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LEWIS    THE    SIXTEENTH. 


A.  D.  1774.]  SUCH  was  the  joy  difplayed  by  the  people  on  the  death  of  their 
late  monarch,  that  they  unanimoufly  hailed  his  fucceflbr  by  the  flattering  appellation  of 
Lewis  the  Dejtred;  but  the  youthful  king — then  only  in  his  twentieth  year — wifely  re- 
jected a  diftindtion  thatcaft  fo  fevere  a  reflection  on  his  predeceflbr. 

The  contagious  diftemper  which  had  put  a  period  to  the  exiftence  of  Lewis  the  Fif- 
teenth, was  foon  communicated  to  his  three  daughters,  the  priucefles  Adelaide,  Sophia,  and 
Vidtoire,  whofe  tendernefs  and  affedtion  for  a  father  had,  during  his  illnefs,  furmounted 
their  fears  of  that  dreadful  diforder.  As  fome  phyfical  writers  had  propagated  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  fame  caufes  which  produce  that  diforder  in  an  individual,  may,  probably, 
operate,  at  the  fame  time,  upon  others  of  the  fame  blood  and  family,  at  whatever  dtftance, 
and  without  any  direcvt  communication  of  the  infection,  the  nation  now  trembled  for 
the  fafety  of  the  king  and  his  brothers;  and  it  was  deemed  by  many  no  improbable  event, 
that  the  whole  royal  family  might  have  been  carried  off"  by  that  fatal  peft,  which  had  long 
been  its  inveterate  enemy. 

The  princefles,  however,  recovered  from  the  natural  diforder,  and  inoculation  was  hap- 
pily called  in  to  the  prefervation  of  the  reft  of  the  family.  The  king,  with  his  two  bro- 
thers, and  the  countefsd'Artois,  wife  to  the  youngefr,  were  all  inoculated  at  the  fame 
time,  and  paffed  through  the  diforder  with  the  greateft  eafe  and  fafety.  This  example 
was  fufficient  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  had  hitherto  exiited  againft  that  important 
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dilcovery,  and  to  extend  the  practice  from  the  court,  where  it  immediately  htczmt  fq/kion- 
able,  throughout  the  provinces  of  France. 

No  fooner  was  the  health  of  Lewis  confirmed,  than  he  fcduloufly  applied  himfelf  to 
conciliate  the  afFedions  of  his  people.  For  this  purpofe  he  prudently  refolved  to  repeal 
the  mod  obnoxious  meafures  of  the  late  reign,  and  to  remove  thofe  perfons  from  the 
management  of  public  affairs,  whofe  miftakes  or  misfortunes  had  rendered  them  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  nation. 

One  of  the  mod  popular  meafures  that  was  adopted,  was  the  recal  of  the  count  de 
Maurepas  to  court,  whence  he  had  been  banifhed  three-and-twenty  years.  This  noble- 
man had  formerly  been  minifter  for  the  marine  department,  a  ftation  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified,  and  was,  in  all  refpe&s,  confidered  as  a  man  of  great  abilities.  It  is 
faid.that,  in  fome  papers  which  the  dauphin,  father  to  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  left  behind 
him  for  the  ufe  of  his  fon,  and  which  were  only  to  be  delivered  on  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  M.  de  Maurepas  was  ftrongly  recommended,  as  being  pofTefTed  of  fuperior  ta- 
lents for  prefiding  in  his  council.  Upon  his  return  to  court,  he  declined  refuming  the 
fuperintendency  of  the  marine,  but  accepted  a  feat  in  the  privy-council  ;  and  continued, 
without  any  particular  title,  to  be  the  mover  of  all  public  affairs. 

Several  ladies  of  high  quality,  who,  from  their  fervile  affiduities  to  the  late  favourite, 
had  long  bafked  in  the  fmiles  of  the  court,  were  now  banifhed  from  thence;  while  others 
who  had  obferved  a  different  line  of  conduit  were  recalled,  and  honoured  with  particular 
marks  of  royal  favour.  Matters,  trivial  in  appearance,  are  ufefully  attended  to  by 
princes  when  they  contribute,  in  any  degree,  to  gain  the  good-will  and  love  of  their  peo- 
ple. Small  confederations  create  great  funds  of  gratitude  and  affection.  The  young 
monarch,  in  pafling  through  Paris  on  his  way  to  Muette,  was  furrounded  by  incredible 
numbers  of  people,  who  rended  the  air  with  their  acclamations  of  "  Long  live  the 
"King  !"  Stricken  with  thefe  unfought  teftimonies  of  zeal  and  affeflion,  he  put  his  head 
out  of  the  coach, and  repeatedly  exclaimed,  "  Long  live  my  people!  your  happinefs  fliall 
**.  be  the  principal  objedt  of  my  care." 

Though  a  change  of  councils  took  place  immediately  after  the  acceffion  of  Lewis,  fome 
timewas  fuffered to  elapfe before  the  adtual  removal  oftheold  minifters.  The  duked'Aiguil- 
lon  was  the  firft  to  refign  his  office  of  prime-minifter,  which  was  fpeedily  followed  by  the 
difmiffionof  the  chancellor  de  Maupeou,  and  the  abbe  Terray,  comptroller-general  of  the 
finances,  who  had  juftly  incurred  the  deteftation  of  the  people.  Yet,  even  on  this  occa- 
sion, when  the  moft  fevere  exertions  of  rigour  would  have  been  juftifiable,  the  modera- 
tion of  the  king  was  confpicuous  ;  the  punifhment  of  Maupeou  was  limited  to  the  lofs 
of  his  employment ;  he  was  permitted  to  retire  to  his  eftate  in  Normandy,  and  to  enjoy 
without  reftraint   the   fruits  of  his  iniquity.     The  feals  were  delivered  to  M.  de  Miro- 
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menil,  president  of  the  parliament  of  Rouen  ;  the  count  de  Vergennes,  who  had  filled 
with  reputation  the  port  of  ambaffaJor  at  the  courts  of  Constantinople  and  Stockholm, 
was  called  to  prefide  over  the  foreign  department  ;  and  the  count,  afterwards  marefchal, 
de  Muy,  was  nominated  fecretary  of  war. 

The  joy  th3t  was  excited  by  the  removal  of  thefe  unpopular  minifters,  to  whom  were 
juftly  afcribed  the  deftrucYion  of  the  parliaments,  and  all  the  other  obnoxious  meafures 
of  the  late  reign,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived  than  exprefTed.  Nor  were  the  hopes  lefs 
ardent  that  were  formed  with  regard  to  the  future  management  of  public  affairs.  The 
difmiffion  of  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  had  filled  the  partifans  of  the  duke  de  Choifeul  with 
the  higheft  exultation ;  they  werefanguinein  their  expectations  that  he  would  again  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  government  of  the  nation  ;  while  thofe  who  wifhed  for  a  continuance  of 
peace,and  thofewhowere  jealousof  hispovver,  were  equally  apprehenfive  of  that  event.  But 
neither  the  hopes  of  the  former  nor  the  fears  of  the  latter  were  realized  ;  he  was,  indeed, 
recalled  to  court,  and  honoured  with  the  fmiles  of  his  fovereign  ;  but  the  favour  he  en- 
joyed was  only  extended  to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  and  he  was  carefully  excluded  from' 
all  participation  in  matters  of  flate. 

The  popularity  of  the  king  was  encreafed  by  the  publication  of  an  edict,  in  which  he 
engaged  to  pay  unremitting  attention  to  the  management  of  the  finances ;  to  refiore  the 
difcharge  of  the  public  debt,  which  had  been  intercepted  by  his  predecefTor  ;  and  to  make 
ample  compenfation  to  fuch  as  had  fufFered  by  that  injurious  meafure.  At  the  fame 
time,  various  fchemes  of  economy  were  adopted  ;  and  though  thefe  were  more  pleafing 
in  their  appearance  than  beneficial  in  their  effects,  the  people  received  with  tranfport 
plans  which  promifed  fome  future  attention  to  their  happinefs,  and,  at  leaft,  difplayed  a- 
defire  of  releafing  them  from  their  burdens.  The  price  of  bread,  which  had  rifen  to  an 
excefiive  price,  was  reduced  by  the  prudent  management  of  the  new  minifters,  and  thofe 
who,  in  the  confufion  of  the  laft  reign,  had  treafured  up  the  corn  in  their  granaries,  and- 
thereby  occafioned  an  artificial  fcarcity,  were  now  prevailed  upon  to  bring  it  to  market. 

Thefe  attentions  were  rewarded  by  the  applaufe  of  the  nation,  and  only  one  circutn- 
ftance  appeared  now  to  be  wanting  in  order  to  complete  the  general  joy.  This  was  the 
restoration  of  the  ancient  parliaments.  The  meafures  hitherto  purfued  feemed  to  en- 
courage the  expectation  that  it  would  fpeedily  take  place ;  and  equally  raifed  the  hopes 
and  augmented  the  anxiety  of  the  people.  As  the  change  of  minifters  did  not  imme- 
diately produce  the  defired  effects,  and  the  conduit  of  the  court  became  more  ambiguous, 
the  agitation  of  their  minds  encreafed,  until  fears  and  difcontents  feemed,  at  length,  to 
preponderate,  In  this  flate  of  affairs,  a  folemnity  approached,  which  afforded  the  duke- 
of  Orleans  an  opportunity  of  fignalizing  that  zeal  for  the  ancient  constitution,  and  the 
reftoration  of  the  parliaments,  which  he  had  difplayed  upon  former  occafions. 
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It  was  neccflary  that  the  parliament,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  great  officers  of  flate, 
together  with  thofc  of  fomc  particular  departments,  fhould  attend  the  celebration  of  the 
folemn  funeral  fervlce  for  the  late  king,  which  was  performed,  on  the  twenty-feyenth  of 
July,  in  the  church  of  the  royal  abbey  of  Saint  Denis,  where  the  religious  fervice  is  in- 
termixed or  attended  with  feveral  public  ceremonials,  relative  to  the  demife  of  the  late, 
nnd  the  acknowledgement  of  the  reigning  monarch — matters,  which,  like  many  others, 
derive  their  importance  from  antiquity  and  forms.  But  the  duke  of  Orleans,  upon  this 
©ccafion,  refufed  to  attend,  or  to  act,  in  any  manuer,  in  conjunction  with  the  new  parlia- 
ment ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  the  king,  he  fpecified  the  motives  of  his  refufal,  and  entered 
into  a  jufliiieation  of  his  conduct. 

Lewis,  difgufied  with  this  unexpected  oppofition,  and  uncertain  what  effect  it  might 
produce  upon  the  other  princes  of  the  blood,  banifhtd  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  his  ion, 
the  duke  of  Chartres,  from  court.  The  other  princes,  in  general,  attended  the  ceremo- 
nial ;  the  prince  of  Conde,  having  found  a  falvo  for  his  fcruples,  by  a  diftinction,  that  he 
did  not  acVin  confequence  of  his  title  or  birth,  but,  officially,  as  grand  mafter  of  the 
king's  houfliold.  The  place  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  fu pplied  by  the  duke  of  Bour- 
bon, who  went  through  thofe  parts  of  the  ceremonial  which  were  allotted  to  the  firfi. 
prince  of  the  blood. 

This  incident  encreafed  the  general  difcontent;  and  the  king,  when  he  next  repaired 
to  the  metropolis,  inflead  of  meeting  with  the  ufual  marks  of  applaufe,  was  received  by 
the  inhabitants  in  awful  filence;  dejection  was  flrongly  marked  on  every  countenance  ; 
and  the  youthful  monarch,  deeply  affected  by  this  fudden  change,  determined  to  comply 
with  the  wiihesof  hisfubjecls. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  to  fatisfy  the  people;  the  duke  of  Orleans  was 
recalled  to  court,  and  again  invited  to  attend  the  royal  councils;  the  lettres-de-cachet, 
iffued  againft  the  members  of  the  ancient  parliament,  were  revoked  ;  and  guards  were 
polled  to  fecure  the  obnoxious  perfons  who  compofed  the  prefent,  from  the  rage  of  the 
populace.  The  twelfth  of  November  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  formal  re- eftabli fo- 
ment of  the  old  parliament.  The  king's  entry  into  the  capital,  accompanied  by  his 
youthful  confort,  his  brothers,  and  the  princes  of  the  blood,  with  the  appearance  of  the 
late  exiled  members,  now  proceeding  to  their  refloration,  with  all  the  magnificence  they 
were  capable  of  exhibiting,  and  the  flreets  lined  with  guards,  and  filled  with  innumerable 
crowds,  who  loaded  the  houfes,  even  to  their  roofs,  conveyed  all  the  fplendour  of  a  tri- 
umph, and  excited  more  joy  than  the  greatefl  victory.  Lewis,  on  this  happy  day,  ri- 
valled the  moll  illutliious  and  mofl  popular  of  his  predeceffors. 

But  though  prudence  and  inclination  had  concurred  in  leading  the  king  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  Kis  people  by  the  recal  of  the  parliament,  he  was  equally  averfe  with   his 
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predeceflbr  from  admitting  any  extenfion  of  authority  that  might  tend  to  circumfcribe 
the  plenitude  of  his  own  power.  The  fpeech,  which  he  delivered  upon  this  occafion  in 
the  bed  of  juftice,  was  fufficiently  explanatory  of  his  intentions.  He  obferved  that  the 
ftep  which  he  had  taken  might  ferve  as  a  proof  of  his  regard  for  his  people,  whofe  tran- 
quillity and  happinefs  required  the  preservation  of  the  royal  authority,  exempt  from  di- 
minution orreftraint;  and  he  hoped,  from  the  attachment  and  zeal  of  the  prefent  affem- 
bly,  an  example  of  fubmiffion  to  the  reft  of  his  fubjects.  Their  repeated  refiftance  to 
the  commands  of  his  grandfather,  had  compelled  that  monarch  to  have  recourfe  to  exer- 
tions of  feverity  in  order  to  maintain  his  own  authority,  and  to  fulfil  the  obligations  he 
lay  under  of  rendering  juftice  to  his  Subjects  :  that  he  had  now  recalled  them,  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  would  confine  themfelves  to  the  exercife  of  thofe  functions  which 
they  were  appointed  to  difcharge,  and  which  they  ought  never  to  have  forfaken  ;  and  he 
cxprefTed  his  defire  that  they  would  place  a  juft  value  on  his  favours,  and  never  forget 
their  extent. 

He  proceeded  to  declare,  that  it  was  his  will  that  all  paft  grievances  fhould  be  consign- 
ed to  oblivion  ;  and  that  he  fhould  behold,  with  extreme  difapprobation,  whatever  might 
tend  to  create  divifions,  or  difturb  the  good  order  and  tranquillity  which  he  wished  to  fee 
preferved  in  his  parliament ;  he  recommended  to  the  magistrates  to  limit  their  attention 
to  the  faithful  difcharge  oS  their  refpective  duties,  and  to  co-operate  with  his  wiShes, 
which  were  directed  to  promote  the  welfare  and  happineSs  oS  his  Subjects  ;  and  he  con- 
cluded by  inSorming  them  that  his  chancellor  would  read  his  ordinance  to  the  affembly, 
from  which  he  might  beaSTured  they  would  not  Suffer  the  fmalleft  deviation  to  be  made. 

This  ordinance,  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  code  of  difcipline  for  the  conduct  and 
government  of  the  parliament,  was  immediately  registered  by  the  king's  command.  It 
contained  about  Sixty  articles,  limited  the  power  and  pretenfions  oS  that  body  within 
very  narrow  bounds.  The  members  were  forbidden  to  tranfmit  any  remonftrance  or 
arret,  concerning  Such  affairs  as  might  be  Submitted  to  their  confideration,  to  any  other 
parliaments,  except  in  the  caSes  Specified  by  the  ordinance  :  they  were  enjoined  never  to 
relinquish  the  administration  of  public  juftice,  except  in  cafes  of  abfolute  neceffity,  for 
which  the  firft  preSident  was  to  be  reSponSible  to  the  king;  resignations,  in  confequence 
of  premeditated  plans,  were  declared  to  incur  the  penalty  of  forfeiture,  and  the  guile  of 
petty  treafon  ;  and  the  grand  council,  it  was  added,  might  replace  the  parliament,  with- 
out any  new  edict  for  the  purpofe. 

They  were  ftill,  however,  permitted  to  enjoy  the  right  of  remonftrating,  previous  to 
the  regiftration  of  any  edict  or  letters-patent,  which  they  might  conceive  injurious 
to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  provided  they  preferved,  in  their  reprefentations,  the  refpect 
due  to  the  throne.  But  the  repetition  of  thefe  remonftrances  was  forbidden;  and  the 
parliament,  if  they  proved  ineffectual,  were  to  register  the  arret  to  which  they  had  objected 

within 
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within  a  month,  at  fartheft,  fiom  the  firfk  day  of  its  publication.  They  W^re  ftriiStly  pro- 
hibited from  ifluing  any  arret  that  might  tend  to  excite  trouble,  or,  in  any  manner,  retard 
the  execution  of  the  king's  ordinances ;  and  they  were  allured,  by  the  king  himfelf,  at 
the  conclufion  of  this  code,  that  as  long  as  they  adhered  to  the  bounds  prefcribed,  and 
made  no  attempt  to  extend  their  power,  they  might  depend  upon  his  protection  and 
countenance. 

Thus  by  a  fortunate  combination  of  circumftances  was  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  enabled, 
at  the  commencement  or  his  reign,  not  only  to  lhake  off  the  odium  which  had  been  in- 
curred by  the  violent  meafures  of  his  grandfather,  but  to  convert  it  into  a  fource  of  po- 
pularity for  himfelf;  and  at  the  fame  time,  without  deftroying  the  name  of  parliaments, 
to  define  the  bounds  of  their  authority,  which  had  hitherto  been  indefinite.  Had  the 
magiftrates  conceived  this  limitation  of  their  power  to  be  a  violation  of  the  rights fecured 
to  them  by  the  confUtution,  it  was,  indifputably,  their  duty  to  enter  a  proteft  againft  the 
conduct  of  the  king;  but  having  once  accepted  the  terms  of  their  reftoration,  they  were 
certainly  precluded,  in  foro  justitite,  from  urging  any  pretentions  in  future  beyond  the  fpirit 
of  the  ordinance. 

Some  altercations,  however,  foon  arofe  between  them  and  the  king,  on  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  article  refpecYing  remonftrances,  which  was  doubtfully  worded ;  they  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  tiie  fpirit  of  the  ancient  parliament,  and  endeavoured  to  enforce  their 
former  claims;  but  their  infant  oppofition  was  crufhed  by  the  decifion  of  the  monarch, 
and  his  anfwer  to  their  reprefentations,  That  he  must  be  obeyed,  was  conclufive. 

Having  thus  filenced  the  magiftracy,  his  next  efforts  were  directed  to  the  falutary  pur- 
pofe  of  rellraining  the  intemperate  zeal  of  the  clergy.  The  archbifhop  of  Paris  having 
renewed  the  commotions  excited  by  the  bull  Unigcnitus,  and  oppofed  the  adminiftration  of 
the  facrament,  the  king  fent  for  him  to  Verfailles,  and  in  the  ftern  language  of  offended 
majefty  reproved  the  officious  prieft;  declaring,  that  inftead  of  configning  him  to  that 
exile,  which  the  late  monarch  had  repeatedly  inflicted,  on  his  again  difturbing  the  tran- 
quillity or  the  kingdom,  he  would  give  him  over  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law. 

The  provincial  parliaments  of  Befancon,  Bourdeaux,  Aix,  Touloufe,  and  Brittany, 
which  had  been  fuppreffed  by  the  deceafed  monarch,  were  alfo  reftored  by  his  fuccefTor  ; 
and  unanimity  being  eftablifhed  at  home,  France  had  leifure  to  direct  her  attention  to  her 
late  concjueft  of  Corfica,  which  ftill  ftruggled  to  throw  off  the  yoke,  and  refume  her  na. 
tive  independence. 

The  cruel  feverities  which  were  afterwards  pradtifed  againft  thofe  brave  but  unfortu- 
nate iflanders,  were  difgraceful  to  a  civilized  nation.  For  though  the  barbarous  fierce- 
nels  or  the  Corficans  fhould  be  urged  in  juftification,  and  fhownto  be  reftrained  by  none 
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*of  thofe  conventions  which  cuftom  has  eftablifhed  among  mankind.  The  caufe  of  its 
exertion,  the  defence  of  their  natural  rights  and  liberties,  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  ex-" 
culpate  them  with  refpedr.  to  its  irregularity,  while  the  original,  flagrant,  and  uncoloured 
injuftice  and  ufurpation  on  the  other  fide,  takes  away  every  claim  to  the  right  cf  re- 
taliation. 

To  juftify  their  cruelty,  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  induftrioufly  propagated  a  report, 
that  a  plot  had  been  formed  by  the  natives  to  maffacre  all  the  French  in  the  ifland  on 
Afcenfion-day ;  but  that  this  horrid  defign  was  fortunately  difcovered  by  a  young  wo- 
man to  a  Frenchman,  who  was  her  gallant.  As  the  account  of  this  plot,  however,  is  ex- 
tremely vague,  and  deftitute  of  every  mark  of  authenticity,  the  reality  of  it  has  ever 
been  queftioncd  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  revolt  of  the  Corficans  origi- 
nated in  the  oppreffion  of  their  governors,  and  was  rather  the  refult  of  momentaiy  indig- 
nation, than  the  confequence  of  any  fettled  plan. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  averfion  of  the  natives  from  the  French  was  fo  invincible,  that 
no  benefits  could  difguife,  nor  fear  reftrain  its  effects;  and  the  conduct,  of  the  latter 
ihewed,  that  they  confidered  extermination  as  the  only  efficacious  remedy  for  this  mortal 
antipathy.  Various  were  the  efforts  exerted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  campaign,  by 
thofe  intrepid  defenders  of  their  country,  and  afferters  of  their  liberties,  whom  the  lawlefs 
ufurpers  of  their  rights  ftigmatized  under  the  odious  appellation  of  banditti.  To  particu- 
late the  means  that  were  employed  for  their  defeat  would  be  to  wound  humanity  by  a 
1  ee llefs  repetition  of  cruelties. 

Suffice  it  to  obferve,  that  the  fame  defultory  kind  of  war  which  had  before  been  carried 
on  was  flill  continued  ;  that  the  defection  was  fo  general,  that  a  great  part  of  the  Corfican 
regiment,  which  had  been  raifedon  purpofe  by  France,  as  a  provifion  and  employment  for 
reftlefs  and  daring  fpirits,  and  to  engage  the  nobility  in  its  interefls,  joined  the  malecon- 
tents;  that  the  loffes  of  the  French  were  fo  confiderable,  that  they  were  neceffarily 
reinforced  by  feveral  regiments  ;  that  their  communications  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  ifland  were  frequently  cut  off";  and  that  the  war,  at  length,  finally  degene- 
rated, through  the  weaknefs  and  deftruc~rion  of  the  natives — after  many  a£ts  of  the  molt 
defperate  valour — into  the  nature  and  refemblance  of  ageneral  hunting,  in  which  a  large 
portion  of  country  is  furrounded  by  a  great  body  of  armed  men,  who  narrow  the  circle  by 
degrees,  until  every  thing  within  it  becomes  an  inevitable  prey. 

But  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  ifland  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pieve  di 
Niolo,  from  their  averfion  from  flavery,  and  the  natural  ftrength  of  their  country,  had 
continued  fingle  and  unconquered,  in  the  general  fubjugation  of  Corfica.  Their  central 
fituation,  from  which  the  approaches  were  tedious  and  difficult,  operating  with  the 
caufes  we  have  affigned,   had  rendered  all  the  efforts  of  the  French   for  their  conquefl, 
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fince  that  period,  equally  fruitlcfs.  Threats  of  the  fevered  punifhments,  even  of  a  ge- 
neral deftruclion,  having  been  repeatedly  applied  in  vain,  to  intimidate  thefe  heroic  af- 
fertors  of  their  country's  freedom,  the  influence  of  religion  was,  at  length,  proftituted 
to  bring  them  to  fubmiflion. 

For  this  purpofe  Aquaviva,  one  of  their  priefts,  a  powerful  and  popular  preacher,  wasr 
firft  deceived  himfelf,  and  then  rendered  an  inftrument  to  the  deception  and  ruin  of  his 
friends  and  countrymen.  This  man  was  perfuaded  to  hold  out  the  olive-branch  to  the 
people  ,  and  his  perfuafive  eloquence,  upon  a  fubjec~t.  to  which  religion  fo  happily  ap- 
plied, and  for  which  eafe  and  fecurity  were  prompt  advocates  with  his  auditors,  was  foon 
productive  of  the  defired  effect,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Pieve  di  Niolo,  upon  the  moll  un- 
equivocal and  folemn  aflurances,  not  only  of  a  full  and  unlimited  pardon  for  their  pad  re- 
fiftance,  but  of  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  for  their  prefent  conduct,  voluntarily  fubmittedtO' 
the  French  government. 

A  body  of  troops  were  accordingly  admitted  peaceably  into  the  diftrrct,  who  had  no 
fooner  taken  poffeflion  of  their  natural  defences,  than  they  treacheroufly  murdered  two- 
and-forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  who  had  formerly  difplayed  the  moft  activity  and 
courage  in  the  defence  of  their  country.  Amongft  thofe,  who  were  thus  bafely  circum- 
vented, were  one  of  the  two  chief  magi ftrates  and  judges  of  the  diftrict,  and  two  nephews 
of  the  very  meffenger  of  peace,  the  wretched  prieff,  Aquaviva.  Of  thefe  unhappy  vic- 
tims, eleven,  including  the  judge  and  the  prieft's  nephews,  expired  upon  the  wheel,  amidft 
the  weeping  eyes  and  bleeding. hearts  of  their  deluded  friends,  who,  in  yain  adjured  heaven 
and  earth  to  avenge  this  perfidy. 

The  furvivors  were  fent  to  augment  the  groans  and  encreafe  the  afflictions  of  their 
countrymen,  who  already  filled  the  dungeons  of  Baftia.  Nor  was  the  fate  of  the  re- 
maining inhabitants  of  Niolo  much  happier.  A  bitter  fenfe  of  the  lofles  they  had  for- 
merly fuftained,  in  various  conflicts  with  this  miferable  people,  unfortunately  prevailed, 
with  the  French,  over  every  fenfe  of  humanity  and  juftice.  The  whole  district  was 
ruined  and  deftroyed  ;  the  houfes  were  burned,  and  the  cattle  carried  off  in  triumph  by 
the  foldiers  as  a  prey.  One  Capracinta  was  diftinguifhed  for  defending  his  houfe,  fingly, 
againft  his  numerous  aflailants,  and,  after  killing  feveral,  perifhed,  unfubdued,  amidft 
the  flames. 

A.  D.  1775.}  The  expences  incurred  by  thisdifgraceful  expedition  tended  to  enlarge 
the  wounds  which  had  been  inflicted  by  the  fhameful  profufion  of  the  late  monarch  ;  and 
the  elevation  of  Turgot  to  the  office  of  comptroller-general  of  the  finances,  afforded  no 
fmall  fharc  of  difcontent  to  the  powerful  body  of  the  farmers-general.  That  minifter, 
alike  diftinguiflied  for  his  integrity  and  talents,  had  releafed  the  commerce  of  grain  from 
many  injudicious  reffridtions,  both  with  regard  to  the  internal  traffic  and  to  foreign  ex- 
portation ; 
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portation  ;  but  a  fcarcity  of  com  unfortunately  occurring  at  the  moment  of  his  regula- 
tions, thofe  effects  whicii  proceeded  from  dearth  were  afcribed  to  the  innovations  he  had 
fuggefted.  His  fecret  enemies  feduloufly  propagated  reports,  that  the  publi  dif- 
trefs  was  the  confequence  of  certain  political  combinations  ;  and  the  people,  whofe  real 
mifery  was  augmented  by  a  miftakeli  idea  of  the  incapacity  and  oppreffion  of  their 
rulers,  tumultuoufly  affembled  in  large  and  formidable  bodies.  They  infulted  the  magif- 
trates,  plundered  the  houfes,  and,  in  the  commiffion  of  thefe  outrages,  not  only  deftroyed 
vaft  quantities  of  corn  and  flour,  vhich  might  have  alleviated  their  wants,  but  encreafed 
the  general  diftrefs,  by  deterring  the  proprietors  of  provifions  from  bringing  them  to 
market. 

A  diftemper  which  had  extended  its  fatal  ravages  among  the  cattle  through  the  heart  of 
the  kingdom,  added  to  the  public  gloom ;  and  at  Dijon,  the  capital  of  Burgundy,  the  in- 
furrection  of  the  populace  was  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  effects.  The  unhappy  peo- 
ple, ftimulated  by  want,  had  pillaged  the  houfe  of  the  intendant,  who  with  difficulty  ef- 
caped  from  their  fury.  To  check  their  progrefs  it  was  neceflary  to  fummons  to  the  fupport 
of  government  a  body  of  regular  troops ;  yet  the  famifhed  infurgents  for  fome  time  fuc- 
cefsfully  refilled  the  efforts  of  difciplined  valour,  and  five  hundred  of  them  perifhed  be- 
fore they  relinquished  the  ineffectual  conflict. 

This  diftrefs,  and  the  commotions  it  excited,  reached  the  metropolis;  and  Lewis,  after 
having  exerted  in  vain  all  the  arts  that  benevolence  could  fugged  for  foothing  the  mind* 
of  the  people,  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  reprefs  their  outrages  by  the  moft  decifi  ve  rnea- 
fures.  Having  fummoned  the  parliament  to  attend  him  at  Verfailles,  he  explained  to  them 
the  urgency  of  the  circumftances  which  obliged  him  to  deviate  from  the  common  courfe 
of  juftice,  and  then  forbade  them  to  make  any  remonftranccs  on  the  meafures  he  was 
about  to  purfue.  The  magiftrates,  fenfibleof  the  neceffity  of  adopting  fome  fpeedy  and 
vigorous  fyftem,  filently  acquiefced  in  the  mandate  of  their  fovereign. 

The  king,  having  thus  fortified  the  royal  authority  by  the  tacit  approbation  of  his 
parliament,  comm'rffioned  the  marechaujfte,  a  regular  regiment  of  thief-takers,  to  difperfe 
the  feditious  multitude,  and  to  execute  fummary  juftice  on  the  moft  guilty.  At  the 
fame  time  a  pardon  was  promifed  to  fuch  as  fhould  return  home,  and  make  fatisfaction 
for  the  corn  they  had  feized.  The  good  effects  of  thefe  regulations  were  foon  dofcrn- 
-able  ;  numbers  endeavoured  to  efface  their  mifcondudt  by  reimburfing  the  perfons  whom 
they  had  plundered  ;  fome  few  expiated  their  offences  with  their  lives  ;  and  a  plentiful 
harveft  which  enfued  banifhed  the  diftrefs  of  the  people,  and  reftored  tranquillity  to  the 
kingdom. 

The  king  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  celebrate,  with  royal  magnificence, 
the  ceremony  of  his  coronation,  which  was  performed,   as  ufual,  at  Rheims.     Twenty 
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millions  of  livrcs,  opportunely  fupplied  by  the  clergy,  prevented  the  expence  from  being 
felt  by  the  people  ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  the  ancient  dignities  of  the  kingdom  were  re- 
vived. The  count  de  Provence  reprefented  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ;  the  count  d'Artois 
the  duke  of  Normandy;  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the  duke  of  Aquitainc ;  the  duke  of 
Chartres,  the  count  of  Touloufe  ;  the  pi'mce  of  Conde,  the  count  of  Flanders;  and  the 
duke  of  Bourbon,  the  count  of  Champagne. 

This  ceremony  was  followed  by  the  publication  of  an  edift  which  ftrongly  difplayed 
the  humanity  of  Lewis  :  the  punilhment  of  death,  hitherto  annexed  to  the  crime  of  de- 
fertion,  was  changed  into  the  lefs  rigorous  fentence  of  working,  as  Haves,  upon  the  pub- 
lic roads.  With  equal  attention  to  the  general  welfaie  of  his  fubjefts,  the  king  availed 
himfelf.  of  the  favourable  moment  of  peace  to  reduce  a  part  of  his  numerous  fences,  and 
to  fulfil  thofc  promifes  of  economy,  which,  on  his  acccflion  to  the  throne,  he  had  made  to 
his  people.  The  death  of  the  .  marcfchal  de  Muy  was  fucceeded  by  the  appointment  of 
the  count  de  Saint  Germain,  an  able  and  popular  officer,  to  the  vacant  poft  of  fecr~- 
tary  at  war. 

This  nobleman,  intent  on  fignalizing  his  adminiflration  by  fome  aft  of  eclat,  veil-  ' 
tured  on  a  reform  which  expofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  the  firft  families  in  France.  • 
The  moufquetaires,  a  military  corps,  inftituted  for  the  fpecial  protection  of  the  royal 
perfon,  were  wholly  compofed  of  young  men  of  high  birth  ;  and  though  fuch  a  guard  muft 
have  been  highly  grateful  to  the  fovereign,  yet  the  expence  attending  it  was  feverely  felt 
and  deeply  regretted.  The  fuppreffion  of  this  corps  had  been  frequently  agitated,  but  no 
minifter  had  yet  been  found  fufficiently  boldtoexpofe  himfelf  to  the  odium  which  fuch  a 
ineafure  muft  neceflarily  incur.  The  count  de  Saint  Germain,  regardlefs  ot  cenfure 
when  the  welfare  of  his  country  required  his  exertions,  reprefented  to  Lewis  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  favings  that  muft  accrue  from  the  reduction  he  propofed  ;  and 
in  confequence  of  thefe  reprefentations  an  edift  was  published  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
moufquetaires;  and  thofe  gallant  men,  celebrated  for  their  courage,  and  tor  their  friend- 
ship to  each  other,  received  the  news  of  their  difmiffion  with  marks  of  the  deepeft  def- 
pair.  M.  de  la  Chaire,  a  veteran  officer  of  approved  valour,  and  one  of  their  command- 
ers, fainted  on  the  reception  of  the  fatal  mandate;  and  all  the  reft  vented  their  grief  in 
loud  and  pathetic  exclamations. 

A.  D.  1777,  1778.]  The  new  minifter  of  the  marine,  M.  de  Sartine,  difcharged  the 
duties  of  his  ftation  with  equal  zeal  and  fidelity;  and  his  exertions  were  inceffantly  di- 
rected to  the  augmentation  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  his  country:  the  objeft,  however, 
of  fuch  augmentation  by  no  means  entitled  him  to  the  praile  to  which  his  exertions  would 
otherwife  have  been  entitled,  fince  it  tended  to  involve  the  nation  in  a  war  highly  preju- 
dicial to  its  intereftsand  welfare.  The  unhappy  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
American  Colonies   had  commenced  foon  after  the  acceffion  of  Lewis  to  the  throne  of 
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his  anceftors  ;  and,  after  a  feries  of  alternate  difafters  and  fuccefles,  equally  calculated  to 
irritate  the  mind?  of  either  party,  the  conflict  now  raged  with  fuch  fury,  that  all  hopes  of 
accommodation  feeme.<3  to  be  at  an  end.  That  dcfpicable  and  difhoneft  fyftem  of  policy, 
which  raiTOTcm's  the*  perpetual  encouragement  of  internal  commotions  in  a  rival  kingdom; 
policy  which  had  occafionallv  prevailed  in  alrnpft  all  the  European  courts,  and  which 
had  been  fuffered,  too  invariably,  to  (way  the  councils  of  Versailles,  now  influenced  the 
minifters  of  France  to  interfere  in  the  dilute  fubfiftjhg  between  England  and  her  North 
American  furjecls.  The  Opportunity  of  humbling  a  rival,  of  repairing  the  lofles 
fuftained  in  the-  preceding  war,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  monopolizing  the  American 
cornmi  ;cc,  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of  men  who  were  ever  willing  to  facrifice  juftice  to 
pariOV,  to  Ik-  kieg^fe&etf.  But  as  too  earlv'an  avowal  of  .their  defigns  might  fruftrate  the 
object  ihcv  havl  in  view,  they  determined,  at  hrft,  to  afford  only  private  affiftance  to  the 
Americanr. 

Before  the  clofe  of  the  year  1776,  the  French  ports  in  Europe  began  to  fwarm  with 
American  privateers,  and  to  be  crowded  with  the  prizes  raken  by  thole  veffels  from  th& 
Englifh,  which  were  affirft  openly  fold  without  the  fmalleft  colour  of  difguife.  On  re- 
peated remon1  ranees  rorn  the  Briiifh  couit,  the  obiervance  of  a  little  more  decorum  was 
enforced,  fome  check  was  given  to  the  open  and  avowed  fale  of  prizes;  but  the  practice 
ftill  continued.  In  all  the  French  colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies,  the  American  depreda- 
tions were  much  more  avowedly  countenanced.  Even  French  fhips  took  American  com- 
miffions;  and  with  few,  and,  fometimes,  no  American  feamen  on  board,  carried  on  a  war 
upon  theBritifh  commerce  with  impunity.  The  temnorifing  policy,  and  indecifive  mea- 
fure-s  of  the  Englifh  court,  prevented,  at  this  unfortunate  period,  the  proper  affertion  of 
national  dignity. 

In  the  enfuing  year  feveral  French  officers  were  permitted  to  ferve  in  the  American  ar- 
mies ;  and,  among  others,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  young  enthufiaff,  diftinguifhed 
by  thofe  romantic  ideas  which  prevailed  in  the  days  of  chivalry  ;  who  was  fuffered  to 
piarchafe  and  freight  a  fhip  with  military  ftores  (in  which  he  embarked  with  feveral  of 
his  friends)  for  the  fervice  of  the  Americans.  Indeed,  the  conduct  of  France,  in  every 
thing  that  regarded  England  and  America,  was  now  fo  flightly  covered,  and  fo  little  qua- 
lified, that  it  itemed  to  leave  no  room  for  any  doubt — excepting  with  thofe  who  were  deter- 
mined to  place  fo  implicit  a  faith  in  words,  as  to  admit  of  no  other  fpecies  of  evidence- 
as  tq  the  part  which  fhe  would  finally  take  in  the  conteft.  As  fhe  was  not  yet,  however, 
in  fufficient  preparation  for  proceeding  to  the  utmoft  extremities,  nor  her  negociation 
with  the  Americans — two  of  whole  agents,  Deane  and  Franklin,  had  fucceffively  arrived 
at  Paris — advanced  to  an  abfolute  determination,  fhe  occafionallv  relaxed  in  certain 
points,  when  fhe  found  herfeif  fo  clofely  pre/Ted  by  the  Britifh  minifters,  that  an  obfli- 
nate  perfeverance  would  precipitate  matters  to  that  conclufion  which  flie  wilhed  for  fome 
time.  longer  to  defer. 

Thus, 
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That,  when  an  American  adventurer  had  taken  and  carried  into  Dunkirk,  with  a  pri- 
vateer fitted  out  at  that  port,  the  Englifti  packet  from  Holland,  and  fent  the  mail  to  the 
American  minifrers  at  Paris,  it  then  feemed  neceffary,  in  fome  degree,  to  difcountenance 
fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  good  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of  the  Handing  treaties  between 
the  two  nations,  and  even  of  the  particular  marine  laws  and  regulations  eftablifhed  in 
France,  in  regard  to  her  conduit  with  tire  people  of  other  countries.  The  captain  and 
his  crew  were  accordingly  committed  for  fome  fhort  time  to  prifon.  Yet  even  this  ap- 
pearance of  fatisfa&ion  was  obliterated  by  the  circumftances  which  attended  it:  for  the 
imprifonment  of  the  captain  was  reprefented  to  the  Americans,  as  proceeding  merely  from 
fome  informality  in  his  commiflion,  and  irregularity  in  his  proceedings,  which  had 
brought  him  to,  if  not  within,  the  verge  of  piracy,  and  which  were  too  glaring  to  be  en- 
tirely pafled  over  without  notice.  And  he  was,  with  his  crew,  not  only  fpeedily  re- 
leafed  from  his  mock  confinement,  but  he  was  permitted  to  purchafe,  fit  out,  and  arm  a 
much  ftronger  veffel,  and  better  failer,  than  the  former,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  con- 
tinuing his  depredations  on  the  Britifh  commerce. 

It  was  in  the  fame  line  of  policy,  that  when  the  French  Newfoundland  filhery  would 
have  been  totally  intercepted  and  deftroyed  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  rupture,  and  that  the 
capture  of  their  feamen  would  have  been  more  ruinous  and  irreparable  than  the  lofs  even 
of  the  fhips  and  cargoes,  the  Englifh  ambaffador  obtained,  in  that  critical  fituation,  an 
order  from  the  minifters,  that  all  the  American  privateers,  with  their  prizes,  fhould  im- 
mediately depart  the  kingdom.  Yet,  fatisfa&ory  as  this  compliance,  and  conclufive 
as  this  order  appeared,  it  was  combated  with  fuch  ingenuity,  and  fuch  expedients  were 
pra&ifed  to  defeat  its  effects,  that  it  was  not  complied  with,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  through- 
out the  kingdom.  It,  however,  anfwered  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended,  by 
'gaining  time,  and  opening  a  fubjecl:  of  tedious  and  indecifive  controverfy,  until  true 
French  (hips  were  fafe  in  their  refpe&ive  ports. 

But  though  M.  de  Sartine  was  the  principal  advocate  for  the  American  caufe,  he  was 
determined  that  the  charges  of  duplicity  which  fuch  a  line  of  conduct  muft  inevitably 
bring  upon  his  country  fhould  not  reft  perfonally  with  himfelf.  He,  therefore,  upon 
fome  reports  which  tended  to  difcourage  the  commerce  with  the  Americans,  by  enforcing 
a  belief  that  the  protection  of  the  court  would  not  be  extended  to  French  veflels  convey- 
ing the  products  of  that  continent,  and  that  fuch  veflels  muft,  of  courfe,  if  taken,  be- 
came legal  prizes  to  the  Englifh,  affured  the  feveral  chambers  of  commerce,  by  a  public 
inftrument,  (iflued  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1777)  and  in  direct  contravention  of  all  the 
Englifh  navigation  laws,  that  the  king  was  determined  to  afford  the  fulleft  protection  to 
their  commerce,  and  would  reclaim  all  the  fhips  that  fhould  be  captured  under  that 
pretext. 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  evafion  or  duplicity  might  have  appeared  in  the  language 
or  profeflions  of  the  French  minifters,  their  conduft  had  become  fo  unequivocal  as  fcarce- 
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ly  to  admit  of  a  double  interpretation.  It  was  eafy  to  perceive  that,  befides  thofe  pow- 
erful motives  which  had  their  fource  in  enmity  and  revenge,  they  had  now  acquired  fo 
thorough  a  relifh  for  the  fweets  of  the  American  commerce,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
inoft  irrefiftible  neceflity  could  induce  them  to  forego  the  poffemon  of  what  they  had  ob- 
tained, and  the  vaft  hopes  with  which  they  had  flattered  themfelves  in  future.  TheEng- 
lifh  council,  however,  expreffed  their  conviction,  that  the  harmony  which  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  two  nations  would  not  be  interrupted;  and  their  confidence  was  founded  on 
the  idea  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  would  not  fupport  the  Americans,  on  the  double  ac- 
count, that  it  would  be  teaching  an  evil  Ieffon  againft  themfelves  which  might  be  too 
foon  pra&ifed  in  their  own  colonies;  and  that  the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent  ftate. 
and  rifing  empire  in  the  New  World  would  be  dangerous  to  their  future  interefts  both 
in  Europe  and  America.  This  doctrine,  it  rauft  be  confefled,  was  morefolid  than  many 
people,  at  that  time,  were  willing  to  acknowledge  ;  as  a  fubjedt  of  fpeculative  contro- 
verfy,  it  would  undoubtedly  afford  room  for  ample  difcufuon  ;  but,  unfortunately,  mini- 
fters,  like  the  reft  of  mankind,  are  lefs  inclined  to  look  to  future  and  remote  contingen- 
cies, than  to  the  greateft  prefent  advantages,  and  to  the  gratification  of  the  rnoft  urgent 
and  powerful  paflions. 

At  length,  the  defigns  of  France  being  brought  t-o  maturity,  the  mafk  was  thrown 
off,  and  a  treaty,  eventual  and  defenfive,  was  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  fixth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  between  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  and  the  United  States  of  America.  The  pre- 
amble fets  forth,  "  That  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  and  the  United  States  having  con- 
"  eluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce1,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  fubje<Sb  and 
"  citizens,  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  take  into  confederation  the  means  of  ftrength- 
"  ening  thofe  engagements,  and  of  rendering  them  ufeful  to- the  fafety  and  tranquillity 
'*  of  the  two  parties;  particularly  in  cafe  Great- Britain,  in  refentment  of  that  connec- 
**  tion,and  of  the  good  eorrefpondence  which  is  the  object  of  the  faid  treaty,  fhould  break 
"  the  peace  with  France,  either  by  diredt  hoftilities,  or  by  0bft.ru6t.ing  her  commerce- 
*•  and  navigation,  in-  a  manner  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  peace  fubftft- 
**.  ing  between  the  two  crowns. — And  his  majefty  and  the  faid  United  States  having  re- 
"  folved  in  that  cafe  to  join  their  councils  and  efforts  againft  the  cnterprizes  of  the  cora- 
41  mon  enemy." 

The  treaty  confifts  of  the  following  articles  : 

I.  If  a  war  fhould  break  out  between  France  and  Great  Britain,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  prefent  war  between  the  United  States  and  England,  his  majefty  and  the  faid 
United  States  (hall  make  it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good 

?  On  the  30th  of  January,  1778. 
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offices,  their  councils,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigency  of  conjunctures,  as  be- 
comes good  and  faithful  allies. 

2.  The  cflcntial  and  direct  end  of  the  prefent  defenfive  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effec- 
tually the  liberty,  fovereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  laid 
United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce. 

3.  The  two  contracting  parties  fhall  each  on  its  own  part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may 
judge  mod:  proper,  make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  againft  their  common  enemy,  in 
order  to  attain  the  end  propofed. 

4.  The  contracting  parties  agree,  that  in  cafe  cither  of  them  fhould  form  a  particular 
enterprize,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  other  may  be  defired,  the  party  whofe  con- 
currence is  defired  fhall  readily  and  with  good  faith  join  to  act  in  concert  for  that  pur- 
poky  as  far  as  circum fiances  and  its  own  particular  fituation  will  permit  ;  and  in  that  cafe 
they  fhall  regulate,  by  a  particular-convention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  fuccour  10  lie 
furnifhed,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its  being  brought  into  action,  as  well  us  the  ad- 
vantages which  are  to  be  its  compenfation. 

5.  If  the  United  States  fhould  think  fit  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  Britifh  power, 
remaining  in  the  northern  parts  of  America,  or  the  iflands  of  .Bermudas,  thole  countries 
or  iflands,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fhall  be  confederated  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the  faid 
United  States. 

6;  The  Moft  Chriftian  king  renounces  for  ever  the  poffeffion  of  the  iflands  of  Bermudas, 
as  well  as  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  which  before  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in 
1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty,  were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  heretofore  called  Britifh  colonies,  or  which  are,  at  this 
time,  or  have  lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  king  and  crown  of  Great  Britain. 

7.  If  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  fhall  think  proper  to  attack  any  of  the  iflands  fituated 
in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  gulph,  which  are  at  prefent  under  the  power  of 
Great  Britain,  all  the  faid  ifles,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  fhall  appertain  to  the  crown  of 
France. 

8.  Neither  of  the  two  parties  fhall  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
without  the  formal  confent  of  'the  other,  £  1  ft  obtained  ;  and  they  mutually  engage  not  to 
lay  down  their'  arms,  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States  fhalj  have  been  fpr- 
nvally  or  tacitly  aiTured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  fhall  terminate  the  war. 

o.  The 
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9.  The  contracting  parties  declare,  that,  being  refolved  to  fulfr-1,  each  on  its  own  part 
the  claufes  and  conditions  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance,  according  to  its  own  power, 
and  circumftances,  there  fhall  be  no  after- claims  of  compenfation,  on  one  fide  or  the 
other,  whatever  may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

10.  The  Mod  Chriftian  king  and  the  United  States  agree  to  invite  or  admit  other 
powers,  who  may  have  received  injuries  from  England,  to  make  a  common  caufe  with 
them,  and  to  accede  to  the  prefent  alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as  fhall  be  freely  agreed 
to,  and  fettled  between  all  the  parties. 

11.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually,  from  the  prefent  time,  and  for  ever,  againft 
all  other  powers,  to  wit — the  United  States  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  the  prefent 
poffeffions  of  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  thofe  which  it  may  acquire  by 
the  future  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  guarantees  on  his  part  to  the 
United  States,  their  liberty,  fovereignty,  and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  as 
well  in  matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and  alfo  their  pofleffions,  and  the  additions 
or  conquefts  that  their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the  war,  from  any  of  the  domi- 
nions now  or  heretofore  poffefTed  by  Great  Britain  in  North-America,  conformable  to 
the  fifth  and  fixth  articles  above-written,  the  whole  as  their  poffeflions  fhall  be  fixed 
and  allured  to  the  faid  States,  at  the  moment  of  the  ceflation  of  the  prefent  war  with 
England. 

12.  In  order  to  fix  more  precifely  the  feveral  applications  of  the  preceding  articles,  the 
contracting  parties  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the 
reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in  the  faid  article  fhall  have  its  full  force  and  effect  the 
moment  fuch  war  fhall  break  out  ;  and  if  fuch  rupture  fhall  not  take  place,  the  mutual 
obligation  of  the  faid  guarantees  fhall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the  ceffation 
of  the  prefent  war,  between  the  United  States  and  England,  fhall  have  afcertained  their 
pofTeflions. 

It  is  impoffible  to  perufe  this  treaty  without  confidering  it  as  tantamount  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war  againft  England  ;  and,  indeed,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  operate  as  fuch.  To  the  honour  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  however,  be  it 
fpoken,  that  far  from  encouraging  the  infidious  projects  of  his  miniflers,  he  difcounte- 
nanced  them  to  the  utmoft ;  and  that  uniformly,  averfe  from  every  thing  that  was  unjuft 
or  ungenerous,  and  confidering  this  treaty  as  a  meafure  of  that  defcription,  he  indig- 
nantly threw  away  the  pen,  when  urged  to  fancYion  it  with  his  fignature.  But  in  an 
evil  hour  for  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his  kingdom,  he  unfortunately  yielded  to  the  impor- 
tunate perfuafions  of  a  party,  whofe  folicitations  are  faid  to  have  been  feconded  by   the 
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powerful  influence  of  his  royal  confort,  and  figned  that  fatal  inftrument  which  involved 
both  hemifpheres  in  the  horrors  of  war1. 

The  duke  de  Noailles,  amhaffador  to  the  court  of  London,  was,  in  the  month  of 
March,  inflrucled  to  acquaint  the  minifters  of  Great  Britain  with  the  purport  of  this 
treaty,  which  he  accordingly  ratified  to  them  in  the  following  manner: 

"  The  underfigncd  amhaffador  of  his  Mofr.  Chriftian  majefty  has  received  exprefs  or- 
"  ders  to  make  the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  London: 

H  The  United  States  of  North-America,  who  are  in  full  pofleffion  of  independence, 
•'  as  pronounced  by  them,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1776,  having  propofed  to  the  king  to 
"  confolidate,  by  a  formal  convention,  the  connection  begun  to  be  eftablifhed  between 
M  the  two  nations,  the  refpecVive  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and 
"  commerce,  defigned  to  ferveas  a  foundation  for  their  mutual  good  correfpondence. 

"  His  majefty,  being   determined    to  cultivate  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting  be- 

"  tween  France  and   Great  Britain,  by  every  means  compatible  with  his  dignity  and  the 

"  good  of  his  fubjecls,  thinks  it  neceffary  to  make  his  proceeding  known  to  the  court  of 

"  London;  and  to  declare,  at  the  fame  time,   that  the  contracting  parties  have  paid  great 

"  attention  not  to  ftipulate  any  exclufive  advantages  in  favour  of  the   French  nation  ; 

"  and  that  the   United  States  have  referved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation 

M  whatever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity. 

M  In  making  this  communication  to  the  court  of  London,  the  king  is  firmly  perfuad- 
"  ed  it  will  find  new  proofs  of  his  majeft  y's  conftant  and  fincere  difpofition  for  peace  ; 
*•  and  that  his  Britannic  majefty,  animated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  will  equally  avoid 
««  every  thing  that  may  alter  their  good  harmony  ;  and  that  he  will  particularly  take  ef- 
"  fedtual  meafures  to  prevent  the  commerce  between  his  majefty's  fubj efts  and  the  United 
"  States  of  North  America  from  being  interrupted;  and  to  caufe  all  the  ufages  received 
"  between  commercial  nations  to  be,  in  this  refpedt,  obferved,  and  all  thofe  rules  which 
"  can  be  faid  to  fubfift  between  the  two  crowns  of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

"  In  this  juft  confidence,  the  underfigned  amhaffador  thinks  it  fuperfluous  to  acquaint 
**  the  Britifh  minifter,  that,  the  king  his  mafter  being  determined  to  afford  effectual  pro- 
'*  tedtion  to  the  lawful  commerce  of  his  fubjecls,   and  to  maintain  the  dignity   of  his 


*  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  French  nobility,  who  have  fince  been  ftigmatized  as  determined  foes  to  liber- 
ty, were  the  moft  forward,  on  this  occafion,  to  efpoufe  a  caufe  which  they  confidered— whether  juftly  or  unjuftly 
we  ftiall  not  here  enquire — as  the  cawfe  ef  freedom  ! 
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V  flag,    his  majefty   has,   in  conference,  taken  eventual  meafures,  in  concert  wit'i  the 
«•  United  States  of  North  America." 

This  declaration,  hy  which  infult  was  added  to  injury,  was  received  by  the  Britifh 
court  with  evident  marks  of  indignation;  and  the  recall  of  the  Englifh  ambaffador  from 
Verfailles,  a  meafure  which  was  now  rendered  almoft  a  matter  of  neceffity,  was  the  fig- 
nal  for  the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 

As  the  French  miniftryhad  long  prepared  for  this  event,  they  began  the  war  with  con- 
siderable advantage.  In  the  month  of  April,  the  count  d'Eftaing  failed  from  Toulon 
with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates.  On  board  this  fleet  was  embarked  a  body 
of  land  forces  ;  and  Silas  Deane,  the  American  envoy  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  and 
Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  fecrctary  to  the  council  of  ftate,  who  had  figned  the  late 
treaty,  in  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  and  was  now  appointed  minifter- plenipotentiary  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  accompanied  the  count  on  board  the  Langucdoc. 

This  armament  was  defined  to  firike  an  important  blow  againft  the  Englifh  in  Ameri- 
ca, who,  at  the  period  of  its  arrival  on  that  coaft,  were  Rationed  in  the  environs  of  Sandy- 
Hook,  whence  they  afterwards  paffed  over  to  New  York.  Had  not  d'Eftaing  been  de- 
layed by  bad  weather,  and  other  unexpected  impediments  which  he  met  with  on  his  voy- 
age, he  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  Englifh  tranfpo^ts  in  the  Dela- 
ware, or  on  the  paffage  from  thence,  extremely  loaded  and  encumbered,  and  convoyed 
only  by  two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  fome  frigates.  The  .Britifh  fleet  muff  confequently 
have  been  deflroyed;  and  as  the  enemy  could  not  then,  by  any  poffible  means,  haveprofe- 
cuted  its  way  to  New  York,  and  would  have  been  enclofed,  on  one  fide,  by  the  Ameri- 
can army,  and,  on  the  other,  by  the  French  fleet,  cut  off"  from  all  fupply  of  provifion, 
and  deftitute  of  every  refource,  a  fimilar  difgrace  to  that  fuftained  by  the  Englifh,  at 
Saratoga,  in  the  preceding  campaign,  muff,  neceflarily  have  been  incurred. 

Indeed,  had  d'Eftaing,  even  then,  directed  his  courfe  immediately  to  New-York,  in- 
ftead  of  the  Chefapeak  or  Delaware,  he  (till  might  have  fecured  the  moll  important  ad- 
vantages, as  he  would,  in  that  cafe,  have  encountered  the  Englifh  fleet  and  army,  when 
they  were  entangled,  either  with  the  laying  or  pairing  of  the  bridge  of  boats,  which  had 
been  conftrudted  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  the  troops  from  the  continent  to  Sandy- 
Hook,  recently  become  an  ifland  by  a  violent  breach  of  the  fea.  In  either  circumftance 
he  muft  have  crufhed  the  enemy;  but  his  great  objedt  was  the  furprife  of  the  Englifh 
fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and  the  confequent  inclofure  of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,  a  defigiii 
which,  providentially  for  the  Englifh,  was  iruilrated  by  the  winds  and  weather. 

On  the  eleventh  of  July  d'Eftaing  made  his  appearance  off"  Sandy-Hook,  where  lay 
the  Britifh  -leet,  confifting  of  fix  fixty-four  gun  fhips,  three  of  fifty,  two  of  forty  guns, 
with  fome  frigates  and  floops,  under  the  command  of  lord  Howe.  But  the  fuperiority 
of  the  French  was,  in  fome  meafure,  counterbalanced  by  the  advantage  which  the  Eng- 
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lifh  enjoyed  in  the  poffeffion  of  that  port  or  harbour  which  is  formed  by  Sandy-Hook  ; 
the  entrance  of  which  is  narrow,  and  the  navigation  for  large  fhips  rendered  dangerous 
by  a  bar  which  croffes  it,  and  from  whence  the  inlet  pafles  to  New-York.  The  expect- 
ed and  avowed  object  of  d'Eftaing  v\  as  to  force  that  paffage,  and  to  attack  the  Englifh 
i(jnadron  in  the  harbour.  Notwithftanding  the  utmoft  exertions  of  prepararion  made 
by  lord  Howe,  that  the  time  could  pofftbly  admit,  yet  from  a  variety  of  unavoidable  in- 
cidents, his  fliips  were  not  arrived  in  their  refpective  fituations  of  defence,  nor  had  there 
been  fufficient  time  to  chufe  their  fituations  with  proper  judgment,  when  d'Eftaing  ap- 
peared without  the  Hook.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  which,  with  refpedt  to  effect, 
might  be  confidered,  in  Pome  degree,  as  affording  the  advantages  of  a  furprize,  if  he  had 
pulhcd  on  directly  to  pafs  the  bar  and  force  the  paffage,  it  would  feein,  that  the  advan- 
tage of  fituation  could  not  be  capable  of  counteracting  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  his  force. 
But  as  d'Eftaing  was  of  opinion  that  his  large  fliips  could  not  pafs,  in  fafety,  through 
the  ftrc'ghts  and  over  the  bar,  he  caft  anchor  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  about  four  miles  with- 
out the  Hook,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmall  town  of  Shrewfbury. 

In  this  pofition  the  French  fleet  remained  at  anchor  eleven  days,  which  were  patted  in 
taking  in  a  fupply  of  water  and  provifions.  The  Englifh  fleet  was  thus  blocked  up,  and 
many  veffels  under  Englifh  colours  (who  were  ignorant  of  the  lofs  of  their  ufual  pro- 
tection) were  daily  captured  by  the  French.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  July  d'Eftaing 
left  his  ftation,  and  foregoing  the  probable  advantage  of  a  defperate  attack  on  the  Britifli 
fleet  at  Sandy-Hook,  which  art  unufual  rife  of  the  water  would  have  enabled  him  to 
make,  without  danger  to  his  fliips  paffing  the  bar,  fleered  toward  Rhode  Ifland,  the  in- 
vaflon  of  which  he  had  planned  in  concert  with  the  United  States.  The  American  ge- 
neral Sullivan  affembled  a  body  of  troops,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Providence,  with  a 
view  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  ;  whilft  d'Eftaing  was  to  enter 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  near  its  fouthem  extremity,  and,  after  deftroying  the  fliipping, 
by  a  powerful  aflault  on  the  works  facing  the  fea,  to  place  the  Britifh  forces  betweea 
two  fires. 

The  French  fleet  either  blocked  up  or  entered  the  feveral  inlets,  between  which  Rhode, 
and  its  adjoining fmaller  iflands  are  enclofed,  and  which  form  a  communication  more  or 
kfs  navigable  in  the  different  branches,  between  the  open  fea  and  the  back  continent;  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  the  main  body  caft  anchor  without  Brenton's  Ledge,  about 
five  miles  from  Newport.  Two  of  their  line  of  battlc-fhips  ran  up  the  Naraganfet 
paffage,  and  anchored  off  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  of  Conanicut,  where  they  were 
prevented  for  feveral  days,  by  contrary  winds,  from  rejoining  the  fleet ;  while  fome  of 
their  frigates,  entering  the  Seconnet  paffage,  compelled  the  Englifh  to  burn,  three 
fmall  armed-veflels,  which  mult  otberwife  have  been  captured. 

Two 
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Two  oppofite  bays,  in  the  inlets  on  the  eaftern  and  wefiern  f!vk>  of  the  ifland,  com- 
prefsitfomuch,  Dsto  form  a  kind  of  ifthmus,  by  which  thefouthern  end,  that  fpreads  intt) 
the  ocean,  is  connected  with  the  main  body.  The  town  of  Newport  lies  juft  within  this 
peninfula,  at  the  opening  of  the  ifthmus;  on  the  wcftern  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  oppofite 
the  ifland  of  Conanicut  ;  the  fpace  between  both  forming  a  bay,  which  includes,  or  forms* 
the  harbour.  The  inlet  to  the  hatbour  from  the  fca,  called  the  middle  channel,  is  nar- 
row, and  enclofedhy  Brenton's  point,  and  the  oppofite  point  of  Conanicut,  which  forms 
the  fouthern  extremities  of  both  iflands.  A  chain  of  high  grounds,  which  erodes  the  ifth- 
mus  from  channel  to  channel  above  Newpoit,  was  ftrongly  covered  by  lines,  redoubts, 
and  artillery  ;  fo  that  the  peninfula  might  be  confidered  as  a  garrifon,  diftrinct  from  the 
reft  of  the  ifland;  and,  under  the  protection  of  a  fuperior  naval  force,  might,  in  a  great 
meafure,  defy  any  attempts  from  the  northern  fide,  fuppofing  that  an  enemy  had  effected 
a  landing  in  fuch  circumftances.  But  the  French,  being  mafters  by  fea,  rendered  the  talk 
of  defence,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  an  attack  on  both  fides  at  the  fame  time,  exceed- 
ingly arduous.  ; 

General  Sullivan  affembled  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men — of  whom  one  half  were  vo- 
lunteers from  New  England  and  Connecticut — to  fecond  the  efforts  ofd'Eftaing.  As  ths 
operations  of  the  French  fleet  were  regulated  by  thofe  of  the  army  on  land,  they  continued 
inactive,  until  Sullivan  was  in  condition  to  pafs  over  from  the  continant  to  the  north  end 
of  the  ifland.  On  the  eighth  of  Auguft,  finding  that  meafure  in  forwardnefs,  and  the  wind 
being  favourable,  they  entered  the  harbour  under  an  eafy  fail,  cannonading  the  batteries 
and  town  as  they  pafTed,  and  receiving  their  fire,  without  any  material  effect  on  either  fide. 
They  anchored  above  the  town,  between  Goat  ifland  and  Conanicut,  but  nearer  to  the 
latter,  on  which  both  the  French  and  Americans  had  parties  for  fome  days  paft. 

D'Eftaing,  by  thus  entering  the  harbour,  reduced  the  Englifh  to  the  neceffity  of  de- 
flroying  fix  of  their  frigates,  which  muft  otherwife  have  fallen  into  his  hands  ;  but  he 
was  prevented  from  reaping  any  farther  advantage,  by  a  fudden  change  of  wind,  which 
induced  him  to  put  to  fea;  and,  after  fome  fharp but  indecifive  actions  between  fingle 
fhips,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  fail  to  Bolton,  in  order  to  repair  the  damages  he  had  fuftain- 
ed  during  a  violent  tempeft,  which,  by  difperfing  both  fleets,  had  prevented  a  general 
engagement. 

If  d'Eftaing,  inftead  of  going  to  Bofton,  had  re-entered  the  harbour,  and  co-operated 
with  the  Americans,  in  conformity  with  their  mod  earneft  folicitations,  the  ftate  of  the 
Englifh  garrifon  in  Rhode  ifland  would  have  been  extremely  perilous;  and  he  had  a  fair 
profpedt  of  retrieving,  by  a  ftrokeof  no  fmall  importance,  the  failure  of  fuccefsin  his 
grand  object.  Such  a  fuccefsful  co-operation  would  likewife  have  had  a  wonderful  effect 
in  conciliating  the  minds  of  his  new  allies,  and  in  giving  them  an  idea  which  they  were 
not  much  difpofed  to  entertain,  of  the  vigour  and  efficacy  of  the  French  councils  and 

arms. 
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aims.     The  departure  of  d'Eftaing  eftlclually  fruftratcd  the  attempt  on  the  iflaud,  and 

Sullivan,  loon  after,  withdrew  his  troops. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh  admiral,  on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  by  d'Eftaing,  difpatched  a  body  of  troops 
u  ith  onlers  to  reduce  the  (mall  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which  had  been 
allotted  to  Fiance  by  the  laft  treaty  of  peace,  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  and  drying  their 
lilh,  and  ferving  as  a  llore-houfe  and  fhelter  for  the  vefTels  employed  in  their  fifhery. 

As  France  had  been  particularly  reftricled  by  the  treaty  from  fortifying  thofe  iilands, 
and  equally  tied  down  from  any  encreafe  of  a  fmall  limited  number  of  troops  in  them, 
which  were  only  adapted  to  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  not  to  any  pur- 
pofes  of  defence,  againft  whatever  might  deferve  the  name  of  enemy,  this  fervice  was 
accordingly  performed  without  difficulty.  A  capitulation  was  granted,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  governor,  with  the  inhabitants  and  the  garrilon,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  about  two  thoufand,  were  tranfmitted  to  France:  all  the  accommodations  of  habi- 
tation, trade,  and  fifhery  were  deftroyed  ;  and  the  iflands  thrown  back  into  their  ori- 
ginal ftate. 

From  the  continent  of  America  the  flame  of  war  had  been  rapidly  communicated  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands.  The  marquis  de  Bouille,  governor-general  of  Martinico,  was 
informed  of  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  which,  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris  had  been  ceded  by  France  to  England.  The  Britifh  government  had,  indeed,  in- 
curred a  confiderable  expence  in  fortifying  the  ifland,  and  in  fupplying  the  works  with 
a  numerous  artillery,  but  the  garriion  was  totally  incompetent  to  the  defence  of  the  one, 
or  to  the  ufe  of  the  other.  The  marquis,  accordingly,  landed  on  the  ifland,  on  the  fe- 
venth  of  September,  1778,  at  dawn  of  day,  with  about  two  thoufand  men,  and  proceed- 
ed to  attack  the  diiFerent  batteries  and  forts  by  land,  as  the  marine  force  which  accom- 
panied him  did  by  fea.  The  few  regular  troops,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  men,  to- 
gether with  the  militia  and  inhabitants  in  general,  did  all  that  could  be  expedted  againft 
fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force,  and  under  fuch  circumftances  of  furprize.  But  the  French 
having  eafily  reduced  thofe  batteries  which  lay  firft  in  their  way,  and  which  were  but 
half-manned,  and  advanced  to  attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau,  by  fea  and  land,  which 
likewife  comprehended  the  principal  fortifications  of  the  ifland,  the  commander  of  the 
Englifh  troops,  perceiving  the  futility  of  defence,  prudently  determined  to  fave  the  in- 
habitants from  plunder  and  ruin,  by  entering  into  a  capitulation. 

The  terms  by  the  generoflty  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  were  rendered  highly  favour- 
able to  the  inhabitants.  Befides  the  honours  of  war,  and  the  liberty  of  retaining  their 
arms,  with  the  fulleft  fecurity  to  their  eft  ate  s, -property  of  every  fort,  rights,  privileges, 

and 
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and  immunities,  they  were  allowed  to  retain  every  part  of  their  civil  and  religious  go- 
vernment, with  all  their  laws,  cuftoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and  ministers  of  juftice,  until 
the  conclufion  of  a  peace;  and,  at  tint  period,  if  the  ifland  fliould  be  ceded  to  France, 
they  had  the  liberty  of  choice,  whether  to  adhere  to  their  own  political  form  of  govern- 
ment, orto  accept  that  eftablifhed  in  the  French  i Hands.  And  in  either  event,  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  as  did  not  chufe  to  continue  under  a  French  government,  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  fell  all  their  efhtesrcal  and  perfonal,  and  to  retire  with  their  effects  wherever 
they  pleafed.  Not  the  fmalleft  diforder  nor  pillage  was  allowed  ;  and  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  in  lieu  of  plunder,  distributed  a  considerable  fum  of  money  among  his  trooops. 

D'Eftaing,  during  thefe  transactions,  had  been  bufily  employed  in  refitting  his  Ships, 
and  having  completed  this  object,  he  quitted,  early  in  November,  the  harbour  of  Bofton, 
with  a  full  determination  to  reduce  all  the  BritiSh  pofTeffions  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  he  published  a  declaration,  intended  to  be  difperfed  among  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Canada,  to  whom  it  was  addrefled,  in  the  name  of  their  antient 
Sovereign,  the  king  of  Fiance.  The  object  of  this  publication  was  to  recall  the  affec- 
tion to  their  former  government,  and  to  revive  all  the  national  attachments  of  that  peo- 
ple, thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an  invafion  either  from  France  or  America,  and  to  raife 
their  expectation  and  hope  to  no  diftant  change  of  mafters.  For  thefe  purpofes  they 
were  applied  to  and. invoked,  by  all  the  endearing  and  flattering  ties  of  countrv,  blood, 
language,  common  laws,  cuftom,  and  religion;  by  their  former  friendships,  antient 
glory,  and  fellowShip  in  arms  ;  and  even  by  their  common  participation  in  the  dangers 
and  misfortunes  of  the  la  ft  war.  To  touch  the  vanity  of  a  people  exceedingly  prone  to 
that  failing,  they  were  flattered  by  reminding  them  of  thofe  peculiar  military  honours, 
diftindlions,  and  royal  decorations,  which  would  have  conftituted  the  glorious  rewards 
of  their  prowefs  in  the  French  fervice  ;  from  which. they  had  been  fo  long  debarred,  and 
which  were  held  fo  dear  by  all  their  countrymen.  Thev  were  taught  to  confider  the 
French  and  Americans  as  equally  friends,  and  almoft  as  one  people  ;  whofe  invafion  of 
Canada,  whether  jointly  or  Separately,  inftead  of  conveying  hoftility  or  defolation  to 
them,  would  have,  for  its  fole  object,  their  liberation  from  the  galling  yoke  of  a  foreign 
power,  whofe  refidence  was  fixed  in  another  hemiSpere;  their  emancipation  from  fubjec- 
tion  to  a  people  who  differed  wholly  from  them  in  religion,  in  manners,  in  language,  in< 
every  thing  ;  whofe  jealous  and  defpotic  government  would,  fooner  or  later,  treat  them 
as  a  conquered  people,  and  undoubtedly  much  worfe  than  they  had  done  their  own  late 
countrymen,  the  Americans,  to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  their  former  victories, 
Their  future  condition,  in  the  event  of  this  propofed  emancipation  from  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  was  left  almoft  entirely  in  the  dark;  although  fome  faint  and  diftant 
allufion  was  holden  out,  to  a  Similar  ftate  of  freedom  to  that  poffeffed  by  the  BritiSh. 
colonies.  D'Eftaing  feemed  not  altogether  authorized  to  give  up  the  idea  of  the  resto- 
ration of  Canada  to  the  dominion  of  Franse;  but  he  was  aware  that  an  avowal  of  thofe 
Sentiments  might  have  been  yet  imprudent  with  refpect  to  that  people,  and   would  have 

been 
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been  difgufting  and  alarming,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  the  Americans.  He,  however, 
affined  the  Canadians,  in  the  name  of  the  French  king,  that  all  his  former  fubjedts,  who 
fliould  relinquifli  their  dependence  on  Great  Britain,  might  depend  on  his  fupport  and 
prole&ion. 

Aware  of  the  danger  to  which  the  Weft-India  iflands  would  he  cxpofed  from  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  French  in  that  quarter,  the  Englifh  commander  at  New  York  had,  foon 
after  the  reduction  of  Dominica,  detached  a  body  of  five  thoufand  troops  for  their  pro- 
tection, under  the  command  of  general  Grant.  The  firft  expedition  undertaken  by  thefe 
forces,  whofe  operations  were  feconded  by  a  Britifh  fleet,  under  admiral  Ban'mgton,  was 
the  reduction  of  the  French  ifland  of  Saint  Lucia  ;  an  enterprize  of  the  u-tmoil  importance 
in  all  the  enfuing  operations  of  the  wac  Thereferveof  the  Britifh  army,  with  the  grena- 
diers and  light  infantry,  under  the  command  of  general  Matthews,  was  landed  at  the 
grand  Cul  de  Sac  in  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth  of  December.  That  officer,  with  his 
detachment,  immediately  pufhed  forward  to  the  heights  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  bay, 
which  were  occupied  by  the  chevalierdeMicoud,  the  French  commandant,  with  the  regular 
forces  and  militia  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  pofts,  though  difficult  of  accefs,  were  foon  forced 
by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Englifh,  who  alfo  took  poffeffion  of  a  field-piece,  with 
which  the  French  fired  upon  the  boats  employed  in  landing  the  troops,  and  a  tour-gun 
battery,  which  had  been  fuccefsfully  directed  againft  the  {hipping  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour. 

General  Prefcot,  meanwhile,  had  landed  with  five  regiments,  with  which  he  guarded 
the  environs  of  the  bay,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pufhed  on  his  advanced  pofts,  fo  as  to 
preferve  a  communication  during  the  night  with  the  referve.  The  next  morning  the  re- 
ferve  followed,  and  fupported  by  general  Prefcot,  advanced  to  the  little  capital  of  Morne 
Fortune,  of  which  they  took  poffeffion.  The  chevalier  de  Micoud  made  the  beft  defence 
that  his  fituation  would  admit  of,  but,  conftantly  preffed  by  fuperior  numbers,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  before  the  Britifh  troops,  from  poft  to  poft.  As  the  referve  advanced, 
general  Prefcot  exerted  the  utmoft  diligence  and  circumfpedtion  in  fupplying  the  pofts 
and  batteries  in  their  rear  with  every  poffible  means  of  defence. 

While  thefe  meafures  of  fecurity  were  carrying  into  execution,  general  Meadows  pufh- 
ed forward  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  important  poft  of  the  Viegie,  which  commanded 
•the  north  fide  of  the  careenage  harbour;  while  another  Britifh  officer,  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  troops,  guarded  the  landing-place,  kept  up  the  communication  with  the  fleet, 
and  fent  detachments  to  occupy  feveral  pofts  upon  the  mountains,  which  overlooked  and 
commanded  the  fouth  fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac, 

The  laft  French  flag,  on  thofe  pofts  which  were  in  fight  among  the  neighbouring  hills, 
svas  icarcely  firicken,   when  d'Eftaing,  with  a  confiderable  force,  appeared  in  view  of  the 
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Britifh,  fleet  and  army.  Befides  his  original  fquadron  of  twelve  large  fhips  of  the  line, 
he  was  now  accompanied  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  frigates,  privateers,  and  tranfports,  with 
a  land  force,  amounting  to  eight  thoufand  men.  Thefe  were  intended  for  the  reduction 
of  all  the  Britifh  Leeward  fettlements;  from  the  immediate  purfuit  of  which  project 
d'Eftaing  had  been  deterred  by  the  intelligence  he  received  of  the  attack  on  Saint  Lucia; 
a  circumftance  which  he  confidered  as  Angularly  fortunate,  it  feeming  to  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  crufliing,  at  a  fingle  blow,  the  whole  Britifh  force  by  fea  and  land;  and, 
indeed,  had  he  arrived  but  four-and-twenty  hours  fooner,  his  moft  fanguine  hopes  muft, 
in  all  human  probability,  have  been  completely  gratified.  As  it  was,  the  day  being  far 
advanced,  d'Eftaing  deferred  his  operations  till  the  enfuing  morning. 

The  Britifh  fleet,  which  confided  only  of  one  fhip  of  feventy-four  guns,  one  of  feven- 
ty,  two  of  fixty-four,  three  of  fifty,  and  three  frigates,  was  ftationed  in  the  moft  fouthern 
inlet,  called  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac  ;  the  tranfports  filling  the  interior  part  of  the  bay, 
and  the  (hips  of  war  drawn  up  in  a  line  acrofs  the  entrance,  which  was  (till  farther  fe- 
cured  by  a  battery  on  the  fouthern,  and  another  on  the  northern  oppofite  points  of  land. 
Thecareenage  bay  which  led  up  towards  Mome  Fortune,  lay  between  two  and  three  miles 
to  the  northward  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac  ;  and  the  neninfula  of  the  Viegie,  occupied  by 
general  Meadows,  formed  the  northern  boundary  oi  the  careenage,  and  covered  its  en- 
trance on  that  fide  ;  Choc  bay,  and  Gros  Iilet  bay  lay  ft  ill  farther  north. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  certain  that  the  intelligence  received  by  d'Eftaing  was 
fo  imperfect,  that  he  did  not  even  know  that  the  Britifh  forces  had  extended  their  opera- 
tions fo  far  as  to  have  taken  poffeffion  of  the  Viegie,  and  other  pofts  adjoining  to  the 
careenage;  and,  under  this  delufion,  his  firft  motion  in  the  morning  was  to  ftand  in,  with 
his  whole  fleet  of  lhips  of  war  and  tranfports,  for  that  bay.  But  a  well-directed  fire, 
which  his  own  fhip,  the  Languedoc,  received  from  one  of  thofe  batteries  which  had  fo 
lately  changed  mafters,  foon  convinced  him  of  his  miftake.  Difconcerted  by  a  circum- 
ftance fo  wholly  unexpected,  he  was,  for  fome  time,  at  a  lofs  how  to  act.  At  length, 
however,  d'Ellaing,  with  ten  fail  of  the  line,  flood  on  for  the  enemy's  fquadron.  A 
warm  conflict  enfued;  but  the  Englifh  admiral  fuftained  the  attack  with  the  utmoft  firm- 
nefs,  and,  being  ably  feconded  by  the  battery  from  the  northern  fhore,  which  compleatly 
raked  the  enemies  fhips  as  they  bore  up,  compelled  them  to  fall  to  leeward,  and  dif- 
continue  the  engagement. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  d'Eftaing,  having  made  a  newdifpofition,  renewed  the  action 
with  twelve  fail  of  the  line.  This  attack  was  better  fupported  and  longer  continued 
than  the  firft  ;  the  cannonade  was  exceedingly  heavy,  and  its  whole  weight  concentrated 
within  a  narrower  direction  than  before  j  but  neither  the  change  of  pofition,  nor  the  ad- 
ditional force,  were  capable  of  rendering  this  effort  more  fuccefsful  than  the  former. 
After  a  long  and  clofe  engagement,  the  French  fleet  fell  into  confufion,  and  retired  from 
action,  having  fuftained  confiderable  damage,  without  having  been  able  to  make  the 
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fmnlleft  cifcctivc  impreffion  on  the  Britifh  line.  The  next  day  the  whole  fleet  plied 
up  to  windward,  and  anchored  in  the  evening  off  Grofs  Iflet,  about  two  leagues  to  the 
northward. 

D'Eflaing  now  refolved  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland,  and,  accordingly,  landed 
his  troops,  during  the  night  and  the  following  morning,  in  Choc  bay,  which  lay  between 
Grofs  Iflet  and  the  careenage.  The  country  which  was  now  the  fcene  of  action  was  as 
difficult  and  impracticable,  whether  with  refpedt  to  its  face,  or  to  the  climate,  in  which 
it  would  feem  that  war  could,  in  any  manner,  be  conducted.  It  prefented  no  regular 
face,  but  a  broken  and  confufed  heap  of  fteep  and  abrupt  hills,  fcattered  among  greater 
mountains,  every  where  diflected  by  narrow  winding  vallies,  deep  defiles,  and  difficult 
gullies.  The  Englifh  general,  Grant,  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces,  occupied  all  the 
ftrong  holds  among  the  hills  on  either  fide  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac  ;  and  commanded, 
by  feveral  detached  pofts,  the  ground  that  extended  from  thence  to  the  careenage,  which 
lay  at  a  diftance  of  about  two  miles.  A  battery  on  their  fide,  and  at  the  fouth  point  of 
the  careenage,  with  another  on  the  oppofite  point  of  the  Viegie,  defended  the  entrance 
into  that  bay,  and,  as  we  have  before  fbted,  checked  the  attempt  of  the  French  fleet  to 
attain  that  object.  Thefe  troops  were  alfo  poffeffed  of  two  other  batteries,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  bay,  where  it  narrows  into,  or  is  joined  by  a  creek,  which,  paffing  Morne 
Fortune,  Lnterfects  the  country  for  fome  way  farther  up.  Thefe  batteries  were  covered 
in  front  by  the  creek,  and  commanded,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  land  approaches  to 
the  Viegie. 

Thus  general  Meadows,  who,  with  the  referve,  was  flationed,  and,  as  it  were,  fhut  up 
in  that  peninfula,  was,  by  diftance  and  fituation,as  well  as  that  decided  fuperiority  which 
the  numbers  of  the  French  enabled  them  to  maintain  in  all  the  parts  of  whatever  fervice 
they  undertook,  totally  cut  off  from  the  fupport  of  the  main  body,  any  farther  than  what 
might  be  derived  from  the  batteries  above  mentioned.  He  was,  indeed,  in  pofleffion  of 
very  ftrcng  ground,  but  there  were  circumftances  to  counterbalance  that  advantage.  A 
retreat,  however  preffed  or  overpowered  he  might  be,  was  impoffible  ;  and  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  fituation,  which  afforded  ftrength  to  the  peninfula  in  one  refpedt,  rendered 
it  liable  to  danger  in  another,  as  he  was  expofed  to  a  landing  and  attack  from  the  fea  in 
the  rear,  at  the  very  inftant  that  he  might  have  been  defper3tely  engaged,  or  perhaps  over- 
borne, in  the  front.  But,  fortunately  for  the  Englifh,  his  troops,  though  fmall 
in  number  (not  exceeding  thirteen  hundred  men)  had  been  trained  to  difcipline,  inured 
to  fatigue,  and  accuftomed  to  exertions  of  courage  in  the  plains  of  America  ;  while  their  . 
bofoms  were  fired  with  the  fame  paflion  for  glory  which  fo  ardently  glowed  in  the  breaft ' 
of  their  commander. 

The  French  were  extremely  disappointed  when,  after  their  landing,  they  difcovered 
that  the  Englifh  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  mountains  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  grand  Cul 
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de  Sac  ;  for  the  bombarding  of  the  Britifli  fleet  from  thofe  heights,  which  fo  effectually 
commanded  that  bay,  was  the  firft  great  object  of  their  landing;  which,  from  rhe  ftrong 
pofition  occupied  by  that  part  of  the  enemy's  troops,  was  now  totally  unattainable,  with- 
out a  general  engagement,  which  d'Eftaing  was  not  yet  difpofed  tori'fk. 

After  an  attentive  confederation  of  the  different  circumflances,  the  French  command- 
ers determined  to  direct  their  firft  effort  feparately  again  ft  general  Meadows ;  and  to  attack, 
the  peninfula,  at  the  fame  time,  by  land  and  fea.  For  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes,  about 
five  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops  were  drawn  out  (on  the  eighteenth  of  December)  and 
advanced  in  three  columns  to  attack  the  Britifli  lines,  which  were  drawn  acrofs  the 
ifthmus  that  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  continent.  That  on  the  right  was  led  by  the 
count  d'Eftaing;  the  centre  by  the  count  de  Lovendhal ;  and  the  left  column  by  the 
marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Martinico.  The  remainder  of  the  forces  were  kept 
difengaged,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Englifh  troops  that  were  flationed  in  the  other 
pofts,  and  to  check  any  attempt  they  might  make  to  fuccour  general  Meadows. 

On  the  near  approach  of  the  columns,  they  were  enfiladed,  with  great  effect,  by  the 
batteries  on  the  fouth  of  the  bay  ;  but,  notwithftanding  this  impediment,  they  ruihed  on 
to  the  charge,  with  that  impetuofity  which  fo  ftrongly  characterizes  their  nation.  They 
were  received  with  a  coolnefs,  fteadinefs,  and  immoveable  firmnefs,  which  even  exceeded 
the  expectations  of  thofe  who  were  moft  verfed  in  the  temper  and  character  of  their  ene- 
my. The  French  troops  were  fuffered  to  advance  fo  clofe  to  the  entrenchments,  with- 
out oppofltion,that  the  Britifh  front  line  fired  but  once,  and  then  received  the  enemy  on 
the  bayonet.  That  fire  had,  of  courfe,  a  dreadful  effect ;  but  the  French,  notwith- 
ftanding, fupported  the  conflict  with  great  refolution,  and  fuffered  extremely  before  they 
were  entirely  repulfed. 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered  their  breath  and  order,  they  renewed  the  attack  with 
the  fame  eagernefs  and  impetuofity  as  before  ;  and  were  again  encountered  with  the  fame 
determined  refolution  and  inflexible  obftinacy.  Although  they  had  fuffered  feverely  in 
thefe  two  attacks,  they  again  rallied,  and  returned  to  the  charge  the  third  time.  But 
the  affair  was  now  foon  decided.  Thev  were  totally  broken,  and  obliged  to  retire  in  the 
utmoft  diforderand  confufion,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  in  the  power  of  the  vic- 
tors3.    The  diverfion  attempted  by  fea  produced  little  or  no  effect. 

3  In  a  converfation  which  the  author  had  with  the  count  de  Lovendhal,  On  the  tubject  of  this  expedition,  two 
years  after  it  took  place,  he  had  the  fatisfaction  to  hear  that  nobleman  declare,  that  a  more  able  and  mafterly  dif- 
pofition  for  the  reception  of  an  enemy,  more  invincible  firmnefs  in  fuftaining,  or  more  intrepid  courage  in  re- 
pelling an  attack,  than  was  that  day  difplayed  by  the  Englifh  commander  and  his  troops,  no  officer  had  ever  wit- 
neffed.  The  count  profeffed  the  higheft  admiration  and  efteem  for  general  Meadows,  and  predicted,  from  what  he 
had  feen  of  his  conduct  in  this  action,  that  he  would  make  one  of  the  firft  generals  in  Europe.  The  whole  t«r 
Hour  of  that  gallant  officer's  behaviour  tends  to  juftify  the  opinion  entertained  of  him  bv  the  count, 
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The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  French  exceeded  any  thing  that  could  have  been  fuppofed  or 
apprehended,  whether  from  the  numbers  engaged,  or  from  the  duration  of  the  action. 
No  lefsthan  four  hundred  men  were  killed  upon  the  fpot  ;  five  hundred  were  fo  defpe- 
ratcly  wounded  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  fervice  ;  and  fix  hundred  more  were  {light- 
ly wounded  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  a  number  confiderably  fuperior  to  that  of  the  ene- 
my whom  they  had  encountered.  The  lofs  of  the  victors  was  comparatively  as  fmall, 
as  that  on  the  fide  of  the  vanquished  was  great,  and  beyond  ufual  example  ;  not  one  Bri- 
tifli  officer — though  many  were  wounded — loft  his  life  in  the  action. 

Count  d'Eftalng  continued  ten  days  longer  on  the  ifland,  without  making  any  farther 
attempt,  by  fea  or  land,  to  recover  pofleffion  of  it,  notwithstanding  the  vaft  fuperiority 
of  his  naval  force,  which  hourly  acquired  an  acceffion  of  ftrength,  by  the  arrival  of 
French  and  American  privateers,  which  flocked  thither  from  all  quarters,  to  partake  of* 
the  fpoil,  if  not  of  the  glory,  of  the  enterprise.  He,  at  length,  however,  found  him- 
felf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  relinquifhing  a  conteft,  which  had  proved  equally  barren 
of  profit  and  of  honour.  He,  accordingly,  embarked  his  troops,  on  the  night  of  the  twen- 
ty-eighth, and,  on  the  following  day,  abandoned  the  ifland  to  its  deftiny.  The  chevalier 
de  Micoud,  thus  deprived  of  all  expectation  of  fuccour,  gave  up  the  idea  of  farther  re- 
finance, and  furrendered  to  the  Englifh. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  interruption  of  the  thread  of  our  narration,  we  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  prcfent  under  one  point  of  view  all  the  military  operations  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  though  many  of  them  were  pofterior  to  the  hoftile  events  which- oc- 
curred in  Europe,  to  which  we  fhall  advert.  The  firft  act  of  hoftility — committed, 
however,  under  circumftnnces  which  peculiarly  juftified  the  attempt — was  the  capture  of 
the  Licorne  frigate  by  the  Englifh,  on  the  feventeenth  of  June.  This,  which  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  other  aits  of  a  fimilar  nature,  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  French  mi- 
niftry  as  the  oftenfible  ground  for  iffuing  out  orders  for  reprifals  on  the  fhips  of  Great 
Britain;  and  an  ordinance  for  the  diftribution  of  prizes — which  had  been  figned  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  though,  from  political  motives,  it  had  hitherto  lain  dormant — 
was  now  immediately  publifhed.  Some  days  after  its  publication,  the  French  fleet  failed 
from  Brcft,  amounting  to  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  and  a  great  number  of  frigates. 
They  were  divided  in  three  fquadrons  or  divifions,  the  whole  being  under  the  command 
of  the  count  d'Orvilliers,  who  was  affifted,  in  his  own  particular  divifion,  by  admiral 
count  de  Guichen.  The  fecond  was  commanded  by  count  du  Chaffault,  affifted  by  M. 
de  Rochechouart ;  and  the  third  by  the  duke  of  Chartres,  a  prince  of  the  blood,  who 
was  feconded  by  admiral  count  de  Graffe.  1VL  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  though  bearing  the 
rank  of  admiral,  acted  as  firft  captain  in  the  duke  of  Chartres'  fhip.  On  their  depar- 
ture from  Breft  they  captured  an  Englifh  frigate,  the  Lively,  which  had  been  fent  to 
watch  their  motions. 
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On  the  twenty- third  of  July  the  count  d'Orvilliers  defcried  the  Englifh  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Keppel  ;  but  as  his  principal  object  was  to  intercept  the  enemy's 
trade,  and  to  protect  that  of  his  own  country,  he  ftudioufly  avoided  3n  engagement,  un- 
til the  twenty- feventh,  when  the  efforts  of  the  Engli/h  to  bring  him  to  action,  at  length, 
proved  fuccefsful.  During  this  interval  two  French  fhips  of  the  line  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fleet,  fo  that  the  two  admirals  engaged  on  equal  terms,  each  having  thirty 
fail  of  the  line.  The  action,  however,  being  reluctantly  entered  upon,  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  was  wholly  indecifive:  count  d'Orvilliers  availed  himfelf  of  the  approach 
of  night  to  return  to  the  port  of  Bieft ;  and  the  Englifh,  foon  after,  retired  within  their 
harbours  to  refit. 

It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  regret,  inafmuch  as  it  tends  to  deftroy  the  repofe  of  a  great 
part  of  mankind,  that  while  the  active  fpirit  of  enterprize,  which  forms  fo  prominent  a 
feature  in  the  character  of  Europeans,  has  extended  their  commerce  and  intercourfe  to  the 
rnoft  diftant  regions  of  the  world,  their  contentions  and  animofities  have  kept  an  equal 
pace  with  their  difcoveries,  and  have  been  either  difTeminateu  amongft,  or  in  fome  degree 
affected,  the  remoteft  nations;  experience  thereby  expofing  the  fallacy  of  that  liberal 
fyftem  of  general  advantage,  which  a  fpeculative  plilofopher  might  otherwife  have  hoped 
from  the  eftablifhment  of  a  free  and  eafy  communication  between  all  the  different  com- 
munities of  men.  It  has  been  obferved — and  the  obfervation  has,  unhappily,  but  too 
much  truth  in  it — that  fuch  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  it  may  be  a  queftion  of  no  fmall 
doubt,  whether  the  profcriptivc  laws  or  policy  of  China  and  Japan,  againft  the  admiffion 
of  foreigners,  have  not  true  wifdom  for  their  bafis ;  and,  however  fatal  thev  may  be  to 
the  progrefs  of  fcience  and  arts,  and  the  drffufion  of  general  knowledge,  whether  they 
do  not  lay  a  more  folid  and  permanent  foundation  of  public  fecurity  and  private  happi- 
nefs,  than  fyftems  more  refined,  and  inflitutions  more  liberal.  Thus  much  is  certainly 
clear,  that  the  adoption  of  this  policy  would  have  faved  many  great  nations  from  unex- 
pected ruin,  and  from  general  defolation. 

While  the  effects  of  the  conteft  between  France  and  England  were  gradually  fpreading- 
through  the  different  parts  of  the  old  and  the  new  weftern  world,  its  rage  was  fpeedily 
communicated  to  the  remoter  regions  of  the  eaft ;  to  a  quarter  of  the  globe,  naturally  and 
originally  appertaining  to  the  moft  peaceable,  as  well  as  to  the  mod  unmixed  and  primi- 
tive race  of  mankind;  a  race  more  abhorrent  of  blood  and  cruelty  than  any  other. 

The  fcttlements  of  France  in  the  Eaft  Indies  had  been  totally  fubdued  in  the  laft 
war,  and,  though  reftored  on  the  peace,  were,  by  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  left  in  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs  and  degradation.  Previous  to  any  public  declaration  of  war,  the  Eng- 
lifh Eaft  India  company,  apprized  of  the  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Verfaillesto  vindi- 
cate the  independence  of  America,  difpatched  orders  to  their  governors  to  anticipate  all 
danger  in  that  quarter  by  an  immediate  attack  on  the  pofleffions  of  the  French.  In  con- 
ference 


REIGN     OF  [  f  779* 

fcquence  of  tlicfe  infiruclions,  preparations  were  rrnde  by  tlic  government  of  Madras 
foi  taking  the  field  with  all  poflible  difpatch  ;  but  before  the  Britifh  forces  could  pro- 
ceed on  their  intended  expedition,  the  hoftile  fleets  of  France  and  England,  under  the 
command  of  monfieurTronjoUi  and  admiral  Vernon,  met  near  the  road  of  Pondicherry  ; 
when  an  obitinate  conflict  enfued,  which,  though  attended  with  no  material  lofs  on  either 
fide,  proved  highly  advantageous  to  the  Englifh,  inafmuch  as  it  induced  the  French 
commodore  to  leave  the  coall,  and  enabled  his  adverfary  to  fulfil  the  object  of  his  expe- 
dition, in  forming  the  blockade  of  Pondicherry. 

That  city  was  completely  inverted  by  the  Englifh  army  on  the  twenty-firfl  of  Au- 
guft ;  the  deficiencies  arifing  from  the  weaknefs  of  its  works  were  amply  fupplied  by  the 
bravery  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  ability  of  the  governor,  M.  de  Bellecombe,  who,  with 
about  three  thoufand  men,  of  whom  only  nine  hundred  were  Europeans,  gallantly  refift- 
cd,  for  thefpaceof  a  month,  all  the  efforts  of  the  Englifh  army,  amounting,  in  the  whole 
to  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  men.  But  the  moft  fpirited  exertions  could  only  tend  to 
protract  the  hour  of  fubmiflion  ;  a  practicable  breach  being  made  in  the  walls,  and  every 
preparation  for  a  general  affault  completed,  the  governor  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
averting  the  impending  ruin  by  a  timely  capitulation,  which  was  fignedon  the  fixteenth 
of  October.  The  gallantry  of  his  conduct  enfured  him  the  moll  honourable  terms  from 
jj  generous  foe;  the  regiment  of  Pondicherry  were,  at  his  requeft,  allowed  to  keep  their 
colours;  all  private  property  was  fecured  ;  the  European  part  of  the  garrifon  were  to 
be  trail  fported  to  France;  and  the  feapoys,  or  black  troops,  were  to  be  difbanded  in  the 
country. 

The  victors,  at  the  fame  time,  took  poffefiion  of  the  different  factories  of  the  French 
in  Bengal,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel ;  the  Englifh  flag  was  ere&ed  on  the  walls 
of  Chandernagore,  Gemain,  Carical,  and  Mafulipatam:  the  fort  of  Maine,  in  the  do- 
minions of  Hyder  Ally,  and  protected  by  the  name  of  that  prince,  with  the  iflands  of 
Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  flrong  in  the  number  of  their  inhabitants,  and  the  advantages  of 
-their  Titration,  alone  defied  the  florm  of  war. 

A.  D.  1779.]  Count  d'Eftaing,  having  received  a  confiderable  acceffion  of  force 
during  his  ftay  at  Martinico,  whither  he  had  returned  after  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
recover  the  i  flan  J  of  Saint  Lucia,  was  enabled  to  open  the  prefent  campaign  with  vigour 
andeffect,  and  induced  to  project  expeditions  the  moft  daring  and  decifive.  Saint  Vincent's, 
one  of  the  neutral  iflands,  and  which  had  been  ceded  to  England,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
Lift  war,  was  the  firft  object  of  his  enterprize,  and  became  an  eafy  conqueft.  He 
then  nurfued  his  courfe  for  Grenada,  and  arrived  off  that  ifland,  on  the  fecond 
of  July,  with  a  fleet  of  five-and-twenty  fail  of  the  line,  and  twelve  frigates,  having  on 
board  a  body  of  forces,  which,  including  marines,  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  men.  "The 
ifland  did  not   contain  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  regular  troops,  and  about  four 

hundred 
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hundred  armed  inhabitants  ;  while  its   whole  ftrength  confifted  in  a  fortified  hill,  which 
commanded  the  fort,  harbour,  and  town  of  Saint  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two  and  three  thoufand  men,  under  the  conduct  of  count 
Dillon,  who  the  next  day  inverted  the  hill,  and  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for  carry- 
ing it  by  ftorm  on  the  following  night.  The  governor,  lord  Macartney,  had  placed 
great  reliance  on  the  natural  and  artificial  ftrength  of  this  poft  ;  and  by  the  inhabitants  it 
was  deemed  to  afford  fo  perfect  a  fecurity,  that  it  was  rendered  a  depofit  for  plate,  jewels, 
and  other  moft  valuable  moveables.  Their  refiftance  was  proportioned  to  the  booty  it 
contained ;  and  though  d'Eftaing  headed  a  column  of  the  French  troops  in  perfon,  they 
were  repulfed  at  the  firft  onfet.  The  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  however,  proved 
finally  decifive,  and  they  forced  the  lines,  after  a  fevere  conteft,  which  lafted  about  an 
hour  and  an  half. 

The  cannon  which  they  had  taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill  were  now  directed  againft  the 
fort  ;  and  the  governor,  fenfible  of  the  inutility  of  farther  refiftance,  propofed  a  capitu- 
lation ;  but  d'Eftaing,  inflated  with  the  pride  of  conqueft,  rejected  with  difdain  the  prof- 
fered terms;  and  infolently  prefcribed  fuch  arbitrary  conditions,  as  the  governor  and  in- 
habitants thought  it  better  to  truft  to  the  law  and  cuftoms  of  nations  than  accept :  they 
therefore  furrendered  without  any  ftipulations  whatfoever,  and  abandoned  themfelves  to-- 
the  difcretion  of  the  victor. 

The  feverity  and  oppreffion  exercifed  by  d'Eftaing,  after  the  reduction  of  the  ifland, 
fullied  the  fplendour  of  his  conqueft  ;  but  his  arbitrary  proceedings  were  foon  fufpended 
by  the  appearance  of  the  Englifh  admiral.  Byron,  on  his  return  to  Saint  Lucia,  had 
been  informed  of  the  lofs  of  Saint  Vincent's,  and,  in  conjunction  with  general  Grant, 
had  concerted  a  plan  for  the  recovery  of  that  ifland  :  but,  while  they  were  on  their  paf- 
fage,  they  received  the  difagreeable  intelligence  of  the  invafion  of  Grenada,  and  imme- 
diately changed  their  defign,  in  the  hope?  of  being  ftill  able  to  preferve  that  valuable 
fettlement. 

A  fignal  from  a  battery  on  the  ifland  firft  apprized  the  French  commander  of  the  ene- 
my's approach :  he  immediately  iffued  orders  for  his  whole  fleet  to  ftand  out  to  fea ;  and, 
though  greatly  fuperior  in  numbers  to  admiral  Byron,  deemed  it  more  prudent  to  fecure 
his  prefent  acquifition,  than  to  hazard  it  in  fearch  of  frefh  burels.  The  Englifh  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  bring  on  a  general  action  ;  d'Eftaing  conftantly  and  fuccefsfully  eluded 
their  efforts;  and  the  conteft  that  enfued  was  partial  and  indecifive.  During  the  action 
the  Englifh  were  firft  informed  of  the  total  reduction  of  the  ifland  of  Grenada :  the  ob- 
ject of  the  enterprize  was  thus  at  an  end  ;  fome  of  their  fhips  had  fuffered  confiderably  in 
the  engagement  ;  and  they  determined  to  retreat  to  Saint  Chriftopher's ;  while  d'Ef- 
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taing,  fatisfied  with  the  protection  lie  had  afforded  to  his  nevr  conquelt,  returned,  during 
the  night,  to  Grenada. 

But  no  fooner  had  he  regulated  the  government  of  that  ifland,  than  he  fleered  for 
Martinico  ;  and,  having  there  taken  in  an  ample  fupply  of  naval  ftores,  proceeded  towards 
Saint  Chriltcpher's,  and  defied  the  Englifh.  to  battle.  Incapable  of  forcing  them  in 
their  own  harbour,  and  having  thus  retorted  the  infult  that  had  been  formerly  offered  to 
him  at  Martinico,  he  directed  his  efforts  to  a  different  quarter. 

America  had  hitherto  received  no  very  effential  fcrvice,  with  refpect  to  the  direct  ^ope- 
rations of  the  war,  from  any  co-operation  of  the  French  arms.  The  attempt  on 
Rhode  Ifland,  in  conjunction  with  d'Eftaing,  was  productive  of  expence,  danger,  and 
lofs,  uncompenfated  by  the  feualleft  benefit.  Nor  was  the  conduit  of  that  commander 
more  fatisfactory  to  the  Americans  than  the  expedition  itfelf  was  advantageous.  On  the 
other  hand,  much  mifchief  and  danger  to  the  fouthern  provinces  had  arifen  during  the 
height  of  the  connection,  and  were  perhaps  fcarcely  counterbalanced  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia;  even  admitting  that  event  to  have  been  an  indirect  confequence  of  the 
French  alliance;  and  fuppofing  that  the  Britifh  forces  would  not  otherwife  have  evacu- 
ated that  capital.  It  alfo  afforded  a  juft  fubject  of  complaint  to  the  Americans,  that  the 
protection,  equipment,  and  fupply  afforded  to  the  French  fleet  at  Boflon,  fhould  produce- 
no  better  effect,  than  that  immediate  defertion  of  their  coafts,  which  expofed  them  to  the 
fouthern  invafion.  Upon  the  whole  their  new  alliance  had  not  as  yet  produced  thofe 
important  advantages  which  had  been  certainly  holden  out  in  the  warmth  of  fpecula- 
tion  ;  nor  even  that  proportion  of  them,  which  might  have  been  reafonably  expected,  as 
well  from  a  confederation  of  the  motives  which  led  to  the  connection,  as  of  the  general 
Itate  of  affairs,  and  the  means  and  power  of  the  ally. 

Impreffed  by  thefe  confederations,  the  French  court  now  determined  to  afford  fome 
effential  aid  to  their  new  allies,  by  directing  d'Eflaing's  whole  force  to  their  affiftance. 
That  commander,  accordingly,  having  firft  waited  to  fee  the  homeward-bound  Weft  In- 
<lia  trade  clear  of  danger,  proceeded,  with  two-and-twenty  fhips  of  the  line  and  ten  fri- 
gates, to  the  coaft  of  North-America.  His  firft  object,  which  was  expected  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  with  little  difficulty,  was  the  deftruction  of  the  force  under  the  Englifh 
general  Prevoft,  and  the  confequent  liberation  of  the  fouthern  colonies  from  all  their 
prcfent  danger  and  alarm.  The  fecond  was  of  greater  importance,  and  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  much  greater  difficulty  and  danger:  it  was  a  defegn  to  attack,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  general  Wafhington,  the  Britifh  force  at  New- York,  by  fca  and  land  at  the 
hme  time  ;  and  thus,  by  the  reduction  of  that  ifland  and  its  dependencies,  together  with 
the  confequent  ruin  of  the  enemy's  Beet  and  army,  to  bring  the  war  on  that  continent  to 
a  final  conclufion. 

As 
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As  foon  as  d'£ftai'ng  had  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  America,  he  was  informed  that 
Lincoln,  who  commanded  at  Charles-Town,  had  received  orders  to  a  61  in  conceit  with  him  : 
fome  few  davs  were  confequently  loft  in  adj lifting  the  Suture  operations  of  their  com- 
bined forces  ;  and  it  was  not  till  more  than  a  week,  after  his  firft  appearance  that  ue  an- 
chored off  the  bar  of  the  Tyhce,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah.  The  troops  were 
landed  at  Beaulieu,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Savannah  town  ;  the  frigates  were  ftationed 
fo  as  to  fecure  the  different  inlets  of  the  river  ;  and  the  French,  with  the  American  !; 
horfe,  having  driven  in  the  out-pofls  of  the  enemy,  count  d'Eftaing  fuinmroned  general 
Preroft  to  furrender  the  place  to  the  arms  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty. 

This  fummons  was  conveyed  in  terms  the  moft  haughty  and  imperious;  the 
vaunted,  in  high  language,  that  he  commanded  the  l.ime  troops,  a  detachment  of  whom 
had  recently  taken  the  Hofpital-Hill  in  Grenada  by  ftorm,  not  with  ftanding  its  llrength 
was  fo  great  as  to  be  deemed  by  its  defenders  impregnable.  He  held  out  the  circum- 
ftnnces  of  that  tranfaclion  as  a  leffon  of  caution,  to  ftiew  the  futility,  and  the  very  great 
danger,  with  the  force  which  the  Englifh  general  had,  and  fuch  works  as  he  had  to 
fend,  of  refifting  the  ardour  of  thofe  conquering  troops,  whole  pillage  he  was  hhnfelf 
unable  to  reflrain.  General  Prevoft  was  warned,  in  rather  commanding  terms,  that  he 
fhould  be  perfonally  refponfible  for  all  the  unhappy  or  fatal  conferences  which  might-he 
the  refult  of  his  obflinacy,  in  venturing  a  fruitlefs  refiftance  againft  a  force,  with  which 
he  was  wholly  incapable  of  contending. 

Though  general  Prevoft  had  diligently  employed  the  interval,  between  the  arrival  of 
the  French  and  the  receipt  of  this  fummons,  in  ftrerigthening  the  imperfect  fortifications 
of  the  town,  he  yet  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  joined  bv  a  confiderable  detach- 
ment, then  abfent  on  an  expedition  againft  South  Carolina.  This  circumftance  induced 
him  to  return  an  ambiguous  anfvver;  and  count  d'Eftaing,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  poffef- 
fion  of  the  town  without  bioodfhed,  confented  to  a  truce  for  twenty-four  hours.  lb- 
had  foon  reafon  to  lament  the  addrefs  that  had  deceived  him  into  this  fufpenfion  of  hof- 
tilities  ;  in  the  ill 01 1  fp.ice  mentioned,  the  expected  detachment  entered  Savannah,  and 
the  anfvver  of  the  Englifh  general  announced  his  resolution  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft 
extremity. 

The  French  forces  confifted  of  near  five  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  fome  hundreds 
of  mulattoesand  free  negroes,  whom  they  had  brought  with  them  from  the  Weft- Indies  : 
the  Americans,  who  joined  them  under  the  conduct  of  general  Lincoln,  fwelled  the 
numbers  of  the  belieging  army  to  eight  thoufand  men  :  the  Britifh  garnfon  that  defend- 
ed Savannah  did  not  exceed  three  thoufand.  D'Eftaing,  having  previoufly  pufhed  a  lap 
to  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  abbatis,  to  the  left  of  the  Britifh  center,  began  to 
bombard  the  town,  in  the  night  of  the  third  of  October;  and,  on  the  enfuing  morn,  he 
opened   a   violent  cannonade,  with  thirty-feven  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  and  nine  mor- 
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tars,  from  his  land  batteries,  and  fixtecn  cannon  from  the  water,  which  was  continued  for 
five  fucctflivc  days.  The  town  and  its  inhabitants  differed  greatly  from  the  fire  of  the 
French  ;  but  neither  the  troops,  nor  the  works  they  defended,  fuftained  any  material  in- 
jury. With  a  view  to  encreafe  the  diftrefs  of  the  befieged,  the  allied  generals,  deftitute 
of  that  courtefy  and  humanity  which  fo  ftrongly  characterize  the  military  operations  of 
civilized  nations,  refufed,  in  language  the  moll  brutal  and  infulting,  a  paflage  through 
their  lines  to  the  women  and  children  of  Savannah,  which  was  requeued  by  general 
I' rev  oft. 

The  regular  approaches  that  had  been  fiift  determined  on  but  ill  fuited  the  impetuofity 
or  the  French  commander;  he  was  fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  his  fhips  were  ex- 
pofed,  in  a  moft  critical  feafon  of  the  year,  upon  a  coaft.  which  could  afford  them  no  pof- 
fible  flicker;  he  observed  that  his  batteries  had  produced  but  little  effect  on  the  Britifh 
works;  he  was  impatient  to  proceed  in  queft  of  new  enterprises  ;  and  he  relied,  with 
implicit  confidence,  on  the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

Thefe  various  motives  fuperinduced  a  refolution  which,  had  it  been  adopted  previous 
to  the  return  and  junction  of  the  Britifh  detachment  to  general  Prevoft,  might  have  been 
attended  with  iuccefs.  The  works,  then  weak  and  imperfect,  were  open  to  an  affault, 
and  would  probably  have  been  forced  by  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  French  ;  but  they 
had  now  been  ftrengthened  by  the  affiduous  labour  of  three  weeks,  and  were  covered  with 
a  numerous  artillery,  partly  brought  from  the  Englifh  fhips,  amounting  to  near  one 
hundred  pieces,  and  directed  by  captain  Moncrieffe,  an  engineer  of  approved  and  confum- 
mate  (kill.  Yet  thefe  obstacles,  though  they  efcaped  not  the  obfervatio-n,  could  not 
abate  the  ardor,  of  count  d'Eftaing. 

On  the  ninth  of  October,,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  the  allies  began  their  attack  on  the 
Britifh  lines,  after  a  very  heavy  cannonade  and  bombardment,  which  had  been  continued 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  preceding  night.  D'Eftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower  of 
both  armies,  and  was  accompanied  by  all  the  principal  officers  of  each.  They  advanced 
in  three  columns;  the  attack  was  made  with  great  fpirit,  and  fupported  with  an  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  obftinate  bravery  ;  but  they  were  received  with  fuch  undaunted 
courage,  and  firm  perfeverance,  that,  after  a  dreadful  conflict  of  feveral  hours,  they  were 
obliged  to  retire,  with  confiderable  lofs. 

The  Polifh  count  Polafki,  who  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  American 
war,  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  action,  in  which  twelve  hundred  of  the  allies  are  faid, 
to  have  fallen.  M.  d'Eftaing  himfelf  was  feverely  wounded  in  two  places.  Major- 
general  Fontange,  with  fome  other  French  officers  of  diftin£tion,  was  likewife  wounded. 
This  repulfe  entirely  fruftrated  the  defigns  of  the  French  commander,  who  immediately 
saifed  the  fiege,  and  abandoned  the  unpropitious  coaft.     After  detaching  one  fquadron  of 
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his  fleet  to  Saint  Domingo;  a  fccond,  under  M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  to  Martinico;  and  a 
third,  under  Monfieur  de  Vaudreuil,  to  the  Chefapeak,  wliofe  prefence  prevented  the  in- 
vafion  of  Virginia,  and  retarded  that  of  Carolina  ;  count  d'Eftaing  himfelf,  with  the  {hips 
leaf!  fit  for  fervice,  failed  for  Europe. 

But  the  disappointments  experienced  by  France  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  were 
amply  compenfated  by  the  fuccefs  of  her  negociations  in  Europe  ;  where,  by  the  in 
trigues  of  her  minifiers,  Spain  was  induced  to  refign  the  office  of  mediator,  which  fhe 
had  in  vain  afTumed,  and,  by  becoming  a  principal  in  the  war,  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
the  Family  Compact,  The  combination  againSt  England  feemed  now  too  powerful  to 
be  reSiSted  ;  while  the  French  ministry,  anxious  to  repel  the  charge  of  perfidy  which  had 
been  ftrongly  urged  again  ft  them  by  Great  Britain,  attempted  a  justification  of  their 
conduct  in  a  manifefto,  which  they  publifhed  at  Paris  in  the  name  of  their  Sovereign. 

This  manifesto  Sets  Sorth,  "  That  at  the  acceffion  oS  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  to  the  throne 

"  of  his  anceftors,  France  enjoyed  the  moft  profound  peace,  his  defire  to  perpetuate  the 

"  bleffmgs  whereof  the  king  immediately  Signified  to  the  different    powers   of  Europe. 

"  This  difpofition  of  his  majefty  was  generally  applauded  ;  the  king  of  England  in  par- 

"  ticular  teftified  bis   Satisfaction,  and  gave  the  moft  expreffive   alfurances  oS  Sincere 

11  friendship.     Such  a  reciprocity  oS  Sentiment  justified  his  majefty  in  believing,    that 

"  the  court  of  London  was  at  laft  difpofed  to  adopt  a  mode  of  conduit  more  equitable 

41  and  friendly  than  that  which  had  been    purfued  fince  the  concluSion  of  the  peace  of 

"  1763  ;  and  that  a  final  flop  would  be  put  to  thofe   acts   of  tyranny,  which  his  Subjects 

"  had,  in  every  quarter  oS  the  globe,  experienced,  on  the  part  of  England,  from  the  era 

44  above  mentioned.     His  majefty  perfuaded  himfelf  that   he  could  place  a   Still  greater 

44  reliance  on  the  king  of  England's  proteftations,    as  the  primordial  feed  of  the  Ameri- 

"  carj  revolution  began  to  unfold  itfelf  in  a  manner  highly  alarming  to  the  intereft  of 

"  Great  Britain. 

44  But  the  court  oS  London,  vainly  imputing  that  to  Sear  or  weakneSs,  which  was  but 
"  the  natural  reSult  oS  his  majeSty's  pacific  diSpoSition,  Strictly  adhered  to  her  cuftomary 
41  SyStem,  and  continued  every  haraffing  act  of  violence  againft  the  commerce  and  navi- 
"  gation  oS  the  Subjects  of  France.  His  majefty  repreSented  thcSe  outrages  to  the  king 
"  oS  England  with  the  utmoft  candour,  and,  judging  oS  his  Sentiments  by  his  own,  had 
*«  the  greatest  confidence,  that  the  grievances  would  no  Sooner  be  made  known  than  re- 
"  dreSSed.  Nay,  Sarther,  his  majefty,  being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  embarraiT- 
44  ment  which  the  affairs  of  North  America  had  occaftoned  the  court  of  London,  chari- 
44  tably  forbore  to  encreafe  that  embarrafTment,  by  infifting  too  haftily  on  thofe  repara- 
"  tions  of  injuries,  which  the  Englifh  ministers  had  never  ceafed  to  promife,  nor  ever 
■*'  failed  to  evade. 
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".  Such  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  between  the  two  courts,  when  the  meafures  of  the 
«'  court  of  London  compelled  the  Englifh  colonifis  to  have  recourfc  to  arms  for  the  pre- 
"  fcrvation  of  their  rights,  their  privileges,  and  their  freedom.  The  whole  world  knows 
"  the  era  when  this  brilliant  event  flione  forth  ;  the  multiplied  and  unfuccefsful  efforts 
"  made  by  the  Americans  to  be  reinftated  in  the  bofoin  of  their  mother  country  ;  the 
"  dildainful  manner  in  which  they  were  fpurncd  by  England  ;  and,  finally,  the  act  of 
"  independence,  which  was  at  length,  and  could  noc  but  have  been,  the  natural  refult  of 
"  fuch  treatment. 

"  The  war  in  which  the  United  States  of  North  America  found  themfelves  involved, 
"  with  regard  to  England,  neceffarily  compelled  them  to  explore  the  means  of  forming 
"  connections  with  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  and  of  opening  a  direct  commerce  with 
*'  them.  His  majefty  would  have  neglected  the  mo  ft  effential  interefts  of  his  kingdom, 
"  were  he  to  have  refufed  the  Americans  admifhon  into  his  ports,  or  that  participation  of 
"  commercial  advantages  which  is  enjoyed  by  every  other  nation. 

"  This  conduit,  fo  much  the  refult  of  juftice  and  of  wifdom,  was  adopted  by  far  the 
"  greater  part  of  the  commercial  ftates  of  Europe  ;  yet  it  gave  occafion  to  the  court  of 
"  London  to  prefer  her  reprefentations,  and  give  vent  to  all  the  bitternefsof  complaint. 
"  She  imagined,  no  doubt,  that  fhe  had  but  to  employ  her  ufual  ftyle  of  haughtinefs  and 
"  ambition  to  obtain  of  France  an  unbounded  deference  to  her  will.  But,  to  the  moft 
"  unreafonable  propofitions,  and  the  moft  intemperate  meafures,  h~is  majefty  oppofed 
"  nothing  but  the  calmnefs  of  jujiice,  and  the  moderation  of  reafon\  He  gave  the  king  of 
"  England  plainly  to  understand,  that  he  neither  was,  nor  did  he  pretend  to  be,  a  judge 
*'  of  the  difputes  with  his  colonies ,-  much  lefs  would  it  become  him  to  avenge  the  (guar- 
"  rel  of  that  monarch:  that  in  confequence  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  treat  the 
"  Americansas  rebels;  to  exclude  them  from  his  ports;  and  to  prohibit  them  from  all 
"  commercial  intercourfe  with  his  fubiecls.  Neverthelefs  his  majefty  was  very  ready  to 
"  fhackle,  as  much  as  depended  on  him,  the  exportation  of  arms  and  military  ftores;  and 
"  gave  the  moft  pofitive  affurance,  not  only  that  he  would  not  protect  this  fpecies  of 
"  commerce,  but  that  he  would  alfo  allow  England  free  permiffion  to  flop  thofe  of  his 
**  fubjedts  who  fliould  be  detected  in  carrying  on  fuch  illicit  traffic, obfervirrg  only  the  faith 
«•'  of  treaties,  and  the  laws  and  ufages  of  the  fea.  His  majefty  went  Hill  farther :  he  was 
•'  fcrupuloufly  exact  in  oteferving  every  commercial  ftipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
"  although  it  was  daily  violated' by  the  court  of  London;  and  England,  at  the  very  time, 
•'  had  refufed  to  ratify  it  in  all  its  parts.  As  a  conference  of  the  amicable  part  thus  taken 
"  by  his  majefty,  he  interdicted  the  American  privateers  from  arming  in  his  ports;  he 
"  would  neither  fuller  them  to  fell  their  prizes,  nor  to  remain  one  moment  longer  iii 
"  the  porte  of  France  than  was  confiftent  with  the  fiipulations  of  the  above  treaty.  He 
"  ftrictly  enjoined  his  fubjects  not  to  purchafe  fuch  prizes;  and  in  cafc  of  difobedience 
"  they  were  threatened  v/hh  con.rifcation.  Thefe  acts  had  the  defired  effect  :  but  though 

"  diftinguifhed 


1779-] 


LEWIS      THE      SIXTEENTH.  37 


"  diftinguifhed  as  well  by  their  condefcenfion,  as  by  their  drift  adherence  to  the  fpirit 
"  and  letter  of  a  treaty,  which  his  majefiy  (had  he  been  fo  difpofed)  might  have  confi- 
"  dered  as  non-exiftirig;  all  thefe  aits  were  far  from  fatisfying  the  court  of  London. 
*«  That  court  aifeSed  to  confider  his  majefty  as  refponfible  for  all  tranfgreffions,  al- 
"  though  the  king  of  England,  notwithftand'mg  a  folcmn  a£t  of  parliament,  could  not 
"  himfelf  prevent  his  own  merchants  from  furnifhing  the  North  American  colonies 
*'  with  merchandize,  and  even  military  (lores. 

"  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the  refufal  to  yield  to  the  affuming  demands,  and  arbitrary 
"  pretenfions  of  England,  would  mortify  the  felf-fufficiency  of  that  power,  and  revive 
"  its  ancient  animofity  to  France.  She  was  the  more  irritated  from  her  having  begun  to 
11  experience  fome  checks  in.Ainerica,  whicii  prognoiticated  to  her  the  irrevocable  fepa- 
"  ration  of  her  colonics  ;  and  from  forcfeeing  the  inevitable  calamities  and  lolfes  refult- 
"  ing  from  fuch  a  reparation  ;  and  obferving  France  profit'iig  by  that  commerce,  which 
"  flic,,  with  an  inconfiderate  hand,  bad  thrown  away,  and  adopting  every  means  to  render 
"  her  flag  refpedtable. 

"  Thefe  are  the  combined  caufes  which  have  encreafed  the  defpair  of  the  court  of 
"  London,  and  have  led  her  to  cover  the  feas  with  her  privateers,  furnifhed  with  letters 
"  of  marque,  conceived  in  the  mod  offenfive  terms  ;  to  violate,  without  fcruple,  the 
"  Faith  of  treaties  ;  to  harafs,  under  the  malt  frivolous  and  abfurd  pretences,  the  trade 
"  and  navigation  of  his  majefty's  lubjecls;  to  afTume  to  herfelf  a  tyrannical  empire  of 
"  the  fea  ;  to  prefcribe  unknown  and  inadmiffible  laws  and  regulations ;  to  infu!t,on  many 
*'  occafions,  the  Trench  flag;  in  fhort,  to  infringe  on  his  majefty's  territories,  as  well  in 
"  Europe  as  in  America,  in  a  ftyle  of  infult  the  moit  marked  and  chara&eriltic. 

"  If  his  majefty  had  been  lef,  attentive  to  the  facrcd  rights  of  humanitv;  if  he  had 
"  been  more  prodigal  of  the  blood  of  his  ;    in  fhort,  if,   in  Head  of  following  the 

"  benevolent  iropulfc  of  his  nature,  he  had  fought  to  avenge  wounded  honour  ;  he  coi:  id 
"  not,  for  a  moment,  have  hcfitated  to  make  reprifals,  and  to  repel  thofe  infults  which 
"  had  been  offered  to  his  dignity  by  the  force  of  his  arms.  But  he  ftifled  even  his  jufl 
M  refentments.  He  was  defirout  that  the  m'eafure  of  his  goodftefs  might  overflow.be- 
"  caufe  he  ftill  retained  fuch  an  opinion  of  11  is  enemies  as  to  expe<5t  thev  would  yield 
"  that  to  moderation  and  amicable  adjuftment,  on  his  part,  which  their  own  intere.'tj- 
"  required  of  them. 

"  Thefe  were  the  confiderations  which  moved  his  majefty  to  detail  the  whole  of  his- 
"  complaints  to  the  court  of  London.  This  detail  was  accompanied  with  the  moft  ferious 
*  reprefentations,his  majefiy  being  defirous  that  the  king  of  England  fhould  not  be  left  in 
"  any  uncertainty,  as  to  his  majefty's  a&ual  determination  to  maintain  his  own  dignity 
u  inviolate  ;  to  protect  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his  fubjecTts'  ;   and  to  make  his  flag  re- 

"  fpefted. 
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"  fpected.     But  the  couit  ot    London  affected  to  obferve  an  ofFcnfive  filcncc  on  every 

"  grievance  reprcfentcd   by  the   French  ambaffador  ;  and  when   it   was  determined  to 

•'  vouehfate  an  anfwer,  it  was  an  eafy  matter  to  deny  the  befl  authenticated  facts  ;  to  ad- 

"  vance  principles  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  to  pofitivc  treaties,  to  marine  ufage; 

"  and  to  encourage  judgments  without   juflice,  and  conhfeations  without  mercy,  not 

"  leaving  to  the  injured  even  the  means  of  appeal.     At  the  fame  time  that  the  court  of 

"  London  put    the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  the  king  to  the  feverefr  trial,  prcpara- 

"  tions   were  making,  and   armaments  equipping,  in  the  Englifh  ports,  which  could  not 

11  have  America  for  their  object  ;  the  defign  was  too  determinate  to  be  miftaken.     His 

"  majefly,  therefore,  found  it   indifpenfible  to  make  fuch   difpofitions,  on   his   part,   as 

"  might  be   fufficient  to   prevent  the  evil  defigns   of  his  enemy,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 

**  to  provide  againft  depredations  and  infults  fimilar  to  thofe  committed  in  1755. 

**  In  this  flate  of  things  his  majefly,  who  had  hitherto  rejected  the  overtures  of  the 
41  United  States  of  North  America,  (and  that  in  contradiction  to  his  moft  prefling  in- 
"  tereits)  now  perceived  that  he  had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  concluding  a  treaty  with 
"  them.  Their  independence  had  been  declared  and  ejlablifoed ;  England  herfelf  had,  in 
u  fomc  degree,  recogniz.ed  that  independence,  by  permitting  the  exiftence  of  acts  which 
"  carried  away  every  implication  of  fovereignty.  Had  it  been  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
"  jefly  to  deceive  England,  and  to  adopt  meafures  for  the  purpofe  ot  concealing  the  de- 
•»'  ception,  he  might  have  drawn  the  veil  of  fecrecy  over  his  engagements  with  his  prefent 
"  allies;  but  the  principles  of  jujiice,  which  have  ever  directed  his  majefly,  and  his  fin* 
"  cere  defire  of  prcferving  peace,  operated  as  decifive  inducements  for  him  to  purfue  a 
"  conduct  more  generous  and  noble  :  he  conceived  it  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himfelf 
-"  to  notify  to  the  king  of  England  the  alliance  he  had  formed  with  the  United  States. 
"  Nothing  could  be  rrjore  fimple  nor  lefs  offe-nfive  than  the  refcript  delivered  by  the 
"  French  ambaffador  to  the  Britifli  minifler.  But  the  council  of  Saint  James's  were  not 
"  of  this  opinion  ;  and  the  king  of  England,  after  having  firft  broken  the  peace,  by  re- 
"  calling  his  ambaflador,  announced  to  his  parliament  the  declaration  of  his  majefty,  as 
<4  an  act  of  hoftility,  as  a  formal  and  premeditated  aggrefBon.  It  would  be  infulting 
•*'  credulity  to  fuppofe  it  can  be  believed,  that  his  majefty's  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
*'  dence  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America  fhould  of  itfelf  have  fo  irritated  the 
"  king  of  England  :  that  prince,  without  doubt,  is  well  acquainted  with  all  thofe  in- 
■"  fiances  of  the  kind  which  not  .only  the  Britifli  annals,  but  his  own  reign,  can  furnifh. 
"  His  refentment  is  founded  on  another  principle.  The  French  treaty  defeated  and  ren» 
41  dered  ufelefs  the  plan  formed  at  London  for  the  fudden  and  precarious  coalition  that 
"■  was  about  to  be  formed  with  America,  and  it  baffled  thofe  fecret  projects  adopted  by 
"  his  Britannic  majefly  for  that  purpofe.  The  real  caufe  of  that  extreme  animofity 
"  which  the  king  of  England  has  manifefled,  and  which  he  has  communicated  to  his 
■*'  parliament,  was  his  inability  to  recover  America,  and  to  turn  her  arms  againft  France. 

"  A  condujQ; 
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44  A  conduct  thus  extraordinary  taught  his  majefty  what  he  had  to  expedt  from  the 

•4  Court  of  London;   and,  even  had  there  remained  a  poflibility  or  doubt,    the   immenfe 

•4  preparations  carrying   on  in    the    different    ports  of  England,  with  redoubled  vigour, 

**  would    have    fufficed    to  folve  the  doubt.     Meafures   fo   manifeftly   dire&ed   againft 

*'  France  had  the  effect  of  impofing  a  law  upon  his  majefty;  he  put  himfelf  in  a  condi- 

*'  tion  to  repel  force  by  force;   it  was  with  this  view  that  he  haftened  the  equipment  of 

44  his  armaments,  and  that  he  dtfpatched  a  fquadron  to  America  under  the  command  of 

44  count  d'Eftaing. 

44  It  is  notorious  that  the  armaments  of  France  were  in  a  condition  to  act  offenfively 
44  long  before  thofe  of  England  were  ready.  It  was  in  his  majefty's  power  to  make  a 
44  fudden  and  moft  fenfible  impreflion  on  England.  The  king  was  avowedly  engaged  in- 
44  the  enterprize,  and  his  plans  were  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into  execution,  when 
44  the  bare  whifper  of  peace  frayed  his  hand,  and  fufpended  their  accomplifriment.  His 
44  Catholic  majefty  imparted  to  the  king  the  defire  of  the  court  of  London  to  avail  her- 
44  felf  of  the  mediation  of  Spain  on  the  fubject  of  conciliation.  But  his  Catholic  ma- 
44  jefty  would  not  engage  to  act  as  mediator  without  a  previous  affurance  of  his  good 
44  offices  being  unequivocally  accepted,  in  a  cafe  where  he  interpofed  without  being  made 
u  acquainted  with  the  principal  objects,  which  were  to  ferve  as  the  balls  of  negotiation. 

44  The  king  received  the  overture  with  a  fatisfaction.  proportioned- to  the  wifh  he  had 
44  uniformly  expreffed  for  the  continuance  of  peace.  Notwithftanding  the  king  of  Spain, 
"  had  profeffed  it  to  be  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  him,  whether  his  mediation  was 
•*  accepted  or  not ;  and  that  notwithftanding  the  overtures  he  made,,  he  left  the  king,  his- 
44  nephew,  entirely  at  liberty  to  act  as  he  thought  proper,  yet  his  majefty  not  only  con- 
44  fented  to  the  mediation,  but  he  immediately  countermanded  the  failing  of  the  Breft 
44  fleet,  and  agreed  to  communicate  his  conditions  of  peace  the  moment  that.  England. 
44  fhould  exprefs,  in  pofitive  terms,  a.defire  of  reconciliation,  in  which  the  United  States 
44  of  North  America  were  to  be  comprehended;.  France  by  no  means  entertaining  an. 
44  idea  of  abandoning  them :  there  could  not  furely  be  any  thing  more  conformable  to 
44  the  oftenfible  wifhes  of  the  court  of  London,  than  this  propofal.  His  Catholic  raa- 
44  jefty  loft  not  a  moment  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  bufinefs  with  die  king  of  England  and. 
44  hisminifter;  but  it  was  quickly  difcovered  by  the  court  of  Madrid,  that  the  Englifh. 
"  minifters  were  not  fincere  in  their  overtures  for  peace.  They  infifted  on  the  neceflity 
44  of  his  majefty's  withdrawing  the  refcript  which  had, been  delivered  by  his  ambaffador 
44  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  1-778,  as  a  preliminary  and  indifpenfible  ftep.  to  reconci-. 
**  liation.  Such  an  anfwer  was  injurious  to  Spain  as  well  as  France  ;  and  it  developed 
li  the  hoftile  intentions  of  England  in  the  cleareft  point  of  view..  Both  monarchs  vievv- 
44  ed  each  other  with  amazement ;  and  although  his  majefty  (ever  animated  with  a  love 
44  of  peace)  left  the  Catholic  king  to  adtas  he  thought  moft  prudent  with  refpedt  to  corv- 

**  tinuinsL 
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"  tinning  his  mediation,  v  I  j  d  it  expedient  to  recommend  his  charge  des  affaires 

"  at  London  to  obfer-ve  a  profound  iilence  on  the  fubjecX 

"  The  hope  of  peace,  however,  continued  to  flatter  the  difpofltion  of  his  majtfly, 
"  until  the  fleets  commanded  by  the  admirals  Kcppel  and  Byron  failed  out  of  poit. 
"  Then  it  was  that  the  veil  of  deception,  which  had  ferved  to  cover  the  real  intentions 
"  of  the  court  of  London,  was  rent  afunder.  It  was  no  longer  poflible  to  place  confi- 
"  dence  in  her  infidious  prdfeflions,  nor  could  her  aggreflive  defign  be  any  longer  douht- 
"  cd.  The  face  of  things  be'mg  thus  changed,  his  majefly  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
"  make  an  alteration  in  thofe  meafures  which  he  had  previoufly  adopted,  for  the  fecuiity 
"  of  his  pofleflions,  and  the  prefervatioh  of  the  commerce  of  his  fubjccls.  The  event 
"  will  very  foon  demonftrate  his  rhajefty'-s  foreilght  to  have  been  juft.  The  world  can 
"  witiu-fs  in  what  manner  his  majefty's  frigate,  the  Belle  Poule,  was  attacked  by  an  Eng- 
"  lifh  frigate,  within  view  of  the  French  coaft  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  notorious  that  two  other 
"  frigates,  and  a  fmaller  veffel,  were  furprized  and  carried  into  the  ports  of  England. 
"  The  departure  of  the  fleet  under  count  d'Orvilliers  became  abfolutely  necelTarv  to 
"  fruftrate  the  deflgns  of  the  enemies  of  his  majefty's  crown,  and  to  revenge  the  infults 
"  his  flag  had  received.  Providence  difpofed  the  triumph  in  favour  of  the  French  arms  ; 
"  count  d'Orvilliers,  after  being  attacked  by  the  Englilh  fleet,  forced  them  to  retreat  with 
"  covfiderable  damage. 

"  Since  that  period  hoftili ties  have  been  continued  without  any  declaration  of  war. 
"  I  he  court  of  London  has  not  declared  it,  becaufe  fhe  wants  reafons  to  joftify  her  con- 
'  duct.  Ncr  has  fhe  dared  to  accufe  France  publickly  of  being  the  aggrcflbr,  after 
"  three  of  his  majefty's  veflels  had  been  captured  by  the  Englilh  fleet;  and  fhe  felt  that 
"  fhe  would  have  ample  caufe  to  blufh,  when  the  execution  of  thofe  orders  fhe  had  fent 
"  clandeltinely  to  India  lhould  have  opened  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  to  the  degree  of  re- 
"  liance  which  can  be  placed  in  her  pacific  profeflions,  and  fhould  have  enabled  every 
"  court  in  it  to  determine  to  which  of  the  two  powers,  France  or  England,  the  term  of 
"  perfidious  moft  properly  applies,  an  epithet  which  the  Englilh  minifter  lofes  no  oppor- 
"   tunity  of  bellowing  upon  France. 

"  As  to  the  king,  if  he  lias  deferred  notifying  to  the  world  the  multiplied  injuries  he 
,l  has  fuftained  from  the  court  of  London  ;  if  he  has  delayed  demonflrating  the  abfolute 
"  ncceflity  of  his  having  recourfe  to  arms;  fuch  a  procraflination,  on  tiie  part  of  h^s 
"  majefly,  has  been  owing  to  a  fond  hone  that  the  Englilh  miniftet  would  at  laft  recol- 
"  led  himfelf,  Mid,  tiiat  either  juftice,  or  the  critical  fituation  into  which  he  has  plunged 
"  his  country,  would  have  prevailed  on  him  to  change  his  conduct. 

"  This  hope  appeared  to  have  been  the  better  founded,  as  the  Englifh  minifter  was 
"  continually   uifpatching-  his    einiflaries  to  found  his   majefty's  d  fpotion,    at  the  very 

"  time 
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«  time  the  king  of  Spain  was  negociating  with  him  for  peace.  His  majefly,  fo  far  from 
««  belying  thofe  fentiments  which  he  had  invariably  expreffed,  liflened  with  eagernefs 
«  to  the  advice  of  the  king,  his  uncle;  and,  to  convince  that  prince  of  his  perfevering 
"  fincerity,  his  majefly  entrufled  him,  without  referve,  with  thofe  very  moderate  condi- 
*«  tions,  011  which  his  majefly  would  mofl  gladly  have  laid  down  his  arms. 

"  The  Catholic  king  communicated  to  the  court  of  London  the  aflurances  he  had 
"  received  from  his  majefly ;  and  he  urged  that  court  to  perfea  the  reconciliation  which 
«  fhe  had  long  fo  earneftly  affecled  to  defire.  But  the  Englifh  miniflcr,  althougli  con- 
*'«  flantly  feigning  a  wifh  for  peace,  never  returned  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  the  king  of 
"  Spain, but  was  perpetually  infuliinghis  Catholic  majefly  with  a  tender  of  inadmiflible 
«'  propofitions,  quite  foreign  from  the  fubject  of  difpute. 

«'  It  was  now  clear,  from  the  mofl  indifputable  evidence,  that  England  did  not  wifh  for 
*«  peace,  and  that  ihe  negociated  for  no  other  purpofe  but  that  of  gaining  time  to  make 
«  the  necefTary  preparations  for  war.  The  king  of  Spain  was  perfectly  fenfible  of  this 
««  truth  ;  nor  was  he  lefs  fenfible  how  much  his  own  dignity  was  committed  ;  yet  his 
"  heart  anticipated  the  calamities  of  war,  and  he  forgot  his  own  wrongs,  in  his  anxious 
"  wifh  for  peace.  He  even  fuggefled  a  new  plan  for  a  ceffat ion  of  arms  for  a  term  of 
"  years.  This  plan  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  his  majefly,  on  condition  that  the  United 
«  States  of  America  fhould  be  comprifed  in  the  propofal,  and  that,  during  the  truce, 
•*'  they  fhould  be  treated  as  independent.  To  render  it  more  eafy  for  the  king  of  Eng- 
**  land  to  fubferibe  to  this  effential  flipulation,  his  majefly  confented  that  he  fliould 
*'  either  treat  immediately  with  congrefs,  or  through  the  mediation  of  the  king 
-"  of  Spain. 

"  In  confequence  of  thefe  overtures,  his  Catholic  majefly  difpatched  his  plan   to  the 

«'  court  of  London.     Befides  the  time   limited  for  the  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities  [during 

«'  which  the  United  States  were  to  be  confidered  as  independent  defaclo]  his  Catholic 

"  majefly  took  it  upon  himfelf  to  propofe,  relative  to  America,  that  each  party  fliould 

«'  have  the  pofTeffion  of   what  they  occupied  at  the  time  of  figning  the  treaty  of  fufpen- 

"  fion,  guaranteed  to  them.     Such  infinite  pains  did  the  king  of  Spain  take  to  flop  the 

"  effufion  of  human  blood. 

"  There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that  thefe  conditions  muft  appear  to  every  well-judging 
**  perfon,  fuch  as  would  have  been  accepted  ;  they  were,  however,  formally  rejected  by 
'«  the  court  of  London,  nor  has  that  court  fhewn  any  difpofition  to  peace,  unlefs 
*'  on  the  abfurd  conditions  that  his  majefly  fliould  abandon  the  Americans,  and  leave 
"  them  to  themfelves. 

"  After  this  afflicting  declaration,  the  continuation  is  become  inevitable  ;  and  therefore 
*'  his  majefly  has  invited  the  Catholic  king  to  join  him  in  virtue  of  their  reciprocal  en- 

F  "  gagements, 
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"  gc'gements,  to  avenge  their   refpcclive  injuries,  and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyrannical 
u  empire  which  England  has  ufuipcd,  and  pretends  to  maintain,  upon  the  ocean. 

"  This  fuccinct  expofure  of  the  political  views,  and  the  progreffive  feries  of  events 
u  which  have  occafioncd  the  prcfent  rupture  between  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and  London 
"  will  enable  all  Europe  to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  conduct  of  his  majefty,  and  that 
"  of  the  king  of  England  ;  to  render  juftice  to  the  purity  and  dircclnefs  of  intention  which, 
•'  during  the  whole  of  the  difpute,  has  characterized  his  majefty  ;  and,  finally,  all  Eu- 
"  rope  will  be  enabled,  by  this  publication,  to  judge,  which  of  the  two  fovereigns  is  the 
"  real  author  of  the  war  which  afHidts  their  kingdoms  ;  and  which  of  the  two  poten- 
11  tates  will  be  anfwerable,  at  the  tribunal  of  Heaven,  for  that  train  of  calamities  occa- 
"  fioned  by  the  war  !" 

Such  is  the  language  of  a  manifefto,  which  (lands  almofl  without  a  parallel  in  the  an- 
nals of  Europe  ;  thofe  annals  mod  certainly  prefent  not  a  more  flagrant  attempt  to  impofe 
on  the  credulity,  or  rather  a  more  daring  infult  to  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  The 
manifefto  exhibits  an  impotent  effort  to  fanction  violence  and  injuftice  ;  and  to  convert 
acts  of  aggreffion,  the  moft  hoftile  and  unequivocal,  into  proofs  of  a  pacific  difpofition. 
But  manifestoes,  however  unfounded  in  truth,  muft  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  facrifice  to 
decency  ;  for,  in  every  war,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  one  party  mull  be  guilty  of  a  fhameful 
violation  of  every  principle  of  jufcice  and  humanity; — to  fay  nothing  of  the  direct  and 
pofitive  precepts  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ; — and  it  is  probably  a  confeioufnefs  of  the 
effect  which  fuch  a  violation  muft  produce  on  all  well-judging  minds,  that  gives  rife  to  the 
publication  of  manifeftoes  calculated  to  transfer  the  odium  to  an  adverfary. 

A  "  Juftifying  Memorial"  foon  appeared  on  the  part  of  England,  in  reply  to  the  un^ 
founded  declarations  of  the  French  ;  it  was  explanatory,  fpecific,  and  conclufive;  fome 
parts  of  it  are  worthy  to  be  recorded  in  hiftory  : — After  tracing  the  origin  of  the  unhappy 
difpute  with  the  American  colonies,  it  is  remarked,  that  the  court  of  Verfailles  had 
eafily  forgotten  the  faith  of  treaties,  the  duties  of  allies,  and  the  right  of  fovereigns,  to 
endeavour  to  profit  by  circumftances  which  appeared  favourable  to  its  ambitious  defigns  ; 
that  it  did  not  blufli  to  debafe  its  dignity  by  the  fecret  connections  it  formed  with  rebel- 
lious fubjects  ;  and,  after  having  exhaufted  all  the  fhameful  refources  of  perfidy  and  dif- 
fimulation,  it  dared  to  avow,  in  the  face  of  Europe  (full  of  indignation  at  its  conduct) 
the  folemn  treaties  which  the  minifters  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  king  had  figned  with  the 
dark  agents  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  who  founded  their  pretended  independence  on  nothing 
but  the  daringnefs  of  their  revolt. 

It  enforced  the  necefTary  difcrimination  between  the  oppofite  duties  impofed  on  nations 
by  war  and  peace;  which  duties,  it  was  maintained,  had  been  perpetually  confounded  in 
the   manifefto  publifhed  by  France,  who  pretended  to  juftify  her  conduct,  in  making  the 

beft, 


1779-] 


LEWIS      THE      SIXTEENTH. 


beft,  by  turns,  nay,  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  of  thofe  rights  wTiich  an  enemy  only  is 
permitted  to  claim,  and  of  thofe  maxims  which  regulate  the  obligations  and  procedure  of 
national  friendfhip :  it  wasobferved,  that  the  fineffe  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  in  blend- 
ing inceffantly  two  oppofitions,  which  have  no  connection,  was  the  natural  confequence 
of  a  falfe  and  treacherous  policy,  which  could  not  bear  the  light  of  the  day. 

The  Englifh  minifter  infilled,  that  the  full  j unification  of  his  mafter,  and  the  inde- 
lible condemnation  of  France,  might  be  reduced  to  the  proof  of  two  fimple,  and  almoll 
felf-evident,  principles.  The  firft  of  thefe  was — that  a  profound,  permanent,  and,  on 
the  part  of  England,  a  fincere  and  true  peace,  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations,  when 
France  formed  connections  with  the  revolted  colonies,  fecret  at  firft,  but  afterwards  pub- 
lic and  avowed :  the  fecond — that  according  to  the  beft  acknowledged  maxims  of  the 
lights  of  nations,  and  even  accciding  to  the  tenor  of  treaties  actually  fubfifting  between 
the  two  crowns,  thefe  connections  might  be  regarded  as  infractions  of  the  peace  ;  and  the 
public  avowal  of  thefe  connections  was  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
the  Moft  ChriiVian  king. 

The  court  of  Verfailles  was  challenged  to  prove,  that  any  of  the  vague  complaints 
which  were  fo  copioufly  fcattered  over  the  manifefto  had  the  final  led  foundation  in  truth  ; 
the  accufations  of  treachery  were  fuccefsfully  repelled  ;  and  the  charge  of  haughtinefs 
and  ambition  was  boldly  retorted.  It  was  urged  that,  if  fome  facts,  which  France  en- 
hanced as  the  ground  of  their  complaints,  were  built  on  a  lefs  fandy  bafis,  the  Englifh  mi- 
nifters  had  cleared  them  without  delay,  by  a  moft  clear  and  entire  juftification  of  the 
motives  and  rights  of  their  fovereign,  who  might  punifh  a  contraband  trade  on  his  coaft, 
without  wounding  the  public  repofe  ;  and  to  whom  the  law  of  nations  gave  an  indifpu- 
table  right  to  feiae  all  veffels  which  carried  arms  or  warlike  ftores  to  his  enemies  or  re- 
bellious fubjects  ;  that  the  courts  of  juftice  were  always  open  to  individuals  of  all  na- 
tions, and  thofe  mull  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  who  could  fuppofe 
that  the  royal  authority  was  capable  of  fhutting  up  the  means  of  appeal  ;  that,  every 
time  that  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  been  able  to  eftablifh  the  truth  of  any  real  injuries 
which  its  fubjects  had  fuftainecl,  without  the  knowledge  or  approbation  of  the  king  of 
England,  his  majefty  had  given  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effectual  orders  to  flop  an  abufe, 
which  was  equally  injurious  to  his  own  dignity  and  to  the  intereft  of  his  neighbours. 
It  was  afked,  Whether  probability  fandtioned  the  conjecture,  that  whilft  the  forces  of 
England  were  employed  in  bringing  back  to  their  duty  the  revolted  colonies  of  America, 
fhe  fhould  have  chofen  that  moment  to  irritate  the  moft  refpedtable  powers  of  Europe,  by 
theinjuftice  and  violence  of  her  conduct  ? 

In  order  to  eftablifh  clearly  the  pacific  fyftem  which  fubfifted  between  the  two  na- 
tions, the  very  teftimony  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  appealed  to.  It  was  afferted, 
that  at  the  very  time  in  which  that  court  did  not  blufh  to  place  all  thofe  pretended  in- 

F  2  fractions 
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fractions   of  the  public  peace,  which  would  have  engaged  a  prince,   lefs  fparing  of  his 

fubjecls'  blood,  to  make,  without  hefitation,  reprifals,  and  to  repel  infult  by  force  of  arms 

the  minifter  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  king  fpoke  the  language  of  confidence  and  friendfhip; 
and  that,  inflead  of  denouncing  any  defign  of  vengeance,  with  that  haughty  tone,  which 
at  lead  fpares  injufticefroin  the  reproaches  of  perfidy  anddiflimulation,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  concealed  the  moft  treacherous  condud  under  the  fmootheft  profeflions — profef- 
fions  which  now  ferved  to  belie  its  declaration,  and  to  call  to  mind  thofe  fentiments 
which  ought  to  have  regulated  its  conduit.  It  was  called  upon  to  acknowledge,  that 
till  the  moment  that  it  dictated  to  the  marquis  de  Noailles  that  declaration  which  had 
been  received  as  the  fignal  of  war,  it  did  not  know  any  ground  of  complaint,  fufficiently 
real  or  important,  to  authorize  a  violation  of  the  obligations  of  peace,  and  the  faith  of 
treaties,  to  which  it  had  fworn  both  in  the  face  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  to  difengage 
from  that  amity,  of  which,  to  the  laft  moment,  it  had  repeated  the  moft  folemn  and 
lively  affurances. 

The  warlike  preparations  of  England  were  declared  to  have  been  the  coyifequcncc  and 
not  the  caiife  of  the  proceedings  of  France,  whofe  dangerous  policy,  without  a  motive, 
and  without  an  enemy,  precipitated  the  building  and  arming  of  fhips  in  all  her  ports; 
and  which  employed  a  confiderable  part  of  her  revenues  in  the  expence  of  thofe  military 
preparations,  the  neceffity  or  objedt  of  which  it  was  impoffible  to  declare:  in  this  re- 
fpcdt  the  king  of  England  only  followed  the  council  of  his  prudence,  and  the  example  of 
his  neighbours,  and  that  with  a  view  to  maintain  the  general. tranquillity  of  Europe. 

Adverting  to  the  declaration  of  the  French  minifter,  that  the  Britifh  monarch,  "  in- 
"  ftead  of  confining  himfelf  within  the  limits  of  a  lawful  defence,  gave . himfelf  up  to  a 
"  hope  of  conqueft  ;  and  that  the  reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  with  her  colonies,  an- 
44  nounced,  on  her  part,  a  fixed  project  of  re-allying  them  with  her  crown,  to  arm  them 
44  againft  France,"  the  court  of  Verfailles  was  fummoned,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  to 
produce  a  proof  of  an  afTertion  as  odious  as  it  was  bold,  and  to  develope  thofe  public  ope- 
rations, or  fecret  intrigues,  that  could  authorize  the  fufpicions  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain,  after  a  long  and  painful  difpute,  offered  peace  to  her  fubje6ts,  with  no  other  de- 
fign than  to  undertake  a  frefh  war  againft  a  refpedtable  power,  with  which  fhe  had  pre- 
ferved  all  the  appearances  of  friendfhip. 

To  prove  that  France  was  bound  by  every  obligation  of  friendfhip  and  treaty  with  the 
king  of  England,  who  had  never  failed  in-his  legitimate  engagement,  the  French  minifter 
was  referred  to  the  treaty  figned  at  Paris,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1763,  between  their 
Britannic,  Moft  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and  Moft  Faithful  majefties,  which  confirms,  in 
the  moft  precife  and  folemn  manner,  the  obligations  which  natural  juftice  impofes  on  all 
nations  which  are  in  mutual  friendfhip.  After  having  comprifed,  in  a  general  form,  all. 
the  ftates  and  fubjects  of  the  high  contracting  powers,  they  declared  their  refolution, 

"  not 
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••  not  only  never  to  permit  any  hoftilities  by  land  or  fea,  bat  even  to  procure  recipro- 
*'  cally,  on  every  occafion,  all  that  can  contribute  to  their  mutual  glory,  intereft,  and 
•«  advantages,  without  giving  any  fuccour  or  protection,  direclly  or  indirectly,  to  thofe 
"  who  would  do  any  prejudice  to  one  or  other  of  the  high  contracting  parties."  Such 
was  the  facred  engagement  which  France  had  contracted  with  Great  Britain  ,  and  the 
latter  very  juftlv  maintained,  that  fuch  a  promife  ought  to  hind  with  greater  ftrength  and 
energy  againft  the  domeftic  rebels,  than'  the  foreign  enemies  of  the  two  crowns.  The 
revolt  of  the  Americans,  it  was  contended,  put  the  fidelity  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  to 
the  proof;  if  France  had  intended  to  fulfil  her  duty,  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  have 
niiftakcn  it  ;  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  impofed  on  her  an  ob- 
ligation to  bar  her  ports  againft  the  American  veffels  ;  to  forbid  her  fubjecls  to  have  any 
commerce  with  that  rebellious  people  ;  and  not  to  afford  either  fuccour  or  proteclion  to 
the  domeftic  enemies  of  a  crown  with  which  ilie  had  fworn  a  fincers  and  inviolable 
friendship. 

It  was  obferved,  that  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  agents  of  the  revolted 
colonies,  who  were  anxious  to  draw  from  Europe  thofe  military  aids,  without  which  it 
was  impoffible  for  them  to  continue  the  war,  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  and  fettle  in 
the  different  ftates ;  but  that  France  was  the  only  power  which  would  afford  them  an 
afylum,  hopes,  and  affiftance.  The  difficulty  of  preventing,  in  all  cafes,  illicit  com- 
merce, was  readily  acknowledged  ;  but  it  was  infifted,  that  the  condu£t  of  the  French, 
merchants,  who  fumifbed  America  not  only  with  ufeful  and  neceffary  merchandize,  but 
even  with  faltpetre,  gun  powder,  arms,  and  artillery,  loudly  proclaimed  that  they  were 
affured  not  only  of  impunity,  but  of  the  proteclion  and  favour  of  the  minifters  of  ths 
court  of  Verfailles. 

To  eftablifli,  beyond  the  reach  of  confutation,  the  hoftile  difpofition*  and  aggreffive 
conducl,  of  France,  the  Englifh  minifters  adverted  to  facls  of  fuch  profeffed  notoriety, 
as  to  preclude  the  chance  of  contradiction  ;  they  mentioned  the  proceedings  of  a  com- 
pany, affociated  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  Americans  with  whatever  could 
nourifh  and  maintain  the  fire  of  revolt;  the  chief  of' the  enterprize  was  publickly 
named;  his  houfe  was  eftablifhed  at  Paris;  his  correfpondents  at  Dunkirk,  Nantz,  and 
Bourdeaux,  were  equally  known  :  the  immenfe  magazines  which  they  formed,  and  which' 
they  replenifhed  every  day,  were  laden  in  fhips  that  they  built  or  bought ;  and  they 
fcarcely  diffembled  their  ohje£ts,  or  the  place  of  their  deftination. 

Thefe  fails,  which  could  be  confidered  only  as  manifeft  breaches  of  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties, were  continually  multiplied,  and  the  Britifh  ambaffador  had  diligently  communicated1 
his  complaints  and  proofs  to  the   court  of  Verfailles:  he   even  pointed  out  the    names, 
number,  and  quality  of  the  fhips,  that  the  commercial  agents  of  America  had  fitted  out 
in. the  ports  of  France,  to  carry  to  the  rebels  arms,  warlike  (tares,   and  even  French  offi^ 

cers* 
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cers,  who  had  engaged  in  the  feivice  of  the  revolted  colonies:  the  duties,  places,  and 
perfons  were  always  fpecified,  with  a  precifion  that  afforded  the  minifters  of  his  Moft 
Chriftian  majefty  the  greateft  facility  of  being  affured  of  thefe  reports,  and  of  (topping 
in  time  the  progrefs  of  thefe  illicit  armaments.  Numerous  examples,  demonftrative  of 
the  negkc~l  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  peace,  and  of  its  conftant 
attention  to  nourifh  fear  and  difcord,  were  cited  ;  and  the  following  quotation  was  made 
from  a  fhort  memorial  prefented  by  lord  Stormont  to  the  count  de  Vergennes,  in  the 
month  of  November,  1777,  as  giving  a  juft,  though  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  wrongs 
which  Britain  had  fo  often  fuftained  : — "  There  is  a  fixty-gun  fhip  at  Rochfort,  and  an 
"  Eaft-lndia  fhip,  pierced  for  fixty  guns,  at  l'Orient,  which  are  deftined  for  the  fervice 
'•  of  the  rebels.  They  are  laden  with  different  merchandize,  and  freighted  by  Meffrs. 
"  Chaumont,  Holken,  and  Sabatier.  The  fhip  l'Heureux  failed  from  Marfeilles  the 
"  twenty-fixth  of  September,  under  another  name:  flie  goes  ftraight  to  New  Hamp- 
"  (hire,  though  it  is  pretended  fhe  is  bound  to  the  French  iflands.  They  have  been 
"  permitted  to  take  on  board  three  thoufand  mufquets,  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds 
•'  of  fulphur;  a  merchandize  as  neceffary  to  the  Americans,  as  ufelefs  to  the  iflands. 
"  This  fhip  is  commanded  by  M.  Lundi,  a  French  officer  of  diftincYion,  formerly  lieu- 
*'  tenant  to  M.  de  Bougainville.  L'Hippopotame,  belonging  to  the  Sieur  Beaumarchais, 
"  will  have  on  board  four  thoufand  mufquets,  and  many  warlike  ftores  for  the  ufe  of  the 
*'  rebels.  There  are  about  fifty  French  fhips laden  with  ammunition  for  the  ufe  of  the 
"  rebels,  preparing  to  fail  to  North  America.  They  will  go  from  Nantz,  l'Orient, 
"  Saint  Malo,.  Havre,  Bourdeaux,  Bayonne,  and  other  different  ports." — Then  followed 
the  names  of  the  perfons  principally  interefted. 

Various  other  a£f.s  of  aggreffion  were  fpecified  and  detailed.  Ships,  it  was  affirmed, 
had  been  purchafed  and  arrived  in  France  to  cruize  in  the  European  feas,  nay,  even  on 
the  coafts  of  Great  Britain :  to  fave  appearances  the  captains  of  thefe  corfairs  hoifted  the 
American  flag,  but  their  crews  were  always  compofed  of  a  great  number  of  Frenchmen, 
who  entered,  with  impunity,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  governors  and  officers  of  the 
maritime  provinces:  a  numerous  fwarm  of  thefe  corfairs,  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  rapine, 
failed  from  the  French  ports,  and,  after  cruifing  in  the  Britifh  feas,  re-entered,  or  took 
fhelter  in  the  fame  ports :  thither  they  brought  their  prizes,  and  under  a  rude,  weak  arti- 
fice, which  they  fometimes  vouchfafed  to  employ,  the  prizes  were  fold,  publickly  and 
commodioufly  enough,  in  the  fight  of  the  royal  officers,  always  difpofed  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  thofe  traders,  who  violated  the  laws,  to  conform  to  the  French  miniftry. 
The  corfairs  enriched  themfelves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  Britifh  fubjecls  ;  and,  after  hav- 
ing profited  of  full  liberty  to  repair  their  loffes,  provide  for  their  wants,  and  procure  all 
warlike  ftores,  gunpowder,  cannon,  and  rigging,  which  might  ferve  for  new  enterprises, 
they  departed  freely  from  the  fame  ports  to  make  new  cruizes.  The  Reprifal  privateer, 
which  had  brought  Franklin,  agent  to  the  revolted  colonies,  to  Europe,  was  received,  with 
two  prizes  fhe  had  taken,  in  her  poffeffion;   fhe  remained  in  the  port  of  Nantz  as  long  as 
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fhe  thought  convenient;  put  twice  to  fea  to  plunder  the  fubje£ls  of  England;  and  went 
quietly  into  1'Orient  with  the  new  prizes  fhe  had  made. 

Notwithftanding  the  ftrongeft  reprefentations  of  the  Britifh  ambaffador,  notwithstand- 
ing the  moft  folemn  affurances  of  the  French  minifters,  the  captain  of  that  corfair  was 
permitted  to  ftay  at  1'Orient  as  long  as  it  was  neceffary  to  refit  his  fhip,  to  provide  fixty 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  to  receive  as  many  French  feamen  as  chofe  to  engage  with 
him.  Furnifhed  with  thefe  reinforcements,  the  Reprifal  failed  a  third  time  from  the 
ports  of  France,  and  prefently  formed  a  little  fquadron  of  pirates,  by  the  connected 
jundtion  of  the  Lexington  and  the  Dolphin,  two  privateers,  the  firft  of  which  had  al- 
ready carried  more  than  one  prize  into  the  river  of  Bourdeaux  ;  and  the  other,  fitted  out 
at  Nantz,  and  manned  entirely  by  Frenchmen,  had  nothing  American  but  the  comman- 
der. Thefe  three  fliips,  which  fo  publickly  enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, in  a  fhort  time  afterwards  took  fifteen  Britifh  veffels,  the  greateft  part  of  which 
were  taken  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  fecretly  fold.  Similar  inftances  of  aggreffive. 
conduct  were  adduced  in  the  French  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

To  the  firft  reprefentations  of  the  Britifh  ambaffador,  on  the  fubje<5t,  of  the  privateers, 
which  were  fitted  out  in  the  French  ports  under  American  colouis,  the  minifters  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  majefty  replied,  with  expreffions  of  furprize  and  indignation,  and  by  a 
pofitive  declaration,  that  attempts,  fo  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  public 
tranquillity,  fhould  never  be  fuffered.  But  the  train  of  events  foon  manifefted  the  incon- 
ftancy,  or  rather  the  falfhood  of  the  court  of  Verfailles;  and  the  Englifh  ambaffador 
was  ordered  to  reprefent  to  the  French  minifters  the  ferious,  but  inevitable,  confequences 
of  their  policy.  He  fulfilled  his  commiffion  with  all  the  confederation  due  to  a  refpedtable 
power,  the  prefervation  of  whofe  friendfhip  was  defired,  but  with  a  friendfhip  worthy  of 
a  Sovereign,  and  a  nation  little  accuftomed  to  do  or  to  fuffer  injuftice.  The  court  of 
Verfailles  was  called  upon  to  explain  its  conduct,  and  its  intentions,  without  delay  or 
evafion ;  and  the  king  of  England  propofed  to  it  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war. 
France  chofe  peace,  in  order  to  wound  her  enemy  more  furely  and  fecretly,  without 
having  any  thing  to  dread  from  her  juftice.  She  feverely  condemned  thofe  fuccours  and 
armaments,  which  the  principles  of  public  equity  would  not  permit  her  to  juftify.  She 
declared  to  the  Britifh  ambaffador,  that  fhe  was  refolved  to  banifh  the  American  corfairs 
immediately  from  all  the  ports  of  France,  never  to  return  again  ;  and  that  fhe  would 
take,  in  future,  the  moft  rigorous  precautions  to  prevent  the  fale  of  prizes  taken  from 
the  fubjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  orders  given  to  that  effect  aftonifhed  the  partifans  of 
the  rebels,  and  feemed  to  check  the  progrefsof  the  evil :  but  fubjects  of  complaint  fprang 
up  agahn  daily;  and  the  manner  in  which  thefe  orders  were  firft  eluded,  then  violated, 
and,  at  l\ngth,  entirely  forgotten,  by  the  merchants,  privateers,  nay,  even  by  the  royal 
officers,  was  not  excufable  by  the  proteftations  of  friendfhip,  with  which  the  court  of 
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Vcrfaillcs  accompanied  thofe  infractions  of  peace,  until  the  very  moment  that  the  treaty 
of  alliance,  which  it  had  figned  with  the  agents  of  the  revolted  American  colonies,  was 
announced  by  the  French  ambaffador  in  London. 

If  a  foreign  enemy,  acknowledged  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  had  conquered  the 
iBritifh  American  dominions  ;  and  if  France  had  confirmed,  by  a  foleinu  treaty,  an  a<£r.  of 
vi©lence,  that  had  plundered,  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  peace,  a  refpe&able  neighbour,  of 
whom  the  itiletl  herfelf  the  friend  and  ally  ;  all  Europe  would  have  flood  up  againft  the 
injuftice  of  her  conduct,  which  fhamefully  violated  all  that  is  moll:  facred  among  men. 
The  firft  difcovery,  the  uninterrupted  pofleflion  of  two  hundred  years,  and  the  confent 
of  all  nations,  were  fufficient  to  afcertain  the  lights  of  Great  Britain  over  the  lands  of 
North  America,  and  its  fovereignty  over  the  people  that  had  fettled  there,  with  the  per- 
niiflion,  and  under  the  government  of  the  predeceflbrs  of  the  king  of  England.  If  even 
this  people  had  dared  to  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  authority,  or  rather  of  the  laws  ;  if  they 
had  uiurped  the  provinces  and  prerogatives  of  their  fovereign  ;  and  if  they  had  fought  the 
alliance  of  ftrangers  to  fupport  their  pretended  independence;  thofe  ftrangers  could  not,  it 
was  contended,  accept  their  alliance,  ratify  their  ufurpations,  and  acknowledge  their  in- 
dependence, without  fuppofing  that  revolt  hath  more  extenllve  rights  than  thofe  of  war ; 
and  without  granting  to  rebellious  lubjeils  a  lawful  title  to  conqueft,  which  they  could 
not  have  made,  but  in  contempt  both  of  law  and  juftice.  The  fecret  enemies  of  peace 
.. — laid  the  Britifh  minifter — of  England,  and,  perhaps,  of  France  herfelf,  had  neverthe- 
lcfs  the  criminal  dexterity  to  perfuade  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  that  he  could,  with- 
out violating  the  faith  of  treaties,  publickly  declare,  that  he  received  the  revolted  fubjedts 
of  a  king,  his  neighbour  and  ally,  into  the  number  of  his  allies.  The  profeflions  of 
friendfhip  which  accompanied  that  declaration,  which  the  marquis  de  Noailles  was  or- 
dered to  make  to  the  court  of  London,  only  ferved  to  aggravate  the  injury  by  the  in- 
fult ;  and  it  was  referved  for  France  to  boaft  of  pacific  difpofitions,  in  the  very  infiant  that 
her  ambition  inftigated  her  to  execute  and  avow  an  act  of  perfidy,  unexampled  in  the  hif- 
,tory  of  nations. 

In  anfwer  to  the  aflertion,  that  it  was  not  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
America  that  had  enraged  the  king  of  England,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  of  all  the 
examples  of  the  like  kind  that  the  Biitifh  annals,  even  of  his  own  reign,  furnilh,  it  was 
properly  obferved,  that  no  fuch  examples  exifted  ;  that  the  king  of  .England  never  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  a  people,  who  had  ihaken  off  the  yok«  of  their  lawful 
prince;  and  a  concern  was  exprefled,  that  the  ininifters  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty 
ihould  have  cheated  the  piety  of  their  fovereign,  to  cover,  with  fo  refpe&able  a  name, 
aflertions,  without  any  foundation  or  likelihood,  which  were  contradicted  by  the  memory 
of  all  Europe. 

The 
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The  memorial  concluded  with  a  well-founded  obfervation,  that  the  declaration  of  the 
marquis  de  Noailles  was  a  fignal  of  the  public  infraction  of  the  peace — in  confequence  or 
which  the  king  of  England  directly  proclaimed  to  all  nations  that  he  accepted  the  war 
which  France  offered;  the  lafl  proceedings  of  his  majefty,  it  was  maintained,  was  rather 
the  offspring  of  his  prudence  than  his  juftice;  and  Europe  was  left  to  judge  if  the  court 
of  London  wanted  means  to  "  juftify  a  declaration  of  war,  and  if  fhe  did  not  dare  to 
f1  accufe  France  publickly  of  being  the  aggreiTor." 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  the  Britifh  memorial,  published  as  a  reply  to  the  French 
manifefto  ;  the  facts  it  exhibits  are  ftrong,  pointed,  and  unanfwerable,  and  the  arguments 
it  contains  are  generally  conclufive  ;  but  unhappily  there  is  no  earthly  tribunal  endued 
with  power  to  enforce,  on  fuch  occafions,  the  verdict  which  juftice  would  dictate;  to 
check  the  deftructive  efforts  of  ambition  ;  to  reftrain  the  luft  of  conqueft;  to  avert  the 
deadly  effects  of  national  enmity  ;  and  to  fruftrate  the  fatal  projects  of  revenge.  The 
die  was  already  caft;  the  flames  of  war  were  widely  diffufed ;  and  amidft:  the  clang  of 
arms,  reafon  but  feldom  can  exert  her  falutary  fway. 

The  intrigues  of  France  had  prevailed  in  the  cabinet  of  Madrid;  and  the  Spanifh  am- 
baflador  having  quitted  London,  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  formed  a 
junction  of  their  naval  forces,  amounting  to  fixty-fix  fail  of  the  line,  with  which  they 
triumphantly  entered  the  Britifh  Channel.  This  decifive  fuperiority  compelled  the 
Englifh  fleet  to  feek  for  refuge  in  its  own  ports;  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh 
coaft  were  in  momentary  expectation  that  the  enemy  would  effect  a  defcent  ;  and  even 
Plymouth  trembled  for  her  fafety.  But  the  dread  of  the  approaching  equinoctial  ftorms 
fuperinduced  a  feparation  of  the  combined  fleets,  after  they  had  captured  the  Ardent,  an 
Englifh  fhip  of  the  line  ;  and  the  French  failors,  in  their  return  to  port,  ^communicated 
to  their  countrymen  a  peftilential  diforder,  which  raged  for  fome  time  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

With  a  view  to  encreafe  the  embarraflments  of  England,  and  to  divide  her  force,  Spain, 
•with  a  confiderable  army,  formed  the  memorable  fiege  of  Gibraltar;  anenterprize  which 
had  a  contrary  effect  to  that  it  was  intended  to  produce,  and  finally  terminated  in  the 
difgrace  of  Spain,  and  the  exultation  of  her  foe.  The  land  forces  were  entrufted  to  the 
command  of  Don  Alvarez ;  Don  Barcello  blocked  up  the  harbour  with  a  number  of 
xebecques  and  frigates;  while  Don  Lewis  de  Cordova,  with  twelve  mips  of  the  line,  was 
ftationed  near  to  afford  fupport  to  its  operations. 

Amidft  the  rage  of  war  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  difplayed  that  regard  for  fcience  which  had 
early  formed  the  prominent  feature  of  his  reign  ;  and  while  his  operations  againft  the 
enemy  were  marked  by  the  utmoft  vigour  of  exertion,  two  (hips  obtained  a  voluntary  and 
honourable  exemption  from  the  hoftile  attempts  of  the   French  fleets.     Previous  to  the 
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commencement  of  hoftllities,  the  Englifh  had  fent  two  vefTels  into  the  South  Seas,  com- 
manded by  captains  Cook  and  Clerke,  to  explore  the  coafts  and  iflands  of  Japan  and  Ca- 
lifornia ;  the  return  of  thofe  vcflels  was  hourly  expected  in  Europe:  and  Lewis,  with 
that  confiderate  humanity  which  reflects  the  brighteft  luftre  on  his  character,  command- 
ed his  naval  officers,  by  a  circular  letter,  to  abftain  from  hoftilitiesagainft  thofe  fhips,  and 
to  treat  them,  in  all  refpects,  as  neutral  veffels.  The  letters  alfo  mentioned  captain 
Cook,  who  had  long  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  fneceffive  voyages  of  difcovery,  in  terms  of 
the  higheft  refpect ;  but  that  celebrated  navigator  did  not  live  to  enjoy  this  grateful  tefti- 
mony  of  his  merit  ;  having  already  fallen  a  victim  to  the  blind  fury  of  the  favages,  in 
one  of  the  newly-difcovered  iflands. 

A.  D.  1780.]  To  augment  thofe  refources  which  wercindifpenfibly  requifite  for  the 
fupport  of  the  war,  M.  Neckar,  who  now  prefuled  over  the  finances  of  France,  exerted 
his  talents  in  the  talk  of  reform.  Not  "a  finglc  department  of  the  revenue  efcaped  his 
vigilance  and  attention  ;  rigid  economy  and  judicious  improvements  precluded  the  necef- 
fity  of  additional  imports;  and  a  variety  of  unnecefTary  offices  in  the  houfhold  of  the 
king  and  queen  were  aholifhed,  at  the  exprefs  requifition  of  their  majefties,  whofe  con- 
cern for  the  eafeof  their  fubjects,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  kingdom,  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  many  other  important  regulations. 

The  zeal  and  induftry  of  the  director- general  of  the  finances  were  rivalled  by  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  French  minifters  at  the  different  courts  of  Europe.  Fearful  left  the  intimate 
connection  which  had  fubfifted  between  the  Englifh  and  Ruffians  might  lead  to  an  all I— 
snee  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  Fr.'iice,  the  French  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh 
was  ihftru£tefl,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  conciliate  the  inclinations  of  the  emprers,  by 
every  compliance  that  the  honour  of  his  country  would  permit;  and  the  fears  of  France 
were  foon  extinguished  by-  a  manifefto  as  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
lailles,  as  it  was  unpropitious  to  thofe  of  Saint  James's.  The  jealoufy  that  had  been  ex- 
cited by  the  former  afcendancy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  dominion  to  which  {he  had  at- 
lained  on  the  fea,  had  even  extended,  and  been  nourifhed  by,  the  mort  diftant  powers  of 
the  north  ;  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  embraced  the  opportunity  to  emancipate  her  commerce 
from  the  controul  of  the  Englifh;  and  was  readily  perfuaded,  by  the  ambaffador  of 
France,  to  place  herfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy  formed  of  her  northern  neighbours. 
fhe  accordingly  addrelTed  a  declaration  to  the  courts  of  London,  Veriailles,  and  Madrid, 
in  which,  after  expatiating  at  large  on  the  juftice  and  moderation  of  which  fhe  had  given 
fuch  convincing  proofs  in  the  courfe  of  her  war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  ftrict 
regard  which  fhe  had  always  fhewn  forthe  rightsof  neutrality  and  of  commerce  in  general, 
file  lamented  that  her  example  had  not  been  permitted  to  influence  the  prefent  belligerent 
powers,  but  that  her  fubjects  had  been  precluded  from  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  their  induftry,  and  the  advantages  belonging  to  neutral  nations ;  that  they  had 
been  molefted  in  their  navigation,  and  retarded  in  their  operations,  by  the  fhips  and  pri- 
vateers 
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vateers  of  the  contending  fovereigns ;  and  that  (he  found  herfelf,  with  concern,  undtr 
the  neceffity  of  removing  thofe  vexations  which  were  offered  to  the  commerce  of  Ruf- 
fia  in  particular,  aid  to  that  of  Europe  in  geneial,  by  all  the  means  compatible  with  her 
own  dignity,  and  with  the  welfare  of  her  fubjects. 

She  proceeded  to  demand  that  neutral  (hips  fliould  enjoy  a  free  navigation,  even  from 
port  to  port,  and  on  the  coafts  of  the  belligerent  powers  ;  that  all  the  effects  belonging 
to  thofe  powers  mould  be  looked  upon  as  free  on  board  fuch  neutral  (hips,  excepting  only 
thofe  goods  that  were  agreed  to  be  contraband,  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  warlike  (lores; 
that  if  any  fuch  were  found,  beyond  what  might  properly  appertain  to  the  fhip's  crew  or 
paflengers,  they  might  be  feized  and  confifcated  according  to  law;  but  neither  the 
veflels,  paflengers,  nor  the  reft  of  the  goods,  were  to  be  detained  for  that  reafon,  nor  hin- 
dered from  purfuing  their  voyage;  that  thefe  principles  were  to  ferve  as  rules  in  the  ju- 
dicial proceedings  and  fentences  upon  the  legality  of  prizes ;  and  her  imperial  majeft  y 
declared,  that  to  render  them  flill  more  refpectcd,  and  to  protect  the  honour  of  her  flag, 
fhe  had  given  orders  to  fit  out  a  confiderable  naval  force.  The  kings  of  Denmark  and 
Sweden  immediately  acceded  to  the  declarations  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  ;  the  States- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces,  after  that  delay  which  generally  prevails  in  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  Republic,  followed  their  example  ;  and  this  formidable  confederacy  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  and  engaged  to  make  a  common  caufe  of  it  at 
fea,  againft  any  of  the  powers  that  fhould  violate  the  principles  which  had  been  laid 
down  in  the  Ruffian  memorial. 

The  king  of  France  haftened  publickly  to  declare  his  entire  approbation  of  a  meafure, 
the  adoption  of  which  his  minifters  had  been  long  fecretly  endeavouring  to  promote.  He 
declared  that  what  her  imperial  majefty  claimed  from  the  belligerent  powers  was  nothing 
elfe  than  the  rules  prefcribed  to  the  French  navy  ;  the  execution  of  which  was  enforced 
with  an  exactnefs  known  and  applauded  by  all  Europe.  He  heartily  coincided  with 
the  principles  and  views  of  the  emprefs ;  and  he  aflerted,  that  from  the  meafures  fhe  had 
now  adopted,  folid  advantages  would  undoubtedly  refult  not  only  to  her  fubjects,  but 
likewife  to  all  nations. 

While  France,  thus  fuccefsful  in  the  cabinet,  fecured  the  friendfhip  of  the  northern 
potentates,  the  arms  of  her  kindred  ally  received  a  deep  and  defperate  check.  A  Spanifh 
fleet  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  cruifing  near  Cape  Saint  Vincent's, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  were  encountered,  on  the  fixteenth  of 
January,  by  a  Britifh  fleet  of  fuperior  force,  commanded  by  admiral  Rodney,  the  object  of 
whofe  deftination  was  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  The  Spaniards  difplayed  great  gallantry 
in  maintaining,  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  unequal  conflict ;  but  they  were  unable  to 
avert  that  fate  which  an  inferior  force  mult,  ever  expect  to  incur.  One  of  their  fhips, 
the  Saint  Domingo,   of  feventy  guns  and  fix  hundred  men,  was  blown  up  in  the  action. 

G.  2  The 
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The  admiral's  fhip,  the  Phoenix  of  eighty  guns,  with  four  more  fhips  of  feventy  guns, 
were  taken  ;  another  of  the  fame  rate  was  driven  afhore  and  deftroyed  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
fleet,  after  fuftaining  confiderable  damage,  efcaped  with  difficulty  into  the  neighbouring 
ports.  Admiral  Rodney  immediately  purfued  his  courfe  to  Gibraltar;  relieved  the  gar- 
rifon  of  that  fortrefs ;  then  repairing  the  {heights,  fleered  to  the  Weft  Indies,  after  de- 
taching admiral  Digby,  with  his  prizes  and  part  of  his  fquadron  to  Great  Britain,  who, 
on  his  paflage,  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Prothee,  a  French  man  of  war  of  fixty- 
four  guns. 

Nor  was  this  the  only   difafter  which  arofe  from  the  foolifh  perfeverance  of  Spain  in 
thefruitlefs  fiege  of  Gibraltar.     France  had,  during  the  winter,  at  an  immenfe  expence, 
continued  thofe  preparations,  the  object  of  which  was  to  give  the  allies  a  decifive  fuperi- 
ority  at  fea  ;  but  the  meditated  junction  of  the  combined  fleets  was  retarded  by  the  ob- 
ilinacy  of  the   Spaniards,  who  confined  their  hoftile  attempts  to  that  impregnable  for- 
trefs; and  the  fhips  of  France  were  confined   in  their  harbours,  by  the  fuperior  force  of 
Great  Britain,  whole  naval  armaments  fhe  was    not  able  to  encounter  fingly.     Admiral 
Geary,  with  the  Englifh  fleet,  continued  vigilantly  to  obferve  their  motions,    and  the 
Artois,  the  Pearl,  the  Capricieufe,  the  Nymphe,  and  the  Belle-Poule,  fwelled  the  num- 
ber of  frigates,  loft  to  France  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  to  eight,  befides  the  count 
tl'Artois,  a  private  fhip  of  war,  carrying  fixty-four  guns.     The  chevalier  de  Kergariou, 
who  commanded  the  Belle-Poule,   diftinguifhed   himfelf  by   a  bloody  and  gallant   refif- 
tance :  though  his  {hip  mounted  only  thirty-two  guns,  and  the  enemy  he  encountered 
had  fixty-four,  he  maintained  the  combat  with  undaunted   refolution  ;  when  mortally 
wounded,  he  continued  to  exclaim,   "  Courage,  mes  enfatis !  courage/"  and  expired  while 
animating  to  farther  exertions  his  courageous  crew.     On  his  death  the  command  devolved 
on   his   firft  lieutenant,  M.  la  Motte  Tabourel,  who  emulated  the  heroic  valour  of  his 
captain,  and,  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  defended  the  Belle-Poule  with  equal  vigour. 
He  then  reluctantly  ftruck  his  flag,  the  fhip  being  on  the  point  of  finking.     Six  feet 
water  were  in  the  hold;  fixteen  fhot   in   the  hull  of   the  {hip ;   the   mafts  and  yards 
broken;    the  fails  and   rigging  cut   to  pieces:  the  captain   and  twenty- four  men  killed; 
and  the  fecond  captain,   with  fifty  men,    wounded.     The  chevalier  du  Remain,  in  the 
Nymphe,  had  difplayed  fimilar  bravery  in  the  defence  of  his  fhip  ;  equal  in  force  to  the 
enemy,  he  only  yielded  to  her  fuperior  fortune  ;  before  the  colours  of  the  Nymphe  were 
ftricken,  two  thirds  of  her  crew  were   killed  and  wounded;  and  among  the  former  was 
the  chevalier  du  Remain  himfelf. 

Finding  there  was  no  profpedr.  of  being  joined  by  the  Spaniards,  the  French  fhips  of 
war  had  efcaped  from  Breft  in  fmall  divifions,  and  repaired  to  Cadiz ;  and  as  the  com- 
bined fleets  were  cruifing  off  Cape  Saint  Vincent,  fortune  feemed  difpofed  to  make  them 
ample  amends  for  their  former  difappointments.  A  rich  and  extenfive  convoy  for  the 
Britifh  pofleffions  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  had  failed  from  England  under  the  feeble 
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protection  of  a  fingle  fhip  of  the  line,  and  only  two  frigates ;  and  Don  Louis  de  Cor- 
dova, who  commanded  the  allied  fquadrons,  was  agreeably  furprized,  on  the  eighth  of 
Auguft,  with  the  fight  of  this  valuable  and  defencelefs  fleet.  A  fignal  was  made  for  a 
general  chace ;  the  fhips  of  war  efcaped  by  their  fuperior  failing ;  but  five  Eaft  India- 
men,  and  fifty  veflels  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies,  were  taken  and  carried  into  Cadiz;  the 
former,  befides  arms  and  ammunition,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  conveyed  naval  flores  for 
the  fupply  of  theBritifh  fquadron  in  that  quarter ;  and  the  latter  contained  tents  and 
camp  equipage  for  the  troops  defigned  for  active  fervice  in  the  Leeward  Iflands  ;  but  the 
greateft  lofs  which  Great  Britain  fuftaineil,  on  this  occafion,  was  that  of  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty  feamen,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-five  foldiers,  who  became  the  captives 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  Weft  Indies,  M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  with  four  fhips  of  the  line,  attacked,  on 
the  twentieth  of  March,  a  fmaller  fquadron  of  the  Englifh  under  commodore  Corn- 
wallis  ;  the  adtion,  which  continued  the  whole  night  and  part  of  the  following  day, 
was  totally  indecifive,  not  a  fhip  being  taken  on  either  fide.  The  French  admiral,  hav- 
ing fuftained  confiderable  damage,  and  being  anxious  to  join  the  grand  fleet,  left  the  ene- 
my in  a  difabled  ilate,  and  bore  away  for  Cape  Francois.  The  count  de  Guichen  had 
failed  from  Breft  to  fupply  the  place  of  count  d'Eftaing ;  the  fleet  under  his  command, 
when  united,  confifled  of  twenty-three  fhips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates;  and,  on  the 
feventeenth  of  April,  he  fell  in  with  admiral  Rodney,  whofe  force  did  not  exceed  twenty 
fhips  of  the  line.  An  engagement  enfued,  which,  like  the  other,  was  maintained  with 
great  obflinacv,  and  proved  equally  indecifive.'  The  French  retired  .to  Guadaloupe,  for 
the  purpofe  of  refitting  their  fhattered  veflels  ;  while  the  Englifh,  refolute  to  renew  the, 
action,  preferved  their  (ration  off"  the  ifland  of  Martinico. 

As  foon  as  the  count  de  Guichen  had  repaired  his  fhips,  he  again  failed  to  encounter 
the  enemy  :  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth  of  May  the  hoflile  fleets  engaged,  but  after 
a  fruit IefsefFufi on  of  human  blood,  night  parted  the  combatants;  who  again  met,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  the  fame  month,  when  a  third  action  enfued,  equally  partial  and  indecifive. 
But  though  the  French,  in  thefe  different  engagements,  had  no  advantage  to  boafl,  they 
neverthelefs  convinced  the  Englifh  that  the  decided  fuperiority  on  which  they  had  been 
accuflomed  to  reckon,  in  naval  encounters,  no  longer  exifted;  for  whatever  inferiority, 
there  might  be  on  the  part  of  the  common  feamen  of  the  French  fleet,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  inferiority,  with  refpect  either  to  naval  fkill  or  courage,  in  the  French  officers. 

The  count  de  Guichen  was  joined,   in  the  month  of  June,  by  a  Spanifh  fquadron,  but* 
the  refufal  of  its  admiral  to  concur  in  any  attack  on  the  Englifh  fetdements,  totally  des- 
troyed the  effects  of  the  fuperiority  which  that  junction  afforded  him.     Thus  debarred, 
by  the  fuperfluous  caution  cf  his   colleague,   from  all   hoflile  attempts,  he  feized  the  op- 
portunity to  efcort  the  homeward-bound  trade  towards  Europe  ;  the  fickly  flats  of  his 
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mm  induced  him  to  continue  his  voyage,  and  he  conducted  the  rich  fleet  he  had  under- 
taken  to  convoy  in  fafety  to  Cadiz.  He  was  there  joined  by  the  count  d'Eftaing,  who 
allunKd  the  chief  command;  the  fleet  of  France,  by  this  union,  was  fwelled  to  fix-and- 
thirty  fail  of  the  line;  but  the  Alius  themfclves  were  foul  and  out  of  repair,  and  the 
feeble  condition  of  the  crews  fofar  precluded  the  poffibility  of  attack,  that,  though  the 
French  admiral,  on  his  paflage,  fell  in  with  an  Englifh  fleet  of  only  twenty  fhips  of 
the  line,  he  ftudioufly  avoided  an  engagement,  and  purfued  his  courfe  to  the  ports 
of  France. 

The  Englifh,  meanwhile,  had  been  anxious  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  inactivity  of 
the  French  in  America,  and,  by  the  reduction  of  Chirles  Town,  had  excited  a  confider- 
able  alarm  throughout  that  continent.  The  carneft  folicitations  of  the  United  States, 
at  length,  awakened  the  French  miniftry  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  affording 
effectual  fupport  to  their  allies  ;  and,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  the  count  de  Rocham- 
beau  was  detached  from  Breft  with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops,  and  the  chevalier  de  Ternay 
with  feven  fhips  of  the  line  and  feveral  frigates.  Six  thoufand  of  the  troops  were  land- 
ed, on  the  tenth  of  July,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  which,  during  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
year,  had  been  evaluated  by  the  Britifh,  and  now  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Cour*t  Rochambeau  was  highly  flattered  with  the  reception  he  experienced  from  the 
Americans,  who  appointed  a  committee  from  the  general  aflcmbly  of  Rhode  Illandto  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  arrival;  and  the  fatisfacYion  evinced  by  the  latter  was  greatly  en- 
creafed  by  the  declaration  of  the  French  commander,  that  his  fovereign  would  never 
ill  eat  h  the  iword  until  the  independence  of  America  was  fecured;  that  the  troops  he  had 
brought  over  were  only  the  vanguard  of  a  much  greater  force  that  was  deftined  to  their 
aid  ;  and  that  he  had  the  king's  orders  to  allure  them  that  the  whole  power  of  France 
fiiould  be  exerted  for  their  fupport  ;  he  added,  that  the  French  troops  were  under  the 
itricleft  discipline,  and,  fuhjerSr.  to  the  orders  of  general  Washington,  would  live  with 
the  Americans  as  their  brethren. 

Rhode. Ifland  was  allotted,  as  a  place  of  arms,  by  the  United  States,  to  their  allies; 
and  count  Rochambeau,  while  he  awaited  the  promifed  reinforcement,  diligently  em- 
ployed his  troops  in  repairing  and  ftrengthening  the  works  on  the  ifland  ;  a  precaution  on 
which  he  had  foon  after  reafon  to  congratulate  himfelf.  General  Clinton  and  admiral 
Arbuthnot,  returned,  after  the  reduction  of  Charles  Town,  to  New  York,  formed  a 
plan  of  attack  again  ft  the  French  fleet  and  army  ;  but  general  Wafhington,  having  dif- 
covered  their  intentions,  crofted  the  North  River  with  twelve  thoufand  men  ;  and  the 
Englifh  commander,  fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  his  abfence  mult  expofe  New  York, 
abandoned  his  project. 
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A  plan,  formed  by  the  French  and  their  allies,  proved  equally  abortive.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  Monfieur  de  Guichen,  from  the  Weft  India  iflands,  would  fteer  his  courfe  to 
America,  to  join  the  frefh  fhips  of  M.  Ternay;  and  that  the  grand  army,  under  general 
Wafhington,  being  alfo  reinforced  by  the  troops  of  Rochambeau,  an  attack  by  fea  and 
land  might  be  made  on  the  Britifh  troops  at  New  York,  with  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
as  muft  have  enfured  fuccefs ;  the  reduction  of  lord  Cornwallis's  detachment  to  the 
fouthward  muft  naturally  have  enfued  ;  and  the  marquis  de  la  Favette  was  to  have  pro- 
ceeded, with  a  confiderable  army,  on  a  winter  expedition  againft  Canada. 

In  expectation  of  thefe  events,  la  Fayette  publifhed  a  preparatory  memorial,  addrefTed 
to  the  French  Canadians,  and  calling  upon  them,  by  all  the  ancient  ties  of  allegiance, 
blood,  religion,  and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  natural  deiire  of  recovering  their  loft  li- 
berties, to  be  ready  to  join  and  a  Mi  ft  him  ;  and  holding  out  all  the  feverities  of  war,  and 
all  the  terrors  of  military  execution,  to  thofe,  if  any  fucli  there  were,  who,  blindly  per- 
verfe  to  their  own  interefts,  and  forgetful  of  all  thole  tics  and  duties,  fl>ouUI,  in  any 
manner,  oppole  the  arms  or  impede  the  generous  defigns  of  their  deliverers;  but  when 
the  diligence  of  Wafhington  had  fwelled  his  army  to  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  whole 
project  was  difconcerted  by  the  departure  of  the  count  de  Guichen  for  Europe,  which 
expofed  the  Americans  to  as  fevere  a  difappointment  as  any  they  had  experienced  during 
the  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  count's  departure,  which  was  juftifigd  by  the  bad  ftate  of  his  fhips,  preferved  him, 
from  thofe  calamities  in  which  the  Weft  India  iflands  were  foon  after  involved.  A 
hurricane,  which  raged  with  a  degree  of  violence  that  baffles  all  defcription,  fpread  defol- 
iation, both  by  fea  and  land,  throughout  that  quarter  of  the  world.  At  Martinico,  the 
beautiful  town  of  Saint  Pierre,  built  upon  the  ftiore,  was  entirely  overwhelmed  and  warn- 
ed away;  the  town  of  BafTe-terre  in  Guadaloupe  fhared  the  fame  fate :  fixty  fail  of 
tranfports  from  France,  juft  arrived  at  Martinico  with  ftores,  and  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred troops  onboard,  were  driven  out  to  lea,  and  almoft  all  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves. 
The  Experiment  of  fifty  guns,  with  the  Juno  of  forty,  and  fcveral  other  French  frigates, 
were  totally  loft.  Grenada  and  Saint  Vincent's  equally  j>refented  a  fcene  of  terror  and 
delolation  ;  and  in  the  latter  not  a  fingle  houfe  was  capable  of  withftanding  the  fury  of 
the  ftorm.  The  Britiih  fettlements  and  marine  fufiered  alio,  in  a  proportionate  degree  : 
Jamaica,  BarbadoeSj  and  Saint  Lucia,  were  the  principal  victims  to  its  rage;  admiral 
Rodney,  with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line,  had  fortunately  proceeded  to  thecoaft  of  America; 
but  the  Andromeda  and  Laurel,  Britiih  frigates,  were  both  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Mar- 
tinico. The  humanity  of  that  gallant  officer,  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  general 
of. the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  fhone  forth,  on  this  oecafion,  with  diftinguifhed 
luflre;  thirty-one  Englifh  failors,  the  fcanty  remnant  that  was  faved  from  the- crews  of 'the 
Andromeda  and  Laurel,  were  fent  by  the  marquis,  under  a  flag  of  truce,   to  the  Britiih. 
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commodore  at  Saint  Lucia,  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he  could  not  confi- 
dcr  in  the  light  of  enemies,  men  who  had  fo  narrowly  efcaped  in  a  contention  with  the 
force  of  the  elements;  he  expreffed  his  concern  that  their  number  was  fo  fmall.and  that 
none  of  the  officers  had  been  laved. 

The  events  of  the  campaign,  though  by  no  means  adverfe,  had  neither  anfwered  the 
fanguinc  eKpedttttOiM  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  nor  been  produftive  of  thofe  decifive 
advantages  which  the  miniftersof  France  had  hoped  to  derive  from  the  united  force  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  But  that  confederacy  foon  acquired  additional  ftrength  from  the 
daring  boldnefs  of  their  enemy  Great  Britain,  by  the  capture  of  an  American  packet, 
en  board  of  which  was  Mr.  Laurens,  late  prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  obtained  pofTefiion 
of  the  (ketch  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  the  Republic  of  Holland  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  appeared  to  be  in  a  train  of  negotiation,  and  was 
approved  by  Van  Berkel,  a  chief  magiftrate  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam.  This  difcovery 
gave  fo  much  offence  to  the  court  of  London,  that  the  Englifh  ambaflador  at  the  Hague 
received  orders  to  prefent  a  memorial,  dated  the  tenth  of  November,  in  which  the  States 
General  were  informed,  that  it  appeared,  from  the  papers  of  Mr.  Laurens,  that  "  the 
"  States  of  Amfterdam  had  entered  into  a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with  the  American 
"  rebels,  fo  early  as  the  month  of  Auguft,  1778;  that  inftru&ions  and  powers  had  been 
"  given  by  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  entering  into  a  treaty  of  indiflbluble  friendfhip 
"  with  the  raid  rebels,  natural  fubjedts  of  a  fovereign  to  whom  the  Republic  was  united 
*  by  the  ftri&efl  ties  of  friendfhip  ;"  his  Britannic  majefty,  therefore,  required  that  fo 
irregular  a  conduct  might  be  formally  difavowed  ;  and  alfo  infifted  "  on  fpeedy  fatisfac- 
«'  tion,  adequate  to  the  offence,  and  the  exemplary  punifhment  of  the  penfionary  Van 
"  Berkel  and  his  accomplices,  as  difturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the 
"  rights  of  nations." — The  States  General  not  giving  an  immediate  anfwer  to  this  me- 
morial, the  demand  contained  in  it  wasprefled  by  the  Britifh  ambaflador,  in  repeated  con- 
ferences, and  in  a  fecond  memorial.  Their  recorder  was  then  directed  to  wait  on  him, 
and  to  inform  him,  that  his  memorial  had  been  taken  ad  referendum  by  the  deputies 
of  the  refpe£tive  provinces,  according  to  the  received  cuflom  and  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  they  would  endeavour  to  frame  an  anfwer  to  his  memorial,  as  foon  as  the 
nature  of  their  government  would  permit.  This  gave  fo  little  fatisfadlion  to  the  Bri- 
tifh court,  who  had  the  mofr.  convincing  proofs  of  the  treachery  of  the  Dutch,  that 
their  ambaflador  was  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and  a  declaration  of  war 
againfl  Holland  was  publifhed  on  the  twentieth  of  December;  a  meafure  which  was  re- 
ceived at  Paris  with  open  exultation,  and  which  neceflarily  threw  that  republic  into  the 
arms  of  France. 

A.  D.   1781.]     The  French  minifters,  anxious  to  harafs  the  enemy  in  every  quarter, 
iandtioned  with  their  approbation  a.  fcheme,   propofed  by  the  baron  de   Rullecourf,  for 
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taking  the  ifland  of  Jerfey  by  a  coup'de-main.  For  this  purpofe  twelve  hundred  men  off 
tlie  legion  of  Luxembourg  were  entrufted  to  the  command  of  the  baron,  who,  in  the 
night  of  the  fixth  of  January,  traverfed,  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  the  fpace  that  feparates 
the  ifland  from  the  continent  ;  and,  having  effected  1  landing,  at  the  Bank  du  Violet, 
wholly  unperceived  by  the  enemy,  though  not  without  the  lofsof  two  hundred  men,  fuf- 
tained  in  confequence  of  a  privateer,  with  four  tranfports,  being  wrecked  upon  the  rocks, 
he  pufhed  forward  to  the  little  town  of  Saint  Hellier,  the  capital  of  Jerfey,  and  drew  up 
his  troops  in  the  market-place,  whence  he  detached  a  party  to  the  houfe  of  the  lieute- 
nant-governor, major  Corbett,  who  was  immediately  fecured,  but  not  before  he  had 
found  means  to  convey  information  of  the  ftate  of  things  to  three  regiments,  which  were 
ftationed  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland.  The  baron  de  Rullecourt  propofed  to  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  fign  articles  of  capitulation  ;  threatening,  in  cafe  he  refuftd,  to 
fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  put  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in  or- 
der to  prevail  on  him  to  comply,  falfely  affured  him,  that  he  had  landed  above  five  thou- 
fand  men  on  the  ifland.  The  lieutenant-governor  reprefented,  that,  being  a  piifoner,  he 
was  in  confequence  deprived  of  all  authority,  and  that,  therefore,  his  figning  any  terms 
of  capitulation,  or  proceeding  to  give  any  orders,  could  anfvver  no  purpofe.  The 
French  general,  however,  perfifted  in  his  requifition  ;  and  major  Corbett,  influenced  by 
his  menaces  refpecling  the  town  and  its  inhabitants,  and  paying  too  much  regard  to  his 
reprefentations,  was,  at  length,  prevailed  upon  to  fign  the  articles,  and  to  fend  orders  to 
fome  officers  under  his  command  to  comply  with  the  capitulation. 

But  when  Elizabeth  caftle  was  fummoned,  by  the  French,  to  furrender,  captain  Ayl- 

ward,  who  commanded  the  Englifh  garrifon,  not  only  peremptorily  refufed,  but   fired 

4ipon  them,  and  compelled  them  to  retire.     In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh  troops,  under 

the  command  of  major  Pierfon,  who  was  next  in  feniority  to  the  lieutenant-governor, 

together  with  the  militia  of  the  ifland,  affembled  upon  the  heights  near  the  town.     The 

baron  de  Rullecourt  fent  to  them  a  requifition  that  they  fliould  conform  to  the  ca,pit*»J- 

tion  :  but  received  for  anlwer,  "  That  if  the  French  did  not  lay  down  **"*""  1 

*  J  -<cir  arms,   and 

"  furrender  themfelves  prifoners,  in  twenty  minutes  they  wo"*'1  *      attaci  eJ  "      A        A 

ingly,  major  Pierfon,  having  made  a  very  judir--^  ^fpofition  of  the  Briti^  trQops>  a£_ 
tacked  the^  French  with  -~£  v;gour  and  irnpetuofity.  During  the  heat  of  the  adtion, 
*SC  blToh  ue  Rullecourt  compelled  major  Corbett  to  ftand  clofe  by  him,  fiiy'me  that  he 
fhould  fhare  his  fate.  But  the  French  general  received  a  mortal  wound,  from  a  mufquet 
ball,  which  broke  his  lower  jaw-bone;  and,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  adtion,  in  which  the  brave  major  Pierfon  was  alfo  killed,  the  French 
furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 

The  attention  of  the  French  was  diverted  from  the  fubjedt  of  this  difappointmenr,  by 
the  famous  Compte  rendu,  or  ftate  of  the  finances  of  France,  which  M.  Neckar,  dire&or- 
general  of  the  finances,  now   laid  before   the  king,  and  caufed  to  be  printed  for  the 

H  public 
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public  infpe&ion  ;  a  meafure  which  excited  the  greater  aftonifhment,  inafmuch  as  the- 
ilridtcft  fecrecy  had  generally  been  obferved,  with  refpecSr.  to  all  the  operations  of  the  go- 
vernment. In  this  memorial  M.  Neckar  obferved,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  render  to 
his  majefty  a  public  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  and  of  the  aftual  ftate  of  the 
French  finances,  by  the  confideration,  that  the  opennefs  and  authenticity  of  fuch  an  ac- 
count might  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  majefty's  affairs.  Such  a  ftate- 
ment  of  accounts  might  alfo  put  every  perfon  who  was  concerned  in  his  majefty's  coun- 
cils in  a  fituation  to  ftudy  and  to  attend  to  the  ftate  of  the  finances  ;  a  fpecies  of  know- 
ledge important  in  itfelf;  and  having  either  connection  with,  or  relation' to,  all  delibera- 
tions of  moment.  He  took  notice,  that  a  principal  caufe  of  the  great  credit  of  England 
was,  the  public  notoriety  to  which  the  ftate  of  her  finances  was  fubmitted  ;  this  account 
was  every  year  prefented  to  parliament,  and  afterwards  printed ;  and  the  money  lenders, 
being  thus  regularly  made  acquainted  with  the  proportion  maintained  between  the  re- 
ceipts and  difburfements,  were  not  rendered  uneafy  by  thofe  chimerical  fufpicions  and 
fears  which  were  the  inseparable  concomitants  of  a  more  difguifed  conduct.  But  in 
France,  the  ftate  of  the  finances  had  conftantly  been  made  a  matter  of  myftery ;  or,  if 
it  was  fometimes  fpoken  of,  it  was  in  the  preambles  of  edicts;  and  always  at  the  moment 
when  there  was  occafion  to  borrow.  But  it  was  of  great  moment  to  fix.the  public  con- 
fidence upon  a  more  folid  bafis.  The  fovereign  of  fuch  a  kingdom  as  France  might  al- 
ways, at  his  pleafure,  maintain  the  balance  between  his  ordinary  expences  and  revenues* 
The  diminution  of  the  former,  ever  feconded  by  the  public  wiftt,  was  in  his  own  hands* 
and,  when  circumftances  required  it,  the  augmentation  of  the  impofts  was  fubmitted  to 
his  power5.  But  the  moil  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  moft  unjuft  of"  ail  refources,  was 
that  of  feeking  temporary  aids  in  a  blind,  confidence,  and  engaging  for  loans,  without 
having,  either  by  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue,  or  by  a  retrenchment  of  expences,  pro- 
vided for  the  intereft.  Such  an  adminiftration,  as.  reduced,  by  procraftinating  the  mo* 
ment  of  embarraffment,  only  increafed  the  evil,  and  made  farther  advances  in  under* 
aiining  the  precipice  ;  whilft  a  different  conduct,  more  fimple  and  more  liberal,  would 
multiply  the  refources  of  the  foyereign,  and  perpetually  reftrain  him  from  every  fpecies 
of  injuftice. 

M.  Neckar  divided  his  account  of  the  French"  finances  into  three  parts  ;  the  firft,  con* 
cerning  the  actual  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  all  the  operations  which  related  to  the  royal . 
treafury,  and  to  public  credit ;    the  fecond  was  intended  to  unfold  the  operations  which 

>  «'  V augmentation  des  imfots  eft  ftumife  a  la  pmjjanct  ciu  -Roi."— This  affertion  is  conftitut tonally  falfe.  The  privilege  of 
raifing  taxes  by  the  fimple;W  of  the  fovereign,  had,  indeed,  frequently  been  afferted  by  the  moft  tyrannical  of  the 
French  monarchs,  but  had  never  been  acknowledged  by  the  nation ;  and  our  readers  muft  have  been  convinced, 
\>y  the  frequent  difcu.Tions  of  that  fubjeft,  in  the  courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that  the  kings  of  France,  whenever  they  ex- 
ei  cifed  fuc'»  '     -rvilege,  were  guilty  of  a  grofs  violation  cf  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  realm. 

had- 
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had  united  important  meafures  of  economy  with  great  advantages  in  government;  and, 
in  the  third,  he  gave  an  account  of  foroe  difpofitions  and  regulations  which  had  lately- 
taken  place,  and  which  had  for  their  object  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the 
profperity  of  the  ftate.  At  the  clofe  of  his  addrefs  to  the  French  monarch,  M.  Neckar 
expreffed  himfelf  m  the  following  terms  : — "  My  whole  time  has  been  devoted,  without 
"  intermiflion,  to  the  exercife  of  -the  important  functions  which  your  majefty  has  en- 
"  trufted  to  my  charge.  I  have  neither  Sacrificed  to  fame,  nor  to  power ;  and  I  have  dif- 
**  dained  the  trappings  of  vanity.  I  have  renounced  even  the  deareft  private  fatisfaction, 
"  that  of  ferving  my  friends,  or  obtaining  the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  furround  me.  If 
**  any  perfon  owes  to  my  fingle  favour  either  a  penfion,  a  place,  or  an  employment, 
««  let  him  be  named.  I  have  had  no  other  object  than  my  duty,  and  the  hopes  of  merit- 
*«  ing  the  approbation  of  my  mafler,  new  to  me  ;  but  my  devotion  and  zeal  for  his  fer- 
41  vice  fhall  not  be  exceeded  by  any  of  his  fubje&s :  and  I  alfo  avow,  that  I  have  proud- 
"  ly  relied  on  the  public  approbation,  of  which  wicked  men  have  endeavoured  to  de- 
44  fpoil  me  ;  but,  in  fpite  of  their  efforts,  truth  and  juftice  will  prevail." 

In  the  third  part  of  this  publication,  M.  Neckar  expreffes  very  ftrongty  his  regret, 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  introduction  of  reform,  and 
the  promotion  of  economy,  had  not  been  productive  of  all  thofe  beneficial  effects  to  the 
people,  which  they  might  have  received  from  them,  if  peace  had  been  continued.  Had 
no  war  broken  out,  many  of  the  burthens  might  have  been  lightened,  their  taxes  might 
have  been  reduced,  the  national  debt  lefTened,  canals  opened,  trade  promoted  and  extend- 
ed, new  and  ufeful  eflablifhments  founded  in  the  kingdom,  and  various  bleflings  commu- 
nicated to  the  nstion.  On  this  fubject,  M.  Neckar  expreffed  himfelf  with  the  wifdom  of 
a  ftatefman,  and  exhibited  the  benevolent  and  enlarged  views  of  a  real  patriot,  who  had 
the  good  of  his  country  at  heart. 

Towards  the  end  of  June  the  fleet  of  France,  confiding  of  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
■under  the  command  of  the  count  de  Guichen,  failed  from  Brefl,  and  effected  a  junction 
with  the  Spaniards  at  Cadiz.  The  united  fquadrons,  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  fifty 
fhips  of  the  line,  fleered  fouth-eafi: ;  and  detached  two  large  fhips,  with  feVeral  frigates, 
to  efcort  the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces,  to  Minorca,  the  in- 
vafion  of  which  ifland  had  been  determined  on  by  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid. 
After  performing  this  fervice,  the  combined  fleets  directed  their  courfe  towards  the  Kng- 
lifh  channel.  Admiral  Darby,  who  had  but  twenty-three  fhips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  retired  at  their  approach;  but  the  elements  warred  in  favour  of  the  Englifli ; 
a  violent  tempeft  difperfed  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  compelled  them  to  feek  for 
ihelter  in  their  refpective  ports. 

But  the  principal  efforts  of  the  combined  powers  were  directed  againfl  the  Britifh  pof- 
ieflions  in  America  and  the  Well- Indies.     At  the  latter  end  of  March,  monfieurde 

H  2  Graffe 
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Grafl'c  failed,  with  twenty  ftiips  of  the  line,  one  of  fifty-four  guns,  and  feveral  frigates, 
vvkh  fix  thoufand  land  forces,  from  Brefl  for  Martinico.  OfF  Fort  Royal  he  defcried  the 
Briti/h  fleet,  confiding  of  feventecn  fail  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Hood.  The  convoy  with  which  de  GrafTe  was  encumbered  compelled  him  at  firft  to 
prepare  for  action  with  caution ;  but  four  fhips  of  the  line  having  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
the  Britifh  admiral,  and  joined  the  French  from  Fort  Royal,  he  now  determined  to  avail 
himfelf  of  this  decided  fuperiority,  and  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Englifh  had  been  alfo  reinforced  by  a  fhip  of  feventy-four  guns ;  and  theircom- 
mander  difplayed  admirable  fkill  in  his  manoeuvres  ;  yet  the  advantages  of  the  French 
were  numerous  and  evident,  and  an  action  of  three  hours,  fought  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  April,  was  only  terminated  by  the  approach  of  night.  On  the  return  of  day, 
M.  de  GrafTe  would  have  renewed  the  engagement,  but  the  Engliih  bore  away  to  Anti- 
gua, to  repair  the  damages  they  had  fuftained  in  the  unequal  conflict;  while  the  French- 
directed  their  operations  to  the  reduction  of  the  Britifh  fettlements. 

The  lofs  of  Saint  Lucia  fiill  continued  a  fubject  of  extreme  regret  to  the  French,  who 
once  more  refolved  to  attempt  its  recovery  ;  for  this  purpofe,  the  marquis  de  Bouille, 
whofe  entcrprifing  fpkit  had  already  been  repeatedly  difplayed,  with  the  vifcount  Damas, 
and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  landed  on  the  ifland,  during  the  abfenceof  a  great  part 
of  the  Engliih  garrifon,  which  had  been  drafted  away  for  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  fet- 
tlement  of  Saint  Euftatius.  They  immediately  occupied  the  town  of  Grofs  Iflet,  and 
fummoned  brigadier-general  Saint  Leger,  the  commanding  officer,  to  furrender;  but  the 
marquis,  being  foon  convinced  that  the  ftrength  of  the  Englifh  was  far  fuperior  to  what 
the  natives,  impatient  to  return  under  the  French  government,  had  taught  him  to  believe, 
abandoned  the  project ;  and,  having  fuddenly  re-embarked  his  troops  in  the  night,  fleer- 
ed his  courfe  towards  Tobago* 

Agninfl  that  ifland  he  had  previoufly  detached  a  fmall  fquadron,  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops,  under  the  conduct  of  monfieur  de  Blanchelande,  late  governor  of  Saint 
Vincent's.  The  fmall  garrifon  of  Tobago,  amounting  to  little  more  than  four  hundred 
men,  gradually  retired  before  the  invaders  to  Concordia,  a  high  ground,  naturally  flrong, 
and  which  commands  a  view  of  both  fides  of  the  ifland.  They  were  there  inverted  by 
monfieur  de  Blanchelande ;  and  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  foon  after,  arriving  with  the 
French  fleet,  afluraed  the  fupreme  command. 

Though  that  nobleman  was  pofiefled  of  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  the  number  of  his 
troops,  yet  the  refiftance  of  the  garrifon  of  Tobago  was  long  and  obftinate  :  during  fix 
days,  they  maintained  themfelves,  with  undaunted  courage,  in  the  poft  of  Concordia; 
and  when  the  French  had  occupied  the  adjacent  hills,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  com- 
manded the  pofr,  the  Englifh  on  a  fudden  quitted  it,  and  retreated  to  another  flation,  al- 
;noft  equally  flrong,  and  at  a  confiderable  diftance* 

But 
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But  thefe  efforts,  though  they  protracted,  could  not  avert,  the  final  fubmiflion  of  the 
ifland  ;  the  ardour  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille  was  encreafed  by  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
■encounter:  under  a  burning  fun,  he,  in  perfon,  conducted  his  troops  through  the  mofl 
intricate  paffages  of  the  ifland  ;  to  unite  terror  to  force  he  reduced  two  of  the  neighbour- 
ing plantations  to  afb.es ;  and  the  inhabitants,  hopelefs  of  fuccour,  at  length  confented 
to  furrender.  The  marquis,  neither  elated  by  fuccefs,  nor  provoked  by  the  obftacles 
their  perfeverance  had  prefented,  fet  an  example  of  generofity  to  all  other  commanders, 
in  a  fimilar  fituation,  and  granted  to  the  vanquifhed  the  fame  favourable  conditions  as 
had  been  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dominica. 

Tobago  had  no  fooner  fubmitted  to  the  dominion  of  France,  than  the  Britifh  fleer, 
under  admiral  Rodney,  appeared  in  fight.  M.  de  Grafle  immediately  got  under  fail,  and 
offered  the  enemy  battle  ;  but  the  Englifh,  foiled  in  their  efforts  to  prevent  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  ifland,  declined  the  encounter;  and  the  French  admiral  re-convcyed  the  mar- 
quis de  Bouille  to  Martinico,  touched  at  the  Havannah  to  receive  a  fupply  of  money,  and, 
with  twenty-eight  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  directed  his  courfe  towards  Ame- 
rica, and  anchored  in  the  Chefapeak  the  laft  day  in  Auguft. 

General  Arnold,  who  had  lately  forfaken  the  American  caufe  and  Joined  the  Britifiv 
troops,  had  been  detached  from  New  York,  with  a  felect  body  of  forces,  to  make  an  ir- 
ruption into  the  province  of  Virginia,  the  extenfive  plantations  of  which  had  largely 
contributed  to  furnifh  the  refources  of  congrefs.  The  French,  who  were  flationed  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  deemed  this  a  proper  opportunity  for  atoning  for  their  pafl  inactivity,  and 
for  rendering  an  efferttial  fervice  to  their  allies,  by  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  Arnold  and 
his  party  from  the  Chefapeak.  To  reconnoitre  that  bay  a  fhip  of  the  line  and  fome  fri- 
gates were  difpatched,  which  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Romulus,  a  Britifh  man  of 
war,  of  forty-four  guns ;  and  foon  after  count  Rochambeau  failed  with  the  land  forces- 
from  Rhode  Ifland,  under  convoy  of  monfieur  Ternay's  fleet. 

Off  Cape  Henry,  the  French  admiral  was  furprized  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of: 
the  Britifh  fquadron  under  admiral  Graves  ;  an  action  immediately  enfued,  which,  though 
partial  and  indecifive,  fo  far  difabled  the  French  (hips  as  to  render  their  return  to  Rhode 
Ifland  a  matter  of  neceflity,  by  which  means  the  project  of  giving  afliftance  to  the  Ame- 
ricans was  wholly  difconcerted,  and  an  opportunity,  afforded  to  the  Englifh  to  complete,, 
•with  impunity,  the.  devaluation  of  Virginia. 

To  that  county  the  attention  of  Lord  Cornwallisv  who  could  no  longer  fubfift  in  the 
axhaufled  province  of  Carolina,  was  alfo  directed;  having  traverfed  a  hoftile  country  of 
above  three  hundred  miles,  he  arrived  at  Peterfburgh  fome  few  days  after  general  Philips 
had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  heat  of  the  climate.  He  immediately  affumed  the  chief  com- 
mand, and  was  enabled,  by  a. reinforcement  of  two  thoufand. men  from  New  York,  to 

difpiiy* 
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diCplay  that  active  vigour  which  forms  the  prominent  feature  of  his  chara&er.  He  pene- 
trated as  far  as  Williamfburgh,  the  capital  of  Virginia ;  defeated,  on  his  retreat,  a  confi- 
derable  corps  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  fent  to  difpute  his  paflage  of  James  River ; 
and  eftablifhed  his  place  at  arms  at  York  town,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  that 
name,  which,  being  navigable  for  /hips  of  great  fize  and  burthen,  enabled  him  to  receive 
any  fuccouis  or  fupportby  fea. 

This  poft  Lord  Cornwallis  applied  himfelf,  with  great  diligence,  to  fortify,  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  effectually  fecure  him  from  all  hotlile  attempts  ;  but,  unhappily,  he  was 
deftined  to  find  ruin  where  he  looked  for  protection.  By  a  rapid  fucceflion  of  the  mod 
judicious  movements,  Wafliington  had  contrived  to  deceive  his  antagonift  Clinton; 
while  count  Rochambeau  patted  over  from  Rhode  lfland,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the 
American  army,  menaced  New  York  with  an  immediate  attack.  That  poft,  with  its  de- 
pendencies, was  kept  in  a  ftate  of  continual  alarm  for  above  fix.  weeks  ;  when  the  com- 
bined army  rapidly  traverfed  the  Jerfeys,  crofled  the  Delaware,  pafled  through  Phila- 
delphia, and  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  river  Elk,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Chefapeak. 

On  the  fame  day  monfieur  de  Grafle,  with  his  fleet  from  the  Weft  Indies,  arrived  alfo 
in  the  bay,  where,  after  blocking  up  York  River,  he  inftantly  applied  himfelf  to  fecure 
the  River  James,  which  he  occupied  with  his  armed  veflels  and  his  cruifers,  to  a  confi- 
derable  di  fiance.  By  this  manoeuvre,  he  not  only  precluded  the  poflibility  of  a  retreat  to 
the  Carolinas,  but  alfo  enabled  himfelf  to  convey,  in  fecurity,  the  marquis  de  Saint 
Simon,  with  three  thoufand  three  hundred  land  forces  from  the  Weft  Indies,  eighteen 
leagues  up  that  river,  where  he  effected  a  junction  with  la  Fayette,  who  had  been  pre- 
yioufly  reinforced  by  general  Wayne,  and  the  fuccours  from  Penfylvania. 

The  French  fleet  confified  of  twenty-four  flripsof  the  line,  whilft  that  of  the  enemy, 
which  now  approached,  under  the  command  of  the  admirals  Graves  and  Hood,  did  not 
exceed  nineteen ;  but  the  chief  object  of  M.  de  Grafle  was  the  capture  of  lord  Corn- 
wall's army  ;  Ire  expected,  moreover,  every  hour  to  be  joined  by  the  fquadron  from 
Rhode  lfland,  commanded,  fince  the  death  of  M.  Ternay,  by  rnonfieur  de  Barras,  who, 
he  knew,  had  lately  failed  with  feveral  tranfports,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  for. the  fiege  of 
New  "Vork  ;  and  fifteen  hundred  of  his  own  feamen  were  ftill  employed  in  tranfporting 
the  French  troops  up  James  River.  Under  thefe  circumfbnees  he  prudently  determined 
to  act  with  caution,  and  rather  to  avoid  defeat  than  to  feek  for  conqueft  ;  accordingly, 
though  he  flood  out  to  fea,  and  engaged  the  Englifh  fleet,  he  was  fatisfied  with  main- 
taining the  honour  of  the  French  flag;  and,  without  attempting  to  improve  his  .advan- 
tage, he  retired  to  his  former  ftation  in  Chefapeak  Bay,  where  he  was,  foon  after, 
.iirengthexied  by  the  .arrival  of  monfieur  de  Barras. 

'Lord 
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Lord  Cornwallis,  who,  with  feven  thoufand  felect  troops,  ftill  occupied  York  Town, 
was  now  clofely  inverted  by  the  united  forces  of  France  and  America.  The  count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  an  equal  number  of  French,  extended 
from  a  river  above  the  town,  to  a  morafs  in  the  center,  where  they  were  met  by  the  Ame- 
ricans under  Wafhington,  who  occupied  the  oppofite  fide  from  the  river  to  that  fpch 
M.  de  Graffe  was  entirely  mafter  of  Chefapeak  Bay  ;  and  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  with 
his  legion,  and  a  body  of  Virginia  militia  under  general  Wieden,  already  preffed  the 
Britifh  poft  at  Gloucefter  Point,  which  was  defended  by  colonel  Tarleton,  with  about  fix  : 
hundred  infantry  and  cavalry. 

The  commanders  of' the  allied  forces,  having  thus  furrounded  their  enemy  on  all-fides^  , 
began  to  prefs  their  attacks  with  a  degree  of  vivacity  that  precluded  every  hope  of  relief; 
the  works  of  the  Englifh  were  penetrated  by  an  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordinance ; 
their  defences  were  in  many  places  ruined,  and  moft  of  their  guns  were  filenced.  Two 
redoubts,  which  ftill  incommoded  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  army,  were  attacked-  and  car- 
ried during  the  night;  and  the  fate  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  from  that  moment,  appeared 
unavoidable.  Some  damages,  occafioned  by  two  judicious  and  fpirited  fallies  made  by  the 
Englifh  commander,  were  fpeedily  repaired;  and  his  attempt  to  efcape  to  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river  was  fruftrated  by  the  tempeftuous  weather,  and  by  the .  vigilance  of  the 
French  fhips  of  war- 
Matters  were  now  brought  to  a  crifis  .*  ten  days  after  the  trenches-  were  firft  opened> 
every  preparation  was  made  for  a  final  affault ;  but  this  fcene  of  carnage  was  averted  by 
the  prudence  of  the  Britifh  commander,  who,  convinced  of  his  inability  to  refift  force  fo 
fuperior,  determined  not  wantonly  to  facrifice  the  lives  of  the-gallant  men  entrufted  to 
his  care  ;  he/accordingly,  opened  a  negociation,  by  which  the  troops  under  his  command 
fubmitted,  on  the  thirteenth  of  October,  to  become  pj  ifoners  of  war.  The  Guadaloupe 
frigate,  of  twenty-four  guns,  with  feveral  tranfports,  and  fifteen  hundred  feamen,  were* 
in  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  affigned  to  M.  de  GrafTe,  in  return  for  the  French  naval 
power  and  affiftance  ;  but  the  land  forces,  amounting  to  between  five  and  fix  thoufand 
men,  became  the  captives  of  the  Americans. 

This  decifive  achievement  mofteffentially  contributed  to  eftablifh  the  independence 
of  America.  The  French  officers  diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  much  by  their  humanity^ 
in  the  moment  of  vi&oryj  as  by  their  courage  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  and  lord  Cornr-  ■ 
wallis,  . in  his  official  difpatches,  bore  the  mod  honourable  teftimony  to  their  merit— 
**•  Their  delicate  fenfibility  of  our  fituation," — faid  the  Englifh  commander — «  their 
*'  generous  and  preffing  offers  of  money,  both  public  and  private,  to  any  amount,  has 
■•■  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  poffibly  defcribe  ;  and  will,  I  hope*  make  an  impreilion 
"  on  the  breaft  of  every  Britifh  officer,  whenever  the  fortune  of  war  fhouldput  any  of 
M  them  into  our  power," 

This 
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This  was  not  the  only  advantage  obtained  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  during  the  pre- 
Tent  campaign.  The  arms  of  Spain  were  fo  fuccefsful  in  America,  as  to  reduce  all  the 
Britifh  fettlementson  the  Miffifippi,  and  to  efttc-t  the  total  reduction  of  the  provinces  of 
Weft  Florida.  Pcnfacola  iurrendered  to  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvcz,  the  Spanifh  governor 
of  Louifiane,  on  the  ninth  of  May.  The  reduction  of  the  place  was  facilitated  by  a 
fhell  from  the  Spaniards,  which  accidentally  burft  by  the  door  of  the  magazine  of  an  ad- 
vanced redoubt,  fet  fire  to  the  powder  within,  and  reduced,  in  an  inftant,  the  body  of  the 
redoubt  to  a  heap  of  rubbifh.  By  the  explofion,  feventy-fix  foldiers  and  failors  loft  their 
Jives,  and  twenty-four  were  dangeroufly  wounded.  Even  after  this  unfortunate  difafter, 
the  garrifon  continued  to  defend  the  place  with  great  gallantry,  but  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  very  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Spanifh  commander  granted  them 
honourable  terms  of  capitulation,  and,  in  other  refpedls,  treated  his  vanquished  foes  with 
great  generofity  and  humanity. 

But  Gibraltar,  the  favourite  object  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  ftill  continued  to  deride 
her  attempts,  though  planned  with  prudence,  and  conducted  with  vigour.  On  the 
•twenty-feventh  of  November,  a  moft  fpirited  fally  was  made  by  the  Britifh  garrifon, 
with  a  view  to  ftorm  and  deftroy  the  whole  of  the  advanced  works  of  the  Spaniards, 
which,  after  immenfe  labour  and  expence,  were  arrived  at  the  higheft  ftate  of  perfection. 
The  detachment  which  was  appointed  for  this  enterprize  was  formed  in  three  columns, 
and  marched  from  the  garrifon  at  the  fetting  of  the  moon,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  columns  were  feverally  compofed  of  an  advanced  corps,  a  body  of 
pioneers,  artillery-men  carrying  combuftibles,  and  a  fuftaining  corps,  with  a  referve  at 
the  rear.  The  pioneers  of  the  left  column  were  feamen;  they  attacked  the  Spanifh 
works  with  fuch  irrefiftrbte  fury,  that  the  troops  who  were  appointed  to  defend  them 
gave  way  on  all  fides,  and  abandoned  their  ftupendous  works  with  great  preoipitation,  and 
in  the  utmoft  confternation.  The  pioneers  and  artillery-men  exerted  themfelves  in  fo 
wonderful  a  manner,  and  fpread  their  fire  with  fuch  amazing  rapidity,  that,  in  half  an 
hour,  two  mortar-batteries  of  ten  thirteen-inch  mortars,  and  three  batteries  of  fix  guns 
each,  with  all  the  lines  of  approach,  communication,  and  traverfe,  were  in  flames,  and 
were  entirely  reduced  to  afhes.  The  mortars  and  cannon  were  fpiked,  and  their  beds,  car- 
riages, and  platforms  deftroyed.  The  aftonifhed  Spaniards,  feeing  all  oppofition  to  be 
fruitlefs,  offered  no  other  refiftanee  than  an  ill-directed  fire  of  round  and  grape  fhot 
from  the  forts  of  Saint  Barbara,  Saint  Philipe,  and  the  batteries  on  the  lines  ;  and  re- 
mnined  in  their  camp  fpedlators  of  the  conflagration.  The  whole  of  this  brave  detach- 
ment, which    had  fuftained  very  little  lofs,  was  in  the  fortrefs  again  by  five  o'clock,  juft 

■before  the  break  of  dav. 
•j 

Holland,  unprepared  abroad  and  difunited  at  home,  was  an  ally  that  claimed  the  more 
•immediate  attention  and  fupport  of  the  court  of  Verfailles  ;  the  Britifh  commanders  had 
eagerly  invaded  the  ifland  of  Saint  Euftatius,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  had  become  the 

.general 
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general  magazine  of  all  nations ;  but  the  conquerors  reaped  not  that  advantage  they  ex- 
pected from  the  general  confifcation  ;  feveral  of  the  veffels  richly  laden  with  fpoil  were 
intercepted  on  their  voyage  to  Europe,  and  even  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  coaft,  by  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  who  was  cruizing  off  the  Lizard  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line  and 
five  frigates.  And  before  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  ifland  itfelf  was  recovered  by  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  marquis  de  BouiIle\  who  fuddenly  landed  with  a  feledl  body  of  troops  from 
Martinico,  furprized  the  Englifh  commandant,  and  reftored  Saint  Euftatius  to  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Dutch  the  very  day  before  count  de  Grafle  eaft  anchor  at  Fort  Royal,  after 
his  decifive  triumph  on  the  coaft  of  America. 

But  it  was  in  the  eaft  that  the  republic  of  Holland  was  moft  open  to  attack ;  and  her 
exclufive  poffeffion  of  the  Spice  Iflands,  her  wealthy  and  populous  fettlement  of  Ba- 
tavia,  afforded  the  moft  fafcinating  allurements  to  her  enemies.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
war  France  had  the  mortification  to  learn  that  her  fettlements  throughout  Afia  had  been 
reduced  by  the  fuperior  power  of  the  Englifh  ;  fhe,  therefore,  readily  liftened  to  propo- 
sals which  tended  to  reftore  her  own  colonies,  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  to  fecure 
thofe  of  her  ally.  She  accordingly  figned  a  treaty  with  the  Republic,  by  which  her 
troops  were  to  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  the  Cage  of  Good  Hope,  a  port  on  the  African 
coaft,  particularly  commodious  for  refrefliments  on  the  long  voyage  to  India  ;  and  fhe 
ajfo  engaged  to  detach  an  armament  to  a£t  in  conjunction  with  the  Dutch  forces  in 
the  Eaft. 

In  order  to  fulfil  this  treaty,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  count  de  Grafle  failed  from 
Breft  to  the  Weft-Indies,  Monfieur  de  Suffrein,  with  five  fhips  of  the  line  and  a  confi- 
fiderable  body  of  land  forces,  was  fent  to  the  Eaft  Indies  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
On  his  arrival  at  Saint  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands — on  the  fixteenth'of  April- 
he  defcried  a  Britifh  fquadron,  of  nea.ly  equal  force,  at  anchor  within  the  harbour  ;  this 
had  failed  from  England,  under  the  conduct  of  commodore  Johnftone,  much  about  the 
fame  time  as  Suftiein  had  quitted  Brcft,  and  was  defigned  to  take  by  furprize  ;he  Dutch 
fettlements  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  impetuofity  of  Suffrein  prevailed  over 
his  refpedt,  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  he  made  no  fcruple  to  enter  a  neutral  har- 
bour as  an  enemy,  and  to  attack  the  Englifh.  But  though,  in  this  enterprize,  he  difplay- 
ed  the  moft  daring  fpirit  and  undaunted  refolution,  yet  all  the  efforts  of  courage  only 
ferved  to  expofe  his  (hips  to  the  deftrudlive  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  derived  from  his  Si- 
tuation advantages  that  neither  fkill  nor  courage  could  compenfate.  The  French  com- 
mander was  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  the  attack,  and,  after  touching  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  reinforcing  that  fettlement  with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  fe- 
cure it  from  infult,  he  fleered  to  the  ifland  of  Mauritius,  to  join  the  count  d'Orves, 
who,  after  the  lofs  of  Pondichcrry,  had  affembled  at  that  place  the  fcattered  remnant  of 
the  French  forces. 

I  But 


66  REIGN    OF  C1/^1' 

But  while  France  rather  hoped  than  expected  to  eftablifh  her  ancient  power  and  in- 
fluence on  the  coaft  of  Coromandelj  her  ambitious  views  were  feconded  hy  a  new  and 
formidable  enemy  to  Great  Britain,  who  fuddenly  burfting  through  the  unguarded  affes, 
deluged  witli  his  troops  the  fettlements  of  the  Englifh.  This  daring  invader  was 
Hyder  Ally,  regent  of  the  kingdom  of  Myfore,  whofe  fuccefsful  ambition  had  raifed  him 
from  the  humble  fituation  of  a  foldier  of  fortune  to  the  command  of  a  valuable,  well- 
regulated,  and  extenfive  country;  and  who  had  eftablifhed  fuch  a  military  force  as  India 
had  never  beheld,  and  was,  indeed,  thought  incapable  of  producing.  He  had,  more  than 
once,  difputed  the  honour  of  victory  with  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  company  ;  and,  though 
frequently  defeated,  he  ftill  appeared  formidable,  and  had  even  menaced,  with  his  martial 
fquadrons,  the  capital  of  the  victors,  who  were  confounded  by  the  rapid  evolutions  of  a 
cavalry  that  precluded  all  flight,  and  derided  all  purfuit. 

The  Englifh  had  excited  the  refentment  of  this  Eaftern  chieftain  by  the  reduction  of 
Mahe,  a  fettlement  eftablifhed  within  his  dominions,  but  belonging  to  the  French.  En- 
couraged by  the  neglect  of  the  government  of  Madras,  he  penetrated  through  the 
Gauts — narrow  paffes  in  the  mountains,  which  feparate  his  territories  from  thofe  of  the 
Englifh — and,  with  incredible  celerity,  extended  his  fanguinary  depredations  over  the  face 
of  the  Carnatic.  A  confiderable  detachment,  the  flower  of  the  Englifh  army,  was 
overwhelmed,  after  a  gallant  refiftance,  by  the  irrefiftible  weight  of  his  cavalry.  The 
Englifh  general  Munro,  who  commanded  the  principal  army  belonging  to  the  fettlement 
of  Madras,  was  compelled  to  retreat  before  his  fuccefsful  arms:  Madras  even  trembled 
for  her  fafety  ;  and  the  progrefs  of  the  victor  was  only  checked  by  the  arrivaj  of  general 
Coote,  with  a  large  reinforcement  from  the  province  of  Bengal.  On  the  firft  of  July 
that  gallant  officer  brought  Hyder  to  a  general  action  between  Porto  Novo  and  Mootea- 
pollam:  when,  after  an  obftinate  conflict,  the  latter  fuftained  a  total  defeat ;  his  nume- 
rous cavalry,  however,  was  ftill  fpread  over  the  fertile  fields  of  the  Carnatic,  and  ex- 
tended on  every  fide  the  terror  of  his  name. 

It  was  at  this  critical  juncture,  that  the  Englifh  firft  received  the  intelligence  of  a  rup- 
ture with  the  United  States  of  Holland,  and  they  difplayed  no  fmall  degree  of  vigour  in 
attacking  the  fettlements  of  the  Dutch  before  they  could  co-operate  with  or  receive  af- 
fiflance  from  Hyder.  In  Bengal,  Chinfura;  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  Negapatnam  ; 
and  Trincomale,  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  were  furprized  or  reduced  by  the  Englifh; 
and  Holland  beheld,  with  terror,  that  ftorm  which  threatened  her  fettlements  in  Sumatra, 
Java,  and  the  Moluccas. 

Though  the  French  hr.d  great  reafon  to  be  contented  with  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign, the  fatisfadtion   they  derived  from  thence  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the 
difpleafure  they  experienced  on   the  difmiflal  of  a  minifter  in  whom  they  placed  the  raoft 
unbounded  confidence.     Monfieur  Neckar,  by  his  management  6f  the  finances,  had  ac- 
quired 
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quired  the  efteem  and  applaufe  of  the  nation  ;  but  the  aufterity  of  his  temper  had  excited 
difguft  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  their  fovereign.  By  them, 
the  repeated  reforms  he  had  recommended  were  reprefented  as  inconfiftcnt  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown  ;  and  he  was  at  length  difmiffed  from  his  office  of  director-general  ot 
the  finances,  which  was  conferred  on  monfieur  Joli  de  Fleuri,  counfellor  of  flate. 

The  memorable  occurrences  of  this  year  Were  clofcd  by  the  birth  of  the  dauphin,  an 
event  which  caufed  the  greateft  rejoicings  throughout  the  kingdom;  the  young  prince  was 
baptized  by  the  cardinal  de  Rohan  ;  the  count  de  Provence  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth 
reprefented,  as  fponfors,  the  emperor  of  Germany  and  the  princefs  of  Piedmont,  and  be- 
llowed on  their  royal  nephew  the  names  of  Lewis,  Jofeph,  Xavier,  and  Francis. 

A.  D.  1782.]  The  fiege  of  Minorca,  which  had  been  undertaken  in  the  laft  cam- 
paign, was  terminated  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  by  the  furrender  of  Saint  Phi- 
lip's;  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war;  and  their  commander,  general  Murray, 
acknowledged,  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms,  the  humane  treatment  they  experiened  from 
the  victorious  leaders,  the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  the  baron  de  Falkenhayen. 

The  capture  of  the  army  under  lord  Cornwallis  had  fo  far  encreafed  the  independence 
of  America,  that  the  fubfequcnt  operations  in  that  quarter  were  confined  to  fome  faint 
ftruggles  made  by  the  Englifh  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  France  was,  therefore,  at 
leifure  to  direct  her  attention  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies;  and  monfieur  de  Graffe  from 
the  Chefapeak  had  fteered  his  courfe  toMartinico  ;  his  naval  force,  when  collected,  con- 
fifted  of  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  ;  but  he  had  already  detached  four,  to  convoy  from  Saint 
Domingo  the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Europe.  The  court  of  Verfailles,  to  fupply 
this  deficiency,  had  fitted  out  at  Breft  nine  fhips  of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  the 
marquis  de  Vaudreuil  ;  thefe  were  accompanied  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  tranfports,  def- 
tined  for  the  fervice  of  the  French  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  ;  and  they  were  ef- 
corted  by  the  count  de  Guichen,  who  failed,  at  the  fame  time,  with  ten  fhips  of  the  line, 
to  join  the  grand  fleet  of  Spain  at  Cadiz.  On  their  paffage  they  were  met  by  the  Eng- 
lifh fleet  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line, under  admiral  Kempenfelt :  the  admirable  manoeuvres 
of  that  officer  were  feconded  by  the  favourable  ftate  of  the  wind  ;  and  the  count  de 
Guichen  had  the  mortification  to  behold  his  convoy  dilperfed,  and  fourteen  of  them, 
laden  with  artillery  and  ordnance  ftores,  and  having  on  board  one  thou  find  and  fixty-two 
foldiers,  and  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  feamen,  taken  by  an  inferior  force.  He  himfelf 
continued  his  courfe  to  Cadiz;  while  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  having  detached  part  of  his 
fquadron  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  the  reft  joined  M.  de  Graffe  at  Martinico. 

That  active  commander  immediately  prepared  to  profit  by  the  decifive  fuperiority  given 
him  by  this  reinforcement  over  the  Englifh  fquadron  in  thofe  feas.  In  conjunction  with 
the  marquis  de  Bouille,  who  had  already  reduced  the  ifland  of  Saint  Nevis,  he  planned 
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the  attack  of  Saint  Chriflopher's,  one  of  the  moft  confiderablc  of  the  Weft  India  iflands 
that  yet  remained  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Great  Britain.  The  marquis  landed  with  eight 
thoufand  men  and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  while  the  count  de  GrafTe  occupied 
with  his  fleet  Bafleterre  Road,  and  feemed  to  preclude  all  hopes  of  relief.  General  Fra- 
zer,  the  Englifh  commander,  immediately  retired  to  Brimftone-Hill,  a  ftrong  port,  which 
he  exprefTed  his  determination  of  defending  to  the  laft  extremity.  But  the  operations  of 
the  French  were  foon  interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  a  Britifh  fquadron  of  twenty-two 
fhips  of  the  line,  condudted  by  admiral  Hood,  an  officer  of  approved  fkill  and  courage. 
The  count  de  GrafTe,  whofe  naval  force  confifted  of  twenty-nine  large  (hips,  immediate- 
ly quitted  his  ftation  to  encounter  his  daring  adverfary.  The  adtion  was  partial  and  inde- 
cifive;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  the  Englifh  admiral,  by  a  fudden  change  of  difpofition, 
deceived  his  antagonift,  eluded  his  attack,  and  prefling  towards  the  ifland,  gained  the 
very  anchorage  in  Bafleterre  Road  that  the  French  fleet  had  quitted. 

Though  the  count  de  GrafTe  could  not  refufe  his  admiration  to  the  fuperior  dexterity 
of  Tiis  adverfary,  he  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  leave  him  in  quiet  pofTeflion  of  his  ad- 
vantage. The  next  morning  he  attacked,  with  his  whole  force,  the  Englifh  fquadron 
from  van  to  rear;  but  thefe  fuftained  with  a  fleady  fire  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
French  ;  and  though  the  count,  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  renewed  the  attempt,  the 
damage  which  his  fhips  had  fuflaincd  compelled  him  relu&antly  to  defift. 

The  marquis  de  Bouille  watched,  with  extreme  anxiety,  the  operations  of  the  rival 
fleets,  on  the  refult  of  which  his  own  fate  feemed  fo  materially  to  depend  ;  but,  undif- 
mayed  by  the  check  which  M.  de  GrafTe  had  experienced,  he  continued  to  prefs  his  at- 
tacks with  additional  ardour.  Brimftone-Hill  was  clofely  inverted'  on  every  fide,  and 
while  he  confided  the  blockade  of  that  important  poft  to  the  marquis  de  Saint  Simon, 
he  himfelf  marched,  with  four  thoufand  troops,  to  encounter  a  detachment  that  ha<J  been 
landed  from  the  Britifh  fhips.  Although  the  number  of  thefe,  amounting  only  to  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  was  by  no  means  formidable,  yet  their  fituation  rendered  an 
attack  imprudent ;  and  the  marquis  contented  himfelf  with  a  vigilant  obfervance  of  their 
motions,  which,  debarring  them  of  all  hopes  of  either  effe&ing  a  junction  with,  or  af- 
fording fuccour  to  their  countrymen,  induced  them  to  reimbark.  In  the  mean  time^ 
every  moment  was  afliduoufly  employed  in  the  annoyance  of  the  Englifh  intrenched  at . 
Brimftone-Hill;  the  marquis  de  Bouille  again  refumed  the  command  of  the  befiegers  ;., 
and  the  inceflant  fire  of  his  artillery  reduced  the  works  and  buildings  to  a  heap  of  ruins,. 
In  this  fituation,  the  enemy  confented  to  furrender  a  place  that  was  no  longer  tenable ; 
and  the  humanity  of  the  marquis  granted  the  fame  favourable  terms  of  capitulation  as 
had  been  accorded  to  the  garrifons  and  inhabitants  of  the  other  iflands  which  the  French 
arms  had  reduced. 
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As  foon  as  the  Englifh  admiral  was  informed  of  the  fate  of  Saint  Chriftopher's,  he 
determined  to  abandon  a  fituation  which  was  no  longer  either  ufeful  or  fecure  ;  and  this 
refolution  he  executed  with  a  fecrecy  and  celerity  that  prevented  all  danger  from  the  fu- 
perior  force  of  the  count  de  GrafTe.  He  cut  his  cables  during  the  night,  and,  failing 
from  BafTeterre  Road,  fleered  his  courfe  towards  Barbadoes,  in  the  hope  of  joining  a  con- 
fiderable  fquadron  that  was  hourly  expected  from  England  ;  while  the  count  de  GrafTe 
and  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  after  reducing  the  fmall  ifland  of  Montferrat,  returned  to 
Martinico. 

In  that  road  one  hundred  and  fifty  tranfports,  with  a  large  quantity  of  artillery,  and 
a  confiderable  body  of  land-forces,  had  been  aflemhled  for  the  purpofe  of  accomplifhing 
a  fcheme  which  had  for  its  object  the  total  extinction  of  the  Britifh  power  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  count  de  GrafTe,  whofe  fleet  already  amounted  to  thirty  fix  fail  of  the. 
line,  was  to  have  been  joined  by  a  ftrong  Spanifh  fquadron  from  the  Havannah  ;  and 
the  united  force  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  to  have  been  directed  againft  Jamaica,  the 
moft  flourifhing  fettlement  belonging  to  the  Englifh  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 

In  puifuance  of  this  defign,  the  count  quitted  Fort  Royal  Bay,  about  the  beginning 
of  April,  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  his  deftination  ;  but  he  had  fcarce  loft  fight  of  the 
ifland  of  Martinico,  before  hedefcried  the  Britifh  fleet,  commanded  by  admiral  Rodney, 
and,  by  late  reinforcements  from  Europe,  encreafed  to  thirty-fix  fail  of  the  line.  He 
immediately  hoifted  the  fignal  for  battle,  and  fuftained,  with  great  intrepidity,  the  attack 
of  the  enemy  ;  but,  intent  on  the  grand  object  of  his  court,  he  wifely  availed  himfelf  of. 
a  favourable  wind,  and  bore  away  towards  Guadaloupe. 

But  fortune,  which  had  hitherto  fmiled  on  all  the  enterpr.izes  of  France,  now  deigned 
to  caft  a  propitious  look  on  her  adverfary.  The  Zele,  a  feventy^four  gun  fhip,  had  fuf« 
taihed  confiderable  damage  in  the  late  action  ;  and  though  the  count  de  GrafTe  had  gained  • 
a  confiderable  ftart  of  admiral  Rodney,  he  was  now  reduced  to  the  unpleafant  alternative 
of  facrificing  the  fhattered  vefTtl,  which  was  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  fleet,  or  of 
hazarding  the  fuccefs  of  his  expedition  by  a  fecond  engagement. 

The  road  which  prudence- pointed  out  was  too  plain  to  be  miftaken,  but  a  high,  though, 
on  this  occafion,  a  mljlaken,  fenfe  of  honour,  impelled  him  to  reject  her  dictates,  and  he 
determined  rather  to  rifk.  the  failure. of  the.  important  expedition  with  which  he  was  en- 
trufted,'  than  quietly  to  fufFer  the  lofs  of.  a  fingle  (hip :  he,  therefore,  bore  down  to  the 
fuccour  of  the  Zeje,  and  refcued  her  from  fome  fhips  of  the  enemy  who  were  on  the 
point  of  attacking  her.  The  approach  ,of  night  prevented  an  immediate  action  ;  but  in 
the  morning  of  the  twelfth  of  April  the  French  admiral  found  that  the  Englifh  had 
gained  the  wind  of  him,  and  that  he  muft  ftake  the  fortune  of  France  on  a  decifive  en- 
gagement. 

Tha 
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The  battle  began  afc feven  in  the  morning,  and  laud,  with  unremitting  fury,  till  half  paft 
fix  in  the  evening,  when  the  letting  fun  put  an  end  to  theconteft.     The  French  fuftain- 
ed  a  total  defeat;   the  Ville  de  Paris  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  commanded  by  count 
de  Graffe  himfelf,  the  Gloricux,  the  Heftcr,   and  the  Casfar  of    feventy-four,  with   the 
Ardent  of  lixty,  were  compelled  to  ftrike  their  colours  to  the  Brit'ifo  flag  :  the  Caefar  foon 
after  caught  fire  and   blew  up;    while  the   marquis   de  Vaudreuil   coDeded  part  of  the 
fcattered^fleet,  and,  with  nineteen  fail  of  the  line,  efreded  his  efcape  to  Martinico  ;  the 
reft,  fhattered  and  ditperfed,  endeavoured  to  reach  the  ncareft  ports,  and  elude  the  purfuit 
of  the  viaors.     The  number  of  men  loft  on  this  occafion  has  never  been  ascertained,  as 
the   political  caution  of  France  in  concealing  the  extent  of  her  difafters  precludes  the 
poffibility  of  inveftigating  fimilar  fads.     The  fliips  that  were  taken  had  on  board,  at  the 
commencement   of  the  aftion,   four  thoufand  ("even   hundred    and  fifty  men,  including 
troops;  and,  by  their  capture,  the  Englifh'  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  make  themfelves  maf- 
tersof  the  battering  cannon,  travelling  carriages,  and  train  of  artillery,  which  had  been 
deftined   for  the    reduftion   of  Jamaica,    but   which  were  now  devoted  to  the  purpofe  of 
encreafing  the  ftrength  of  that  valuable  fettlement.     But  as  the  aftion  was  fo  defperate 
and  decifive,  the  French  had  rather  reafon  to  congratulate,  themfelves  on  the  efcape  of 
fo  many  fhips,  than  to  deplore  the  magnitude  of  their  lofs,  great  as  it  undoubtedly  was. 
As  the  fhips  in  the  rear  divifion   of  the  Englifh,   under  admiral  Hood,    had  fuftained, 
comparatively,  but  little  damage  in  the   aaion.it   feems  probable  that,   if  they  had  been 
furfered  to  purfue  the  flying   fquadron  of  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  the  viaory  might  have  been 
much   more  complete.     But,  in   naval  aaions,   fo  much   depends  upon  circumftances 
which  none  but  profeffional  men  are  competent  to  appreciate,  that  no  conjeaure  as  to 
the  condudt  of  a  commander  fhould  be  rafhly  hazarded. 

It  is  certain  that  the  count  de  Graffe  endeavoured  to  make  amends  for  his  want  of 
prudence  in  hazarding  an  engagement,  by  a  difplay  of  the  moft  intrepid  courage  during 
the  aaion  ;  though  wounded,  he  continued  to  defend  his  (hip  to  the  laft  extremity,  and, 
before  he  c'onfented  to  ftrike  his  flag,  the  Ville  de  Paris  refembled  a  wreck.  He  was  re- 
ceived on  board  the  Barfleur  with  thofe  marks  of  refpea  which  the  truly  brave  never  fail 
to  fhew  to  each  other  ;  after  remaining  a  fhort  time  at  Jamaica,  he  was  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  there  honoured  by  the  conflant  attention  of  the  royal  family  ;  while  the 
applaule  of  the  multitude,  who  admir-ed  the  perfonal  gallantry  of  their  enemy,  c©ntri- 
bnted  to  footh  th«  painful  recolleaion  of  defeat. 

The  misfortunes  of  France  ended  not  with  the  twelfth  of  April.      The  Catoand  the 

/./on,  two  men  of  war  of  fixty  four  guns  each,  with  the  Aimable  of  thirty-two,  and  the 

Gefts  of  eighteen,  were  taken  by  a  fquadron  under  admiral  Hood,  detached,  fo  late  as  the 

eighteenth  of  April,  from  the  main  Englifh  fleet.     Nor  were  the  French   more  fortunate, 

ope,  for,  in  that  month,  the  Pegafe,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  the  Aa.onnaire,  of 

fixty» 
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fixty-fonr,  which  had  failed  from  Brefl  for  the  Eafl  Indies,  with  ten  fhlps  of  thcir-con- 
voy,  were  captured  by  the  Englifh  off  Ufliant. 

The  marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  after  the  late  defeat,  fleered,  with  all  the  fhipshe  could  col- 
left,  from  Cape  Francois  to  America  ;  but  not  till  he  had  detached  monfieur  Peroufe,  in 
the  Sceptre,  of  feventy-four  guns,  with  two  large  frigates,  againft  the  remote  pofllffio*ns 
of  the  Englifh  Hudfon's  Bay  company.  As  the  marquis  was  unacquainted  with  the  3e- 
fencelefs  fcate  of  the  fettlements,  he  ad.led  three  hundred  foldiers,  with  fome  mortars  and 
cannon,  for  the  purpofe  of  befieging  any  place  that  might  offer  lefiftance. 

But  the  greateit,  and,  indeed,  the  only  difficulties  which  monfieur  Peroufe  was  def- 
tined  to  encounter,  were  thofe  which  attended  the  navigation  of  obfeure  flraits  and 
gulpbs,  among  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north  ;  and,  for  three  weeks,  from  the  moment 
that  they  paffed  the  iflands  of  Refolution,  which  mark  the  entrance  into  Hudfon's 
{traits,  they  were  inceffantly  expofed  to  the  mofl  imminent  danger.  Notwithstanding  the 
power  of  the  fun,  in  the  month  of  July,  the  fhips,  at  one  time,  were  lb  fait  locked  up 
in  the  ice,  that  the  feamen  walked  irom  one  to  the  other;  and,  even  after  they  had  ex- 
tricated themfelves,  things  appeared  fo  hopelefs,  that  monfieur  Peroufe  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  fending  back  his  own  fhip,  the  Sceptre,  with  one  of  the  frigates,  to  the 
Welt  Indies,  and  of  wintering  himfelf,  with  the  other  frigate  and  a  part  of  the  troops,  - 
in  the  bay.  So  fevere  a  trial  of  his  conftancy  was,  however,  prevented  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  fmal  1  opening  in  the  ice  two  days  afterwards.  Through  this  the  fhips  fo:ced- 
their  way  with  a  prefs  of  fail,  and  foon  after  difcovered,  to  their  no  fmall  joy,  the  Eng- 
glifh  colours  flying  from  a  fort  on  the  banks  of  Churchill  river. 

Some  compenfation  for  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  voyage  was  afforded  by  the  faci- 
lity, though  not  by  the  importance,  of  the  conqueft:  the  forts  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  com- 
pany were  wholly  unprovided  with  troops,  and  their  only  garrifon  confifted  of  a  motley 
crew  of  florekeepers,  clerks,  and  fervants,  who  furrendered  on  the  firft  appearance  of  an 
European  enemy.  Some  few  fought  fhelter  in  the  deep  and  impenetrable  woods  ;  and 
monfieur  Peroufe  having,  by  the  deftruclion  of  the  forts  and  merchandize,  completed 
the  objea  of  his  expedition,  had  yet  the  humane  precaution  to  preferve  one  of  the  maga- 
zines, in  which  he  depofited  provifions,  arms,  and  ammunition,  for  the  ufe  and  fubfifi- 
ence  of  the  fugitives  who  had  eluded  his  purfuit,  and  who,  during  the  long  and  approach- 
ing winter,  could  not  have  received  any  relief  from  England. 

While  France  rofe  fuperior  to  the  preflure  of  calamity,  and  difplayed,  in  every  quarter  \ 
of  the  globe,  that  adlive  fpirit  which  could  not  be  repreffed  by  defeat;    that  'left   im- 
petuous, but  more  patient,  courage  of  the  Spaniards  was  {till  exercifed  in  the  inceffant 
fiegc  of  Gibraltar.     The  duke  de  Crillon,  after  the  reduftion  of  Minorca,  was  entrufled 
with  the  conduct  of  this  more  arduous  enterprize;  and  the  count  d'Artois  and  tbe.duke 
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de   Bourbon,   refigned  the   eafe  and  luxury   of    Verfailles,   and  repaired   to  the  Spa- 
nish  camp. 

But  they  had  fcarce  arrived  before  they  had  the  mortification  of  beholding  the  princi- 
pal advanced  works  of  the  befiegers  deftroyed.  A  heavy  fire  of  carcaffes,  hot-fhot  and 
ihells,  from  the  batteries  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  September, 
ha*d  the  moft  dreadful  effect  on  the  batteries  and  works  of  the  Spaniards,  many  of  which 
fuftained  irreparable  damage.  The  enfuing  morn  the  Spaniards  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
retaliate  the  injury,  by  playing,  with  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  and  fixty  mortars, 
upon  the  garrifon  ;  but  the  impenetrable  rock  derided  their  efforts  ;  and  the  premature 
attempt  was  only  productive  of  inconvenience  to  theaffailants. 

Yet  the  court  of  Madrid,  though  often  baffled,  fti41  perfevered  ;  and  to  cut  off  the 
garrifon  of  Gibraltar  from  all  hopes  of  relief,  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain, 
confiding  of  forty-four  fhips  of  the  line,  were  directed  to  block  up  the  harbour.  This 
was  but  the  prelude  to  a  new  and  different  mode  of  attack,  which  had  been  planned  by 
the  chevalier  d'Arcon,  an  officer  of  diftinc"lion  in  the  fervice  of  France,  and  on  which 
the  moft  fanguine  expectations  were  founded.  Ten  fhips  of  different  fizes,  from  fix 
hundred  to  fourteen  hundred  tons  burthen,  were  converted  into  floating  batteries.  They 
were  fecured  by  every  art  which  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  devife,  and  provided  with 
every  offenfive  or  defenfive  material  that  experience  fuggefted,  or  the  wealth  of  Spain 
could  fopply.  Their  mafly  decks  were  furnifhed  with  one  hundred  and  forty-two  brafs 
guns,  each  of  them  carrying  balls  of  twenty-fix  pounds,  for  immediate  ufe,  and  feventy 
more,  for  the  purpofe  of  replacing  occafional  deficiences.  They  were  fupported  by  a 
fufficient  number  of  frigates;  and  three  hundred  large  boats  were  alfo  collected  for  the 
purpofe  of  conveying  the  troops  that  were  ready  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  confufion  of 
the  garrifon,  and  the  breaches  which  it  was  expected  the  .floating  batteries  muft  foon  oc- 
cafion.  But  the  defence  of  that  important  fortrefs  was  entrufted  to  an  officer,  whofe  vi- 
gilance, courage,  and  refolution  were  never  excelled;  and  who  united  the  fpirit  and  ac- 
tivity of  youth  with  the  caution  and  experience  of  age.  / 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September,  the  floating  batteries  being  fully  prepared,  and  the  wind 
favourable,  thofe  fatal  engines  of  deft  ruction  proceeded  to  take  their  ftations  oppofite  the 
New  and  Old  Moles,  and  the  encampment  at  Europa  Point,  thofe  under  the  command  of 
Don  Moreno  and  the  prince  of  Naffau  leading  the  van.:  and,  after  fuftaining  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  they  fucceeded  in  the  attempt  to  moor  themfelves  at 
the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  toifes  from  the  rock.  While  thefe  batteries  main- 
tained a  heavy  and  well- directed  fire  upon  the  garrifon,  the  Spanifh  lines  and  advanced 
batteries  on  fhore  fupported  them,  with  a  view  of  dividing  the  enemy's  attention. 

It 
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It  was  intended  that  feveral  divisions  of  gun  and  mortar  boats  fhould  proceed,  fo  as  to 
flank  the  garrifon  along  the  front,  and  to  direct  their  fire  to  fuch  particular  fpots  as 
might  feem  proper,  in  order  that  the  troops— efpecially  thofe  employed  on  the  batteries — 
might  receive  all  the  annoyance  poflible  ;  but  a  meafure,  fo  effential  to  the  fuccefs  of  tht 
fcheine,  could  not  pofiibly  be  carried  into  execution,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  and  the  confequent  fwell  of  the  fea.  Other  material  obftacles  alfo  occurred  to  de- 
feat the  intention  of  fending  (hips  to  make  a  diverfion  towards  Europa  Point.  Hence  all 
the  enemy's  batteries,  that  were  unexpofed  to  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards  from  the  land, 
were  employed,  uninterruptedly,  againit  the  floating  batteries,  into  which  (hells,  round 
and  grape  (hot,  and  red-hot  balls  were  inceflantly  poured. 

Though  this  dreadful  fire  was  returned  without  intermiflion,  the  continual  diicharge 
of  hot  balls  kept  up  by  the  enemy  was  fuch,  as  rendered  all  the  precautions  taken  in  the 
conftruction  of  the  floating  batteries  of  no  effect ;  for  the  balls,  by  lodging  in  their 
fides,  neceflarily  occafioned  the  fire  to  fpread  throughout  the  veffel.  But,  during  tht 
day,  the  flames  thus  enkindled,  were  fpeedily  extinguifhed  ;  as  night,  however,  approach- 
ed, and  the  fire  of  the  Engliih  by  no  means  relaxed,  all  the  floating  batteries,  with  the 
gun  and  mortar  boats,  became  unmanageable ;  and  thofe  commanded  by  Don  Moreno  and 
the  prince  of  Naffau,  began  to  burn  with  fuch  violence  as  rendered  their  prefervation 
impoflible. 

The  enemy's  fire,  having  now  no  oppofition,  was  attended  with  more  fatal  effects,  and  in 
a  few  hours  all  the  floating  batteries  were  in  flames,  while  the  gun-boats  of  the  Engliih, 
prevented  the  Spaniards  from  approaching  to  the  afliftance  of  their  countrymen  :  to 
avoid  the  rapid  progrefs  of  one  deftructive  element,  the  miferable  men  were  compelled 
to  confide  themfelves  to  another;  part  perifhed  by  the  fire;  part  were  overwhelmed 
by  the  fea;  and  the  fcanty  remnant  was  only  faved  by  the  Britifh  feamen,  who  dis- 
played their  humanity  in  rifking  their  own  lives  in  the  attempt  to  preferve  thofe  of  their 
enemies.     Every  one  of  the  floating  batteries  were  deftroyed. 

One  refource  (till  remained  for  the  accomplifliment  of  the  object  which  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  feemed  to  have  fo  much  at  heart;  and  the  befiegers,  thus  fatally  rep u lied  in 
every  aflault,  now  refolved  to  wait  with  patience  the  flow  but  certain  effects  or  famine. 
With  a  view  to  prevent  the  garrifon  from  receiving  any  fupplies,  the  combined  fleets  were 
directed  to  ft  retch  acrofs  the  bay  ;  but  even  this  difpofition  could  not  enfure  fuccefs ;  a 
violent  tern  pelt  that  arofe  fhattered  their  (hips,  and  drove  on  (ho  re  the  Triumphant,  a 
Spanifh  man  of  war  of  feventy-four  guns  ;  and  the  Engliih  fleet  of  thirty-four  fail  of 
the  line,  with  a  confiderable  convoy,  entered  the  ftraits,  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
landed  the  troops  and  provifions  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  On  their  return  a  partial 
and  indecifive  action  took  place  off  the  (trait's  mouth  ;  but  the  Engliih  had  already  ef- 
fected the  object  of  their  expedition  ;  and  the  French  and  Spanifh  commanders  judged 
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it  not  prudent  to  prefs  nn  engagement  which,  if  adverfe,  might  be  attended  with  the  mofr. 
fatal  confequences,  and,  if  fuccefsful,  could  not  tend  to  the  immediate  reduction  of 
the   fortrefs. 

The  war,  meanwhile,  was  maintained  in  the  Eaft  with  increafe  of  ardour,  and  the  coafts 
of  Coromandel  were  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  contending  powers.  From  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hopemonfieur  SufFrein  had  proceeded,  with  favourable  winds,  to  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius,  where  he  refigned  the  command  to  his  fuperior  officer,  count  d'Orves  ;  and 
the  French  fleet,  encreafed  by  this  junction  to  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns,  befides  feveral  large  frigates,  failed  for  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  tranfports  and  flore  fhips,  with  a  confulerable  body  of  land  forces.  On  the 
voyage,  the  count  d'Orves,  whofe  zeal  for  the  fervice  had  rifen  fuperior  to  the  infirmities* 
of  an  impaired  conflitution,  expired,  and  the  fole  command  of  the  fleet  devolved  on 
monfieur  Sufi-rein,  whofe  fkill  and  courage  entitle  him  to  a  place  among  the  moft  dif- 
tinguifhed  naval  commanders  of  the  age. 

On  his  paflage  he  fell  in  with  the  Hannibal,  a  Britifh  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns, 
which,  after  a  gallant  but  fruitlefs  refiftance,  was  compelled  to  furrender,  and  fwelletl 
the  number  of  the  French  fquadron.  With  this  addition  to  his  ftrength  he  directed  his 
courfe  along  the  Coromandel  coafl:,  and  entered  Madras  roads,  in  the  hope  of  furprizing, 
according  to  the  intelligence  he  had  received,  the  Englifh  admiral,  Sir  Edward  Hughes, 
with  only  fix  fhips  of  the  line.  The  eafy  deftruction  of  this  force  he  confidered  himfelf 
capable  of  effecting;  the  lofs  of  the  numerous  tiading  fhips  and  tranfports  in  the  road 
muft  have  been  the  inevitable  confequence  of  fuch  a  difafter;  and  while  by  that  means 
terror  would  have  been  fpread  through  the  town  of  Madras,  the  French  forces,  joined 
by  Hyder  Ally's  numerous  army,  would  have  carried  on  their  attacks  againft  it  by  land; 
and  the  victorious  fquadron  would  have  aflailed  it  by  fea. 

But  this  flattering  illufion,  which  monfieur  SufFrein  had  fo  fondly  cherifhed,  was 
fpeedilv  difpelled,  and  his  hopes  of  finifhing  the  war  by  one  decifive  blow  foon  vanifhed  ; 
for,  to  his  utter  furprize,  he  found  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  had,  fome  few  days  before, 
been  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Europe.  Admiral  Hughes  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
been  apprized  of  the  approach  cf  SufFrein;  his  Crews  had  been  flrengthened  by  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  three  hundred  land  forces  from  Madras  ;  and  the  French  commander  now  be- 
held, inilead  of  the  defencelefs  fquadron  he  had  hoped  to  furprize,  nine  {hips  of  the  line,  . 
drawn  up  iu  proper  order,  and  ready  to  receive  him. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  monfieur  SufFrein  gave  up  his  intention  of  attacking  the 
enemy,  and  flood  out  to  fea,  with  the  intention  of  difembaiking  the  land  forces  deftined 
to  fnpport  Hyder  Ally.     The  Englifh,  who  penetrated  his  defign,   immediately  follow^- 
e<]  ;  in  the  courfe  of  the  purfuit  they  took  fix  tranfports,  one  of  which  had  three  hun- 
dred 
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dred  troops  on  board  ;  and  on  the  feventeenth  of  February,  the  two  fleets  came  fuffi- 
ciently  near  each  otber  to  engage;  the  action,  however,  was  but  partial,  for  the  wind 
was  fo  favourable  to  the  French  that  they  were  enabled  to  bring  eight  of  their  beft  fhips 
to  bear  upon  five  of  the  enemy's,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Englifh  fquadron  were 
prevented  from  fharingin  the  action.  This  unequal  conflict  was  maintained,  with  great 
tefolution,  for  feveral  hours  ;  night  only  parted  the  combatants  ;  the  Englifh  admiral  di- 
rected his  courfe  to  Trincamale,  while  monfieur  Suffrcin,  anxious  to  ftcure  the  retreat 
of  his  convoy,  flood  off  to  the  north-eaft. 

The  French  commander,  having  attained  this  important  object,  once  more  fet  fail  in 
fearch  of  the  enemy.  The  latter,  during  this  interval,  had  been  reinforced  from  Europe, 
by  two  men  of  war  of  feventy-four  guns  each  ;  but  this  formidable  acceflion  of  ftrength 
did  not  alter  the  refolution  of  SufFrein,  who  had  ftill  a  fuperiority  in  point  of  numbers. 
On  the  twelfth  of  April  he  attacked  the  Englifh  fleet  with  great  intrepidity  ;  leading 
the  attack  himfelf  in  the  Heros  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  continuing  to  engage  the  Eng- 
lifli admiral,  for  a  confiderable  time,  within  piftol-fhot.  The  damages  fuita'med  by  the 
Heros  induced  him  to  fhift  his  flag  into  the  Hannibal,  a  French  fhip  of  equal  force,  and. 
by  his  fupcrior  fire,  he  difabled  and  drove  out  of  the  line  the  Monmouth  of  fixty-four 
guns.  But  though  every  effort  was  made  to  board  that  fhip,  fhe  was  refcued  by  the  maf- 
terly  manoeuvres  .  nd  courageous  exertions  of  the  Englifli  ;  and  the  hoftile  fleets,  after  a 
bloody  conteft,  in  which  they  had  difplayed  equal  valour,  and  fuffered  equal  lofs,  fepa- 
rated  as  if  by  mutual  confent.  They  kept  fight,  however,  of  each  other  for  feveral  days 
following,  but  their  reciprocal  damages  fufpended  on  both  fides  all  idea  of  attack.  The 
Englifli  again  retired  to  Trincamale,  and  the  French  fquadron  proceeded  to  Batacalo,, 
a  Dutch  port  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  about  twenty  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of 
Trincamale. 

The  war  on  land  had  raged  with  equal  fury.  In  the  general  deft-ruction  of  the  French 
fettlements,  on  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  a  fmall  band  had  fled  for  fhelter  to  the 
dominions  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  had  ever  fince,  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Lally, 
given  vigour  to  the  operations  of  that  enterprifing  prince.  They  now,  in  conjunction 
with  Tippoo  Saib,  (the  fon  of  Hyder)  -who  inherited  the  daring  fpirit  of  his  father,  at- 
tacked, on  the  fixteenth  of  February,  a  Britifh  detachment  under  colonel  Braithwaite, 
that  had  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Colleroon,  for  the  protection  of  Tanjore  and  the 
adjacent  provinces.  This  fmall  but  feledt  corps  confifted  of  two  thoufand  veteran  in- 
fantry, with  thirteen  field-pieces,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry.  For  two  fuccef- 
five  days  they  repulfed,  with  undaunted  refolution,  the  reiterated  attacks  of  Hydev's 
cavalry,  though  amounting  to  the  formidable  number  of  twenty  thoufand  ;  but  on  the 
third  they  were  broken  by  the  charge  of  four  hundred  French,  who  advanced  with 
fcayonets  fixed,  and  were  led  on  by  monfieur  Lally  himfelf.     The  humanity  of  that  offi- 
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cer  was  no  lefs  confpicuous  than  his  courage  ;  he  not  only  iflued  orders  for  putting  an 
immediate  flop  to  the  carnage,  but  haftened  personally,  and  with  apparent  hazard,  to 
chaftife  and  reftrain  the  cruel  fury  of  the  black  cavalry,  five  of  whom  perifbed  by  his 
own  hand  in  the  generous  exertion.  He  alfo  prevailed  on  Tippoo  Saib  to  commit  the 
prifoneis  to  his  care,  and  endeavoured  to  footh  their  misfortunes  by  every  mark  of  ten- 
dernefs  and  relpeet :  indeed,  it  cannot  efcape  obfervation,  that,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  war,  the  French  and  Englifh  did  not  lefs  vie  with  each  other  in  a£ts  of  generous 
compaflion  than  in  deeds  of  daring  valour. — Alas  '  when  will  that  time  arrive,  at  which 
*he  fpirit  of  emulation  among  kingdoms  fhall  have  only  virtue  for  its  object? 

The  land  forces,  which  monfieur  Suffrein  had  landed  at  Porto  Novo,  after  his  firft  en- 
gagement with  the  Englifh  fleet,  were  joined  by  a  body  of  native  troops  belonging  t* 
Hyder  Ally;  and  the  combined  army  immediately  marched  to  the  fiege  of  Cuddalore. 
The  garrifon  of  that  fortrefs,  being  too  weak  to  refill  the  arms  of  the  allies,  opened  their 
gates  to  the  victors,  on  the  fixth  of  April;  and  monfieur  Duchemin,  the  French  com- 
mander, having  fecured  a  port  for  the  reception  of  fuccours,  an  advantage  of  which 
France  was  before  deftitute,  proceeded  to  more  diftant  conquefts.  He,  accordingly,  in- 
vefted  Peemacoli  to  the  northward,  and,  after  the  reduction  of  that  place,  effected  a 
junction  with  the  main  army  of.  Hyder,  and,,  in  concert  with  that  prince,  meditated  an 
attack  on  Vandiwafh. 

The  approach  of  the  Englifh  compelled"  them  to  abandon  that  enterprize ;  and  the 
combined  army,  ftrong,  in  their  numbers,  poflefled  themfelves  of  fuch  advantageous  pofts, 
as  precluded  the  poflibility  of  attack.  But  the  Britifh  commander,  general  Coote,  de- 
termined, if  poflible,  to  bring  them  to  action,  had  recourfe  to  a  manoeuvre,  which  effec- 
tually anfwered  his  purpofe.  He  marched  with  his  whole  force  to  Arnee,  a  flrong  for- 
trefs, in  which  Hyder's  principal  magazines  were  depofited;  and  that  prince,  anxious  for 
the  fnfety  of  fo  valuable  a  pofleflion,  relinquifhed  his  fituation  on  the  Red  Hills,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  the  garrifon.  Ever  rapid  in  his  motions,  and  concealing  the 
march  of  his  infantry  by  his  numerous  bodies  of  horfe,  he  took  the  enemy  by  furprize 
on  the  fecond  of  June  ;  but  the  fkill  of  the  Englifh  commander,  and  the  bravery  of  his 
troops,  were  fuccefsfully  exerted  for  the  reftoration  of  order;  the  attack  was  returned 
with  fpirit  and  effect  ;  and  the  allies  were  driven  from  the  field  with  confiderable  flaugh» 
ter.  But  the  native  troops,  chiefly  compofed  of  cavalry,  eafily  eluded  the  purfuit  of  the 
victors;  and  monfieur  Duchemin  had  cautioufly  avoided  expofing  the  French,  till  the  ar^ 
rival  of  the  marquis  de  Bufly,  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  an  event  that  was  daily  ex~ 
peeled,  might  enable  them  to  act  With  efficacy. 

In  confequence  of  this  plan,  he  retired  to  Cuddalore,  which  he  flrengthened  by  addi* 
tioaal  works,  and  rendere    lecure  from  any  fudden  infult.     The  indifpofition  of  generat 
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Coote,  about  the  fame  time,  joined  to  a  want  of  provisions,  compelled  him  to  quit  the 
field  ;  fo  that  no  event  of  any  confiderable  importance  took  place  in  the  Carnatic,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

But  though  the  armies  of  either  power  were  thus  compelled  to  abftain  from  hostilities, 
the  rival  fquadrons  of  France  and  England  Still  continued  their  bloody  attacks.  Mon- 
fieur  Suffrein  had  returned  from  Batacalo  to  the  coaSt  of  Coromandel ;  and,  having  re- 
freshed his  fleet  at  the  Danifh  fettlement  of  Tranquebar,  he  proceeded  from  thence  to 
Cuddalore,  which  the  French  had  rendered  their  chief  place  at  arms,  both  for  the  land 
and  fea  fervice.  It  was  his  object  to  attack  the  Englifh  fleet,  before  the  arrival  of  a  re- 
inforcement, which  he  knew  had  failed  from  England,  and  was  impatiently  expected  at 
Madras.  He  was  furnifhed  at  Cuddalore  with  four  hundred  French,  and  as  many  fea- 
poys  ;  and  to  thefe  were  added  three  hundred  artillerv-men,  who  were  of  rhe  moft  ei- 
fential  fervice  to  him. 

Thus  Strengthened,  he  appeared  off  Negapantam,  where  the  Englifh  fleet  lay  at  anchor"; 
and  admiral  Hughes  no  fooner  defcried  his  rival,  than  he  refigned  the  fecurity  of  his  Sta- 
tion to  meet  him.  In  this  action,  fought  on  the  fixth  of  April,  the  number  of  fhips  on 
each  fide  was  the  fame  as  in  the  laft  engagement ;  the  fame  Skill  and  courage  were  dif- 
played  ;  the  French  fleet,  however,  fuffered  the  greateft  damage,  retired  firSt  from  action, 
and  would,  probably,  have  fuftained  a  total  defeat,  had  not  a  favourable  fhift  of 
wind  refcued  them  from  impending  danger.  The  captain  of  the  Severe,  of  fixty-four 
guns,  even  Struck  his  colours;  but  having  by  that  means  efcaped  the  destructive  fire  of 
the  Sultan,  an  EngliSh  Ship  of  feventy-four  guns,  to  which  he  Struck,  he  renewed  the 
engagement  without  hoiSting  his  colours,  and  retired  for  fafety,  into  the  midft  of  his  own 
fleet.     The  French  commander  retreated  to  Cuddalore,  while  admiral  Hughes,  having 

kept  the  fea  about  a  fortnight  longer,  proceeded  to  Madras. . 

« 

Monfieur  de  SuSFiein  exerted  his  ufual  induStry  in  refitting  his  fquadron ;  and  having 
received  advice  from  the  Sieur  d'Aymar,  that  he  was  arrived  at  Point  de  Galles,  which 
lies  on  the  fouth  Side  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  in  hisown  Ship,  the  Saint  Michael  of 
fixty-four  guns,  accompanied  by  the  Illuflre  of  feventy-four,  and  the  fecond  divifion  of 
the  marquis  de  Buffy's  troops,  the  French  admiralimmcdiately  failed  from  Cuddalore, . 
and  having  joined  this  fquadron,  proceeded  with  his  whole  force  to  the  attack  of  Trin- 
camale,  where  he  arrived  towards  the  end  of  AuguSt. . 

Having  braved  the  fire  of' the  Englifh  batteries,  he  anchored  his  fleet  in  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous Station  for  the  annoyance  of  the  garrifon ;  the  landing  of  the  troops,  under 
the  conduct  of  the  baron  d'Agoult,  was  effected  the  next  day,  and  the  place  was  imme- 
diately inverted.  After  two  days,  employed  in  the  erection  of  batteries,  thofe  on  the 
left  were  opened  early  in  the  morning,  and  foon  gained  fuch  a  decifive  fuperioriry,  thaf 

ths,- 
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the  Englifli  cannon  were  filenced  before  night.  On  the  following  day,  monfieur  SufFrein, 
encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  Summoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender ;  and  tlie  Britifh  com- 
mandant, convinced  of  the  inutility  of  farther  refiftance,  confented  to  capitulate. 

The  moft  favourable  conditions  were  fubferibed  by  the  French  commanders.  The 
honours  of  war  were  granted  in  the  fulleft  extent  ;  the  garrifon  was  to  be  Immediately 
conveyed  to  Madras,  in  fhips  provided  at  the  expence  of  France  ;  the  Dutch  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  the  garrifon,  were  to  be  fecured  in  their  private  property  ;  and  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  former  were  to  be  preferved  inviolate. 

Monfieur  de  SufFrein  had  fcarce  taken  the  neceffary  meafures  for  Securing  his  new 
acquifition,  when  the  Englifh  fleet  appeared  oft'  Trincamale.  Admiral  Hughes  had 
been  lately  joined  by  a  fhip  of  feventy-four  guns ;  but  ilill  the  advantage  was  on 
the  fide  of  the  French,  and  they  were  Superior  to  their  adverfaries  by  one  ftiip  of  the 
line,  and  two  of  fifty  guns.  In  the  hope  of  eft abli filing  the  dominion  of  France,  on 
the  Eaftern  Ocean,  by  a  decifive  victory,  monfieur  de  SufFrein  ftood  out  to  fea,  and,  about 
three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  of  September,  the  action  became  general. 
Monfieur  de  SufFrein  himfelf  in  the  Heros  again  encountered  admiral  'Hughes  in  the 
Superbe,  and  the  rival  commanders  maintained  a  clofe  ana1  bloody  conflict:  till  the  evening 
was  far  advanced.  Soon  after  fix  o'clock  the  French  admiral's  main  and  mizen  malts 
were  fliot  away  by  the  board,  and  an  hour  after  he  relinquished  the  conteft.  Under 
cover  of  the  night  he  retired  to  Trincamale,  whence  he  fent  fix  of  his  captains,  whom 
he  accufed  of  forfaking  him  in  the  hour  of  danger,  under  arreft  to  the  ifland  of  Mauri- 
tius. The  approach  of  thofe  hurricanes  which,  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year,  fweep, 
with  deftructive  rage,  the  coafts  of  Coromandel,  compelled  the  hoftile  Squadrons  to  con- 
fult  their  mutual  fafety  ;  and  while  the  French  fought  fhtlter  at  Achem,  a  port  belong- 
ing to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  the  Englilh  retired  to  the  harbour  of  Bombay. 

While  the  forces  of  France  were  thus  occupied  in  the  eaft,  the  attention  of  her  mini- 
sters at  home  was  directed  to  the  commotions  which  agitated  the  republic  of  Geneva, 
fiy  the  general  conftitution  of  Geneva,  the  fovereign  power  of  the  ftate  was  inverted  in 
the  general  council,  which  confifted  of  all  the  citizens  and  burgejfes  6  aflembleJ  together  ; 

but, 

*  The  member?  of  this  republic  are  divided  into  four  claffes — The  Inhabitants,  Burgeffes,  Natives,  and  Citizens. 
Under  the  denomination  of  Inhabitant!  is  comprehended  all  Grangers,  who  eftablifh  their  refidence  within  the 
bounds  of  the  republic,  either  for  a  limited  time  or  for  life.  Thefe  have  no  fhare  in  the  legislature,  nor  can  they 
hold  ai^y  of  the  offices  of  the  magiflracy.  Upon  their  arrival  they  declare  their  allegiance,  and  receive  protection 
and   defence. 

The  character  of  Burge/s  is  «leemed  more  honourable  and  advantageous  than  that  of  Inhabitant.  It  confers  parti- 
cular privileges  in  the  pi  ofecution  of  trade  and  commerce,  of  which  the  latter  are  deprived.  It  is  a  rank,  how- 
ever, thai  may  be  acquii  ed,   either  by  dint  of  favour,  or  through  the  medium  of  money.    A  ftranger,  fettling  at 
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but,  by  degrees,  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  that  never-failing  fource  of  qppreSfion,  en- 
abled the  magiftrates  and  fenate  to  extend  their  own  power,  by  an  unconstitutional  in- 
fringement on  the  privileges  of  the  people.  Thefe  encroachments  occafioned  frequent 
complaints,  the  neglect  of  which,  of  courfe,  gave  rife  to  ferious  difcontents.  The  fenate 
occafionally  impofed  taxes  without  the  confent  of  the  general  council  ;  and  the  Severity 
exerted  by  the  magistrates  and  fenate  againtt  thofe  who  cenfured  and  oppofed  their  at- 
tempts to  extend  the  bounds  of  their  authority,  had  greatly  contributed  to  encreafe  the 
number  of  malecontents.  To  prevent  a  continuance  of  thofe  difputes,  which  naturally 
refulted  from  fuch  a  State  of  things,  the  democratical  party  required  the  eftablifhment  of 
a  regular  code  of  laws,  which  Should  be  for  the  rulers  the  foundation  of  their  authority, 
and  for  the  people  the  known  Standard -of  their  obedience.  But  at  the  moment  when  the 
restoration  of  tranquillity  was  about  to  be  eSFecled,  and  mutual  confidence  on  the  point 
ef  being  Settled  on  this  firm  bafis  of  public  order  and  common  Security,  the  Salutary 
project  was  deSeated  by  the  intrigues  of  the  aristocratic  party.  The  magistrates  had  not  only 
recourfe  to  the  molt  unjuStifiable  practices  for  maintaining  the  authority  they  had  ufurped, 
and  to  the  moSt  exaggerated  representations  of  the  oppofiticn  they  had  experienced  from 
their  fellow  citizens  ;  hut,  rather  than  fuSfer  any  abridgment  of  that  authority,  they 
courted  and  obtained  the  interference  of  foreign  powers.  Of  thefe  the  molt  considerable 
was  the  king  of  France,  who,  as  protector  of  the  republic,  concerted  with  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  and  the  SwiSs  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne,  the  means  of  restoring  peace  to 
Geneva.  After  many  udfuccefsful  efforts,  they,  at  length,  formed  a  code,  which  lodged 
the  fupreme  power  in  the  magistrates;  and,  to  give  weight  to  their  mediation,  an  army 
of  twelve  thouSand  men,  belonging  to  the  king  of  France,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
Swifs  cantons,  encamped  under  the  waLls  of  the  city.  The  leaders  of  the  democratic 
party  were  unable  to  contend  with  their  rivals,  thus  formidably  fupported  ;  the  gates  of 
the  city  were  opened  to  the  combined  forces,  and  the  pretenSions  of  the  Syndics  were  ef- 
tabliShed  by  the  count  de  Jancourt,  the  count  of  Marmora,  and  meffieurs  Steiguier  and 
Valtevalle,   the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  mediating  powers.     A  general  amneSty 


Geneva,  and  wifhing  tc  carry  on  his  trade  exempt  from  reftricliont,   may,  on  payment  »f  a  certain  fum,  be  admit-  • 
ted  into  the  Bourgocifit.     The   title  of  Bc^efs  may  alfo  be   conferred,  in  an  honorary  way,  even  on  foreigners  and 
non-refidenis;  but  no  Burgefs  can  hold  any  office  in  the  magiftracy,  though  he  has  a  voice  in  the  general  affembly 
of  the  people. 

The  Native  derives  his  arpellation  from  the  cirewmftance  of  being  born  in  the  place;  but  though  this  fhould 
certainly  entitle  him  to  the  pofiefiion  of  particular  privileges,  he  has  no  political  power  or  capacity  whatfoever  in 
the  ftate;  he  is,  in  fa<5r,  a  ftranger  in  the  midft  of  that  country  in  which  he  was  born  and  educated. 

To  be  a  Citizen  it  is  neceffary  not  only  to  be  born  in  the  republic,  but  alfo  to  bethefon  of  a  GftizeiloT  Swgefi,  or  of 
a  N*tii>e,  whofe  father  and  grandfather  have  had  the  fame  character.  For  it  is  not  the  fon,  but  the  grandfon  of  a 
Httive,  who  has  the  privilege  of  Citizen  fry  birth.  The  number  of  this  clafs  was,  in  the  year  1782,  eftimated  at 
eighteen  hundred.  The  citizens,  enjoy  the  privilege  of  holding  publio  offices,  and  of  forming  part  of  the 
legislature. 

was* 
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was,  at  the  fame  time,  published,  out  of  which  only  nineteen  pcrfons  were  excepted  ; 
two  of  thefe  were  deprived  of  their  employments;  feven  were  condemned  to  perpetual 
exile;  and  the  reft  were  banifhed  for  ten  years;  but  the  fpirits  of  the  inhabitants  were 
feverely  reprefled  by  thefe  new  regulations  ;  and  a  great  number  of  them  rather  chofe  to 
quit  for  ever  their  native  country,  than  to  fubmit  to  thofe  inftitutions  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  a  violent  infringement  of  their  privileges,  and  as  a  flagrant  invafion  of  their 
liberties. 

During  the  adminiftration  of  monfieur  Fleury,  who,  on  the  difmiflion  of  M.  Neckar, 
had  fucceeded  to  the  office  of  comptroller- general  of  the  finances,  many  of  the  reforms 
which  the  latter  had  carried  into  execution  were  fnperfeded,  and  fome  of  the  abufes 
which  he  had  deftroyed  were  unhappily  reftored.  The  publication  of  various  edicts  and 
imports,  neceflary  but  onerous,  increafed  the  regret  of  the  people  for  the  lofs  of  the 
late  minifter,  who  had  wifely  adopted  the  beft  of  all  maxims  of  finance,  that  economy 
is  the   fureft  fource  of  abundance. 

To  multiply  the  refources  of  the  government,  without  encreafing  the  burthens  of  the 
public,  the  minifters  endeavoured  to  kindle,  throughout  the  capital  and  in  the  different 
provinces,  a  flame  of  enthufiafin,  which,  if  productive  of  no  folid  advantage,  might  yet 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  and  awe  the  enemies  of  France.  The  defeat  of  the 
count  de  Graffe  had  impreffed  the  kingdom  with  general  grief  and  confternation  ;  and,  in 
order  to  repair  the  lofs  which  the  national  marine  had  fuftained,  fevcral  ftates  and  wealthy 
communities  were  prevailed  upon  to  difplay  their  zeal  in  the  conftrucYion  and  equipment 
of  Ihips  of  war,  according  to  their  refpective  ftrength  and  affluence. 

The  cleTgy  were  more  particularly  diftinguifhed  by  their  liberality,  difplayed  in 
a  manner  highly  confident  with  their  facred  profeflion.  They  not  only  granted  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate  a  free  gift  of  fifteen  millions  of  livres,  but,  at  the  lame  time,  requefted 
their  fovereign  to  accept  an  additional  million,  to  be  inviolably  applied  to  the  comfort  and 
maintenance  of  thofe  featnen  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  to  the 
fupport  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  fuch  as  had  fallen,  gallantly  fighting  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  naval  glory  of  France. 

A.  D.  1783.]  Yet  thefe  contributions,  though  they  reflected  the  higheft  honour  on 
the  donors,  could  afford  but  a  partial  and  fcanty  fupply,  while  the  immenfe  prepa- 
rations of  France  called  for  the  moft  folid  and  effectual  fupport.  In  conjunction  with 
his  allies,  Lewis  was  determined  this  year,  to  make  the  moft  powerful  efforts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  promoting  a  fpeedy  termination  of  the  war.  •  The  combined  fleets  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  though  unable  to  atchieve  any  enterprize  of  importance,  ftill  main- 
tained their  fuperiority,  in  Europe,  over  the  Englifh.     They  marquis  de  Bufly,  with 
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three  fhlps  of  the  line,  three  thoufand  troops,  and  a  confiderable  train  of  artillery,  fup- 
ported  the  hopes  of  France  in  the  Eaft, and  already  afpired  to  the  conqueft  of  the  Eng- 
lifh poffeflions  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  Nine  fhips  of  the  line,  and  thirty  tranf- 
ports,  in  which  was  embarked  a  felect  corps  of  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers, 
failed  from  Brefl  to  America,  under  the  conduct  of  monfieur  de  Vialis,  to  reinforce  the 
marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  and  to  complete  the  expulfion  of  the  Englifh  from  that  continent ; 
while  the  States-General  of  Holland  agreed  to  fupply  at  their  own  expence  ten  ifhips  of 
the  line,  which  were  to  fail  to  Breft,  and  to  aft  in  concert  with  the  fquadrons  of  France. 
The  count  d'Eftaing  was  appointed  to  the  fupreme  command  of  the  combined  fleets. 

Such  were  the  preparations  for  the  enfuing  campaign,  on  which  the  minifters  of 
France  founded  the  moft  fanguine  expectations  of  fucceis;  but,  fortunately,  their  pro- 
jects of  ambition  were  fruftrated  by  the  pacific  difpofition  of  their  fovereign,  who  pre- 
ferred to  the  aggrandizement  of  his  crown  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjects.  A 
change  in  the  adminiftration  of  England  had  effected  an  alteration  in  the  fentiments  and 
proceedings  of  the  Britifh  council,  and  all  idea  of  farther  oppofition  to  the  claims  of 
America  were  difclaimed  by  the  new  minifters.  The  emancipation  of  the  Americans 
from  the  domination  of  Great  Britain  had  been  the  grand  object  of  France  ;  the  defeat  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  repulfe  at  Gibraltar,  were  Mill  impreffed  on  the  mind  of  Lewis ; 
and  though  his  vaft  armaments,  and  the  refources  of  his  allies,  prefented  the  faireft  pro- 
fpedt  of  fuccefs  in  the  enfuing  campaign,  they  were  ftill  infufticient  to  perfuade  him  to 
continue  the  war,  when  the  grand  object  of  it  was  already  obtained,  and  when  peace 
could  be  procured  on  terms  honourable  tohimfelf,  and  advantageous  to  his  kingdom. 

Induced  by  thefe  confiderations,  he'liftened  to  the  proffered  and  powerful  mediation  of 
the  twofirft  potentares  in  Europe,  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffij; 
and  the  count  de  Vergennes,  who  ftill  prefided  over  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
Was  appointed  to  treat  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  Englifh  minifter  at  Bruffels,  but  who 
had  lately  proceeded  to  Paris,  to  conduct  this  important  negociaticn.  The  way  was  al- 
ready fmoorhed  for  the  reftoration  of  public  tranquillity  by  provifional  articles,  figned, 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  year,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  States  of  America,  and 
which  were  to  conftitutea  treaty  of  peace  finally  to  be  concluded,  when  that  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  took  place. 

By  thefe  articles  the  freedom,  fovereignty,  and  independence  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States  were,  individually,  by  name,  and  in  the  fulieft  and  moft  exprefs  terms,  acknow- 
ledged, and  all  claims  to  their  government  and  territorial  rights  were  for  ever  relinqul/h- 
ed  by  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  Several  lines  were  drawn  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting all  future  difputes  about  boundaries;  and,  on  the  fea  coafts — as  the  Britifh 
forces  were  to  be  withdrawn  from  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States — New  York, 
Long  Ifland,  Staten  lfland,  and  Charles  Town,  with  all  their  dependencies,   were  given 
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up,  and  an  unlimittcd  right  of  fifhery,  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  Gulph  of 
Saint  Lawrence,  and  in  all  other  places  where  both  nations  had  been  hitherto  accuftomed 
to  fidi,  was  granted  to  the  Americans. 

France  thus  enjoyed  the  fterilc  fatisfattion  of  d^fpoiling  Great  Britain  of  thofe  colo- 
nies, on  which  her  enemies  vainly  imagined  her  commercial,  if  not  her  political  impor- 
tance, effentially  depended;  and  of  fecuring  to  herfelf,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  power 
acrofs  the  Atlantic,  a  grateful  and  potent  ally.  This  primary  object  was,  therefore,  no 
fooncr  attained,  than  the  count  de  Vergennes  quickened  the  negotiations  of  his  own 
court:  on  the  twentieth  of  January,  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  figned  at 
Paris  ;  and,  on  the  third  of  September,  the  definitive  treatv  was  concluded,  on  the  part  of 
their  refpective  fovereigns,  by  that  minifter  and  the  duke  of  Manchefler.  The  condi- 
tions of  this  treaty  are  comprized  in  the  following  articles: 

1.  There  fhall  be  a  chriftian,  univerfal,  and  perpetual  pence,  as  well  by  fen  as  by  land, 
and  a  fincere  and  conflant  friendfliip  fliall  be  re-eftabliflied,  between  their  Britannic  and 
Mod  Chriftian  majefties,  and  between  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  kingdoms,  dominions, 
provinces,  counties,  fubjects  and  vaflals,  of  whatfoever  quality  or  condition  they  be, 
without  exception  either  of  places  or  perfons  ;  fo  that  the  high  contracting  parties  fliall 
give  the  greateft  attention  to  the  maintaining  between  themfelves,  and  their  faid  domi- 
nions and  fubjects,  this  reciprocal  friendfhip  and  intercourfe,  without  permitting,  on 
either  part,  any  kind  of  hoftilities  to  be  committed,  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  any 
canfe,  or  under  any  pretence  whatfoever:  and  they  fliall  carefully  avoid,  for  the  future, 
every  thing  which  might  prejudice  the  union  happily  re-eftabiifhed,  endeavouring,  on  the 
contrary,  to  procure  reciprocally  for  each  other,  on  every  occafion,  whatever  may  con- 
tribute to  their  mutual  glory,  interefts,  and  advantage,  without  giving  any  afllftance  or 
protection,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  thofe  who  would  do  any  injury  to  the  high  con- 
trailing  parties.  There  fliall  be  a  general  oblivion  and  amnefty  of  every  thing  which 
may  have  been  done  or  committed,  before  or  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  which 
is  juft  ended. 

2.  The  treaties  of  Weftphalia  of  1648  ;  the  treaties  of  peace  of  Nimeguen  of  1678  and 
1679:  of  Ryfwick  of  1697;  thofe  of  peace  and  of  commerce  of  Utrecht  of  1 7  1 3  ;  that 
of  Baden  of  17  14;  that  of  the  triple  alliance  of  the  Hague  of  1717  ;  that  or  the  Qua- 
druple alliance  of  London  of  1718-;  the  treaty  cf  peace  of  Vienna  of  1738;  the  defini- 
tive treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  of  1 748  ;  and  that  of  Paris,  of  1763,  ferye  as  a  bafis  and 
foundation,  to  the  peace,  and  to  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  are  all  re- 
newed and  confirmed  in  the., heft  form,  as-well  as  all  the  treaties  in  general  which  fub- 
fifted  between  the  high  contracting  parties  before  the  war,  as  if  they  were  herein  inferted 
word  for  word ;  and  fo  they   are   to  be  exactly   obferved  for  the    future  in  their  full 
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tenor,  and  religioufly  executed  by  both  parties,  in  all  the  points  which  fliall  not  be  dero- 
gated from  by  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace. 

3.  All  the  prifoners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea,  and  the  hoftages 
carried  away  or  given  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day,  fliall  be  reflored,  without  ranfom, 
in  fix  weeks  at  fartheft,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  prefent  treaty;  each  crown  refpeclively  difcharging  the  advances  which  fliall 
have  been  made  for  the  fubfiftance  and  maintenance  of  their  prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of 
the  country  where  they  fhall  have  been  detained,  according  to  the  receipts  and  attefted 
accounts,  and  other  authentic  vouchers  which  fliall  be  furnifhed  on  each  fide :  and 
fureties  fliall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  which  the  prifoners  may 
have  contracted  in  the  countries  where  they  may  have  been  detained,  until  their  entire 
releafe.  And  all  fhips,  as  well  men  of  war  as  merchant  fhips,  which  may  have  been 
taken  fince  the  expiration  of  the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the  ceffation  of  hostilities  by 
fea,  fliall  likewife  be  reflored  bond  fide,  with  all  their  crews  and  cargoes.  And  the  exe- 
cution of  this  article  fliall  be  proceeded  upon  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  this  treaty. 

4.  His  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  maintained  in  his  right  to  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  and  to  the  adjacent  iflands,  as  the  whole  were  allured  to  him  by  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  excepting  the  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  which  are  ceded,  in  full  right,  by  the  prefent  treaty,  to  his  Molt  Chriftian 
majefty. 

5.  His  majefty,  the  Moft.  Chriftian  king,  in  order  to  prevent  the  quarrels  which  have 
hitherto  arifen  between  the  two  nations  of  England  and  France,  confents  to  renounce  the 
right  of  fifliing,  which  belongs  to  him  in  virtue  of  the  aforcfaid  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bonavifta  to  Cape  Saint  John,  fituated  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New- 
foundland, in  fifty  degrees  north  latitude;  and  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
confents,  on  his  part,  that  the  fifliery  afligned  to  the  fubjects  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty, beginning  at  the  faid  Cape  Saint  John,  palling  to  the  north,  and  defcending  by  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  fliall  extend  to  the  place  called  Cape  Raye, 
fituated  in  forty-feven  degrees,  fifty  minutes  latitude.  The  French  fifliermen  fhall  en- 
joy the  fifhery  which  is  affigned  to  them  by  the  prefent  article,  as  they  had  the  right  to 
enjoy  that  which  was  afligned  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  fifliery  in  the  gulph  of  Saint  Laurence,  the  French  fliall  con- 
tinue toexercife  it  conformably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

7.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  France  the  ifland  of  Saint  Lucia  in  the  con- 
dition it  was  in  when  conquered  by  the  Britifli  arms:    and  his  Britannick  majefty  cedes 
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and  guarantees  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  the  ifland  of  Tobaga.  The  Proteftant  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  iiland,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  fame  religion,  who  fhall  have  fettled 
at  Saint  Lucia,  whilft  that  ifland  was  occupied  by  the  Britifh,  (hall  not  be  molefled  in 
the  exercifeof  their  worfhip  :  and  the  Britifh  inhabitants,  or  others  who  may  have  been 
fubjedts  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  aforefaid  iflands,  fhall  retain  their  pofleflions 
upon  the  fame  titles  and  conditions  by  which  they  have  acquired  them  ;  or  elfe  they  may 
retire,  in  fullfecurity  and  liberty,  where  they  fhall  think  fit,  and  fhall  have  the  power  of 
felling  their  eftates,  provided  it  be  to  fubjedts  of  his  Mofl  Chriftian  majefty,  and  of  re- 
moving their  effects,  as  well  as  their  perfons,  without  being  reftrained  in  their  emigra- 
tion, under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  except  on  account  of  debt,  or  of  criminal  profe- 
cutions.  The  term  limited  for  this  emigration  is  fixed  to  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months, 
to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty. 
And  for  the  better  fecuring  the  pofleflions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  aforefaid  ifland  of 
Tobago.the  Mofl  Chriftian  king  fhall  iflue  letters-patent,  containing  an  abolition  of  the 
Droit  d'Aubaine  in  the  faid  ifland, 

8.  The  Moft  Chriftian  king  reftores  to  Great  Britain  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  the 
Grenadines,  Saint  Vincent's,  Dominica,  Saint  Chriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Montfcrrat  ; 
and  the  fortrefles  of  thefe  iflands  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition  they  were  at  the 
time  of  their  reduction.  The  fame  ftipulations  inferted  in  the  preceding  articles  fhall 
take  place  in  favour  of  the  French  fubjedts,  with  refpedt  to  the  iflands  enumerated  in  the 
prefent  article. 

9.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  cedes,  in  full  right,  and  guarantees  to  his  Moft  Chrif- 
tian majefty,  the  river  Senegal,  and  its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of  Saint  Louis, 
Potior,  Galam,  Argum,  and  Portendic;  and  his  Britannic  majefty  reftores  to  France  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition  it  was  in  when  the  conqueft, 
of  it  was  made. 

10.  The  Moft  Chriftian  king,  on  his  part,  guarantees  to  the  k'u  g  of  Great  Britain, 
the  pofleflion  of  fort  James,  and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

11.  For  preventing  all  difcuffion  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  fhall,  within  three  months. after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  name  commiflaries,  who  fhall  be  charged  with  the  fettling  and  fixing  the  boun- 
daries of  the  refpective  pofleflions.  As  to  the  gum  trade,  the  Englifh  fhall  have  the  li- 
berty of  carrying  it  on,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Saint  John,  to  the  bay  and  fort  of 
Portendic  inclufively  ;  provided,  however,  that  they  fhall  not  form  any  permanent  fet- 
tlement,  of  what  nature  foever,  ia.the  faid  river  Saint  John,  upon  the  coaft,  or  in  the, 
toy,  of  Portendic. 
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12.  As  to  the  reft  of  the  African  coaft,  the  Englifh  and  French  fubjedts  fhall  continue 
to  refort  thereto,  according  to  the  ufage  which  has  hitherto  obtained. 

13.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  all  the  fettlcments 
which  belonged  to  him,  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  upon  the  coaft  of  Orixa, 
and  in  Bengal,  with  liberty  tofurround  Chandernagore  with  a  ditch  for  carrying  off  the 
waters  ;  and  his  Britannic  majefty  engages  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be  in  his  power 
for  fecuring  to  the  fubjects  of  France,  in  that  part  of  India,  as  well  as  on  the  coafts  of 
Orixa,  Coromandel,  and  Malabar,  a  fafe,  free,  and  independent  trade,  fuch  as  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  French  Eaft- India  company,  whether  they  exercife  it  individually,  or  as 
a  company. 

14.  Pondicherry  fhall  be,  in  like  manner,  delivered  up  and  guaranteed  to  France,  as 
alfo  Karikal:  and  his  Britannic  majefty  fhall  fecure,  for  an  additional  dependency  to 
Pondicherry,  the  two  diftridts  of  Velanour,  and  Bahour  ;  and  to  Karikal,  the  four  Ma- 
gnus bordering  thereupon. 

15. ,  France  fhall  re-enter  into  poffeffion  of  Mahe,  as  well  as  of  its  factory  at  Surat ; 
and  the  French  fhall  carry  on  their  trade,  in  this  part  of  India,  conformably  to  the  prin«  • 
ciples  eftablifhed  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  this  treaty. 

16.  Orders  having  been  fent  to  India  by  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  purfuance  to 
the  fixteenth  article  of  the  preliminaries,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  if,  within  the  term  of 
four  months,  the  refpedtive  allies  of  their  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftian  majefties  fhall 
not  have  acceded  to  the  prefent  pacification,  or  concluded  a  feparate  accommodation,  their 
J  ait.]  majefties  fhall  not  give  them  any  affiftance,  directly  or  indirectly,  againft  the  Britifli 
or  French  pofTeffions,  or  agai-nft  the  ancient  pofleflions  of  their  refpedtive  allies,  fuch  as 
they  were  in  the  year  1776. 

17.  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  being  defirous  to  give  his  Moft   Chriftian  majefty,  a 
fincere  proof  of  reconciliation  and  friendfhip,  and  to  contribute  to  render  folid  the  peace 
re-eftablifhed  between    their  faid  majefties,  confents  to  the  abrogation  and  fupprefEon  of 
all  the  articles  relative  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in  . 
17.13,  inclufive,  to  this  day. 

18.  Immediately   after  the  exchange  of  the   ratifications,    the  two  high  contracting  ■ 
parties  fhall  name  commiffaries  to  treat   concerning  new  arrangements  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  on  the  bafis  of  reciprocity   and   mutual  convenience;   which  ar- 
rangements fhall  be  fettled  and  concluded  within  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  be  computed  . 
from  the  firft  of  January,  in  the  year  1784. 
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19.  AH  the  countries  and  territories  which  may  have  been,  or  which  may  be  conquer- 
ed, in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfocver,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majelly,  as  well  as 
by  thofc  of  his  moll:  Chriftian  majefty,  which  are  not  included  in  the  prefent  treaty,  neither 
under  the  head  of  ceflions,  nor  under  the  head  of  refiitutions,  (hall  be  reftorcd  without 
difficulty,  ;md  without  requiring  any  compenfation. 

20.  As  it  is  neccflary  to  appoint  a  certain  period  for  the  reftitutions  and  evacuations  to 
be  made  by  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain {hall  caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and  Miquclon,  three  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done ;  Saint  Lucia 
(one  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands)  and  Goree  in  Africa,  three  months  after  the  raticfiation 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  fliall, 
in  like  manner,  at  the  end  of  three  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done,  enter  again  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  iflands  of 
Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  Saint  Vincent's,  Dominica,  Saint  Chriftopher's,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat.  France  fliall  be  put  in  pofleflion  of  the  towns  and  factories 
which  are  reftored  to  her  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  territories  which  arc  pro- 
cured for  her,  as  additional  dependencies  to  Pondicherry,  and  to  Karikal,  fix 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done.  France- 
fliall  deliver  up,  at  the  end  of  the  like  term  of  fix  months,  the  towns  and  territories 
which  her  arms  may  have  taken  from  the  Englifh,  or  their  allies,  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  In 
confequence  whereof,  the  neceflary  orders  fliall  be  fent,  by  each  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,  with  reciprocal  paflports  for  the  {hips  which  fliall  carry  them,  immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

21.  Thcdecifion  of  the  prixes  and  feizures  made  prior  to  the  hoflilities  fliall  be  refer- 
red to  the  re fpective. courts  of  juftice  ;   fo  that  the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and  feizures 
fliall  be  decided  according  to  the  law  of  nations,    and  to  treaties,  in  the  courts  of  juftice- 
of  the  nation  which  fliall  have  made  the  capture  or  ordered  the  feizure. 

22.  For  preventing  the  revival  of  the  law-fuits  which  have  been  decided  in  the  iflands 
conquered  by  either  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  it  is  agreed  that  the  judgments  pro- 
nounced in  the  laft  refort,  and  which  have  acquired  the  force  of  matters  determined,  fliall 
be  confirmed  and  executed  according  to  their  form  and  tenor. 

23.  Their  Britannic  and  Moft  Chriftian  majefties  promife  to  obferve  fincerely,  and 
bond  fide,  all  the  articles  contained  and  eftabliflied  in  the  prefent  treaty;  and  they  will 
not  fufFerthe  fame  to  be  infringed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  their  refpedtive  fubjects  ;  and 
the  faid  high  contracting  parties  guarantee  to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all 
the  flipulations  of  the  prefent  treaty. 

24.  The 
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24.  The  folemn  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty,  prepared  in  good  and  due  form,  fhall 
be  exchanged  in  this  city  of  Verfailles,  between  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  the  fpacs 
of  a  month,  or  fooner  if  poffible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

This  treaty  was  followed  by  a  declaration,  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  England,  and  a 
counter-declaration,  on  the  part  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth.  The  former  fet  forth,  that  the 
terms  of  the  definitive  treaty  having  been  finally  concluded  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty, the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  feek  every  means  not  only  to  enfure  the  execu- 
tion thereof,  with  his  accuftomed  good  faith  and  punctuality,  but  would  befides  give,. 
on  his  part,  all  poffible  efficacy  tothofe  principles  which  were  calculated  to  prevent  even 
the  fmalleit  foundation  of  future  difputes. 

To  that  end,  and  in  order  that  the  fifhermen  of  the  two  nations  might  not  give  caufe 
for  daily  quarrels,  his  Britannic  majefty  expreffedhis  determination  to  adopt  the  moft  pot- 
fitive  meafures  for  preventing  his  fubjects  from  interrupting,  in  any  manner,  by  their 
competition,  the  fifhery  of  the  French,  during  the  temporary  exercife  thereof  which, 
was  granted  to  them,  upon  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland ;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  he  would  caufe  the  fixed  fettlements  which  might  be  formed  there  to  be 
removed.  His  Britannic  majefty  would  alfo  give  orders  that  the  French  fifhermen  fhould 
not  be  incommoded,  in  cutting  the  wood  neceffhry  for  the  repair  of  their  ftages,  huts* 
and  fifhing  veffels,. 

The  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  that  method  of  carrying  on  the 
fifiiery,  which  had,  at  all  times,  been  acknowledged,  was. declared  to  be  the  plan  upon 
which  the  fifhery  fhould  be  carried  on  in  thofe  parts — a  plan  not  to  be  deviated  from  by 
either  party;  the  French  fifhermen  building  only  their  ftages,  confining  themfelves  to 
the  repair  of  their  fifhing-veffels,  and  not  wintering  there  ;  the  fubjecls  of  his  Britannic 
majefty,  on  their  part,  not  molefting,  in  any  manner,  the  French  fifhermen,  during  their 
fifhing,  nor  injuring  their  ftages,  during  their  abfence. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain   obferved,   that,   in  ceding  the  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre  and' 
Miquelon  to  France,  he  regarded  them  as  ceded  for  the  purpofe  of  ferving  as  a  real  fhel- 
ter  to  the  French  fifhermen,,  and  in  full  confidence  that  thefe  poffeffions  would   not   be- 
come an  object  of  jealoufy  between  the  two   nations;   and  that   the  fifhery  between  th.ee 
faid  iilands  and  that  of  Newfoundland,  fhould  be  limited  to  the  middle  of  the  channel. 

With  regard  to  India,  Great  Britain  having  granted  to  France  every  thing  whichcould 
afecrtain  and  confirm  the  trade  which  the  latter  defired  to  carry  on  there,  his  majefty  re- 
lied with  confidence  on  the  repeated  affurances  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  power 
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of  furrounding  Chandernagore  with  a  ditch  for  carrying  off  the  waters,  fhould  not  be 
exercifed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  it  an  obje£t  of  umbrage. 

The  new  flare  in  which  commerce  might,  perhaps,  be  found,  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
would  demand  revifions  and  explanations  of  the  fubfifting  treaties;  but  an  entire  abro- 
gation of  thofe  treaties,  at  whatever  period  it  might  take  place,  would,  it  was  pro- 
perly fuggefted,  throw  commerce  into  fuch  confufion  as  muft  be  infinitely  prejudi- 
cial to  it. 

In  fome  of  the  treaties  of  this  defcription  there  were  not  only  articles  which  related 
merely  to  commerce,  but  many  others  which  enfured,  reciprocally,  to  the  refpe&ive  fub- 
jedrs,  privileges,  facilities  for  conducting  their  affairs,  perfonal  protections,  and  other  ad- 
vantages, which  were  not,  and  which  mould  not  be  of  a  changeable  nature  ; — fuch  as 
the  regulations  relating  to  the  value  of  goods  and  merchandize,  variable  from  circum- 
ftances  of  every  kind. 

It  was  fuggefted,  therefore,  that  when  the  (late  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations 
{hould  be  treated  upon,  it  was  requihte  to  be  underftood,  that  the  alteration  which  might 
be  made  in  the  fubfifting  treaties  were  to  extend  only  to  arrangements  merely  commer- 
cial ;  and  that  the  privileges  and  advantages,  mutual  and  particular,  fhould  be  not  only 
preferved,  on  each  fide,  but  even  augmented,  if  that  could  be  done. — In  that  view  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  confented  to  the  appointment  of  commiflaries,  on  each  fide,  who 
were  to  treat  foleJy  upon  that  object. 

In  reply  to  this  declaration,  Lewis  declared,  that  the  principles  by  which  he  had  been 
glided,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negotiation  which  preceded  the  re-eftabliihment  of 
peace,  muft  have  convinced  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  that  he  had  had  no  other  defign 
than  to  render  it  folid  and  durable,  by  preventing,  as  much  as  poflible,  in  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  world,  every  fubjeft  of  difcuflion,  and  every  ground  of  difpute.  The  king 
of  Great  Britain  undoubtedly  placed  too  much  confidence  in  the  recYitude  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  intentions,  not  to  rely  on  his  conftant  attention  to  prevent  the  iflands  of  Saint 
Pierre  and  Miqueion  from  becoming  an  object  of  jealoufy  between  the  two  nations. 

As  to  the  fifheiy  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  which  had  been  the  object  of  the 
new  arrangements  fettled  by  the  two  fovereigns  upon  that  matter,  Lewis  oblcrved,  it 
was  fufficiently  afcerlained  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  likewife 
by  the  fubfequent  declaration  of  his  Britannic  majefty;  on  that  head  lie  declared  him- 
felf  to  be  fully  fatisfied. 

He  accepted  the  regulations  with  regard  to  the  fifhery  between  the  ifland  of  New- 
foundland and  thofe  of  Saint   Pierre  and  Miqueion;  and  would  give  the  moft  pofitive 
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orders,  that  the  French  fifhermen  fhould  not  exceed  the  bounds  prefcribed;  being  firm- 
ly perfuaded  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  give  fimilar  orders  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  fifhermen. 

The  king's  defire  to  maintain  the  peace,  extended  to  India  as  well  as  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  world  ;  his  Britannic  majefty  might,  therefore,  be  affined,  that  he  would  never 
permit  an  objecT:  fo  inoffenfive  and  fo  harmlefs,  as  the  ditch,  with  which  Chandernagorc 
was  to  befurrounded,  to  give  any  umbrage  to  the  court  of  London. 

In  propofing  new  commercial  arrangements,  the  king  had  no  other  defign  than  to  re- 
medy, by  the  rules  of  reciprocity  mid  mutual  convenience,  whatever  might  be  defective 
in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  figned  at  Utrecht,  in  1713.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  might 
judge  from  thence,  that  his  majefty's  intention  was  not,  in  any  wife,  to  cancel  all 
the  Stipulations  in  that  treaty  ;  he  declared,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was,  thenceforth, 
difpofed  to  maintain  all  the  privileges,  facilities,  and  advantages,  expreffed  in  the  faid 
treaty,  as  far  as  they  fhould  be  reciprocal,  or  compenfated  by  equivalent  advantages.  It 
was  to  attain  this  end,  fo  defirable  to  both  parties,  that  cominiffaries  were  to  be  appoint- 
ed to  treat  on  the  ftate  of  the  trade  between  the  two  nations,  and  that  a  confiderable  fpacc 
of  time  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  completion  of  their  work.  His  majefty  hoped  that 
that  object  would  be  purfued  with  the  fame  good  faith,  and  the  fame  fpirit  of  concilia- 
tion, which  marked  the  difcuffion  of  all  the  other  points  comprifed  in  the  definitive 
treaty  ;  and  he  expreffed  his  firm  conviction,  that  the  refpeflive  commiffaries  would  em- 
ploy the  utmoft  diligence  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  important  work. 

This  open  and  candid  explanation  was  admirably  calculated  for  the  prevention  of  fu- 
ture difputes;  and  the  king  enjoyed  the  Satisfaction — much  greater  than  any  which 
a  mind  like  his  could  poflibly  derive  from  the  humiliation  of  a  rival — of  having  reflored 
peace  to  his  fubjedls,  and  tranquillity  to  Europe.  Nor  were  the  interefts  of  his  ally, 
the  king  of  Spain,  neglected  upon  this  occafion  ;  that  country,  which  had  fo  long  been 
accuftomed  to  witnefs  the  gradual  reftriction  of  her  boundaries,  now  tailed  the  fweets  of 
acquifition.  Though  inceffantly  baffled  in  her  attempts  to  reduce  the  fortrefs  of  Gib- 
raltar, her  pride  was,  in  fome  degree,  foothed  by  the  ceffion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  and  to  the  extenfive  poffeffions  which  fhe  already  enjoyed  in  South 
America,  were  now  added  the  fertile  provinces  of  Eafl  and  Weft  Florida,  on  the  northern 
continent.  The  only  retribution  which  fhe  made,  was  the  reftoration  of  the  Bahama 
iflands  to  Great  Britain. 

But  Holland  had  engaged  too  late  in  the  war,  and  had  been  evidently  influenced  by  mo- 
tives of  too  felfifh  a  nature,  to  merit  much  fupport  from  the  court  of  Verfailles;  the 
States-general  were  therefore  left  to  combat  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  involved 
the  republic ;  and  to  afford  an  example  as  well  to  individuals  as  to  mercantile  powers, 
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that  where  fclf-intcreft  leads  to  a  violation  of  plighted  faith,  it  generally  defeats  its  own 
object,  and  meets  with  the  punifhment  it  deferves.  That  clofe  connection  which  had 
once  fubfiftcd  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  was  now  diflolved;  and  the  latter  dif- 
covcred,  that  they  had  loft  an  old  ally,  without  acquiring  a  new  one. 

Though  tranquillity  was  thus  reftored  to  Europe,  Africa,  and  America,  Afia,  diftant 
from  the  fcene  of  negotiation,  continued  ftill  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  war.  Tippoo 
Saib,  who,  on  the  dtath  of  his  father,  had  lately  fuccecdcd  to  the  government  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  dominions,  had  already  diftinguifhed  himfclf  by  his  fucceffive  victories  over 
colonel  Baillie  in  the  Carnatic,  and  colonel  Braithwaite  on  the  banks  of  the  Coleroon  ; 
and  his  enemies  were  foon  convinced  that  his  acceflion  to  royalty  had  not  damped  his 
military  ardour.  General  Matthews,  a  Britifh  officer,  had  penetrated  with  a  feledt  de- 
tachment to  Bednure,  the  capital  of  the  wealthy  kingdom  of  Canore,  where  his  conduct 
had  excited  fuch  difguft  in  the  minds  of  his  brother  officers,  as  to  induce  many  of  them 
to  quit  the  fervice.  But  before  he  had  time  to  fecure  himfelf  in  his  new  conqueft,  he 
was  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  Tippoo  Saib,  who,  with  an  hoft  of  cavalry,  and  the  fmall 
corps  of  French  under  the  command  of  monfieur  Lally,  prefTed  forward  to  chaftife  his 
temerity.  The  Englifh  commander  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy;  but  neither  his 
ftrength  nor  hisfkill  feemed  proportioned  to  his  prefumption ;- his  ranks  were  inftantly 
broken  by  the  rapid  charge  of  the  French  ;  with  the  lofs  of  five  hundred  men  he  retired 
within  the  walls  of  Bednure,  and  foon  after  figned  a  capitulation,  which,  on  a  promife  of 
their  lives  and  liberties,  delivered  himfelf  and  his  troops  into  the  power  of  Tippoo  Saib. 
The  capitulation,  however,  was  foon  violated  by  the  treacherous  and  unprincipled  vic- 
tor :  the  garrifon  were  detained  as  prifoners  ;  the  general  himfelf  is  reported  to  have 
perifhed  by  poifon ;  feveral  of  the  principal  officers  were  barbaroufly  murdered;  and  the 
few  that  were  releafed  at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  had  experienced  fufferings  that 
rendered  the  fate  of  their  Slaughtered  companions  enviable. 

The  hoftile  fquadrons  of  France  and  England  had,  in  order  to  avoid  the  deflrudHve 
fury  of  the  monfoons,  retired  to  their  refpedtive  harbours;  but,  as  foon  as  the  feafon 
would  permit,  monfieur  de  SufFrein  had  proceeded  from  Trincamale  to  Cuddalore  ;  he 
was  there  reinforced  by  twelve  hundred  European  troops,  which  he  difperfed  among  his 
fhips,  and  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry,  when  he  difcovered  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Englifh  fleet  under  admiral  Hughes. 

The  Britifh  fquadron  had  been  joined  by  five  fhips  of  the  line  from  Europe,  and  was 
now  fuperior  in  number  to  the  French  by  two  fhips  of  the  line.  But,  undifmayed  by 
this  difparity,  however,  monfieur  de  SufFrein  refolved  to  encounter  his  rival,  and  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  of  the  French  flag;  the  acYion  began  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  a 
heavy  cannonade  was  continued  until  feven  ;  at  that  hour  the  conflict  ceafed,  without  any 
decifive  confequences ;  each  fquadron  had  to  lament  the  unavailing  flaughter  of  a  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  gallant  men ;  and,  with  this  fevere  trial  of  his  ftvength,  concluded  the  naval  war- 
fare in  India.  Admiral  Hughes  foon  after  retired  to  Madras,  and  Monfieur  de  Suffrein, 
who,  throughout  the  whole  war,  had  maintained  the  character  of  a  bold  and  fkilful  com- 
mander, proceeded  to  Cuddalore  to  return  the  land  forces  with  which  he  had  been  rein- 
forced, and  to  which  he  added  two  thoufand  four  hundred  men  from  his  own  fleet. 

This  fuccour,  though  important,  was  not  more  than  neceflary  to  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  place.  The  marquis  de  Bully,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  India  with  a  confider- 
able  body  of  European  troops,  found  his  fituation  far  from  enviable  ;  general  Coote, 
whofe  fkill,  experience,  and  enterprifing  genius  had  been  confirmed  and  difplayed  in  the 
courfc  of  long  fervice,  was  indeed  no  more  ;  and  by  his  death  the  command  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  forces  had  devolved  on  general  Stuart.  But  the  marquis  de  BufTy  foon  perceived, 
that  though  he  had  loft  one  formidable  competitor,  he  had  found  another  equally  fpirited 
and  enterprifing;  and  he  was  fcarce  arrived  at  Cuddalore  before  he  beheld  himfelf  invert- 
ed by  the  Britifh  troops,  conducted  by  their  new  general,  who  had  eagerly  feized  the  fa- 
vourable opportunity  afforded  him  by  the  motions  of  Tippoo  Saib,  by  whom  the  Carna- 
tic  had  been  evacuated  for  the  recovery  of  Bednure. 

The  fortifications  of  Cuddalore  had  been  confiderably  ftrengthened  by  the  fkill  and 
labour  of  the  French  ;  and  the  marquis  de  BufTy  was  ft  ill  employed  in  the  conftrudtion 
of  new  works,  when  his  progrefs  was  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  the  Englifh,  who 
rapidly  advanced  to  affault  the  lines  before  they  could  be  completed.  The  attack  and  de- 
fence were  both  maintained  with  a  degree  of  refolution  that  had  feldorn  been  equalled  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  perhaps  never  exceeded  in  Europe  :  the  aflailants,  though 
frequently  repulfed,  as  conftantly  returned  to  the  charge;  but  the  French  were  at  length 
overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  out-pofts,  with  the  lofs, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  of  near  fix  hundred  of  their  beft  troops. 

The  arrival  of  the  fleet,  under  monfieur  de  Suffrein,  and  the  reinforcement  which  be 
landed  from  the  fhips,  determined  the  marquis  de  BufTy  to  hazard  a  vigorous  fally,  in 
hopes  of  recovering  the  pofis  that  he  had  loft,  and  of  making  fome  impreffion  orr  the 
works  of  the  befiegers.  The  conduct  of  this  enterprize  was  entrufted  to  the  chevalier 
de  Damas,  a  knight  of  Malta,  and  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Aquitaine,  and  the  hour 
fixed  for  the  execution  of  it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  But  though  fome  ad- 
vantage was,  atfirft,  gained,  under  cover  of  the  darknefs,  the  Englifh  were  foon  alarmed  ; 
and  as  day  approached,  the  light  that  enabled  them  to  difcover  the  number  of  their  foes, 
facilitated  the  means  of  repelling  them  ;  the  French  were  pufhed  on  every  fide  ;  a  com- 
plete rout  enfued  ;  the  chevalier  de  Damas,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  fbldiers,  was 
taken  prifoner;  and  near  two  hundred  fell  in  the  conflict. 
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It  was  at  tins  critical  juncture  that  the  Medea  frigate  arrived  from  Madras  at  Cuddalore, 
and  brought  information  oi  the  conclufion  of  peace  between  the  two  nations;  a  mutual 
ceffation  of  boflilities,  and  exchange  of  prifoncrs,  immediately  took  place  ;  and  that  tran- 
quillity which  the  French  already  enjoyed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  globe  was  now  ex- 
tended to  their  tottering  fettlcmcnts  in  the  Eaft. 

The  fuccefTes  of  France  during  the  late  war  had  been  dearly  purehafed  hy  the  incon- 
veniencies  it  had  produced.  The  retreat  of  monfieur  Neckar  from  the  management  of 
the  finances,  had,  as  we  have  before  had  occafion  to*obferve,  diminished  the  public  confi- 
dence; three  different  perfons  who,  fmce  his  refignation,  had  tranfiently  occupied  the 
poft  of  comptroller-general,  encreafed  the  jealoufies  of  the  people  ;  and  the  failure  of  the 
celebrated  CalJJe  d'Efcompte,  completed  the  univerfal  confternation. 

That  bank  had  been  efrablifhed,  by  a  royal  edi&,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  September, 
1776.  The  plan  was  originally  formed  by  a  company  of  private  adventurers,  and  its  ca- 
pital was  fixed  at  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  Sterling.  Its  profeffed  defign  was— as  its 
title  implied— to  difcount  bills  of  exchange,  payable  at  two  or  three  months  after  date, 
at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  But  this  intereft,  from  which  it  was  neceffary  to 
deduct  a  confiderable  expence  and  fome  loffss,  could  never  conftitute  an  equivalent  for  the 
capital  funk  by  the  proprietors.  An  additional  power  was,  therefore,  granted  them,  of 
iffuing  notes  to  the  amount  of  their  capital,  which,  as  they  were  capable,  at  any  time, 
of  being  converted  into  fpecie,  might  be  often  voluntarily  taken  by  their  cuftomers-  from 
mere  convenience.  And  as  the  managers  of  this  concern  chiefly  confided  of  the  moil 
opulent  bankers,  together  with  fome  receivers-general  of  the  revenues,  they  were  able, 
by  a  private  agreement  among  themfelves,  to  take  theie  notes  in  lieu  of  cafli,  to  give 
them  a  certain  degree  of  circulation  and  currency.  By  means  of  the  notes  thus  iffued, 
their  original  capital  was  doubled,  and  the  proprietors  were  enabled  to  make  an  an- 
nual dividend  of  fix  per  cent. 

The  excellent  outline  of  this  fyftem  feemed  to  infure  its  fuccefs.  There  was  always 
in  the  bank  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  either  in  cafh,  or  in  bills  of  a 
fhort  date,  equivalent  to  the  notes  in  circulation.  There  was  befide  this  the  original 
capital  advanced  by  the  proprietors,  and  never  withdrawn,  and  a  part  of  the  dividend  was 
alfo  left  in  the  bank  for  the  purpofe  of  accumulation.  Thefe  circumftances  had  given 
the  bank  the  higheft  degree  of  reputation,  and  occafioned  its  ftock  to  fell  greatly  above 
par.  But  notwithstanding  tliefe  flattering  appearances,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  na- 
tion, on  the  fecond  day  of  October,  it  fuddenly  flopped  payment.  The  caufe  afligncd 
■was  an  uncommon  Scarcity  of  fpecie ;  but  the  public  imagined  that  the  failure  originated 
in  a  loan  fecretly  made  to  government ;  and  what  confirmed  the  fufpicion  was,  that 
government,  about  the  fame  time,  flopped  payment  of  the  bills  drawn  upon  them  by 
the  Americans. 
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The  protection  of  the  king  was  extended  to  the  falling  company,  and  the  publication 
of  four  royal  edicts  tended  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  under  which  it  laboured.  By  the  firft 
of  thefe  edicts,  dated  the  twenty-feventh  of  September,  the  bank  was  authorized  to  pay 
its  notes  in  bills  of  exchange,  with  beneficial  difcount  ;  the  currency  of  the  notes  was 
limited  to  the  Parifian  banks  ;  and  all  profecution  was  forbidden,  of  the  Caiffe  d'Ef- 
compte,  for  payment  in  fpecie,  and  of  individuals  for  debts,  the  payment  of  which  had 
been  tendered  in  notes  of  that  bank.  By  the  fecond — publifhed  three  days  after — the 
ordinances  againft  the  exportation  of  fpecie  were  renewed  ;  the  tranfport  of  fpecie  from 
province  to  province  was  fubjedted  to  inflection  and  a  fee  ;  the  bills  with  which  the 
bank  was  permitted  to  pay  its  notes  were  fpecified  to  be  bills  payable  in  three  months  ; 
and  the  bank  was  allowed  the  option  of  paying  its  notes  in  fpecie.  By  the  third — if* 
fued  on  the  fourth  of  October — an  eftimate  was  declared  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
king's  command,  which  confirmed  the  declaration  of  the  firft  edict,  with  regard  to  the 
property  of  the  bank:  the  bank  was  allowed  an  option  of  discounting  bills  as  before, 
whenever  they  judged  convenient  ;  and,  as  a  farther  encouragement,  a  lottery,  with  a 
flock  of  one  million  fterling,  redeemable  in  eight  years,  being  eftablifhed,  the  tickets 
were  made  purchafeable  in  notes  of  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte.  In  each  of  the  edicts,  much 
repetition  is  found  ;  and  the  fourth  contains  no  original  matter. 

By  thefe  expedients,  aptly  timed,  and  judicioufly  adminiftered,  the  confidence  which 
the  public  had  formerly  repofed  in  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte  was  revived  ;  its  bufinefs  en- 
creafed  ;  and  its  flock,  in  a  lhort  time,  rofe  to  more  than  double  the  original  fubferip- 
tion  ;  the  bills  from  America  were  at  the  fame  time  put  in  a  train  of  payment ;  and  pub- 
lic credit  was  happily  reftored  throughout  the  kingdom. 

A  treaty  concluded  with  the  United  States  of  America  afforded  fome  trifling  compen- 
sation for  the  expences  that  had  been  incurred  during  the  late  war.  The  ftates  engaged 
to  reimburfe  France  the  fum  of  eighteen  millions  of  livres,  which  had  been  advanced 
in  the  hour  of  their  diftrefs;  and  Lewis  agreed  to  confult  their  convenience,  by  allowing 
the  fpace  of  twelve  years  for  the  payment  of  the  money,  which  was  to  be  received  in. 
twelve  equal  annual  inftalments. 

A.  D.  1784,  1785.]  But  though  tranquillity  was  reftored,  the  Situation  of  ths 
neighbouring  powers  prevented  the  nation  from  exonerating  herfelf  from  the  heavy  bur- 
dens occafioned  by  the  extent  of  her  military  eftablifhment,  all  deficiencies  in  Which 
were  now  filled  up  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  vigour.  While  the  four  great  maritime 
powers  of  Europe  were  exhaufting  their  Strength  in  the  profecution  of  that  war  which 
had  occafioned  fuch  defolation  both  in  the  Old  and  the  New  World,  Jofeph  the  Second, 
who  now  occupied  the  Imperial  throne  of  Germany,  was  more  happily  employed  in  culti- 
vating the  arts  of  peace,  in  the  improvement  of  his  extenfive  dominions,  and  in  eftab- 
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lifting,  upon  fnre  and  permanent  foundations,  the  power,  andjConfcqucntly,  the  fecurity, 
ol  h:s  empire. 

In  the  laudable  purfuit  of  thefe  objects,  he  was  not  contented  with  a  ftridt  adherence 
to  the  beaten  tract  marked  out  by  others,  nor  yet  with  waiting  the  diftant  effect  of  flow 
and  progreffive  fcheines  of  improvement.  His  plans,  unmarked  by  that  caution  which 
the  removal  of  rooteJ  prejudices  almoft  invariably  requires,  were  no  looner  conceived 
than  executed  ;  and,  as  if  he  envied  pofterity  the  excluflve  pofleffion  of  national  advan- 
tages, he  rcfolved  to  participate  himfelf  in  the  benefits  he  intended  for  his  country.  Im- 
prefled  with  thefe  ideas,  he  was  inceffantly  occupied  in  the  conception,  adoption,  exami- 
nation, or  execution  of  numberlefs  projects  of  regulation  and  improvement,  of  lefs  or 
greater  importance,  but  including  fome  of  fuch  magnitude,  as  to  have  for  their  object 
the  efTential  reform  of  the  nrfl  departments  of  the  ftate  and  government,  whether  cccle- 
iiaftical,  civil,  or  military.  This  ufk,  in  itfelf  fufficiently  arduous,  was  rendered  ftill 
more  difficult  by  the  nature  of  his  dominions,  compofed  of  feparate  kingdoms,  and  a 
number  of  diftindt  provinces,  obtained  by  different  means,  and  at  different  periods,  fub- 
jecl  to  their  own  peculiar  forms  of  government,  and  ftill  retaining  many  of  their  origi- 
nal rights  and  inftitutions.  But  though  much  diflatisfadtion  and  complaint  were  excited 
by  thefe  fchemes,  which  militated  with  popular  opinions  and  national  practices,  and  tend- 
ed to  the  fubverfion  of  eftablifhments  rendered  venerable  by  their  antiquity,  and  confi- 
dered  as  facred  in  their  inftitution,  this  prince,  neverthelefs,  proceeded  to  enforce  his 
.new  regulations,  with  unexampled  facility  and  fuccefe. 

Soon  after  his  acceflion  to  undivided  power,  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  the  emprefs 
-queen,  it  became  apparent,  that  the  reduction  of  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  clergy 
within  his  own  dominions,  and  their  emancipation  from  dependence  on  the  court  of  Rome, 
with  the  fuppreffion  of  the  religious  orders,  and  the  appropriation  of  their  property, 
were  among  the  great  and  determined  objects  of  the  emperor's  policy. 

Though  many  of  his  projects  were  too  haftily  adopted,  without  the  neceffary  atten- 
tion to  conftquences,  refulting  from  local  circumftances,  and  the  progrefs  of  mental  im- 
provement, the  moft  inveterate  enemies  of  Jofeph  mull  acknowledge  that  fome  of  his 
plans  were  well  calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts,  and  the  confequent 
welfare  of  the  ftate.  His  regulations,  with  regard  to  religious  toleration  and  the  liberal 
extenfion  of  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  mull  ever  command  the  applaufe  of  an  enlightened 
ftatefman,  and  extort  commendation  from  the  advocate  for  rational  freedom.  His 
fchemes  of  ambition  appear  in  a  very  different  light,  and  will,  of  courfe,  excite  very  dif- 
ferent fen  timents- 

The  ruinous  and  unfortunate  war,  into  which  the  prevalence  of  the  French    and  re- 
I  lican  faction  in  Holland  had  precipitated  that  country  with  its  old  and  natural  ally, 

England, 
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England,  among  its  other  irreparable  ill  confequences,  was  the  means  of  exposing  the 
nakednefs  of  the  republic,  and,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Europe,  prefented  fuch  a 
view  of  diforder  and  imbecility  in  the  government,  and  of  radical  weaknefs  in  the  ftate, 
as  had  not  before  been  fufpedled,  even  by  fuch  of  its  neighbours  as  were  mod  celebrated 
for  their  acutenefsand  penetration.  The  impreffions  made  by  this  difcovery  were  con- 
tinually increafing,  as  almoft  every  day  of  the  war  was  marked  with  fome  new  circum- 
stance of  misfortune  or  difgrace.  While  they  were  thus  expofed  to  danger  from  with* 
out,  the  ftate  and  the  public  were  convulfed  and  rent  by  inteftine  diffentions,  the  feeds 
of  which  were  fo  numerous  and  fo  deeply  laid  as  fcarcely  to  admit  the  hope  of  an  effec- 
tive remedy.  The  differences  between  the  prince  StadtholJer  and  the  States  were  mul- 
tiplying fo  fa/r,  and  encreafirag  fo  much  in  degree  and  virulence,  as  to  indicate  a  fpeedy 
and  alarming  crifis  ;  while  the  violence  and  animofity  of  the  French  and  Orange  factions', 
which  included,  between  them,  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  and  all  the  departments  of 
government,  whether  civil  or  military,  by  fea  or  by  land,  feemed  deftined  to  fubvert  the 
very  foundations  of  the  republic.  Upon  the  whole,  it  appeared  clear  to  all  obfervers,  that 
the  reftoration  of  the  republic,  in  any  degree,  to  its  former  power  and  fplendour,  was  a 
circumftance  which  would  not  admit  of  a  moment's  fpeculation  ;  and  that  fome  confi- 
derable  revolution  was  neceffary  to  preferve  the  union  of  its  parts. 

It  could  not  be  expected,  upon  any  foundation  of  political  knowledge  and  experience, . 
that  the  unexpected  difclofure  of  fuch  a  fcene,  with  the  magnitude  of  the  objects  which 
it  exhibited,  and  the  profpedts  of  advantage  it  held  out,  fhould  not  attract  the  views,  and 
excite  the  ambition,  of  a  powerful,  active,  and  neighbouring  fovereign,  whofe  enterprii- 
ing  difpofition,  though  hitherto  fubject  to  confiderable  restraint,  had  been,  in  other  in- 
stances, rendered  fufficiently  manifest.. 

The  refumption  of  the  Dutch  barrier  was  one  of  the  firft  advantages  which  the  em* 
peror  propofed  to  draw  from  the  prefent  forlorn  ftate  of  their  affairs.  The  principal  for- 
treffes  of  the  Aufhian  Netherlands,  including  feveral  of  their  mod  considerable  cities', 
had,  ever  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  fucceffion  war,  been  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the 
Dutch,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  the  court  of  Vienna  and  themfelves;  for,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  formed  a  powerful  barrier  to  cover  the  territories  of  the  States,  thev  were 
to  be  garrifoned  and  defended  by  them  ;  and  thus  ferved  to  obviate  the  dangers  appre- 
hended by  both  from  the  power  and  ambition  of  France. 

During  the  long  fucceeding  depreffion  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  the  advantages  of  thi.r 
arrangement  were  repeatedly  and  fully  experienced  ;  and  occafions  offered,  which  made  it 
evident,  that  nothing  lefs  could  have  prevented  the  Netherlands  from  bein"-  long  fince 
wrested  out  of  their  hands.  But  in  the  extraordinary  degree  of  power  and  greatnefs  to 
which  that  houfe  has,  within  the  memory  of  man,  rifen,  and,  in  the  ufual  viciffuude  of 
things,  what  had  before  been  understood  and  felt  as.  a  fubff  antial  benefit,  came  at  length 

to- 


p6  REIGN      OF  [1784. 

to  be  confidered  as  a  ftigma  and  a  grievance.  The  prefent  emperor  felt  his  own  power 
to  be  fully  competent  to  the  protection  and  defence  of  his  dominions.  With  the  great 
armies  he  poffeffed,  lie  could  not  conceive  that  he  wanted  the  cover  of  fortreffes  to  pre- 
vent the  progrefs  of  an  enemy.  He  confidered,  that  it  was  exceedingly  expenfive  to 
keep  them  in  repair;  that  being,  accordingly,  neglected  in  feafons  of  peace  and  fecurity, 
they  generally  fell,  with  little  trouble,  into  the  hands  of  an  invader,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  hoitilities  ;  when,  befides  the  lofs  of  their  garrifons,  and  the  great  prefent  ad- 
vantages which  they  afforded  to  the  enemy,  their  recovery  was  frequently  attended  with 
more  difficulty  than  any  other  undertaking  of  the  war. 

He,  befides,  thought  it  derogatory  to  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  to  the  dignity  and 
power  of  the  empire,  that  a  number  of  his  principal  cities  and  fortreffes  fhould  he  garri- 
soned, and  at  his  own  expence  too,  by  foreigners.  He  confidered  it  as  no  Iefs  than  pay- 
ing a  fhameful  and  ignominious  tribute  for  protection  and  defence;  and  that  it  would  be, 
in  the  laft  degree,  perfonally  fliameful  and  degrading  to-  himfelf,  if  now,  when  the  occa- 
fion  fo  opportunely  offered,  he  fhould  fuffer  fuch  a  ftanding  monument  of  paft  weaknefs, 
dependence,  or  even  obligation,  any  longer  to  continue. 

Nor  were  feveral  fpecious  arguments  wanting,  to  juftify  to  the  Dutch,  and  to  the 
world  at  large,  the  intended  meafure  of  taking  the  barrier  into  his  own  hands,  and  of 
difmantling  the  fortreffes.  It  was  ftated,  that  the  revenues  drawn-  from  thefe  cities  and 
their  difhicts  were  mifapplied ;  that  the  fortifications  were  falling  to  decay,  and  the  gar- 
rifons defective;  and  that  the  fhameful  manner  in  which  they  were  loft  to  the  Dutch, 
in  the  war  of  1741,  was  a  fufficient  evidence  of  their  incapacity  to  maintain  and  defend 
the  barrier.  But  that,  independent  of  all  complaints  with  refpect  to  the  difcharge  of 
their  truft,  the  circumflances  of  things,  and  the  ftate  of  affairs  on  all  fides,  were  now  fo 
entirely  altered,  that  none  of  the  caufes  or  motives,  which  originally  operated  to  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  barrier,  were  any  longer  in  exiftence.  That  France,  inftead  of  being 
the  common  enemy,  as  then,  was  now  the  common  friend  of  both  parties  ;  that  her  am- 
bition was  no  longer  dangerous,  and,  if  it  were,  was  directed  to  other  objects  ;  that 
the  emperor  and  (he  were  mutually  bound,  by  the  ftricteft  ties  of  friendfhip,  alliance, 
and  blood;  and,  even  admitting  the  poflibility  of  a  change  in  this  ftate  of  connections, 
his  territories  would,  at  all  times,  form  an  effectual  barrier  to  Holland,  and  would  af- 
ford much  greater  fecurity  to  the  Dutch  by  being  in  his  hands,  than  in  their  own. 

Arguments  of  great  weight,  however,  were  adduced  on  the  other  fide.  The  immenfe 
expence,  inblood  andin  treafure,  which  Holland, through  a  long  courfe  of  fucceflive  wars, 
had  endured,  for  the  attainment,  the  efbblifhment,  and  the  prefervation  of  this  very  bar- 
rier, was  a  matter  of  general  notoriety.  Nor  was  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  to  the  extra- 
ordinary exertions  of  Great  Britain  and  Holland  was  it  owing  that  the  emperor,  at  this 
time,  held  any  territory  or  poffeffion  whatever  in  the  Low  Countries :  that  thofe  powers 
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had  the  principal  fhare  in  wrefting  from  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  thefe  provinces*  guarded, 
as  they  then  were,  by  the  ftrongeft  fortreffes  in  the  world,  and  defended  by  thofe  nume- 
rous and  veteran  armies  which  had  fo  long  been  the  terror  of  Europe  ;  that  as  they  were 
the  great  leaders  in  the  war,  fo  they  compelled  France  and  Spain,  by  the  peace,  to  fubmit 
to  the  transfer  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  German  line  of  the  houfe  of  Aufrria,  and  had 
fmce  been  the  means  of  fecuring  and  preferving  them  to  that  family  ;  that  the  fettlement 
of  the  barrier  was  the  only  return  to  Holland  for  all  thefe  fervices,  and  for  the  irnmenfe 
expences  (he  had  fufhined,  not  only  in  that  part  of  the  war,  but  in  her  arduous  endea- 
vours to  place  the  anceftor  of  Jofeph  upon  the  throne  of  Spain.  It  was  farther  urged, 
that  the  propofed  meafure,  befides  being  a  direct  breach  of  treaty,  and  violation  of  faith* 
would  be  a  fhameful  dereliction  of  every  fenfe  of  paft  fervice  and  obligation ;  and  that  the 
feafon  chofen  for  its  accomplifhment,  under  the  prefent  embarraffed  and  dcprefled  ilate  of 
the  republic,  would  render  it  ftill  more  difgraceful. 

Much  more  might  have  been  faid:  but  ftrength  of  argument  can  avail  but  little  againfl 
the  weight  of  power ;  and  experience  has,  unhappily,  fhewn  that  treaties  are  confidered 
but  as  weak  obligations,  when  intereft  or  convenience  calls  for  their  violation.  Great 
Britain,  the  guardian  of  the  barrier,  was  now  an  enemy  to  Holland. 

As  an  opening  to  this  defign,  the  emper«r  had,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781, 
peremptorily  demanded  from  the  States-General  precife  accounts  of  the  revenues  which 
they  had  drawn  from  the  barrier,  and  of  the  fums  which  they  had  expended  in  the  repair 
or  improvement  of  the  fortrefTes.  This  fudden  and  captious  demand,  of  coming  to  a 
fettlement  upon  fuch  old,  intricate,  and  long-neglected  accounts,  and  preferred  at  a  feafon 
fo  critical  and  peculiar,  feemed  to  betray  very  different  difpofitions  from  thofe  of  friend- 
(hip  or  good-will  to  the  ftates  ;  and  infpired  them  with  other  apprehenfions  befides  thofe 
which  related  to  the  barrier,  Circumftanccd,  indeed,  as  they  were,  it  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  this  demand  contributed  not  a  little  to  facilitate  their  fnbfequent  compliance 
with  the  cefiion  of  an  object,  fo  long  holden  dear  by  them,  and  which  involved  in  it  the 
immediate  fecurity  of  their  country.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  bufinefs  was  foon  decided, 
nor  could  many  obftructions  have  been  raifed  to  its  conclufion,  for  the  negociation  had 
fcarcely  been  heard  of,  when,  towards  theclofeof  the  year,  the  Dutch  garrifons  and  artil- 
lery were  almeft  filently  withdrawn  from  the  barrier,  and  the  emperor's  order  for  difmant- 
ling  the  fortrefTes,  and  felling  the  materials,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  public  commu- 
nication of  the  event. 

Never  was  a  meafure  of  fo  much  importance,  and  on  which  fo  much  depended,  carried 
into  effect  more  fmoothly ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  facility,  it  was  eafily  feen,  that  the 
ftates  were  fully  aware  of  its  dangerous  tendency,  although  the  unfortunate  fituation  in 
which  they  were  involved  compelled  them  to  fubmit,  without  a  ftruggle,  to  a  power  they 
were  unable  to  refift.     In  fa&,  a  general  alarm  was  fpread  through  the  United  Pro- 
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vlnces;  and  the  great  number  of  hands  that  were  directly  employed,  and  the  correfpond- 
ing  meafures  adopted,  for  putting  their  own  fortreffes  on  the  frontier,  particularly  thofc 
along  the  Schelde,  in  an  immediate  ftateof  defence,  fufficiently  fhewed,  that  government 
was  no  lefs  affected  than  the  public  upon  this  occafion.  Thus  was  Holland  ftripped  of 
its  dearly- purchafed  barrier,  and,  by  the  revolution  of  politics,  expofed  to  the  views  of  a 
not  lefs  ambitious,  and  more  dangerous,  becaufe  a  nearer,  neighbour  than  France. 

But  though  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  tacitly  acquiefced  in  a  claim,  which  it  pro- 
bably confidered  as  pregnant  with  beneficial  confcqucnces  to  the  French,  it  did  not  re- 
gard with  equal  indifference  pretenfions  which  the  emperor,  foon  after,  preferred,  to  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Schelde,  and  to  certain  territorial  poffeffions,  on  the  frontiers  of 
Holland,  which  the  Dutch  had  peaceably  enjoyed  for  centuries  part.  Claims  of  this  nature 
could  not  poffibly  have  been  made  on  the  republic  at  a  time  when  (lie  was  lefs  able  to 
refift  them  ;  for  the  peace  had  neither  reftored  vigour  nor  unanimity  at  home,  nor  repu- 
tation or  importance  abroad.  On  the  contrary,  the  civil  diffentions  of  the  Dutch  were 
daily  encreafing  in  magnitude  and  virulence,  fo  as  to  fanction  the  belief  that  no  remedy 
could  be  adopted,  that  would  not  at  leaft  prove  as  dangerous  as  the  difeafe.  The  protec- 
tion and  apparent  ferviccs  which  they  had  received  from  France  during  the  war  had 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  that  power  an  evident  preponderancy  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
republic;  and  that  influence  being  unceafingly,  though  covertly,  exerted,  in  fupport  of 
the  old  Loveftein,  or  republican,  faction,  of  which  the  French  intereft  in  Holland,  for 
the  molt  part,  and  at  moft  times,  confifted,  and  whofe  members  were  the  hereditary  ene- 
mies of  the  Stadtholderian  fyftem  of  government,  as  well  as  of  the  Orange  family,  it 
was  now  become  fo  ftrong,  that  no  fufficientcounterpoife  remained  in  the  flate,  to  reftrain 
the  excefs  and  violence  incident  to  the  predominance  of  political  parties. 

Thus  rent  by  domeftic  diffentions,  and  convulfed  in  all  its  members,  the  circumflances 
and  condition  of  theRepublic  could  fcarcely  have  failed  to.attract  the  views,  and  excite  the 
enterprise  of  powerful  and  ambitious  neighbours.  A  dangerous  refuge,  however,  re-. 
mained,  which,  in  this  fituation,  was  eagerly  grafped  at.  France  having,  through  the 
violence  of  parties,  and  the  colliflon  of  jarring  views  and  interelts,  accompanied  by  a 
feries  of  unexpected  and  fingular  events,  but  all  tending  to  the  fame  conclufion,  obtain- 
ed an  unbounded  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic,  it  identified  their  interefts  fo 
much,  that  fhe  was  bound,  by  every  principle  of  policy,  to  counteract  the  deugns  of 
others,  and  to  afford  her  protection,  at  whatever  rifque  or  expence.  This  tended  to 
gratify  the  utmoft  willies  of  the  ariftocratical  party;  fince  the  flate  would  be  protected 
from  danger  without,  while  they  were  at  leifure  to  new  model  the  internal  government. 

This  peculiar   fituation  of  affairs  between  France  and  Holland  did  not  fcem,  id  any 
degree,  to  operate  upon  the  conduct  of  the  emperor,  who  placed  a  greater  dependence 
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upon  the  friendfhip  and  clofenefs  of  alliance  between  him  and  France,  than  more  expe- 
rienced politicians  would  have  been  inclined  to  do  upon  the  faith  of  any  national  con- 
nection, when  that  faith  was  to  be  put  to  the  teft  by  fuperior  interefts  and  temptation. 
That  prince  repeatedly  preffed  his  demands,  in  a  haughty  and  imperious  tone  ;  and,  net- 
withftanding  the  conciliatory  difpofition  evinced  by  the  ftates,  proceeded  to  the  commif- 
fion  of  an  act  of  open  violence  and  hoftility.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  ot 
April  (1784),  without  previous  declaration  or  notice,  a  fmall  detachment  of  Aufhian 
foot,  with  four  field-pieces,  entered  the  territories  of  the  Republic,  and  took  poiTeflion  of 
the  fort  of  Old  Lillo.  Some  few  days  after,  when  the  negotiations  were  actually  com- 
menced, and  the  Dutch  minifters  appeared  evidently  difpofed  to  give  all  reafonabJe  fatis- 
faction  with  refpect  to  the  emperor's  claims,  a  detachment  of  Audrain  dragoons  ad- 
vanced to  Hartog-Eyk,  near  Hcerle,  where  they  demolished  the  barriers,  pulled  down 
the  Dutch  flag  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  charged  the  receiver  of  that  department,  in 
the  name  of  his  Imperial  majefty,  not  to  obey  nor  execute  any  orders  from  the  regency 
of  Heerle,  who  were  his  legal  and  natural  mafters,  nor  to  receive  from  any  pufon  what- 
ever any  money  upon  account  or  pretence  of  toll  or  duty  ;  threatening,  in  caf:  of  dilb- 
bedience,  to  fend  him  in  fetters  to  the  next  Auftrian  garrifon. 

Thefe  hoftile  tranfactions  occafioned  an  univerfal  alarm  in  Holland,  where  the  troops 
were  immediately  put  in  motion,  and  every  preparation  made  for  repelling  fuch  an  un- 
provoked attack.  But  even  in  this  moment  of  danger  and  difmay,  when  the  public  fafety 
might  have  depended  fo  much  upon  the  celerity  of  movement  and  promptnefs  of  defign 
and  action,  the  meafures  of  defence  wereobftructed  by  the  difputes  between  the  States 
and  the  prince  Stadtholder,  rebtive  to  the  rights  or  limits  of  the  executive  power.  So 
deaf  and  obtufe  is  the  citizen  frequently  rendered  to  the  moll  imminent  dangers  that 
threaten  the  fiate,  by  the  prevalence  of  civil  difcord,  and  the  continuance  of  interline 
commotions  !  ! 

Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  who  was  now  their  only  refuge,  had  been  previoufly  folicited  by 
the  States,  for  his  friendly  interpofition  with  his  kinfman,  the  emperor,  in  foftening  his 
difpofition  towards  the  Republic,  and  to  accept  the  office  of  mediator,  in  finally  arranging 
and  fettling  the  difputed  limits  and  frontiers,  as  well  as  the  other  matters  of  difpute  be- 
tween them.  He  accordingly  inftructed  his  ambafTador,  the  duke  de  Vauguion,  to  com- 
municate the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  he  had  frankly  and  readily  accepted  the  defired 
office  of  mediation. 

But  this  circumftance  did  not  deter  the  emperor  from  prefling,  nor  even  from  encreaf- 
ifig  his  demands;  in  addition  to  his  former  claims  he  now  alTerted  his  right  to  the  abfo- 
lute  and  independent  fovereignty  of  the  Schelde  from  Antwerp  to  Saffingen,  and  infilled 
that  the  Dutch  guard-fhip  which  had  been  ufually  ftationed  at  Fort  Lillo  fhould  be  with- 
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drawn,  as  he  could  not  think  of  permitting  the  exercife  of  any  foreign  authority  what- 
ever within  any  part  of  his  fovereignty  on  that  river. 

In  confequence  of  a  communication  made  to  the  court  of  Verfailles  by  the  States- 
General  of  the  memorial  which  they  had  drawn,  in  anfwer  to  the  claims  and  demands 
made  by  the  emperor,  and  containing  Iikewife  a  number  of  counter-claims  fet  up  by  the 
Dutch,  the  French  king  took  that  opportunity,  along  with  many  commendations  of  their 
part  and  prefent  moderation,  and  the  defire  which  they  had  manifefted  of  preferving  the 
public  tranquillity,  ftrongly  to  recommend  a  continuation  of  the  fame  prudent  and  equi- 
table conduct,  particularly  cautioning  them  to  abftain  from  all  meafures  which  might,  in 
any  degree,  be  confidered  as  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  emperor.  He,  Iikewife,. 
recommended,  that,  in  order  to  give  the  greater  efficacy  to  his  own  conciliatory  endea- 
vours, and  the  better  to  enable  him  to  enforce  all  the  means  which  his  connections  with 
that  fovereign  might  admit  of,  they  fhould  fumifh  and  fupport  him  with  fuch  fpecific 
proportions  as  they  were  willing  to  make  for  laying  the  foundation  of  an  equitable  and 
lading  accommodation. 

This  was  accordingly  done;  but  the  time  was  not  yet  arrived  when  the  interpoikior* 
of  France  was  to  produce  any  favourable  effect  on  the  conduct  of  the  emperor.  Early 
in  the  autumn  of  1784  every  thing  feemed  rapidly  approaching  to  the  moft  decifive  and 
alarming  crifis  ;  three  new  and  extraordinary  demands  were  added  to  the  emperor's  for- 
mer ultimatum.  The  firft  was,  "  The  entire  and  free  navigation  of  the  Schelde  from 
*'  Antwerp  to  the  fea,"  which  was  to  be  laid1  down  as  *Jine  qua  non;  and  was  accom-<- 
panied  with  a  declaration,  "  That  in  the  intermediate  time,  until  matters  were  finally. 
••  fettled,  the  emperor's  fubjects  fhould  occafionally  exercife  their  undoubted  right  of 
.**  navigating  that  river;  and  that  two  fhips  were  then  in  actual  preparation  for  the  pur- 
*'  pofe."  This- was  farther  enforced  by  the  Imperial  mihifter  at  Bruffels,  who  declared,, 
that  the  firft  (hot  fired  upon  the  Schelde  would  be  confidered  by  his  mafter  as  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  andrefented  accordingly. 

The  fecond  article  infilled  on  the  demolition  of  the  forts  which  had  been- erected  by 
the  Dutch  for  the  maintenance  of  their  monopoly  in  the  navigation  of  the  Schelde. 

The  third  demand  was  ftiH  more  extraordinary;  being  nolfefs  than  a  free  navigation- 
and  uninterrupted  commerce  to  and  in  both  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  This  was  in 
fact  claiming  a  moiety  of  all  the-bencfits  which  the  Dutch  derived  from  their  colonies  in 
the  New  World,  and  their  conquefts  andfettlements  in  the  Eaft ;  a  requifition  which, 
taken  in  its  full  extent,  would  have  reached  to  their  monopoly  of  the  Spice  Iflands,  and' 
even  to  their  trade  in  Japan,  if  that  fierce  and  haughty  people  had  not  rendered  all  fpe» 
culation-andadYenture  upon. their,  forbidden  coafts  impracticable. 
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The  ftates  of  Holland  infifted,  that  feveral  of  the  emperor's  demands  were  in  direfr 
contravention  of  the  mod  folemn  treaties.  That  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  concluded 
on  the  thirteenth  of  January,  in  the  year  1648,  with  his  predeceflbr,  Philip  the  Fourth 
of  Spain,  duke  of  Burgundy  and  Brabant,  and  earl  of  Flanders,  that  prince,  befides  ac- 
knowledging, in  the  fulleft  manner,  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
confirmed  to  them  all  fuch  poffeffions  as  they  already  held,  and  fuch.  barrier  towns  and 
forts  as  were  then  affigned,  but  renounced,  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  for  ever,  all 
claim  and  title  to  any  fuch  as  they  might  hereafter,  without  infra&ion  of  that  treaty, 
acquire,  by  conqueft  or  otherwife:  that  by  the  fame  treaty,  he  not  only  irrevocably  con- 
firmed the  charters  and  rights  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  and  Weft  India  companies,  but  ren- 
dered himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  the  perpetual  guarantees  of  their  commerce  in  both 
parts  of  the  world  :  that,  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  fame  treaty,  it  was  farther  provided,, 
that  the  faid  king's  own  fubjefts  fhould  be  reftri£ted  to  continue  their  navigation  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto  exercifcd  it,  and  fhould,  on 
no  account  whatever,  be  permitted  to  extend  k  beyond  thofe  limits: — that,  by  the  four- 
teenth article  of  the  faid  treaty,  it  was  exprefsly  ftipulated,  that  the  Weftem  or  Lower 
Schelde,  the  canal  of  Sas,  the  Swin,  and  other  mouths  of  the  fea  bordering  upon  them, 
fhould  be  kept  clofed  on  the  fide  belonging  to  the  States. 

They  maintained,  that  the  treaty  of  Munfter  had  been  recognized  and  confirmed,  and: 
the  rights  of  the  States  fortified  3nd  enlarged,  by  a  number  of  fubfequent  treaties.  That, 
by  the  barrier  treaty,  concluded  in  17 15,  between  the  emperor,  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  the  Republic,  the  former  ceded  certain  territories- therein  fpecified  to  the  latter,, 
in  full  and  complete  fovereignty,  for  the  fecurity  and  better  exercife  of  their  fovereignty 
and  rights  on  the  Lower  Schelde,  and  for  facilitating  their  communications  between  Bra- 
bant and  Dutch  Flanders; — That  the  faid  ceffion  was  formally  repeated  and  confirmed, 
and  a  fmall  farther  addition  of  territory  ceded,  for  the  fame  exprefs  purpofe,  in  the  con- 
vention which  was  concluded  between  the  fame  three  powers,  in  the  year  1.718. 

That,. with  refpedi  to  their  commercial  rights,  the  fame  emperor  Charles  the  Sixth, 
having,  in  derogation  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  adopted  the  well-known  projecYof  ef- 
tablifhing  a  company  to. trade  from  Oftendto  India,  that  prince,  notwithftanding,  found- 
it  neceflary,  after  it  had  been  carried  on. for  fome  years,  to  relinquish  the  defign,  and  to> 
diflblve  the  company.     For,  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna, .concluded  in    173?,  between   the: 
emperor  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  to  which  the  States- General  became  parties  by 
an  a&of  concurrence,  the  former  was  bound  to  abolifh  the  faid  commerce  and  company, 
for  even  And,  with  refpe£l  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  faid  adtof  concurrence  ftates,  on  the 
part  of  the  Dutch,    ««  That  they  will  conform  with  good  faith  to  the  regulations  eftab- 
*'  lifhed  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  in  every  thing  that  is  therein  ftipulated  with-  refpectv 
"  to.  the. commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Weft  Indies." 

It: 
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h  was  firongly  urged,  that  the  rights  of  the  Republic,  and  particularly  her  exclufive 
Sovereignty  of  the  Schclde,  had  been  confirmed  and  guaranteed  to  her  by  all  the  treaties 
which  fecure  the  political  exiftence  of  Europe:  that  it  was  now  near  one  hundred  and 
forty  years  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  during  all  which  long  period 
fliehad  holden,  unclaimed  and  unqucftioned,  the  exclufive  navigation  of  that  river:  but 
that  it  was  no  new  claim  nor  novel  exercife  of  fovereignty  or  right,  even  at  that  very 
time  ,  for  that  the  river  had  been  equally  fhut  up,  ever  fiiice  the  reduction  of  Antwerp, 
by  the  duke  of  Parma,  in  the  year  1585  :  that,  therefore,  fuppofing  the  treaty  of  Mun- 
fter had  contained  no  fpecific  article  whatever  upon  that  fubject,  yet  the  very  omiffion, 
in  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  importance,  and  the  acquiefccnce  in  a  meafure  fo  long  and  fo 
notorioufly  eftablifhed,  muft  have  been  confidcred  by  all  mankind  as  a  full  acknowledg- 
ment and  confirmation  of  the  right.  Nor  did  this  exclufive  right  and  benefit,  already 
pofTeiled,  and  thus  legalized  and  confirmed,  want  the  fanction  ot  a  fair  and  full  compen- 
fation  in  its  purchafe  ;  for  it  was  a  part  of  the  price  paid  by  Spain  for  the  prefervation  of 
thofe  very  Netherlands,  which  are  now  holden  by  the  emperor,  the  claims  on  which 
.would  never  otherwile  have  been  relinquiflied  by  the  States  of  Holland  ;  claims,  to  the 
eftabhfhment  of  which  they  were,  both  then  and  after,  fully  competent. 

They  farther  infifted,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  Schelde  was  far  from  being  merely  a 
matter  of  commerce,  as  it  was  pretended  :  the  queftion  of  opening  that  river  was  much 
more  of  a  political  than  of  a  commercial  nature.  Things  had  undergone  fuch  changes, 
and  the  circumftances  of  commerce  were  fo  totally  altered,  that  Antwerp  was  not  now 
capable  of  becoming  an  object  of  jealoufy  or  envy:  but  the  opening  of  the  Schelde 
would  be  opening  the  gates  of  a  broad  and  great  road,  into  the  very  heart  of  their  domi- 
nions ;  it  would  be  laying  the  inmoft  recefTes,  and  the  vital  fources  of  the  ftate,  open  and 
expofed  ;  and  would  at  once  include,  not  only  the  immediate  fecurity,  but  the  inde- 
pendence and  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Republic. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  anfwered,  on  the  part  of  the  emperor,  that  the  States  had 
been  guilty  of  fo  many  infractions  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  in  all  thofe  parts  of  it 
which  fecured  the  rights,  or  were  in  any  degree  advantageous  to  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, that  they  had  thereby  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  performance  of  thofe  ftipulations 
which  were  in  their  own  favour.  That  he  found  himfelf,  therefore,  both  in  reafon  and 
equity,  perfectly  nbfolved  from  paying  any  regard  to  thofe  provifions  on  which  they  now 
wifhed  fo  much  to  infift.  That  they,  however,  ftrained  the  meaning  (as  they  did  in  all 
fimilar  cafes}  to  their  own  advantage,  of  that  article  in  the -treaty  of  Munfter  which 
related  to  the  Schelde,  and  which  by  no  means  conveyed  that  fovereignty  and  exclufive 
right  that  they  pretended.  But  if  every  thing  they  advanced  upon  that  or  any  other 
ground  of  treaty  had  been  even  admitted,  ftill  the  fliameful  yoke  which  had  been  im- 
pofed  upon  the  Netherlands  was  too  unnatural  and  too  degrading  to  be  lafting  ;  nor  could 
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it,  from  thefecircumftances,  be  any  longer  poflibly  endured,  than  while  abfolute  neceC 
fity,  arifing  from  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  public  affairs,  rendered  a  fubmiffion  to  it 
inevitable. 

All  Europe  was  much  interested  in  this  Subject,  and  the  fent'rments  and  opinions  of 
mankind  have  Seldom  been  fo  much  divided  upon  a  queftion  of  a  nature  fo  fimple  and 
confined  as  the  navigation  of  a  river.  The  grounds  of  argument  in  fupport  of  the  em- 
peror's claim  were  very  fpecious,  and  capable  of  being  dreffed  in  fo  plaufive  a  guife,  and 
of  putting  on  appearances  fo  interesting  and  engaging,  that  they  were  admirably  calcu- 
lated for  feducing  the  opinions  of  the  generality  of  mankind  ;  who,  taking  only  a  tran- 
sient view  of  the  fubjecl:,  were  influenced  more  by  fentiment  than  by  any  attention  to 
queftions  of  ftate  or  policy  in  their  decisions- 

The  bare  relation  of  the  act,  that  an  ancient  and  refpedtable  people,  who  had  been- 
long  renowned  for  their  induftry,  and  celebrated  for  their  fpirit  and  commercial  enter- 
prize,  had  been  reduced  to  ruin  and  beggary,  by  the  deprivation  of  their  natural  right  to 
the  navigation  and  benefits  of  a  river  which  runs  through  their  territories,  feemed  at 
once  fufficient  to  decide  the  queflion  in  the  minds  of  the  hearers,  and  to  unite  them  in  a 
general  reprobation  of  fo  flagrant  an  injuftice.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  the  deliverance 
of  a  people  from  fo  cruel  a  mark  of  bondage,  and  the  reftitution  of  their  natural  rights 
and  former  happinefs,  feemed  an  atchievement  fo  glorious,  as  to  be  worthy  and  charac- 
teristic of  a  hero.  The  former  greatnefs,  fplendour,  and  opulence  of  Antwerp,  were 
artfully  dwelt  upon,  by  way  of  appeal  to  the  paflions  ;  and,  with  more  effect  than  either 
truth  or  juftice,  its  decline  was  attributed  entirely  to  this  odious  meafure,  to  which  the 
Dutch  were  faid  to  be  prompted  by  their  jealoufy-  and  avarice,  in  order  to  monopolize  all 
commerce,  and  that  Amfterdam  in  particular  might  rife  to  greatnefs  upon  her  ruins. 
"With  an  equal  view  to  the  paflions,  and  with  flill  lefs  truth  or  juftice,  the  Schelde  was 
magnificently  reprefented  as  the  fineft  river  in  Europe,  as  if  its  beauty  could  poflibly  af- 
fect the  queftions  of  right,  or  of  political  neceSSity.  It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
general  and  eftablifhed  character  of  avidity  attributed  to  the  Dutch,  with  the  harfli,  ar- 
bitrary, and  monopolizing  fpirit  which  they  had  ever  difplayed  in  commercial  concerns, 
could  not  but  operate. greatly  to  their  disadvantage  upon  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of 
mankind. 

The  States,  however,  had  many  Strong  arguments  to  urge,  and  many  authenticated 
facts  to  oppofe  to  representations  plaufive  and  artful,  or  to  opinions  refulting  from  preju- 
dice, and  haftily  adopted.  It  was  faid — and  jujlly  faid — to  be  abfurd,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  and  of  the  world,  to  recur  to  what  was  called  natural  rights,  in  order  to  over- 
throw thofe  fpecial  compacts  between  men,  and  thofe  political  conventions  between 
Slates,  which  form,  the  bafts  and  conftitute  the  Security  of  all  property,  whether  public  or 
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private.  What  a  pi&ure  would  Europe  exhibit,  if  all  its  powers  were  now  obliged  to 
recur  to  original  principles,  and  to  the  laws  of  nature,  and  to  relinquifh  all  thofe  poflef- 
fions  which  fraud  or  force,  war  or  treaty,  through  the  revolution  of  a  long  feries  of  ages, 
had  enabled  them  to  acquire  !  Such  a  meafure  would  effect  a  total  diflblution  of  all  the 
bands  by  which  mankind  are  united  ^  throwing  them  back  again  into  a  ftate  of  favage 
nature,  and  rendering  the  world  a  dreadful  fcene  of  endlefs  confufion — a  wild  chaos  of 
■univarfal  diforder ! 

But  it  was  denied  that  the  mere  palling  of  a  river,  in  its  inland  courfe,  through  fomc 
part  of  a,prince's  territory,  conftituted  any  fuch  natural  right,  when  its  opening  to  the 
fea  was  in  poffeflion  of  another  power.  At  once,  however,  to  contravert  all  the  pathe- 
tic declamation  employed  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  infilled,  that  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Schelde,  which  paffed  within  the  dominions  of  Hol- 
land, was  entirely  artificial ;  that  it  was  formed  by,  and  owed  its  exiftence  to,  the  hands 
of  Dutchmen;  that  its  banks  were  the  produce  of  ages  of  unintermitted  labour;  and 
that  they  were  ftill  maintained  by  great  and  continual  labour  and  expence.  That  if  it 
had  not  been  for  thofe  {landing  monuments  of  Dutch  enterprize,  thofe  admirable  dykes 
which  excite  the  aitonifhment  of  mankind,  the  waters  of  the  Schelde,  ftagnating  in 
fhallow  lakes  and  immenfe  marfhes,  had  never  reached  the  fea  in  any  diftincl  or  fuffi- 
cient  portion  for  the  purpofes  of  navigation.  That  the  Lower  Schelde  being  thus  ori- 
ginally made  and  ftill  preferved  by  Dutchmen,  as  they  had  before  created  and  ftill  pre- 
served the  two  provinces  of  Holland  and  Friefland,  fo  it  was  equally  their  own  property. 
That  as  it  could  not  even  be  imagined,  that  thefe  immenfe  labours  were  intended  for  the 
ufe  of  others,  fo  their  benefits,  as  well  as  the  ftupendous  works  themfelves,  muft  be  con- 
fidered,  upon  every  principle  of  natural  right,  of  law,  andof  juftice,  as  their  own  exclu- 
sive property,  independent  of  all  treaties  whatever. 

'In  anfwer  to  the  tragical  reprefentations,  by  which  the  degradation  and  fall  of  Ant- 
werp from  its  ancient  fplendour  and  greatnefs  were  afcribed  to  the  avarice  and  defpotifm, 
of  the  Dutch,  particularly  in  the  meafure  of  (hutting  up  the  Schelde,  it  was  obferved, 
.that  the  departure  of  foreign  commerce  from  that  city  had  originated  in  various  well- 
known  caufes,  many  of  them  antecedent  to,  and  all  of  them  differing  widely  from  the 
only  one  which  was  now  affigned.  Antwerp  had  experienced  a  rapid  decline  for  more 
than  a  century  before  the  commencement  of  the  troubles  and-wars  in  the  Netherlands. 
Commerce  had  branched  out  into  other  channels ;  and  Amflerdam,  though  long  before 
confuierable,  had,  within  that  period,  from  its  fuperior  advantages,  and  other  concurring 
caufes,  rifen  to  be  *hc  iirft  commercial  city  in  Europe.  Antwerp,  however,  continued 
great  and  opulent,  and,  notwithftand'mg  the  loffes  it  fuftained  by  its  memorable  fiege, 
would  have  been  ftill  confuierable,  if  its  ruin  had  not  been  effected  by  the  fame  caufes 
and  means  which  fpread  defolation  throughout  Bruges,  and  other  great  .cities  of  the 
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Netherlands.  The  merchants  and  manufacturers  were  compelled,  by  the  defpotifm,  cru- 
elty, and  religious  perfecution  of  the  Spaniards,  to  abandon  them  all,  and  to  carry  their 
commerce  and  their  arts  into  other  countries.  It  was  obferved,  as  a  curious  circumftance, 
with  refpedr,  to  this  fubjedt,  that  Spain,  the  fovereign  of  Antwerp,  had  been  no  lefs  in- 
terefted  than  Holland,  in  the  meafure  of  {hutting  up  the  Schelde;  for  that,  as  the  cele- 
brated ftatefman  John  de  Witt  fays  in  his  Memoirs,  the  greatnefs  and  opulence  of  that: 
city  were  incompatible  with  the  views  of  Spanifh  defpotifm. 

The  real  caufc,  however,  of  their  claim,  at  the  demand  of  opening  the  Schelde,  was 
ftudioufly  and  wifely  concealed  by  the  States.  The  different  branches  of  that  river  in- 
terfedted  their  dominions  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  eftablilhed  fuch  an  open  communication 
with  their  other  numerous  wafers,  that  their  harbours,  clocks,  naval  arfcnals,  many  of 
their  principal  cities,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  whole  interior  of  their  country,  would 
be  open  and  expofed  to  the  poffeffor  of  the  Schelde;  fo  that  their  very  exigence  ever 
after  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  fuch  an  inmate  ;  and  they  muft  fooner  or  later  expe£t,  and 
conftantly  live  under  the  dreadful  apprehenflon  of  falling  a  facrifice  to  ambition,  revenge, 
or  even  caprice. 

The  ted  of  war  or  peace,  announced  by  the  emperor,  without  waiting  the  refult  of  the 
negotiations  which  had  been  opened  at  Bruffels,  or  regarding  the  mediation  of  France, 
was  now  to  be  put  to  the  iffue;  although  the  ftates,  as  a  proof  of  their  moderation  and 
conciliatory  difpofition,  had  removed  the  obnoxious  guardfhip  at  Lillo,  and  had  even 
rejected  the  propofal  of  repairing  the  fortifications  of  Macftricht — a  fortrefs  to  which 
the  emperor  had  preferred  a  claim — left  its  adoption  at  fuch  a  fealon  fhould  give  umbrage 
to  that  prince.  The  empeior  had,  however,  previoufly  offered  to  remit  the  greater  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  his  other  pretenfions,  upon  the  condition  of  opening  thf  Schelde, 
in  the  manner  which  he  had  prefcribed,  foas  that  the  navigation  might  be  entirely  free  and 
unlimited  as  in  the  open  lias,  and  no  claim  norexercife  of  fovereignty  pretended.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  flares  relaxed  fo  far  in  this  matter,  as  to  offer  a  limited  navigation  on  it, 
fubjecSt.  to  certain  reftridtions,  and  confined  to  his  fubjedts  in  the  Netherlands. 

Alike  deaf  to  the  arguments  and  to  the  propofals  of  the  States,  the  emperor  directed  a 
brig  to  proceed  down  the  Schelde  from  Antwerp  to  the  fea,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  con- 
firmed the  threat  of  his  minifter,  by  declaring,  that  he  would  confider  the  firffc  infult  of- 
fered to  his  flag,  on  this  occafion,  as  an  a&  of  formal  hoftility,  and  a  declaration  of  war, 
on  the  part  of  the  republic;  the  brig  was  however  flopped  by  the  Dutch  naval  officer; 
on  the  Auftrian  commander  refuming  his  courfe,  fome  fliot,  though  without  any  fatal 
confequence  to  the  crew,  compelled  him  to  defilt,  ;  and  he  was  detained  for  fome  days  by 
the  Dutch  admiral  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schelde. 

O  Every 
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Everything  now  tended  to  an  immediate  rupture;  the  Imperial  ambafTador  was  re- 
called from  the  Hague  ;  the  negotiations  at  Bruifels  were  broken  up;  the  troops  in  the 
Netherlands  were  ordered  to  be  encreafed  to  feventy-fix  thoufand  men,  and  immenfe 
trains  of  artillery,  and  all  the  other  apparatus  of  war  were  put  in  motion.  The  repub- 
lic alarmed  at  thefe  threatening  appearances,  redoubled  their  felicitations  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles  ;  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  having  been  difmilfed  through  the  efforts  of  the 
faction  hoftile  to  the  ftadtholder,  the  States  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  applying  to 
France  for  a  general,  whole  abilities  and  experience  might  enable  him  to  conduct  their 
arms  with  effect  in  the  war  they  expected  ;  and  Lewis  deputed  to  this  fcrvice  the  count 
de  Maillebois,  an  officer  of  approved  talents,  who  had  ferved  with  diftincYion  in  the  late 
reign,  but  whofe  jealoufy  of  marefchal  d'Etrees,  in  the  laft  German  war,  had  hurried  him 
into  intrigues,  which  had  drawn  upon  him  a  fevere  cenfure  from  the  tribunal  of  the 
marcfchals  of  France. 

In  the  mean  time,  nothing  was  left  untried,  either  by  the  States  or  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles, in  their  endeavours  to  divert  the  approaching  ftorm.  The  former  renewed  their 
pacific  propofals  ;  and  the  latter  began  to  ule  the  ferious  language  of  exhortation  with 
the  emperor.  It  was  obferved  in  a  memorial,  prefented  on  this  occafion,  that  the  fin- 
cere  friendfhip  which  attached  the  king  to  the  emperor,  combined  with  his  wilhes  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  tranquillity,  rendered  it  a  duty  in  him  to  come  to  an  explana- 
tion with  refpedf  to  the  prefent  diiputes:  that  while,  at  the  felicitation  of  both  parties, 
he  had  employed  bis  good  offices  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  a  reconciliation,  he  had 
carefully  abflained  from  giving  any  opinion  on  the  foundation  of  the  emperor's  firft  pre- 
tenfions  ;  a  filence,  the  obfervance  of  which  he  ftill  prefcribed  to  himfelf  ;  but  his  con- 
cern for  the  glory  of  the  emperor  authorized  him  to  obferve,  that  his  firft  pretenfions, 
and  the  demand  for  opening  the  Schelde,  could  not  be  confidered  under  the  fame  point  of 
view: — that  the  Dutch,  in  refilling  a  compliance  with  that  demand,  only  fupported  a 
right  which  was  fecured  to  them  by  folemn  treaty,  and  which  they  looked  upon  as  the 
bafis  of  their  profperity,  and  even  exiftence.  It  feemed  to  be  inferred  from  this  reafen- 
ing,  without  an  abfolute  decifion  in  terms,  that  the  affair  on  the  Schelde  by  no  means 
warranted  the  breaking  off  the  negociations,  any  more  than  the  fubfequent  proceedings; 
and  if  the  claim  itfelf  were  not  ablolutely  condemned,  it  was  confidered  as  having  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  bufinefs  at  Bruifels;  from  all  which  a  renewal  of  the  negociations 
was  ftrongly  recommended,  and  even  prelfed. 

The  memorial  then  ftated,  that  by  purfuing  an  oppofite  conduct,  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended that  the  emperor  would  excite  a  general  uneafinefs,  and  that  other  powers  would 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  adopt  fuch  precautions,  and  enforce  fuch  meafures  as  circum- 
ftances  and  events  might  require  :  that  the  king  himfelf  muff,  in  that  cafe,  be  under  the 
neccfiity  of  alfembling  troops  on  his  frontiers  :  that  he  could  not  by  any  means  be  indif- 
ferent 
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ferent  to  the  fate  of  the  United  Provinces,  nor  fee  them  attacked  by  open  force  in  their 
rights  and  pofTeffions  :  more  efpecially  at  the  prefent  time,  when  he  was  on  the  point  of 
concluding  an  alliance  with  the  republic,  the  fundamental  articles  of  which  had  been  fet- 
tled before  thefe  differences  commenced : — that  if,  moved  by  confiderations  of  fuch  great 
importance,  the  emperor  could  be  induced  to  fufpend  all  marks  of  hoftility  and  liften  to 
the  voice  of  moderation  and  humanity,  the  king  renewed  the  offer  of  his  mediation  to 
procure  an  equitable  and  fuitable  accommodation,  which  he  would  the  more  zealoufl  y  en- 
deavour to  obtain,  as  in  fo  doing  he  fhould  obey  the  dictates  of  his  perfonal  fentimen  s 
with  regard  to  the  emperor,  and  would  thereby  have  the  fatisfadtion  to  concur  in  extin- 
guifliing,  in  its  firft  feeds,  a  war,  the  confequences  of  which  no  human  fagacity  could 
calculate. 

But  the  expoftulations  and  remonftrances  of  France  were  incapable  of  fubduing  the 
inflexibility  of  the  emperor,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Schelde.  He  exprefTed,  indeed,  his 
willingnefs  to  accept  the  mediation  of  that  power  upon  all  other  points  of  difference, 
and  accordingly  to  confent  to  the  renewal  of  the  negotiations  limited  to  thofe  objects  ; 
but  the  free  navigation  of  that  river  he  confidered  as  a  right  fo  incontrovertible,  that  it 
was  not  even  to  become  the  fubjedl:  of  difcuflion.  Lewis,  therefore,  was  compelled  to 
have  recourfe  to  other  means  for  extricating  his  ally  from  the  difficulty  in  which  {he 
was  involved. 

France,  independent  of  her  new  connections  with  Holland,  could  not,  without  vio- 
lating thofe  principles  of  policy  of  which  intereit  dictated  the  ftriclefl  obfervance,  be- 
hold the  ruin  of  one  neighbour,  not  fufficiently  powerful  to  excite  her  apprehenfions, 
and  the  confequent  aggrandizement  of  another,  already  too  formidable.  Thefe  confide- 
rations feem  to  have  weighed  with  the  court  as  well  as  with  the  nation  ;  although  the 
ties  of  affinity  between  the  two  monarchs  induced  the  former  to  ufe  the  moft  conciliatory 
meafures,  and  to  endeavour,  as  far  it  could  be  clone  confidently  with  reafon  and  policy, 
to  avoid  proceeding  to  extremities;  but  fhewing  a  full  determination  as  to  the  part 
which  they  would  take,  if  the  emperor's  obflinacy  fhould  render  that  iflue  unavoidable. 
The  meafures  purfued  were  accordingly  in  exaft  conformity  to  this  mode  of  thinking, 
and  intention  of  acSting.  More  than  half  the  Handing  forces  of  France  had  been  early 
put  into  quarters  upon  the  borders  of  Alface,  Lorraine,  and  the  Netherlands;  and  as 
things  feemed  to  ripen  to  an  iflue,  and  appearances  became  more  hoftile  on  the  other 
fide,  orders  were  given,  and  meafures  taken,  to  prepare  for  forming,  in  the  enfuing  fum- 
mer,  two  camps  in  Flanders;  one  of  them  of  eighty  thou  land  men,  in  the  celebrated 
plains  of  Lens,  which  had  been  rendered  memorable  by  one  of  the  fplendid  victories  of 
the  Great  Conde. 

The   nation,    in  general,  evinced  an  earneft  defire  to  engage  in  a  war,  not  fo  much 
from  their  reftlefs  temper  or  military  difpofition,  as  from  the  great  and  tempting  national 
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object  of  annexing  the  Auftrian  Low  Countries  to  their  monarchy;  anacquifition  which, 
in  the  event  of  hoftilities,  they  confulered  as  certain.  France  had  already  fnch  a  fore- 
tafte  of  the  fweets  which  were  to  be  derived  from  thofe  rich  and  fertile  provinces,  as  was 
fufficient  not  only  to  provoke  her  appetite,  but  to  excite  a  conftant  defire  for  their  per- 
manent poffeflion.  During  the  time  that  fhe  had  holden  the  Netherlands,,  in  the  war  of 
1744,  fhe  had  drawn,  by  taxes  and  contributions,  from  thefe  provinces,  above  two  mil- 
lions ftcrling  a  year.  It  cannot,  then,  excite  wonder,  that  fhe  mould  caft  a  wi/hful  eye 
at  fo  fair  and  tempting  an  obje&,  which  was  juft  within  her  grafp  ;  and  which  nature, 
fituation,  and,  at  this  particular  time,  a  train  of  concurrent  circumftanccs,  as  extraordi- 
nary as  they  were  unexpected,  feemed  to  deftine  to  her  poffeflion. 

It  is  fingular  that  while  the  emperor  was  engaged  in  a  fcheme  of  fuch  importance 
as  to  fanction  the  fuppofition  that  it  mult  neceffarily  engrofs  the  whole  of  his  attention, 
his  mind  mould  have  been  bent,  at  the  fame  time,  on  the  accompli fhment  of  other  ob- 
jects of  almoft  equal  magnitude;  nor  is  it  lefs  fingular  that,  at  a  period  when  it  was  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  to  his  views  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  his  fubjedts,  and  to 
court  the  friendship  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  he  mould  embark  in  projects  calculated 
to  alienate  the  efteem  of  the  one,  and  to  provoke  the  refentment  of  the  other.  With  a 
degree  of  levity  that  materially  affected  his  reputation  as  a  politician,  he  opened  a  new 
iburce  of  jealoufy  and  difcord  in  Germany,  by  meditating  to  exchange  for  the  duchy  of 
Bavaria  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  ;  thofe  very  Netherlands,  upon  whofe  account  he  feem- 
ed on  the  point  of  encountering  all  the  haza^  of  a  war,  the  confequences  of  which,  as 
had  been  ftrongly  urged  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  could  not  even  be  calculated.  By 
a  fyftem  of  conduct  equally  impolitic,  and  ftill  more  unjuft;  by  continual  innovations 
in  all  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  internal  government  ;  by  injudicious  and  arbitrary  in- 
fringements in  the  civil  and  religious  inftitutions  of  Hungary,  he  excited  the  difcontent 
of  the  fierce,  but  loyal,  inhabitants  of  that  valuable  part  of  his  dominions  ;  and  forced 
into  actual  rebellion  thofe  brave  Hungarians  who  had  fignalized  their  zeal,  their  patrio- 
tifm,  and  their  loyalty,  by  ftanding  forth,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  as  the  protectors  of  his 
infancy,  and  the  guardians  of  his  mother's  rights. 

While  the  ftorm  of  war  was  thus  unexpectedly  turned  from  the  Schelde,  the  republic 
of  Holland  had  leifure  to  recover  from  its  firit  furprize,  and  feduloufly  feized  the  un- 
hoped for  opportunity  of  providing  effectually  at  home  for  the  worft  that  might  happen, 
and  of  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ward  off  the  evil'  and  danger  by  an  accom- 
modation. France  was,  however,  her  fhield  of  defence  ;  and  through  the  ability  and 
firmnefs  of  the  count  de  Vergennes,  the  republic  could  not  have  had  a  more  effectual 
fecurity. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  queen  of  France  fhould  not  be  deeply  affected  by  a  conteft, 
which  foclofely  involved  her  neareft  and  deareft  connections,  and  threatened  fo  immediate 
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and  perhaps  Irreparable  a  breach  of  the  harmony  and  friendfhip  fuhfifting  between  them. 
It  was  faid,  that  on  the  morning  of  a  day  upon  which  a  grand  council  was  to  be  holden, 
the  refult  of  which,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  be  conclufive,  with  refpe£r  to  the  part  that 
France  fhould  take,  if  the  emperor  perfevered  in  pufhing  hisdefigns  againft  Holland  to 
the  laft  extremity,  that  princefs  took  an  opportunity  of  meeting  M.  de  Vergen- 
nes  on  his  way  to  the  council,  and,  with  a  countenance  deeply  expreffive  of  her  anxiety 
and  difmay,  faid,  fhe  hoped  he  would  not  on  that  day  forget  that  the  emperor  was  her 
brother  !  to  which  the  minifter  replied  that  he  certainly  fhould  not  ;  but  that  he  was 
bound  likewife  to  remember,  that  the  king  of  France  was  her  hufband,  and  the  dau- 
phin her  foil. 

The  interpofition  and  mediation  of  France  was  undoubtedly  much  facilitated  in  its 
effe£t,  by  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Germany,  and  by  the  rcfolute  conduct  of  the  Pruffian 
monarch,  who  ftrenuoufly  co-operated  with  the  court  of  Verfailles  in  refifting  the 
pretenfions  of  the  emperor.  The  inflexibility  of  Jofeph,  however,  was  not  eaii- 
ly  fubdued;  and  fo  many  difficulties  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  an  accommodation, 
that,  through  a  great  part  of  the  year  1785,  it  yet  feemed  very  doubtful  what  turn  af- 
fairs might  finally  take.  But,  at  length,  he  affumed  the  language  of  moderation,  and, 
having  granted  an  audience  to  the  Dutch  deputies,  told  thtm,  he  fhould  order  his  ambaf- 
fador  at  Paris  to  refume  the  negociations,  under  the  mediation  of  his  brother,  the  king  of 
France  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  a  fpeedy  conclufion  would  prevent  the  unhappy  oc- 
currences which  muft  be  the  unavoidable  confequence  of  a  farther  delay. 

The  addrefs  and  abilities  of  the  count  de  Vergennes  contributed  to  remove  every  ob- 
fhudtion,  and,  under  his  aufpices,  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  figncd  at  Paris, 
on  the  twentieth  of  September.  In  lefs  than  two  months  after  the  definitive  treaty  was 
finally  concluded,  and  figned  at  Fontainebleau  by  all  the  parties,  under  the  guarantee,  as 
well  as  mediation,  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty. 

The  treaty  of  Munftcr  was  laid  down  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefent,  and  its  ftipulations 
were  to  be  in  all  cafes  binding,  where  they  were  not  exprefsly  excepted  by  the  new 
claufes.  The  principal  articles  were — That  the  ftates  acknowledged  the  emperor's  ab- 
folute  and  independent  fovereignty  over  every  part  of  the  Schelde,  from  Antwerp  to  the 
limits  of  the  county  of  SafEngen,  conformably  to  a  line  drawn  in  1664  ;  they,  of 
courfe,  renouncing  the  right  of  levying  any  tax  or  impoft  on  that  part  of  the  river,  and 
binding  themfelves  not  to  interrupt,  in  any  manner,  the  commerce  or  navigation  of  his 
/ubje&s  thereon  :  that  the  reft  of  the  river,  beyond  thofe  limits  to  the  fea,  together  with 
the  canals  of  the  Sas,  the  Swin,  and  the  other  neighbouring  mouths  of  the  fea,  were  to 
continue  under  the  fovereignty  of  the  States-General,  conformably  to  the  treaty  of 
Munflcr.     That  the  States  Ihould  evacuate  and  demolifh  the  forts  of  Kruifchans  and 
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Fredrric  Henry,  and  cede  the  territories  to  his  Imperial  mnjefty.  That,  to  give  a  new 
proof  to  the  emperor  of  their  defire  to  eftablifhthe  moft  perfect  intelligence  between  the 
two  countries,  the  States, confented  to  evacuate,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  difcretion,  the  forts 
of  Lillo  and  of  Lietkenfhock,  with  the  fortifications,  in  their  prefent  condition; 
only  refcrving  to  themfelvcs  the  right  of  withdrawing  the  artillery  and  ammunition. 

The  States  alio  ftipulated  to  pay  his  Imperial  majefty  the  fum  of  nine  millions  and  a 
half  of  florins,  in-the  current  money  of  Holland,  in  lieu  of  all  his  rights  and  pretenfions 
on  Maeftricht  and  its  adjacent  territories  ;  and  half  a  million  more  as  an  indemnification  to 
his  fubjedts  for  the  damages  they  had  fuftained  from  the  inundations  when  the  dyke  near 
Lillo  had  been  broken  down  by  the  Dutch.  The  other  articles  went  to  feveral  renun- 
ciations of  claims  or  rights  on  both  fides  ;  to  mutual  ceffions  of  villages  or  diftricls  ;  to 
the  adjuftment  of  limits  ;  and  to  various  local  or  internal  regulations.  It  was  fettled 
that  no  forts  nor  batteries  fhould  in  future  be  raifed  within  cannon- fhot  of  the  limits  on 
either  fide  ;  and  that  thofe  already  conftrucled  (hculd  be  demolifhed.  All  pecuniary 
claims  or  debts  between  the  refpeclive  Hates  were  annulled  ;  and  the  contracting  parties 
were  bound  to  renounce,  without  any  refervation,  all  farther  pretenfions  that  either 
.might  have  again  ft  the  other. 

While  the  count  de  Vergennes  acquired  the  glory  of  having  brought  this  delicate  and 
important  affair  to  a  fuccefsful' termination,  he  was  equally  attentive  to  the  more  imme- 
diate intercfis  of  his  own  court.  Two  days  after  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  emperor 
and  Holland  had  been  figned,  a  new  treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  that  Republic 
was  likewife  concluded,  and,  on  Chrillmas-day  (  1785)  was  finally  ratified  ;  the  ftipu- 
lations  were  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from  the  gratitude  of  the  States,  and  the  addrefs 
of  the  court  of  Verfailles.  It  included  all  the  principles  which  can  ferve  to  bind  and 
cement,  in  the  clofeft  and  moft  indiffoluble  union  of  which  they  are  capable,  diftindt  na- 
tions under  diftinct  governments  ;  whereby  they  might  mutually  participate,  in  peace  or 
in  war,  of  good  or  of  evil ;  and  in  all  cafes  adminifter  the  moft  perfect  aid,  couniel,  and 
fuccour  to  each  other. 

Befides  the  general  ftipulations,  that  the  parties  fhould  contribute  every  thing  in  their 
power  for  mutual  fecurity,  and  for  their  refpeclive  prefervation  in  tranquillity,  peace,  and 
neutrality,  they  guaranteed  each  other  in  the  aclualpoffeffion  of  all  their  eftates,'  domains, 
franchifes,andlibcrties;and  mutually  bound  themfelves  to  protect  each  other  from  all  hoftile 
attacks  in  every  part  of  the  world.  If  their  united  good  offices  and  exertions  for  the  preferva- 
tion of  peace, with  refpect  to  either,  fhould  prove  ineffectual,  they  were  to  affift  each  other, 
by  fea  and  land,  in  the  following  proportions  ;  viz. — France  agreed  to  turnifh  Holland  with 
ten  thoufand  effective  infantry,  and  two  thoufand  cavalry,  with  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
iix  frigates;  and  their  High  Mightineffes,  in  cafe  of  a  marine  war,  or  that  France  fhould 
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be  attacked  by  fea,  confented  to  furnifh  fix  fhips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates;  and,  in 
the  event  of  an  inyafion  of  the  French  territory,  the  States-General  were  allowed  the 
option  of  furnifliing  their  land  contingent,  either  in  money  or  troops,  at  the  eftimate  of 
five  thoufand  infantry  and  one  thoufand  cavalry.  The  power  which  furnifhed  the  fuc- 
cours,  whether  in  fhips  or  men,  was  to  pay  and  fupport  them,  wherever  they  might  be 
employed,  or  for  whatever  time,  by  the  ally  ;  and  they  were  to  be  entirely  at  the  difpo- 
fal  of  the  latter,  being  immediately  fubjeiSl  to  their  own  chief,  but  in  all  operations  un- 
der the  commander  of  the  requiring  party,  and  while  the  auxiliaries  remained  in  the  ports- 
or  country  of  the  requiring  party,  they  were  to  be  fupplied  with  provifions  and  neceffaries 
upon  the  fame  terms  with  his  own  fhips  and  troops.  The  contracting  parties,  as  foon  as 
either  of  them  fhould  have  furnifhed  the  ftipulated  fupply,  were  bound  to  keep  an 
equal  number  of  fhips  and  frigates  armed  and  in  conftant  readinefs,  to  replace  fuch  as 
might  be  loft  by  the  accidents  of  war  or  fea.  If  the  ftipulated  fuccours  fhould  prove  in- 
fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  requiring  party,  or  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  pro- 
per peace,  they  were  to  be  augmented  as  neceffity  might  require  ,  it  was  even  ftipulated 
that  they  fhould  affift  each  other  with  all  their  forces,  if  neceffary  ;  it  being,  however, 
agreed,  that  the  contingent  of  troops  to  be  furnifhed  by  the  ftatts-general  fhould  not 
exceed  twenty  thoufand  infantry,  and  four  thoufand  cavalry,  and  that  they  were,  in 
all  cafes,  to  preferve  the  option  of  furnifliing  money  in  the  place  of  land-forces. 

It  was  agreed,  that,  in  the  cafe  of  a  naval  war,  in  which  neither  of  the  parties 
fhould  be  direcElly  concerned,  they  fhould  mutually  guarantee  to  each  other  the  liberty 
of  the  feas  6cc:  that  if  either  party  were  engaged  in  a  war,  in  which  the  other  fhould 
be  obliged  to  take  a  direct  part,  they  fhould  concert  together  the  mo  ft  effectual  means  of 
annoying  the  enemy,  and  of  obliging  hiuvto  make  peace  ;  and  neither  ofthemjhould  have 
power  to  difarm,  to  make  or  receive  propofals  of  peace  or  truce,  without  the  confent  of  the 
other  ;  and  that  if  a  negotiation  fhould  be  opened,  it  fhould  not  be  begun  and  followed 
by  either  of  the  parties,  without  the  participation  of  the  ether  ;  and  they  fhould  make 
each  other  acquainted  with  every  thing  that  paffed  in  the  faid  negociation.  They  were 
mutually  bound  to  keep  their  forces,  at  all  times,  in  good  condition,  and  either  party  had 
a  right  to  require  and  obtain  from  the  other  whatever  fatisfa&ion  it  might  think  neceffary 
refpecYing  the  ftate  of  its  military  force,  and  means  of  defence.  Both  parties  were  faith- 
fully to  communicate  to  each  other  thofe  engagements  which  fubfifted  between  them 
and  other  powers  of  Europe,  which  were  to  remain  in  flatu  quo  ;  and  they  promifed  not  to 
tontracl  any  future  alliance  or  engagement  whatever,  which Jhould  be  directly  or  indireclly  con- 
trary to  the  prefent  treaty. 

With  a  view  to  cement  the  union  of  the  two  powers  ftiil  more  flrongly,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  was  ftipulated,  by  which  the  fubje&s  on  either  fide  were  to  be  treated  and 
eonfidered  by  the  other  as  the  moft.  favoured  nation.     And  by  one  of  thefeparate  articles 
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of  the  prefent  treat/,  it  was  ftipulatcd  that  both  parties  fhould,  as  much  as  poffible, 
proinoie  their  mijual  profperity  and  advantage,  by  rendering  each  other  every  ajfijlance,  both 
in  counftl  and  fuccour,  upon  all  octafions,  and  not  agree  to  any  treaties  or  negotiations  which 
might  be  detrimental  to  each  other,  but  Jhould give  notice  of  any  fuch  nrgociations  £sY.  as  foon 
as  they  were  propofed.  As  the  parties  were  at  liberty  to  invoke  fuch  other  powers  as  they 
thought  ncceffi'iy  to  join  in  this  treaty,  it  was  evident,  that  Holland  might  be  confidered 
as  eventually  bound  to  become  a  party  to  the  Bourbon  family-compact,  in  its  full  extent. 

Thus,  by  the  fuccefsful  exertions  of  gallic  policy,  was  Holland,  after  fuffering,  for 
a  long  leries  of  vears,  all  that  the  ravages  of  war,  and  the  deflrucTive  hand  of  defla- 
tion, guided  by  the  infatiate  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Bouibon,  could  inflict,  now  con- 
verted into  the  firm  ally  of  that  very  power,  in  oppofition  to  whofe  daring  encroachments 
file  had  formerly  inuzed  the  moft  formidable  kingdoms  of  Europe  to  arms  :  and  thus, 
were  thofe  lyllems  of  policy,  which  for  two  centuries  had  been  preferved  by  the  mari- 
time power*,  and  all  the  confequent  treaties,  and  ties  of  union,  founded  on  principles 
$hat  fcemed  peculiarly  calculated  to  anfwer  their  duration,  and  formed  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  balance  of  power,  fo  eflentiai  to  the  political  welfare  of  Europe,  and  at  once 
abrogated  and  diffolved  ;  while  France,  having  aflerted  the  independence  of  America 
againft  Great  Britain  ;  having  refcued  the  ftates-general  from  the  unjufr.  attempts  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  and  having  changed  an  ancient  and  formidable  foe  into  an  ufeful  friend, 
appeared  to  have  attained  that  influence  over  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  which,  of  late 
years,  (he  had  heen  but  little  accuftomed. 

But  this  influence  was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  difficulties  and  embaraflments 
(he  had  incurred  by  her  efforts  to  procure  it — efforts  difproportioned  to  her  power,  and 
pregnant  with  confequences  fatal  to  her  profperity.  Monfieur  de  Fleury,  the  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  Neckar  had  retired  from  the  management  of  the  finances,  in  the  year  eighty- 
three,  and  the  fubfequent  adminiftration  of  monfieur  D'Ormefon  had  expired  before  the 
completion  of  the  year  that  gave  birth  to  it.  On  his  retreat  monfieur  de  Calonne,  who 
had  fucceffively  filled,  with  acknowledged  reputation,  the  office  of  intendant  of  Metz, 
and  afterwards  of  the  provinces  of  Flanders  and  Artois,  where  the  urbanity  of  his  man- 
ners and  ftrict  attention  to  an  impartial  adminiftration  of  juflice,  had  rendered  him 
an  objedt  of  univerfal  efteem,  was  nominated  to  the  vacant  poft  of  comptroller-general. 
But  his  numerous  accomplifhments  and  good  qualities,  though  they  procured  him  the  fa- 
vour of  his  fovereign,  proved  inadequate  to  fecure  in  his  new  (ration,  that  popularity 
which  had  invariably  accompanied  him  in  all  the  offices  he  had  hitherto  holden;  and 
was  neceffary  to  prevent  thofe  murmurs,  which  a  repetition  of  loans  was  calculated  to 
excite. 

The  firft  operations  of  this  minifter  had,  however,  extorted  the  general  approbation  ; 
And  the  caiffe  d'Ecompte,  which  had  flopped  payment  fome  few  weeks  before  he  was  called 
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to  the  head  of  the  finances,  was  indebted  to  his  bold  and  judicious  exertions  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  its  credit.  Heflill  merited  a  higher  degree  of  applaufe  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Caifled'Amortiflement,  or  finking  fund, which  was  formed  on  a  fimple  and  judicious  plan; 
it  was  to  pay  annually,  by  government,  into  the  hands  of  a  board  fet  apart  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  the  entire  intereft  of  the  national  debts,  whether  in  flock,  or  annuities,  together 
with  an  additional  fum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  The  annuities 
that  would  be  extinguished  every  year  were  eftimated  at  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  and,  in 
that  proportion,  the  fum  fet  apart  for  the  redemption  of  the  national  debt,  would  annual- 
ly encreafe.  The  operation  of  this  new  fund  was  limited  to  the  term  of  twenty-five 
years,  and,  during  that  term,  the  annual  receipt  of  the  Caifle  d'Amortiffement  was  de- 
clared unalterable,  and  incapable  of  being  diverted  to  any  other  objedh 

From  the  difcuffion  of  thefe  new  regulations  of  finance,  the  public  attention  was  di- 
rected to  the  conduct  of  thofe  officers  who,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war,  had  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  naval  forces  of  France.  A  council  of  war,  which  had  been  commif- 
fioned  to  try  the  count  de  Grafle,  and  other  captains  of  the  fleet  defeated  by  admiral 
Rodney,  honourably  acquitted  the  commander,  with  the  majority  of  the  officers,  and 
{lightly  cenfured  a  few,  among  wliom  was  monfieur  Bougainville,  the  celebrated 
navigator. 

On  the  more  fuccefsful  courage  and  conduct  of  monfieur  de  Suffrein  the  moft  flatter- 
ing applaufe  was  beftowed.  All  ranks  and  orders  of  men  vied  with  each  other  in  marks  of 
gratitude  and  attachment  to  the  man  who  had  fo  nobly  fuftained  the  glory  of  the  French 
flag,  and  who  had  raifed  the  Teputation  of  his  countrymen  on  an  element  which  had  fo 
repeatedly  witnefled  their  defeat  and  difgrace.  The  queen  difplayed  at  once  the  fenfibi- 
lity  of  her  character  and  the  elegance  of  her  tafte,  by  the  delicate  compliment  fhe  paid  to 
this  diftinguifhed  commander :  introducing  him  to  the  dauphin,  then  in  his  fourth  year, 
fhe  added,  "  This  is  monfieur  de  Suffrein,  to  whom  we  are  under  the  greateft  obliga- 
*'  tions;  obferve  him  well,  and  remember  his  name,  it  is  one  of  the  firft  you  muft  learn 
*«  to  repeat,  in  order  that  you  may  never  forget  it." 

The  principal  meafure  which  marked  the  adminiftration  of  monfieur  de  Calonne,  dur- 
ing the  year  1785,  was  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Eaft-India  company,  in  lieu  of  that 
which  had  been  abolifhed  in  the  year  1773.  This  event  occafioned  great  murmurs 
among  the  people,  who,  from  the  encreafed  annual  importation  from  India,  fince  that 
trade  had  been  thrown  open,  had  adopted  the  idea  that  fuch  an  eftablifhment  would  prove 
prejudicial  to  their  interefts.  The  privilege  of  the  new  company  was  limited  to  fevea 
years,  but  with  the  fpecial  provifo,  that  any  years  of  war  which  might  occur  in  the  in- 
terim fhould  be  excluded  from  the  computation. 
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In  the  preamble  of  the  a£t,  by  wbich  the  fclieme  was  adoptefl,  it  was  affcrted,  «•  That 
"  the  commodities  of  Europe  not  having  been  regulated  by  any  common  Standard,  nor 
"  proportioned  to  the  demands  of  India,  had  on  the  one  hand  fold  at  a  low  price,  while  on 
«■  the  other  the  competition  of  the  fubjccls  of  France  had  raifed  the  price  of  the  objects  of 
'«  importation;  that,  upon  their  return  home,  a  want  of  fyftcm  and  aSTortment  had  been 
"  univerfally  complained  of, the  market  being  glutted  with  one  fpecies  of  goods, and  total- 
'«  ly  deftituteof  another  ;  that  thefe  defects  mult  neceSTarily  continue  as  long  as  the  trade 
"  remained  io  private  hands  ;  and  that,  on  thefe  accounts,  as  well  as  of  the  capital  re- 
*•  quired,  the  eflablifhment  of  a  new  company  wasabfolutely  necefTary." 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  reafons,  which  were  far  from  fatisfactory  to  the  mercantile  world, 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  arguments  of  the  preamble  were  no  more  applicable  to  the 
trade  of  India  than  to  any  other  trade  ;  and  that,  if  they  were  admitted  in  their  full 
force  and  extent,  they  were  calculated  to  annihilate  the  freedom  of  commerce.  A  provi- 
fion  in  the  act,  directing  that  the  prices  of  Eaft  India  goods  in  the  iflands  of  Mauritius 
and  Bourbon  fhould  be  regulated  by  a  tariff  to  be  fixed  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  excit- 
ed Still  louder  exclamations  of  difcontent :  in  this  inftance  it  was  Said  that  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  commerce  were  violated  in  a  manner  the  moft  wanton  and  abfurd;  in  Stead  of 
fuffering  it  to  find  its  own  level,  by  the  mutual  collifion  of  the  wants  of  one  party,  and 
the  labour  of  another,  it  was  arbitrarily  to  befafhioned  by  a  power,  whofe  extreme  diftance 
muft  naturally  render  its  decisions  ill-timed  and  inapplicable  :  the  very  mode  of  i  ntroducing 
the  monopoly  was  confidered  as  a  juft  fubjedt  of  complaint ;  it  was  determined  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  king  in  council,  inftead  of  afiuming  the  form  of  an  edi6t,  by  which  means 
it  was  exempted  from  thofe  comments  which  it  would  probably  have  experienced  from 
the  parliament,  at  the  moment  of  regiftration.  This  was  confidered,  by  the  difcon- 
tented,  as  a  clandeftine  and  furreptitious  proceeding,  excluding  the  parties  to  be  affedted 
by  the  meafure  from  the  privilege  of  being  heard  in  opposition  to  it. 

Thefe  murmurs,  and  the  difcuffions  which  they  occafioned,  were  far  from  favourable  to 
monfieur  de  Calonne,  who,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficit  in  the  revenue,  was  obliged, 
at  the  clofe  of  each  year,  to  open  a  loan;  a  meafure,  the  neceffity  of  which  was  fully 
demonstrated  by  the  extraordinary  expences  that  had  been  incurred,  as  well  during  the 
war,  as  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace.  It  had  been  deemed  expedient  to  raiie  an  ar- 
tificial harbour  at  Cherbourg,  by  works  of  great  magnitude,  the  accomplishment  of 
which  tafk  required  the  expenditure  of  immenfe  fums;  the  augmentation  of  the  army, 
in  confequence  of  the  difpute  between  the  emperor  and  the  States  of  Holland,  had  been 
another  confiderable  fource  of  expence  ;  and  the  Strenuous  exertions  of  the  marine  mi- 
nister, the  marquis  de  Caftries,  for  maintaining  a  formidable  naval  force,  had  fwelled,  in 
no  fmall  degree,  the  ample  catalogue  of  national  difbui  fements, 
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A.  D.  1786.]  It  was  a  grand  misfortune  which  attended  the  adminiftration  of  mon- 
fieur  de  Calonne,  that  all  the  meafures  which  he  adopted,  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
commercial  interefts  of  his  country,  were  confidered  by  thofe  perfons  who  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  from  their  fituation  in  life,  to  be  moft  converfant  in  mercantile  matters,  as  highly 
detrimental  to  that  trade  which  they  were  evidently  intended  to  enlarge  and  ex- 
tend. Under  this  defcription  muft  be  placed  the  famous  commercial  treaty  conclud- 
ed with  England,  which  was  figned  at  Verfailles,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Septem- 
ber,  1786. 

The  preamble  of  this  treaty  ftates,  that  his  Britannic  majefty  and  his  moft  Chriflian 
majefty,  being  equally  animated  with  the  defire  not  only  of  confolidating  the  good  har- 
mony which  actually  fubfifts  between  them,  but  alfo  of  extending  the  happy  effects 
thereof  to  'their  refpedtive  fubjedls,  have  thought,  that  the  moft  efficacious  means  for 
attaining  thefe  objects,  conformably  to  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
figned  on  the  fixth  of  September,  1783,  would  be  to  adopt  a  fyftem  of  commerce  on  the 
bafis  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience,  which,  by  difcontinuing  the  prohibitions 
and  prohibitory  duties  which  have  exifted  for  almoft  a  century  between  the  two  nations, 
might  fecure  the  moft  folid  advantages,  on  both  fides,  to  the  national  productions  of  in- 
duftry,  and  put  an  end  to  contraband  trade,  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  public  revenue,  than 
to  that  lawful  commerce  which  is  alone  entitled  to  protection. 

The  treaty  confifts  of  fifty-feven  articles ;  by  the  firft  of  which  it  was  agreed,  that 
there  fhould  be  a  reciprocal  and  entirely  perfedt  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  fubjedtsof  the  contracting  parties,  in  all  and  every  the  kingdoms,  ftates,  pro- 
vinces, and  territories,  fubjedt.  to  the  kings  of  England  and  France  in  Europe,  for  all  and 
fingular  kinds  of  goods,  in  thofe  places,  upon  the  conditions  fettled  and  adjufted  in  the 
fubfequent  articles  of  the  treaty.  * 

The  fecond  article  fets  forth,  that  for  the  future  fecurity  of  commerce  and  friendfhip 
between  the  fubjedls  of  their  faid  majefties,  and  to  the  end  that  this  good  correfpondence 
may  be  preferved  from  all  interruption  and  difturbance,  it  is  concluded  and  agreed,  that 
if,  at  any  time,  there  fhould  arife  any  mifunderftanding,  breach  of  friendfhip,  or  rupture 
between  the  crowns  of  their  majefties — which  God  forbid ! — (which  rupture  fhall  not  be 
deemed  to  exift  until  the  recalling  or  fending  home  of  the  refpedtive  ambafTadors  and  mi- 
nifters)  the  fubjedts  of  each  of  the  two  parties,  refiding  in  the  dominions  of  the  other, 
fhall  have  the  privilege  of  remaining  and  continuing  their  trade  therein,  without  any 
manner  of  difturbance,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably,  and  commit  no  offence  againft 
the  laws  and  ordinances  :  and  in  cafe  their  conduct  fhould  render  them  fufpedted,  and  the 
refpedtive  governments  fhould  be  obliged  to  order  them  to  remove,  the  term  of  twelve 
months  fhall  be  allowed  them  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  that  they  may  remove,  with 
'  their  effedts  and   property,  whether  entrufted  to  individuals,  or  to  the  ftate.     At  the 
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fame  time  it  is  to  be  nndcrflood,  that  this  favour  is  not  to  be  extended  to  thofe  who  fliall 
act  contrary  to  the  cflablifhed  laws. 

The  fnlutary  regulations  enforced  by  this  article,  which  tended  to  alleviate  the  evils  of  , 
war,  and  to  ioften,  in  fome  degree,  the  calamities  experienced  by  individuals  from  national 
difputes,  are  deferving  of  applaufe,  and  worthy  of  imitation.  The  third  article  is 
iounded  on  a  fimtlar  principle.  By  that  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fubjedts  ami  inhabitants  of 
the  kingdoms,  provinces,  and  dominions  of  their  majefties,  fliall  exeicile  no  adts  of  hofti- 
Jity  orviolence  againft  each  other,  either  by  I'd  or  by  land,  or  in  rivers,  ftreams,  ports,  or 
havens,  under  any  colour  or  pretence  whatfoever;  fo  that  the  fubjedts  of  either  party 
fliall  receive  no  patent,  comrniflion,  or  inftrudtion  for  arming  and  adting  at  fea  as  priva- 
teers, nor  letters  of  reprifal  as  they  are  called,  from  any  princes  or  (fates,  enemies  to 
the  other  party;  nor,  by  virtue  or  under  colour  of  fuch  patents,  commiffions,  or  repri- 
fals,  fliall  they  difturh,  infeft,  or  any  way  prejudice  or  damage  the  aforclaid  fubjedts  and 
inhabitants  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  Moll;  Chriftian  king  ;  neither  fhall 
they  arm  fhips  in  fuch  manner  as  is  abovefaid,  or  go  out  to  fea  therewith.  To  which 
end,  as  often  as  it  is  required  by  either  party,  ftridt  and  exprefs  prohibitions  fliall  be  re- 
newed and  published  in  all  the  territories,  countries,  and  dominions  of  each  party  wherefo- 
ever;  that  no  one  fliall  'many  wife  ufe  fuch  commiflioiis,  or  letters  of  reprifal,  under  the 
fevereft  punifhment  that  can  be  inflicted  on  the  tranfgreflbrs,  hefides  being  liable  to  make 
full  refV.tution  and  fatisfadtion  to  thofe  to  whom  they  live  done  any  damage  ;  neither 
fliall  any  letters  of  reprifal  be  hereafter  granted  by  either  of  the  faid  high  contracting 
parties,  to  the  prejudice  or  detriment  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  other,  except  only  in  fuch 
cafe  wherein  juftice  is  denied  or  delayed  :  which  denial  or  delay  of  jufli.ee  (hall  not  be 
regarded  as  verified,  unlefs  the  petitions  of  the  perfon,  who  defires  the  faid  letters  of  re- 
prifal, be  communicated  to  the  minifter  rcfiding  there  on  the  part  of  the  prince  againft 
whofe  fubjedts  they  are  not  to  be  granted,  that,  within  the  fpace  of  four  months,  os. 
fooner,  if  it  be  pofEble,  he  may  manifeft  the  contrary,  or  procure  the  fatisfadtion  which, 
may  be  juftly  due. 

By  the  fourth  article,  it  is  fpecified,  that  the  fubjedts  and  inhabitants  of  the  refpedtive: 
dominions  of  the  two  fovereigns  fhall  have  liberty,  freely  and  fecurely,  without  licence  or 
pajfport,  general  or  fpecial,  by  land  or  by  fea,  or  any  other  way,  to  enter  into  the  king- 
doms, dominions,  provinces,  countries,  iflands,  cities,  villages,  towns,  walled  or  unwall- 
ed,  fortified  or  unfortified,  ports  or  territories  whatfoever,  of  either  fovereign,  fituated  in< 
Europe,  and  to  return  from  thence,  to  remain  there,  or  to  pafs  through  the  fame,  and' 
therein  to  buy  or  purchafe,  as  they  pleafe,  all  things  neceffary  for  their  fubfiftence  and 
ufe;  and  thev  fhall  mutually  be  treated  with  all  kindnefs  and  favour.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  in  all  thefe  matters  they  behave  and  conduct  themfelves  conformably  to  the 
laws  and  flatutes,  and  live  with  each  other  in  a  friendly  and  peaceable  manner,  and  pro- 
mote reciprocal  concord  by  maintaining  a  mutual  and  good  understanding. 
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•The  fifth  article  is  calculated  to  facilitate  the  commercial  intercourfe  betwceitthe  two 
countries,  by  authorizing  the  fubjects  of  either  to  eftablilh  magazines  and  warehoufes, 
and  to  purchafe  and  vend  merchandize,  in  the  dominions  of  the  other,  without  molefta- 
tion  or  interruption.  It  terminates  thus  : — In  matters  of  religion,  the  fubjects  of  the 
two  crowns  fhall  enjoy  perfect:  liberty  :  they  fhall  not  be  compelled  to  attend  divine' 
fervice,  whether  in  churches  orelfewhere  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  fhall  be  permitted, 
without  any  molcflation;  to  perform  the  exercifes  of  their  religion  privately  in  their 
own  houfes,  and  in  their  own  way.  Liberty  fhall  not  be  refufed  to  bury  the  fubjects  of 
either  kingdom,  who  die  in  the  territories  of  the  other,  in  convenient  places  to  be  appro-- 
priated  for  that  purpofe  ;  nor  fhall  the  funerals  or  fepulchres  of  the  deceafed  be  in  any 
wife  disturbed. —  Thus  was  the  faint  dawn  of  religious  toleration,  fo  friendly  tothegenera- 
tion  of  liberal  fentiments,  fo  hoflile  to  the  diffufion  of  noxious  prejudices,  and  fo  preg- 
nant with  benefits  of  great  national  importance,  opened  on  that  country,  which  had 
long,  too  long,  been  fwayed  by  the  monopolizing  fpirit  of  fuperliition  i 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  duties  on  the  different  objects  of-  importation,  in  either  coun- 
try, the  following  tariff*  was  fixed: 

r  i.  The  wines  of  France,  importeJ  directly  from  France  into  Great  Britain,  fhall,  in 
no  cafe,  pay  any  higher  duties  than  thofe  which  the  wines  of  Portugal  now  pay. 

2.  The  vinegars  of  France,  inftead  of  iixty-feven  pounds,  five  fhillings  and  three- 
pence, and  twelve-twentieths  of  a  penny  fterling,  which  they  now  pay,  fhall  not,  for 
the  future,  pay  in  Great  Britain  any  higher  duties  than  thirty-two  pounds  eighteen 
Shillings  and  ten-pence,  and  fixteen^twentieths  of  a  penny  fterling,  per  ton. 

3.  The  brandies  of  France,  inftead  of  nine  fhillings  and  fix-pence,  and  twelve-twen- 
tieths of  a  penny  fterling,  (hall,  for-  the  future,  pay  in  Great  Britain  only  feven  fhil- 
lings fterling  per  gallon,  making  four  quarts,  Enghlh  meafure, 

5.  Oil  of  olives,  coming  directly  trom  France,  fhall,  for  the  future,  pay  no  higher: 
duties  than  are  now  paid  for  the  fame  from  the  molt  favoured  nations. 

5.  Beer  fhall  pay,  reciprocally,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

6.  The  duties  on  hardware,  cutlery,  cabinet  ware,  and  turnery,  and  alio  all  work's? 
both  heavy  and  light,  ot  iron,  iieeh  copper',  and  brafs,  fhail  be  claflcd;  and  the  high'eft" 
duty  fhall  not  exceed  ten^r  cent,  advalortm* 

7.  All  forts  of  cottons  manufactured  in  the  dominions  of  the  two  fovereigns  in  Eu- 
rope, and  alfo  woollens,  whether  knit  or  wove,  including  hofiery,  {hall  pay,  in  both 
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countries,  an    import  duty  of  twelve  per  cent,  ad  valorem  :    all  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton or  wool,  mixed  with  filk,  excepted,  which  (hall  remain  prohibited  on  both  fides. 

8.  Camhricks  and  lawns  fhall  pay,  in  both  countries,  an  import  duty  of  five  fhilli-igs, 
or  fix  livrcs  Tournois,  per  demi-piece  of  i'even  yards  and  three-quarters,  Englifr  nea- 
fure  ;  and  linens,  made  of  flax  or  hemp,  manufactured  in  the  dominions  of  the  '  . 
reigns  in  Europe,  (hall  pay  no  higher  duties,  either  in  Great  Britain  or  in  I  rl  rt 
linens  manufactured  in  Holland  or  in  Flanders,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  ...  ■  y. 
And  linen  made  of  flax  or  hemp,  manufactured  in  Ireland  or  France,  fhall  ree.pro- 
cally  pay  no  higher  duties  than  linens  manufactured  in  Holland,  impoited  into  Ire- 
land, now  pay. 

9.  Sadlery  (hall  reciprocally  pay  an  import  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

10.  Gauzes  ofi  all  forts  /hall  reciprocally  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

11.  Millinery,  made  up  of  muflin,  lawn,  cambrick,  or  gauze  of  any  kind,  or  of  any 
other  article  admitted  under  the  prefent  tariff",  fhall  pay.  reciprocally,  a  duty  of  twelve 
percent,  ad  valorem  :  and  if  any  articles  fhall  be  ufed  therein  which  are  not  fpecified  in 
the  tariff,  they  fhall  pay  no  higher  duties  than  thofe  paid  for  the  fame  articles  by  the 
inoft  favoured  nations. 

12.  Porcelain,  earthen- ware,  and  pottery,  fhall  pay,  reciprocally,  twelve  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

13.  Plate-glafs,  and  glafs-ware  in  general,  fhall  be  admitted,  on  each  fide,  paying  a  duty 
of  twelve  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

His  Britannic  mnjefty  referves  the  right  of  countervailing,  by  additional  duties  on 
the  under-mentioned  merchandizes,  the  internal  duties  actually  impofed  upon  the  manu- 
factures, or  the  import  duties  which  are  charged  on  the  raw  materials  ;  namely,  on  all 
linens  or  cottons,  ftained  or  printed  ;    on  beer,  glafs-ware,  plate-glafs,  and  iron. 

And  his  Mod  Chriftian  majefty  referves  the  right  of  doing  the  fame,  with  regard  to 
the  following  merchandizes  ;  namely,  cottons,  iron,  and  beer. 

And  for  the  better  fecur'mg  the  due  collection  of  the  duties  payable  ad  valorem,  which 
a*.e  fpecified  in  the  above  tariff",  the  laid  contracting  parties  will  concert  with  each  other 
as  well  the  form  of  the  declarations  to  be  made,  as  alio  the  proper  means  of  preventing 
fraud  with  refpect  to  the  real  value  of  the  faid  goods  and  merchandizes. 

But 
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But  if  it  111  all  hereafter  appear,  that  any  mifbkes  have  inadvertently  been  made  in  the 
above  tariff',  contrary  to  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  the  two  fovereig'ns  will 
conceit,  with  gotd  faith,  the  means  of  rectifying  them. 

The  feventh  article  declares,  that  the  duties  above  fpecified  are  not  to  be  altered  but 
bv  mutual  confent ;  and  the  merchandizes  not  above  fpecified  fhall  pay,  in  the  domi- 
nions of  the  two  fovefeign*,  the  import  and  export  duties  payable  in  each  of  the  faidt 
dominions  by  the  moft  favoured  European  nations,  at  the  time  the  prefent  treaty  bears 
date:  and  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  fabje&s  of  the  faid  dominions  fhall  alfo  rcfpecTive- 
Iy  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  which  are  granted  to  thofe  of  the  mofi 
favoured  European  nations. 

And  it  being  the  intention  of  the  two  high- contracting  parties,  that  their  refpedtive 
fubjedts  fhould  be  in  the  dominions  of  each  other  upon  a  footing  as  advantageous  as 
thofe  of  other  European  nations,  they  agree,  that  in  cafe  they  {hall  hereafter  grant  any- 
additional  advantages  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any  other  European  nations,  they  will  re- 
ciprocally allow  their  faid  fubjects  to  participate  therein  ;  without  prejudice,  however, 
to  the  advantages  which  they  referve,  viz.  France  in  favour  of  Spain,  in  confequence  of 
the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  Family  Compact, .  figneil  the  tenth  of  May,  1761  ;  and 
England,  according  to  what  flie  has  pradtifed  in  conformity  to,  and  in  confequence  of,  the 
convention  of  1703,  between  England  and  Portugal. 

By  the  eleventh  article,  it  is  ftipulated,  that  in  cafe  either  of  the  two  high-contracTing 
parties  (hail  think  proper  to  eftablifh  prohibitions,  or  to  augment  the  import  duties  upon 
any  goods  or  merchandize  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  other,  which  are  not 
fpecified  in  the  tariff,  fucii  prohibitions  or  augmentations  fhall  be  general,  and  fhall  com- 
prehend the  like  goods  or  merchandize  of  the  other  moft  favoured  European  nations,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  either  ftate  ;  and  in  cafe  either  of  the  two  contracting  parties  fhall  revoke 
the  prohibition,  or  diminifh  the  duties,  in  favour  of  any  other  European  nation,  upon  any 
goods  or  merchandize  of  its  growth  or  manufacture,  whether  on  importation  or  exporta- 
tion, fuch  revocations  or  diminutions  fhall  be  extended  to  the  fubjedts  of  the  other  par- 
ty, on  condition  that  the  latter  {hall  grant  to  the  fubjetfts  of  the  former  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  the  like  goods  and  merchandizes  under  the  fame  duties  ;  the  cafes  re- 
ferved  in  the  feventh  article  of  the  prefent  treaty  always  excepted. 

The  twelfth  article  provides  for  the  revocation  of  an  ancient  cuftom,  unauthorized  by 
law,  by  which  a  kind  of  poll  tax  was  levied  upon  the  fubjedts  of  either  nation  in  the 
other,  called,  in  England,  head-money;  in  France,  argent  du  chef^ 

By  'he  thirteenth  article,  it  is  agreed,  that  if  either  of  the  contracting  parties  has 
granted,  or  fhall  grant,  any  bounties  for  encouraging  the  exportation  of  any  articles, 

being 


120  REIGN     OF  [1786. 

being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  his  dominions,  the  other  party  flial'  be 
allowed  to  add  to  the  duties  already  impofed,  by  virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  on  the  laid 
goods  and  merchandizes,  imported  into  his  dominions,  fuch  an  import  duty  a„  fliall  be 
equivalent  to  the  faid  bounty.  This  ftipulation,  however,  was  not  to  extend  to  draw- 
backs on  exported  goods. 

The  fixteenth  article  fupplied  a  remedy  for  a  grievance  that  had  long  ealled  for  cor- 
rection— It  stipulates  that  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers,  not  being  fub- 
jects  of  either  crown,  who  have  commiffions  from  any  other  prince  or  ftate  in  enmity 
with  either  nation,  to  arm  their  fliips  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the  faid  two  Vn^doms,  to 
fell  what  they  have  taken,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  to  exchange  the  fame  ;  neither 
fhall  they  be  allowed  even  to  purchafe  victuals,  except  fuch  as  fliall  be  neceflary  for 
their  going  to  the  ueareft  port  of  that  prince  from  whom  they  have  obtained  00m- 
niiflions. 

The  twentieth  article  ftates,  that  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  all  the  fubje&s  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Mod  Chriflian  king,  to  fail  with  their  fliips,  with  perfect  fe- 
curity  and  liberty,  no  diftinction  being  made  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandize 
laden  therein,  from  any  port  whatever,  to  the  countries  which  are  now,  or  fhall  be  here- 
after, at  war  with  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  Moft  Chriflian  king.  It  ihall  like- 
wife  be  lawful  for  the  aforefaid  fubjects  to  fail  and  traffic  with  their  fliips  and  merchan- 
dizes, with  the  fame  liberty  and  fecurity,  from  the  countries,  ports,  and  places,  of  thofe 
who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party,  without  any  oppofitionordifturbance  whatfo- 
ever,  and  topafs  directly  not  only  from  the  places  of  the  enemy  afore-mentioned  to  neu- 
tral places,  but  alfo  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place  belonging  to 
an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fame,  or  of  feveral  princes. 
And  as  it  has  been  ftipulated,  concerning  fliips  and  goods,  that  every  thing  fliall  be  deemed 
free,  which  fhall  be  found  on  board  the  ihips  belonging  to  the  fubjects  of  the  refpective 
kingdoms,  although  the  whole  lading,  or  part  thereof,  fliould  belong  to  the  enemies  of 
their  majeflies;  contraband  goods  being  always  excepted;  it  is  likewife  agreed,  that  the 
fame  liberty  be  extended  to  perfons  who  are  on  board  a  free  ftiip,  to  the  end  that,  al- 
though they  be  enemies  to  both,  or  to  either  party,  they  may  not  be  taken  out  of  fuch 
free  fliips,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers,  actually  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemies,  and  on  their 
voyage  for  the  purpofe  of  being  employed,  in  a  military  capacity,  in  their  fleets 
or  armies. 

The  contraband  goods  alluded  to  in  this  article  are  afterwards  fpecified,  and,  under  that 
denomination  are  comprehended  arms,  cannon,  harquebufles,  mortars,  petards,  bombs, 
grenades,  faucilTes,  carcafTes,  carriages  for  cannon,  mufket-refts,  bandoleers,  gunpowder, 
matches,  faltpetre,  ball,  pikes,  fwords,  head-pieces,  helmets,  cutlaffes,  halberds,  javelins, 
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holfters,  belts,  hotfes  and  harnefs,  and  other  like  kind  of  arms,  and  watlike  implements 
fit  for  the  ufe  of  troops. 

The  following  merchandizes  are  exempted  from  the  exception  attached  to  contraband 
goods;  viz. — All  forts  of  cloth,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  wool,  flax,  filk,  cotton,  or 
any  other  materials  ;  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  the  articles  of  which 
they  are  ufually  made,  gold,  filver,  coined  or  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper,  brafs,  coals, 
as  alfo  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and  pulfe,  tobacco,  and  all  kinds  of 
fpices  ;  falted  and  fmoaked  flefh,  falted  fifh,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oil,  wines,  fugar,  all 
forts  of  fait,  and  of  provifions  which  ferve  for  fuftenance  and  food  to  mankind  ;  alfo  all 
kinds  of  cotton,  cordage,  cables,  fails,  failcloth,  hemp,  tallow,  pitch,  tar  and  rofm,  an- 
chors, and  any  parts  of  anchors,  fhipmafts,  planks,  timber  of  all  kinds  of  trees,  and  all 
other  things  proper  for  building  or  repairing  fhips.  Nor  (hall  any  other  goovls  what- 
ever— according  to  the  twenty-third  article — which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form 
of  any  inftrument,  or  furniture  for  warlike  ufe,  by  land  or  by  fea,  be  reputed  contra- 
band, much  lefs  fuch  as  have  been  already  wioughr  and  made  up  for  any  other  pu;pofe  : 
all  which  things  fhall  be  deemed  goods  not  contraband,  as  likewife  all  others  which  are 
not  comprehended  and  particularly  defcribed  in  the  preceding  article  :  fo  that  they  may  be 
freely  carried  by  the  fubjecls  of  both  kingdoms,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
excepting  only  fuch  places  as  are  beficged,  blocked  up,  or  inverted. 

With  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  difputes,  on  the  fubjecSt  of  contraband  goods,  it  is, 
by  the  twenty- fourth  article,  agreed,  that  in  cafe  either  of  their  majefties  fhould  be  en- 
gaged in  a  war,  the  mips  and  vefl'els  belonging  to  the  fubje&s  of  the  other  /hall  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  fea-letters  or  paflports,  exprefling  the  name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the  fhip, 
as  alfo  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  mafter  or  commander  of  the  faid  fhip,  that  it 
may  appear  thereby  that  the  fhip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjeils  of  one  of  the 
princes;  which  paflports  fhall  be  made  out  andgranted,  according  to  the  form  annexed  to 
the  prefent  treaty  ;  they  fhall  likewife  be  renewed  every  year,  if  the  fhip  happen  to  return 
home  within  the  fpace  of  a  year:  it  is  alfo  agreed,  that  fuch  fhips  when  laden  are  to  be 
provided  not  only  with  paflports  as  abovementioned,  but  alfo  with  certificates,  containing 
the  feveral  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  from  whence  the  fhip  failed,  and  whither 
file  is  bound,  fo  that  it  may  be  known  whether  fhe  carries  any  of  the  prohibited  or  con- 
traband goods  above  fpecified. 

The  conduct  of  fhips  of  war  to  merchantmen,  in  time  of  war,  is  regulated  by  the 
twenty-fixth  article,  uhich  ftates,  that  in  cafe  the  fhips  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  and  in- 
habitants of  the  refpe&ive  dominions  of  their  mod:  ferene  majefties,  either  on  the  coaft, 
or  on  the  high  feas,  fhall  meet  with  any  men  of  war,  belonging  to  their  majefties,  or 
with  privateers,  the  faid  fhips  of  war  and  privateers,  for  preventing  any  inconveniencies, 
are  to  remain  out  of  cannon-lhot,  and  to  fend  their  boats  to  the  merchant-fhip  which 
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may  be  met  with,  and  fhall  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom 
the  mailer  or  commander  of  fuch  fhip  or  veffel  fhall  fliew  his  paffbort,  containing  the 
proof  of  the  property  of  the  fhip,  made  out  according  to  the  form  preferred  by  the  prc- 
fent  treaty  ;  and  the  fhip  which  fhall  have  exhibited  the  fame,  fhall  have  liberty  to  con- 
tinue her  voyage,  and  it  fhall  be  wholly  unlawful  any  way  to  molcft  or  fearch  her,  or  to 
chafe  or  compel  her  to  alter  her  courfe. 

Some  farther  regulations,  with  regard  to  fhips  carrying  contraband  goods,  are  enforced 
by  the  two  fubfequcnt  articles;  by  the  firft  it  is  ftipulated,  that  the  merchant- fhip  be- 
longing to  the  fubjecls  of  the  two  high-contracYmg  parties,  which  intend  to  go  to  a  port 
at  enmity  with  the  other  fovereign,  concerning  whofe  voyage  and  the  fort  of  goods  on 
board  there  may  be  juft  caufe  of  fufpicion,  fliall  be  obliged  to  exhibit,  as  well  on  the  high 
feas,  as  in  the  ports  and  havens,  not  only  her  paffports,  but  alfo  her  certificates,  expreff- 
ing  that  the  goods  are  not  of  the  kind  which  are  contraband,  as  fpecified  in  a  former  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty. 

By  the  fecond,  it  is  agreed,  that  if,  on  exhibiting  the  abovementioned  certificate,  con- 
taining a  lift  of  the  cargo,  the  other  party  fhould  difcover  any  goods  of  that  kind  which 
are  declared  contraband,  or  prohibited  by  the  twenty-fecond  article  of  this  treaty,  and 
which  are  defigned  for  a  port  fubjedr.  to  his  enemies,  it  fhall  be  unlawful  to  break  up  or 
open  the  hatches,  chefts,  cafks,  bales,  or  other  packages  found  on  board  fuch  fhips,  or  to 
remove  even  the  fmalleft  parcel  of  the  goods,  whether  the  faid  fhip  belong  to  the  fubjedls 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  mod  Chriftian  king,  unlefs  the  lading  be  brought 
on  fhore,  in  the  prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory 
made  by  them  of  the  faid  goods  :  nor  fhall  it  be  lawful  to  fell,  exchange,  or  alienate  the 
fame  in  any  manner,  unlefs  after  due  and  lawful  procefs  fliall  have  been  had  againft  fuch 
prohibited  goods,  and  the  judges  of  the  admiralty,  refpedtively,  fliall,  by  fentence  pro- 
nounced, have  confifcated  the  fame  ;  faving  always,  as  well  the  fhip  itfelf,  as  the  other 
goods  found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be  accounted  free:  neither  may  they  be 
detained  on  pretence  of  their  being  mixed  with  prohibited  goods,  much  lefs  fhall  they  be 
confifcatedas  lawful  prize  :  and  if,  when  only  part  of  the  cargo  fhall  confifr.  of  contraband' 
goods,  the  mafter  of  the  fhip  fliall  agree,  confent,  and  offer  to  deliver  them  to  the  cap- 
tor who  has  difcovered  them,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  captor,  having  received  rhofe  goods,  as 
lawful  prize,  fhall  forthwith  releafe  the  fhip,  and  not  hinder  her,  by  "any  means,  from, 
profecuting  her  voyage  to  the  place  of  her  deftination. 

By  the  twenty-ninth  article,  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  fhall  be  found  to  be  laden,  by 
the  fubjecls  and  inhabitants  of  either  party,  in  any  fhip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the 
other,  although  it  be  not  contraband  goods,  fhall  be  confifcated  in  the  fame  manner  as-, 
if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy  himfelf,  except  thofe  goods  and  merchandizes  which   were 
pat.  on  board  fuch  fhips  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  the  general  order  for  reprifals. 

With, 
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With  a  view  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  property  of  the  fubje&s  of  either  party,  by 
the  piivateers  of  the  other,  it  is,  very  properly,  ftipulated,  by  the  thirty-firft  article,  that 
all  commanders  of  privateers,  before  they  receive  their  patents,  or  fpecial  commiflions, 
fhall  hereafter  be  obliged  to  give,  before  a  competent  judge,  fufficient  fecurity  by  good 
bail,  who  are  refponfible  men,  and  have  no  intereft  in  the  faid  fliip,  each  of  whom  (hall 
be  bound  in  the  whole  for  the  fum  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  livres  Tournois,  or  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  fterling;  or,  if  fuch  fhip  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feamen  and  foldiers,  for  the  fum  of  feventy-two  thoufand  livres  Tournois,  or  three  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling,  that  they  will  make  entire  fatisfaition  for  all  damages  and  injuries 
whatfoever,  which  they,  or  their  officers,  or  others  in  their  fervice,  may  commit  during 
their  cruize,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  this  prefent  treaty;  or  the  edicts  made  in  confe- 
quence  thereof  by  their  moft  ferene  majefties,  under  penalty,  likewife,  of  having  their 
patents  and  fpecial  commiflions  revoked  and  annulled. 

By  the  thirty-fourth  article,  it  is  farther  provided  and  agreed,  that  the  fhips  of  either 
of  the  two  nations,  retaken  by  the  privateers  of  the  other,  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  for- 
mer owner,  if  they  have  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  for  the  fpace  of  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  fubjecT:  to  the  payment,  by  the  faid  owner,  of  one  third  of  the  value  of 
the  fhip  retaken,  and  of  its  cargo,  guns,  and  apparel ;  which  third  part  fhall  be  amicably 
adjufted  by  the  parties  concerned  ;  but  if  not,  and  in  cafe  they  fhould  difagree,  they  fhall 
make  application  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  of  the  place  where  the  privateer  which 
retook  the  captured  vefTel  fhall  have  carried  her. 

If  the  fhip  retaken  has  been  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  above  four-and-twenty  hours, 
fhe  fhall  wholly  belong  to  the  privateer  which  retook  her. 

In  cafe  of  a  fhip  being  retaken  by  any  man  of  war  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majefty, 
or  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  it  fhall  be  reftored  to  the  former  owner,  on  payment  of 
the  thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  fuch  fliip,  and  of  its  cargo,  guns,  and  apparel,  if  it  was 
retaken  within  the  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  and  the  tenth  part,  if  retaken  after  the  four- 
and  twenty  hours :  which  fums  fhall  be  diftributed,  as  a  reward,  amongft  the  crews  of  the 
fhips  which  fhall  have  retaken  fuch  prize.  The  valuation  of  the  thirtieth  and  tenth 
parts  abovementioned  fhall  be  fettled  conformably  to  the  regulations  above  prefcribed. 

The  thirty-ninth  article  ftates,  that  for  the  greater  fecurity  and  liberty  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  it  is  farther  agreed,  that  both  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Moft 
Chriftian  king,  fhall  not  only  refufe  to  receive  any  pirates  or  fea-rovers  whatfoever  into 
any  of  their  havens,  ports,  cities,  or  towns,  or  permit  any  of  their  fubjedts,  citizens,  or 
inhabitants,  on  either  part,  to  receive  or  protect  them  in  their  ports,  to  harbour  them  in 
their  houfes,  or  to  affift  them  in  any  manner  whatfoever;  but  farther  they  fhall  caufe  all 
fuch  pirates  and  fea-rovers,  and  all  perfons  who  fhall  receive,  conceal,  or  affift  them,  to 
he  brought  to  condign  punifhment,  for  a  terror  and  example  to  others.     And  all  their 

Q^  z  fhips, 


124-  REIGN    OF  [1786. 

/hips,  with  the  goods  or  merchandizes  taken  by  them,  and  brought  into  the  ports  of 
either  kingdom,  fhall  be  fei/.cd  as  far  as  they  can  be  difcovered,  and  (hall  be  reftored  to  the 
owners,  or  their  factors,  duly  authoiized  or  deputed  by  them  in  writing,  proper  evidence 
being  fir.ft  given  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  for  proving  the  property  ;  even  in  cafe  fuch 
effects  fhould  have  paflld  into  other  hands  by  fale,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  buyers  knew, 
or  might  have  known,  that  they  had  been  piratically  taken.  And  generally  all  (hips and 
merchandizes,  of  what  nature  foever,  which  may  be  taken  on  the  high  feas,  fhall  be 
brought  into  fome  port  of  either  kingdom,  and  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of  the  officers 
of  that  port,  that  they  may  be  reftored  entire  to  the  proprietor,  as  foon  as  due  and  fufficient 
proof  fhall  have  been  made  concerning  the  property  thereof. 

By  the  forty-firft  article,  it  is  ftipulated,  that  neither  of  their  majefties  fhall  permit  the 
/hips  or  goods  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  to  be  taken  within  cannon-fhot  of 
the  coaft,  or  in  the  ports  or  rivers  of  their  dominions,  by  fhips  of  war,  or  others,  having 
commiffion  from  any  prince,  republic,  or  city  whatfoever  :  but  in  cafe  it  fhould  fo  hap- 
pen, both  parties  fhall  employ  their  united  force  to  obtain  reparation  of  the  damage 
thereby  occafioned. 

The  forty-fourth,  fets  forth,  that  in  whatever  relates  to  the  lading  or  unlading  of 
/hips,  the  fafety  of  merchandize,  goods,  and  effects,  the  fucceffion  to  perfonal  eftates,  as 
well  as  the  protection  of  individuals,  and  their  perfonal  liberty,  as  alfo  the  administration 
of  juftice,  the  fubjedtsof  the  two  high  contracting  parties  fhall  enjoy,  in  their  refpedtive 
dominions,  the  fame  privileges,  liberties,  and  rights,  as  the  moft  favoured  nation. 

The  next  article  ftates,  that  if  hereafter  it  fhall  happen,  through  inadvertency  or 
otherwife,  that  any  infractions  or  contraventions  of  the  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  commit- 
ted on  either  fide,  the  friendfhip  and  good  underftanding  fhall  not  immediately  thereupon 
be  interrupted;  but  this  treaty  fhall  fubfift  in  all  its  force,  and  proper  remedies  fhall  be. 
procured  for  removing  the  inconveniencies,  and  likewife  for  the  reparation  of  the  con- 
traventions :  and  if  the  fubjedts  of  either  kingdom  fhall  be  found  guilty  thereof,  they, 
only  fhall  be  punifhed  and  feverelychaftifed. 

By  the  concluding  article  the  contracting  parties  referve  the  right  of  revifmg  and 
re-examining  the  feveral  ftipulations  of  this  treaty,  after  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  paffing  laws  for  its  execution  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
reflectively,  to  propofe  and  make  fuch  alterations  as  the  times  andcircumftances  may  have: 
rendered  neceflary  for  the  commercial  interefts  of  their  refpediive  fubje&s  ;  and  this  re- 
vifion  is  to  be  completed  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  months;  after  which  term  the  prefent 
treaty  fhall  be  of  no  effect ;  but,  in  that  event,  the  good  harmony  and  friendly  corres- 
pondence between  the  two  nations  fhall  not  fuffer  the  leaft  diminution. 

.    ,  Itt 
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It  wa?  a  fingular  circumftance  attending  this  important  treaty,  that,  far  from  afford- 
ing general  fatlsfaction,  it  was  much  cenfured  by  many  of  the  fubjects  of  either  power; 
each  nation  appeared  to  think  that  it  had  granted  too  much  to  the  other,  or  had  even 
been  over-reached  by  it  in  fome  parts  of  the  compact,  and,  particularly,  in  the  rating  and 
adjuftment  of  the  equivalents.  But  this  very  circumftance  muft  be  confidered,  by  im- 
partial-obfervers,  as  affording  a  ftrong  indication  that  the  treaty  was  founded  on  liberal 
and  equitable  principles,  particularly  when  they  take  into  the  eftimate  the  deep-rooted 
prejudices  which  it  had,  on  both  fides,  to  encounter. 

It  cannot,  however,  excite  our  aftonifhment,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  fhould  be* 
created  on  thefubjedt,  when  we  reflect  on  the  multiplicity  of  objects  which  it  embraces  ; 
of  interefts  which  it  might  affect ;  on  its  relation  to  the  general  fyftem  of  navigation  and 
trade  eftablifhed  in  Europe  ;  its  interference  with  the  letter  or  fpirit  of  treaties  already 
exifting  between  the  parties  and  other  powers,  and  the  uncertainty  of  it3  future  opera- 
tions in  many  of  thefe  refpects.     But  it  was  natural   to  fuppofe  that  the  motives  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  and  the  political  effects  it  was  calculated  to  produce,  by  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  an  amicable  intercourfe  between  the  rival  nations  would  extort  general 
commendation.     It  is  certainly  evident  that  a  ftrong  defire  to  bury  ancient  animofities, 
to  cure  national  prejudices,  and  to  remove  the  partialities  incident  to  jarring  interefts, 
pervades  the  whole,  and  appears  to  have  been  the  leading  objects  of  the  partiesk     Recip- 
rocity is  the  grand  principle  of  the  treaty,  and  it   feems  to  have  been  intended  on  both: 
fides,  that   no  canceflion  fhould  be  made  on  either,  which  was  not  balanced  by  a  fup- 
pofed  equivalent  on  the  other.     But  it  exhibits  an  object  far  more  interefting  ta  huma- 
nity, than  mere  commercial  regulations,  which  have,  invariably,  intereft  for  their  bafis;- 
it  fhews  the  powerful  kingdom  of  France   freely  facrificing-,    upon  this  occafion,    her 
ancient  prejudices,  civil  and  religious,  which  had  hitherto  feemed  fo  clofely  interwoven* 
in  her  nature  and  conftitution,  as  to  appear  almoft  infeparablev 

But  while  France  was  thus  endeavouring  to  fecure  the  future  friendship  of  her  an- 
cient foe,  and  adopting  fchemes  for  the  extenlion  of  her  commerce,  both  foreign  and  do— 
meftic,  fhe  was  not  fo  far  neglectful  of  her  own  fecurity  as  to  overlook  thofe  circum-- 
ftances,  which  might  tend  to  augment  her  ftrength,  in  the  event  of  a  war.  She  ftudi— 
oufly  laboured  to  encreafe  the  number  of  her  naval  arfenals  and  ports  on  the  ocean — in< 
which  ftie  is  by  nature  fo  defective — for  the  reception  of  fhips  of  the  line,  and  the  Na- 
tion of  warlike  fleets. 

The  port  of  Cherbourg,  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  from  its  vicinity  to  England,  and 
its  direct  oppofite  pofition  to  the  coaft  of  Hampihire,  feemed  immediately  calculated  for 
thispurpofe;  and,  undoubtedly,  could  its  natural  defects  be  remedied  by  art,  it  would 
prove  a  raoft  advantageous  ftation  to  the  French  fleets  in  a  war  with  England,  and  could: 

not: 
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nor  fVil  to  become  highly  detrimental  to  that  power:  the  fcheme  was,  accon'  ;(y, 
ad(  pled  with  great  Spirit,  and  carried  on  at  an  immenfe  expence.  For  the  road  lacing 
ahout  a  league  and  a  half  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  notwithstanding  the  partial  cov^r 
of  a  low  illand,  which  confiderably  ferves  to  break  the  violence  of  the  waves,  i«  .11 
much  expofed  to  the  north  and  north-weft  winds  ;  to  remedy  which  it  was  propof«  -  co 
cover  the  road  entirely  by  a  fucceffion  of  moles  on  that  fide,  leaving  or»ly  two  u-fFc'cnt 
openings,  one  for  the  paflage  of  fhipsof  the  largeft  fize,  and  the  other  lor  trad  ng  \  hels. 
One  of  thefe  moles  was  to  be  carried  through  the  iiland  (  which  was  moftly  overflown 
in  Spring-tides)  and  the  others  were  to  have  their  foundations  laid,  and  their  fuperftruc- 
ture  raifed,  in  a  deep  and  boifterous  fea.  The  labour  was  vaft,  but  the  object  was  highly 
inviting;  for,  if  the  fences  could  be  completed,  large  fleets,  cqmpofed  of  the  moil  capi- 
tal fhips,  might  ride  fecurely  at  anchor  within  them  in  all  weather.  Forts,  with  batte- 
ries of  the  heaviefi  cannon,  were  to  be  erected  on  the  different  moles  in  fuch  Situations 
as  to  be  themfelves  impregnable,  and  to  render  the  approach  of  an  enemy  utterly  im- 
practicable. A  capacious  bafon,  with  docks,  and  all  the  other  appendages  to  a  great  na- 
Tal  arfenal,  were  to  be  constructed  in  and  adjoining  to  the  harbour  and  town.  The 
number  of  hands  employed  in  this  vaft  defign  was  fuited  to  its  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance ;  and  the  removal  and  placing,  by  any  number,  of  thofe  immenfe  maffes  of  folid 
rock,  which,  in  fo  rough  a  fea,  could  alone  lay  the  foundations  of  fuch  Stupendous  piles 
of  building,  would  have  appeared  impoflible  to  any  who  had  not  before  feen  or  heard  of 
fimilar  exertions  of  human  labour  and  art. 

This  Herculean  labour  was  deemed  of  fuch  national  importance,  that  the  king,  who 
had  never  before  travelled  to  any  confiderable  distance  from  the  metropolis,  took  a  jour- 
ney on  purpofe  to  behold  its  progrefs.  Even  now,  as  it  might  be  faid,  in  its  infant  State, 
he  could  not  behold  without  furprize  the  Stupendous  parts  of  that  mighty  work  which 
were  already  vifible.  The  Supporters  of  the  moles  were  in  the  form  of  cones,  and  of  fo 
prodigious  a  bulk,  that  the  timber  caflbons  in  which  they  were  enclofed  were  fixty 
French  fathoms  in  diameter  at  the  bottom.  One  of  thefe  was  fuccefsfully  launched — 
on  the  twenty-fecond  of  June — in  the  king's  prefence,  an  event  which  fcarcely  afford- 
ed greater  joy  to  the  architect,  than  fatisfacYion  to  the  monarch,  who  did  not  attempt  to 
.conceal  his  aitonifhment  at  this  incredible  exertion  of  human  power. 

The  proof,  afforded  by  fome  of  the  Stipulations  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  with  Eng- 
land, of  the  decreafe  of  religious  prejudices  in  France,  was  happily  confirmed  by  the 
fubfequent  tranfaclions  of  the  prefent  year.  Inftead  of  thofe  perfecuting  edicts  which 
.the  crown  had  formerly  iSfued  againft  its  own  fubje£ts,  on  matters  of  religion,  this  pro- 
pitious period  was  fignalized  by  an  arret,  inviting  Strangers  of  all  Christian  nations  and 
religious  perfuafions  whatever  to  fettle  in  the  country,  enabling  them  to  purchafe  lands, 
and  to  enjoy  all  the  common  rights  of  citizens. 

It 
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It  afforded  a  fmgular  object  of  moral  and  political  confideration,  to  behold  fourteen 
vefTds  from  North  America  arrive  together  in  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  freighted  with 
the  families,  goods,  and  property  of  a  colony  of  Quakers  and  Baptifts  (the  mod:  rigid, 
perhaps  in  their  religious  principles  of  any  among  the  reformed)  who  came  to  fettle  at 
that  place,  in  a  Roman  Catholic  country,  and  under  the  government  of  the  French 
monarch  ;  two  circumilances,  the  moft  diredly  oppofite  to  their  ancient  fentimentc, 
whether  political  or  religious.  Thefe  people  amounted  to  about  a  hundred  families,  and 
were  deftined  to  the  proiecution  of  the  whale  and  other  fifheries,  in  which  they  had  long- 
been  diftinguifhed  for  their  eminence  at  home.  M.  deCalonne  had  the  honour  of  forming 
the  fcheme,  of  inviting  them,  and  of  giving  them  every  encouragement  they  could  de- 
fire;  particularly  in  every  poflible  fecurity  for  the  prefervation  of  their  civil  rights  and 
religious  freedom.  The  ruin  which  befel  the  American  oil  trade,  and  fifheries,  through 
their  unhappy  reparation  from  England,  afforded  the  opportunity  on  one  fide,  andim- 
pofed  the  neceifity  on  the  other. 

Another  arret  was  iffued  about  the  fame  time  as  the  former,  for  the  encouragement  of 
crtifts  and  manufacf  urers  of  all  nations  to  fettle  in  France,  by  allowing  them  the  fame 
privileges  which  they  enjoyed  in  their  native  countries,  with  exemptions  from  all  duties 
for  a  limited  time,  on  any  importation  of  the  raw  materials  ufed  in  their  manufactures, 
as  well  as  from  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  all  perfonal  duties  to  themfeives  and  their 
workmen  ;  on  thefe  conditions  they  were  bound  to  continue  for  a  given  number  of  years 
in  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  greater  fecurity  were  not  to  form  their  fettlements  within 
feven  leagues  of  the  frontier;  but  at  the  expiration  of  the  prefcribed  term  they  were  to 
be  at  full  liberty  to  depart,  when,  and  in  whatever  manner  was  moft  convenient  to  them, 
and  to  remove  their  property  as  well  as  their  perfons  wherever  they  fhould  think  proper, , 
the  kinggiving  up  the  droit  dfAnbahie  entirely  in  their  favour. 

It  would  have  been  a  ftrange  folecifm  in  policy  to  encourage  and  allure  foreign  Pro- 
teftants  to  fettle  in  the  kingdom,  without  reftoring  the  numerous  natives  of  that  perfua- 
fion,  in  fome  confnierabie  degree,  to  the  rights  of  citizens-  But  though  the  king  and 
government  ftrongly  inclined  to  grant  every  indulgence  to  the  native  Proteftants,  ftill  a 
variety  of  circuinftances  concurred  to  prevent  a  complete  reftitution  of  the  rights  which 
they  formerly,  poffeffed.  In  cafes  of  this  nature,  it  will  ever  be  found  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  draw  fo  ft  rait  and  equal  a  line  between  the  public  religious  eftablifhment  of  the 
country,  and  that  which  is  only  tolerated,  as  can  afford  full  fatisfadtion  to  both  parties. 
The  one  will,  invariably,  regard  whatever  is  granted  either  as  an  encroachment  on,  or 
asendange/ing  its  own  rights,  while  the  impatience  of  the  other  is  apt  to  encreafe  with 
every  advantage  or  favour,  and  paft  conceffions  only  operate  as  a  ftimulus  to  future  ex- 
ertions— as  a  proyocatiye  to  fruition  more  perfedf  and  complete, 

Somethings 
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Something,  however,  was  done  in  favour  of  the  French  Proteftants,  though,  probably, 
not  fo  much  as  was  wifhed,  or  even  intended.  The  legitimacy  of  their  marriage  was 
admitted,  and  the  rights  of  inheritance  confequently  eflablifhed,  under  the  condition  of 
the  former  being  regiftered  in  an  office  appointed  for  that  purpofe  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 
They  were  likewife  permitted  to  inftitute  places  of  public  worfhip,  on  condition  that  fuch 
places  lhould  bear  only  the  outward  appearance  of  private  houfes  ;  in  thofe  they  were 
entitled  to  the  free  exercife  of  their  religious  rites,  fubjedt  to  the  fingle  reftriction  of 
keeping  the  doors  fhut  during  the  fervice.  Their  paftors  were  of  courfe  exonerated 
from  all  the  penalties  prefcribed  by  former  laws.  By  this  means,  a  confiderable  opening 
was  made  towards  affording  relief  to  that  numerous  body  of  people,  who,  after  all  the 
loffes  they  had  fuftained  by  wars,  emigrations,  and  punifhments,  and  the  long  and  con- 
tinued oppreffions  thty  had  endured,  ftill  amounted  to  a  fifth  or  fixth  of  the  whole  in- 
habitants of  the  kingdom,  the  loweft  eftimates  rating  their  number  at  four  millions. 

Some  indulgences  were  alfo  extended,  at  this  period,  to  the  peafantry  in  France  ;  that 
-moft  valuable  order  of  men,  who  conftitute  the  foundation  of  ftrength,  wealth,  and 
-power,  in  every  community  that  pofTefTes  them,  and  who  had  too  long  been  defpifed 
and  opprefted,  with  an  equal  difrcgard  of  natural  juftice  and  political  wifdom,  not  only 
in  France,  but  in  moft  other  countries.  They  were  now  relieved  from  that  intolerable 
bondage  and  continued  oppreffion  to  which  they  had  fo  long  been  fubje&ed,  under  the 
arbitrary  domination  of  inferior  mercenary  officers— invariably  the  worft  of  tyrants!— 
with  refpeel  to  the  heavy  labour  to  which  they  were  bound  in  the  repair  and  construc- 
tion of  the  roads  ;  thefe  petty  minifters  of  the  civil  power,  either  haraffing  them  by  the 
moft  fhamelefs  extortion  of  money,  which  their  poverty  could  fo  ill  fpare,  or  compell- 
ing them,  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  to  attend  with  their  carts  and  draught  cattle  to  the  duty 
of  the  roads,  at  feafons  when  the  ftate  of  their  crops  more  peculiarly  called  for  their 
care  and  attention.  A  new  fyftem  was  adopted  with  refpecl  to  the  roads;  the  farmers  were 
difcharged  from  the  duty,  and  the  work  was  to  be  performed  by  labourers  hired  at  the 
.public  expence. 

An  edict  was  likewife  pafTed  which  afforded  a  fecurity  that  was  greatly  wanting  to  the 
■community  in  general,  but  more  particularly  to  the  trading  and  manufacturing  part 
with  refpecT:  both  to  their  perfons  and  property.  Many  cities  and  corporations  pofTefTed 
the  municipal  authority  of  arrefting  the  perfons  and  detaining  the  property  of  ftrangers 
who  came  tranfiently  within  their  jurifdi6tion,  for  real  or  pretended  charges  of  debt  pre- 
ferred againft  them  by  perfons  at  any  diftance,  and  fometimes  in  the  remoteft  provinces. 
The  moft  doubtful  documents  were  received  as  fufficient  grounds  for  thefe  aclions  ;  and 
•the  general  necefTary  confequence  was,  that  the  defendant,  if  far  from  home,  and  no  pow- 
erful connection  at  hand,  was  totally  ruined,  at  the  fuit,  perhaps,  of  an  unknown,  and  un- 
heard of  plaintiffs  before  he  could  find  means  to  extricate  his  perfon  or  property.     The 
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enormity  was  fo  glaring,  that  its  exiftence  for  any  length  of  time  would  appear  almofl  in- 
credible, if  fimilar  inftances  of  the  long-fufferance  of  evil,  through  the  fupinenefs  of 
rulers,  and  the  defect  of  fpirit  or  power  in  the  injured,  had  not  been  obfervable  in  all 
countries ;  it  was  now,  however,  abolifhed,  and  this  crying  grievance  effectually 
redrafted  7. 

But  though  thefe  edicts  evinced  a  ftrong  difpofition  in  the  government  to  alleviate  the 
diftrefs,  and  promote  the  profperity  of  the  fubjedt,  yet  were  the  people  but  little  inclined 
to  fubmit  to  thofe  burthens  which  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom  rendered  indifpenfably 
neceflary.  When  the  edict  for  regiftering  the  loan  at  the  conclufion  of  the  preceding 
year,  which  amounted  to  the  fum  of  three  millions,  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  was  prefented  to  the  parliament  of  Paris,  the  murmurs  of  the  people,  and  the 
remonftrances  of  that  aflembly,  feemed  to  threaten  a  determined  refinance  to  the  mea- 
fure.  The  king,  however,  Signified  to  the  felect  deputation  that  were  commiftioned  to 
convey  their  remonftrances  to  the  throne,  that  he  expected  to  be  obeyed  without  farther 
delay;  accordingly  the  royal  mandate  was  complied  with,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  re- 
gistration took  place  on  the  next  day  ;  but  it  was  accompanied  with  a  refolution,  import- 
ine  that  public  economy  was  the  only  genuine  fource  of  abundant  revenue,  the  only 
means  of  providing  for  the  neceflities  of  the  ftate,  and  reftoring  that  credit  which  was  al- 
mofl annihilated  by  frequent  borrowing. 

As  foon  as  this  proceeding  was  known,  the  king  required  the  attendance  of  the  grand 
deputation  of  parliament ;  he  erafed  from  their  records  the  refolution  that  had  been 
adopted  ;  and  obferved,  that,  though  it  was  his  pleafure  that  the  parliament  mould  com- 
municate, by  its  refpectful  reprefentations,  whatever  might  intereft  the  good  of  the  pub- 
lic, yet  he  never  would  confent  that  they  mould  fo  far  abufe  his  confidence  and  clemency 
as  to  erect  themfelvesinto  thecenfors  of  his  adminiflration  ;  he  expected  in  future  that 
they  mould  confine  their  expreflions  within  the  limits  of  wifdom  and  loyalty  ;  he  de- 
clared himfelf  fatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  comptroller-general,  and  determined  on 
110  account  to  fufFer  groundlefs  apprehenfions  to  interfere  with  thofe  plans  which  had  for 
their  exclufive  object  the  good  of  the  ftate  and  the  eafe  of  the  nation  ;  and  more  ftrong- 
ly  to  mark  his  difpleafure  at  their  expoftulations,  he  directed  the  difmiflion  from  farther 


1  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  a  lingular  and  unexampled  inftance  of  change  in  thefjitt- 
ments  of  the  weftern  world,  that  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  this  year  elected,  as  one  of  their  foreign 
correspondents,  a  Mr.  Liftel,  a  free  black,  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  a  feries  of  cu- 
rious and  extremely  well-calculated  meteorological  observations ;  thus  breaking  down,  in  forae  degree,  the  ftrong 
and  long-eftablifhed  line  of  diftinction  between  colours,  and  holding  out  encouragement  to  future  Africans  to  cul- 
tivate philofophy  and  the  fciences,  by  Shewing  them  that  the  way  was  opened  to  academical  honours,  whenever 
merited,  without  any  regard  to  the  country  or  natural  hue  of  the  ingenious  proficient, 
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fervice  of  one   of  their  officers  who  had  appeared  molt  active   lh  forwarding  the  late 
refolution. 

Though  monfieur  de  Calonne  could  not  fail  to  be  highly  flattered  by  the  approbation 
and  fupport  of  his  fovereign,  yet  the  oppofition  of  the  parliament,  at  a  period  when  their 
affiftance  was  peculiarly  necelTary,  mortified  him  moft  fenfibly.  The  alarming  ftate  of 
the  finances  demanded  the  moft  ferious  attention.  The  taxes,  though  numerous,  were 
wholly  unequal  to  the  fupply  of  the  current  expences  of  the  ftate,  and  to  the  difcharge 
of  the  intereft  or  annuities  rifingon  the  various  funds.  The  expenditure  of  courfe  great- 
ly exceeded  the  revenue';  and,  as  new  funds  could  not  be  raifed,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
defperate  meafure  of  withholding  the  payment  of  the  annuities  to  tbe  public  creditors 
for  a  fum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  deficiency.  The  diftrefs  and  calamity  occafioned 
thereby  to  numbers  of  people,  excited  great  difcontents  ;  and  the  murmurs  were  encreaf- 
ed  by  the  undue  preference  fuppofed  to  be  given  to  thofe  clafles  whofe  payments  were 
not  flopped. 

The  crown,  with  refpedt  to  all  that  lay  within  its  own  immediate  cognizance  and 
power,  acted  the  nobleft  part  during  this  ftate  of  public  embarraffment  and  diftrefs.  In- 
capable of  comprehending  the  complicated  details,  and  the  perplexed  fituation  of  the 
national  finances,  the  king  endeavoured  to  alleviate  tbe  diftrefles  of  the  people,  by  cur- 
tailing the  expences  of  his  court,  houfhold,  and  even  of  his  royal  perfon.  But  though 
thefe  reductions  were  fo  great  as  to  trench  deeply  upon  the  long-eftablifhed  fplendour  of 
the  crown,  and  though  the  favings  were  accordingly  very  confiderable,  yet  they  failed  of 
anfwering  the  patriotic  and  generous  intention  of  the  monarch,  when  plunged  into  the 
abyfs  of  public  debts,  demands,  and  neceffities.  The  free  gifts  granted  by  the  clergy, 
and  other  public  bodies,  produced  as  little  permanent  effect;  and,  amidft  the  multitude  of 
demands,  could  fcarcely  afford  relief  to  any  pecuniary  neceflity  of  the  court. 

Thefe  circumftances,  with  the  alarming  clamour  and  difcontent  which  they  produced, 
rendeied  the  adoption  of  fome  fpeedy  and  decifive  meafure  indifpenfably  requifite.     The 

*  It  appears,  from  the  ftatement  annexed  to  M.  de  Calonne's  "Requefte  au  Roi,"  published  in  Tji-j,  that  in  the 
year  1783,  the  expenditure  exceeded  the  revenue,  eighty  millions  of  livres;  in  1784,  eighty-five  millions;  in  1785, 
ene  hundred  millions;  and  in  1786,  one  hundred  and  twelve  millions,  or  upwards  of  four  millions,  fix  hundred. 
andftxty-fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling;  and  that  in  order  to  cover  this  deficit,  to  pay  off  the  navy  debt,  which  alone 
exceeded  nine  millions  fterling,  and  other  extraordinary  expences  incurred  by  the  late  war,  and  fince  the  peace,  fix 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres,  or  upwards  of  twenty-feven  millions,  eighty -three  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
had  been  borrowed,  within  the  fpace  of  three  years.  This  circumftancc  arofe  from  the  extreme  un^v  ill ingnefs  of 
the  king  to  impofe  additional  burdens  on  the  people,  and  his  confequent  anxiety  to  protract  the  evil  hour,  as  long- 
as  poflible,  an  injudicious  meafure,. though  proceeding  from  the  beftof  motives.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact — but  not 
more  Angular  than  true — that  the  humanity  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  almoft  invariably,  proved  prejudicial  to  his 
own  intereft  and  happinefs,  and  not  unfrequently  detrimental  to  the.  welfare  of  the  ftate. 
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I?86.]  LEWIS     THE     SIXTEENTH.  I3I 

crown,  wearied  out  by  the  repeated  failure  and  difappointment  which  it  had  experienced 
in  the  fchenjes  and  undertakings  of  minifters,  and  finding  its  difficulties  every  day  en- 
creafing,  and  becoming  more  infupportable,  determined  at  length  to  throw  itfelf  upon  the 
affection  and  wifdom  of  the  nation  for  fuccour  and  fupport.  Though  this  falutary  mea- 
fure  was  propofed  hy  M.  de  Calonne,  k  was  adopted  by  the  king  with  fo  good  a  grace, 
that  it  fesmed  to  flow  fpontaneoufly  from  his  own  good  difpofition  and  will  ;  and  it  would 
have  proved  a  moll  happy  circumftance  for  France — had  fhe  known  how  to  profit  by  it — 
that  her  prefent  monarch  neither  poffeffed  the  obftinate,  overbearing,  arbitrary  temper  of 
fome  of  his  predeceflbrs,  nor  had  configned  his  power  into  the  hands  of  miftrefles  and 
favourites,  and  fuffered  his  mind  to  be  corrupted  by  the  vanity  and  pleafures  of  a  volup- 
tuous court. 

The  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  ftate  have,  in  many  countries,  rendered  it  neceffary 
for  monarchs  to  apply  to  the  collective  refourcesand  collective  councils  of  the  nation. 
The  modification  of  regal  authority,  and  the  admiflion  of  the  public  into  a  participation 
of  that  authority,  has  generally  been  attended  with  confequences  eafy  and  happy  to  both. 
Few  kings,  however,  have  had  recourfe  to  this  expedient  until  they  had  exhaufted  every 
other  means  of  fupply  ;  they  moft  commonly  confulted  their  fubjecls  after  the  adoption 
of  irregular  or  violent  meafures  for  encreafing  the  revenue  they  already  poffeffed,  and 
thus  loft  the  merit  of  a  generous  reliance  on  the  approbation  and  affection  of  their  peo- 
ple, feeming  rather  to  be  driven  to  them  by  neceffity,  [than  to  be  turned  to  them  through 
choice.  This  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  prefent  government  of  France.  Little  refort, 
in  comparifon  with  the  exactions  of  former  reigns,  had  been  had  to  compulfory  loans, 
arbitrary  extenfion  of  taxes,  alteration  in  the  value  of  the  coin,  or  to  any  of  thofe  modes 
of  violence  and  chicane  which  had  been  fo  frequently  adopted  by  the  French  monarchs. 
On  the  contrary,  from  the  moment  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  turned  his  attention  ferioufly 
to  the  improvement  of  his  revenues,  the  object  had  been  to  eftablifh  a  bafis  of  public 
credit.  This  was  began,  as  we  have  before  fhewn,  under  the  admin iftration  of  Mr. 
Neckar,  by  a  general  expofure  of  the  finances.  The  public  were  folemnly  called  in  to 
the  council  of  the  monarch,  and  defired  to  judge  for  themfelves  in  a  concern  of  fuch 
great  and  general  importance.  A  great  ftep,  not  to  the  forms  but  to  the  fubfbnce  of 
public  liberty,  and,  perhaps,  the  greateft  advance  that  ever  was  made  by  a  king  towards 
theeftablifhment  of  a  free  conftitution.  With  more  or  lefs  regularity,  this  fyftein  had 
been  purfued  ever  fince,  until,  by  its  natural  operation,  combined  with  the  growing  ne- 
ceffities  of  the  government,  it  led  to  the  calling  of  the  affembly  of  the  notables,  and, 
from  thence,  to  a  more  univerfal  application  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

The  writs  for  calling  together  the  affembly  of  the  Notables— whofe  object  (to  ufe  the 
words  of  M.  de  Calonne)  was  to  enlighten  the  nation  with  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the  fi- 
nances, and  to  impr.efs  on  the  minds  of  the  people  the  neceffity  of  a  ftrong  and  efficacious 
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remedy  for  the  diforders  that  prevailed  therein9 — were  dated  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  De- 
cember, 1786  ;  they  were  addreffed  to  feven  princes  of  the  blood,  nine  dukes  and  peers 
ot  France,  eight  field-marfhals,  twenty-two  nobles,  eight  counfellors  of  ftate,  four 
matters  of  requefts,  eleven  prelates,  thirty-feven  of  the  heads  of  the  law,  twelve  deputies 
of  the  Pays  d'Etat,  the  lieutenant-civil,  and  twenty-five  magiftrates  of  the  different 
towns  of  the  kingdom.  The  number  of  members  was  one  hundred  and  forty-four  ;  and 
the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  1787,  was  the  day  appointed  for  their  opening. 

A.  D.  1787.]  The  ficknefs  and  death  of  M.  de  Vergennes,  a  minifter  whofe  politi- 
cal intrigues  and  extenfive  views,  joined  to  a  very  intimate  knowledge  of  the  refpe&ive 
ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  foreign  ftates,  and  of  thofc  invifible  fprings  of  action  by  which 
they  might  be  fwayed  or  divided,  occafioned  the  meeting  of  the  affembly  to  be  poftponed 
to  the  twenty-fecond  of  February.  In  the  mean  time,  the  marquis  de  Montmorion, 
who  had  been  long  initiated  in  the  political  principles  and  defigns  of  the  count  de  Ver- 
gennes, was,  at  his  own  fpecial  recommendation,  appointed  to  be  his  fucceffbr  as  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs. 

The  king  went  in  the  greateft  magnificence,  accompanied  by  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
and  attended  by  all  the  great  officers  of  the  ftate  and  houfhold,  to  dignify  the  opening  of 
the  new  affembly  of  the  Notables. 

In  laying  before  this  body  the  various  matters  which  were  to  become  the  fubje&s  of 
their  deliberation,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  minifter  fhould  give  a  fatisfa&ory  explanation 
of  thefe  caufes  which  opened  the  way  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  public  embarraffment  and 
diftrefs.  In  doing  this,  M.  de  Calonne,  with  proper  addrefs,  endeavoured  to  make  a  fa- 
vourable impreflion  on  the  minds  of  his  audience,  by  exhibiting  the  pleafing  and  bright 
fide  of  the  pidture,  before  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of  difplaying  the  reverfe.  With- 
this  view,  in  his  introductory  fpeech,  he  enumerated  the  various  great  and  glorious,  a* 
well  as  the  patriotic  and  beneficial  a£ts  of  the  prefent  reign  :  in  this  fummary,  he  parti- 
cularly afcribed  to  the  king  the  creation  of  a  marine  which  had  rendered  the  French  flag 
imiverfaliy  refpedied,  and  the  protection  and  confirmation  of  the  liberties  ©f  a  New 
World,  which,  in  confequenee  of  its  feparation  from  a  rival  power,  was  now  become  a 
friend  and  ally  ;  after  having  terminated  an  honourable  war  by  a  folid  peace,  his  majefty, 
he  averred,  had  proved  himfelf  worthy  to  be  confidered  as  the  moderator  of  all  Europe  : 
he  had  not  then  given  hiinfelf  up  to  a  barren  inaction  ;  he  was  too  fenfible  how  much 
full  remained  to  be  done  for  the  happinefs  of  his  fubje£ts ;  and  the  affuring  to  his  people- 
i  free  and  extenfive  commerce  abroad,  the  procuring  a  good  adminiftration  at  home,  with 
the  encouragement  and  eftablifhment  ot  ufeful  arts  and  manufactures,  were  the  objects 
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of  his  invariable  purfuit,  and  fhould  ever  continue  the  point  to  which  his  views  would 
be  directed.  The  three  new  treaties  of  commerce,  concluded  with  Holland,.  England, 
and  Ruffia,  were  adduced  as  illuftrations  of  thefe  pofitions. 

After  this  exordium,  which  he  dwelt  on  with  complacency,  the  minifter  had  to  reverfe 
the  fcene,  and  exhibit  the  darkfide  of  the  picture.  He,  accordingly,  entered  into  long 
details,  to  fhew  the  deplorable  ftate  in  which  he  found  the  finances,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  head  of  that  department,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  American  war.  A  vail  unfund- 
ed debt ;  all  annuities  and  intereft  greatly  in  arrear  ;  all  the  coffers  empty  ;  the  public 
frocks  fallen  to  the  loweft  point ;  circulation  interrupted,  and  all  credit  and  confidence 
deftroyed.  He  then  (hewed  the  meafures  which  he  had  purfued,  and  the  happy  effects 
they  had  produced — fo  far  as  his  means  could  reach — in  remedying  this  complication  of 
evils.  Through  thefe  efforts  public  credit  was  re-eftablifhed,  the  flocks  brought  a  fair 
price  at  market,  money  was  plentiful,  and  the  Caljfe  d'Efcompe  had  now  fettled  its  credit 
upon  a  firm  bafis.  Great  andexpenfivs  public  works,  of  the  utmoft  national  importance 
and  utility,  had  likewife  been  undertaken,  and  were  now  far  advanced  towards  comple- 
tion ;  it  would  be  needlefs  (0  repeat  to  that  affembly  what  had  been  done,  and  was  doing, 
with  refpedt  to  the  harbours  of  Cherburgh,  Havre,  Rochelle,  and  Dunkirk. 

But  with  all  thefe  pleafant  circumftances  and  favourable  appearances,  an  evil  ftill  re- 
mained behind  of  the  m«ft  alarming  and  ruinous  nature  :  an  evil  which  muft  every  year 
encreafe  in  its  magnitude,  and,  at  length,,  become  fatal  in  its  effect,  if  not  timely  correct- 
ed: this  was  the  great  annual  deficiency  of  the  public  revenue,  with  refpedt  to  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  current  public  expence.  It  was  an  evil  which  went  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
rninifters,  and  baffled  all  fchemes  of  induftry  and  economy.  Eternal  borrowing  would 
neceffarily  operate  as  an  eternal  aggravation  of  the  evil ;  additional  taxes  would  opprefs 
the  people,  whom  the  king  moft  anxioufly  wifhed  to  relieve  ;  anticipation  on  the  reve- 
nue of  fubfequent years  had  already  been  carried  to  a  ruinous  extent;  and  with  refpedt 
to  economy,  and  the  reform  of  expences,  the  king  had  already,  not  only  in  his  houfhold, 
but  in  other  departments,  carried  thefe  points  asTaras  could  be  done  without  weakening 
the  ftate  and  government.  It  was  then  in  the  reform  of  abufes,  that  the  king  and  his 
rninifters  trufted  principally  to  find  refources  for  exonerating  the  crown  and  the  nation 
from  this  intolerable  grievance  and  evil.  In  the  abufes  themfelves  would  be  found  a  great 
fund  which  the  king  had  a  right  to  reclaim.  This  was  a  fubject,  the  importance  of 
which  neceffarily  demanded  all  the  collected  wifdom,  attention,  and  fagacity  of  the 
affembly,  and  it  was  accordingly,  recommended,  in  the  ftrongfl  terms,  to  their  deli- 
beration. 

The  four  principal  objects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  affembly  was  invited,  and  on 
vhich  the  minifter  had  placed  a  great  reliance  for  theredrefs  of  thofe  evils  on  which 

he 
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he  had  ftrongly  expatiated,  were — The  eftahlifliment  of  a  general  and  pqual  land-tax, 
from  which  no  rank  or  order  of  men  was  to  be  exempted  :  the  pofleflion^of  the  clergy, 
and  their  exemption  from  imports  :  the  Mate  of  internal  taxation  :  and  the  railing  of 
money  by  mortgaging  the  demefne  lands  of  the  crown.  But  the  grand  and  eflential  ob- 
ject of  reform,  and  that  which  the  court  had  particularly  at  heart,  was  an  equalization 
of  the  public  burthens,  by  rendering  the  taxes  general,  which  would  have  made  them 
bearable,  and  comparatively  eafy,  inftead  of  their  falling  upon  the  lower  and  mod  ufe 
ful  clafleg  of  the  people,  to  the  difcouragement  and  ruin  of  enterprize  and  indultry, 
whether  with  refpedt  to  manufacture  or  agriculture.  The  ancient  nobility  and  clergy 
had  ever  been  free  from  all  public  afTefTinents,  and,  confidering  this  as  one  of  their  moil 
diftinguifhed  privileges,  it  was  of  courfe  the  moft  difficult  to  be  refigned.  Had  the  evil, 
great  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  gone  no  farther,  it  might  ftill,  perhaps,  have  been  patiently 
endured,  from  the  mifchief  it  produced  beingconfined  within  certain  fixed  and  cuftoinary 
limits.  But  through  the  fhameful  cuftom  of  felling  patents  of  nobility,  fuch  crouds  of 
new  nobleffe  ftarted  up,  that  every  province  in  the  kingdom  was  filled  with  them  ;  for  the 
,.  firffc  object  with  thofe  who  had  acquired  fortunes  rapidly,  by  whatever  means,  was,  next  to 
the  purchafe  of  an  efiate,  that  of  a  patent,  which,  befides  the  gratification  of  a  vanity  fo  pe- 
culiarly predominant  with  fuch  people,  afforded  an  exemption  to  them  and  their  pofterity 
from  a  proportionable  contribution  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  or  alleviating  the  dif- 
trefles  of  the  public  which  many  of  them  had  contributed  to  augment.  The  magis- 
trates, likewife,  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  were  exceedingly  numerous,  enjoyed  their 
fhare  of  thefe  exemptions  ;  fo  that  the  great  weight  of  the  taxes  fell  upon  thofe  who 
were  the  leaft  able  to  bear  them. 

That  nothing  could  be  more  juft  and  noble  than  the  project  of  equalizing  the  public 
burthens,  was  unquestionably  true;  -but  how  the  minifter  could  hope  for  fuccef3  in  a 
meafure  which  required  the  fanction  of  thofe  very  perfons  who  were  immediately  inte- 
refted  in  oppofing  it  cannot  eafily  be  conceived.  The  event  was  fuch  as  might  have 
been  expected  ;  the  moft  decided  oppofition  appeared  in  the  affembly  ;  the  very  neceffity 
for  the  reforms  fo  ftrenuoufly  urged  by  M.  de  Calonne  was  denied  by  thofe  in  whom 
perfonal  intereft  fuperfeded  every  other  confederation  ;  and  the  Statement  of  the  finances, 
which  differed,  in  fome  points,  from  the  Compte  Rendu  of  M.  Neckar,  was  oppofed  by 
monfieur  de  Buenne,  archbifhop  of  Touloufe,  (the  friend  of  that  financier)  whofe  am- 
bition led  him  toafpire  to  the  place  now  occupied  by  M.  de  Calonne. 

But  the  enemies  of  the  minifter,  not  content  with  arraigning  his  underftanding,  im- 
peached his  integrity:  and  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  who,  in  fubfequent  events  of  the  re- 
volution, is  deftined  to  appear  in  a  very  confpicuous  light,  did  not  fcruple  to  rank  the 
comptroller-general  among  thofe  fordid  wretches,  who  prefered  their  fortune  to  their 
honour ;  he  added,  that  all  his  operations  bore  the  ftamp  of  defpotifm  and  perfonal  in- 
tereft; 
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tereft  ;  and  he  called  upon  the  Notables,  to  add refs  their  fovereign  in  the  honeft  language 
of  truth;  "  let  them  tell  him,"  faid  he,  "  that  a  man  who  was  eftranged  from  every 
«  principle  of  good  faith,  of  fidelity  in  engagements,  of  refpea  to  property,  was  unfit 
•*  to  be  entrufted  with  the  direction  of  commerce,  of  contracts,  and  of  law.  Let  them 
w  tell  him,  that  pliancy  of  fpirit,  faculty  of  ftudy,  correanefs  of  ftyles,'  the  elegance  of 
"  his  preambles,  the  charms  of  his  elocution,  were  but  fo  many  new  crimes  in  a  mini- 
"  fier,  who  developed  with  fkill,  the  principles  of  an  honeft  policy,  and  eluded  and  in- 
"  fulted  them  in  his  praaice."  But  the  petulant  inveaives  of  a  man  whofe  neglea 
and  violations  of  all  locial,  moral,  and  religious  duties,  were  proverbial  and  have  had 
little  effea  on  the  well-eftablifhed  regulation  of  de  Calonne,  had  not  a  combination  of 
concurring  events  given  force  to  the  arguments,  and  efficacy  to  the  meafures  of  his 
adverfaries. 

The  united  efforts  of  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  magiftracy,  were  fuccefsfulty 
exerted  to  promote  the  deftruaion  of  a  man  who  had  conceived  the  falutary  projea  of 
deftroying  fuch  of  their  privileges  as  were  hoftile  to  the  public  welfare.  The  people 
were  brought  to  believe,  that  he  intended  to  load  them  with  new  taxes ;  and  thus  the 
blind  and  giddy  multitude  were  rendered  inftrumental  to  the  ruin  of  the  firft  minifler 
who  had  ever  attempted  to  do  them  any  effential  fervice,.  Such  has  in  general,  but  unfor- 
tunately, been  the  reward  of  thofe  who — without  having  eftablifhed  a  previous  confi- 
dence, which  is  indeed,  not  often  gained  without  the  aid  of  fome  fpecious  deception,  have 
attempted  to  ferve  the  public  at  large.  Effeaual  meafures,  were,  at  the  fame  time,  ufed* 
for  diminifhing  the  king's  confidence  in  the  minifler,  which  would,  probably,  have  been 
fufficiently  fhaken,  without  fuch  infidious  attempts,  by  the  public  clamour. 

M.  de  Calonne,  finding  it  impoffible  to  ftem  the  torrent,  or  in  any  manner  to  fcreen 
himfelf  from  the  obloquy,  which  was  direded  againft  him  from  all  quarters,  not  only 
found  it  neceflary  to  refignhis  office,  in  the  middle  of  the  fitting  of  the  Notables,  but  to 
retire  to  England  for  refuge,  from  this  ftorm  of  perfecution,  which  he  faw  gathering 
with  the  moft  malignant  afpeas.  This  event  took  place  on  the  twelfthof  April,  and  af- 
ter fome  remporary  appointments,  the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe,  was,  in  the  month  of 
May,  appointed  to  the  vacant  office  of  comptroller-general  of  the  finances. 

While  the  mind  of  Lewis  wasaffiduoufly  occupied  by  the  rifing  fpirit  of  difcontent  at' 
home,  his  new  ally,  the  republic  of  Holland,  prefented  a  fcene  of  anarchy  and  faajon, 
that  called  for  his  moft  krious  attention,  the  prince  of  Orange  had  been  ftripped  of  all 
authority,  by  the  adverfe  party,  who  forgetful  of  the  obligations  they  owed  to  his  illuflri- 
ous  ancefteors,  to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  the  efiablifhment  of  their  independence, 
and  the  fecurity  of  their  freedom,  had  redbced  him  to  the  neceffity[of  flying  from  the  Hague, 
and  returning  to  Nimeguen,  where  he  maintained  the  fhadow  of  a  court  j   yet  feeble   as- 

hie- 
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his  influence  might  appear  in  the  united  provinces,  he  was  ftill  formidable  from  his  power- 
ful connections.  His  brother-in-law,  the  new  king  of  Pruffia,  foi  Frederic  the  great 
had  clofed  his  long  and  iplendid  career,  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  promote  thein- 
terefts  of  the  State-holder,  and  had  offered,  in  concert  with  France  to  undertake  the  ar- 
dous  tafk  of  compofing  the  differences  which  diftracted  the  republic. 

The  court  of  Vei  failles  had,  before  this  period,  prefented  to  the  ftates,  by  way  of  pre- 
caution, a  memorial  couched  in  very  equivocal  terms,  in  which  alter  many  proteffions  of 
friendfhip,  regard,  and  attachment,  the  king  of  France,  declared  his  wifhes  to  fee  thofe 
abufes  reformed,  which  had  occafioned  internal  diflenfions  in  the  republic,  and  obf<  rved, 
that  he  fhould  be  happy  to  fee  tranquillity  reitored  upon  the  true  principles  of  its  con- 
ftruction;  but  that,  without  pretending  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  the 
feven  provinces,  he  would,  on  the  contrary,  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  their 
high  mightineffes,  from  being  troubled,  from  without,  as  well  as  within :  it  was  now, 
deemed  expedient,  to  adopt  a  different  tone,  and  the  propofal  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  being 
embraced,  with  apparent  cordiality,  monfieur  de  Rayneval,  who  had  already  acquired 
confiderable  credit  in  negociation,  particularly  in  concluding  the  late  treaty  of  Com- 
merce with  England,  was  appointed  to  be  the  reprefentative  of  Lewis,  in  the  office  of 
mediation. 

But  fair  and  flattering  as  thefe  appearances  were,  it  was  little  hoped  by  thofe,  who 
looked  clofely  into  the  ftate  and  nature  of  things,  that  this  negociation  fhould  produce 
the  effect  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  every  true  friend  to  the  republic.  They  could  not 
believe  that  France,  who  they  knew  to  be  not  only  the  nurfe,  protectrefs,  and  encourager 
of  the  adverfe  faction,  but  to  have  been  the  prime  fomenter  and  inftigator  of  all  their 
violences,  fhould  now  at  once  undo  the  effects  of  all  her  former  craft  and  labour,  by  be- 
coming the  inftrumentof  reftoring  the  prince  of  Orange  to  any  thing  near  that  fhare  of 
■weight  and  power  which  he  before  held  in  the  republic.  This  would  have  been  to  Sacri- 
fice her  own  immediate  interefts  to  the  gratification  of  the  PruflSan  monarch,  to  abandon 
one  of  the  deareft  objects  of  her  policy,  to  mifs  the  only  opportunity  that  had  ever  oc- 
curred of  her  eftablifhing  a  fupreme  and  permanent  controul  in  the  affairs  pf  the  republic, 
and  for  ever  to  lofe,  without  benefit  or  effect,  all  that  gold  which  fhe  had,  for  feveral 
years,  fo  profufely  bellowed  in  fupporting  her  influence  in  Holland,  and  in  feeding  the 
centention*  This  was  a  fource  of  expence,  fo  abundantly  fupplied,  that  a  writer,  who 
appears  to  have  pofleffed  very  unufual  fources  of  information,  and  more  than  a  com- 
mon fhare  of  political  acumen,  has  ventured  to  affert,  that  one  half  of  her  money  thus 
expended,  if  it  had  been  properly  applied  in  the  State-holder's  court,  would  have  pro- 
duced an  influence  there,  infinitely  more  beneficial  in  advancing  and  eftablifhing  her  pur- 
poses, than  any  thing  fhe  derived,  or  could  derive,  from  the  fervices  of  the  republican 
jraders,  on  whom  it  was  bellowed.10 

»  Introduction  to  the  Hirtcry  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  p.  zju 
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It  was  contended,  that  fuch  a  coincidence  on  the  part  of  France  with  the  views  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia  would  not  merely  be  a  direlicYion  of  the  caufe  and  party  which  fhe 
had  fo  long  efpoufed,  but  a  fcandalous  a<5t  of  treachery.  She  had  urged  them  to  theadop- 
tion  of  violent  and  indefenfible  meafures,  and  confequently  involved  them  in  circum- 
itances  of  great  danger  ;  and  now  to  abandon  them  in  the  inftant  of  their  warmeft  hopes, 
when  :!.e  object  of  their  long  and  mutual  purfuit  feemed  nearly  within  their  grafp, 
would  mock  the  feelings  of  all  mankind,  and  appear  alike  foolifh  and  infamous-.  The 
crooked  policy  which  fhe  had  too  long  purfued,  by  which  /he  became  to  be  confidered  as 
the  common  diftuiber  of  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  as  facriticing  all  faith  and  prin- 
ciple to  her  own  advantage,  had  been  the  means  ot  invol  ing  her  in  the  greatcft  difficul- 
ties and  mod  dangerous  fituations,  fo  tha.t  bei  very  exigence  at  one  'ime  feemed  little 
Jeis  than  trufted  to  the  chance  of  a  di;;  She  feemed  of  late,  it  was  laid,  to  adopt  a  fairer 
policy,  and  to  be  ftudious  of  eftabliihing  a  different  character;  but  ii  (he  relapfcd  now, 
it  ■  >uld  av<  a  worfe  effect  than  merely  overthrowing  what  flic  had  hitherto  done  for 
that  purpoie, 

The  event  foon  confirmed  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  had  placed  no  confidence  in  the 
fuc<i  1  rhe  prefect  negociation.  The  terms  fought  to  be' i  fed  on  the  Stadtholder 
by  the  republican  faction  were  fin  ■,  as,  il  granted,  muft  ha*;>  confpletely  fecured  to 
France  that  afcendancy  in  th.e  cot-  -  is  of  Holland  which  ir  had  been  hei  ftant  oh  61 
to  obtain;  but  however  unequal  tl  .       ■     \  nge  might-be  confid*  the  difficnl- 

tkv  rliat  farrounded  him,  every  deficiency  w  ptlied  by  the  genius,  the  fpifit,  and  che 

abilities  of  his  royalconfort,  w  inflexibly  adhered  to  the  refolution  (he  had  formed, 
not  to  fa:  rib"  e,  to  the  feditious  efforts  of  a  faction,  any  ot  the  lawful  rights  that  had 
1  attached  to  the  office  of  Stadtholder.  M-  de  Rayneval,  finding  a!!  his  infidious  en- 
deavours thus  completely  fruftrated,  broke  off,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  the  cerrttpondence 
w)'i  .  had  been  maintained  between  the  Hague  and  Nimcguen,  and  returned  to  Paris 
about  the  middle  of  January,  1787. 

The  failure  of  this  treaty  produced,  between  the  contending  parties,  the  utmoft  acri- 
mony of  recrimination,  and  the  greater!  bittemds  of  reproach  On  the  fide  of  the 
Stadtholder,  it  was  entirely  afcribed  to  the  precipitate  arrogance,  rh€  haughty  affectation 
of  fuperiority,  and  the  imperious  fpirit  ot  the  French  minifhr.  It  was  laid,  that  he 
would  liften  to  no  terms  but  thofe  which  he  ptefcribed  himfclf,  or  fuch  as  were  dilated  by 
the  adverfe  faftion  ;  that  he  appeared  rather  as  the  chofen  advocate  of  that  party,  than  in 
the  character  of  a  common  friend,  or  a  cool  and  impartial  mediator:  thai  he  rather 
feemed  to  confider  the  Stadtholder  as  a  guilty  perfon   In!     ccfl ing  foi  ve- 

neft,' than  as  a  prince,  who  was  placed  by  the  confhtui  the  republic 

claiming  his  juft  rights,  and  demanding  redrefs  for  the  injuries  he  had  fuftainecf. 

o  Oa 
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On  the  other  Pule,  it  was  infiftcd,  with  great  warmth,  that  the  failure  of  fuccefs  pro- 
ceeded entirely  from  the  inflexible  obftinacy  of  the  court  of  Nimcgucn.  That,  far  from 
paying  any  deference  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  who  were  his  lawful  fovereigns,  the  Stadt- 
holder  had  infilled,  in  the  moft  peremptory  manner,  upon  every  part  of  his  claims,  {hew- 
ing no  greater  difpofition  to  relax  in  the  moft  inconfiderable  than  in  the  moft  material 
articles:  that  he  difplayed  no  willingnefs  to  accommodate  himfelf  tothe  unfortunate  fitu- 
ation  in  which  he  was  involved,  nor  to  the  temper  and  circumftances  of  the  times  :  that 
he  had  not  fhewn  the  fmalleft  regret  for  any  of  the  unjuftifiable  meafures  into  which  he 
had  been  precipitated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  feemed  difpofed  pertinacioufly  to  fupport  and 
defend  them  to  the  laft :  and,  in  a  word,  that  a  Angle  conceflion  had  not  even  been  hint- 
ed at  from  his  court ;  but  that  all  the  advances  which  had  been  made,  and  all  the  in- 
ftancesof  moderation,  at  any  times  given,  had  been  difplayed  by  the  States  of  Holland. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  the  republican  party  brought  forward  the  propofal  of 
ftripping  the  Stadtholder  of  thofe  great  offices  of  which  he  had  not  been  yet  dcfpoiled* 
in  the  province  of  Holland  ;  the  queftion  was  agitated  with  the  utmoft  warmth  and 
acrimony  for  two  fucceifive  days  ;  but  thofe  who  had  propofed  it  found,  to  their  furprize, 
the  oppofition  fo  formidable,  and  the  afpe6t  of  the  independent  members  fo  doubtful,  that* 
they  did  not  choofe  to  hazard  the  deciflon  of  a  vote. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  abfence  of  Van  Berkel,  the  firft  penfionary  of  Amfler- 
dam,  greatly  contributed  to  this  defeat ;  he  had  long  been  the  oracle  and  foul  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and  was  well  qualified,  by  his  various  talents  and  endowments,  to  become 
the  leader  of  a  faction  :  his  ambition  was  boundlefs,  but  his  luft  of  wealth  even  ex- 
ceeded his  love  of  power,  and,  ftimulated  by  avarice,  he  had  facrificed  his  influence  at 
home  to  the  lucrative  appointment  of  representing  the  republic  as  minifter- to  the  United- 
States  of  America. 

The  abfence  of  this  celebrated  demagogue  tended  to  embarrafs  the  counfels  of  his  par- 
ty, whofe  fituation  now  became  extremely  critical.  In  all  their  late  meafures  they  had 
been  completely  foiled.  In  the  fenate  of  Amfterdam  their  influence  was  loft;  in  that- 
of  Rotterdam  they  had  been  out-voted  by  a  confiderable  majority  ;  the  provinces  of  Zea- 
land, Friefland,  Utrecht,  and  Guelderland,  were  decidedly  againft  them  ;  and  they  wer& 
now  left  in  a  minority  in  the  aflembly  of  the  States  of  Holland  ;  fo  that  the  (mall  pro- 
vinces of  Groningen  and  Overyflel  alone  remained  firmly  attached  to  them. 

Convinced  by  the  fituation  of  their  affairs,  that  their  very  exiftence,  as  a  party,  de- 
pended on  the  adoption  of  meafures  the  moft  prompt  and  decifive,  they  determined  to  lay- 
afide  all  appearances  of  moderation,  and  to  bring  matters  to  a  crifis.  For  this  purpoffr. 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  turbulent  multitude.  Aflbciations  were  formed,  and  large  fums 
©f  money  fubferibed ;  and  the  burghers,  provided  with  arms,  foon  proceeded  to  atts  of 
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open  violence  and  outrage.  At  Rotterdam  they  furrouniled  the  fenate-houfe,  compelled 
the  fenate  to  depofe  feven  of  their  body,  whom  they  confulered  as  moft  adverfe  to  their 
defigns  ;  and,  veiling  their  violence  under  the  form  of  an  election,  they  filled  the  vacant 
places  with  feven  of  the  moft  zealous  of  their  own  party  ;  and  as  the  degraded  fenators 
comprifed  the  deputies  of  the  city  in  the  affembly  of  the  provincial  ftates,  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  Rotterdam  was  of  courfe  totally  changed. 

On  the  very  fame  day  that  the  fenate  of  Rotterdam  was  purged,  in  this  fummary 
manner,  by  the  armed  burghers,  fimilar  meafures  were  purfued  by  their  turbulent  bre- 
thren at  Amfterdam.  They  furrounded  the  fenate-houfe  betimes  in  the  morning,  and  the 
affrighted  magiftrates  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  them,  which  was  protracted  till  the 
evening  ;  when,  finding  that  they  had  no  alternative,  they  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the 
demand  of  the  burghers,  by  declaring  that  nine  members  of  their  affembly,  whom  the 
republican  party  had  profcribed,  had  abdicated  their  offices.  Among  thefe  victims  to  the 
revolution,  were  three  deputies  to  the  aflembly  of  the  provincial  ftates,  who  had  lately 
voted,  on  fome  occafion,  on  the  fide  of  the  Stadtholder.  At  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  clearing  the  fenate  from  their  adverfaries,  the  four  colonels  of  the  city  militia, 
and  confequently  the  only  legal  commanders  of  the  burghers,  were  deftined  to  experi- 
ence their  perfecution,  and  obliged  to  fend  in  their  resignations. 

Hitherto  the  court  of  Verfailles  had  folid  grounds  for  exulting  in  the  fuccefs  of  their 
party:  the  republican  faction  feemed,  by  the  energy  of  its  meafures,  to  have  recovered 
its  loft  influence;  the  trembling  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Orange  daily  expected  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  torrent;  but  the  turbulent  difpofition  of  the  people,  evidently  di- 
rected to  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  had  at  length  aroufed  from  their  lethargy  the 
States-General,  who  had  hitherto  preferved  the  moft  guarded  neutrality  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  thefe  diffentions.  In  fact,  by  the  conftitution  of  that  body,  though  their 
powers  and  authority  were  geat,  they  were  directed  rather  to  general  than  to  particular 
objects.  Their  high-mightineffes  were  the  guardians  of  the  republic  as  a  whole;  it  was 
their  peculiar  province  to  regulate  its  tranfactions  with  foreign  nations  ;  to  watch  the 
approach  of  danger  from  without;  to  eftimate  its  degree  ;  and  to  make  a  timely  provi- 
sion for  the  public  fecurity.  In  war,  their  powers  were  cxtenfive,  and  their  authority,  in 
a  great  meafure,  conclufive ;  and,  in  peace,  thev  were  to  prefcribe  the  force  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  fea  and  land,  to  infpect  the  ftate  of  the  fleets  and  armies,  and  to  look  to  every 
part  of  the  public  defence,  at  home  and  abroad.  But  with  refpect  to  internal  affairs,  or 
the  differences  between  particular  ftates,  their  powers  of  controul,  if  not  abfolutely  li- 
mited, are  at  leaft  unknown,  as  their  exertion  appears  to  be  without  a  precedent.  But  in 
cafe  of  extreme  neceflity,  even  with  refpect  to  internal  affairs,  where  the  peace  or  unity 
p'  he  republic  was  endangered,  the  occafion  would  doubtlefs  fanctify  the  application  of 
thefe  undefined  powers. 
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The  prtfuniption  of  the  city  of  Utrecht,  in  withdrawing  its  allotted  quota  of  revenue 
from  their  difpofal,  fecmed  an  object  that  merited  immediate  chaPifemcnt ;  and  a  body  of 
troops  was  commanded  by  the  provincial  Pates  to  befiege  and  humble  the  factious  inha- 
bitants of  that  wealthy  capital.  A  fkirmifh  took  place,  on  this  occafion,  between  the 
detachment  of  regulars,  which  was  wholly  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  it  was  fent  to  ef- 
fect, and  the  armed  burghers,  in  which  the  latter  acquired  that  advantage  which  a  fupe- 
riority  of  numbers  generally  affords.  But  the  triumph  of  the  party  was  of  fhort  dura- 
tion ;  ahnoP  immediately  after  the  fkirmifh  near  Utrecht,  the  province  of  Holland  was 
alarmed  by  the  defection  of  two-thirds  of  its  regular  forces,  who  quitted  their  pops,  and 
declared  in  favour  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  To  fupply  this  deficiency,  the  volunteers 
and  armed  burghers  werefummoned  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  were  appointed 
to  guard  the  frontiers. 

"While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  rn  event  took  place  which  introduced  new  and- 
more  important  aclorson  the  Page,  and  ablbrbed,  in  its  magnitude,  every  other  confidera- 
tion.  The  princefs  of  Orange,  whether  from  a  confidence  founded  in  a  fenfe  of  her 
abilities,  or  on  the  influence  which  flie  expected  might  be  derived  from  her  fex,  dignity, 
and  family,  adopted  the  resolution  of  proceeding,  unaccompanied  by  the  prince  her  huf- 
band,  from  Nimeguen,  whither  Pie  had  been  driven  by  the  violence  of  the  adverfe  par- 
ty, to  the  Hague,  with  the  intention,  as  fhe  declared,  of  communicating  with  the  States- 
General,  and  bringing  forward  fuch  conciliatory  propofitions,  in  the  name  of  the 
prince,  as  might,  if  poflible,  avert  the  evils  and  horrors  of  civil  war. 

But  the  adverfe  party,  viewing  this  meafure  with  a  jealous  eye,  determined  to  impede - 
her  journey  ;  and,  accordingly,  the  princefs  had  fcarce  paffed  Schoonhoven,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Holland,  before  fhe  was  furrounded  by  a  party  of  armed  burghers,  and  was  con- 
veyed, with  every  mark  of  licentious  brutality,  to  a  final  I  town  at  a  confiderable  dis- 
tance ;  fhe  was  thence  efcorted  by  the  fame  guards  to  Schoonhoven,  and,  hopelefs  of  be- 
ing permitted  to  purfueher  journey  to  the  Hague,  fhe  fet  out  the  next  day  for  Nimeguen. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  hitherto  remained  a  quiet,  though  certainly  not  an  in- 
different, fpedtaror  of  the  commotions  in  Holland,  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  of  in- 
terference afforded  him  by  the  infult  offered  to  his  fifter.  He  tranfmitted  orders  to  his 
ambaffador  toprefent  a  Prong  memorial  to  the  Pates  of  Holland,  infiping  on  fatisfaction 
the  moP  fpeedy  and  ample  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  reprefented  the  indignity  he  had 
fuffered,  in  the  perfon  of  the  princefs,  to  the  court  of  Verfailles.  In  order  to  counter- 
act the  effects  of  this  reprefentation,  the  republican  party  were  equally  alert  in  laying' 
before  that  court  their  anfwer  to  the  Pruffian  memorial,  together  with  the  juPificatory 
detail  of  the  tranfadtions,  included  in  the  refolutions  which  they  paffed  upon  the  occa- 
fion.    But  great  was  their  mortification,  on  finding  that  the  French  king,  their  boaPed 
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ally,  their  great  Tupporter  and  friend,    had,   in  ftrong  terms,  condemned' the  treatment 
experienced  by  the  princefs,  and  juftified  the  king  of  Pruffia's  demand  of  fatisfaaion  ". 

The  ftates  of  Holland,  however,  ftill  implicitly  relied  on  the  faith  of  France;  and 
fubfequent  events  fufficiently  demonftrated,  that  they  had  ftrong  grounds  for  their  belief 
that  fhe  would  finally  interfere  in  their  favour.  During  the  whole  fummer  of  1787, 
flic  was  inceffant  in  her  endeavours  furreptitioufly  to  afford  every  poflible  affiftance  to 
the  republican  party.  Great  numbers  of  French  officers  daily  arrived  in  the  province  of 
Holland,  and  either  received  commiffions  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftates,  or  acted  as  volun- 
teers in  their  army.  But  this  being  deemed  inefficient,  feveral  hundreds  of  veteran  fol- 
diers,  of  approved  valour,  whofe  fidelity  and  difcretion  could  be  relied  on,  were  felected 
from  different  regiments,  and,  being  furnifhed  with  money  for  their  journey,  wtie  dif- 
patched  in  fmall  parties  to  join  the  troops,  and  help  to  difcipline  the  volunteers  and 
burghers  of  Holland.  It  was  a  new  circumflance,  that  a  corps  of  engineers  Oiould  be 
ffnuggled,  in  difguife,  from  ©ne  country  into  another;  and  it  was  rendered  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, by  the  refpecYive  countries  not  immediately  bordering  in  any  part.  Yet 
this  Avas  now  done.  The  private  men  were  fupplicd  with  cloaths  of  the  common  co- 
lours, money,  and  proper  anfwers  to  make  to  any  troublefome  enquiries;  and,  thus 
equipped,  they  were  to  proceed,  in  very  fmall  parties,  to  the  place  of  their  deftination  ; 
officers  being  ftationed  in  fome  of  the  principal  towns  on  their  way,  to  afford  any  farther 
fuccour  or  advice  that  might  become  neceffary. 

As  foon  as  this  influx  of  French  officers  and  foldiers  into  the  territories  of  the  Repub- 
lic became,  from  their  number,  an  object  of  general  notice,  the  States-General  loft  no  > 
time  in  endeavouring  at  ieaif  to  impede  the  growing  progrefs  of  this  enormity.      For  this 
purpofe,  they  not  only  iffued  proclamations  ftrongly  forbidding  the  intrufion,  hut  they 
made  very  ferious  complaints  on  the  fubject,  both  to  the  French  minifter  at  the  Hague,- 
and  directly  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  by  their  own  minifter  at   Paris.     But  thefe  pro- 
ceedings had  little  effect  on  the  republican  party,  who  ftill  rejected  all  language  of  fub- 
miffion,  and  iffued  orders  that  every  preparation  fhould  be  made  for  laying  the  country, 
under  water,  the  moment  any  foreign  troops  fhould  enter  the  territories  of  the  republic. 

The  court  of  Berlin,  finding  all  her  remonftiances  ineffectual,  difpofed  her  troops  for 
immediate  action  ;  nine  thoufand  Pruffians  lined  the  frontiers  of  the  duchy  of  Cleves, 
bordering  on  the  Dutch  territory;  the  governor  of  Wefel  received  orders  to  prepare. 


11  The  coaducT:  of  the  French  court,  in  this  ittftance.  appears  rather  extraordinary,  for  the  infult  they  reprefented 
as  requiring  the  moft  complete  fatisfaction  was  fanctioncd  by  the  prefence  of  a  French  officer  of  rank,  who  at- 
tended  the  feizure  of  theprincefs. — It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  apparent  contradiction  arofe  from  the  king's 
refufal  to  juftify,  on  fome  occafions,  the  condudlof  his  minifters,  to  whom  the  more  violent  proceedings  rauft 
generally  be  afcribed. 
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accommodations  for  the  reception  of  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  ;  and  the  celebrated 
hereditary  duke  of  Brunfvvick,  who  had  lately  fucceeded  to  the  dominions  of  his  father, 
w.->s  called  from  his  retreat,  to  command  the  forces  of  his  royal  kinfman,  the  king  of 
Pruffia. 

The  prince  of  Orange  himfelf  had  not  remained  inactive  during  thefe  tranfadtions. 
Having  affembled  a  fmall  army,  he  poffeffed  himfelf,  by  a  coup  de  main,  of  the  fortified 
town  of  Wick,  fometimes  called  Duerftede,  in  the  province  of  Utrecht;  a  pi  act  emi- 
nently noted,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  troubles,  for  its  early  rejection  of  all  lawful  autho- 
rity, its  adoption  of  violent  republican  principles,  and  its  inveterate  animohty  to  the 
Stadtholder.  This  town  was,  particularly  from  its  fituation,  an  acquifitiou  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  prince  ;  being  eftablifhed  on  the  borders  of  Holland,  within  twenty-four 
miles  of  Amsterdam  ;  commanding  the  courfe  of  that  part  of  the  Rhine,  here  called 
the  Lech,  on  which  it  (lands  ;  and  poffeffing  the  command  of  feveral  fluices.  The 
Stadtholder  foon  after  reduced  Harderwicke,  a  town  in  Guelderland,  erected  on  the  Zuy- 
der-Sea,  was  acknowledged  by  the  city  of  Middleburg,  and  the  whole  province  of  Zea- 
land, which  declared,  without  referve,  in  his  favour ;  blocked  up  the  city  ot  Utrecht ; 
and  repulfed  an  attempt  that  was  made  by  a  fuperior  number  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabi- 
tants on  one. of  his  out-pofts. 

Thefe  fucceffes  probably  ferved  to  accelerate  the  motions  of  the  Pruffians,  who,  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  furnifh- 
ed  with  a  train  of  light  artillery,  advanced  from  the  duchy  of  Cleves,  and,  about  the 
middle  of  September,  entered  the  province  of  Guelderland,  in  three  columns:  that  on 
the  right,  which  directed  its  courfe  to  the  northward,  was  under  the  command  of  general 
L,ottum  ;  the  centre  was  entrufted  to  the  conduct  of  generals  Waldeck  and  Gaudi  ;  and 
the  left,  which  pointed  its  march  to  the  fouth,  was  led  by  the  duke  in  perfon. 

The  fuccefs  of  each  divifion  was  fuch  as  might  be  expected  from  the  dread  conceived  of 
•the  Pruffian  arms ;  and  no  fuperiority  of  numbers  could  encourage  either  the  regular  or 
irregular  forces  of  the  province  to  fuftain  any  thing  like  a  conteft  even  with  the  light 
troops  of  the  enemy.  Gorcum,  though  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence,  and  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  celebrated  colonel  and  chamberlain  Capelle,  fo  diilinguifhed  for  the  vio- 
lence of  his  republican  principles,  furrendered  after  a  few  fliots,  and  the  garrifon  and 
governor  yielded  themfelves  prifoners  of  war  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  Nieuport  and 
Schoonhoven,  both  capable  of  a  long  refiftance,  were  haftily  evacuated  ;  Dort,  Leyden, 
and  Haarlem,  fubmitted  on  the  firft  fummons ;  and  Rotterd?-n,  on  the  appearance  of  the 
Pruffians,  threw  open  her  gates,  and  received  them  with  the  loudeft  acclamations. 

.Nor  was  the  progrefs  of  the  centre  column  lefs  rapid  or  fuccefsful ;  on  its  approach, 
the  factious  city  of  Utrecht  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft  difmay ;  the  defire  of  efcape 

and 
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and  the  prefervntion  of  property  fuperfeding  every  other  confederation,  the  plr.ce  was- 
evacuated  by  all  orders  of  armed  men;  the  artillery,  which  they  had  in  vain  endeavour- 
ed to  render  ufelefs,  was  left  on  the  works  without  centinels  or  guards,  and  the  prince  of 
Orange,  without  oppofition,  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  a  city  which  had  long  been  confidered 
as  the  great  bulwark  of  the  province  of  Holland,  and,  next  to  Amfterdam,  as  the  princi- 
pal feat  and  grand  citadel  of  the  republican  party. 

The  column  led  by  general  Lottum  on  the  right,  met  with  rather  more  refiftance: 
Naarden,  a  ftrong  place,  fituate  at  the  fouth-end  of  the  Zuyder  Sea,  within  thirteen 
miles  of  Amfterdam,  rejected  the  fummons  of  the  Pruflian  commander,  and  prepared 
for  a  vigorous  defence.  But  general  Lottum,  whofe  detachment  was  by  no  means  pro- 
vided for  a  fiege,  turned  afide  from  the  walls,  and  received  the  fubmiflion  of  Nieuvver- 
floys,  a  ftrong  fortrefs,  with  a  garrifon  of  near  eight  hundred  foldiers,  who  furrendercd 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 

But,  during  thefe  military  tranfaclions,  an  unexpected  revolution  had  taken  place  at 
the  Hague,  which  greatly  changed  the  face  of  internal  affairs  in  the  province  of  Hol- 
land. The  inhabitants  of  that  town,  the  residence  of  the  ftates  of  Holland,  were  yet 
flrongly  attached  to  the  perfon  and  interefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange;  and  the  governing 
party,  well  aware  of  this  difpofition,  had  introduced  a  ftrong  body  of  volunteers  to  keep- 
the  ordinary  ganifon  in  fubjedlion  ;  but,  under  the  confternation  and  difmay,  which  the' 
piogrcfs  of  the  Pruffians,  and  the  failure  of  the  French  fuccours,  excited  on  the  republi- 
can fide,  it  was  eahly  fecn  that  the  volunteers  would  not  be  long  able  to  over-awe  fo  po- 
pulous a  place  ;  and  feveral  of  the  principal  perfons  of  that  party  accordingly  retired  for 
fafety  to  Amfterdam. 

The  event  juftified  their  precaution.     The  Swifs  foldiers,  who  formerly  compofed  the 
Stadtholder's  ftate-guard,  boldly  affembled,  and  carried  off  the  two  pieces  of  cannon  that 
had  been  affigned  for  the  fupport  of  the  volunteers.     Their  zeal  foon  communicated  to- 
the  inhabitants  ;  the  republicanSon  every  fide  were  difarmed;  the  moft  violent  members^ 
of  the  States  fled  to  Amfterdam;  and  the  reft  of  the  affembly  immediately  fent  a  deputa- 
tion to  folicit  the  return  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 

An  invitation  thus  flattering  and  unexpected  could  not  fail  to  be  accepted  with  trans- 
port ;  and  the  Stadtholder  and  his  confort  having  been  received  at  the  Hague  with  every 
demonftration  of  joy,  the  former  was  immediately  reftored  by  the  States  to  all  thofe 
offices  and  rights  from  which  he  had  been  fufpended,  and  all  proceedings  which  had  been 
infKtuted  againft  him  in  that  province  were  confequently  annulled.  The  States  alfo 
difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  with  information  that  the  difputes  be- 
tween the  province  of  Holland  and  the  Stadtholder  were  now  happily  terminated;  and 

thatj 
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that,  at  the  eircumftances  which  occafioned  their  application  to  the  king  no  longer  ex- 
ifted,  fo  the  fuccour  which  they  had  requeued  from  his  majefty  would  now  he  unne- 
cefiary.  They  likewifo  ifl'ued  an  edict  forbidding  all  attempts  to  inundate  the  country, 
3iid  ftridMy  commanding  the  governors  of  all  cities  to  give  free  admiflion  to  the  Prufliau 
troops.  In  confequence  of  this,  baron  Matha,  governor  of  Naardcn,  opened  the  gates  of 
that  city,  on  the  fame  principle  of  duty  on  which  he  had  before  kept  themclofed. 

All  oppofition  was  now  confined  to  the  city  of  Amflerdam  and  its  environs,  whither 
the  moft  active  and  obfVinate  of  the  republican  faction  had  fled  from  all  quarters.  That 
proud  capital,  undifmayed  by  tin  general  defection,  made  every  preparation  for  the  moft 
defperate  refiftance.  The  fun*  .  ng  country  was  laid  under  water  ;  fhong  batteries 
were  erected  on  every  fide  ;  all  the  pods  which  commanded  the  roads  leading  to  the 
town  were  entrenched  and  fortified  ,  and  the  citizens  exprefled  their  determination  of  de- 
fending themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity. 

The  danger  was,  indeed,  already  at  their  gates ;  the  duke  of  Bruufwick  having  eftab- 
lifihed  round  the  city  a  chain  of  pofts  wherever  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  inter- 
feetion  of  the  dykes  wpuld  admit;  and  though  a  tranfient  negotiation  had  produced  a 
temporary  fufpenfion  of  arms,  he  no  fconer  found  the  fpirits  of  the  party  unfubdued, 
than  lie  determined  to  force  their  beaded  barrier,  By  a  fcries  of  judicious  manoeuvres, 
Rifely  planned,  and  couragcoufty  executed,  he  carried  his  point;  the  numerous  fortified 
poiU  of  the  republicans  were  afiaiied  at  the  forfte  point  of  time;  and  notwithstanding,  a 
refinance  more  vigorous  than  had  yet  been  experienced,  the  Pruihans  were  completely 
fuccefst'ui. 

Tiie  proud  city  of  Amiterdam  was  now,  for  the  firft  time,  delivered  to  the  difcretion  of 
a  victor,  and,  open  on  every  fide  to  bombardment,  reluctantly  defcended  to  the  language 
of  fubmimon,  The  magiilracy  declared  themieives  obliged. hv  the  impending  danger  to 
fubfcribe  conditions  to  which  they  yielded,  left  others  more  Severe  might  be  impofed. 
Sixteen  perfons,  profcribed  by  the  priYicefii  of  Orange,  as  the  leaders  of  the  republican 
faction,  were  deprived  of"  their  reh^ctive  offices;  the  members  of  the  regency,  who  had 
been  tumujtuofly  dtpofed  for  their  attachment  to  the  Htadtholder,  were  immediately  re- 
flored  ;  the  burghers  and  all  perfons  in  the  town,  except  the  legal  militia,  were  to  be  dif- 
armed;  and  the  Leyden  gate  was  delivered  up  to  the  PrulUans,  to  facilitate  the  perfor- 
mance of  this  laft  ftipulation, 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  PrufHan  monarch,  Great  Britain  had  fitted 
out  i  ftrong  fqoadrou  at  Portfiaouth  ;  a  CTCunHiance  winch  roufed  the  icaloufy  of  the 
1  --  government,  who  immediately  lent  orders  to  equip  fixteen  fail  of  the  line  at 
h         .ad  recalled  a  fmall  fquadron  ot  evolution  whic  hen  exercifing  naval  ma- 

acuvtts  on  the  coafi  of  Portugal.     But  in  thefe  preparations  the  king' of  France  feemed 

rather 
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rather  to  regard  his  own  dignity,  than  to  be  actuated  by  any  hope  of  affording  effe&ual 
relief  to  his  allies.  AH  oppofition  in  Holland  might  be  already  confidcred  as  extinguish- 
ed;  and  the  official  notification  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  from  the  States  afTembled  at 
the  Hague,  appeared  to  have  removed  every  pretext  for  interpofition.  The  republic 
had  adopted  a  new  fyftem  of  policy,  and  however  great  the  mortification  which  France 
might  experience  on  lofing  the  fruits  of  her  labour  and  exertions,  it  was  no  longer  in 
her  power  to  undo  what  was  already  done  in  Holland,  nor  by  any  means  to-recover  her 
former  influence. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  and  in  the  diftrad"led  ftate  of  her  internal  affairs,  France 
could  only  wifli  to  extricate  herfelf,  with  the  beft  grace  flie  could,  from  the  difficulty  in 
which  flie  was  involved,  and  to  foften  her  warlike  afpecl  as  foon  as  the  appearance  of  a 
fimilar  difpofition  on  the  other  fide  fhould  afford  a  fair  opportunity.  As  there  was  no- 
thing now  remained  to  excite  a  quarrel,  this  opportunity  was  foon  offered  by  the  Britifh, 
minifters  at  Paris,  who  prefented  a  declaration,  in  which  they  obferved,  that  as  the  af- 
fairs of  the  United  Provinces  no  longer  left  any  fubjedt  of  difcuffion,  and  fl ill  lefs  of 
conteft,  between  the  two  courts,  they  were  authorized  to  afk,  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  king  to  carry  into  effedt.  the  notification  made  by  his  minifter,  which,  by  an- 
nouncing that  fuccour  would  be  given  in  Holland,  had  occafioned  the  naval  armaments 
made  by  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  which  had  fince  become  reciprocal?1 — That,  if  the 
court  of  Verfailles  were  difpofed  to  explain  itfelf  on  this  fubjedt,  and  upon  the  condudl 
to  be  obferved  towards  the  republic,  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  defire  which  had 
been  expreffed  on  both  fides,  of  preferving  the  good  under/landing  between  both  crowns; 
and  it  being  likewife  understood  that  there  is  no  view  of  hoftility  towards  any  quarter 
in  confequence  of  what  has  paffed,  their  mafter,  ever  anxious  to  concur  in  the  friendly 
fentiments  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  would  agiee  with  him,  that  the  armaments, 
and  all  warlike  preparations  in  general,  fhould  be  discontinued  on  both  fides,  and  that  the 
armies  of  both  nations  fhould  be  again  placed  upon  the  footing  of  the  peace  eftablifh- 
ment,  as  it  flood  on  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent  year. 

This  produced  a  counter-declaration,  on  the  fame  day,  figned  by  monfieur  de  Mont- 
morin,  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the  king  declared,  that  he  never  had  any 
intention  of  interfering  by  force  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic  ;  the  notification  was  pal- 
liated, and  it  was  acknowledged  that  the  motives  by  which  it  had  been  influenced  no  lon- 
ger exifted;  he  declares,  that  he  readily  agrees  to  give  no  effecT:  to  it ;  concurs  in  the 
fentiments  of  his  Britannic  majefty  for  the  prefervation  of  harmony  between  the  two 
courts;  and  accedes  with  pleafure  to  the  propofal,  that  the  armaments,  and,  in  general, 
all  warlike  preparations,  fhould  be  difcontinued  on  both  fides,  and  the  navies  placed  upon 
the  peace  eftablifhment  propofed.  A  fhort  inftrument,  being  in  fome  fort  a  fummary  and 
confirmation  of  the  foregoing  documents,  was  then  figned  by  all  parties,  in  the  names  of 

their 
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their  refpective  foveicigns ;  and  thus  all  occafions  of  difference  for  the  prefent  betweeii 
the  two  nations  were  happily  removed. 

The  facility  with  which  this  accommodation  was  effected  may  be  chiefly  afcribed  to 
the  diffracted  flatc  of  affairs  in  France,  where  the  feeds  of  internal  difcord  had  not  only 
burft  into  life,  but  were  haftily  advancing  towards  maturity.  By  the  difmiffal  of  M.  de 
Calonne,  the  kingdom  was  left  without  a  minirter,  and  almoft  without  a  fyffem.  In  the 
affembly  of  the  Notables,  much  debate,  but  little  agreement,  had  been  produced  by  the 
propofed  territorial  import,  an  object  which  the  court  was  peculiarly  anxious  to  accom- 
plish. Independent  of  the  particular  and  individual  intererts  by  which  this  falutary 
meafure  was  oppofed,  whole  provinces  objected  to  it,  as  a  direct  infraction  of.  their  rights, 
and  a  violation  of  thofe  original  capitularies  which  they  had  entered  into  with  the  crown, 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  ancient  immunities,  and  on  the  faith  of  which  they  became 
members  of  the  kingdom.  Upon  this  fubject  the  attorney-general  of  Provence  had  the 
boldnefs  to  declare,  that  neither  that  affembly,  the  parliaments,  nor  the  king  himfelf, 
could  affefs  any  fuch  import  in  the  country  which  he  reprefented,  as  being  directly  con- 
trary to  the  fpecific  and  indefeafible  rights  of  the  people. 

The  impoflibility  of  reconciling  fuch  a  variety  of  difcordant  intererts  rendered  it  ma- 
nifert  that  the  prefent  convention  was  unequal  to  the  greater  objects  for  which  it  had  been 
affembled,  and  that  nothing  lefs  than  an  affemblage  of  the  States- General  of  the  kingdom, 
affirted  by  the  inftruction  or  advice  of  the  refpeclive  provincial  ftates,  particularly  in  all 
that  related  to  their  own  peculiar  rights  and  privileges,  could  effectually  remove  the  pre- 
fent grievances,  by  fuch  permanent  arrangements  of  the  public  revenues  and  expences,  as 
fhould  render  the  crown  for  the  future  eafy  in  its  pecuniary  affairs,  and  the  burthens  of 
the  people  as  light  as  their  nature  would  admit. 

But  though  the  convention  of  the  Notables  were  unable  to  complete  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  reform,  they  neverthelefs  propofed  many  ufeful  and  beneficial  regulations,  which 
were  adopted  by  the  court,  both  with  refpect  to  feveral  of  the  taxes  and  Gabelles  them- 
felves,  to  the  mode  of  levying  them,  to  the  perfons  employed  in  the  collection,  and  to  the 
boards  or  offices  which  were  to  regulate  and  govern  the  affeffments.  But  as  thefe  only 
extended  to  parts,  and  to  the  removal  of  the  more  glaring  and  obvious  grievances,  they 
did  but  tend  more  clearly  to  evince  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  efficient  power  as  would  be 
finally  conclufive,  and  of  acting  upon  a  fyftem  of  reform  fo  comprehenfive  as  to  em- 
brace the  whole  aggregate  of  grievance  and  evil. 

Whatever  the  future  good  effects  might  be  to  the  nation,  the  crown  could  not  but  be 
grievoufly  difappointed  at  the  failure  of  the  grand  object  for  the  accompli fhment  of 
which  it  had  fummoned  the  convention,  viz. — the  obtaining  immediate  relief  for  its 

prefent 
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prefent  mod  urgent  neceflitics  ;  it  had  been  intended  to  raife  a  loan  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  millions  of  livres  upon  the  expected  land  tax;  but  though  the  minifters  had  de- 
clared it  to  be  a  matter  of  fuch  indifpenfable  neceffity,  that  government  could  fcarcely 
otherwife  exercife  itsneceffary  functions,  the  turn  which  affairs  had  taken  in  the  affeni- 
bfy  rendered  it  impoffible. 

The  king,  however,  bore  the  difappointment  with  fuch  admirable  temper,  that  the 
convention  and  he  parted  with  every  appearance  of  the  mod  perfect  confidence  and  cor- 
diality on  both  fides.  In  his  fpeech,  on  dilfolving  the  affembly  (on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
May)  he  acknowledged,  that  they  had  fulfilled  his  expectations  in  affifting  him  with  their 
counfels,  and  delivering  their  fentiments  with  that  freedom  and  truth  which  he  was  ever 
willing  to  hear:  that  he  was  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  their  indefatigable  zeal  and  at- 
tention, in  examining  the  objects  he  had  communicated  to  them  :  that  they  had  not  only 
inftituted  proper  enquiries  into  a  variety  of  abufes,  but  had  fuggefted  the  means  for  re- 
forming them  :  that  they  had  done  much  towards  the  attainment  of  the  grand  object,  of 
reducing  the  expences  of  the  ftate  to  a  level  with  the  public  revenue,  by  the  accurate  en- 
quiry which  they  made  into  the  deficiencies  and  their  caufes,  by  pointing  out  the  differ- 
ent economical  favings  which  might  properly  be  effected,  and  in  affording  time  for  the  ef- 
fect to  operate,  by  the  temporary  provifional  taxes  which,  for  the  intermediate  time,  they 
had  recommended  as  the  moft  proper  to  be  laid  upon  his  fubjects.  He  concluded  by  de- 
claring that  it  afforded  him  great  confolation  to  think,  that  the  form  and  method  of 
thefe  new  imports  would  not  be  fo  burthenfome  as  thofe  of  former  times  ;  the  only  wifh 
of  his  heart  being  that  of  rendering  his  people  as  contented  and  as  happy  as  poffible. 

Lewis,  being  difappointed  of  the  relief  which  he  had  expected  to  derive  from  the  Not- 
ables, and  having  only  received  from  that  affembly  fuch  affiftance  as  was  wholly  inade- 
quate to  fupply  the  immediate  urgent  neceffities  of  government,  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ufual  mode  of  raifing  money,  by  the  promulgation  of  royal  edicts. 
Among  the  meafures  propofed  for  this  purpofe,  was  the  doubling  of  the  poll-tax,  tiie  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  third-twentieth,  and  a  ftamp-duty.  The  parliament,  however,  re- 
monftrated,  in  ftrong  terms,  againft  the  whole  infilling,  that,  before  they  granted,  or 
concurred  in  raifing  any  money,  a  true  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  of  the 
purpofes  to  which  fuch  money  was  to  be  applied,  fhould  be  laid  before  them.  The  tax 
upon  ftamps  became  the  immediate  object  of  contention  ;  and  the  parliament  determined 
not  to  regifter  the  edict,  and  prefented  the  following  fpirited  remonftrance  to  the  crown  : 

"  A  moft  refpectful  addrefs,  Sire,  together  with  the  juft  claims  of  the  nation,  has 
«*  been  humbly  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  by  your  majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  faith- 
"  ful  fubjects.  The  bare  propofal  of  a  duty  on  paper  has  alarmed  every  individual. 
'*  After  a  glorious  peace  of  five  years,  and  a  progreffive  increafe  of  at  leaft  one  hundred 
**  and  thirty  millions  of  livres  in  thirteen  years,  it  feems  as  if  the  name  of  impoft  fhould 

T  2  "  never 
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"  iffue  from  tlic  mouth  of  a  beneficent  monarch,  except  in  rendering  it  lefs  onerous,  or 
"  dimini filing  the  number  of  thefe  already  exifting.  What  was  our  furprize,  then, 
11  Sire,  when  we  were  told  that  new  taxes  were  projecting  hy  the  Notables;  and  that  a 
"  new  one,  of  a  moft  difirefling  kind,  was  to  be  offered  for  the  approbation  of  parlia- 
"  meat  ! 

"  The  firfk  reflection  that  naturally  occurs  at  the  very  mention  of  a  new  duty,  is  to 
"  enquire  into  the  actual  ftatc  of  the  finances.  What  an  adminiftration  muft  the  laft 
**  have  been,  if  the  evils  that  refult  from  it  require  fuch  a  defperate  remedy  ! — Your 
"  majefty  muft  remember  how  we  ftrove,  in  1784  and  1786,  to  give  you  a  faithful  pic- 
11  ture  of  the  real  fituation  of  the  ftate,  which  feemed  then  (or your  miniftry  endeavour- 
"  ed  to  make  it  appear  fo)  as  if  inclined  to  take  a  better  turn  ;  but  the  truth  was,  that 
"  the  ftate  was  more  involved  in  difficulties  than  ever.  Your  parliament  then,  Sire,  did 
*•  every  thing  in  their  power,  but  in  vain,  to  fet  truth  in  its  cleared  light ;  fome  of  your 
11  tuinifters  were  too  deeply  interefted  in  the  concealment  of  it  from  your  majefty  ;  all 
"  our  humble  remonftrances  proved  ufelefs;  and  there  were  fome  of  your  council  who 
"  went  fo  far  as  to  make  you  fufpedt  the  purity  of  our  patriotic  intentions:  the  dread- 
"  ful  fituation  of  affairs,  however,  required  a  fpeedy  and  efficacious  remedy.  The  Not- 
"  ables,  rflembled  by  your  majefty's  orders,  have  withdrawn  the  veil  that  covered  that 
"  undermining  adminiftration  :  a  dreadful  fpectacle  prefented  itfelf  to  the  eye  of  the  af- 
"  tonifhed  nation  5  an  immenfe  deficiency  was  very  vifible  in  the  treafury  ;  and  every 
•«  body  haftened  to  propofe  the  means  of  filling  it  up,  and  affording  a  fpeedy  remedy. 
«•  How  grievous  to  the  paternal  heart  of  your  majefty  muft  fuch  a  difcovery  have  been  ! 
"  How  muft  your  aftoniftiment  and  foirow  have  encreafed,  when  you  reflected  on  the 
*'  fatal  errors  in  which  your  minifters  had  long  and  purpofely  kept  you  ! 

"  Such  is  the  confequence,  Sire,  when  the  choice  of  minifters  falls  on  perfonsthat  are. 
**  obnoxious  to  the  nation  in  general:  fuch  is  the  great,  but  fad,  example,  that  teaches 
"  monarchs  how  far  they  muft  refpect  the  public  opinion,  feldom  fufceptible  of  error, 
"  becaufe  men  united  together  rarely  give  or  receive  an  impreffion  contrary  to  truth. 
"  In  point  of  adminiftration,  Sire,  the  pureft  hands  are  fcarcely  pure  enough.  A  firft 
"  condefcenfion,  or,  rather,  a  firft  wrong  ftep,  leads  to  afecond;  no  bounds  can  circum- 
"  fcribe  the  imprudent  minifter,  when  once  he  fwerves  from  his  duty ;  fucceffive  abufes 
"  produce  an  utter  confufion,  and  a  fatal  diforder;  the  deep  wounds  inflicted  on  the 
"  constitution  demand  a  remedy ;  and  this,  even  when  certain,  will  operate  but  a 
"  flow  cure. 

M  O  !  may  your  majefty  deign  to  paufe  awhile  on  one  of  thofe  falutary  reflections, 
'*  the  importance  of  which  has  been  acknowledged  by  all  good  monarchs. — Evil  may 
"  happen  in  a  fingle  inftant,  but  whole  years  are  fcarce  fufficient  to  repair  the  inifchief 

"  it 
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M  it  occafions.     The  vices  of  an  adminiflration,  or,  which   is  the  inevitable  effect  of 
"  them,  the  involuntary  error  of  a  juft  monarch,  will  forely  diftrefs  whole  generations. 

**  It  is  not  the  intention  of  your  parliament,  Sire,  to  grieve  your  majefty  's  mod  feeling 
"  heart,  by  expatiating  at  prefent  on  a  fubject  fo  affl  idling,  and  recalling  a  thought  fo 
"  unpleafant  ;  but  they  take  the  liberty  of  humbly  intreating  your  majefiy  to  weigh 
**  often  thefe  important  reflections,  in  fome  of  thofe  moments  devoted  to  filent  rriedita- 
*•  tion  on  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  your  fubjedts.  It  now  behoves  your  parliament 
"  to  enter,  with  a  noble  freedom,  upon  a  i'ubjedt  propcfed  by  your  majefty  yourfelf ;  we 
"  mean  the  projected  retrenchments  and  fchemes  of  economy.  We  earneftly  entreat 
•«  you,  Sire,  to  be  upon  your  guard  again  ft  the  emotions  and  propenfities  of  your  tender 
"  heart,  in  order  that  the  economy  already  begun  may  continue,  and  thofe  reforms  adopt- 
"  ed  and  fettled  be  of  conftant  duration.  When  a  pure  and  enlightened  adminiflration  en- 
"  deavours  to  eftablifli  certain  principles  of  economy,  it  generally  meets  with  fome  an- 
"  cient  cuftoms  that  feem  to  have  been  long  attached  to  the  conftitution,  and  to  enjoy 
*'  the  right  of  prefcription.  If  the  minifter  adts  with  firmnefs,  he  is  immediately 
"  blamed  for  his  imprudence  ;  if  with  precaution,  the  world  will  cenfure  his  weaknefs  ! 
"  What  difficulties  will  not  then,  in  fueh  a  cafe,  furround  the  monarch,  and  be  inceffant- 
*.*  ]y  multiplying  about  him  !  Courtiers  will  publickly  approve  of,  nay  applaud,  the  pro- 
*•  jedted  reforms  ;  but,  in  fecret,  they  will  try  to  weaken,  and  even  prevent,  their  ef~ 
**  fedt;  all  means  will  be  employed  to  deceive  him;  it  is  then  that  art,  addrefs,  and  fi- 
*'  neffe,  appear  in  a  thoufand  different  forms,  actuated  by  the  moft  imperious  of  all 
f  motives,  perfonal  intereft :  the  fovereign,  thus  befet,  and  attacked  on  every  fide  by 
"  claims,  fuits,  and  petitions,  is  forced  to  liften  to  importunate  clamours,  and,  through  the 
•«  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  often  grants  what  could  never  be  obtained  through  his  juflice. 

"  The  moment  the  word  economy  is  mentioned,  it  echoes  through  the  room  ;  the 
"  cunning  courtier  apparently  adopts  the  plan,  and  wifhes  to  be  numbered  among  the 
"  great  characters  of  the  nation,  whofe  example  he  affedts  to  imitate ;  but  he  calculates 
*'  at  the  fame  time  how  long  the  economical  reform  may  lubfift,  and  how  he  may  render 
"  abortive  the  retrenchments  that  diminifh  either  his  credit  or  his  revenues :  all  expences 
"  but  his  own  feem  fufceptible  of  diminution :  in  a  vaft  adminiflration,  the  weakeft  pre-  . 
"  texts  are  eafily  tinged  with  the  colouring  of  reafon  ;  and  that  economy,  [which  has" 
"  been  fo  often  courted,  and  always  expected,  appears  and  difappears  in  an  inftant,  leaving 
"  a  black  cloud  over  the  beautiful  countenance  of  truth,  which  fome  faint  rays  had  be- 
*'  gun  to  render  confpicuous. 

u  Thefe  reflections,  Sire,  written  in  the  annals  of  every  nation,  are  the  faithful  hif- 
'*  tory  of  the  human  heart :  never  could  the  meditation  on  them  be  more  interefting  to 
"  your  majefty  than  at  prefent,  for  the  application  fuits  exactly  to  the  urgent  circum- 
"  ftances  of  the  times.     The  more  vigour  and  firmnefs  your  majefty  fhall  fhew  for  the 

"  intended 


l/O  REIGN    OF  [1787. 

"  intended  reforms,  and  falutary  refolutions,  the  more  difficulties  and  obflacles  will  cer- 
'•  tainly  impede  the  way;  and  experience  may,  perhaps,  have  already  proved,  that  the 
"  perfons  intcrefted  in  thefe  economical  views  begin  to  hint  as  if  the  propofed  fums  were 
"  equivocal  and  precarious,  and  the  deductions  agreed  upon  incompatible  with  old  cuf- 
"  toms,  and  unlikely  to  be  of  long  duration. 

'•  Tt  is  in  your  majefty 's  power  to  enforce,  with  a  laudable  perfeverance,  the  order  that 
"  muft  permanently  eftablifh  this  effenfial  reform.  Every  thing  fhould  undergo  the 
"  ftricleil  enquiry.  Your  majefty 's  juftice,  which  isto  us  the  fureft  and  moftfacred  pledge, 
*'  emboldens  your  parliament  to  lay  before  you,  without  danger  of  incurring  your  royal 
'*  difpleafure,  fome  of  thofe  remarks  and  obfervations  which  muft  naturally  have  occur- 
"  red  to  you.  Had  you  known,  Sire,  the  real  flute  of  your  finances,  you  doubtlefs 
"  would  not  have  undertaken  thofe  immenfe  edifices  that  are  now  building,  nor  made  fo 
"  many  acquifitions  onerous  to  the  ftate  ;  you  would  not  have  permitted  fo  many  ex- 
"  changes  of  the  crown  lands,  nor  granted  thofe  exceffive  liberalities  which  the  impor- 
*'  tunate  and  intriguing  feldom  fail  to  obtain.  The  facility  of  procuring  money  from 
"  the  treafury  (the  fatal  bane  of  all  administrations)  would  never  have  been  fuflered  to 
"  encreafe,  for  it  inceffantly  expofes  the  fovereign  to  fome  dangerous  furprize;  it  fquan- 
"  ders  lecretly  the  public  revenue,  and  can  never  overbalance,  with  its  pretended  utility, 
"  the  great  inconveniences  that  invariably  attend  it;  your  majefty  would,  certainly, 
"  never  have  confented  to  have  Paris  furrounded  with  fuch  a  magnificent  wall  Bj  to  fee 
"  palaces  erecled  for  your  excife-officers,  at  an  exorbitant  expence,  in  order  to  coincide 
"  with  the  views  of  the  farmers-general,  who,  in  expectation  of  a  precarious  and  diftant 
"  gain,  expend  annually  thofe  fums  that  fhould  b;  appropriated  to  wants  of  more  real 
"  neceflity. 

"  All  thefe  objects,   Sire,   and  many  others,  the  enumeration  of  which  would  excite 

"  your  aftonifhment,   are  iufceptible  of  correction:   fome  require  a  confiderable  diminu- 

"  tion  ;  others  an  entire  fuppreffion.     But  it  is  not  the  total  only  of  each  department 

M  that  fliould  be  properly  diminiflied  ;  every  part  of  it  fhould  be  fcrupuloufly  examined, 

"  and  diverted  of  all  its  fuperfluous  charges;  it  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  fimple  and  abfo- 

"  lutely  necefTary  expence:  in  fo  doing,  your  majtfty  might  eafily  double  the  intend- 

"  ed  reform  of  forty  millions  of  livres,  and  this  might  then  prove  a  real  relief  to  your 

"  fuffering  fubjects. 

"  Thefe  are  honourable  economies,  Sire,  that,  far  from  diminifhing  the  fplendour  of 
"  a  throne,  add  to  its  luftre,  and  encreafe  its  dignity.     Majefty  itfelf  may  fubmit  to  pri- 

11  The  capital  hail  been  recently  enclofed  with  a  wall,  at  the  expence  of  the  farmers-general,  in  order  to  prevent 
%he  evafion  of  the  heavy  duties  impofed  upon  almoft  every  article  that  entered  Paris. 

rations. 
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"  vations.  The  fovereign  is  always  great  when  his  fubje&s  are  happy;  and  the  fight  of 
"  happinefs  fpread  over  a  whole  people  is  fo  pompous  and  brilliant,  that  it  commands 
"  public  admiration,  and  extorts  univerfal  applaufc. 

"  Thefe  diminutions,  fuppreflions,  reforms,  and  economies,  fo  often  folicited  by  your 
«'  parliaments,  demanded  by  the  Notables,  and  promifed  by  their  fpirited  and  juft  perfe- 
"  verance,  are  daily  wiflied  for  and  expected  by  the  unhappy  hufbandman,  whofe  tears 
"  bedew  the  very  field  that  contributes  to  io  many  ufelefs  expences  before  it  has  furnifh- 
"  ed  the  necefTary  fubfiftance,  for  himfclf  and  family,  to  the  perfon  who  fovv.ed  it  ;  and 
"  who,  deprived  of  the  common  neceffaries,  is  forced  to  take  from  his  poverty  itfelf 
"  fomething  towards  fupplying  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 

•'  Thefe  unhappy  beings,  Sire,  Frenchmen  by  birth,  and  Men,  have  a  double  right  to 
'•  enjoy  their  facred  property,  even  in  the  bofom  of  indigence  ;  but  as  they  cannot  claim 
"  it  themfelves  at  your  majefty's  feet,  let  their  claims  and  their  rights  be  ever  prefent 
"  before  you  ;  let  their  complaints  find  their  way  to  the  throne,  and  reach  your  royal 
"  perfon;  let  them  hear  your  gracious  anfwer,  and  let  them  know  that  your  majefty's 
"  goodnefs  and  juftice  are  the  firmeft  fupporters  they  can  hope  to  find  near  the  throne. 

"  The  French  never  confult  any  intcrejl  infepar able  from  the  thrtne  ;  they  are  always  biaffed 
11  by  their fincere  attachment  to  their  monarch;  in  their  fervent  zeal  and  enthuflaflic  ardour 
"  for  the  royal  caufe,  they  have  been  capable  of  the  greateil  facrifices;  and  they  may 
"  fancy  the  ways  and  means  of  the  nation  as  unbounded  as  their  affection.  Thefe  ways 
"  and  means,  therefore,  muft  be  properly  managed,  and  ufed  at  proper  times.  It  fhould 
••  be  likewife  confidered,  that  the  contributions  proceeding  from  the  impofts  granted  to 
"  the  monarchs  are  only  intended  as  fubfidies  to  the  ftate,  and  that  the  fovereign  is  but 
"  the.  diftributor  of  whatever  is  not  employed  for  the  public  weal,  which  naturally  be- 
"  longs  to  thofe  who  co-operate  in  levying  the  contributions ;  and,  if  they  are  directed 
"  from  their  chief  and  primitive  intent,  their  fertile  fource  will  foon  become  infuffi- 
"  cient,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  exhaufted,  particularly  if  the  expences  encreafe  in  pro- 
f*  portion  to  the  receipt. 

"  All  kinds  of  impofts  fhould  be  proportioned  to  the  neceflary  wants  of  the  nation, 
"  and  end  with  them.  Each  citizen  contributes  part  of  his  property  for  the  fake  of 
"  maintaining  public  fafety  and  private  tranquillity.  The  people,  on  fuch  principles, 
"  founded  on  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  confirmed  by  reafon  ;  fhould  never  increafe  their 
"  contributions  but  when  the  expences  of  the  ftate  have  undergone  all  the  favings,  al- 
"  terations,  and  retrenchments,  of  which  they  are  capable.  It  is  for  this  reafon,  there- 
"  fore,  that  your  parliament,  Sire,  look  upon  the  duty  on  ftamped  paper  as  entirely  op- 
•'  pofite  to  thefe  primitive  notions.     It  would  aft'eft  the  private  tranquillity,  by  necef- 

"  farily 
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"  farily  opening  a  way  to  errors,  and  would  thereby  prove  far  more  dangerous  than  the 
**  Gabcllc,  which  was  liable  to  open  frauds.  Tbe  moft  clofe  and  habitual  attention 
"  could  baldly  be  fufficicnt  to  diflinguifli  the  numberlefs  (lamped  papers  that  are  to  fervc 
"  for  each  relpectivc  act  of  jufticc  or  common  tranfadlion. 

"  What  miflakes  will  not  the  greateft  part  of  your  fubjedls  be  liable  to,  by  inter- 
**  changing  tbefe  papers,  and  making  ufe  of  the  one  for  tbe  other  !  Many  writings,  by 
"  fucb  involuntary  faults,  may  appear  counterfeited  in  the  eye  of  juftice  ;  and  the  un- 
"  wary  individual  will  find  bimfelf  daily  expofed  to  pay  exorbitant  fines,  or  to  encounter 
"  difagieeable  and  burthenfome  fuits  at  law. 

"  Such  a  duty,  Sire,  is  likewife  incompatible  with  public  fafety,  as  it  would  deeply 
"  wound  that  mutual  confidence  which  conflitutes  its  furefl  foundation.  Individuals 
"  would  be  afraid  of  producing  unftamped  bills  or  notes  before  a  tribunal;  and,  in  this 
"  age,  where  there  are  fucb  frequent  inftances  of  perfons  taking  all  forts  of  advantages, 
"  and  commencing  or  prolonging  vexatious  and  endlefs  fuits,  a  wife  legiflature  fhould  be 
**  very  careful  not  to  introduce  new  fubjedts  of  chicanery.  Befides,  our  public  trufl, 
"  Sire,  and  our  national  dignity,  abfolutely  forbad  the  introduction  of  fuch  a  dangerous 
"  duty. 

-"  Tbe  moment  a  declaration  is  ifTued,  which  is  generally  vicious,  in  almofl:  all  its  dif- 
"  pofitions,  a  feducing  facility  of  extending  its  meaning  or  duration  occurs,  and  pre- 
'•  tences  are  not  wanting  for  impofing  plaufibly  on  the  public.  Experience  fupplies  us 
"  with  too  many  examples  of  this  nature.  The  two  fous  and  the  eight  fous  per  livre, 
*'  for  inilance  ;  the  fecond  warrant  for  the  poll-tax,  and  fo  many  other  inventions, 
"  which  the  fertile  genius  of  financiers  has  imagined,  and  is  never  at  a  lofs  to  find  for 
"  overcharging  the  fubjedls,  are  but  a  continuation  and  extenfion  of  a  duty,  firnple  in 
"  its  origin;  and  fuch  an  extenfion,  Sire,  is  often  diverted  of  any  legal  authority,  and 
"  only  collected  in  virtue  of  the  minifler's  mandate.  Without  mentioning,  Sire,  the 
♦'  multiplicity  of  marks,  precautions,  and  fines,  annexed  to  and  attending  the  duty  on 
*{  flamped  paper,  it  is  certain  that  it  would  caufe  a  delay  in  public  and  private  bufinefs, 
«•  and  obltrudt  the  common  daily  tranfadtions.  All  delay  is  dangerous,  and  all  obflruc- 
"  tion  mud  produce  delay.  A  bill  of  exchange,  improperly  flamped,  would  be  liable  to 
"  a  fine  ;  the  fine  mull  be  paid  immediately  by  the  pofTefibr  of  the  bill ;  he,  therefore, 
"  would  be  obliged  to  advance  the  fum  for  the  time,  pay  inflead  of  receive,  and  lie  out 
•'  of  his  money  until  the  expiration  of  his  unlucky  bill.  He  would  be  a  fufferer  for  the 
"  faults  of  others,  and  fuch  faults  might  be  renewed  feveral  times  in  one  and  the  fame 
"  clay,  in  the  very  fame  hour  ;  his  payments  mufl  be  affected  by  it,  and  his  credit  called 
"  in  qucflion.  Thence  miftrufl  and  doubts  will  necefTarily  arife  ;  and  you  know,  Sire, 
*J  that  there  fubfifls  a  kind  of  chain  in  the  courfe  of  exchanges,  that  flrongly  binds  all 

"  the 


i787.] 


LEWIS     THE     SIXTEENTH;  1 5 


"  the  commercial  part  of  mankind  in  the  known  world.  Our  trading  towns  would  lofe, 
•'  in  the  eyes  of  a  foreigner,  that  level  or  advantage  they  were  wont  to  enjoy.  In  fhort, 
«'  were  not  fuch  a  duty  extremely  onerous  in  itfelf,  its  unlimited  duration  muft  excite  a 
*'  general  alarm.  We  have  often  feen  taxes,  limited  in  time,  prolonged  even  after  the 
*'  intention  of  the  fupply  had  heen  amply  fulfilled;  but  we  did  not  expect  to  fee  one 
"  that  is  to  Iaffc  perpetually,  at  the  very  time  when  a  certain  period  was  mentioned  for 
"  diminishing  the  national  debt. 

11  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  eftablifhed  the  Poll-tax  in  1695,  and  theTenth  in  1710.  The 
"  misfortunes  that  marked  the  latter  end  of  his  reign,  the  heavy  loffes  he  then  fuftained, 
"  and  the  invafion  of  the  kingdom  induced  him  to  venture  on  the  adoption  of  a  mea- 
"  fure,  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  very  much  doubted  in  his  own  mind.  That  Great 
'*  monarch,  finding  himfelf  obliged  to  impofe  fuch  a  duty,  feemed  to  be  doubtful  whether 
"  he  had  a  right  to  impofe  it ;  and  if  parliament  then  thought  it  their  duty  to  have  it 
"  regiftered,  it  was  becaufe  the  contribution  was  to  laft  but  a  fhort  time ;  it  was  chiefly 
"  becaufe  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  feemed  to  require  a  fpecdy  redrefs  ;  had  it  not  been 
"  for  thefe  fubftantial  reafons,  Sire,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  would  have  acknowledged, 
"  that  it  was  the  nation  alone,  re-united  in  the  three  general  ftates,  that  could  give  the 
"  neceflary  confent  for  cftahlifhing  a  perpetual  tax' — that  parliament  were  never  inveft- 
"  ed  with  fuch  a  power12,  and  that,  charged  by  the  fovere'ign  to  announce  his  will  to 
'*  people,  they  had  never  been  charged  by  the  people  to  reprefent  them  jo  implicitly. 

"  This  is  what  your  refpedtful  parliament  now  takes  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  your 

"  majefty  ;  and,  penetrated  with   this  truth,  alarmed  at  the  enormous  deficiency,   and 

"  fhicken  with  the  deplorable  difonlers   that  have  produced  it,  and  might  render  it  per- 

*'  petual,  they  wifh  very  much  to  lee  the  whole   nation  affe'mbled,    before  they  regiiler 

"  any  new  impoft.     The  nation,  alone,  thus  aflembled,  and  acquainted   with   the  true 

41  ftate  of  the  finances,  can  extirpate  the  great  abufes  which  now  exilt,  and  afford  fuch 

"  efficacious  refources  as  will  prevent  their  return. 

"  'Tisforyou,  Sire,  that  the  honour  was  referved  of  renewing  thofe  national  afTerti- 
"  blies  which  rendered  the  reign   of   Charlemagne  fo  great  and   illuftrious  ;  afTemblies 

12  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  with  regard  to  whom  the  parliament  here  adopts  the  adulatory  language  of  his  age,  by 
affixing  to  his  name  the  appellation  of  Great,  would,  moft  certainly,  not  only  have  denied  that  the  parliament  were 
ever  invefted  with  the  power  of  eftablifhing  a  perpetual  impoft,  but  that  they  had  ever  poffefTed  even  the  negative 
power  of  preventing  the  eftablifhment  of  any  tax  ;  he  would  probably  have  limited  their  functions  to  the  admini- 
stration of  juftice,  and  have  confined  their  privileges  to  thofe  which  were  immediately  annexed  to  their  office  as 
magiftrates  ;  with  refpect  to  the  regiftration  of  fifcal  edicts,  he  would  have  confidered  them  as  only  "  charged  by 
"  the  fovereign  tc  announce  his  will  to  the  people  ;" — and  as  to  the  power  of  granting,  or  withholding  fupplies,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  he  would  have  adopted  the  idea  of  Voltaire,  that  there  was  no  more  affinity  between  let  Parh- 
memdc  Franc:  and  the  parliaments  of  England,  than  between  a  commercial  conful  at  Smyrna,  and  a  cooful  of  an- 
cient Rome.  Had  the  parliament  forgotten  this circumftance— that  when  a  magistrate  was  delivering  a  long  fpeeca. 
in  the  prefence  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  in  which  were  thefe  words  "  The  king  and  the fiatf that  monarch  inter- 
rupted the  orator  in  a  manner  the  moft  abrupt  by  exclaiming — "  The  /late .'  tVhy,  that'*  me !" 

U  «  that 
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•■  that  repaired  all  the  difaflrous  calamities  of  king  John,  and  concurred  with  parliament 
■•  lo  re-eftabliflj  Charles  the  Seventh  on  the  throne.  All  the  world  is  now  convinced 
"  of  the  truth  of  this  maxim — that  myjlcry  generally  accompanies  weaknefs  and  mijlrnjl—* 
"  that  the  greater  authority  is,  the  more  confidence  and  candour  it  Jkould  infpire — and  that 
'•  tnti  lifting  the  provincial  ajfemh  lies  with  part  of  the  adminif  ration,  injlead  of  weakening  it, 
"  w  J.'tcn  it,  and  encreafe  its  atiivlty.     Your  Notables,  Sire,  fo  wifely  ielecSted  by 

"  your  majefly,  have  affiled  the  throne  with  their  councils,  and  unveiled  the  long-* 
'•  hidden  countenance  of  truth,  which  you  was  determined  to  fee.  How  happy  now  are 
«'  the  members  of  this  aflcmbly  in  prefenting  you,  Sire,  with  the  effufions  of  that  truth 
"  tluy  Hrongly  feel  in  their  hearts  ! — "The  monarch  of  France  can  never  be  fo  great  as  when 
"  jurrounded  by  his  happy  fubjetts  :  he  has  nothing  to  fear  but  the  excefs  of  their  attachment . 
•'  he  has  no  other  precaution  to  take  but  to  be  upon  his  guard  againfl  iffuing  trders  that  may  be 
*'  beyond  their  power  to  fulfil.  By  a  perfect  union  between  the  fovereign  and  the  people, 
"  each  party  will  be  a  gainer  ;  and  a  monarch  can  never  err  in  following  the  fteps  of  the 
"  hero  of  the  fecond  race,  who  forced  from  the  unanimous  lips  of  admiring  Europe  the 
"  name  of  Great,  which  he  certainly  deferved  hy  protecting  juftice  and  his  people  with 
"  the  fame  arm  which  ftruck  terror  to  his  enemies  ;  nor  thofe  of  a  Charles  the  Fifth, 
"  whom  pofterity,  the  impartial  judge  of  kings,  has  dignified  with  the  title  of  Wife; 
"  nor  thofe  of  Lewis  the  Twelfth,  who,  in  one  of  thofe  aflemblies,  had  the  fweet  fa* 
"  tisfaction  of  hearing  himfelf  proclaimed  the  Father  of  his  People;  nor  thofe,  in  fhort, 
"  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  whofe  name,  flill  fo  dear  to  the  French,  is  an  honour  to  hu- 
"  inanity,  and  daily  receives  from  our  grateful  hearts  a  copious  tribute  of  tears. 

"  Your  parliament,  Sire,  waiting  with  impatience  for  the  happy  and  long-wifhed  for 
4i  moment,  when  a  juft  monarch  will  deign  to  fpread  his  benign  influence  over  a  faithful 
"  nation,  and  grant  their  requefts,  moft  refpedtfully  entreat  your  majefly  to  recall  and 
"  annull  the  declaration  of  the  ftamp-duty,  as  altogether  incompatible  with  the  prefent 
"  fituation  of  affairs ;  a  duty  that,  were  it  to  be  enforced,  would  caufe  univerfal  difcon- 
"  tent  and  forrow  to  all  the  realm  ;  and  the  bare  mention  of  which  has  already  fpread  a 
"  general  alarm  through  the  kingdom." 

Thisremonflrance,  though  it  contains  much  good  reafoning,  and  many  falutary  admo- 
nitions, was  by  no  means  conclufive  as  to  the  point  of  parliamentary  interpofition.  The 
advice  to  aflemble  the  ffates  was  indifputably  wholefome,  and  demanded  the  moft  ferious 
attention  of  the  monarch  ;  but  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  would  not  admit  of  delay,  and 
Lewis  was  obliged  to  apply,  as  the  laft  refort,  to  his  abfolute  authority,  by  holding  a  bed 
of  juftice,  and  compelling  the  parliament  to  regifterthe  difputed  edict  l\ 

On 


«3  It  was  upon  this  octafion,  that  the  count  d'Artois,   the  king's  youngeft  brother,  who  had  before  flood  favour- 
ably in  the  public  opinion,  completely  forfeited  his  claims  to  popularity.    The  firft  preftdent  of  the  parliament  hav- 

Log, 
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On  the  feventh  of  Auguft,  the  day  after  the  regiftering  of  the  edict,  the  parliament 
entered  a  formal  proteft,  endued  with  a  new  and  extraordinary  extent  of  operation, 
againft  this  conceffion  which  had  been  extorted  from  them.  They  declared,  that  it  bad 
been  regiflered  againft  their  approbation  and  confent,  by  the  king's  exprefs  command  :  that 
the  edict  neither  ought  to,  nor  Jhould,  have  any  force;  and  that  the  iirft  perfon  who 
fhould  prefuine  to  attempt  to  enforce  its  execution,  fhould  be  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  conn 
demncd  to  the  rallies.  This  conduct  was  ftill  more  unconftitutional  than  the  arbitrary 
exertion  of  regal  authoiity,  functioned,  as  it  was,  in  this  inftance,  by  the  imperious  plea 
of  neceffitv  ;  the  affumption  of  leg'ijlative  power,  by  a  court  of  juftice,  was  an  innova- 
tion of  the  molt  alarming  nature, — an  innovation  not  more  dangerous  than  it  was  pre- 
pofterous.  The  parliament  feem  to  have  loft  their  wifdom  with  their  temper;  theii 
proteft  breathes  a  very  different-  fpiiit  from  their  remonftiance  ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  now  conducted  their  opposition  tended  to  annihilate  even  that  lawful  au- 
thority which  by  the  conftitution  was  vefted  in  the  crown  ; — that  oppofition  too  was  ren- 
dered ftill  more  formidable  by  its  receiving  the  fanction  of  all  .the  other  parliaments, 
who,  alas!  were  little  aware  that,  by  this  means,  they  contributed  to  raife  aflame  which 
was  deftined  toconfume  themfelves. 

Such  was  now  the  fituation  of  affairs,  that  the  king  was  reduced  to  the  abfolute  ne- 
cefiity  of  either  proceeding  to  extremities  in  the  fupport  of  his  authority,  or  of  giving 
up,  for  ever,  the  power  of  raifing  money  upon  any  occafion,  however  immediate  or  ur- 
gent, without  the  confent  of  the  parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  every  circumftance 
that  occurred  ferved  to  indicate  an  approaching  ftorm.  Paris  had,  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difputes,  been  fo  filled  with  troops,  that  it  rather  wore  the  appearance  of  a 
military  camp,  under  military  law,  than  that  of  a  great  and  peaceable  capital,  under  the 
government  of  a  civil  magiftracy,  and  its  own  municipal  laws.  All  the  avenues  to  the 
Palais,  where  the  different  chambers  of  parliament  held  their  meetings,  were  occupied 
by  foldiers ;  and  the  members,  in  their  way  to  and  from  the  places  of  their  refidence, 
were  obliged  to  pafs  through  rows  of  bayonets.  Indeed,  the  Parifians  afforded,  in  fome 
degree,  a  colour  for  this  meafure,  by  the  unprecedented  and  unreftrained  licence  they  af- 
fumed,  in  fpeaking,  writing,  and  acting,  upon  public  and  political  affairs.  So  great  was 
the  intereft  they  now  took  in  thofe  matters,  fuch  was  the  freedom  of  their  fpeech  in 
difcufling  thofe  topics,  that  a  ftranger,  but  for  the  appearance  of  the  troops,  might  eafily 
have  fancied  himfelf  in  the  capital  of  a  republic.  This  licence  was  carried  fo  far  by  the 
populace,  that  even  a  military  force  proved  inadequate  to   the  protection  of  the  count 

ing,  in  a  very  fpirited  fpeech,  declared  the  caufes  upon  which  that  body  grounded  their  refufil  of  regiflering  the 
ftamp-tax,  that  prince  exclaimed,  with  vehemence,  "that  if  he  were  king,  they  fhould  comply  ;"  upon  which 
the  prefident,  making  a  low-bow,  replied,  "  If  you  were  king,  I  fhould  fay  what  I  have  now  faid ;  my  heart  is  the 
*'  people's  ;  my  understanding  is  my  own  ;  and  my  head  is  the  king's," 
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d'Artois  from  the  mofl  unequivocal  marks  of  public  indignation  and  hatred;  while  mon- 
Geur  ( the  king's  next  brother)  by  purfuing  a  different  line  of  conduct,  was  loaded  with 
praifes  and  benedictions  whenever  he  appeared. 

Some  few  days  after  the  parliament  had  entered  the  proteft,  an  officer  of  the  French 
;ds,  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  went,  at  break  of  day,  to  the  houfe  of  each  individual 
member,  to  fignify  to  him  the  king's  command,  that  he  fhould  immediately  get  into  his 
carriage  and  proceed  to  Troyes,  without  writing  or  fpeaking  to  any  perfon  out  of  his  own 
houfe  before  his  departure.  Thefe  orders  being  ferved  upon  all  at  the  fame  inftant,  and 
carried  into  immediate  execution,  all  diforder  was  thereby  fo  effectually  prevented,  that 
the  parliament  was  far  advanced  on  its  way  to  the  fcene  of  banifhment,  before  the  Pari- 
fians  were  apprized  of  the  circumftance. 

But  the  flop  put  to  public  bufinefs,  and  the  diforders  occafioned  by  the  banifhment  of 
the  parliament,  were  fo  fenfibly  felt,  and  the  diffatisfaction  of  the  people  upon  that  event 
wasfo  great,  that  the  crown  could  not  long  perfevere  in  maintaining  that  hoftile  mark  of 
itsrefentment.  The  court  was  alfo  in  itfelf  fo  apparently  weak  and  divided,  and  fuch  con- 
tinual changes  took  place  in  the  different  departments  of  ftate,  that  it  evidently  wanted 
every  thing  that  could  confer  dignity  on  its  conduct,  or  afford  liability  to  its  meafures. 
Some  appearance  of  vigour  was,  however,  affumed  by  the  publication  of  an  edict,  by 
which  the  late  refolutions  of  the  parliament  were  declared  to  be  illegal  and  null:  but  no 
meafures  being  adopted  for  giving  effect  to  this  edict,  nor  any  attempt  made  to  enforce 
the  taxes,  it  paffed  as  nothing.  But  the  turbulence  of  the  Parifians  was  effectually 
curbed  by  a  guard  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  flationed  in  the  capital,  and  befides  the  con- 
tinual p'atroles  by  night  and  day,  fubaltern  officers,  with  fmall  detachments  of  foldiers, 
were  polled  at  the  corners  of  every  flreet.  The  king,  in  the  mean  time,  was  employed 
in  the  laudable  talk  of  making  continual  retrenchments  in  his  houfhold,  and  other  de- 
partments. 

The  chamber  of  accounts  and  the  court  of  aids  having  Iikewife  protefled  againfl  the 
new  taxes,  and  petitioned  the  king  to  convene  an  affembly  of  the  States- General,  as  the 
only  means  of  reftoring  the  public  confidence  ■  and  tranquillity;  the  monarch,  in  fome 
parts  of  his  anfvver,  feemed  to  difdain  the  lofty  language  of  his  predeceffors,  by  entering 
into  what  appeared  like  fome  juftirication  of  his  conduct,  without  a  formal  affumption 
of  that  name  or  character.  He  began,  however,  by  telling  them  that  it  was  not  the  bu- 
finefs of  his  courts  of  jufliceto  demand  a  convocation  of  the  States-General;  it  belong- 
ed to  him  alone  to  determine  whether  it  was  proper  ;  and  as  he  faw  it  was  not  neceffary, 
they  fhould  not  have  renewed  their  demand ;  that  he  had  already  done  more  for  his  peo- 
ple than  they  now  required :  that  he  had  granted  them  provincial  affemblies,  which  were 
the  mofl  competent  to  make  known  the  wants  and  wifh.es  of  the  whole  kingdom ;  that  he 

fhould 
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ftiould  never  oppofe  whatever  the  wants  of  the  people  might  require  :  that  he  had  trans- 
ferred his  parliament  from  Paris  to  Troyes,  becaufe  that  afTembly  had  excited  a  ferment 
among  the  people,  which  their  prefence  would  only  ferve  to  nourifh  and  encreafe  :  that 
he  fhould  judge  of  the  time  proper  for  its  reftoration  :  that  his  principal  object  had  ever 
been  the  difcovery  of  the  truth  :  that  it  was  his  duty  to  infill:  on  his  full  power  in  hav- 
ing his  edicts  registered:  if  there  were  any  inconveniences  in  the  execution  of  them,  his 
parliament  was  wrong  in  not  making  him  acquainted  with  them  :  that  he  fhould  receive 
with  pleafure  the  remarks  and  fupplications  of  the  two  petitioning  courts,  who  might  ex- 
pect every  thing  from  his  juftice,  and  his  regard  to  his  people  ;  but  that  they  ought  to 
confider  the  combination  of  circumftances,  3nd  to  obferve,  that  he  was  under  a  neceffity 
of  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  would  beft  enable  him  faithfully  to  fulfil  his  engagements. 

While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  the  unexpected  arrival,  without  leave  or  notice, 
of  the  firft  prefident  of  the  parliament  from  Troyes  at  Verfailles,  while  it  excited  general 
aftonifhment,  afforded  a  gleam  of  fatisfadtion  and  hope  to  the  public.  The  prefident 
was  difpatched  by\that  body  to  the  king,  to  reprefent,  in  ftrong  colours,  the  ruinous  fi- 
tuation to  which  his  country  would  be  inevitably  reduced  by  a  perfeverance  in  thofe 
meafures  which  he  had  been  advifed  to  purfue  ;  that  all  public  bufinefs  was  at  a  ftand  ; 
and  that,  though  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  affairs  could  not  be  precifely  afcei- 
tained,  yet  it  was  evident  that  diforder,  confufion,  and  perhaps  danger  to  the  public  tran- 
quillity, were  the  probable  refults.  As  the  court  wifhed  for  the  occafion,  a  negociation 
immediately  commenced,  and  an  accommodation  foon  took  place.  The  king  agreed  to 
give  up  the  ftampduty,  and  the  territorial  import,  and  to  give  fatisfadtion  to  parliament  in 
fome  other  re fpects.  This  was  an  impolitic  meafure,  as  it  fanctioned,  in  a  certain  degree, 
the  encroachments  of  parliament,  and  might  be  conftrued  into  a  tacit  acknowledgment 
of  their  right — a  right  they  had  affumed  in  direct  violation  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  French  conftitution — to  annul,  by  withholding  their  approbation  and  con- 
fent,  the  edicts  of  the  crown.  A  vigorous  government  would  eafily  have  crufhed  their 
oppofition,  for  the  two  edicts  in  queftion  had  been  enregiftered  according  to  the  ufuai 
forms  in  a  bed  of  juftice,  which,  from  the  undifputed  fanction  of  ages,  conferred  on  them 
all  the  efficacy  and  force  of  laws  ;  but  the  enfeebled  ftate  of  the  court,  the  want  of  vigour 
in  its  councils,  along,  probably,  with  an  ill-founded  hope,  and  an  ill-timed  defire  of  ac- 
commodation, ferved  altogether  to  induce  the  king  to  fubmit  to  this  dangerous  inroad  upon 
his  authority,  and  to  relinquifh  thefe  decrees,  which  could  alone  have  enabled  him  to  con- 
duct the  bufinefs  of  government  with  fecurity  and  effect. 

The  prefident  of  the  parliament,  in  a  fpeech  to  the  king,  conveyed  the  moft  ample 
acknowledgments  from  that  body  of  their  grateful  fenfe  of  his  equity  and  juftice,  and  of 
his  affection  for  his  fubjects  in  withdrawing  the  obnoxious  edidts,  accompanied  with  af- 
furances  of  their  grateful  concurrence  in  all  his  majefty's  beneficial  views  for  relieving  the 

people, 
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people,  and  rendeiin{;  them  happy.  The  king's  anfwer  was  exceedingly  gracious,  con- 
taining profc-ffions  of  the  moft  perfect  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  loyalty  of  the  par- 
liair.cnt,  and  of  the  groateft  affection  for  his  fubjects. 

But  thefe  indications  of  a  conciliatory  difpofition  in  the  contending  parties  too  foon 
difappeared,  and  the  flame,  that  was  fmothcred  for  a  while,  burft  forth  with  additional 
violence.  A  determined  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  government  was  difplayed  in  the 
provinces,  which  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  boldnefs  and  energy  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. Among  various  inftances  of  this  fpirit  of  refiftance,  the  parliament  of  Gre- 
noble p.ifieJ  a  decree  againft  Lettres  de  Cachet,  by  which  it  was  rendered  a  capital  crime 
for  any  perfon,  under  any  authority,  to  attempt  the  execution  of  thofe  letters  within 
their  jarifdidtion.  This  decree,  though  calculated  to  promote  a  falutary  purpofe,  inaf- 
much  as  Lettres  de  Cachet  were  the  moft  dreadful  inftruments  of  arbitrary  power, — in- 
ftruments  which  the  law  reprobated,  and  the  conftitution  difavowed — was  highly  de- 
ferving  of  cenfure,  fince  it  betrayed  the  moft  unwarrantable  affumption  of  legiflative 
authority  ;  an  authority  as  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  as  liable  to 
abufe,  as  the  defpotic  power  which  had  been  affumed  by  the  crown,  fince  the  days  of  the 
fourth  Henry. 

The  neceffities  of  the  ftate  meanwhile  continued,  nor  could  the  deficiency  in  the  re-  . 
venue  be  flopped  but  by  extraordinary  refources,  or  a  long  and  uninterrupted  couric  of 
frugality.  The  king,  therefore,  was  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the  imme- 
diate exigencies  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  loan.  For  this  purpofe,  in  a  very  full  meeting 
of  the  parliament,  (on  the  feventh  of  November)  attended  by  all  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  peers  of  France,  he  repaired  to  the  Palais  ;  and  pre- 
fented  for  regiftration  two  edicts ;  one  for  a  new  loan  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
of  livres  (about  eighteen  millions  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thou fand  pounds  fterling)  and 
the  other  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  Proteftants  in  all  their  ancient  civil  rights  ; 
a  meafure  which  had  been  fome  time  in  agitation,  but  the  progrefs  of  which  had  been 
impeded  by  the  late  difputes.  The  monarch  introduced  his  edicts  by  the  following 
fpeech  : 

**  Gentlemen,  I  am  come  to  this  affembly  to  recall  to  my  parliament  thofe  principles 
"  from  which  it  ought  never  to  deviate,  and  to  hear  what  you  have  to  fay  upon  two 
"  great  acts  of  adminiftration  and  legislation,  which  to  me  have  appeared  neceffary.  The 
f<  principles  which  I  mean  to  recall  to  your  recollection,  conftitute  a  part  of  the  ef- 
*•  fence  of  the  monarchy,  and  I  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be  unknown  or  changed.  I  had 
"  no  need  of  folicitations  to  affemble  the  notables  of  my  kingdom.  I  fhall  never  be 
**  afraid  of  being  among  my  fubjects.  A  king  of  France  is  never  more  happy  than 
•*'  when  he  enjoys  their  love  and  fidelity;  but  it  is  I  only  who  am  to  judge  of  the  ufe 

"  and 
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"  and  neceflity  of  thofe  affemblies,  and  I  will  not  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  indifcreetly  im- 
«'  portuned  for  that  which  ought  to  be  expected  from  my  wifdom,  and  the  love  I  bear  to 
"  my  people,  whofe  interefts  are  infeparablc  from  my  own.  The  act  of  adminiftration 
«*  which  I  propofe  to  myfelf  is  an  edict,  containing  a  creation  ot  fuccefiive  loans  For  live 
*'  years.  I  wifhecl  to  have  no  farther  recourfe  to  the  aid  of  loans  ;  but  order  and  ecoho- 
V  my  mufi  have  time  to  make  them  effectual.  Limited  and  well-calculated  loans  will 
*'  retard  the  operations  of  the  former,  but  they  will  not  prevent  them.  No  new  imports 
"  will  be  eftablifhed,  and  my  engagements  will  be  fulfilled.  I  will  ever  maintain,  by 
l-  the  moll  conftant  and  undivided  protection,  the  holy  religion  in  which  I  have  the  hap- 
"  pinefs  to  have  been  born,  and  I  will  not  permit  it  to  fuffer  the  fmalleft  diminution  in 
"  my  kingdom.  But  I  am  of  opinion,  that  this  fame  religion  commands  me  not  to 
"  leave  a  part  of  my  fubjedts  deprived  of  their  natural  rights,  and  what  the  flateof  fociety 
"  proinifes  them.  My  parliament  ought  to  reckon  upon  my  confidence  and  affection  ; 
"  but  they  ought  to  merit  them,  by  confining  themfelves  within  the  functions  confided 
"  to  their  execution  by  the  kings  my  predeceffors ;  being  careful  not  to  depart  from, 
"  nor  refufe  them,  and  more  particularly  never  to  fail  in  giving  to  my  fubjedts  an  ex- 
"  ample  of  fidelity  and  fubmiffion.  My  keeper  of  the  feals  will  communicate  to  you 
"  my  intentions." 

This  fpeech,  to  fay  the  leaft  of  it, was  certainly  ill-timed  :  exertions  of  vigour,  with 
regard  to  the  unconstitutional  encroachments  of  the  parliament,  fhould  have  been  made 
at  the  time  fuch  encroachments  were  committed;  the  arguments  here  adduced  would 
then  have  been  well-applied;  but  after  an  accommodation  had  taken  place,  all  retrofpec- 
tic  remarks  fhould  have  been  avoided,  as  holVile  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit  which  it  was 
the  intereft  of  all  parties  to  promote.  The  cenfure  cad:  upon  the  parliament,  for  their 
conduct  in  foliciting  an  affembly  of  the  Notables,  was  highly  improper,  as  in  fo  doing 
they  had  ftridtly  discharged  their  duty,  and  only  exerted  that  right  of  petitioning,  which 
every  fubjedt  in  the  kingdom  indifputably  poffeffed. 

As  foon  as  the  king  had  finifhed  his  fpeech,  permiffion  was  announced  for  every  mem- 
ber of  the  affembly  to  deliver  his  fentiments  without  rejlraint ;  a  licence  which  pro- 
duced, as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed,  a  very  warm  debate  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  loan, 
that  was  fupported  with  equal  perfeverance  by  the  court-party,  and  by  that  which  op- 
pofed  the  regiftration.  The  difcuffion  had  continued  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening 
when  the  king,  who  had  fat  nine  hours  without  taking  any  refrefhment,  being  wearied 
with  the  length  of  the  arguments,  and  preffed  by  hunger,  fuddenly  rofe,  and  commanded 
the  edict  to  be  regiftered  without  farther  delay.  This  fummary  mode  of  proceeding 
was,  mod  unexpectedly,  oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  confidering  it  as  a  diredl 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  parliament,  immediately  protefted  againfl  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day,  as  being  thereby  rendered  null  and   void.     The  king   aftonifhed, 

however 
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however  repeated  his  orders,  and  then  quitting  the  aflembly,  returned  to  Verfailles  with- 
out breaking  his  faft. 

Upon  his  departure  the  parliament  refolved,  that  as  the  votes  had  not,  according  to 
their  Handing  orders,  been  regularly  counted,  and  as  their  deliberations  had  been  inter- 
rupted, they  could  not  confider  themfelves  as  having  any  (hare  in  the  bufinefs  of  that 
fitting  ;  thereby  confirming  the  proteft  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  rendering  the  pro- 
ceedings totally  void.  On  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  the  baron  de  Breteuil  pre- 
fented  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Orleans  from  the  king,  in  which  he  was  concifely  inform- 
ed, that  his  majefty  had  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  his  conduit  ;  that  he  ordered  him  to 
retire  to  Villars-Cotteret  (one  of  his  feats,  about  fifteen  leagues  from  Paris)  where  he 
was  to  receive  no  company  except  that  of  his  own  family;  that  he  fhould  depart  imme- 
diately, and  flecp  at  Reincy,  four  leagues  from  Paris,  where,  for  the  prefent  night,  he 
fliould  fee  none  of  his  family,  nor  any  perfon  belonging  to  his  houfe.  On  the  fame  day 
the  Abbe  Sabatiere,  and  monfieur  Freteau,  both  members  of  the  parliament,  and  who  had 
both  diftrnguifhed  themfelves  in  the  late  debate,  were,  notwithftanding  the  freedom  of 
ipeech  which  was  then  proclaimed,  both  taken  up  and  fent  off  guarded,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Lettres  de  Cachet,  the  fir  ft  to  the  prifon  of  Mount  Saint  Michael — an  impreg- 
nable and  almoft  inacceffible  rock  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy, — and  the  other  to  a  prifon 
in   Picardv. 

The  parliament  did  not  reft  contented  under  thefe  acts  of  oppreflion  offered  to  their 
members,  and  the  crown  had  now  injudicioufly  afforded  them  but  too  juft  grounds  of 
complaint.  On  the  following  day  they  waited  on  the  king  ar  Verfailles,  where  the  firft 
prefident,  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  declared  their  aftonifhment  and  concern  at  underftanding  that 
a  prince  of  his  own  royal  blood  had  been  exiled,  and  two  members  of  their  body  impri- 
foned,  for  having  declared  in  his  prefence  what  their  duty  and  confciences  dictated  to 
them,  in  a  fitting  wherein  his  majefty  himfelf  had  announced,  that  he  came  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  aflembly  by  a  plurality  of  fuffrages :  that,  loft  in  confternation  as  they  were 
at  this  incident,  they  humbly  fupplicated  his  majefty  to  reftore  to  a  prince  of  his  blood, 
and  to  the  two  magiftrates,  the  liberty  which  they  had  thus  loft. 

To  this  the  king  anfwered,  that  when  he  put  away  from  his  prefence  a  prince  of  his 
blood,  his  parliament  ought  to  have  believed,  that  he  had  very  ftrong  reafons  for  fo  doing  : 
— that  he  had  punifhed  two  magiftrates  with  whom  he  had  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied. 

This  laconic  rebuff  did  not  prevent  the  parliament  from  prefenting  a  very  long,  and  a 
very  fpirited  addrefs  two  days  after,  in  which  they  declared,  that  the  public  affliction  had 
preceded  their  approach  to  the  foot  of  the  throne:  that  the  exile  of  the  firft  prince  of  his 
blood,  and  the  imprifonment  of  two  magiftrates,  without  any  known  caufe,  had  excited 
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univerfal  confternation  and  grief: — Could  it  have  been  a  crime  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  the 
prefence  of  his  majefly  ? — to  fpeak  it  with  a  refpeclful  franknefs,  which  might  have  me- 
rited his  approbation  ?  His  majefty  had  come  among  them  to  demand  their  free  fuffrages  : 
to  give  them  on  every  occafion  was  the  right  and  the  duly  of  parliament,  and  the  intereft 
of  the  king.    He  had  come  to  the  parliament,  that  he  might  fit  encircled  with  the  love 
and  with  the  wifdom  of  his  fubjedts.     It  was  true  the  keeper  of  his  feals  had  exprefled 
to  them   his  majefty's  fentiments;    but  if  they  allowed  that  circumftance  to  form  any 
diftinclion,  they  fhould  do  injuftice  to  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  and   the   real  dictates  of 
his  majefty's  heart.     If   fuch    principles  were  to  be    eftablifhed,   their  counfel  would, 
indeed,  no  longer  come  within  the  fanctuary  of  juftice,  the  afylum  of  law;  but  as  truth 
muft  be  heard,  it  would  break  forth  from  the  abode  of  terror  and  filence.     If  the  duke  of 
Orleans  was  guilty,  they  were  alfo.      It  was  worthy  the  fir  ft.  prince  of  the   blood  to    re- 
prefent  to  his  majefty,  that  he  was  transforming  a  meeting  of  the  parliament  into  a  bed 
of  juftice  :  his  declaration  only  announced  their  fentiments;  his  feelings  had  judged  of 
♦*Vir's  ;   and  if,  by  the  effedt  of  that  concord,  which  nothing  could  deftroy,  between  the 
wilhes  and  the  duty  of  the  parliament,  the  duke  of  Orleans  had  fliewn  a  courage  worthy 
his  birth  and  rank,  he  had  no  lefs  manifefted  a   heart  zealous  for  his  fovereign's  glory. 
"  In  fact,   Sire,  ftrangers  cannot  conceive,  pofterity  will  not  believe,  that  we  could  be 
"  expofed  to  any  danger  in  telling  your  majefty  that  truth   which  you  have  demanded 
"  in  perfon.     Your  prefence  is  always  accompanied  with  favour:    muft  it  henceforth 
"  produce  fear  and  afHicTion  ?    A  bed  of  juftice  would  be  lefs  terrible  than  a  fitting  of 
"  parliament.     Our  loyalty  to  your  majefty  could  not  prevent  the  fuppreflion  of  our 
"  opinions,  if  our  confidence,  encouraged  by  yourfelfr  were  no  other  than  the   fignal  of 
"  our  exile  or  imprifonment." 

They  reprefented,  in  colours  and  terms  equally  ftrong  and  pathetic,  the  cruel 
and  unworthy  treatment  which  the  two  fuffering  magiftrates  .had  received  on  the 
occafion  of  their  imprifonment,  from  thofe  bafeft  of  mankind,  the  inftruments  of 
arbitrary  power  and  of  the  police;  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  their  confinement  in  horrid  and 
loathfome  prifons,  where  life  was  a  continual  punifhment. — "  If  their  exile  be  the  re- 
'*  compence  of  the  fidelity  of  the  princes  of  your  blood  ;  if  outrages  and  captivity 
"  threaten  the  uprightnefs  of  the  firft  magiftrates  of  the  kingdom,  we  may  aik  our- 
"  felves,  with  terror  and  grief,  what  will  become  of  the  laws,  the  public  liberty,  the  na- 
"  tional  honour,  and  the  manners  of  your  majefty's  fubjecls  ;  thofe  manners  fa  mild,  fo 
"  neceffary  to  be  preferved  for  the  common  intereft  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  people. 
"  Such  defigns,  Sire,  are  foreign  from  your  heart  ;  fuch  examples  are  not  the  principles 
"  of  your  majefty.  They  arifc  from  another  fource.  Your  parliament,  Sire,  molt 
"  humbly  befeeches  your  majefty,  as  you  value  your  glory,  your  high  renown,  to  re- 
"  move  thofe  affli&ing  counfels,  to  confult  and  liften  only  to  your  own  heart ;  and  then 
"  juftice  with  humanity,  encouraged  by  the  return  of  the  firft  prince  of  your  blood, 
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«»  and  by  the  releafe  of  vour  two  rnagiflrates,  will  begin  to  efface  an  example,  which 
"  would  end  by  the  dcftruflion  of  the  laws,  the  degradation  of  the  mngifnacy,  uuiver- 
"  fal  diScouiagcment,  anJ  the  triumph  of  the  enemies  to  the  honour  of  France." 

A  deputation,  which  returned,  on  the  twenty-Sixth  of  November,  received  for  anfvver 
that  they  had  already  been  informed  by  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  that  the  more  goodnefs 
his  raajefty  Shewed  when  he  followed  the  inclinations  of  his  heart,  the  more  firmneSs  he 
difcovcred  when  he  thought  he  perceived  any  attempts  to  abufe  that  kindnefs.  This 
would  be  a  Sufficient  anfvver  to  their  Supplications  :  bui  he  would  add,  that  if  he  did  not 
blame  the  concern  they  feemed  to  give  themfelves  about  the  detention  of  the  two  ma- 
gistrates, he  could  not  but  difapprove  of  theii  exaggeration  of  the  circumftances  and  con- 
sequences of  that  ineafurc,  and  of  the  d'fpofition  they  betrayed  to  afcribe  it  to  motives, 
which  the  freedom  of  opinion  he  allowed  did  not  permit  them  to  fuggeft.  He  owed  no 
explanations  to  any  body  of  the  motives  of  his  resolutions  ;  defired  them  to  endeavour 
no  longer  to  join  the  particular  caufe  of  thofe  whom  he  had  punifhed,  with  the  interefts 
of  any  other  Subjects,  or  with  that  of  the  laws.  All  his  Subjects  knew  that  his  goodnefs 
was  continually  awake  to  their  happinefs,  and  they  felt  its  effects  even  in  the  acts  of  his 
juftice.  Every  one  was  interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  public  order,  and  it  effentially 
belonged  ta  his  authority.  If  thofe  who  had  been  charged  with  the  execution  of  his  or- 
ders had  behaved  in  a  manner  contrary  to  his  intentions,  he  would  punifh  them.  If  the 
places  where  the  two  magiftrates  were  detained  was  prejudicial  to  their  health,  he  would 
order  them  to  be  removed.  The  fentence  of  the  two  magistrates  was  in  confequence 
changed  from  imprifonment  to  exile,  M.  Freteau  being  Sent  to  one  of  his  country  feats, 
and  the  abbe  Sabatiere  to  a  convent  of  Benedictines;  but  it  feems  that  this  conceflion 
was  not  obtained  until  a  promife,  on  the  part  of  the  parliament,  had  been  made  that  the 
edict  for  eftablifhing  the  loan  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres,  which  had 
been  the  oStenSible  cauSe  of  this  unfortunate  difference,  Should  be  registered: — a  promife, 
that  was  immediately  fulfilled. 

Still,  however,  the  parliament  betrayed  a  difpofition  to  inSiSt  on  thoSe  points  againSt 
which  they  originally  remonStrated  ;  at  an  affembly  of  the  great  chamber  of  parliament, 
attended,  as  they  informed  the  king,  by  the  princes  and  peers  of  the  realm,  having  taken 
his  inajefty's  anSwer  into  consideration,  they  were  charged  to  lay  before  him  their  repre- 
sentations on  the  Subject. 

The  boldnefs  of  opinion  and  energy  of  language  difplayed  in  this  remonftrance,  which 
was  improperly  termed  a  petition,  greatly  SurpaSSed  any  attempt  that  had  yet  been  made  to 
eStabliSh  an  unlimited  freedom  of  difcuffion  on  political  topics.  The  monarch  was  open- 
ly and  unequivocally  told,  that  the  magistracy  of  his  kingdom,  as  well  as  every  true  ci- 
tizen, were  aftonifhed  at  the  reproaches  contained  in  his  anfwer,  and  at  the  principles 

which 
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which  it  manifefted  ;  though  they  were  far  from  attributing  them  to  his  perfonal  fenti- 
ments.  The  parliament  fupported  and  confirmed  their  former  charge,  relative  to  the 
indignities  offered  to  their  two  members  ;  and  faid,  that  public  decency  had  received  a  fc- 
vere  wound  in  the  choice  of  the  perfons  who  executed  his  orders  on  that  occafion.  They 
ftated,  that  in  devoting  themfelves  to  the  public  fervice;  in  promifing  to  releafe  his  ma- 
jefty from  the  firft  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  nation,  namely,  that  of  juftice  ;  in  bring- 
ing up  their  children  to  be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  facrifice,  they  never  could  have  fuppofed 
that  they  were  expofing  themfelves  and  their  children  to  misfortunes,  and  ftill  lefs  to  out- 
rages of  fo  heinous  a  nature.  "  But  we  do  not  come  fo  much  to  claim  your  compaffion, 
"  as  the  protection  of  the  laws.  It  is  not  to  your  humanity  alone  we  addrefs  ourfelves; 
"  it  is  not  a  favour  which  your  parliament  folicits  ;  it  comes,  Sire,  to  demand  juftice. — 
"  That  juftice  which  is  fubjedt  to  regulations,  independent  of  the  will  of  man;  even 
"  kings  themfelves  are  fubfervient  to  them  ;  that  glorious  prince,  Henry  the  Fourth,  ac- 
"  knowledged  that  he  had  two  fovereigns,  God,  and  the  laws. 

**  One  of  thefe  regulations  is  to  condemn  no  one  without  a  hearing;  it  is  a  duty  in 
"  all  times,  and  in  all  places;  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  ;  and  your  majefty  will  allow 
*'  us  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  it  is  as  obligatory  on  you,  as  on  your  fubje£ts." 

They  obferved,  that  the  glorious  privilege  of  fhewing  mercy  to  criminals  belonged  to 
the  crown,  but  the  aft  of  condemning  them  was  not  one  of  its  functions;  the  laws  had 
placed  that  odious  office  in  other  hands ;  that  painful  and  dangerous  talk  the  king  could 
not  exercife.  And  from  thefe  premifes  they  had  deduced  this  inference,  that  thofe  who 
advifed  the  king  topunifh  of  his  own  accord,  to  punifh  without  a  trial,  to  order  exiles, 
arrefts,  and  imprifonments,  were  guilty  of  wounding  eternal  juftice,  of  violating  the 
laws  of  the  realm,  and  of  deftroying  the  moft  confolatory  prerogative  which  his  majefty 
poflefled. 

They  concluded  by  faying — "  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  thofe  laws  which  preferve 
"  empires,  in  the  name  of  that  liberty  of  which  we  are  the  refpedtful  interpreters  and  the 
"  lawful  mediators  ;  in  the  name  of  your  authority,  of  which  we  are  the  firft  and  moft 
«'  confidential  minifters,  that  we  dale  demand  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
"  leans,  and  the  two  exiled  magiftrates,  who  were  imprifoned  by  a  fudden  order,  as  con- 
"  trary  to  the  fentiments  as  to  the  interefts  of  your  majefty." 

A.  D.  1788.]  The  anfwer  of  the  king  was  equally  laconic  and  repulfive  :  the  fub- 
ftance  of  it  was,  "  That  they  fhould  not  demand  from  his  juftice  what  folely  depended 
"  upon  his  will." 

The  parliament,  therefore,  perfifted  in  their  efforts  :  having  appointed  a  time  for  tak- 
ing the  anfwer  into  confederation,  they  pafled  feveral  refolutions,  ftrongly  enforcing  and 
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enlarging  the  principles  advanced  in  their  former  remonftrances.  They  charged  the  king 
with  departing  from  the  profeflions  holden  out  in  fome  of  his  former  declarations  or  an- 
fwers.  Their  reprobation  of  Lettres  de  Cachet  placed  them  in  every  point  of  view  that 
could  render  them  odious  or  terrible.  They  defcribed  them  as  being  the  common  inflruments 
of  concealed  views  and  private  revenge  ;  and  they  fcrupled  not  to  charge  the  monarchy 
with  degenerating  into  actual  defpotifm,  through  the  nefarious  abufe  of  the  king's  au- 
thority, by  minifters  ufing  thefe  letters,  without  any  form  of  law  or  colour  of  juftice, 
for  depriving  individuals  of  their  liberty.  They  argued — and  no  ground  of  argument 
could  poflefs  greater  ftrength — that  the  fame  power  which  arbitrarily  deprived  the  firft 
prince  of  the  blood  and  the  two  magiftrates  of  their  liberty,  might,  undoubtedly,  with 
greater  eafe,  attack  that  of  all  other  citizens ;  and  if  the  repeal  of  fuch  arbitrary  orders 
depended  only  on  the  goodnefs  and  pleafure  of  the  monarch,  it  muft  naturally  follow, 
that  no  Frenchman  had  any  fecurity  for  his  liberty  ;  that  Lettres  de  Cachet  were  to  have 
the  effedl  of  laws,  and  were  to  be  confidered  as  neceffary  and  effential  parts  of  go- 
vernment. 

This  principle  they  totally  condemned,  as  fubverting  the  mod  facred  foundations  of  the 
conftitution.  They  declared,  that  they,  therefore,  could  not,  and,  indeed,  that  they  ought 
not,  to  recur  to  the  king's  goodnefs,  in  order  to  obtain  the  liberty  of  the  duke  and  of  the  two 
magiftrates  :  fuch  a  ftep  would  be  no  lefs  derogatory  from  the  effential  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  o£  public  order,  than  from  the  generous  fentiments  of  the  fufferers 
themfelves  :  that  all  his  majefty's  fubjedts  were  equally  interefted  in  preventing  the  fad  ef- 
fects of  fo  dangerous  a  principle  ;  and  that  they  neither  could  themfelves,  nor  ever 
would,  make  any  difference  between  the  caufe  of  the  prince  and  the  magiftrates,  and  that 
of  any  other  citizen  whatever.  They  fummed  up  the  whole  with  repeating  their  decla- 
ration, that  parliament,  therefore,  would  never  ceafe  to  demand  the  liberty  or  the  impeach- 
ment of  the  prince  and  the  magiftrates ;  and  that,  thinking  themfelves  equally  bound  to 
employ  the  fame  zeal  and  the  fame  perfeverance  for  the  welfare  of  all  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, they  would  not  ceafe  to  intreat  his  majefty  to  grant  and  to  infure  to  every  French- 
man that  perfonal  fecurity,  which  was  folemnly  promifed  by  the  laws,  and  due  to  them  by 
the  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  January,  the  parliament  was  fent  for  to  Verfailles,  to  receive 
the  king's  anfwer  to  this  remonftrance,  which  afforded  as  little  fatisfadtion  to  that  body 
as  any  of  the  preceding.  They  were  informed,  that  although  he  had  condefcended  to 
receive  their  reprefentations  in  behalf  of  the  two  magiftrates  whom  he  had  punifhed,  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  recall  them  ;  that,  beftdes,  the  manner  in  which  their  reprefenta- 
tions were  expreffed  was  by  no  means  fuch  as  to  deferve  his  indulgence.  On  the  fubjedk 
of  Lettres  de  Cachet,  he  affuredthem,  that  the  lawful  liberty  of  his  fubjedts  was  as  dear 

to 
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to  him  as  to  themfelves  ;  but  he,  at  the  fame  time,  declared,  that  he  would  not  fuffer 
his  parliament  to  oppofe  the  exercife  of  an  authority,  which  the  tranquillity  of  families 
fo  much  and  fo  ofcen  required;  which  magifirates  themfelves  fo  frequently  folicited  and 
implored;  and  of.  which  he  had  the  fatisfaction  to  know  that  he  had  made  a  more  mo- 
derate'ufe  than  his  predeceflbrs .  He  then  informed  them,  that  the  expreffions  made  ufe 
of  in  their  late  refolutions  were  as  indifcreet  and  improper  as  thofe  which  they  had  ufed 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  Auguft  in  the  former  year:  that  he,  therefore,  fupprefled  the 
refolutions  of  both  thofe  days,  as  being  contrary  to  that  refpect  and  fabmifhon  which  his 
parliament  owed,  and  was  bound  to  fet  an  example  of  to  all  his  fubjecls.  He  concluded 
by  forbidding  them  to  purfue  fuch  a  conduct,  or  to  form  any  fuch  refolutions  in  future. 

So  little  effect  did  this  prohibition  produce,  that  the  parliament,  on  the  fucceeding 
day,  pafled  a  new  fet  of  refolutions,  which,  befides  reiterating  the  principal  arguments 
and  pohtions  of  the  former  pieces,  held  out  fuch  new  matter,  as,  if  it  could  not  add 
much  to  their  force,  was,  however,  well-calculated  to  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the 
people,  which  were  already  extremely  inflamed  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  conteft  was  continued,  in  this  manner,  for  fome  time  longer,  the  apparent  firmnefs 
on  one  fide  being  met  with  an  equal  degree  of  perfeverance  on  the  other ;  nor,  in  the 
mean  time,  was  it  at  all  clear,  whatever  conceflions  had  been  made,  or  even  if  all  the 
claims  of  the  parliament  had  been  granted,  that  the  latter  had  left  it  in  their  power  to 
relieve  the  crown  from  its  diftrefles,  or  confequently  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs 
of  government.  This  proceeded  from  their  unexpected  declaration,  that  it  was  neither  in 
their  power,  nor  in  that  of  the  crown,  nor  of  both  united,  to  grant  or  to  raife  any  money 
by  the  levy  of  new  taxes  upon  the  people  ;  a  declaration  which  was  conjiitutionally  tine, 
but  to  which  the  conduct  of  the  parliament  had  formed  one  continued  contradiction. 

Whatever  were  the  particular  motives  of  the  party  by  whofe  influence  that  body  wjs 
induced,  to  make  this  voluntary  furrrender  of  its  authority,  the  new  doctrine  fpread, 
with  wonderful  rapidity,  through  the  nation.  In  proportion  to  the  general  odium  in- 
curred by  the  taxes,  was  the  joy  at  this  emancipation  from  all  actual  authority  to  raife 
new  ones ;  whilft  the  patriotifm  of  that  body,  which  had  thus  teftified  its  own  incompe- 
tence, in  order  thereby  to  eftablifh  the  difqualification  of  the  crown,  was  little  lefs  than 
idolized.  Thus  circumftanced,  it  would  not  have  been  eafy  for  the  parliament,  however 
inclined,  to  retract  its  own  meafure,  and  to  refume  a  competence  which  it  formally  de- 
clared it  did  not  pofTefs ;  as  little  could  it  renew  that  authority  in  the  crown,  which  it 
had  juft  endeavoured  to  cancel. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  mini/try  to  recover  their  loft 
popularity  by  the  adoption  of  two  meafures  equally  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community.     The  firft  was  a  general  reform  in  the  codes  of  both  civil 
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and  criminal  juuice,  a  reform  long-wifhed,  and  than  which  nothing  could  he  more  want- 
ed; but  its  difficulty  and  magnitude  had  hitherto  deterred  any  minifter  from  venturing 
upon  Co  Arduous  an  undertaking.  M.  de  Lamoignon,  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  had  not 
only  the  courage  to  encounter  thefe  difficulties,  but  the  happinefs  and  honour  to  form- 
under  the  encouraging  influence  of  his  fovereign — fo  excellent  a  plan  for  compleating 
thedefign,  as  to  leave  but  little  to  be  done  by  thofe  who  were  deftined  to  be  his  fucceffors 
in  carrying  it  into  execution.  And,  for  the  relief  of  thofe  perfons,  who  might  be 
brought  to  trial  in  the  interim,  he  I  ore  the  great  work  could  be  perfected,  he  introduced 
feveral  moil  humane  and  eifentiul  regulations  into  the  immediate  proceedings  of  the  cri- 
minal courts;  particularly  with  refpect  to  evidence,  and  the  mode  of  obtaining  it,  the 
fyftern  of  which  was  vicious  in  the  laft  degree;  and  ftill  more  particularly  in  thofe  cafes 
where  the  life  of  the  accuicd  was  arfected. 

The  fecond  was  the  edict  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants,  which  was  introduced  by  the 
king  on  the  memorable  nineteenth  of  November,  and  was  regillered  by  the  parliament  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  1788.  This  edi£t  contained  diirty-feven  articles,  the 
greater  number  as  well  as  the  moft  eftential  of  which  were  thofe  relating  to  marriages, 
births,  baptifms,  and  burials ;  fubjedts  which  had  frequently  been  the  caufe  of  great  trou- 
ble, difficult)*,  and  grievance  to  the  Proteftants,  with  refpect  to  the  legitimacy  of  their 
iffue,  and  the  iegal  defcent  of  their  inheritances. 

While  all  France  was  waiting,  with  the  utmoft  attention  and  folicitude,  the  iffue  of 
the  conteft  between  the  king  and  the  parliament  of  Paris,  relative  to  Lcttres  de  Cachet,  an 
incident  occurred  in  Languedoc  which  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  ferment  upon 
that  fubjedt.  M.  de  Catalan,  the  prefident  of  the  parliament  of  Touloufe,  having,  in 
conjunction  with  that  body,  refufed  to  regifter  the  late  edict  for  levying  a  tax  of  two 
twentieths  on  the  nation,  the  king  immediately  ordered  a  Lettre  de  Cachet  to  be  iffued 
againft  the  prefident,  the  execution  of  which  was  committed  to  the  count  de  Perigord, 
governor-general  of  the  province.  M.  de  Catalan  was,  accordingly,  arretted,  and  fent 
prifoner  to  an  old  caftle  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains. 

This,  and  fome. other  circumftances  of  a  fimilar  nature,  brought  on  an  argumentative 
written  difcuffion  between  the  parliament  of  Paris  and  the  king,  which  afforded  not 
only  a  more  full  explanation  of  the  refpective  claims  of  the  parties  than  had  yet  appear- 
ed, but  likewife  fome  view  of  their  feparate  opinions  with  regard  to  fundry  great  ques- 
tions of  law,  upon  which  the  French  conftitution  was  either  fuppofed  to  be  founded,  or 
its  prefervation  appendant. 

On  the  eleventh  of  April,  the  parliament  prefented  a  reraonftrance,  hi  which,   repre- 
fenting  the  nineteenth  of  November  as  the  epoch  of  a  direct  attempt  to  fubvert  the  pub- 
lic rights,  and  to  eftablifh  defpotifm,  and  ftating  all  the  fubfecjuent  proceedings  as  a  con- 
tinuation 
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tinuation  of  the  fame  fyftem,  they  informed  the  king  that  his  parliament  could  never 
allow,  that  one  aft  of  arbitrary  power  fhould  deftroy  the  effential  rights  by  which  his 
fubjedts  had  been  governed  for  thirteen  hundred  years  paft.  They  .then  enumerated  feve- 
ral  loofe  indefinite  charges  againft  government,  as  the  grounds  and  jufiiheation  of  their 
remonftrance — that  public  liberty  was  attacked  in  its  very  principles;  that  defpotifm  \v..s 
fubftituted  for  the  law  of  the  land;  that  the  privileges  of  magiftracy  were  violated,  and 
parliament  made  the  mere  inftrument  of  arbitrary  power. 

They  declared,  that  their  privileges  were  not  their  own  ;  that  they  were  the  property 
of  the  peopleat  large  ;  and  that  they,  as  truftees  or  confervators,  were  bounden  to  pre- 
ferve  them  from  violation:  that  the  will  of  the  king  alone  did  not  make  a  law  complete, 
nor  did  the  fingle  expreflion  of  that  will  confHtute  the  formal  a£t  of  the  nation.  It 
was  necefTary,  that  the  king's  will,  in  order  to  be  effedlive,  fhould  be  publifhed  under 
legal  authority,  and  that,  in  order  to  make  the  publication  of  it  legal,  it  muft  have  been 
firft  freely  difcuffed :  "  Such,  Sire,  are  the  principles  of  the  French  confiitution  !" 

In  fupport  of  this  doctrine  they  referred  to  the  early  ftages  of  the  French  monarchy, 
and  endeavoured  to  fhew  from  hiftory,  the  ancient  as  well  as  the  more  recent  circum- 
ftances  which,  attended  the  pafling  of  laws,  and  which  they  reprefented  as  having  been 
confidered  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  give  them  validity.  Under  the  firft  race  of  kings, 
the  fovereign,  being  furrounded  by  his  court,  either  prefented  a  new  law  to  the  people, 
or  they  demanded  one.  In  the  firft  inftance,  the  acceptance  of  the  people,  whofe  fuf- 
frages  were  entirely  free,  eftablifhed  the  law  :  in  the  fecond,  the  propofed  law  was  confi- 
dered and  debated  by  the  court  (  which  was  the  royal  council)  according  to  whofe  fuff'rages, 
which  were  equally  and  inviolably  free  as  thofe  of  the  people,  it  was  affirmed  by  the 
king's  affent,  or  rejected.  The  fame  order  was  oblerved  under  the  lecond  race.  The 
court  was  compofed  of  noblemen,  bifhops,  and  fenators.  They  were  ftyled  the  adjutants, 
co-operators,  and  adminijlrators  of  the  public  weal.  In  all  cafes,  laws  were  enadted  with 
the  confent  of  the  people,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  king  through  his  court. 

Under  the  third  race  of  kings,  they  faiJ,  that  the  form  of  government  did  not  change, 
although  the  court  went  under  different  names.  Jt  was  at  different  times  called  the 
king's  court,  the  court  of  France,  the  royal  court,  the  common  council,  and  the  parliament. 

But  thefe  refearches  into  the  ancient  hiftory  of  the  French  monarchy,  with  all  the  af- 
fiftance  that  could  be  derived  from  the  fallacious  ftatements  of  the  parliament,  and  the 
falfe  deductions  they  made,  did  not  ferve  to  throw  any  additional  light  upon  the  fubjecls 
of  the  prefent  difputes.  It  was  a  faft  not  to  be  controverted  that  the  parliaments  were 
properly  courts  of  juftice  :  that  they  were  merely  adminiftrators  of  the  laws,  without  any 
power  to  make,  or  even,  in  the  fmallefl  degree,  to  alter  of  amend  them ;    though   the 

tight 
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right  of  remonftrance,  together  with  thofe  of  verifying  and  regiftering  edicts,  had, 
in  a  manner,  been  fecured  to  them  by  prefcription ;  they  were  not  farther  removed 
from  the  powers  of  legiflation,  than  from  the  moft  diftant  pretence  of  being  con- 
fidered,  in  any  degree,  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  Ever  fince  the  convo- 
cation of  the  ftates  had  fallen  into  difufe,  the  powers  of  legiflation  had  in  fact  refided 
Solely  in  the  crown. 

After  their  hiftorical  quotations,  the  parliament  plainly  told  the  king,  that  he  could 
not  fuppofe  himfelf  able,  in  defiance  of  all  thefe  teflimonies,  to  deftroy  the  conftitution 
at  a  fingle  blow,  by  concentrating  parliament  in  his  own  peifon.  They  put  the  follow- 
ing queftion :  "Since,  then,  there  exifts  reciprocal  duties  between  king  and  fubjedts, 
*'  what  would  become  of  this  principle  in  practice,  if  kings  by  a  fingle  word  had  the 
"  power  of  reftraining  fome,  and  of  extending  others,  as  they  pleafed  ?" — And  they 
concluded  thus — "  It  remains  therefore  for  us  to  fupplicate  your  majefty,  to  pay  an  at- 
"  tentive  regard  to  the  ftate  of  your  kingdom.  We  are  ignorant  how  long  the  enemies 
"  of  magiftracy  and  the  public  tranquillity  may  have  the  ignominious  glory  of  tri- 
"  umphing  over  the  laws  ;  but  we  will  venture  to  anfwer  to  your  majefty  for  the  cou- 
"  rage  and  fidelity  of  thofe  who  have  the  execution  of  them." 

The  king,  in  his  reply,  after  obferving  that  he  had  perufed  their  remonftrances. with 
great  attention,  profeffed  to  anfwer  them  with  fuch  precifion,  that  they  fhould  no  longer 
doubt  of  his  intentions,  nor  again  attempt  to  oppofe  them.  He  told  them;  it  was  quite 
unneceffary  to  talk  to  him  of  the  nature  or  prefcription  of  enregiftering,.or  of  the  manner 
which  they  adopted  in  giving  their  fuffrages.  When  he  went  to  hisparliament  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  a  new  edict,  it  was  in  order  to  benefit  by  their  difcuffion  of  it,  and,  from  the 
light  which  he  thus  received,  to  determine  in  his  own  mind,  after  hearing  their  ar- 
guments and  opinions,  upon  the  propriety  of  paffing  the  law,  and  of  having  it  ac- 
cordingly regiltered IJ.  This  was  exactly  what  he  had  done  on  the  nineteenth  of  No- 
vember. Every  tiling  had  been  conducted  precifely  according  to  law,  and  to  the  ancient 
and  eftablifhed  forms,  at  that  fitting.  He  had  heard  all  their  opinions,  and  therefore 
their  deliberations  were  complete  ;  they  had  done  their  part ;  he  then  decided  according 
to  his  own  judgment,  and  thereby  fulfilled  his.  Their  voices  were  not  collected,  be- 
caufe  his  prefence  rendered  it  unneceffary  ;  his  decifion  did  not  reft  upon  the  number 
of  votes :  of  what  avail  could  it  be  then  to  know  the  exact  majority,  when  their  num- 
ber afforded  them  no  power  ? 

'3  This  was  certainly  one  of  thefe  cafes  which  the  ancient  conftitutional  maxim  of  "  Aivenientc  princtpe,  cejfat 
"  wgijfratut"  was  peculiarly  applicable. 

He- 
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He  infifted,  that  the  collecting  of  fuft'rages  was  on!y  neceflary  in  his  abfence,  as  the 
moft.  perfect  means  of  affording  him  a  precife  knowledge  of  the  fentiments  of  His  par- 
liament ;  but  his  prefence  rendered  it  not  only  unnecellary,  but  idle.  He  farther  ar- 
gued, that  if  the  plurality  of  voices,  in  his  courts,  could  forcibly  direct  his  will,  the 
monarchy  would  be  changed  to  an  ariftocracy  of  magittrates  ;  an  event,  as  contrary  to 
the  rights  and  interetts  of  the  nation,  as  to  thofe  of  the  fovereign  power.  "  That 
"  would  be,  indeed," — pwrfued  the  king — "  a  ft range  conftitution  of  government, 
"  which  fhould  reduce  the  will  of  the  monarch  to  fubmit  to  that  of  his  miniflers  ;  and 
"  fubject  the  fovereign  power  to  as  many  different  determinations,  as  there  were  delibera- 
"  tions  in  the  various  courts  of  juflice  throughout  the  kingdom.  But  it  behoves  me 
'•  to  guarantee  the  nation  from  fuch  a  misfortune."  He  likevvife  laid  it  down,  as  a  poii- 
tion  or  rule  not  to  be  departed  from-,  that  parliament  had  no  authority  topafsany  decrees, 
either  upon  fubjedts  of  legiflation  or  adminiftration,  which  did  not  come  to  them  from 
him.  He  therefore  reproved  them  for  fuch  decrees  as  they  had  thus  patted,  and  prohi- 
bited them  from  a  repetition  of  the  practice.  He  maintained,  that  to  deftroy  and  leave 
no  trace  of  an  error,  which  he  was  difpofed  to  attribute  to  a  momentary  furprize  or  il- 
lation, was  to  purify,  and  not  to  alter,  their  regitters. 

He  then,  adverting  to  their  quotations  and  precedents,  afked,  for  how  many  falutary 
laws,  which  ttill  daily  formed  the  rules  for  guiding  their  judgments,  was  France  indebt- 
ed to  the  authority  of  her  former  monarchs  ; — who  not  only  ordered  them  to  be  regifter- 
ed  without. any  regard  to  the  plurality  of  fufFrages,  hut  in  direct  oppofition  thereto,  and 
in  defiance  of  reluctant  or  refitting  parliaments?  He  concluded  thus — "  Thefe  are  the 
"  principles  which  ought  to  regulate  your  conduct ;  and  I  fhall  never  fuffer  the  fmallell 
«'  deviation  from  them." 

With  opinions  fo  diametrically  oppofite,  in  regard  to  the  prerogatives  and  authority  of 
the  crown,  the  privileges  of  parliaments,  and  the  rights  of  the  fubject,  as  were  now  avow- 
ed by  the  contending  parties,  little  hope  of  any  compromifeor  amicable  conclufion  could 
remain;  audit  became  every  day  more  apparent,  that  things  were  drawing  to  a  critts, 
the  management  of  which  would  be  attended  with  greater  difficulties  than  were  yet  forg- 
feen  ;  but  which  could  fcarcely  fail  in  its  effect  of  proving  decifive,  and  of  either  eftab- 
lifhing  on  a  firmer  bafis  the  authority  of  the  crown,  or  of  modelling,  and,  perhaps, 
greatly  reducing  its  power.  All  civil  public  bufinefs  was  at  a  ftand,  for  the  provincial 
parliaments,  as  well  as  that  of  Paris,  either  refufed  to  act  under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
or  were  difabled  from  acting;  fo  that  it  was  morally  impoffible  things  could  continue 
long  in  their  prefent  ffate. 

In  the  mean  time,  minifters  were  deeply,  but  moft  fecretly,  engaged  in  forming  an 
cxtenfive  plan,  for  a  new  order  of  government ;  which,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, would  have  wholly  liberated  the  king  from  that  continual  vexation  and  trouble 
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which  he  La.l  To  long  endured  through  the  refractorinefs  of  the  parliament.  This  fyf- 
tem,  which  was  the  joint  production  of  monfieur  de  Lainoignon,  and  the  archbifhop  of 
Thouloufc,  was  fo  cxttnfive,  that  it  fecined  rather  to  carry  the  appearance  of  a  new  con- 
fiitutiou,  than  to  look  like  the  repair  of  an  old  one.  But  its  two  prominent  and  leading 
features  were,  the  cftablifhment  of  a  number  of  grand  bailiwicks  throughout  the  king- 
dom, which  were  calculated  to  diminifh  the  jurifdicTion,  the  credit,  and  the  profits  of 
the  parliaments ;  and  the  creation  of  a  great  council  of  ftate  and  government,  under  the 
appellation  of  La  Cour  Plenierg,  which  was  to  be  endued  with  fuch  powers,  and  placed 
in  the  exercife  of  fuch  functions,  as  would  ferve  to  carry  the  parliaments  back  to  the 
original  principles  of  their  inftitution,  and,  enabling  government  to  condu£t  the  public 
buiinefs  without  any  other  intervention,  would  thereby  preclude  the  neceffity  of  aflem- 
bling  the  dates-general. 

As  it  was  recjuifite,  in  order  to  render  this  fupreme  tribunal  effecYive,  that  it  fhould 
acquire,  at  the  firft  view  of  its  compofition,  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  thereby  be  enabled  to  furmount  the  ftrong  prejisdices  which  fo  new  and  impor- 
tant an  inftitution  muft  inevitably  encounter,  it  became  a  matter  of  indifpenfable  ne- 
ceffity, that  it  fhould  poffefs  every  poffible  degree  of  refpedtability,  which  could  be  de- 
rived from  the  rank,  integrity,  or  talents,  of  its  members.  It  feemed,  likewife,  to  con- 
ftitute  a  part  of  the  view  of  the  framers,  that  by  their  being  drawn  from  almofr.  every 
order  and  clafs  of  men  in  the  nation,  they  fhould  bear  the  appearance,  in  a  certain  degree, 
of  being  a  reprefentative  of  the  whole. 

In  conformity  with  thofe  purpofes  the  fupreme  court  was  to  be  compofed  of  princes  of 
the  blood  ;  peers  of  the  realm  ;  great  officers  of  ftate  ;  clergy  ;  marefchals  of  France; 
governors  of  provinces;  knights  of  different  orders;  members  of  council  ;  a  deputation 
of  one  member  from  each  parliament  in  the  kingdom;  and  two  from  the  chambers  of 
accounts  and  aids. 

The  number  of  which  this  court  was  to  confift  was  not  yet  determined  ;  the  king  only 
declaring  that  the  members  fhould  not  be  fo  numerous  as  to  create  delay  or  difo.der,  nor 
fo  confined  as  to  occafion  incompetence,  through  accidental  orunavoidabl  abfences.  The 
times  of  their  meeting,  and  the  length  of  their  fittings,  were  to  be  regulated  by  the 
king's  will,  and  by  the  preffure  of  public  affairs. 

Notwithstanding  the  means  of  fecrecy  adopted  by  the  court,  in  the  conduct  of  this 
important  buiinefs,  it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  thofe  whofe  fufpi- 
cions  were  conftantly  aroufed  by  their  own  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  government. 
The  mere  circumftances  of  filence  and  ina&ivitv,  at  a  period  like  the  prefent,  would 
have  Sufficed  to  create  apprehenfion ;  but  the  unufual  buftle,   precaution,  and  fecrecy 
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which  were  apparent  at  the  royal  prefs  at  Paris,  not  only  rendered  fufpicion  general,  but 
tended  todiffufe  an  univerfal  alarm.  Upwards  of  an  hundred  additional  workmen  were 
employed;  the  place  was  furrounded,  night  and  day,  with  guards;  and  no  perfon 
whatever  was  admitted  without  certain  credentials,  which  it  was  fcarcely  poffibly  to 
counterfeit.  It  was  generally  believed  that  fome  meditated  attack  upon  the  parliament 
was  the  object  of  thefe  extraordinary  meafures;  and  while  rumour  continually  magni- 
fied or  created  imaginary  dangers,  the  apprehenfion,  difmay,  and  terror  fpread  amouf  the 
Parifians  were  inexprefiibly  great. 

The  fecret,  however,  was  difcovered  through  the  diligence  and  activity  of  monfieur 
d'Efpremenil,  an  eminent  and  enlerprifing  magiftrate  ;  who,  at  the  expence,  it  is  faid,  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  fucceeded  in  corrupting  fome  of  the  printers,  and  in  obtaining  a  copy 
of  the  new  code,  as  far  as  it  was  yet  printed  off',  which  was  thrown  to  him  out  of  a 
window,  enveloped  in  a  ball  of  clay  '+. 

In  confequence  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  a  meeting  of  the  parliament  was 
fuddenly  convened  on  the  thin]  of  May  :  and  as  the  fource  whence  their  intelligence 
was  derived  could  not  be  avowed  by  that  body,  they  declared,  as  the  grounds  of  their 
meeting  and  intended  proceedings,  that  they  had  been  apprized  by  public  report,  as  well  as 
by  a  variety  of  concurring  circum/lances,  that  fome  fatal  ftroke  was  in  meditation  ;  and 
they  proceeded  to  ftate,  under  the  following  heads,  the  caufes  which  drew  upon  them  the 
enmity,  and  the  preient  evil  intentions  of  the  minifters : — the  refiftance  which  they  had 
made  to  the  two  ruinous  taxes  on  eflates  and  on  ftamps  ; — their  refufal  to  acknowledge 
their  own  competence  to  the  granting  of  fubfidiesIS,  and  to  admit  the  validity  of  the 
king's  edicts  for  that  purpofe  ; — their  foliciting  a  convocation  of  the  ftates-general ; — 
and  their  laying  claim  to  liberty  for  every  individual  fubject. 

They  then  declared  it  to  be  their  duty,  firmly  to  withftand  all  plans  and  attempts  of 
minifters,  contrary  to  law,  and  to  the  good  of  the  nation  :  they  afferted,  that  the  fyfiem 
of  compliance  with  the  king's  abfolute  will,  as  expreffed  in  his  different  anfwers,  was  a 
proof  of  the  mininxr's  deftructive  project:  of  annulling  the  national  government,  which 
parliament  was  bound  to  maintain,  and  which  it  confidered  as  a  duty  from  which  it 
would  never  depart:  that  France  was  a  kingdom  governed  by  a  king  according  to  the 
laws :  and  that  the  right  of  raifing  fubiidies  was  in  the  nation,  reprefented  by  the  flates.- 
general,  duly  convened. 

*4  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  &c.  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte,  torn.  i.  p.  44.  note. 
J5  The  miniflxy  had  invariably  denied  their  competence;— this, therefore,  was  a  falfe  afiertion,  wholly  unwor- 
thy the  dignity   of  the  parliament. 
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'['hey  fartlti  l  n  aim  lined,  that  the  court  of  parliament,  alone,  had  a  right  to  confirm 
the  king's  orders  in  every  province  ;  and  to  order  them  to  be  enregiuered,  in  cafe  they 
were  conformable  to  the  conftituticn.il  rights  of  the  province,  and  to  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  kingdom  :  that  they  had  likewife  the  privilege  of  not  being  arrefted  by  any 
order  whatever,  without  being  immediately  put  into  the  hands  of  thofe  judges  with  whom 
they  were  connected  by  their  fituation  :  that  they  proteuxd  againft  all  acls  of  force,  at- 
tempted in  violation  of  the  principles  here  enforced  ;  and  unanimoufly  declared,  that  they 
were  bound  by  oath  not  to  deviate  from  thofe  principles:  that  each  member  .was  refoived 
tooppofc  all  innovations,  and  not  to  adminifter  jufiice  in  any  place  but  the  court  itfelf, 
compofed  of  the  fame  perfons,  and  pofteffing  the  fame  privileges:  and  that,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  compelled,  by  force,  to  difperfe  themfelvcs,  and  rendered  unable  to  act  in  their 
proper  capacities,  they  would  return  their  privileges  and  rights  undiminifhed  into  the 
hands  of  the  king,  his  family,  the  peers  of  the  realm,  or  the  ftates-general.  To  guard 
againft  any  fupprefiion  of  their  acts  at  this  fitting,  they  ordered  copies  of  thefe  proceed- 
ings and  refolutions  to  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  all  the  courts  of  the  kingdom. 

In  confequer.ee  of  an  order  from  the  king,  for  arrefting  M.  d'Efpremenil,  and  M.  dc 
Mofambert,  two  magiftrates  who  had  been  peculiarly  active  in  this  bufinefs,  a  meeting  of 
the  parliament  was  convened  the  morning  after  it  was  ifiued.  This  afiembly,  at  which 
twelve  peers  were  prefent,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  meafures  which  had  been 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  arrefting  two  of  their  members,  unanimo'ufly  concurred  in  a 
ftrong  remonftrance,  which  they  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  the  king  by  a  deputation  cf 
their  body.  This  piece  contained  a  repetition  of  their  former  arguments  with  refpedf.  to 
pcrfonal  liberty  in  general,  and  their  own  claims  to  peculiar  privileges  and  exemptions: 
it  then  charged  the  king's  advifers  with  departing  from  all  the  principles  of  monarchy, 
and  availing  themfelves  of  every  refource  which  deipotifin  could  fuggeft  for  fubverting 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom  :  and  it  concluded,  by  reprefenting  the  evils  and 
dangers  which  muft  enfue  from  fuch  proceedings,  and  by  befeech'mg  his  majefty  to  dif- 
mifs  thofe  who  advifed  them  ;  as  the  farther  profecution  of  them  would  involve  the 
public  liberty,  and  the  lawful  authority  of  the  king,  in  fuch  difficulties  as  to  render  it  iin- 
poflible  for  the  magiftrates  to  extricate  them,  or  to  purfue  their  duty. 

But  they  were  now  deflined  to  experience  difficulties  which  they  had  not  yet  had  to 
encounter.  The  king  refufed  to  receive  the  deputation,  and  a  regiment  of  guards,  fud- 
eieniy  furrounding  the  palais,  prohibited  the  departure  of  any  of  the  members.  In  this 
ftate  of  confirmation,  M.  d'Agouft,  who  commanded  the  troops,  entered  the  afiembly, 
and  demanded,  in  the  king's  name,  that  the  two  magiftrates,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  be 
arrefted,  but  who  had  made  their  efcape,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him.  A  profound  li- 
cence enfued  for  fome  time,  and  not  a  member  would  point  out  the  objects  of  profcrip- 
tioni     At  length  the  prefident  arofe,  and  declared — while  the  unanimous  plaudits  of  the 
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court  teftifkd  their  afTent  to  the  declaration — that  every  man  there  was  a  d'Efpremenil 
and  a  Mofambert,  for  that  they  all  entirely  coincided  with  thofe  members  in  their  opi- 
nions. On  receiving  this  anfvver,  M.  d'Agouft  returned  to  the  king  for  frefh  inftruc- 
tions;  and  fo  weak  and  indecifive  was  his  council,  fo  deftitute  of  energy  and  refource 
were  his  minifters,  that  this  trifling  difficulty,  which  might  eafily  have  been  forefeen, 
occafioned  a  paufe  of  full  twenty  hours,  before  a  reply,  or  the  meal u res  to  be  purfued, 
could  be  determined. 

The  parliament,  during  all  this  time,  remained  under  confinement  in  Its  chamber,  and 
furrounded  on  all  fides  byguards.  On  the  return  of  M.  d'Agouft,  all  the  members  were 
furnmonedto  their  refpedtive  places,  and  that  officer  charged  them,  under  the  penalty  of 
being  declared  guilty  of  high-treafon,  to  point  out  M.  d'Efpremenil  and  M.  de  Mo- 
fambert. But  this  authoritative  demand  produced  no  anfwer ;  nor  was  the  filence broken, 
until  the  two  members  in  queftion  rofe  from  their  feats,  and  requefted  the  permiffion  of 
the  court  to  deliver  themfelves  up.  M.  d'Efpremenil  was  accordingly  conducted  to  the 
ftate  prifon  of  Saint  Marguerite,  in  one  of  the  iflands  in  the  Mediterranean,  near  Tou- 
lon ;  and  M.  de  Mofambert  to  the  Pierre  Encife. 

But  the  fpirit  of  the  parliament  was  rather  confirmed  than  broken  by  thefe  violent  and 
injudicious  exertions  of  feverity  ;  and,  being  affured  of  the  fupport  of  a  powerful  politi- 
cal faction,  under  whole  influence  they  acted,  and  ftill  farther  fortified  by  the  general 
Ipirit  and  difpofition  of  the  nation,  they  perfifted  in  their  endeavours,  and  framed  another 
remonftrance,  exceeding  in  boldnefs  all  their  former  reprefentations.  They  expatiated, 
with  great  ftrength  of  argument  and  energy  of  language,  on  the  late  violence  committed 
by  inverting  the  feat  of  fovereign  juftice  with  armed  men  during  the  fitting  of  parlia- 
ment ;  on  the  arbitrary  power  exercifed  in  the  arrelf.  of  the  two  members ;  and  the  refu- 
fal  of  the  king  to  receive  their  deputation. 

They  maintained,  partly  by  argument  and  partly  by  infinuation,  that  a  fixed  fyftem 
had  been  formed  ever  fince  the  year  1771,  for  the  overthrow  of  the  eftablifhed  conftitu- 
tion  or  government,  by  changing  the  monarchy  into  a  defpotifm.  They  told  the  king, 
in  unqualified  terms,  that  the  nation  would  never  adopt  the  defpotic  meaferes  which  he 
had  been  advifed  to  purfue  :  that  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom  muft  not  be 
trampled  on  ;  and  that  his  authority  could  only  be  efteemed  fo  long  as  it  was  tempered 
with  juftice.  They  declared,  for  themfelves,  that  the  interefts  of  the  nation  had  deter- 
mined each  and  every  member  to  take  no  part,  either  as  a  body  or  individuals,  in  any 
fun&ions  which  might  be  the  confequence  of  new  regulations;  nor  would  they  affift  in 
any  meafures  which  were  not  founded  on  the  unanimous  refolutions  of  parliament,  en- 
dued with  all  its  privileges.  "  Such"— faid  they—"  is  the  nature  of  the  French  mo- 
'  narchy,  and  a  departure  from  it  may  produce  the  moft  unhappy  confequences." 
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The  king  again  found  it  neceflary  to  convene  the  Notables  ;  and,  on  the  eighth  of 
M.ty,  lie  appeared  in  perfoo  in  that  aflembly,  where,  in  a  fpeech  of  extraordinary  length, 
ii-  inveighed,  with  great  feverity,  againft  the  conduct;  of  the  parliament.  He  charged 
them  with  perfevering  in  a  continual  deviation  from  their  duty,  in  every  point,  for  a  year 
pail:  that,  not  fatisfied  with  placing  the  opinions  of  individual  members  on  a  level  with 
the  fovercign  authority,  they  had  prefuined  to  afTert,  that  no  edicT:  couid  be  valid  unlefs  re- 
gistered by  them  ;  while  they  declared,  that  they  could  not  be  forced  to  the  performance 
of  that  duty,  even  though  the  nation  fuffered  by  the  refufal :  that  the  provincial  parlia- 
ments had  followed  their  example,  both  in  their  pretenfions  and  acls  :  that  the  confe- 
quences had  been,  that  laws  equally  neceffary  and  deferable  had  not  been  carried  into 
execution  ;  that  the  moil  ufeful  operations  of  government  had  been  interrupted  or  flop- 
ped, and  public  credit  materially  injured  ;  that  jullice  had  been  fufpended,  and  the  nation- 
al tranquillity  fhaken. 

The  king  declared,  that  he  owed  to  his  fubjefts,  to  himfclf,  and  to  his  fucceffors,  the 
fuppreffion  of  thefe  exceiTes :  that  he  might  have  inflicted  punifhment,  but  he  rather 
chole  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  prevent  its  effects  :  that  he  had,  indeed,  been  obliged  to  pu- 
nifh  fome  lew  of  the  magiftrates;  but  a£ts  of  rigour  were  contrary  to  his  nature,  even 
when  they  were  indifpenfable:  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  deitroy  his  parliaments, 
but  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  and  within  the  limits  of  their  original  inflitu- 
tions  ;  to  convert  the  moment  of  a  crifis  into  a  falutary  epoch  for  his  fubjedts ;  to  begin 
a  reform  in  the  judicial  order,  by  that  of  the  tribunals,'  which  conftituted  its  bafe  ;  to 
enforce  adminiflration  of  juftice  in  a  manner  productive  of  lefs  expence  and  greater  ex- 
pedition ;  and  again  to  entruft  the  nation  with  the  exercife  of  its  lawful  rights,  which 
muff,  ever  be  united  with  his  own ;  that  he  would,  moreover,  eftablifh,  in  every  part  of 
his  kingdom,  that  unity  of  defign  and  fyftem,  that  correfpondence  of  the  parts  with  the 
whole,  without  which  a  great  flate  is  only  weakened  by  the  number  and  extent  of  its 
territories:  that  the  order  he  intended  to  eflablifh  was  not  new,  for,  there  was  but  one 
parliament  in  the  kingdom  when  Philip  the  Fair  fixed  his  refidence  at  Paris:  that  a  large 
itate  fhould  have  but  one  king,  one  law,  and  one  power  to  enregifter  its  a&s  :  that  tribu- 
nals, with  a  jurifdidlion  confined  to  prefcribed  limits,  fhould  have  the  future  fuperinten- 
dance  of  the  majority  of  law-fuits  ;  and  the  parliaments  thofe  of  greater  importance  and 
confequence  :  that  there  fhould  be  a  fingle  court  of  judicature,  in  which  the  laws  common 
to  the  whole  kingdom  fhould  be  enregiftered  and  preferved;  and  that,  to  complete  the 
whole  reform,  a  general  affembly  of  the  ftates  fhould  be  convened,  not  only  once,  but 
every  time  the  ftate  of  affairs  fhould  require  it.  "  Such" — fhid  the  king — "  is  the  re- 
"  eftablifhment  which  my  love  for  my  people  has  prepared  ;  and  I  confecrate  this  day  for 
«'  the  commencement  of  their  happinefs,  which  is  my  only  defire." 

The  king  was  followed  by  M.  de  Lamoignon,  the  .keeper  of  the  feals,  in  a  fpeech  pre- 
liminary  to  the  introduction  of  the  new  code,  which  was  fo  voluminous  as  to  fill  a 
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Quarto  volume  of  more  than  four  hundred  page&     The  ordinances,  though  printed,  were 
each  figned  by  the  king,  and  countersigned  by  the  baron  de  Breteuil. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  with  refpe&  to  importance,  though  not  the  firft  in  place,  and  that 
which  excited  fo  much  oppofition  and  alarm,  was  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Cour  Pleniere  ; 
the  fupreme  authority  of  which  was  confidered  by  the  parliaments  as  a  violent  invafion 
of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  as  tending  to  promote  a  total  fubverfion  of  their  power. 
This  inftitution  was  ftiled  in  the  ordinance  a  rc-cjlablljhmcnt ;  and  the  members  were 
to  hold  their  places  for  life,  which  fervcd,  in  a  very  great  degree,  if  not  wholly,  to  free 
their  proceedings  from  the  influence  of  the  crown,  notwithstanding  their  original  ap- 
pointment by  it. 

The  parliament  were  almoft  equally  difgufted  with  another  ordinance  by  which  their 
number  was  to  be  diminifhed  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  hxty-feven.  This  mea- 
fufe  was  founded  on  or  fupported  by  a  precedent,  derived  from  bad  times  and  an  arbitrary 
reign.  This  was  the  celebrated  edi 61  of  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  dated  the  twenty- nrfi  of 
Gdtober,  1467,  which  peremptorily  ordains  that  the  parliament  of  Paris  fliali  be  com- 
pofed  of  a  prefulent,  nine  fub-prefidents,  twelve  councilors  chofen  from  among  the 
clergy,  with  a  prefcribed  number  of  commoners  and  honorary  members,  which  was  not, 
in  the  whole,  by  any  means  to  exceed  the  number  abbve-ftated.  So  that  this  was,  in 
fa£t,  rather  the  revival  of  an  old  law,  than  a  new  regulation  with  refpeel  to  that  body. 

The  firft  ordinance,  in  point  of  place,  provided  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  order  in 
the  adminiftration  of  civil  juftice  in  the  provinces.  Two  new  courts  were  to  be  infli- 
tutcd  in  each  of  the  feveral  diftridts  therein  fpecified  ;vthe  one  to  decide  all  litigations  not 
exceeding  in  value  four  thoufand  livres ;  the  other,  all  fuch  above  that  amount  as  fhould 
not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  livres  ;  referving  to  the  parliaments,  in  their  refpecfive  pro- 
vinces, when  they  fhould  refume  their  functions,  the  right  of  determining  all  fuits  of 
greater  importance. 

The  fecond  went  to  the  abolition  of  the  inferior  courts,  which  in  Fiance  werenume- 
rous,  and  whofe  degrees  of  authority  being  ill-defined,  and  in  different  places  varioufly 
extended  in  the  exercife,  not  only  occafioned  much  perplexity  and  confulion  in  the  courts 
of  juftice,  but  likewife  contributed  to  nourifh  a  fpirit  cf  endlefs  litigation  among  the 
people.  The  functions  of  thefe  petty  courts  were,  with  great  propriety,  transferred  to 
Juperior  tribunals. 

Another  ordinance  was  calculated  to  promote  an  excellent  reform  in  the  courfe  of 
criminal  juftice  ;  and  the  laft  fetiled  the  vacation  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  as  well  as 
of  all  the  others  throughout  the  kingdom.  They  were  to  remain  fufpended  in  all  their 
functions  uutil  the  king's  p^afure  was  farther  known;    and,   during  that  period,  were 
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ftriclly  prohibited,  both  generally  and  individually,  from  afTembling  or  deliberating  upon 
any  affair,  public  or  private  j  the  king  declaring,  that  he  would,  in  the  mean  time,  purfue 
the  piopfcr  meafures  for  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  new  ordinances. 

The  ordinances  being  read  and  rcgiftercd,  the  king  concluded  the  bufincfs  by  a  fliort 
fpeech,  in  which,  after  obferving  that  they  had  jufi:  heard  his  will,  and  that  the  more  mo- 
derate it  was  the  more  firiclly  would  he  have  it  fulfilled  and  enforced;  he  ftated,  that  all 
his  regulations  and  intentions  were  directed  in  every  thing  to  the  good  and  happinefs  of 
his  fubjects:  that  he  depended  upon  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  thofe  who  were  immediate- 
ly called  to  compole  his  Cour  Pleniac;  and  that  he  had  no  douU  but  others  of  the  ma- 
gi flracy  would,  by  their  good  conduct,  merit  his  favour,  and  be,  ace  ,  fuccefiively 
called  to  that  fupreme  aflembly. 

An  univerfal  filence  had  prevailed  during  thefe  proceedings;  but  the  next  day,  the 
grand  affembly  of  parliament  met,  at  an  early  hour,  and  entered  a  proteft,  in  which  they 
rcprefented  to  the  king,  that  he  mult  not  confider  their  filence,  on  the  preceding  day,  in 
his  prcicrtce,  as  any  proof  of  their  approbation  of  his  edicts; — that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  totally  difclaimed  the  idea  of  having  taken  any  part  in  the  tranfactious  of  that  af- 
lembly, or  of  giving  their  fanction  to  them  ; — that  they  farther  declined  the  acceptance 
of  any  feat  in  that  new  court  which  his  majefty  wifhed  to  eftablifh,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  La  Cour  Plcnierc  ; — and  that  they  could  not  accept  of  it,  from  its  being  con- 
trary to  their  duty,  their  oath,  and  their  fidelity  to  his  majefty. 

This  proteft  was  feconded  by  a  letter  figned  by  feveral  of  the  peers,  and  addrefTed  to  the 
king  ;  in  which  they  declared,  that  they  were  penetrated  with  thedeepefit  forrow  at  the  at- 
tempt now  made  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  government  fo  long  eltab- 
li fried  in  the  kingdom  :  that  they  fhould  at  all  times  confider  it  their  duty  to  give  to  all 
fubjects  examples  of  refpedt  and  fubmiflion  ;  but  that  their  confeiences,  and  the  fidelity 
which  they  owed  to  his  majefty,  would  not  fufFer  them  to  take  any  part  in  the  functions 
which  the  new  edicts  impofed  on  the  peerage  :  that  they,  therefore,  took  the  liberty  of 
laying  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  this  declaration,  dictated  by  the  pureft  fentiments  of 
honour,  and  of  zeal  for  the  true  interefts  of  his  majefty,  which  muft  ever  be  infeparable 
from  thofe  of  the  nation. 

In  reply  to  thefe  remonftrances,  the  king  obferved,  that  the  fole  objects  of  the  new 
plan  were  the  general  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  welfare  of  the  people;  he 
declared  his  reliance  on  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  parliament  for  the  good  of  his  fer- 
vice;  and  allured  that  body  that  he  fhould  call  them  together  before  the  ufual  time  of 
their  fitting,  if  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  fhould  fo  re- 
quire. But  this  declaration,  far  from  inducing  the  parliament  to  acquiefce  in  the  new 
regulations,  led  them  to  frame  another  memorial,  in  which  they  peremptorily  perfifted  in 
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all  their  part  resolutions,  and  farther  protefted,  that  they  would  not  aflift  at  any  delibera- 
tion in  the  fupreme  affembly  which  his  majefty  was  about  to  inftitute.  They  then  re- 
folved,  that  as  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  deliver  that  proteft  to  the  perfon  whofe  for- 
mer province  it  was  to  receive  it ;  and  fearing  that  it  would  not  be  prefented,  one  of  their 
members  fhould  carry  it  to  a  notary,  in  order  that  it  might  be  formally  depofited  j  and 
that  the  notary  fhould  have  orders  to  print  off  as  many  copies  of  it  as  might  be  neceffary 
to  make  it  publickly  and  authentically  known. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  this  anxiety  to  publifh  a  paper  of  this  defcription,  under  the 
inflamed  and  very  dangerous  appearances  which  prevailed,  at  this  period,  throughout  the 
nation,  was  not  confiftent  either  with  the  wifdom  or  patriotifm  of  the  parliament,  and 
feemed  rather  to  indicate  the  violence  of  a  party,  determined  to  carry  their  point  at  all 
events,  and  without  regard  to  confequences,  than  the  refult  of  thofe  cool  and  cautious 
deliberations  which,  looking  equally  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  the  people,  regarded 
the  prefervation  of  the  public  tranquillity  as  their  firft  object,  and  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant of  their  duties. 

But  while  the  parliament  were  thus  engaged  at  Verfailles,  their  head-quarters  were 
carried  by  a  coup  dc  main  at  Paris„:  for  the  governor  of  that  city,  attended  by  an  armed 
force,  proceeded  to  the  Palais,  where,  entering  the  different  chambers,  and  opening  the 
preffes  and  bureaus,  he  took  poffeflion  of  all  the  papers  and  archives  of  every  kind  apper- 
taining to  the  parliament;  and  this  bufinefs  being  finifhed,  he  locked  the  doors,  put  the 
royal  feal  upon  them,  and  carried  away  the  keys.  All  the  other  parliaments  in  the 
kingdom  were,  about  the  fame  time,  fufpended  from  their  functions,  and  forbidden,  under 
the  fevereft  penalties,  from  re-affembling,  from  holding  any  private  meetings,  or  from  if- 
fuing  any  refolutions  or  opinions  whatever  upon  public  affairs. 

The  Chatelet,  a  court  next  in  reputation  and  confequence  to  the  parliament,  far  from 
being  difmayed  at  thefe  proceedings,  iffued,  after  a  fitting  of  thirty-fix  hours,  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  May,  an  arret,  in  which,  after  declaring  how  deeply  they  were  affected  bv 
the  various  acts  of  authority  exercifed  again  ft  the  different  feats  of  magiftracy  through- 
out the  kingdom,  they  particularized  the  following  fubjedts  of  complaint: the  feat  of 

juftice  inverted  by  armed  troops  ;  the  liberty  of  fuffrages  wantonly  violated,  by  arreft- 
ing  and  confining  magiftrates,  who  could  not  be  perfonally  anfwerable  for  deliberations 
which  were  diftindt  and  peculiarly  appropriate  to  themfelves  ;  that  magiftracy  was  thus 
debafed,  and  all  order  overthrown,  under  a  monarch  who  had  declared  "  That  he  never 
«'  would  reign  but  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  laws  ;"  and  that  as  the  edicts  and  de- 
clarations reported  by  his  majefty's  attornies,  had  not  been  deliberated  upon  by  parliament, 
who  had  a  certain  and  undifputed  right,  acknowledged  by  the  monarch  himfelf,  to  ad- 
drefs  their  remonftrances  to  him  (a  right  which  they  could  not  poflibly  exercife  at  pre- 
fent,  on  account  of  the  forced  fufpenfion  of  their  functions)  that  court  unanimoufly  de- 
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clarcd,  that  they  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  proceed  to  the  reading,  publifhing,   or 
regiftcring  the  laid  cdi&s,  declarations,  and  orders. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  adukc,  three  other  peers,  andtwoarchbifhops,  prefented  them- 
felves  in  perfon  to  the  king  at  Verfailles,  and  delivered  into  his  own  hands  a  paper  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  nature  that  neither  the  names  of  the  prefenters  nor  fubferibers  were  ever 
given.  It  was  entitled,  the  humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  of  the  fubferibers,  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  the  publick  ;  and  was  figned  by  forty-feven  peers  and  bifhops  '■'■for  them- 
"  [elves  and  the  nation."" 

They  declared  the  grief  with  which  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  approach  his 
majefty  in  the  line  of  their  duty  ;  but  it  was  a  duty,  they  faid,  which  they  could  not 
refift,  confidering  the  prefent  very  alarming  ftate  of  public  affairs,  the  difcontents  which 
prevailed  among  people  of  all  ranks,  the  tumults  that  had  already  occurred,  the  accounts 
which  were  daily  arriving  of  frefh  infurrecTions  of  the  moft  alarming  kind,  and,  ftill 
more  than  any,  the  caufes  to  which  all  thefe  evils  were  openly  and  generally  afcribed. 

They  farther  declared,  upon  the  fame  grounds  of  fhewing  their  motives  and  duty, 
that,  as  princes  pledged  in  the  name  of  the  whole  nobility  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
laws,  as  peers  born  for  the  fecurity  of  the  throne,  and  as  citizens  bound  for  the  public 
welfare,  they  could  not,  confiftently  with  their  loyalty  to  his  majefty,  their  duty  to  the 
themfelves^  to  the  nation,  and  to  pofterity,  let  the  prefent  period  pafs  unnoticed;  that, 
whatever  was  their  forrow  for  the  occafion,  duty  preffed  them  forwards,  juftice  required, 
and  zeal  for  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  land  impelled  them  to  remonftrate  at  his 
throne. 

That,  from  thefe  motives  and  caufes,  they  were  bound  to  proteft  againft  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  national  parliament ;  againft  all  the  late  edicts,  as  well  thofe  relative  to  the 
Ccur  Plenhre,  as  others,  and,  in  general,  againft  every  act  which  militated  againft  thofe 
tftablifhed  laws  whofe  foundations  had  been  laid  on  wifdom,  moderation,  and  juftice. 

That,  with  the  pureft  loyalty,  they  laid  their  fentiments  before  the  king,  hoping  that 
God  might  incline  their  fovereign  to  re-confider  thofe  meafures,  and  to  permit,  in  future, 
things  to  go  on  in  that  channel  to  which  for  ages  they  had  been  aecuftomed;  and  thereby 
prevent  an  alteration  which  could  not  but  entail  the  moft  ruinous  confequences  (confe- 
quences  too  eafily  to  be  forefeen)  both  on  the  fovereign  and  on  the  people. 

This  remonftance,  independently  of  its  language  or  fpirit,  afforded  a  moft  alarming 
and  forrowful  demonftration  to  the  king,  how  totally  he  had  loft  all  weight  and  influence 
with  the  two  great  bodies  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  at  a  period  when  he  was  already  fo 
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deeply  involved  in  a  conteft  with  the  parliament?,  and  confequently  with  the  people  at 
large,  who,  without  confidering  the  motives  by  which  they  were  actuated,  or  die  confe- 
quences  to  which  their  projeds,  if  fuccefsful,  mud  lead,  invariably  adhered  to  them,  and, 
regarded  whatever  caufe  they  were  engaged  in  is  common  to  both.  Indeed,  the  Situa- 
tion of  the  king  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  and  diftreffing  ;  the  very  fchemes  which  he- 
propofed  for  the  relief  of  his  people  were  rendered  unpopular  by  the  arts  of  the  parliament, 
whofe  authority  they  tended  to  curb  and  diminifh  ;  and  that  parliament  which  urged 
him  to  fuffer  things  to  remain  as  they  were,  deprived  him  of  the  only  refource  he  had 
for  carrying  on  the  neceffary  operations  of  government ! 

It  will  eafily  be  conceived,  that  the  parliament  would  not  have  ventured  to  perfift  in 
an  oppofition  fo  fyftematic  to  the  meafures  of  the  court,  and  that  many  of  the  transac- 
tions we  have  recorded,  would  not  have  taken  place,  unlefs  the  temper  of  the  times  had 
been  peculiarly  favourable  to  fuch  proceedings,  and,  confequently,  unlefs  a  moft  mate- 
rial change  had  occurred  in  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  and  in  the  complexion  of  public 
affairs.  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  define,  with  precifion,  the  caufes,  complex  and  manifold 
as  they  certainly  are,  of  a  change  thus  important ;  but  fome  of  the  leading  circumftances 
by  which  it  was  effected  may  with  facility  be  traced. 

The  ftridt  intercourfe  which,  for  twenty  years  previous  to  the  prefent  period,  had  fub- 
fifted  between  the  Englifh  and  French,  and  the  extreme  partiality  evinced  by  the  latter  for 
the  language  and  literary  works  of  the  former,  had  given  rife  to  a  fpirit  of  imitation 
which  difpofed  them  to  copv  us  in  all  things, but  principally  in  that  in  which  we  are  moft 
diftinguifhed,  the  form  of  our  government.  Hence  fubjects  were  publickly  and  eagerly 
difcuiled  in  France,  which  before  were  either  deemed  too  dangerous  to  be  touched  upon, 
or  which  it  was  fuppofed  a  people,  more  remarkable  for  levity  than  reflection,  a  people 
fo  long  and  fo  often  charged  with  being  too  frivolous  for  deep-thinking,  and  too  vain  to 
profit  by  the  thoughts  of  others,  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  confider.  The  principles 
upon  which  governments  were  originally  founded,  the  ultimate  objects  of  their  institu- 
tion, with  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  the  governors  and  of  the  governed,  became 
fubjedts  of  general  converfation  among  common  men.  But  above  all,  the  perfonal  fe- 
curity  afforded  by  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  the  right  poffefTed  by  every  fubjedt  of  a 
public  appeal  to  the  laws,  in  all  cafes  of  grievance  or  oppreffion  by  power,  were  objedts 
of  general  admiration  and  envy. 

But  this  difpofition  might  have  been  eafily  fuppreffed  in  its  infancy,  though  nourifhed 
by  the  literary  productions  of  political  theorifts,  if  the  American  war  had  not  effectual- 
ly provided  for  its  growth.  The  minds  of  men  become  attached  to  thofe  principles 
which  the  caufes  they  are  embarked  in  require  them  to  fupport ;  hence  the  French  na- 
tion, reforting  more  to  provifion  and  principle,  by  which  the  abufes  of  power  are  cor- 
rected, than  thofe  by    which  its  energy  is  maintained,  naturally  imbibed  a  love  of  free- 
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<lom,  nearly  incompatible  with  royalty.  The  fpirit  of  difcuflion  on  political  topics, 
t!i"  moft  dangerous  that  could  poflihly  he  tolented  in  an  arbitrary  (rate,  being,  by  this 
means,  conlirmed,  they  proceeded  to  a  comparative  view  of  their  own  fituation  with  that 
of  other  kingdoms,  in  which  due  rcflricTions  are  impofed  on  the  fovereign  authority, 
and  the  people  pc-ficls  that  weight  in  the  national  fcale  which  nature  and  reafon  aflign 
them.  The  partial  and  oppreflivc  diftribution  of  juftice,  as  being  the  moft  fenfibly  felt, 
became  the  firft  object  of  complaint.  The  law-writings  of  Elie  du  Beaumont  and  the 
prefident  du  Poty,  and  the  inimitable  pleadings  of  Target,  breathed  a  fpirit  of  freedom 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  any  age  or  country,  but  which,  in  the  preceding 
reign,  would  have  proved  the  certain  means  of  immuring  thofe  champions  of  rational 
liberty  in  the  horrid  dungeons  of  the  Baftile.  Lcttres  de  Cachet,  thofe  dreadful  engines 
defpotifm,  were  next  attacked,  and,  inveftigating  the  dangers  with  which  they  were  preg- 
nant, the  principles  of  arbitrary  power  were,  of  courfe,  expofed, — and,  of  courfe,  holden 
up  to  univevfal  deteftation.  It  was  owing,  however,  to  a  fecondary  caufe,  that  the  Ame- 
rican war  became  inftrumental  to  the  revolution  in  the  affairs  of  France.  It  involved 
the  crown,  as  we  have  already  feen,  in  fuch  difficulties  and  diftrefs,  as  compelled  it,  at 
length,  of  necefiity,  to  throw  itfelf  for  fupport  upon  the  people  ;  thereby  affording  them 
fuch  an  opportunity  for  fpeaking,  thinking  and  acting  freely,  as — excepting  the  licen- 
tipufriefs  of  the  civil  wars— three  centuries  had  not  before  fhewn  to  France. 

When  the  people  had  once  been  perfuaded  to  throw  off  thofe  reftraints  under  which 
they  had  laboured  fo  long,  they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  direct  that  liberty  to  which  they 
had  been  fo  little  accuftomed  ;  hence  it  became  a  matter  of  facility  to  factious  and  defign- 
ing  men  to  render  them  favourable  to  the  promotion  of  their  own  views;  and,  by  encou- 
raging a  reftlefs  fpirit  of  innovation,  which  fuch  liberty  fo  influenced  was  well  calculated 
to  produce,  to  make  them  throw  afide  all  appearance  of  moderation,  and  deter  them  from 
purfuing  the  dictates  of  reafon.  This  dangerous  difpofition,  fo  perfectly  hoftile  to  all 
ufeful  and  beneficial  improvements,  had  been  encouraged  by  the  injudicious  conduct  of 
the  parliament ;  and  nothing  could  be  more  alarming  than  the  temper  which  now  be- 
came prevalent  among  all  orders  and  claffes  of  the  people,  and  the  afpect  which  almoft 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  exhibited.  Paris  prefented  every  morning  the  new  fpectacle,  of 
feditious,  inflammatory,  or  treafonable  written,  or  printed  papers,  pofted  upon  the  gates 
and  corners  of  the  ftreets.  An  incendiary  libel  of  the  moft  atrocious  nature  and  dan- 
gerous tendency  was  detected  at  a  private  printing-houfe,  where  the  prefs  was  deftroyed, 
and  the  printed  copies,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  hundreds,  feized  ;  but  a  number  of 
others  had  been  previoufly  diftributed,  and  feveral  were  moft  confpicuoully  put  upon  the 
city-gates  and  other  public  places:  in  this  treafonable  publication,  which  fully  betrayed 
a  defign  that,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  was  openly  attempted  to  be  tarried  into  execution, 
the  king  was  branded  with  the  odious  appellation  of  tyrant,  and  charged  with  having 
trampled  upon  the  deareft  rights  of  the  people,  whofe  father  it  was-  his  duty  to  prove  him- 
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felf,  but  whofe  bittereft  enemy  and  moft  implacable  oppreffor  he  was  actually  become.  In 
a  fimilar  drain  of  feditious  invective,  the  people  were  reproached  with  want  of  fpiiit,  for 
not  having  already  inflicted  an  exemplary  punifhment  on  their  opprefTors  ;  and  every 
other  inftigation  to  outrage  and  ftimulus  to  rebellion  were  clofed  by  that  emphatic  fcrip- 
ture  phrafe  which  had  been  ufed  fo  many  ages  before  in  fimilar  combuftions,  of  "  To 
«'  your  tents,  0  lftael /" 

The  fame  fpirit  of  violence  prevailed  in  the  provinces.  Brittany  had  been  for  fome 
time  involved  in  anarchy  and  diforder.  Some  local difputes  between  the  nobles  andpea- 
fants  had  induced  both  fides  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  in  different  places,  in  fupport  of 
their  real  or  pretended  rights;  and  as  they  could  not  accommodate  their  own  differences, 
they  feemed  difpofed  to  let  a  fruitlefs  talk  lie  dormant  for  a  time,  until  they  had  im- 
proved their  faculties,  by  a  careful  inveftigation  of  public  grievances.  The  alarming 
fiate  of  public  affairs,  however,  fpeedily  interrupted  this  tranfient  calm ;  the  flame  of 
commotion  again  burft  forth,  and  raged  with  fuch  aftonifhing  violence,  that  the  bifhop  of 
Rennes  found  it  neceffary  to  depart,  in  perfen,  for  Paris,  and  to  ufe  fuch  expedition  as  to 
travel  two  hundred  miles  in  thirty-fix  hours,  in  order  to  lay  before  the  king  a  clear 
ftatement  of  the  dangerous  fituation  of  things  in  that  province. 

Nor  did  the  fouthern  diftridts  of  the  kingdom  prefent  a  more  favourable  afpect.  The 
parliaments  of  Touloufeand  Grenoble  were  both  in  exile,  and  fome  of  the  moll  refrac- 
tory members  had  been  committed  to  ftate-prifons.  This  procedure  irritated  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  provincial  capitals  fo  highly,  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  greateft  ex- 
ceffes,  and  the  moft  violent  acts  of  outrage,  in  all  which  they  were  fupported  by  their 
country  neighbours,  while  they  were  encouraged,  or  confirmed,  in  their  conduct:,  bv  the, 
people  at  large.  The  parliament  of  Touloufe  having,  previous  to  their  difperfion,  paffird 
the  ftrongeft  refolutions  againft  the  admiffion  of  the  new  ordinances,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  new  court,  the  people  determined,  in  their  abfence,  effectually  to  fupport 
their  defign.  This  betrayed  them  into  fuch  exceffes,  that  the  count  de  Perigord,  go- 
vernor of  Languedoc,  and  hitherto  one  of  the  belt-beloved  noblemen  In  France,  was, 
notwithftanding  his  popularity,  and  great  natural  influence  in  the  country,  obliged, 
with  precipitation,  to  fly  from  that  city.  Two  regiments,  which  were  quartered  there 
under  his  command,  he  was  likewife  obliged  to  withdraw,  whilft  the  inhabitants  not 
only  took  poffeflion  of  the  gates,  but  made  every  preparation  to  refift  any  hoftile  attack. 

This  was  the  firft  inftance  in  which  the  attachment  of  the  army  to  the  crown  had 
ever  been  called  in  queftion  ;  but  it  was  now  ftrongly  afferted,  notwithftanding  the  great- 
eft  endeavours  to  ftifle  fuch  a  report,  that  the  governor-general  of  Languedoc  actually 
put  the  fidelity  of  the  troops  to  the  teft,  and  that  the  two  regiments  peremptorily  refufed 
to  fire  upon  the  infurgents.     From  this,  and  fome  other  correfponding   circumftanees, 
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which  occurred  about  the  fame  time,  it  came  to  be  generally  whifpered,  that,  in  cafe  mat- 
ters fhould  be  carried  to  extremity,  and  the  adoption  of  defperate  meafures  fhould  be- 
come unavoidable,  the  army  would  not  fupport  the  court  in  oppofition  to  the  people : 
the  report,  however,  feems  rather  to  have  originated  with  thofe  who  were  materially  in- 
terefted  in  procuring  a  general  belief  of  its  truth,  than  in  any  real  difpofition  of  the 
troops,  who  had,  in  their  individual  capacities,  invariably  difplayed  as  ftrong  an  inclina- 
tion to  exertions  of  defpotic  power,  as  any  of  their  fuperiors  of  whatever  description. 
Still  the  report  anfwered,  in  a  great  degree,  the  purpofe  it  was  intended  to  promote,  by 
infpiring  the  malccontents  with  confidence  and  fpirit. 

The  parliament  of  Brittany,  which,  as  well  as  the  province  at  large,  had  long  been  in  a 
ftate  of  great  and  continual  variance  with  the  court,  aiTembled,  in  defiance  of  the  king's 
poiitive  orders,  at  Rennes,  their  capital,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  and,  after  fitting  four- 
teen hours  without  interruption,  patted,  among  other  violent  refolutions,  one  in  which 
they  declared  all  perfons,  who  fhould,  in  any  degree,  attempt  to  carry  the  new  ordi- 
nances into  execution  to  be  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  to  be  profcribed  and  punifhed  as 
fuch.  They  were  afterwards  furrounded,  and  their  proceedings  interrupted  by  a  ftrong 
detachment  of  the  troops  in  garrifon;  but  the  inhabitants  flying  in  crouds  to  the  refcue 
of  the  parliament,  and  being  joined  by  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people  from  the  adjacent 
country,  the  troops  found  themfelves  compelled,  after  a  violent  tumult  and  fome  mif- 
chief  had  taken  place,  to  give  way  to  the  immenfe  multitude  of  their  antagonifts,  and 
relinquifh  their  defign  ;  while  no  perfon  would  venture  to  ferve  the  Lettrcs  de  Cachet, 
which  had  been  fent  for  the  exile  or  imprifonment  of  the  members.  On  this  occafion 
the  troops  moil:  certainly  betrayed  not  the  fmalleft  reluctance  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  a  circumftance  which  tends  to  corroborate  the  opinion  before  advanced. 

A  great  provincial  afTcmbly  was,  foon  after,  convened,  for  the  purpofe  of  determining 
upon  the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  oppofing  the  execution  of  the  new  ordinances.  At 
this  ailembly,  a  grand  deputation,  compofed  of  feveral  perfons  of  eminence,  was  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  to  Verfailles,  and  to  remonftrate  ftrongly  with  the  king,  in  the  name 
of  the  province,  againft  the  Cour  Pleniere  in  particular,  as  being  deemed  the  greateft  in- 
novation, and  the  moft  dangerous  to  the  parliaments,  and  in  general  againft  all  the  other 
new  tribunals  and  ordinances.  The  confidence  and  ardour  with  which  the  deputation 
undertook  their  commiifion,  was  fuddenly  checked  upon  their  arrival  at  Verfailles,  for 
they  were  not  only  rtfufed  an  audience,  but  committed  clofe  prifoners  to  the  Baftille. 

During  this  feafon  of  fruitlefs  hope,  continual  difappointment,  conftant  turmoil,  vexa- 
tion, and  alarm,  the  agitation  of  the  king's  mind  was  frequently  fo  great  and  apparent, 
as  to  excite  the  companion  of  all  who  had  an  opportunity  of  being  near  his  perfon  ; 
who  were  deeply  imprefled,  from  the  obfervations  they  made,  that  there  were  few  men 
iu  hisextenfive  dominions,  to  whofe  breafts  happinefs  was  a  greater  ftranger  than  to  his. 

It 
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It  was,  at  this  period,  when  all  the  arts  of  mifreprefentation  were  employed  to  heighten 
refentment  and  aggravate  reproach, — when  the  keen  eye  of  obfervation  exerted  its  ut- 
moft  vigilance,  and  the  keener  fpirit  of  animadverfion  had  thrown  off  all  reflraint — 
univerfally  acknowledged  on  all  fides  and  by  all  parties,  (for  the  furreptitious  efforts  of 
anonymous  traitors  to  render  their  dark  machinations  faccefsful  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to 
form  an  exception)  that  no  man's  intentions  could  be  more  pure,  and  that  not  any  prince 
could  more  fervently  wifh  or  more  fully  intend  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjects  I4  ;  fo  that 
the  epithet  of  Well- beloved  muft  be  confidered  as  a  tribute  flowing  involuntarily  from  the 
hearts  of  the  people  ;  and  foreigners  as  well  as  natives  entertained  but  one  opinion  as  to 
the  juftnefs  of  the  application.  For  the  king's  wifh  to  promote  the  eafe,  content,  and 
happinefs  of  the  people,  was  not  a  paflive  or  inert  difpofition,  indulged  only  in  {pecula- 
tion;  it  was  embodied  and  brought  fully  into  action  ;  he  had  done  more  in  a  few  years 
fox  the  welfare  and  gratification  of  his  fubjects,  than  had  been  done,  by  all  his  predecef- 
fors  put  together,  from  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy. 

Unfortunately  the  ftate  was  too  deeply  involved  in  debt  and  embaraffment  to  be  extri- 
cated or  relieved  by  any  thing  within  the  immediate  powers  of  the  crown  :  the  fame  be- 
nevolent difpofition  which  made  him  ready,  upon  every  occafion,  to  relinquifh  his  per- 
fonal  interefls,  rendered  him  averfe  from  the  execution  of  fuch  vigorous  and  decifive 
meafures  as  the  exigencies  of  his  affairs  abfolutely  required.  In  confcquence,  too,  of  the 
late  reforms,  dictated  by  the  fame  love  for  his  people,  the  monarchy  had  been  difmantled 
of  what  conftituted  an  effential  part  of  its  ftrength  and  fecurity. 

The  king  had  deprived  himfelf  of  the  power  either  to  beftow  bounty  or  to  reward 
merit.  Four  hundred  perfons  had  already  loft  their  offices  in  the  royal  houfhold,  and 
were  turned  adrift  upon  the  world  without  means  or  refource ;  a  much  greater  number 
were  affected  in  the  fame  manner  by  the  reductions  in  the  military  departments.  This 
change  of  condition  naturally  produced  a  correfpondent  change  of  fentiments  in  the  fuf- 
ferers,  who,  if  they  did  not  think  themfelves  actually  injured,  felt  themfelves  at  leaft 
mined,  and  received  little  comfort  in  reflecting  upon  the  caufe  or  ncceffity  of  the  mea- 
fure :  while  a  great  number  who  were  not  yet  lofers,  but  who  faw  all  the  pleafing  prc-i- 
pects  in  life  with  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  flatter  themfelves  at  once  cut  off 
by  the  retrenchments  and  reforms,  executed  or  projected,  deemed  themfelves  no  lefs  un- 
fortunate than  the  former:  they  all  naturally  directed  their  views  to  other  profpects  and 
toother  refources,  and  thus  the  king  loft,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  fupport  of  a  brave  and 
powerful  body  of  men,  who  had  hitherto  been  the  ftrenuous  defenders  of  the  monarchy. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  of  relieving  the  people,  the  crown  was  farther  weakened  by 
the  reduction  of  the  Gens  d'Armes,  and  other  corps  of  houfnold  troops,  who,  befides 
their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  royal  perfon  and  family,   had,  by  their  extraordinary 

'4 This  is  a  fafl  either  tacitly  acknowledged,  or  exprefsly  admitted,  by  mod  of  the  pfular  writers ;  Rabaud  dc  St. 
Etienne admits  it  in  exprels  terms  ;  and  the  authors  of  the  "  Revolution  tie  1789,"  who  ft)  le  themfelves  "  Two  Friends 
Ifo  Liberty,"  tend,  by  their  observations,  in  various  inftances,  on  the  conduct  of  the  kins,  to  eftabiifh  the  fame  point. 

courage, 
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courage,  powerfully  contributed  to  raife  the  military  renown  and  glory  of  France,  to 
that'  high  pitch  at  which  they  had  arrived  under  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  and  his 
fucceffor. 

The  inftitution  of  provincial  afTemblies  afforded  a  notable  inftance  of  the  king's  wifhes 
to  render  government  as  eafy  as  poffible  to  the  people,  and  even  to  admit  them  to  fome- 
thing  approaching  to  a  republican  fhare  in  the  internal  adminiftration  of  their  affairs. 
Thete  affemblics  were  to  be  compofed  of  a  prefcribed  number  of  each  of  the  three  ef- 
tates,  the  nobles,  clergy,  and  commons,  the  members  being  freely  elected  by  their  re- 
fpeclive  orders,  fo  that  each  affembly  feemed  in  itfelf  a  circurnfcribed  meeting  of  the 
States-general,  who  were,  however,  paramount  over  all.  They  were  to  communicate  to 
the  crown  information  and  advice  on  all  matters  relative  to  the  province,  including  the 
fentiments  and  particular  grievances  of  the  people,  and  had  authority  in  many  cafes  to 
ledrefs  the  latter.  One  of  their  principal  objects  was  to  attend  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  and  to  remedy  all  abufes  in  that  department  ;  and,  though  they  were  not  en- 
dued with  powers  to  iaipofe  taxes,  they  were  to  point  out  thofe  that  were  oppreflive  or, 
vexatious,  and  to  recommend  others  upon  a  better  principle.  They  alfo  poffeffed  many 
other  powers  highly  beneficial  to  the  people,  but  fufficient  time  was  not  allowed  to  expe- 
rience the  advantages  which  the  efiablifhment  of  the  provincial  affemblies  was  capable 
of  producing.  This  meafure,  however,  if  not  allowed  to  be  a  great  advance  towards  a 
new  conftitution,  was,  at  leaft,  a  wonderful  improvement  of  the  old. 

The  affembly  of  the  Notables,  whatever  were  its  defects,  had  done  great  things  to- 
wards meliorating  the  government,  and  bettering  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders  of 
the  people.  In  the  performance  of  thefe  beneficial  acts  they  were  much  indebted,  not 
only  to  the  prompt  operations  of  the  court  and  minifters,  but  to  their  inceffant  indica- 
tion of  abufes,  and  propofal  of  reforms ;  fo  that  it  would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  determine 
on  which  fide  many  of  the  meafures  of  improvement  originated. 

The  abolition  of  the  Corvee,  in  kind,  which  had  for  ages  been  a  fource  of  conftant  op- 
preffion  to  the  country  people,  through  the  partial  and  unjuftifiable  manner  in  which  the 
compulfion  to  labour  upon  the  roads  had  been  frequently  exercifed,  was  an  act  fcarcely  of 
greater  utility  than  of  mercy  with  refpect  to  that  mod  ufeful  clafs  of  mankind.  The 
commutation  of  money  for  perfonal  fervice,  at  the  option  of  the  farmer,  and  his  confe- 
quent  liberation  from  the  tyranny  of  petty  officers,  together  with  other  regulations  af- 
fording fecurity  againff.  oppreffion  in  any  fhape  or  cafe,  rendered  the  duty  fo  comparative- 
ly light,  that  it  feemed  fcarcely  to  be  any  longer  confidered  as  a  burthen.  • 

Another  meafure  of  great  public  utility,  was  the  removal  of  the  barriers  between  the 
different  provinces,  and  the  abolition  of  all  internal  taxes,  duties,  and  reftrictions  upon 
the  tranfit"  of  commodities  from  one  to  another,  which  had  ever  been  fo  pernicious  a 
check  upon  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country.     The  decree  for  laying  open  and 

free 
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free  the  commerce  of  grain  throughout  the  kingdom  may,  perhaps,  be  confidered  of  ftill 
greater  importance. 

To  thofe  benefits,  actually  conferred,  may  be  fairly  added  that  greateft  of  all,  which 
was  yet  only  in  contemplation,  it  being,  at  prefent,  impoffible  to  carry  it  into  execution  : 
this  was  no  lefs  than  the  total  abolition  of  the  Gabelles  throughout  France,  which  had 
always  been  the  opprobrium  of  the  French  government,  and  the  mofl  odious  and  intole- 
rable of  all  fchemes  »f  taxation  to  the  people.  This  fublime  idea,  as  it  was  defervedly 
termed  in  the  afTembly,  was  communicated  to  the  Notables  on  the  day  of  their  difTolu- 
tion,  by  Monfieur,  the  king's  brother,  who  declared,  that  it  was  his  majefiy's  wifh  and 
moft  earneft  intention  ;  and  that  he  fhould  ever  confider  the  moment  of  its  accompli fh- 
ment  as  the  happieft  of  his  life.  This  declaration  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  ex- 
traordinary adulation  which  marked  the  fpeeches  of  that  day,  when  the  mayor  of  Paris 
made  ufe  of  the  following  hyperbolical  expreffions — "  That  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  would 
*'  have  been  the  exemplar  and  model  upon  which  Henry  the  Great  would  have  formed 
f*  himfelf,  if  the  partial  deftmy  of  the  prefent  generation  of  Frenchmen  had  not  re- 
"  ferved  him  to  complete  their  happinefs."  It  might,  however,  with  truth  and  juftice, 
have  been  affirmed,  that  few  long  reigns,  in  any  country,  even  among  thofe  confidered 
as  the  beft  and  moft  glorious,  had,  through  their  whole  courfe,  been  adorned  with  fo 
many  patriotic  and  beneficent  ads,  as  had,  within  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  been  communi- 
cated to  the  public  in  the  prefent. 

To  render  the  great  improvements  which,  in  conformity  with  the  advice  of  the  Not- 
ables, had  been  made  in  the  management  and  collection  of  the  public  revenue  thorough- 
ly effective,  a  new,  efficient,  and  refponfible  council  of  finance,  compofed  of  feveral  of 
the  great  officers  of  ftate,  was  inftituted,  immediately  after  the  diflolution  of  that  body  ; 
a  meafure  which  they  had,  indeed,  recommended,  but  was  not  at  the  time  abfolutely 
agreed  to.  This  council  was  bound  to  furnifh  annually  a  clear  flatement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year  ;  fo  that  the  balance,  which  had  long  been,  and 
muft  ftill  continue  to  be  the  deficiency  of  the  former,  might  be  feen  at  a  fingle  view,  and 
all  the  particulars  on  both  fides  of  the  account  were  open  to  public  infpection  and  ex- 
amination. No  meafure  could  have  afforded  greater  fatisfaction,  or  have  been  more 
generally  popular,  than  the  inftitution  of  this  council,  if  time  had  been  allowed  for  its 
effect  to  operate.  For  the  whole  bufinefs  of  finance  being  before  lodged — with  fcarcely 
any  check  upon  him — in  the  hands  of  a  comptroller- general,  thefe  minifters  were  univer- 
fally  fufpedted,  and  charged  with  the  moft  unbounded  and  profligate  wafte  of  the  public 
treafure ;  and  fuch  accufations  having  been,  in  many  inftances,  ftrongly  fupported  by 
concurrent  circumftances,  much  of  the  public  diftrefs  had,  at  various  times,  and  not  al- 
ways without  reafon,  been  attiibuted  to  this  caufe. 

A  a  But 
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But  thcfe  reforms  and  improvements,  however  excellent  in  their  defign,  and  however 
beneficial  they  might  hereafter  prove  in  their  effect,  could  afford  no  prcfent  relief  to  go- 
vernment. The  Notables,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  king,  after  all  the  retrench- 
ments which  he  had  already  made,  a  ftill  farther  reduction  in  the  royal  and  public  ex- 
penccs,  to  the  extraordinary  amount  of  forty  millions  of  livres  annually.  Though  this 
propofal  was  complied  with,  that  afTembly  was  ftill  lenfible  that  thisfaving,  great  as  it 
was,  could  in  no  degree  fupply  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  by  enabling  govern- 
ment to  fulfil  the  public  engagements  to  its  creditors,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  provide  for 
the  unavoidable  civil  and  military  eftablifhments.  For  this  purpofe  a  tax  or  taxes  were 
indifpenfably  neceffary,  upon  the  ftcurity  of  which  fuch  a  loan  could  be  raifed,  as  would 
be  fufficient  to  extricate  the  ftate  from  its  prefent  difficulties,  and  thereby  afford  time  for 
the  fyftem  of  reform  and  economy  now  adopted,  as  well  as  the  unexampled  prefents 
made  by  the  fovereign  to  the  public,  to  operate  in  producing  their  proper  effects. 

Though  the  Notables  had  difclaimed  all  authority  in  themfelves  to  grant  fupplies,  and 
only  ventured  toadvife  or  recommend,  yet  their  iancTion,  firft  in  fhewing  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  impofing  new  taxes  to  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs,  and  then  in  recom- 
mending or  approving  thofe  which  were  intended,  was  reafonably  deemed  by  govern: 
ment  a  matter  of  great  importance,  confulering  the  difficulties  which  the  parliament 
threw  in  the  way  of  all  its  operations.  The  firft  was  completely  afforded  by  that  af- 
Tembly, which,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  finance,  jfhewed  the 
exact  amount  of  the  revenue,  and  excefs  of  the  expenditure  ;  rendering  it  fo  clear  as  not 
to  admit  of  a  queftion,  that  it  was  impoffibleto  conduct  the  affairs  of  government  with- 
out additional  fupplies. 

They  in  general  approved,  though  with  fome  difference  of  degree  in  refpect  to  its 
parts,  of  that  fcheme  of  taxation  propofed  by  the  minifters  for  fupplying  the  prefent 
emergencies,  by  which  the  burthen  was  to  belaid  upon  thofe  parts  of  the  nation  which  were 
the  beft  able  to  fupport  the  weight — upon  the  great  commercial  and  landed  interefts. 
The  intended  tax  upon  ftamps,  which  was  afterwards  defcribed  in  fuch  odious  colours, 
not  only  received  the  moft  unqualified  approbation  from  the  Notables,  but  they  feemed 
to  ftep  beyond  the  line  which  they  had  prefcribed  to  themfelves,  by  recommending  its  ex- 
tenfion,  with  refpect  bsth  to  objects  and  duty,  farther  than  either  the  original  defign  or 
the  adopted  fcheme  reached  ;  declaring  that  it  would  be  little  burthenfome  to  the  people, 
and  particularly  fo  to  the  laborious  countrymen,  to  whofe  condition  they,  upon  every 
occafion,  paid  the  greateft  attention. 

But  with  refpect  to  the  land-tax,  which  would  have  fallen  upon  the  nobility  and 
clergy,  and  thereby  removed,  fo  far  as  it  went,  thofe  exemptions  which  had  been  fo  long, 
and  fo  jufily,  confidered  as  an  intolerable  grievance,  the  patriotifm  of  the  afTembly  either 
failed  them,  or  they  were  over  awed  by  the  potent  bodies  whofe  interefts  were  concerned. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  Subject,  the  Notables  were  guarded,  cautious,  and  indecifive;  and  though  they 
could  not,  confiftently  with  their  own  avowed  fentiment,  but  approve  the  principle  of 
the  tax,  they  did  it  with  hefitation  ;  and,  to  get  entirely  quit  of  the  queftion,  flew  ofF 
fuddenly  to  the  old  plea  of  total  incompetency  with  reSpect  to  taxation — a  bufinefs,  they 
faid,  which  refled  folely  with  the  fovereign,  and  to  whoSe  prudence  and  discretion  it  mult 
be  entirely  referred15. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  territorial  import  received  the  tacit  approbation  of  the  aflembly  ; 
they  acknowledged  the  juflnefs  of  the  principle,  made  no  objection  to  any  of  the  parts, 
and  only  recommended,  or  rather  hinted  at,  fome  doubtful  improvement  in  the  mode  of 
regulation. 

Thefe  two  taxes  would  have  been  Sufficient  to  remove  all  the  diftreffes,  and  to  afford 
energy  and  eafe  to  all  the  operations  of  government.  The  king  had  Solemnly  engaged, 
that  if  their  produce  exceeded  the  neceffary  public  demand,  or  without  that,  as  the  ne- 
ceflkies  of  the  ftate  were  diminished  by  favings  and  the  difcharge  of  debts,  he  would,  in 
either  cafe,  remit  the  overplus,  and  continually  leffen  as  much  as  poffible  the  burthen  to 
the  people.  Nor  could  he  recede  from  this  engagement,  if  he  were  even  fo  inclined — 
which,  however,  there  was  no  reafon  to  SuppoSe— as  the  State  oS  the  public  accounts, 
which  was  to  be  published  every  year  by  the  new  council  oS  finance,  muSt  have  effec- 
tually bound  him  to  the  performance. 

The  people  being  now  relieved  from  a  number  of  their  moSt  crying  grievances,  and 
having  Sull  room  to  hope,  and  rational  grounds  for  expectation,  that  what  was  already 
done  was  only  introductory  to  a  progreflivecourfe  of  meafures  for  the  melioration  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  improvement  of  all  the  departments  of  government;  it  might  Seem 
that  little  more  was  wanting  than  an  accdmmodating  and  conciliatory  difpofition  in  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  by  filling  up  the  line  already  traced  by  the  Notables,  to  have  eftab- 
HShed  the  proSperity  of  the  prefent  reign  upon  the  firmeft  bafis,  that  of  the  happinefs 
and  confequent  affection  of  the  people. 

But  the  public  diforders  were  too  deep,  and  too  firmly  fixed,  to  be  eradicated  ;  and  too 
vigorous,  and  rapid  in  their  growth,  to  be  checked  by  any  common  refiraints  or  impedi- 
ments. The  nation  was  Split  into  violent  factions  ;  and  thefe,  however  various  and  dif- 
tinct  their  views  might  be  in  other  things,  were  all  agreed  in  one  point,  which  was  to  re- 

*s  It  tvas  rather  a  curious  circumftance  of  obfervation,  that,  a  little  before  this  difplay  of  extreme  delicacy,  the 
Notables  had  ftrongly  recommended  a  tax  upon  the  city  of  Paris,  whofe  vaft  increafe  of  population  they  represent- 
ed as  highly  injurious  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  and  whofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  they  faid,  fhould  be  more  heavily 
taxed  than  the  induftrious  countrymen. 

A  a  z  duce 


l8S  REIGN    OF  [1788. 

dnce  rhe  king  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  weaknefs  and  diflrefs  for  want  of  money,  that,  finding 
it  impoflible  to  condu&  the  hufinefs  of  parliament  othcrwifc,  he  fhould  be  compelled  by 
i:;ct.Hity  to  adopt  their  favourite  mcafure  of  convoking  the  States  General.  None  of  the 
parliaments,  any  more  than  that  of  Paris,  could  efcape  the  influence  of  thefc  powerful 
parties,  and  they  of  couile  adopted  their  political  opinions  and  principles.  The  conduct 
of  the  parliament,  in  urging  the  convention  of  the  States-General,  by  which  their  own 
authority  would  be  eclipfed,  appears,  at  firft  fight,  diflnterefted,  and  truly  worthy  of 
commendation;  but  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe  that  they  were  actuated,  in  the 
hrftinftance,  rather  by  motives  of  refentment  to  the  court,  than  by  any  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  the  nation  j  and  that  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the  fupport  of  the  ftates, 
and  with  being  regularly  conftituted,  what  they  had  hitherto  afFedted  to  be — their  repre- 
fentatives.  Indeed  it  appears  that  they  even  expected  to  be  called  to  fit  in  the  ftates,  in 
conformity  to  a  precedent  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth. 

The  cabals  of  the  innovators  began,  about  this  time,  to  be  regularly  formed  and  em- 
bodied, and  to  fpread  through  every  part  of  France;  and  this  faction,  inftead  of  looking 
with  other  parties  to  changes  of  men,  or  to  an  alteration  of  meafures  in  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs,  directed  their  views  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  government.  If  the  parliament 
were  not  immediately  under  the  influence  of  thefe  cabals,  they,  at  leaft,  prepared  the 
way  for  the  confufion  that  followed,  by  their  conduct  and  proceedings  in  the  violentean- 
tefts  with  the  king  fince  the  rejection  of  the  two  money-bills.  For  the  paper  war,  as  it 
may  juftly  be  termed,  which  they  inceffantly  carried  on,  and  took  fo  much  care  to  pub- 
lifh,  and  which  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  diredtly  or  perfonally,  pointed  againft  the  king, 
could  not  but  tend,  in  a  coniiderable  degree,  to  render  the  fovereign  odious,  as  well  as 
contemptible.  Indeed,  many  of  their  printed  documents,  exclufiveof  their  reproach  and 
invective,  bore  rather  the  character  of  manifeftoes,  than  of  refolutions  and  remonftrances, 
as  they  were  called. 

Their  effe£l  went  far  beyond  the  original  defign.  For,  while  they  were  intended  only 
to  render  certain  modes  or  forms  of  authority  odious  or  ridiculous,  they  affected  all; 
and,  loofening  all  thofe  bonds  of  opinion,  which  are  the  great  cement  of  mankind,  and  to 
the  formation  whereof  whole  ages  are  neceffary,  though  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time  may 
fufEce  to  diflblve  them,  made  way  for  that  general  contempt  of  all  orders,  eftablifhments, 
and  authorities,  which  the  parliaments  themfelves  have  fince  fo  bitterly  experienced. 
Diforder,  confufion,  and  anarchy,  fpread  through  the  kingdom  ;  and  they  found  too  late 
that  they  had  raifed  a  fpirit  which  they  would  never  be  able  to  lay. 

While  the  political  hemifphere  was  thusobfeured  by  the  clouds  of  faction,  a  natural 
phenomenon  appeared  to  complete  the  general  calamity.  On  Sunday  the  thirteenth  of 
July,  (1788  )  about  nine  in  the  morning,  without  any  eclipfe,  a  dreadful  and  almoft  total 
darknefs  fuddenly  overfpread  the  face  of  the  earth,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
this  uwful  gloom  was  the  prelude  to  a  tempeft  or  hurricane,  fuppofed  to  be  without  ex- 
ample 
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ample  in  the  temperate  climates  of  Europe.  During  this  violent  concuffion  of  the  ele- 
ments, wind,  rain,  hail,  thunder,  and  lightning  feemed  to  contend  in  impetuofity  ;  but 
the  hail  was  the  great  inftrument  of  ruin  and  deftrudYion.  The  whole  face  of  nature 
was  fo  totally  changed  in  the  fliort  fpace  of  one  hour,  that  no  perfon  who  had  flept  dur- 
ing the  tempeft  could  have  believed  himfelf  in  the  fame  part  of  the  world  when  he 
awoke.  Inftead  of  the  fmiling  bloom  of  lummer,  and  the  rich  profpecls  of  forward  au- 
tumn, which  were  juft  before  fpread  over  the  face  of  that  fertile  and  beautiful  country,  it 
now  prefented  the  dreary  afpedt  of  univerfal  winter,  in  the  moll  fterile  and  gloomy  of 
the  arclic  regions.  The  foil  was  changed  into  a  morafs';  the  ftanding  corn  beaten  into 
the  quagmire ;  the  vines  were  broken  to  pieces,  and  their  branches  buried  in  the  fame 
manner;  the  fruit-trees  of  every  kind  were  demolifhed  ;  and  the  hail  was  lying  unmelttd 
in  heaps,  like  rocks  of  folid  ice. 

The  country-people,  on  their  way  to  church,  were  beaten  down  in  the  fields  by  the  fury 
cf  the  tempeft ;  and  a  large  wood  of  chefnut-trees,  in  particular,  was  fo  damaged,  that  it 
prefented  little  more  after  than  the  bare  and  naked  trunks,  the  boughs  being  either  en- 
tirely broken  off,  or  hacked  and  mangled  in  a  manner  that  heightened  the  deplorable  ef- 
fect of  their  appearance. 

The  difordered  ftate  of  public  affairs  prevented  both  the  courfe  and  extent  of  this  hur- 
ricane from  being  defined  as  it  would  have  been  in  a  happier  feafon.  The  thoughts  of  thofe 
who  were  qualified  to  obferve  and  record  fo  extraordinary  a  phenomenon,  were  otherwife 
occupied  ;  and  the  fufferers  could  only  defcribe  what  they  had  immediately  felt,  with  little 
,  curiolity  as  to  the  fate  of  others.  The  tempeft  feems  to  have  been  very  irregular  in  its 
operation  ;  and  while  feveral  large  diftridts  were  entirely  defolated,  other  intermediate 
portions  of  country  received  much  lefs,  or  comparatively  little  damage.  One  of  fixty 
jquare  leagues  was  fo  totally  ruined,  as  not  to  have  a  fingle  ear  of  corn,  nor  a  fruit  of  any 
kind,  left;  and  the  trees  and  vines  were  fo  miferably  battered,  that  four  years  was  the 
ihorteft  period  eftimated  for  their  being  again  in  any  degree  productive.  Of  the  iixty- 
fix  parifhes  included  in  the  diftridt.  of  Pontoife,  forty-three  were  entirely  defolated  ; 
while  of  the  remaining  twenty-three  fome  loft  two-thirds,  and  others  not  above  half 
their   harveft.  ' 

The  Ifle  of  France  and  the  Orleanois  feem  to  have  been  the  principal  fcenesof  devaf- 
tation  ;  and  the  magnitude  of  the  damage  may  perhaps  afford  fome  clue  to  calculators 
whereby  to  eft  imate  the  extent  of  the  calamity.  Thelofs  or  damage  wasfaid  to  be  moderate- 
ly eftimated  at  fourfcore  millions  of  livres,  or  upwards  of  three  millions,  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  ftepling.  This  was  confined  to  the  loffes  fuftained  by  the  farmers,  or 
more  generally  the  damage  done  to  the  produce  of  the  earth  ;  the  devaluation  of  churches, 
fteeples,  and  houfes,  not  being  included  in  the  calculation. 

The 
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The  king,  in  the  hrft  inftancc,  granted  an  immediate  benevolence  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  fuifcrers,  and,  as  a  farther  relief,  eftabliihcd  a  lottery  in  their  favour;  he 
like  wife  remittted  all  taxes  to  them  for  a  year  to  come.  All  pofllble  meafures  were  im- 
mediately purfued  for  procuring  fuch  an  importation  of  corn,  from  thofe  countries  that 
could  fpare  any,  as  might  fupply  the  domeftic  lofs  ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  harvefts  in 
moft  parts  of  Europe  had  of  late  been  fo  indifferent,  and  the  war  which  raged  in  the 
North  occafioned  fo  inceflant  a  demand  for  all  kinds  of  proviiion,  that  the  wifhed-for 
fupply  to  be  obtained  by  thefe  means  fell  far  fhort  of  expectation.  Several  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  dignified  clergy  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  extent  of  their  benevolences  up- 
on this  occafion.  In  general,  the  great  land-holders  and  owners  of  eftates  in  the  ruined 
countries,  befides  the  re  million  of  a  year's  rent,  and  procuring  feed-corn  from  diftant 
parts  for  their  tenants,  fpared  no  pains  in  their  endeavours  to  preferve  the  multitude 
from  perifliing  in  the  interim,  by  obtaining  for  them  fuch  fuftenance  as  came  within 
their  reach  and  ability.  But,  notwithstanding  every  thing  that  could  be  done,  the  dif- 
treifes  of  the  people  throughout  France  were  great,  fevere,  and  lading. 

This  unforefeen  and  irrefiflible  ftroke  of  calamity,  coming  on  at  a  feafon  already  fo 
iuongly  and  unhappily  marked,  by  the  violence  of  faction,  by  public  difcontent,  and  by 
political  difcuffion,  when  all  men  were  looking  for  or  apprehending  fome  great  cohvul- 
iion  in  the  ftate,  produced  fuch  an  effect  upon  the  people  in  general,  that  the  nation 
fcemedtohave  changed  its 'character,  and  inftead  of  that  levity  and  gaiety  by  which  it 
had  ever  been  diftinguifhed,  and  which  was  ill-concealed  even  in  the  moft  ferious  af- 
fairs, a  fettled  and  melancholy  gloom  now  feemed  fixed  on  every  countenance. 

Such  was  the  ftateof  men's  minds,  fuch  the  inveterate  animofity  producedby  the  clamour 
of  the  parliament,  and  the  infidiousmachinations  of  a  faction  ftill  more  dangerous,  becaufe  its 
efforts  were  more  fecretiy  directed,  that  the  king  found  himfelf  at  length  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  abandoning  the  new  conftitution,  which  he  held  fo  much  at  heart,  and  on 
which  he  had  founded  the  moft  fanguine  hopes.  The  oppofition  to  it  was  fo  great,  fo 
general,  and  fo  determined,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  furmount  it.  The  dukes  de  Roche- 
foucault,  de  Noaillcs,  and  Luxemburgh,  with  feveral  others,  who  ftood  among  the 
highefr.  of  the  kingdom  in  point  of  rank,  weight,  and  public  opinion,  rejected  the  king's 
nomination,  and  abfolutely  refufed  to  fit  in  the  Cour  Pleniere.  Thus  there  was  no  al- 
ternative. The  king  was  condemned  to  fubmit  to  this  public  infult,  and  to  retract  all 
he  bad  done.  By  this  means,  the  court  was  funk  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  degradation, 
while  the  parliaments  were  exalted  to  the  pinnacle  of  triumph  and  power. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  poverty  of  government  was  fo  extreme,  that  it  became  incapable 
of  difcharging  its  functions,  or  anfwering  the  public  demands,  through  the  mere  want  of 
money,  or  of  credit  to  raife  it,  fo  that  a  public  bankruptcy  feemed  faft  approaching.  In 
this  ftate,  the  king  iffued  an  arret,  in  which,  after  declaring  the  deplorable  fituation  of 
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the  finances,  his  own  inability  to  raife  taxes,  and  the  total  want  of  confidence  in  the 
public,  with  refpect  to  loans,  he  gave  notice  that  in  thefe  circumftances,  only  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  demands  on  the  treafury  could  be  paid  in  cafh,  and  the  remainder  muft 
be  taken  In  bills  payable  in  a  year,  and  bearing  five  per  cent,  intereft,  the  bills  likewife 
to  be  received  as  money  in  the  fubfcription  to  the  firft  loan  that  was  raifed. 

Though  publicity  was  the  firft  object  of  fuch  a  notice,  and  could  alone  give  it  any  ef- 
fect, yet  fuch  were  the  apprehenfions  of  the  court,  arifing  from  the  fyftematic  oppofitiou 
which  all  their  meafures  had  experienced,  that  the  copies  of  the  arret  were  diftributed,  as 
it  were,  by  ftealth,  on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft.  But  neither  this  pre- 
caution, the  fairnefs  of  the  propofals,  nor  the  goodnefs  of  the  fecurity,  which — if  go- 
vernment were  capable  of  fubfifting  in  any  form — muft  have  been  confidered  as  undeni- 
able, could  prevent  fuch  a  general  alarm,  as  was  almoft  unparalleled,  from  being  fpreai 
through  the  city  of  Paris  on  the  following  morning.  The  immediate  confequences  wera 
a  great  fall  of  the  ftocks,  and  a  violent  run  upon  the  Caifle  d'Efcompte,  which  was  con- 
fidered as  the  national  bank.  For  two  days  the  croud  of  perfons  who  went  to  change 
their  notes  was  fo  great  and  fo  prefling,  that  the  guards  were  obliged  to  marfhal  and 
keep  them  in  order,  to  prevent  confufion,  and  that  each  might  bt  brought  forward  in  turn 
to  the  bank.  By  procuring  all  the  cafh  that  \vas  poflible,  and  ufing  much  addrefs  to- 
rnake  each  payment  take  up  as  much  time  as  it  was  capable  of  admitting  with  decency, 
the  bank  was  enabled  to  weather  the  ftorm,  until  the  edicl  from  the  king  relieved  tlier.i 
on  the  third  day,  commanding  all  bankers  and  others  to  receive  their  bills  in  payment  as 
cafh — a  meafure  which  nothing  but  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  could  juftify,  and  which 
of  courfe  gave  little  fatisfadhon  to  the  public,  although  it  faved  the  Caifle  d'Efcompte. 

Public difconrents,  meanwhile,  were  heightened  by  private  diftrefs.  Want  and  mifery 
began  to  be  felt  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  capital  itfelf  became  appre- 
henfive  of  a  famine.  Bread,  which  is  moie  properly  the  fiaff  of  life  in  that  country 
than  in  any  other,  and  where  the  confumprion  of  it  is  fo  prodigious  as  to  appear  incredi- 
ble to  {hangers,  had  already  rifen  from  two  and  a  half  to  four  fous  per  pound:  and  worfc 
being  ftill  expected,  prudent  families  began  to  chfeharge  their  fervants,  and  contrail  their 
mode  of  living,  which  neceffarily  increafed  the  number  of  idlers,  who,  through  thf 
general  ftagnation  of  bufinefs  being  unable  to  procure  any  kind  of  employment,  al- 
ready crouded  the  ftreets  and  open  parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  were  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
deplorable  diftrefs. 

Under  this  alarming  afpect  of  affairs,  the  prime  minifter,  monfieur  de  Brienne,  who 
had  been  promoted  to  the  valuable  archbifhoprick  of  Sens,  which  conveyed  along  with 
it  the  primacy  of  the  Gauls,  the  greateft  and  rooft  honourable  ecclefiallical  dignity  in  the 
kingdom,  and  which  moreover  iecured  the  revcriion  of  a  cardinal's  hat,  looking  more  to  hia 

own. 
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fefety  than  to  the  duty  or  gntitude  wliich  he  owed  to  his  royal  mafter,  made  no  fcruplc 
of  leaving  him  alone  to  weather  the  approaching  ftorm  as  he  could  :  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  Auguft  he  refigned  his  charge,  and  departed,  with  the  utmofl  expedition,  for 
It.ily.  It  is  faid  that  the  only  quality  which  this  prelate  pofTefTed  that  could  recom- 
mend him  to  notice  was  wit;  a  quality — fays  a  modern  French  writer — which  is,  un- 
happily, too  common  in  France,  Haughty  with  his  inferiors,  fervile  to  thofe  above 
him:  preiumptuous  yet  weak;  enterprifing  yet  inefficient ;  though  deltitute  of  judg- 
ment, energy,  or  perfeverance,  he  was  eager  to  decide,  command,  alter,  or  correct;  he 
overthrew  what  he  attempted  to  re-eftablifh;  made  bad  worfe ;  created  univerfal  difguft, 
and  rendered  odious  the  authority  with  which  he  was,  unfortunately,  entrufled. 

The  example  of  thearchbifhop  was  foon  after  followed  by  M.  de  Lamoignon,  the  keep- 
er of  the  feals,  a  man  of  a  very  different  difpofition,  and  who  bore  a  very  different  charac- 
ter. His  perfonal  ambition,  as  well  as  the  deranged  flate  of  his  affairs,  had  led  him  to  af- 
pire  to -the  fun  place  in  the  magiftracy.  After  combating,  in  different  memorials,  the 
plans  propofed  by  the  archbifhop,  he  had  the  weaknefs  to  lend  his  affifhnce  to  enforce 
the  execution  of.  them,  and  to  become  the  organ  and  accomplice  of  the  man  whom  he 
had  hitherto  oppofed.  By  his  efforts,  directed  to  the  attainment  of  glory  and  the  acqui- 
fition  of  wealth,  he  covered  himfelf  with  fhame,  and  completed  his  ruin.  The  reform 
of  the  courts,  trials  by  jury  in  criminal  proceffes,  the  affignment  of  counfel  to  prifoners, 
the  total  fuppreffion  of  the  torture  and  all  barbarous  punifhments,  and  a  variety  of  other 
ufeful  regulations  for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice,  formed  a  part  of  the  plan  fub- 
mittedj  under  his  order,  to  the  committee  of  legiflation  eftablifhed  by  himfelf. 

M.  de  Lamoignon  bore  his  difgrace  with  a  degree  of  firmnefs  that  excited  the  aftonifh- 
nient  even  of  thofe  who  were  belt  acqainted  with  his  fortitude.  He  never  fuffered  a 
murmur  to  efcape  him,  either  againfr,  the  archbifhop  of  Sens,  whofe  unfortunate  fchemes 
had  occafioned  the  ruin  of  them  both,  or  againft  the  public,  of  whofe  injuftice  he  had 
too  much  reafon  to  complain.  He  fupported  the  lofs  of  a  place  to  which  he  was  ex- 
tremely attached,  and  the  weight  of  unmerited  cenfure,  with  all  the  calmnefs  of  a  good 
confeience  and  the  ferenity  of  virtue.  He  enjoyed  an  advantage  of  which  few  courtiers 
can  boafl — that  of  preferving  his  friends,  and  receiving,  in  the  moment  of  difgrace,  the 
vifits  of  thofe  who  had  fhunned  him  in  the  hour  of  profperity. 

He  died16,  foon  after  his  retreat  from  office,  loaded  with  debts,  though  he  was  neither 
a  gamefler  nor  a  debauchee.     Although  he  had  ruined  his  family,  his  wife  and  children 

were 


16  In  a  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  in  two  volumes  8vo.  publifhed  by  Robinfons,  it  is  positively  affirmed  that  he 
put  an  end  to  his  own  exiftence ;  but  this  affertion  is,  to  fay  the  leaft  of  it,  extremely  raih;  his  death,  occafioned 
by  the-  difchai  ge  of  a  gun  placed  between  his  legs,  in  a  grotto  in  his  park,  rather  appears  to  have  been  the  effecft 
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were  inconfolable  for  his  lofs ; — but  this  cannot  create  furprize,  when  even  his  enemies 
acknowledge,  that  he  was  a  good  hufband,  a  good  father,  a  good  friend,  and  an  upright 
magiftrate  16. 

By  the  retreat  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens  the  king's  fituation  became  extremely  diffi- 
cult and  embarrafling ;  compelled  lately  to  difmifs  a  favourite  minifter;  forfaken  now  by 
his  fucceffor,  who  left  him  involved  in  all  the  troubles  which  the  rafhnefs  or  failure  of 
his  meafures  had  occafioned  ;  anddeftitutein  himfelf  of  that  active  energy,  of  thofe  great 
and  commanding  perfonal  qualities,  which  diftinguifhed  the  fourth  Henry,  and  had  fre- 
quently effected  fuch  wonders  in  critical  affairs,  and  which  were  never  more  neceffary 
than  in  the  prefent  inflance,  to  enable  him  to  ftem  that  torrent  of  difcontent  and  difor- 
der  which  was  fpreading  with  fuch  violence  through  his  dominions. 

Thus  circumfranced,  he  perceived  no  other  refource,  than  that  of  throwing  himfelf 
into  the  arms  of  the  popular  party,  and,  by  coinciding  with  their  propofals,  to  endeavour 
to  reftore  concord  and  harmony  in  the  kingdom,  and  to  obtain  that  perfonal  quiet  be- 
yond which  his  ambition  did  not  extend.  Little  difpofed  himfelf  to  any  exertions  of  ar- 
bitary  power,  and  as  little  calculated  by  nature  for  their  fupport,  conceffions  offered  no 
great  violence  to  his  feelings. 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  upon  this  change  of  fyftem  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  declara- 
tory and  decifive  with  refpect  to  thofe  that  were  to  follow.  This  was  the  recall  of  M. 
Neckar,  and  the  placing  him  again  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  a  meafure  which  had 
been  earneftly  recommended  by  the  archbifhop  of  Sens,  at  the  moment  of  his  resigna- 
tion. M.  Neckar  had  become  the  idol  of  the  people;  and  the  circumftance  of  his  being, 
by  birth  at  leaft,  a  republican,  was  fo  fortunately  adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  that 
it  was  not  only  fufficient  to  remove  all  prejudices  with  refpect  to  his  being  a  foreigner 
and  a  Proteftant,  but  would  have  rendered  him  popular  if  he  had  not  been  fo  otherwife. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  when  M.  Neckar  was  again  placed  at  the  head  of  public 
affairs.  The  joy  of  the  people  was  immoderate,  and  their  expectations  and  hopes  paffed. 
all  bounds  of  reafon  and  poflibility.  It  feemed  as  if  they  conceived  that  he  pofleffed 
a  magical  wand;  that  by  waving  it  he  could  pay  off  an  immenfe  public  debt  without 
money;  and  that  by  another  movement  he  could,  with  the  fame  eafe,  fupply  fix-and- 
twenty  millions  of  people  with  corn  and  bread.  Circumftances  appeared  for  a  moment 
to  give   a  fanction  to  the  delufion;  the  funds  fuddenly  rofe,  and  the  general  good-hu- 

of  accident  than  of  defign  ;  a  full  account  of  the  transaction  may  be  feen  in  PHiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789, 
par  deux  Ami*  de  la  Libert*,  torn.  i.  p.  5*.  note. 

11  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  &c.  p.  59,  60. 
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mour  fcemed  to  difpel  all   thofe  black  clouds  which  fo  thickly  obfcured   the  political 
horizon. 

The  new  miniftcr  neglected  nothing  which  could  tend  to  the  fupport  of  that  public 
opinion  fo  effential  to  his  fame  and  greatnefs.  Fortune  favoured  him  with  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fignalizing  his  entrance  into  office  by  a  grand  ftroke,  admirably  calculated  to 
juftify  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  that  had  been  formed  of  his  adminiftration.  This  was 
nothing  lefs  than  the  reftoration  of  public  credit,  which  had  been  deeply  affected  by  the 
late  arret  relative  to  the  payments  at  the  treafury.  M.  Neckar  foon  difcovered,  and  per- 
haps previoufly  knew,  that  there  were  large  fuins  of  money  lying  in  feveral  of  the  public 
departments,  deftined  to  affigned  purpofes  which  were  not  yet  in  being.  Secure  of  this 
fupport,  he  immediately  iffued  public  notice,  that  all  demands  on  the  treafury  fhould  in 
future  be  immediately  paid  in  ready  money.  Nothing  could  ever  produce  greater  eclat. 
He  was  hailed  by  the  people  as  the  Saviour  of  his  country  ;  the  prefervation  of  France 
from  the  ruin  and  difgrace  of  public  bankruptcy  was  univerfally  afcribed  to  him;  and  all 
the  evils  in  which  the  country  was  plunged  were  confidered  as  already  cured.  He  like- 
wife  ufed  all  poffible  means  to  draw  corn  from  different  parts  to  the  relief  of  the  metro- 
polis, where  the  natural  turbulence  of  the  inhabitants  was  liable,  upon  any  accidental 
occafion,  to  be  ftimulated  to  acts  of  outrage  and  violence. 

It  was  generally  fuppofed  that  the  reftoration  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  to  its  func- 
tions would  have  been  one  of  the  firft  effects  of  a  change  in  the  miniftry ;  and  the  fhort 
delay  that  intervened  was  afcribed  to  fome  explanations  which  were  required  from  the 
leaders  of  that  body,  as  to  the  courfe  which  they  intended  to  purfue,  with  refpedt  to  the 
meafures  adopted  by  the  late  adminiftration,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  fufpenfion. 

However  that  was,  the  parliament  met  about  the  middle  of  September,  and,  after  fome 
difplay  of  moderation  in  their  firft  fittings,  foon  began  a  new  fquabble  with  the  crown, 
on  the  grounds  of  profecuting  thofe  members  of  the  late  miniftry  who  were  forthcoming, 
particularly  monfieur  de  Lamoignon,  and  monfieur  de  Brienne,  (brother  to  the  arch- 
bifhopof  Sens)  who  had  holden  the  poft  of  minifter  of  the  war  department,  for  the  evil 
advice  they  had  given,  and  the  calamities  which  the  nation  had  fuftained  thereby.  But 
the  king  peremptorily  refufed  to  admit  this  profecution,  declaring,  that  he  was  alone 
refponfible  for  all  the  late  meafures  ;  and  that  if  any  mifchief  took  place,  they  pro* 
ceeded  entirely  from  the  refractory  conduct  and  obftinacy  of  the  parliament. 

In  the  mean  time  the  populace  of  Paris  began  to  make  a  difplay  of  that  riotous  and 
ungovernable  difpofition,  for  which,  in  all  times  of  public  commotion,  they  had,  almoft 
invariably,  been  diftinguifhed  in  every  period  of  the  monarchy.  Under  pretence  of 
celebrating  the  difmiffion  of  the  miniftry,  they  affembled  in  croud*,  firft  in   the  Place 
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Dauphine,  and  afterwards  on  the  Pont-Neuf,  where  they  amufed  themfelves  for  fome 
time  with  throwing  fquibs  and  crackers,  and  obliging  paffers-by  to  take  off  their  hats, 
and  bow  to  the  ftatue  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  But  feeming  to  grow  tired  of  that  fport, 
they  fuddenly  provided  themfelves  witty  lighted  torches,  and  proceeded  in  a  body  to  burn 
and  deftroy  the  houfe  of  M.  de  Lamoignon.  The  timely  interference  of  the  guards 
faved  the  houfe,  and  probably  the  life  of  that  gentleman,  to  whom  his  country  was  fo 
highly  indebted  for  his  admirable  reform  of  the  code  of  criminal  juflice,  and  in  whofe 
humane  regulations  in  the  mode  of  profecution,  the  order  of  men  who  now  fought  his 
deftrudtion  were  fo  nearly  and  particularly  concerned.  The  crowd  difperfed  upon  the 
interference  of  the  military,  but  re-affembled  in  another  part,  and  were  proceeding  to 
burn  the  late  keeper  of  the  feals  in  effigy  ;  when,  rinding  themfelves  purfued,  and  again 
interrupted  by  the  guards,  their  indignation  was  roufed  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  they  flood  a 
battle  with  the  troops;  but  were  foon  routed,  above  thirty  of  their  number  being 
killed,  and  a  much  greater  number  wounded. 

The  parliament  foon  afforded  an  inftance  of  the  moderation  with  which  they  were  dif- 
pofed  to  exercife  power  or  to  enjoy  triumph,  as  well  as  of  the  terms  upon  which  they 
intended  toftand  with  the  court.  That  body  caufed  all  the  king's  decrees,  which  related 
to  their  fufpenfion,  or  which  they  confidered  as  encroaching  upon  their  privileges,  to  be 
publickly  burned  in  Paris.  In  this  adt,  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  example,  to  a  turbulent 
and  inflamed  populace,  kept  pace  with  the  wantonnefs  of  the  infult. 

The  neceffity  of  convening  the  States-general  had,  by  this  time,  become  obvious  to 
every  man,  and  their  meeting  was  accordingly  fixed  for  the  month  of  April  in  the  enfuing 
year.  As  a  preparatory  ftep,  a  convention  of  the  Notables  was  fummoned  to  meet  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  receiving  their  opinion  and  advice  in 
anfwer  to  a  number  of  written  queftions  propofed  to  them,  relative  to  the  organization 
of  the  ftates ;  the  mode  of  election  to  be  purfued  ;  the  qualifications  of  the  electors,  and 
of  the  elected  ;  the  numbers  to  be  returned  by  the  refpective  diftridts,  whether  with  re- 
fpedt  to  their  wealth  or  population  ;  the  general  number  of  which  the  ftates  were  to  be 
compofed  ;  the  proportionate  number  of  the  three  orders,  with  refpedt  to  each  other;  and 
various  other  matters  relative  to  the  fame  object. 

The  unequalled  feverity  of  the  winter  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  moft  deplorable 
effects,  in  a  country  where  the  people  were  already  fo  much  diftreffed  for  want  of  fub- 
fiftance.  It  was  in  vain  that  high  bounties  were  offered  for  the  importation  of  wheat, 
rye,  and  other  grain:  the  countries  of  Europe  were  in  no  condition  to  fupply,  in  any  de- 
gree, the  wants  of  fo  prodigious  a  number  of  people;  the  relief,  however,  thus  furnifh- 
ed,  though  far  from  fufficient,  undoubtedly  preferved  multitudes  from  perifhing.  Paris 
probably  fuffered  more  than  the  reft  ;  but  the  want  in  all  was  extreme  ;  and  the  turbu. 
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lence  and  extraordinary  ill-temper  of  the  people  induced  them,  inftcad  of  looking  to  the 
general  effect  of  had  harvefts,  or  to  the  particular  ruin  occafioned  hy  the  late  hurricane, 
to  afcribe  the  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  bread  to  the  nefarious  fchemes  of  the  court,  which 
they  charged  with  the  impoflible  crime  of  exporting  the  corn  by  ftealth  to  foreign  coun- 
tries: — And  this  abfurd  accufation,  too,  was  preferred  at  the  very  time  when  it  was  as 
much  the  intereft  as  it  was  the  inclination  of  the  king  and  his  miniflers,  to  footh  the 
minds  and  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  people. 

The  motives  afligned  for  the  convocation  of  the  Notables,  in. the  roval  proclamation, 
were,  that  the  king  could  have  wifhed  to  adopt  the  model  of  the  laft  aflembly  of  the 
States- general  ;  but  that,  in  various  articles,  it  could  fcarcely  be  reconciled  to  the  prefent  l 
fituation  of  affairs  ;  and  that,  in  others,  it  had  excited  a  diffatisfa&ion,  the  grounds  of 
which  deferved  to  be  inveftigated  ;  that  the  elections  of  the  Tiers  Etat,  or  commons,  had  been 
confined  to  the  towns  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Bonnes  villes,  to  the  exclufion 
of  many  others,  which  had  fince  become  confiderable  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  open 
country  had  in  moft  cafes  fent  no  deputies  ;  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  towns  were 
generally  chofen  by  the  corporations,  whofe  officers  at  prefent  acquired  their  fituations  by 
purchafe  ;  that  almoft  all  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Tiers  Etat  had  been  nobles  ;  that 
the  elections  had  been  made  by  bailiwicks,  every  one  of  which  had  fent  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  deputies,  though  they  had  then  been  unequal  in  population  and  extent,  and  ■ 
that  inequality  was  now  confiderably  increafed  ;  that  the  States-general  had  divided  them- 
felves  into  twelve  fections,  called  governments,  by  a  majority  of  which  every  queffion 
was  decided ;  but  thefe  governments  were  unequal,  as  well  as  the  bailiwicks,  a  majority 
of  which  confiituted  the  vote  of  the  government;  laftly,  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  laft  States-general  had  been  confumed  in  frivolous  contefts  refpecling  their 
formation.  Impelled  by  thefe  motives,  the  king  had  thought  that  the  difcuffion  of  them 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  his  privy-council ;  and  he  had  called  together  the  fame  Notables 
as  had  met  in  1787,  and  whofe  nomination  had  been  made  for  other  purpofes,  that  he 
might  give  the  moft  ftriking  proof  of  his  impartiality. 

The  firft  queftion  fubmitted  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  affembly  was,  whether  the  depu- 
ties of  the  three  orders  of  the  ftate  fhould  meet  together  in  one  aflembly,  in  which  all 
the  concentrated  powers  of  the  ftate  fhould  refide,  or  whether  they  fhould  be  divided, 
as  they  had  formerly  been,  into  three  chambers,  through  each  of  which  a  refolution 
muft  be  carried,  before  it  became  the  acknowledged  a<St  of  the  flares  :  voting  by  heads 
was  the  term  applied  to  the  firft  of  thefe  alternatives,  and  voting  by  orders  to  the 
i'econd. 

The  next  queftion  was,  whether  the  number  of  deputies  from  each  of  the  orders 
fhould  be  the  fame  as  at  the  laft  convention  of  the  ftates,  in  1614,  or  whether,the  clergy 
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and  nobles  ftill  adhering  to  their  former  numbers,  the  third  eftate  fhould  be  allowed  to 
fend  fix  hundred  deputies17? 

This  was  called  the  double  reprefentation  ;  and  the  gaining  of  this  point  not  only- 
formed  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  third  eftate,  but  united  the  wifhes  of  the  re- 
publican party,  and,  generally,  of  all  the  malecontents  throughout  the  kingdom  But  to 
render  the  double  reprefentation  entirely  effective,  and  to  give  a  decided  fuperiority  to 
the  third  eftate,  a  point  of  ftill  greater  importance  was  to  be  gained.  This  was  the 
amalgamation,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  three  orders  in  one  affembly  ;  whereby,  fitting  to- 
gether, without  any  diftinction,  in  the  fame  chamber,  they  fhould  vote  by  heads,  and  the 
majority  of  votes,  without  any  regard  to  orders,  be  of  courfe  conclufive.  The  real 
views  in  this  defign  were  extremely  well  covered  by  a  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  an- 
cient States-general,  who,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  had  been  rendered  in  a  manner  ufe- 
lefs  to  the  nation,  through  the  idledifputes  and  ridiculous  quarrels,  relative  to  objects  of 
little  moment,  whereby  their  time  being  wafted,  and  deliberations  diffracted,  they,  in 
many  inftances,  became  as  odious  to  the  people  as  to  the  crown  itfelf.  This  evil, 
whether  juftly  or  not,  was  induftrioufly  reprefented  to  the  public,  and  by  men  not  defti- 
tute  of  ability,  as  proceeding  entirely  from  the  ancient  States  general  being  claffed  in  dif- 
ferent orders,  and  fitting  in  different  chambers;  while  they  boldly  afferted  that  the 
fyftem  of  amalgamation  would  preclude  the  poffibility  of  fimilar  difputes. 

On  thefe  queftions  the  king's  abfolute  authority,  which,  on  fuch  points,  had  not  been 
openly  queftioned  by  any,  was  equally  appealed  to  by  all  the  parties  for  a  final  decifion. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  fovereign  refigned  himfelf  entirely  to  the  advice  of  M.  Neckar, 
in  every  thing  relative  to  this  fubject,  whofe  popularity  he  thought  would  afford  a  fanc- 
tion  to  whatever  was  covered  by  his  name,  and  thereby  prove  the  means  of  procuring  him 
that  eafe  and  tranquillity  in  government,  which  he  was  peculiarly  anxious  to  obtain. 

That  minifter,  whofe  real  or  fuppofed  talents  for  finance  and  political  ceconomy  had, 
combined  with  a  variety  of  fortuitous  circumftances,  raifed  him  to  a  degree  of  public 
op'nion  and  credit,  which  has  not  often  been  equalled,  found  himfelf  entirely  out  of  his 
element  when  he  became  involved  in  the  unexplored  and  intricate  fervice  of  political  le- 
giflation.  Surrounded  and  over-awed  by  powerful  factions,  unable  to  fathom  their  de- 
figus,  and  incapable  even  of  fufpecTmg  their  infidious  views,  he  was  liable  to  fall  into 
every  fnare  that  was  laid  for  him.  As  vanity  conftituted  a  very  prominent  feature  in 
his  mind,  it  inceffantly  fubjected  him  to,  impdfition  :  (landing,  as  he  did,  the  minifter  of 
the  people,  and  owing  his  elevation  to  them,  that  circumftance  alone,  independent  of  edu- 


•7  In  1614,  the  ecclefiaftical  chamber  was  compofed  of  one  hundred  and  forty  members;  the  chamber  of  the 
nobility,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two;  and  that  ©f  the  commons,  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-two. 
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cation  and  habit,  could  not  fail  to  give  him  a  ftrong  bias  towards  the  popular  party. 
Honed  himfelf,  and  moderate  in  all  his  views,  he  feems  to  have  placed  too  great  a  re- 
liance upon  the  rectitude  of  others,  and  not  to  have  been  aware  that  the  defigns  of  men 
often  extended  far  beyond  their  prefent  avowal  or  action. 

With  thefe  clifpofitions,  M.  Neckar  wilhed  to  make  great  conceflions  for  the  gratifica- 
tion and  Satisfaction  of  the  people,  and  for  rendering  their  future  condition  happy  ;  but 
he  by  no  means  intended  to  abolifh  or  infringe  on  thofc  lawful  prerogatives  and  rights, 
and  that  constitutional  authority,  of  the  crown  which  were  neccflary  to  give  effect  and 
energy  to  good  government,  and  were  not  only  compatible  with,  but  highly  conducive 
to,  the  general  welfare  and  interests  of  the  people.  He  neither  wilhed  on  the  one  hand 
to  fubvert  the  ancient  rights  of  the  Sovereignty,  nor,  on  the  other,  to  preferve  to  the 
crown  the  power  of  doing  wrong  in  any  effential  matters.  But  in  the  purfuit  of  this 
rational  and  equitable  fyitem,  he  difplayeci  a  want  of  fteadinefs,  courage,  and  fagacity  ; 
and  his  conduct  clearly  proved  that  he  did  not  forefee  the  confequences  of  many  of  his 
own  moil:  favourite  meafures.  Wifhing  to  pleafe  all  parties,  he  temporized,  and  loft  the 
good  opinion  and  confidence  of  all  ;  and  while  he  earneftly  endeavoured  to  eftablifli  order, 
good  temper,  and  good  government  in  the  kingdom,  he  unfortunately,  but  undesignedly, 
became,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the  inftrument  of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

M.  Neckar  never  gave  any  decided  opinion  upon  the  fubjects,  either  of  the  Mates  vot- 
ing by  heads  or  by  clafTes ;  of  their  fitting  in  one  chamber  or  in  three;  or  of  their 
amalgamation  ;  but  with  refpect  to  the  double  reprefentation  of  the  commons,  he  took 
a  moft  decided  part  in  favour  of  that  meafure,  which  certainly  appeared  to  be  a  juft  and 
proper  meafure,  inafmuch  as  it  tended  to  render  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  more 
equal  and  fair.  The  Notables,  however,  aflerted  a  contrary  opinion  :  they  recommend- 
ed the  constitution  of  1614,  as  the  model  by  which  the  prefent  convocation  of  the  ftates 
fhuuld  be  regulated,  as  that  had  been  by  the  regulations  and  orders  eftablifhed  by  their 
predeceilbrs.  They  maintained,  that  the  three  orders  Should  conduct  their  deliberations 
in  feparate  chambers,  as  had  ever  been  the  cafe,  fince  the  third  eftate  had  been  firft  ad- 
mitted to  thefe  convocations ;  and  that  the  three  orders  Should  confift  of  fomething  neat" 
equal  numbers,  amounting  to  about  three  hundred  each. 

The  Notables,  in  giving  this  advice,  only  followed  the  example  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  which  had  before  given  its  unqualified  opinion  in  fupport  of  the  principle  of  con» 
voking  the  States-general  according  to  the  conftitution  of  1614.  This  conduct  of  the 
parliament,  which  in  other  feafons  would  have  been  productive  of  all  theapplaufe  which 
ufually  attended  their  proceedings,  upon  this  occafion  produced  a  very  different  effect. 
The  minds  of  men  were  now  too  much  inflamed,  and  the  fpirit  of  innovation  was  too 
widely  diffuSed,  to  admit  of  their  being  fatisfied  with  thefe  Securities  or  conceflions, 
which  would  before  have  excited  the  moft  lively  fenfations  of  gratitude  and  joy.     All  the 

former 
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former  popular  acts  of  that  affembly,  all  the  arduous  conflicts  which  they  had  fuftained 
with  the  late  adminiftration,  as  well  as  that  invincible  courage  and  perfeverance  which 
ended  only  with  its  downfall,  were  now  at  once  forgotten  ;  and  thofe  diftinguifhed  mem- 
bers whofe  zeal  and  fufferings  had  led  the  people  to  rank,  them  among  the  heroes  and 
martyrs  of  patriotifm,  were  regarded,  in  the  heated  minds  of  the  commons,  as  the  con- 
temptible tools  of  ariftocracy. 

This  unexpected  change  in  the  public  Opinion  was.moft  fenfibly  felt  by  the  parliament, 
who,  in  order  to  recover  the  affection  of  the  people,  affembled,  with  more  than  ufuaL 
formality,  on  the  fifth  of  December  ;  inviting,  at  the  fame  time,  for  the  purpofe  of  giv- 
ing more  dignity  and  fplendour  to  their  proceedings,  the  attendance  of  the  princes  and 
peers.  At  this  meeting,  they  iffued  an  arret,  the  object  of  which  was  to  qualify,  in  a. 
certain  degree,  their  former  declarations,  and  to  give  their  ideas  of  the  principal  points 
of  French  liberty. 

They  began,  by  expreffing  their  alarms  for  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  ferment,  and  of 
the  manoeuvres  employed  by  evil-defign'mg  perfons  to  deprive  the  nation  of  the  fruits  of 
the  efforts  of  the  magiftracy,  and  to  fubftitute  anarchy  and  fedition  in  the  room  of  the  ac- 
quifition  of  a  juft  and  generous  liberty.  They  recommended,  as  the  moft  defirable  of  all' 
preliminaries,  harmony  between  the  different  orders;  and  they  regretted  that  they, 
ihould  have  been  fo  much  mifunderftood  in  their  felection  of  the  model  of  1614,  By 
this  felection  they  had  undoubtedly  intended  to  point  out  the  mode  of  convocation  by, 
bailiwicks  as  preferable  to  all  others;  but  they  were  neither  empowered  nor  had  defigned 
to  put  any  reftric~tion  upon  the  confidence  of  the  electors  ;  and  with  refpect  to  the  pro- 
portion of  reprefentatives  for  the  three  orders,  as  it  was  undetermined  either  by  law  or 
common  ufage,  they  had  always  meant  to  refer  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fovereign  the 
choice  of  fuch  meafuresas  might  beft  accord  with  reafon,  with  liberty,  with  juftice,  and 
with  the  national  fentiment.  After  this  explanation  of  their  intentions,  they  proceeded 
to  point  out  what  they  confidered  as  fundamental  principles,  not  to  be  departed  from,  and 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  every  national  affembly  to  eftablifh  and  confirm  :  the  periodical 
return  of  the  States-general  : — No  fubfidy  to  be  allowed,  under  any  pretence,  that  was, 
not  granted  by  the  ftates: — No  laws  to  be  executed  by  the  courts-of  juftice  which  the 
ftates  had  not  fanctioned  with  their  approbation  : — The  fuppreflion  of  all  thofe  taxes 
that  marked  a  diftinclion  between  the  orders,  and  their  replacement  by  common  fubfi- 
dies  equally  impofed  on  all: — The  refponfibility  of  minifters: — The  right  of  the  States- 
general  to  bring  accufations  before  the  courts  of  juftice  for  crimes  that  intereft  the. 
whole  nation  : — The  protection  of  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  by  the  obligation  of  the 
party  arrefting  to  commit  him  to  a  legal  prifon  : — And,  laftly,  the  lawful  liberty  of 
the  prefs. 
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Thcfe  provifions  for  eftablifhing  and  preferving  the  rights  and  fccurity  of  the  people, 
which  had  been  chiefly  collected  from  the  Britifh  conftitution,  though  the  important 
Tight  of  trial  by  jury  had  been  omitted  by  the  parliament,  probably  from  the  confedera- 
tion that  it  would  tend  to  dim'mifh  their  own  prerogatives,  would,  a  very  fliort  time  be- 
fore, have  been  regarded  as  a  glorious  Magna  Charta  of  French  freedom,  and  as  forming 
anew  epoch  in  the  hiftory  of  that  country.  They  were  now,  however,  rejected  with 
contempt,  as  falling  far  fliort  of  the  ideas  of  equal  liberty  which  were  fo  generally  en- 
tertained. The  parliament  was  therefore  wholly  disappointed  in  the  hope  of  recovering 
that  popularity  which  it  fo  eagerly  fought:  and  its  credit,  influence,  and  authority,  con- 
tinued, from  this  time,  in  a  ftate  of  progreffive  diminution,  until  it  was  at  length  totally 
abolifhed,  and  all  its  paft  exertions  and  confequence  configned  to  oblivion.  The  king's 
anfwer  to  the  above  refolutions  was,  that  he  had  nothing  todifcufs  with  his  parliament; 
it  was  with  the  nation  affembled  that  he  would  concert  fuch  meafures  as  might  perma- 
nently confolidate  the  public  order  and  the  profperity  of  the  ftate. 

But  this  reply  did  not  prevent  the  publication  of  a  brief  difquifition,  by  M.  d'Efpre- 
menil,  which  has  juftly  been  confidered  as  an  authentic  commentary  upon  the  refolution 
of  the  fifth  of  December.  In  this  he  maintained,  that  the  voting  by  feparate  orders  was 
the  conftitution  ;  and  the  voting  in  a  fingle  affembly  the  exception  l8;  an  exception  to 
which  it  might  be  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  upon  extraordinary  cafes,  but  which  muffc 
always  be  adopted  by  the  voluntary  aflent  of  the  three  orders.  The  fermentation  that 
had  been  excited  upon  the  queftion  of  doubling  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  was 
an  example,  he  faid,  of  perverflty  and  malevolence  that  no  hiftory  could  parallel  In 
fadt,  he  obferved,  all  France  was  of  one  opinion.  The  clergy  and  nobility  were  -willing 
to  concede  their  pecuniary  privileges  ;  and  this  conceflion,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  orders,  on  the  other,  were  only  wanting  to  render  the  nation  happy  and 
free.  He  was,  neverthelefs,  of  opinion  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  ought  to 
be  doubled  ;  not  to  protect  them  againft  the  ariftocratical  orders,  there  was  no  longer  any 
conteft  between  them;  but  becaufe  a  full  and  numerous  reprefentation  of  the  people 
afforded  the  beft  fecurity  againft  minifterial  defpotifm,  the  common  enemy  of  the  Sove- 
reign, and  of  every  order  in  the  ftate. 

With  a  view  to  fhew  that  their  fentiments  had  been  mifreprefented,  and  that  though 
they  were  friends  to  freedom  they  were  enemies  to  licentioufnefs,  the  parliament  ordered 
a  violent  pamphlet,  written  in  defence  of  the  popular  principles,  to  be  burned  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman  !  and  the  fpeech,  which  it  was  ufual  upon  fuch  occafions 
for  the  attorney-general  to  deliver,  was  replete  with  pointed  cenfures  againft  the  extra- 

?■  The  juftice  of  this  affertioii  may  be  decided  by  a  reference  to  the  former  parts  of  this  Hiftory. 
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vagant  pretenfions  or  the  Tiers  Etat.  They  foon  after  fummoned  to  their  bar  the  au- 
thor and  printer  of  a  petition,  ftiled,  the  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  to 
which  fignatures  were  folicited  by  advertifements  and  circular  letters.  Having  heard  the 
parties,  they  iffued  a  ftrict  prohibition  for  the  future  againft  fuch  advertifements,  and  the 
public  expofure  of  petitions  for  fignature,  as  contrary  to  good  order,  and  capable  of  being 
applied,  by  ill-intentioned  perfons,  to  the  worft  of  purpofes. 

But  the  exertions  of  the  magiftrates  to  check  the  fpirit  of  popular  inquietude,  and  to 
ftifle  the  jealoufy  and  difTention  which  prevailed  between  the  different  orders  that  were 
to  compofe  the  ftates,  proved  fruitlefs  and  ineffectual.  The  commons,  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  the  fubmiffionof  the  nobility  to  an  equal  taxation,  and  to  contribute  in  fu- 
ture a  due  proportion  in  the  railing-  of  fubfidies,  fought  to  overthrow  all  privileges  what- 
ever ;  and  would  not  confider  that  as  a  conceffion,  which  they  claimed  as  an  abfolute 
right.  This  idea  of  extinguifhing  all  claims  founded  upon  ancient  ufage,  compact,  or 
privilege,  was  carried  fo  far  as  to  trench,  in  fome  refpedts,  upon  private  property,  and,  in 
one  inftance,  to  affect  the  circumftances  of  a  numerous  order  of  the  ftate,  many  of  whom 
were  little  able  to  bear  fuch  a  lofs.  For  many  of  the  lords  had,  ages  fince,  whether 
upon  principles  of  kindnefs  or  mutual  utility,  releafed  their  peafanfs  from  that  ftate 
of  vaffalage  in  which  they  were  then  holden,  and  received  from  them  certain  fixed  rents 
as  a  compenfation  for  their  lands;  but,  under  the  prefent  projected  fyftem  of  general 
equality,  it  was  taught  to  be  an  intolerable  grievance  and  oppreffion,  to  pay  a  price  for 
the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  and  goods  of  nature  to  which  every  man  was,  as  fuch, 
equally  entitled.  Several  feudal  rights  and  fervices  were  likewife  ftill  retained  in  moft  or 
all  the  lordfhips  or  manors,  fome  of  which  were  commuted  for  in  money,  though  the 
major  part  of  them  were  difcharged  in  kind.  The  total  lofs  of  thefe  rents  and  fervices, 
without  any  compenfation,  would  have  been  very  feverely  felt  by  the  lower  nobility, 
who  were  very  numerous,  and  who,  being  obliged  to  fupport  a  certain  degree  of  rank  in 
very  confined  circumftances,  could  expect  nothing  lefs  than  utter  ruin  and  mifery  to 
their  families,  when  to  this  defalcation  from  their  narrow  incomes,  was  to  be  added  the 
{hare  which  they  were  in  future  to  contribute  towards  the  fupport  of  the  ftate. 

For  the  nobility,  who,  moft  fatally  for  themfelves,  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  fo  tena- 
cioufly  adhered  to  their  pecuniary  exemptions,  that  they  would  not  afford  the  fmalleft 
aid  to  extricate  their  fovereign  or  the  public  from  the  emergencies  in  which  they  were 
involved,  and  had  thereby  opened  the  way  to  all  the  fubfequent  calamities,  were  now  be- 
come not  only  fully  fenfible  of  their  error,  but  began  to  perceive  and  to  feel  fome  part  of 
the  growing  danger  of  theirfituation  The  dukes  and  peers  of  France  had  already  prefented 
a  memorial  to  the  king,  offering  to  bear  their  due  proportion  of  the  public  charges,  and, 
fo  far  as  they  could,  anfwering  for  the  reft  of  the  nobility  as  holding  the  fame  fenti- 
ments;  and  they  were  fupported  in  this  engagement  by  the  public  declarations  or  avowed 
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diipofition  of  the  nobles  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  fcafon  was  now 
part  !  and  the  popular  ferment  was  grown  to  fuch  a  height,  that  all  hope  of  conciliation 
feenied  at  an  end. 

No  equalization  of  taxes,  no  melioration  of  their  own  condition,  no  exaltation  of 
their  political  importance  in  the  ftate,  feemed  now  capable  of  affording  any  gratification 
to  the  commons,  while  the  other  two  claffes  poffeffed  a  fingle  privilege,  or  any  degree 
of  confequence  diftin£l  from  the  general  mafs.  As  the  writers,  as  well  as  the  orators, 
and  thofe  numerous  fe£ts  who  were  deemed  philofophers,  were  almoft  all  on  the  popular 
fide,  fo  the  tenures  of  the  nobility  were  rendered  fo  odious  in  the  numberldfs  writings 
which  were  hourly  publifhed  on  the  fubject:,  and  their  privileges,  claims,  conduct,  and 
fervices  placed  in  fuch  ridiculous  and  degrading  points  of  view,  that  the  nobles  thought 
it  neceffary  to  iffue  a  declaration  in  their  own  defence,  wherein  they  infifted  that  their 
feudal  rights  were  inviolable  property,  coeval  with  their  cftates,  and  equally  acquired  by 
the  valour  of  their  ancefiors:  that  they  had  been  efbbliftied  by  the  original  conftitution 
of  the  country,  and  confirmed  by  the  fan&ion  of  unnumbered  laws,  and  untold  ages. 
But  this  declaration,  inffead  of  producing  any  good  effect,  or  contributing  in  any  degree 
to  allay  the  prevailing  animofity,  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  unpopularity  and  odium  under 
which  the  nobility  already  laboured. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  ftricteft  union*,  would  have  been  indifpenfably  requifite  to 
refifl:  the  defigns  that  were  formed  againft  the  whole  of  their  immunities  and  diftinctions, 
the  nobility  were  divided  by  various  jealoufies  among  themfelves,  and  fplit  into  violent 
factions.  That  fuperiority  affumed  by  the  dukes  and  peers  of  France,  from  their  pof- 
feffing  feats  in  the  parliament,  and  from  their  being  confidered  as  the  hereditary  counfel- 
lors  of  the  crown,  though  fandVioned  by  the  prescription  of  centuries,  and  hitherto,  like 
other  ancient  eftabhfhments,  paffed  over  without  exciting  much  care  or  enquiry,  became, 
in  this  feafon  of  innovation,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  reftlefs  fpirit  which  mark- 
ed the  genius  and  temper  of  the  time,  an  object  of  much  diffatisfaction  and  envy  with 
thofe  nobles,  the  extent  of  whofe  pofleffions,  the  antiquity  or  public  fervice  of  whofe 
families,  or  both  thefe  confederations  united,  led  them  to  regard  themfelves  as  equally  en- 
titled to  fo  flattering  a  diftinction. 

In  the  fame  manner,  and  as  if  the  fpirit  of  diflention  were  contagious,  the  parliament 
were  themfelves  convulfed  by  internal  divifions.  For  the  places  of  judges  having,  by 
degrees,  become,  in  a  great  meafure,  hereditary,  the  fon  ufually  fucceeding  the  father  in 
his  office,  the  grievance  was  confidered  as  intolerable  by  the  barrifters,  who  faw  them- 
felves nearly  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  ever  attaining  to  thofe  emoluments  and  diffinctions, 
which  they  juffly  confidered  as  the  proper  objects  of  profeflional  ambition,  as  the  due  re- 
wards of  merit  and  ability,   and  as  neceffary  encouragements  to  affiduity,  labour,  and 
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exertion.  They  accordingly  formed  a  ftrong  party  againft  the  judges,  and  their  efforts 
were  directed,  not  unfuccefsfully,  to  injure  them  in  the  public  opinion.  The  conduct 
of  the  judges,  too,  afforded  great  fcope  for  animadverfion  ;  they  were  frequently  incorrect 
in  their  decifions  ;  and  wrong  was  fometimes  confirmed  or  eftablifhed  :  in  fome  criminal 
cafes  of  great  notoriety,  which  had  awakened  the  attention  or  excited  the  horror  of  all  Eu- 
rope, the  innocent  were  condemned  to  fuffer  the  moft  cruel  punifhments  which  the  law 
permitted  for  the  higheft  degrees  of  guilt.  Of  thisdefcription  was  the  trial  of  the  un- 
fortunate Calas,  who  fell  a  victim  to  the  deteflable  bigotry  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the 
parliament  of  Thouloufe  ;  and  that  of  Salmon,  a  young  woman  of  Normandy,  fen- 
tenced,  by  the  courts  of  that  province,  to  be  committed,  alive,  to  the  flames,  for  a  crime, 
with  refpect  to  which  there  were  not  only  not  the  fmallefi:  grounds  to  fanction  a  fuppofi- 
tion  of  her  guilt,  but  the  ftrongeft;  reafons  tofuperinducea  belief  that  it  was  committed  by 
others19.  Whenever  cafes  like  thefe  occurred,  which  were,  happily,  not  frequent,  the 
pleading  advocates  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  great  popularity  by  the 
courage  and  eloquence  with  which  they  defended  the  injured  and  oppreffed  :  they  boldly 
controverted  and  arraigned,  and  fometimes  fuccefsfully,  the  opinions  of  the  judges  ;  and 
when  their  efforts  proved  fruitlefs,  if  the  cafe  were  fufficiently  clear,  they  appealed  to 
the  world,  by  publifhing  their  proceedings.  But  it  will  eafily  be  conceived,  that  in 
this  eager  chace  of  popularity  they  frequently  overfhot  the  mark;  and  that  anxious  to 
obtain  victory  they  ftrained  and  warped  the  law  from  its  ufual  and  natural  bias,  to  make 
it  fuit  the  immediate  purpofe.  They,  however,  gained  their  point,  in  rendering  both 
the  judges  and  the  courts  odious ;  and  were  indifferent,  as  to  the  confequenccs,  under  a 
reliance,  that  their  own  legal  knowledge  and  abilities  would,  in  all  cafes,  and  in  any 
change  that  could  take  place,  be  indifpenfably  neceffary. 

The  French  parliaments  boafted  a  peculiar  nobility  of  their  own,  originating  from  par- 
ticular office  and  rank.  It  feemed,  as  if  fome  fatality  had,  at  this  turbulent  and  dan- 
gerous period  prompted  feveral  of  thefe  provincial  bodies  to  become  diffatisfied  with  their 
former  privileges  and  honours,  and  to  attempt  the  introduction  of  a  new  regulation,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  exclude  all  but  gentlemen — that  is  the  lower  nobility — from  their 
refpective  affemblies.  A  greater  infult  or  injury  could  not  have  been  offered  to  the  third 
eftate,  than  this  meafure  of  folly  and  vanity,  if  time  had  been  afforded  for  carrying  it 
into  effect ;  it  having  long  been  one  of  the  moft  oppreflive  grievances  of  that  body,  that 
nearly  all  promotions,  whether  civil,  military,  naval,  or  ecclefiaftical,  were  monopolized 
by  the  nobles.  The  affront  and  intended  injury  were  the  more  galling  to  the  commons, 
as  being  offered  by  men  who  were  drawn  from  the  common  mafs  of  citizens,  but  who 

J9  Fortunately,  this  injured  woman  was  refcued  from  impending  deftruftion,  by  the  interpofition  of  a  nobleman, 
who,  convinced  of  the  injuftice  of  the  fentence,  appealed,  in  her  behalf,  to  the  council  ef  ftate,  by  which  fhe  was 
honourably  acquitted.    This  happened  in  1785. 
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now  regarded  their  fellows  with  fuch  marked  difdain,  that  they  would  ever  prevent  them 
from  poinding  the  fame  advantage,  Thefe  circumftances  ferved  to  render  the  parlia- 
ments not  only  unpopular  but  odious  ;  and  deprived  them  of  that  pity  and  refpedl  which 
would  otherwife,  have  accompanied  their  fubfequent  fall. 

Other  prevalent  caufes  operated  in  difuniting  and  weakening  the  nobility.  Many  of 
the  molt  neceflitous,  the  molt  turbulent,  or  the  moil:  profligate,  rejoiced  in  the  prefent 
ferment ;  they  wifhed  for  tumult  and  commotion,  a  ftate  of  things  by  which  they  could 
lofe  but  little,  but  whence  the  eagernefs  of  hope  and  defire  flattered  them  with  profpeCaS1 
of  great  public  advantage.  Thefe  eagerly  fought  popularity  at' any  price,  and  at  al! 
events,  without  any  more  regard  to  the  benefit  or  fecurity  of  their  particular  order,  than 
to  the  general  good  of  the  ftate.  Some,  of  high  rank  and  great  power,  were  fuppofed  td 
enrertain  views  of  a  remote  but  dangerous  ambition,  which  could  have  no  other  hope  of 
obtaining  its  end,  but  what  was  founded  on  the  diforders  produced  by  fome  great  <eonvul- 
fion  in  the  ftate.  Upon  this  principle,  it  was  their  intereir/  to  promote,  by  whatever 
means,  the  prefent  ferment;  and  to  augment,  as  far  as  might  lie,  the  rage  and  violence  of 
the  people,  as  being  the  proper  difpofitions  for  rendering  themy  at  a  fubfequent  period^ 
ufeful  andaftive  inftraments  in  the  profecution  of  their  own  defigns. 

The  fpirit  of  difcord,  grown  extremely  prevalent,  extended  to  the  clergy,  who  were 
little  more  united  among  themfelves  than  the  other  claffes  of  the  people.  The  Cure's, 
or  parifh  priefts,  who  lived  among  and  affociated  with  the  commons,  had  very  generally, 
though  not  in  an  equal  degree,  imbibed  many  of  the  popular  notions  and  opinions.  But 
there  was  a  peculiar  grievance  relative  to  themfelves,  which,  though  patiently  borne, 
they  had  long  juftly  repined  at.  This  was  the  monopoly  which  the  nobility  had,  al- 
moft  invariably,  poflefled  of  nearly  all  the  dignities  and  emoluments  in  the  church, 
which,  independent  of  the  evil  refulting  from  the  vexation,  jealoufy,  and  envy  which  it 
naturally  occafioned,  could  not  but  have  a  fatal  tendency  to  the  difcouragement  of 
learning,  virtue,  and  piety,  among  the  inferior  clergy,  and  the  diligent  exercife  of  thofe 
duties  which  require  fuch  conftant  care  in  the  application,  and  are  fo  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  in  that  body. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  in  a  general  committee  of  the  Notables,  the 
prince  of  Conti  read  and  delivered  a  note  to  Monfieur,  as  prefident  of  the  commit- 
tee, containing  a  declaration,  that  he  owed  it  to  hisconfcience,  his  birth,  and  the  prefent 
crifis  of  public  affairs,  to  enter  his  proteft  agaihft  the  inundation  that^xifted  of  icanda- 
lous  publications,  which  diftufed  trouble  and  divifion  throughout  the  kingdom.  The 
monarchy,  he  maintained,  was  attacked  !  a  blow  was  aimed  at  its  exiftence  !  and  the 
moment  was  at  hand !  It  was  impoflible  that  the  king  fhould  not,  at  length,  open  his 
eyes,  and  that  his  brothers  fhould  not  call  upon  him  to  do  fo :  it  was  neceflary  to  the 
{lability  of  the  throne,  of  the  laws,  and  of  order,  that  all  new  fyftems  fhould  be  for  ever 
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profcribed;  and  that  the  confHtution,  with  the  ancient  forms,  fhould  be  preferved  entire. 
This  note  was  laid  before  the  king,  who  returned  it  with  an  intimation,  that  the  fubje£t 
of  it  was  totally  foreign  from  thofe,  for  the  difcuffion  of  which  the  Notables  had  been 
aflembled ;  that  he  therefore  forbade  them  to  take  it  into  their  confideration  ;  and  that 
the  princes  of  the  blood  ought  toaddrefs  themfelves  directly  to  him,  when  they  had  any- 
thing to  communicate  which  they  conceived  might  be  ufeful  to  him. 

The  Notables  were  difTolved  on  the  twelfth  of  December,  and  two  days  after  that 
event  a  mcmor'.al  was  prefented  to  the  king  by  the  princes  of  the  blood  who  had  fat  in  that 
affembly,  with  the  exception  of  Monfieur  and  th»duke  of  Orleans-,  enforcing  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  prince  of  Conti.  They  affirmed,  that  the  ftate  was  in  inftant  danger ; 
that  a  revolution  was  gradually  taking  place  in  the  principles  of  government;  and  that 
the  prelent  fermentation  of  men's  minds  furniihed  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  ef- 
fected: inftitutions,  hitherto  deemed  facred,  and  by  which  the  monarchy  had  flourished 
for  ages,  were  now  difputed  as  problematical,  or  decried  as  unjuft;  the  publications 
that  had  appeared  during  the  fitting  of  the  Notables;-  the  memorials  that  had  been 
framed  by  different  provinces,  cities,  and  corps  ;  their  object  and  their  ftyle,  announced  a 
regular  fyftem  of  infubordination,  and  a  determined  contempt  for  the  laws  of  the  ftate. 
Every  writer  erected  himfelf  into  a  leeiflatoi  :  eloquence,  and  an  art  of  writing,  without 
information,- without  ftudy,  ir.d  without;  experience,  were  thought  qualifications  fuffi- 
cient  to  enable  men  to  regulate  the  fate  of  empires:  fuch  was  the  tremendous  progrefs  of 
this  effei  vefcence,  ;%  ;>  opj  >cns,  which,  a  ihort  time  fince,  would  have  been  deemed 
the  molt  reprehenfible,  now  appeared  reafonable  and  juft;  and  thofe,  at  which  men  of 
honour  now  ftarted,  would  perhaps  fometime  hence  be  regarded  as  perfectly  legitimate 
and  regular  They  afked,  who  could  fet  bounds  to  the  temerity  of  opinion  ?  The  rights 
of  the  throne  had  alread"  been  difputed  ;  the  rights  of  the  two  orders  were  now  called  in 
queftion  ;  the  rights  01  property  would  fhortly  be  invaded,  and  the  unequal  diftribution 
of  we:ltii  be  confidered  asa  matter  dtfervmg  of  reform. 

The  jealoufy  and  diflike  between  the  nobility  and  commons  was  daily  encreafing,  and 
itrongly  indicating  mifchiefs  and  evils,  which  it  fhould  have  been  the  great  obieel:  of  a 
wife  and  prudent  government  to  prevent  or  evade.  For  the  difpofition  of  the  nobles  to 
fubject  their  eftates  in  future  to  a  proportional  fhare  of  the  public  burdens,  afforded,  as  we 
have  already  feen,  nofatisfaeYioivto  the  commons;  while  the  former  would  have  this  con- 
fidered merely  as  a  conceffion  of  favour,  but  by  no  means  as  a  derelidtion  of  their  right 
of  exemption,'  As  the  point  was  given  up,  however,  it  was  of  little  confequence  in 
what  mode  the  conceffion  was  made  ;  but  the  chief  bone  of  contention  was  the  queftion 
of  amalgamation,  or  the  three  orders  fitting  and  voting  in  common  in  one  general  af- 
fembly. This  point  the  commons  were  determined,  if  poffible,  to  carry  at  all  events ; 
-deeming  every  other  acquifition  imperfed  and  of  little  value,  without  the  ftrength  and 
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efficacy  which  this  was  capable  of  communicating;  while  the  nobility  in  general  were  as 
violent  on  its  rejection.  But  a  part  of  their  own  body  eftablifhed  an  alarming  precedent 
ngainft  the  conduct  and  fentiments  of  the  great  majority;  for  at  the  provincial  meeting 
of  the  ftates  of  Dauphiny,  the  nobles  and  clergy  were  not  only  coalefced  into  one  com- 
mon mafs  with  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  but  it  was  determined  by  that  affem- 
bly,  that  their  deputies  to  the  States-General  fliould  be  inftructed  to  fupport  ftedfaftly 
the  queftion  of  amalgamation,  and  to  give  weight  and  currency  to  it  from  their  own 
example,  by  neither  fitting  nor  voting  in  any  other  manner. 

The  commons  of  Brittany,  who,  from  the  union  of  that  province  with  France,  had 
to  the  prefent  day  retained  fome  greater  portion  of  freedom  than  any  others  in  the  king- 
dom, and  who  had  for  fome  time  been  in  habits  of  licentioufnefs  and  diforder,  being  now 
fired  by  the  example  of  Dauphiny,  infifted  that  their  ftates  fhould  be  modelled  in  the 
fame  manner;  but  this  being  peremptorily  refufed  by  the  gentlemen,  who  thought  it  a 
moft  ungrateful  return  for  the  zeal,  fpirit,  and  rifque,  with  which  they  had  fupported  the 
public  rights,  againft  the  tyrannical  defigns  and  attempts  of  the  late  adminiftration,  the 
differences  became  fo  warm,  and  the  contending  parties  fo  much  enraged,  that  the  coun- 
try was  for  feveral  weeks  in  a  ftate  nearly  approaching  to  a  civil  war. 

M.  Neckar  has  been  defervedly  cenfured  for  not  having  ufed  the  means  which  his 
official  fituation,  and  ftill  more  his  popularity,  feemed  to  place  in  his  hands,  of  endea- 
vouring, previous  to  the  elections,  or  even  after,  to  allay  the  ferment  which  prevailed  in 
the  nation,  to  conciliate  fome,  or  to  gain  over  others  of  the  jarring  factions,  rnd  above 
all  things,  to  endeavour  to  heal  or  to  foften  the  animofities  between  the  commons  and 
the  nobility  ;  which,  as  the  latter  were  willing  to  refign  their  exemption  with  refpect 
to  taxation,  and  might  probably  have  been  led  to  farther  conceffions,  did  not  by  any 
means  feem  an  unattainable  object.  Nothing  of  this  fort,  was,  however,  attempted  ; 
every  thing  was  committed  to  chance,  or  fuffered  to  purfue  that  bias  from  which  it  re- 
ceived its  original  direction,  while  the  minifter,  confident  in  hope,  and  looking  to  the 
States- General  with  a  degree  of  idolatry,  as  the  fummit  of  all  poffible  perfection,  feemed 
to  rufh  blindly  on,  trufting,  in  defiance  of  the  hiftory  and  experience  of  paft  times,  to 
find  in  that  body,  a  remedy  for  all  the  political  evils  of  the  ftate. 

A.  D.  1789  ]  In  order  to  fecure  his  favourite  point  of  the  double  reprefentation  of 
the  commons,  a  meafure  indifputably  juft,  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  king,  in  which 
he  rendered  himfelf  perfonally  refponfible  for  its  fuccefs,  anddefired  that  he  might  be  made 
the  facrifice  to  its  failure,  or  at  leaft  to  its  production  of  any  finifter  event  2°.    The  king, 

>9  It  is  remarkable,  that  while  in  this  piece,  M.  Neckar  drew  an  imaginary  picture  of  fome  of  the  effects  which 
really  enfued,  he  feemed  fcarcely  to  confider  them  as  being  within  the  verge  of  poflibility,  or  to  think  that  there 
was  fufficient  turpitude  in  mankind  for  their  production. 
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who  had  received  a  minifter  from  the  people,  merely  in  the  hope  of  thereby  restoring 
tranquillity  to  the  public,  and  quiet  to  himfelf,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hazard  fo  de- 
fired  an  object  by  any  interference  of  his  own  in  counteracting  his  defigns.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  fentiment,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  he  iffued  a  decree,  framed  or  dic- 
tated by  the  minifter,  which  granted  to  the  third  eftate  a  double  reprefentation,  but, 
through  fome  unaccountable  neglect  or  infatuation,  left  untouched  that  inoft  effential 
queftion  of  amalgamation,  and  confequently  of  the  ftates  fitting  in  one,  two,  or  three 
chambers. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  unfortunate,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  then  this 
omiffion ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  confidered  as  the  principal  caufe  of  the  evils  which  enfued. 
The  king's  decifion  on  the  fubject  would  have  been  final,  and  not  only  willingly  fubmitted 
to,  but  was  expected  and  wifhed;  for  none  of  the  parties  had  yet  called  in  queftion  the 
plenitudeof  his  authority,  until  the  meeting  of  the  ftates,  to  act  as  provifionary  legifla- 
tor.  Nor  did  it  require  an v  great  fagacity  to  forefee,  that  the  great  point  of  a  double 
reprefentation  being  gained  by  the  third  eftate,  while  the  other,  of  amalgamating  thethree 
orders  into  one,  was  left  open  and  undecided,  they  would  immediately  endeavour  to  feize 
the  advantage  thus  offered,  and  that  their  fuccefs  in  the  firft  inftance  would  render  them 
infinitely  more  ftrenuous  and  impetuous  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  the  fecond,  which 
could  alone  communicate  that  full  efficacy  to  the  double  reprefentation,  which  was  the 
object  of  their  wifh.es  and  exertions. 

But  though  confequences  which  might  have  been  forefeen  were,  in  the  blindnefs  of 
confidence,  overlooked,  fome  well-judged  propofals  were,  neverthelefs,  made  for  molli- 
fying or  correcting  this  ftate  of  things,  and  for  conciliating  the  animofity  of  the  par- 
ties:  for  the  nobles  had  bound  themfelves,  by  a  folemn  oath,  never  to  fubmit  to  the 
amalgamating  or  confolidating  fyftem,  fo  far  as  to  fit  or  to  vote  in  one  common 
afTembly. 

One  of  thefe  fchemes  was,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  fhould 
be  united  in  one  afTembly  ;  and  fhould  fupply,  at  leaft  in  a  certain  degree,  the  place  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  in  England  ;  while  the  third  eftate  fhould  fit  by  itfelf,  under  the  name 
of  the  houfe  of  Commons. 

The  fecond  fcheme  was  much  more  comprehenfive.  It  propofed,  like  the  other,  to 
unite  the  clergy  and  nobility  in  one  houfe;  but  to  reftrict  the  number  of  feats  poffeffed 
by  both  to  a  certain  given  and  proportionate  number  ;  that  the  clergy  .fhould  be  chofen 
by  rotation;  that  the  nobles  fhould  poflefs  a  certain  given  quantity  of  land  to  qualify 
them  for  election;  but,  in  order  that  the  fervices  of  merit  and  ability  fhould  not  be  loft 
to  the  public,  nor  utility  facrificed  to  forms,  that  the  eldefi  fons  or  immediate  heirs  of 
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thefe  noble  pofTeflbrs  fhould  be  Hkewife  qualified  to  fill  feats,  if  elected;  and  laftly,  to 
enlarge  the  fphere  of  reprefentation  in  the  third  eftate,  to  remove  prejudices,  and  to 
unite  every  rank  and  clafs  of  the  people  in  one  common  intereft,  that  the  nobility  at 
large,  as  well  as  the  clergy,  who  were  not  appointed  to  the  upper,  but  lefs  numerous, 
aflembly,  fhould  be  qualified  to  be  elected  by  the  commons  as  their  reprefentatives  in 
the  third  eftate  :  the  number  to  be  ftill  reftri&ed,  though,  to  its  original  defignation. 

It  was  maintained  by  the  framers  and  fupporters  of  this  fcheme  that  it  was  calculated 
to  produce  an  excellency  of  conftitution,  and  a  juft  fitnefs,  due  proportion,  ftrength, 
and  fecurity  of  all  the  parts  of  government.  For  they  reprefented,  that  connterpoifes 
would  be  thus  provided  to  every  diftinct  power  in  the  ftate;  that  each  would  operate  as  a 
check  and  regulator  to  the  others,  and  prevent  all  excefs  in  any  ;  that,  under  fuch 
guards,  it  would  become  impoflible  for  any  one  to  devour  all  the  others  :  and  that, 
thus,  the  mod  valuable  parts  of  the  Englifh  conftitution  would  be  obtained,  without 
any  of  its  defects. 

But  the  views  of  the  commons  were  now  fo  much  extended,  and  their  defires  fomuch 
inflamed  by  the  near  profpecl.  of  placing  all  the  powers  of  the  ftate  in  one  fingle  aflembly, 
that  no  propofal  that  was  incompatible  withthat  plan  could  be  attended  to  with  patience. 
Pride,  arrogance,  and  vanity  foon  found  popular  reafons  for  the  rejection  of  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal. They  urged  that  it  would  be  difgraceful  in  the  laft  degree  for  the  greatejl  and 
mojl  enlightened  nation  in  Europe  to  borrow  a  conftitution  from  another  country.  They 
poffefled  wifdom  and  philofophy  fufficient  for  modelling  and  regulating  their  own  go- 
vernment, without  fubmitting  to  the  fhameful  degradation  of  being  indebted  to  the  aid 
of  foreigners.  This  idea  had  fuch  force,  that  it  became  for  a  confiderable  time  a  fixed 
principle  neither  to  borrow  from,  nor  to  imitate  England  in  any  refpect  whatever,  relative 
to  the  ftate  and  government. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  the  king  fent  his  circular  letters  for  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  States-General  at  Verfailles.  Thefe  fet  forth  that  he  flood  in  need  of  the  aid 
of  his  faithful  fubjects,  to  enable  him  to  furmount  the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  in- 
volved, reipecYing  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  to  eftablilh,  agreeably  to  his  wifhes,  a 
fteady,  conftant,  and  invariable  order  in  every  part  of  government,  that  interefted  the 
happinefs  of  his  people,  and  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom:  fuch  were  the  motives 
which  had  determined  him  to  convene  the  aflembly  of  the  Antes  in  all  the  provinces  in 
his  dominion*,  in  order  that  they  might  not  only  advife  and  aflifl  him  in  all  thofe  objects 
which  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  their  confideration,  but  likewife  make  known  the  wifhes 
and  grievances  of  Jus  fubjects;  fo  that,  by  a  mutual  confidence,  and  a  reciprocal  love  be- 
tween the  fovereign  and  the  nation,  an  efficacious  remedy  might  be  a^  lied,  as  foon  as 
poflible,  to  the  diluidcrs  of  the  ftate,  and  abufes  of  every  kind  be  reformed  and  prevented, 
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by  fuch  good  and  folic!  means  as  were  proper  to  give  permanence  to  the  public  happinefs,  and 
particularly  to  reftore  that  calm  and  tranquillity  of  which  he  had  fo  long  been  deprived  : 
he,  therefore,  proclaimed  his  intention  of  afTembling  the  flates,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
April,  in  the  town  of  Verfailles  ;  and  exprefTed  his  defire  that  fome  of  the  mod  refpect- 
able  perfons  of  each  province,  bailiwick,  and  fenefchalfhip  would  attend.  The  officers 
to  whom  the  letters  were  addrefled  were  then  ordered  to  convene,  in  their  refpective 
towns,  without  delay,  the  moft  proper  of  the  three  clafles  of  their  bailiwicks  or  fenefchal  • 
ihips,  that  they  might  confer  and  communicate  together  on  the  fubjects  of  complaints, 
grievances,  and  remonftrances,  and  the  means  and  advice  they  might  have  to  propof:  r:» 
the  general  afTembly  of  the  ftates  ;  and,  afterwards,  chufe  and  nominate  fuch  perfons  as 
were  worthy  that  diftinguifhed  mark  of  confidence,  on  account  of  their  integrity  and 
fuperior  talents.  The  letters  then  ftated,  that  the  deputies  or  reprefentatives  of  the  pro- 
vinces, bailiwicks,  and  fenefchal  (hips  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  proper  inftructions,  and 
fufficient  power  to  propofe,  remonftrate,  advife,  and  confent  to  every  thing  that  might 
concern  the  prefent  or  future  wants  of  the  ftate,  the  reform  of  abufes,  the  eftablifhment 
of  fteady  and  permanent  order  in  every  branch  of  the  adminiftration,  the  general  pro- 
fperity  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  welfare  of  all  and  each  of  his  majefty's  fubjecls  ;  and 
they  concluded  with  an  afTurance,  that,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  the  be  ft  good-will  and 
difpofition  fhould  be  found  for  maintaining  and  executing  whatever  fhould  be  conceited 
between  him  and  the  ftates,  whether  refpedYmg  the  impofts  they  fhould  agree  upon,  or 
forthe  eftablifhment  of  a  conftant  rule  in  all  parts  of  the  adminiftration,  or  on  the  public 
order  ;  and  that  the  king  would  alk,  and  liften  favourably  to,  their  advice,  on  whatever 
might  intereft  the  good  of  the  nation;  redrefs  their  grievances,  and  attend  to  their  pro- 
posals ;  fo  that  the  kingdom,  and  all  his  fubjects  in  particular,  might  ever  feel  the  falutary 
effe&s  of  fo  noble  and  fo  grand  an  afTembly. 

In  confequence  of  this  notice,  moft  of  the  deputies  afiembled  at  Verfailles  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  April;  but  the  numerous  deputation  from  Paris,  as  well  as  the  mul- 
titude of  electors,  occafioned  fo  much  delay  in  the  elections  of  that  city,  that  the  king 
thought  it  necefTary  to  defer  the  opening  of  the  afTembly  to  the  fourth  of  May.  The 
parties  who  were  thus  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  clam  together  and  mew 
their  animofity  at  Verfailles,  were  foon  diftinguifhed  and  arranged  under  their  refpeclive 
leaders,  before  the  formal  opening  of  the  afTembly.  They  were  claffed  under  three  great 
divifions,  and  thefe  fubdivided  into  fmaller  parties. 

The  firft  was  the  ariftocratic  party,  who  were  determined  to  fupport,  at  all  events  and 
at  all  hazards,  the  ancient  form  and  mode  of  proceeding,  by  a  feparation  of  the  ftates 
into  three  chambers,  and  by  each  chamber  poflefling  its  refpe&ive  veto,  or  negative  on 
the  others.  This  party  was  conliderable,  whether  with  refpeel  to  numbers,  or  to  the  ta- 
lents and  ability  of  its  leaders,  in  both  orders  of  the  nobles  and  of  the' clergy. 

D  d  The 
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The  fccond  divifion  was  that  of  the  middle  or  moderate  party,  who,  though  averfe 
from  continuing  the  diiiincTion  of  three  feparate  orders,  as  a  fyftcm  in  their  opinion  too 
complicated  and  difficult  for  practice,  yet  vvifhed  for  a  conftitution  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  reciprocal  controul,  fuch  as  we  have  already  noticed.  Though  this  party  was 
not  near  fo  numerous  as  the  former,  yet  it  included  names,  both  with  refpedt  to  talents 
and  integrity,  which  ranked  high  among  the  moft  eminent  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  even 
among  the  commons  was  fupported  by  fuch  men  as  Mounier,  Bergaffe,  and  Malouet. 

The  lad,  but  the  great  and  triumphant  divifion,  was  thatdemocratic  party  which  was  def- 
tined  to  fwallow  up  all  others,  and  to  level  all  diftindtions  in  the  duft,  from  the  fceptre 
to  the  crofs  of  Saint  Louis.  This  party  comprehended  the  moft  violent  and  turbulent 
fpirits  in  the  Third  Ellate,  among  whom  Mirabeau,  not  lefs  celebrated  for  his  talents 
than  marked  for  his  profligacy,  finding  himfelf  rejected  with  contempt  by  his  twn  order, 
obtained  a  feat,  and  foon  became  the  moft  confpicuous  of  their  leaders  ".  Nor  were 
democratic  principles  confined  entirely  to  the  Third  Eftate  ;  they  were  adopted  with  no 
h  fs  violence  by  the  bifliop  of  Autun  and  the  abbe  Gregoire,  who  headed  a  party  among 
the  clergy. 

Theduke  of  Orleans, too,unreftrainedby  all  the  principles  that  operate  with  the  greater! 
effect  on  the  bofom  of  honour,  unchecked  by  the  potent  confiderations  that  refult  from 
birth  and  flat  ion,  by  the  allurements  of  dignified  rank,  by  the  bonds  of  friendfhip,  and  the  ties 
of  blood  ;  burfting  through  thofe  impediments,  and  breaking  down  thofe  barriers  which 
nature  has  wifejy  oppofed  to  the  deftrudtive  torrent  of  human  paffions,  which  reafon  has 
ftrengthened,  and  juftice  confirmed,  adopted  a  line  of  conduct  which  had  for  its  object 
the  gratification  of  an  ambition,  unprecedented,  in  its  aim  and  extent,  in  the  hiftory  of 
modern  times,  and  attainable  only  by  the  facrifice  of  all  that  virtue  holds  dear,  and  huma- 
nity confecrates ; — this  prince  had,  upon  the  change  of  miniftry,  been  releafed  from  his 
confinement  at  Reinfy  ;  but  inftead  of  repairing  to  court,  he  proceeded  to  his  town  refi- 
dence,  the  Palais  Royal,  which  thenceforth  became  the  focus  of  fedition,  the  center  of 
political  intrigues.     He  there  began  the  execution  of  a  project  he  had  formed  for  attain- 

-'  It  had  hitherto  been  invariably  reckoned  highly  difgraceful  for  a  nobleman  to  become  a  member  of  the  Third 
iftate;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  it  was  holden  no  lefs  difgraceful  to  the  commons  to  elect  a  nobleman  to  be  their 
delegate;  fuch  a  meafure,  befides  other  grounds  of  objection,  being  confidered  as  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that  no 
one  of  theirownclafs  was  pepperly  qualified  to  be  their  reprefentative.  But  all  delicacy  in  this  refpect  was  now,  in 
feveral  instances,  difmilfed  on  both  fides.  Some  of  the  moft  factious  anddefperate  of  the  nobility,  either  defpairing 
of  being  chofen  by  their  own  order,  or  fuppofing,  that  the  Tiers  Etat  would,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  afford  a 
more  ample  field  for  the  difplay  of  their  talents,  as  well  as  a  more  fertile  foil  for  the  propagation  of  their  opinions 
lefigns,  ufed  all  their  intereft  and  addrefs  to  obtain  feats  among  the  commons;  while  fimilar  motives  and  dif- 
pofitions  to  thofe  which  urg«d  them  to  the  application,  operating  with  no  lefs  effect  on  the  other  fide,  they  were 
»cceived  with  open  arms. 

ing 
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ing,  by  all  poflible  means,  a  popularity,  in  the  acquifition  of  which  he  had  hitherto 
through  life  been  fingularly  unfortunate.  His  immenfe  fortune,  producing  an  annual 
income  of  one  fourth  of  a  million  flerling,  greatly  facilitated,  in  the  prefent  fbte  of 
things,  the  accomplishment  of  this  defign  ".  The  flrcets  were  filled  with  an  innumer- 
able multitude  of  vagabonds,  partly  natives,  but  a  greater  number  outcafls  of  the  differ- 
ent provinces,  who,  deftitute  of  every  neceflary  of  life,  were  ready  to  perform  any  fer- 
vice  of  which  they  were  capable,  for  food  andcloathing.  By  exceflive  largeiTes  in  money  and 
corn,  he  foon became  the  idol  of  that  vaft  and  populous  city  ;  he  feemed  to fucceed  infilling 
the  place  which  had  been  formerly  occupied  by  the  duke  of  Beaufort;  and  to  be  in  a  fair 
way  of  attaining,  as  that  prince  had  done,  tiie  title  of  King  of  the  Mob — the  only  title  he 
was  worthy  to  enjoy  !  It  was  impoflible  that  fuch  a  ma;),  in  fuch  a  fituation  and  fuch 
circumftances,  fhould  be  deflitute  of  a  confiderable  party.  Mirabcau,  and  fome  others, 
of  a  fimilar  defcription,  enlifted  under  his  ftandard,  and  were  juflly  fuppofed  to  be  actu- 
ated in  their  proceedings  by  motives  very  different  from  thofe  which  they  openly  pio 
fefTed.  While  the  duke  himfelf,  enve'oped  in  the  clouds  of  his  Olympus,  was  k 
to  "  ride  on  the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the  ftorm." 


no  wit 


Having  been  chofen  a  member  of  the  ftates  for  his  own  bailiwick  of  CrefTv,  in  Va- 
lois,  he  was  careful  to  provide  a  fanction  for  his  future  conduct,  by  employing  the  abbe 
Sieyes,  who  was  particularly  attached  to  him,  and  whofe  name  flood  high  among  thefpe- 
culative  philofophers  and  politicians  of  the  day,  to  draw  up  his  cahier**  or  inftructions, 
in  the  name  of  that  bailiwick  ;  which  the  abbe  accomplifhed  in  a  manner  that  could  not 
but  afford  content  to  the  moft  eager  wifhes  of  democracy. 

In  the  interval  between  the  firfl  afTembly  of  the  ftates  at  Verfailles,  and  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  their  formal  opening,  when  it  might  have  been  imagined  that  the  expecta- 
tion and  joy  excited  by  fo  new  and  long-defired  an  event  would  have  effectually 
fupprefled   the    murmurs   of   difcontent,   and  filenced  the   voice    of    turbulence,   the 

2*  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  a  character  more  unpopular  than  the  duke  of  Orleans  mofl  defervedly  was,  for 
many  years  previous  to  the  Revolution.  Neither  the  cor.fideration  of  his  elevated  rank,  nor  the  pofleflion  of  his 
enormous  fortune,  could  deter  him  from  the  commifiion  of  acts  that  would  have  inflicted  indelible  Jifgrace  on  a 
man  of  the  lowcft  birth,  and  narrowed  income.  His  numerous  violations,  not  only  of  virtue  and  honour,  but  of 
common  decency  and  common  honefly,  related  to  me,  at  Paris,  by  perfons  whofe  authority  I  am  not  permitted  to 
doubt,  and  on  a  time  when  no  motives  of  party  could  exift  to  ftimulate  perverfion  or  provoke  exaggeration,  were 
fuch  as  befpoke  a  total  dereliction  of  every  fentiment  that  ennobles  and  dignifies  the  human  mind,  and  placed 
him  on  a  level  with  the  meaneft  and  b»feft  of  men. 

*i  We  have  fhewn,  in  former  parts  of  this  Hiftory,  that  itwai  always  cuftomary  in  France,  at  the  election  of 
the  States-General,  for  each  order  in  each  diftrict  to  prefent  a  memorial  of  grievances,  accompanied  with  inflruc- 
tions, to  its  peculiar  deputy  ;  which  memorials  or  inflructions  were  called  cahiers;  and  by  thefe  the  deputies  were 
fuppofed  to  be  bound  in  their  political  conduct. 

D  d  2  populace 
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populace  of  the  capital  determined  to  exhibit  to  the  collected  reprefentatives  of  the  king- 
dom an  e.irly  and  notable  fpecimen  of  the  ferocity  of  their  manners,  and  of  their  incur- 
able dilpofition  to  tumult  and  diforder. 

The  inhabitants  of  every  difuicr,  in  France,  preparatory  to  the  election  of  delegates, 
hold  what  is  called  a  primary  ajfembly,  where  they  choofe  a  prefcribcd  number  of  electors, 
who  are  to  act  for  the  whole  in  the  choice  of  a  rCprefentative  to  the  ftates.  The  primary 
afTemblies  have  nothing  farther  to  do  with  the  final  election  of  delegates,  nor  have  they 
any  knowledge  who  they  are  to  be  ;  but  they  leave  their  cahlcrs  or  inftrudtions  with  the 
electors,  which  are  by  them  communicated  to  the  reprefentative.  By  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, no  connection  fubfifts  between  the  delegate  and  thofe  whom  he  reprefents,  he 
being  a  deputy  chofen  by  other  deputies,  and  owing  nothing  directly  to  the  good- will  of 
the  people  at  large. 

Thefe  primary  afTemblies,  in  which  cuftom,  and  the  practice  of  expatiating  upon  and 
ftating  grievances  in  their  cahiers,  necefTarily  produced  much  licence  of  fpeech,  and  af- 
forded an  opportunity  to  individuals,  of  every  description,  publickly  to  vent  their  dis- 
contents, would  fcarcely  fail  to  promote  fome  diforders  even  in  well-regulated  focieties ; 
but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Paris,  their  effect  was  highly  and  juflly  dreaded  by  the  mode- 
rate, moft  refpectable,  and  moft  opulent  citizens.  Whether  it  was  to  obviate  thefe  ap- 
prehenfions,  or  that  the  court  thought  it  otherwife  neceflary,  the  French  guards,  who  had 
for  fome  time  been  ftationed  in  that  capital,  now  received  orders  to  double  their  guards, 
and  to  be  conftantly  ready  at  call  to  preferve  order. 

Nothing,  however,  occurred  for  feveral  days,  to  interrupt  the  public  tranquillity ;  but 
it  happened  that  M.  Reveillon,  a  citizen  of  the  firft  order  in  point  of  refpectability  and 
opulence,  and  who  conducted  a  eapital  paper- manufactory,  in  which  he  gave  conftant 
employment  to  a  great  number  of  workmen,  had  prefided,  in  conjunction  with  a  M. 
Henriot,  and  fome  other  of  the  moft  eminent  citizens  in  that  quarter,  at  the  primary 
afTembly  holden  for  the  diftrict  of  Saint  Antoine.  It  is  faid  that,  aflonifhed  at  the 
length  and  yiolence  of  the  political  harangues  delivered  by  fome  of  his  own  workmen, 
Reveillon  could  not  fo  far  govern  his  temper,  as  not  to  fhew  fome  marks  of  difapproba- 
tion  at  their  conduct. 

This  enraged  them  fo  much,  that,  with  a  view  to  fecure  the  mob  in  their  favour,  and 
to  render  his  destruction  inevitable,  his  own  workmen,  whom  he  had  fo  long  employed 
and  maintained,  raifed  the  malicious  and  falfe  report,  that  he  was  at  the  head  of  a  com- 
bination of  manufacturers  and  mafters,  who  had  agreed  to  reduce  the  wages  of  all 
the  journeymen  and  working- people  in  Paris;  and  that  he  had  himfelf  publickly  de- 
clared, 
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clared,  that  their  wages  not  only  greatly  exceeded  their  deferts,  but  were  much  more 
than  was  necefTary  for  the  maintenance  of  them  and  their  families. 

A  report  of  this  nature,  without  regard  to  its  falfihood,  might  have  been  productive 
of  fome  mifchief  in  any  manufacturing  and  populous  place  ;  but  in  the  tumultous  fuburb 
of  Saint  Antoine,  where  the  moft  riotous  difpofition  prevailed,  and  where  the  population 
was  immenfe,  the  cxplofion  it  occafioned  was  inftantaneous  and  univerfal.  The  firfl: 
effect  of  the  rage  of  the  rabble  was  the  burning  of  M.  Reveillon  and  fome  others  in  effi'- 
gy  ;  and  a  detachment  of  guards,  who  were  fent  to  fupprefs  the  tumult,  being  too  weak 
for  thepurpofe,  their  failure  tended  to  encreafe  the  audacity  of  the  mob. 

The  intoxication  and  mutual  communication  produced  in  the  night  fucceeding  this 
temporary  triumph,  were  fufficient  to  prepare  them  for  any  excefs  on  the  enfuing  day. 
They  accordingly  proceeded,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  April,  to  demolish  the  houfe  of 
M.  Reveillon  and  M.  Henriot,  which  they  effectually  accomplifhed  with  great  difpatch. 
A  ftrong  body  of  the  guards,  having  arrived  before  they  could  proceed  any  farther  in  the 
profecution  of  their  defigns,  were  immediately  faluted  with  a  violent  fhower  of  ftones 
and  tiles,  which  they  bore  for  fome  time  with  great  temper;  but  perceiving  that  their 
forbearance  only  ferved  to  render  the  mob  more  daring  and  violent  in  their  attack,  the 
guards  at  length  determined  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  threw  in  a  clofe  and  heavy  fire, 
which  made  confiderable  Slaughter  among  the  rabble**.  A  great  number  were  killed  ; 
the  hofpitals  were  crowded  with  the  wounded  ;  and  terror  immediately  fucceeding  to  in- 
folence,  the  reft  difperfed  with  the  utmoft  precipitation- 


**  Nothing  can  more  ftrongly  demonstrate  the  great  partiality'and  fhameful  inconfiftency  of  the  reverend  Rah  via 
<3e  Saint  JItienne,  than  his  account  of  this  tumult. — "  The  French  and  Swifs  guards" — fays  the  pious  Divine — "for 
"  a  long  time  endured  the  infults  and  attach  of  this  intoxicated  and  outrageous  multitude,  and,  at  length,  received  or- 
"  ders  to  defend  themfelves,  or,  more  frofetly  fpeaking,  to  commit  murder  !!!"  •'  The  croud  was  difperfed  by  the 
"  bayonet  or  ball;  and  feveral  paid  with  their  lives  the  forfeit  of  their  iniquity." — How  men  can  be  faid  to  com- 
mit murder  by  the  act  of  repelling  unprovoked  "  infults  and  attacks,"  which  they  had,  "  for  a  long  time  endured" 
without  any  attempt  at  refiftance,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  conceive.  Nor  is  it  more  eafy  to  comprehend  how  men  that 
are  murdered  can  be  faid  to  have  paid  with  their  lives  "  the  forfeit  of  their  iniquity .'.'!" — It  is  fomewhat  fingular  that 
an  abfurdity  fo  grofs  as  this  fhould  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  the  tranflator  of  Saint  Etienne's  work,  who  cer- 
tainly is  not  fparing  of  his  comments,  where  they  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  text,  or  to  difplay,  in  a  favourable  point  of 
view,  the  fentiments  of  the  author. 

That  the  troops  did  not  receive  orders  to  fire  on  the  mob  until  they  had  been  cruelly  haraffed  (crutUtment.  fatigue's) 
by  their  hoftile  attacks,  is  exprefrly  affirmed  by  the  authors  of  "The  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  1789"  (vol.  i.. 
p.  181),  who  alfo  inform  us  that  the  king  and  his  minifter  haftened  to  make  M.  Pxveillon — whom  they  reprefent 
as  a  virtuous  citizen,  and  as  a  man  who  by  his  exertions  of  ingenuity  and  induflry  had  rendered  great  fervice  to  his 
country — fome  amends  for  the  injury  he  had  fufhined.  On  this  occafion,  they  exclaim  :  "  What  teftimony  can  be  ■ 
"  more  honourable  than  that  of  a  patriot  minifter,  fo  worthy  to  be  a  judge  of  merit  and  virtue,  and  the  kindnefs  of 
«  a  virtuous  king,  fo  worthy  to  reward  them !"    P.  18;. 

it 
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It  was  ffrongly  afTerted,  at  the  time,  that  this  riot  was  not  accidental,  and  did  not  arife 
from  the  affigned  caufes,  nor  from  any  fudden  impulfe  of  the  populace,  but  had  been  in- 
stigated by  iome  of  thu  leaders  of  the  contending  factions,  as  an  experiment  to  try  the 
temper  both  of  the  mob  and  of  the  troops,  and  thence  to  draw  conclufions  which  might, 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  be  applicable  to  certain  cafes.  Thus  far  is  certain,  that  the  court 
and  the  popular  party  charged  each  other  with  being  the  authors  of  it ;  that  each  point- 
ed out  a  great  leader  on  the  oppofite  fide  as  being  the  immediate  inftigatoras;  and  that 
both  parties  afferted,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  that  wretches  who  were  dying  of  their 
wounds  in  the  hofpitals  confefled  they  had  been  hired,  but  either  would  not  or  could  not 
declare  by  whom  — If  either  charge  be  founded,  it  will  be  plain  that  no  means  are  deem- 
ed too  execrable  for  the  purpofes  of  faction  ! 

Though  peace  was  thus  apparently  reftored  to  the  capital,  yet  the  fermentation  among 
the  mob  was  fo  great,  that  it  waseafily  feen  to  be  of  a  very  doubtful  and  precarious  na- 
ture ;  of  which  a  ftronger  proof,  indeed,  cannot  be  afforded,  than  the  circumftance  of 
the  whole  body  of  the  French  guards  in  Paris  being  obliged  to  be  drawn  out,  with  load- 
ed arms,  bayonets  fixed,  and  artillery  planted  in  different  places,  in  order  to  infure  the 
execution  of  two  ruffians,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  very  act  of  plunder*6.  Such  were 
the  fad  aufpices  under  which  the  firft  affemblage  of  the  States-General,  after  a  lapfe  of 
one  hundred  and  feventy-five  years,  was  deftined  to  commence  its  proceedings. 

The  prefent  muff,  certainly  have  been  confidered,  by  all  rational  men,  as  a  period  the 
moft  aweful  and  momentous ;  the  time  for  confolidating  the  welfare  and  felicity  of  an 
immenfe  people  was  at  length  arrived;  the  wifdom  and  ability  of  a  numerous  and  mighty 
nation  were  now  concentrated  under  one  roof;  a  glorious  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
mollify  the  government  by  the  correction  of  abufe,  and  the  impofition  of  falutary  re- 
ffraints ;  and  from  the  labours  of  the  affembly  it  was  reafonable  to  expect,  that  a  fair 
profpect  of  tranquillity  and  happinefs,  through  a  long  courfe  of  fucceeding  ages,  would 
be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity,  by  affixing  fuch  barriers  to  the  exceffes  of  power,  fuch  checks 
upon  licentioufnefs,  andeftablifhing  fuch  fecurities  to  rights,  as  could  not  be  overthrown 
or  fhaken. 

But  one  dreadful  confideration  muff,  it  is  apprehended,  have  occurred  to  all  thinking 
minds,  to  all  attentive  obfervers,  and  have  caff  a  thick  gloom   over  the  flattering   fcene 


25  The  count  d'Artois,  and  the  duke  of  Orleans. 
*4  It  was  in   this  infurre&ion  that  women  were  firft  feen  to  forget  all  the  timidity  natural  to  their  fex,  with  all 
the  reftraints  of  decency  and  decorum  fixed  by  habit  and  opinion,  and  to  mix,  with  more  than  mafcuiine  fury,  in 
fcenes  of  flaughter  and  deftruclion.    It  was  here,  too,  that  men  were  taught  to  difguife  themfelves  in  the  drefsof 
wemen,  thereby  to  evade  the  punifhment  due  to  their  crimes. 

before 
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before  them:  viz.  the  depravity  of  manners,  not  lefs  vicious  than  general,  that  prevailed 
in  the  kingdom.  This  circumftance,  it  is  conceived,  more  than  the  prevailing  dif- 
pofition  to  tumult,  the  dangerous  fpirit  of  innovation,  or  the  dark  machinations  of  con- 
tending factions,  unlefs  thefe  he  confidered  as  arifing  from  that  one  grand  fource  of  uni- 
verfal  corruption,  was  calculated,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  to  excite  prefent  apprehenfions, . 
and  to  influence  future  tranfaclions.  Certain  it  is  that  the  page  of  modern  hiftory  pre- 
fents  not  one  folitary  infiance  of  a  nation  fo  generally  depraved,  fo  diflblute,  vicious, 
profligate,  and  corrupt,  as  were  the  French  at  this  period.  The  depravity  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  higher  orders  of  fociety,  in  which  facility  of  gratification  is  peculiarly  fa* 
vourable  to  its  growth  ;  it  pervaded,  in  at  leaft  an  equal  degree,  the  middle  clafs,  and  in- 
fected, with  its  pefliferous  breath,  even  the  lovveft  orders  of  the  community27.  Where 
virtue  is  holden  in  contempt,  and  the  ties  of  morality  are  defpifed,  the  fair  plant  of  li- 
berty cannot,  rationally,  be  expected  to  thrive. 

"  Liberty,"  fays  the  virtuous  citizen  of  Geneva,  "  is  a  nutritious  food,  but  hard  of 
"  digeftion;  it  requires  a  ftrong  ftomach  to  bear  it— I  laugh  at  thofe  people,  who  prc- 
"  fume  to  talk  of  liberty,  without  having  an  idea  of  it,  and  who  imagine  that  to  be  free 
"  it  fufEces  to  be  mutinous.  .  Proud  and  facred  liberty  !  if  thefe  poor  wretches  could 
"  but  know  you  ;  were  they  aware  at  what  price  you  are  to  be  purchafed  and  preferved  ; 
*«  if  they  were  fenfible  how  much  the  aufterity  of  your  laws  exceeds  the  rigour  of  the 
"  tyrant's  yoke,  their  weak  minds  would  fear  you  a  hundred  times  more  than  they  dread 
"  flavery — they  would  fly  from  you  with  terror,  as  from  a  burden  that  was  ready  to 
«*  crufh  them." 

The  views  of  the  different  parties,  at  this  awful  crifis,  are  thus  briefly  reprefented  by  a 
perfon  well  acquainted  with  them,  and  who  washimfelf  an  aclorof  importance  in  the  fcenes 
then  exhibited  :  "  The  commons  wifh  to  conquer  ;  the  nobles  wifh  to  preferve  what  they 
M  already  poffefs ;  the  clergy  want  to  fee  which  fide  will  be  victorious,  in  order  to  join 
tt  the  conquerors ; — but,  if  any  one  fincerely  wifhes  for  peace,  it  is  the  king37. 

The  States  were  opened  on  the  fourth  of  May,  at  Verfailles,  with  much  pomp  and 
ceremony,  in  a  magnificent  hall  that  had  been  prepared  for  that  purpofe.     At  one  end  of 

27  Left  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  this  affertion  is  founded  on  fulfequent  events,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  fay,  that  it  is 
the  refult  of  ferfonni  obfervation,  during  a  refidence  of  feveral  years  in  France,  as  well  in  the  capital  as  in  the  pro- 
vinces, immediately  previous  to  the  Revolution  ;  that  obfervation  was  particularly  aided  by  opportunities  of  intro- 
duction to  the  higher  circles  of  fafhion  ;  by  an  extenfive  acquaintance  with  the  magiftracy  and  others  of  the  fecond 
clafs ;  and  by  ftricl  enquiries  into,  and  attention  to,  the  fituation  and  manners  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  "people. 
But  a  national  reflection,  of  this  nature,  muft  not  be  confidered  as  applicable  in  its  utmoft  extent ;  it  is  only  meant 
to  be  applied  to  the  majority ;  though  juftice  extorts  the  affirmation,  that  fuch  majority  was  very  cenfiderable  indeed. 
*8  Mcmoire  de  M.  Le  Comte  de  Lally-Tollendal,  0u  Seconde  Lettre  X  fes  Commettans.  p.  23, 
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the  hall,  on  a  fpaee  that  occupied  about  a  fourth  of  the  whole,  and  elevated  by  fome  fteps 
above  the  reft,  the  king  was  feated  on  his  throne  ;  on  his  left,  on  a  feat  fomewhat  lower, 
was  the  queen  ;  and  on  either  fide  were  his  brothers,  and  the  princes  of  the  blood,  except 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  having  been  chofen  a  deputy,  preferred  hisfeat,  asfuch,  tothat  to 
which  hisVirth  entitled  him.  The  fovereign  was  furrounded  by  all  his  court.  In  the 
lower  part  of  the  hall,  at  a  table  oppofite  to  the  throne,  were  his  minifters;  on  the  right, 
on  benches,  were  the  clergy  ;  on  the  left,  the  nobility  ;  and  acrofs  the  hall,  in  front  of 
the  monarch,  fate  the  commons.  Galleries  for  fpedtators  were  divided  from  the  body 
of  the  hall,  by  rows  of  columns.  The  fliow  was  grand  ;  and  the  filence  and  order  that 
reigned,  were  perfect.  After  the  heralds  had  proclaimed  the  opening  of  the  States,  the 
king  pronounced  the  following  difcourfe  : 

"  Gentlemen,  The  day  is  at  length  arrived  which  my  heart  has  fo  long  panted  to  be- 
"  hold;  and  I  find  myfelf  furrounded  by  the  reprefentatives  of  a  nation  it  is  my  glory 
"  to  command. 

"  Along  interval  has  elapfed  fince  the  laft  convocation  of  the  States-General ;  but 
11  although  thefe  afTemblies  have  not  for  fome  time  been  holden,  I  have  not  been  diffuaded, 
**  by  the  example  of  my  late  predeceflbrs,  from  re-eftablifhing  a  cuftom  whence  the  na- 
"  tion  may  earneftly  hope  to  acquire  new  vigour,  and  which  may  prove  the  means  of 
"  opening  to  it  an  additional  fource  of  happinefs. 

"  The  public  debt,  which  was  already  immenfe  at'my  acceflion  to  the  throne,  has 
41  encreafed  during  my  reign  ;  an  expenfive,  but  honourable  war,  was  the  caufe  of  fuch 
"  increafe,  and  the  augmentation  of  taxes  has  been  the  confequence  of  it ;  but  an  un» 
"  equal  levy  has  caufed  thofe  taxes  to  be  more  feverely  felt. 

"  A  very  general  difcontent,  and  too  great  defire  for  innovation,  have  taken  hold  of 
"  the  people's  minds,  and  will  end  in  mifleading  their  judgment,  if  they  do  not  haften 
««  to  fix  them  by  wife  and  moderate  councils. 

"  It  is  with  this  confidence,  gentlemen,  that  I  now  afTemble  you  ;  and  I  rejoice  to  fee 
"  that  it  has  been  juftified  by  thofe  difpofitions  which  the  two  firfl:  orders  of  the  ftate 
"  have  fhewn,  to  renounce  their  own  pecuniary  privileges.  The  hope  which  I  have 
*l  cherifhed,  to  fee  all  the  orders  unite  and  concur  with  me  in  wiihes  for  the  public  good, 
«»  will,  I  am  certain,  not  prove  fallacious. 

"  I  have  already  ordered  very  considerable  retrenchments  of  expence ;  you  will  like- 
**  wife  communicate  to  me  your  fentiments  on  the  fubject,  which  I  fhall  receive  mod 
"  gladly ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  the  refources  which  the  moft  rigid  economy  can  fuggeft,  I 
««  fear,  gentlemen,  that  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  relieve  my  fubjecls  as  foon  as  I  could  wifh. 
«'  I  fhall  order  an  exact  ftate  of  the  finances  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  when  you  have 
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"  examined  them,  I  am  convinced  you  will  propofe  to  me  the  moft  effectual  means  to 
"  eftablifh  them  on  a  permanent  footing,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  public  credit.  This  great 
"  and  falutary  work  will  claim  your  moft  earned" attention  ;  it  is  that  which  will  fecure 
"  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  maintain  its  confequence  among  foreign 
"  powers. 

"  The  public  fpirit  is  in  a  ferment,  but  an  affembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation 
•'  will  certainly  l'Uten  to  no  other  counfels  but  thofe  which  are  founded  on  wifdom  and 
"  prudence.  You  yourfelves,  gentlemen,  have  been  able  to  judge,  on  many  recent 
"  oceafions,  how  far  the  people  have  been  mifguided  ;  but  the  fpirit  which  will  direct 
"  your  deliberations  will  anfvver  for  the  true  fentiments  of  a  generous  nation,  the  pro- 
"  minent  feature  in  whofe  character  has  ever  been  the  love  of  their  king.  I  fhall  banifh. 
**  every  other  fentiment  from  my  mind. 

"  I  know  the  authority  and  power  of  a  juft  monarch,  furrounded  by  a  faithful  people, 
"  at  all  times  attached  to  the  principles  of  monarchy  ;  thefe  have  caufed  the  glory  and 
"  fplendour  of  France  ;  it  is  both  my  duty  and  my  determination  invariably  to  fupport 
"  them. 

"  But  whatever  may  be  expected  from  the  moft  tender  folicitude  for  the  public  good, 
*'  whatever  can  be  required  of  a  fovereign,  the  fince.reft  friend  of  his  people,  you  may, 
"  you  ought  to  expect  from  me. 

"  May  a  happy  union  prevail  in  this  affembly  !  and  may  this  epoch  become  ever  me- 
"  niorabie  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  the  country  !  This  is  the  wifh  of  my 
**  heart ; — the  moft  ardent  defire  of  my  prayers  ; — it  is,  in  fhort,  the  price  which  1  ex- 
"  pedl  for  the  Ancerity  of  my  intentions,  and  the  love  I  bear  to  my  people." 

After  this  "  paternal  difcourfe  of  the  king,  which  proclaimed  the  beneficent  difpofi- 
"  tions  of  his  heart,  and  that  affection  for  his  people  which  is  the  firft  virtue  of  mon- 
"  archs29,"  M.  Barentin,  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  delivered  afpeech,  of  no  extraordinary 
length,  noroverloaded  with  matter.  He  enlarged  upon  the  idea  of  a  limited  government, 
equally  removed  from  abfolute  monarchy  on  the  one  hand,  and  fecured  againft  the  inroads 
of  anarchy  and  republicanifm  on  the  other.  In  other  refpects  he  feemed  confined  or  guard- 
ed ;  and  particularly  with  regard  to  the  formidable  queftion  of  three  chambers  or  one,  he 
touched  it  fo  lightly  as  to  leave  it  in  the  fame  ftate  of  ambiguity  which  the  financial 
minifter  had  hitherto  done  ;  not  venturing  to  hazard  an  opinion,  or  to  enter  into  any 
difcuflion  whatever  on  the  fubjtcT;.     He  did  not,  however,  negledl  to  difplay  the  atten- 

*9  Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne. 
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tion  paid  by  the  king  to  the  public  voice,  in  granting  a  double  reprefentation  of  the  moft 
numerous  of  the  three  orders,  and  that  on  which  the  burden  of  taxation  principally  lay ; 
but  he  obferved,  that,  in  complying  with  this  defire,  his  majefty  had  not  changed  the  an- 
cient form  of  deliberation  ;  and  that,  though  the  deliberation  by  heads,  in  giving  one  ge- 
neral refult,  appeared  to  have  the  advantage  of  better  difplaying  the  general  wifh  or  opi- 
nion, yet  the  king  had  not  willed  that  this  form  fhould  take  place  without  the  freeconfent 
of  the  States-General,  confirmed  by  his  own  approbation. 

The  expectations  of  all  parties  were  now  raifed  to  the  highefr.  pitch,  to  hear  the  long 
oration  which  was  read  by  M.  Neckar;  all  expected  a  wonderful  fund  of  information, 
public  affairs  to  be  placed  in  a  new  light,  and  a  feries  of  practical  conclufions  to  be  drawn 
fo  clearly  from  eftabliflied  premifes,  as  fcarcely  to  leave  room  for  doubt  or  controverfy. 
It  happened,  however,  unfortunately,  that  all  parties  were  equally  difappointed  in  their 
expectations.  Loofe  and  declamatory  in  its  texture,  interlarded  with  moral  maxims  and 
fentimental  apoftrophes,  the  fpeech  avoided  all  the  great  points  of  political  difcuffion  or 
decifion,  which  feemed  to  be  its  onlv  proper  objects  ;  and,  in  fact,  was  univerfally  confi- 
dered  as  much  better  calculated  for  an  academical  harangue,  than  for  expreffing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  a  great  monarch  to  the  representatives  of  a  powerful,  a  haughty,  and  convulfed 
nation;  and  that  at  a  crifis  which  already  exhibited  the  moft  novel  and  dangerous  ap- 
pearances. 

He  entered  into  a  minute  account  of  the  revenue  and  difburfements  ;  pointed  out  the 
deficiency  between  the  fixed  receipts  and  payments  to  be  fifty-fix  millions  of  livres30; 
and  obferved,  that  as  there  were  various  ways  of  filling  up  this  deficiency,  without  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  new  taxes,  the  king  had  not  been  under  that  abfolute  neceflity  of  conven- 
ing the  ftates  as  had  been  fuppofed;  that  his  doing  fo  was  only  to  be  afcribed  to  his  love 
for  his  people,  and  to  his  love  of  juftice,  which  rendered  him  defirous  of  confulting  their 
reprefentatives,  and  of  taking  fuch  meafures  with  them  as  might  tend  to  infure  their  fu- 
ture welfare,  and  put  the  creditors  of  thejiate,  and  the  order  of  the  finances,  under  the  fafe- 
guard  of  the  nation.  He  mentioned  the  eftablifhment  and  utility  of  provincial  affemblies  ; 
matters  relative  to  improvements  in  agriculture  and  commerce  ;  the  neceffity  of  fup- 
porting  the  Caiffe  d'Efcompte,  and  a  variety  of  other  fubjects,  which,  he  faid,  would  na- 
turally occupy  their  attention. 

In  his  flight  examination  of,  or  rather  allufion  to,  the  great  and  effential  queftion  of 
the  feparate  chambers,  the  minifter  did  not  depart  from  his  former  ambiguity ;  and, 
though  he  faid  fufficient  on  the  fubject  to  excite  the  diflatisfaction  of  the  commons,  and 

3»  About  two  million,  thre«  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand,  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  fttrling. 
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to  draw  down,  from  the  other  orders,  a  charge  of  having  committed  a  culpable  a<Et  of 
fupererogation,  he  left  his  hearers  totally  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  what  his  fentiments 
really  were. 

By  the  adoption  of  fome  decifive  refolution  on  this  important  point,  much  of  the 
confufion  and  calamities  that  enfued  might  have  been  avoided.  The  king  poffeffed,  at 
this  inftant,  as  he  had  done  fince  the  ceffation  of  the  parliaments,  all  the  legal  authority 
of  the  kingdom  ;  as,  though  the  ftates  were  affembled,  they  were  not  yet  conftituted, 
and  could  poffefs  no  legal  powers  whatever  until  the  verification  of  their  writs  of  elec- 
tion, a  bufinefs  which,  in  any  event,  muft  have  taken  up  feveraldays.  Thus  the 
king  might,  to  the  laft  moment,  have  inftitated  fuch  regulations,  with  refpect  to  their 
fitting,  deliberating,  and  voting,  as  he  thought  proper,  provided  only,  that  they  were  con- 
formable to  the  ancient  precedents  and  modes  of  proceeding.  Nor  would  it  have  been 
much,  if  any  thing,  fhort  of  formal  rebellion,  in  any  of  the  orders,  to  refufe  a  compli- 
ance with  regulations  fo  eftablifhed.  This  renders  the  conduct  of  his  minifters  ftill 
more  inexplicable.  That  they  fhould  thus  perfevere  to  the  laft  moment  in  fo  fatal  a 
blindnefs  or  negligence,  as  to  leave  queftions,  on  which  every  tiling  depended,  open  and 
undecided,  is  fo  little  reconcileable  with  the  common  conduct  of  common  men  in  matters 
of  bufinefs  as  to  appear  totally  incomprehenfible. 

But  this  feafon  and  opportunity  being  irrecoverably  loft,  the  commons  now  faw  a  fair 
opening  for  drawing  all  authority  to  themfelves,  and,  by  a  proper  application  of  the 
weight  derived  from  their  double  reprefentation,  of  the  popularity  which  they  enjoyed, 
and  of  the  advantage  offered  them  by  the  neglect  of  the  minifters,  to  render  the  other 
two  orders  fo  entirely  dependent  upon  them  as  to  become  mere  nominal  cyphers  in  the 
ftate.  Nor  did  they  want  able  leaders  to  feize  and  improve  thefe  advantages  to  the  ut- 
moft.  Thefe  were  quickened  in  their  action,  by  the  hint  or  advice  which  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  financial  minifter  in  his  fpeech,  to  induce  the  privileged  orders  to 
make  a  gratuitous  furrender  of  their  pecuniary  exemptions,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  contrary  to  the  views  of  the  oppofite  party,  as  they  dreaded  thefe  orders  might 
thereby  recover  fome  fhare  of  their  former  popularity  ;  and  the  hint  was  the  more 
alarming,  as  they  knew  that  a  difpofition,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  a  determination  to 
adopt  the  meafure  with  a  good  grace  was  already  prevalent.  To  counteract:  this  fcheme, 
and  all  others  of  afimilar  tendency,  was  deemed  of  fufficient  moment  to  require  the  joint 
ability  of  the  moft  fkilful  and  experienced  leaders  of  the  democratical  party;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  trifling  with  expedients,  and  lofing  time  in  waiting  the  refult  of  contingent 
events,  it  was  determined,  by  a  bold  and  unexpected  ftroke,  to  difable  at  once  the  pnvi- 
leged  orders  from  acting,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  in  their  peculiar  and  refpe<Stive  functions. 

The  means  for  this  bold  and  comprehenfive  meafure  were  fought  for  in  the  c  ;ech 
made  by  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  and  from  an  eftablifhed  form  ot  words      I  ic! 
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been  ufed  upon  fimilar  occafions,  but  which  bad  never  before  been  wrefted  to  their 
prefent  application.  The  paflage  was  thus : — "Gentlemen,  it  is  the  king's  intention 
*'  that  you  fhould  aflemble  to-morrow,  to  proceed  to  the  verification  of  your  powers  nf 
"  andfinifh  it  as  foon  as  poflible,  that  you  may  employ  yourfelvcs  in  the  important  ob« 
"  jecls  which  his  majelty  has  entrufted  to  you." 

The  leaders  of  the  popular  party  having  fettled  their  plan,  a  very  civil  mcflag*  was 
difpatched  from  the  J'hird  Eftate,  inviting  the  clergy  and  nobles — as  if  it  had  been  a 
matter  of  courfe,  or  merely  in  conformity  with  the  king's  recommendation — to  unite 
with  them,  in  order  that  they  might  proceed  to  verify  in  common  their  writs  of  return. 
This  invitation  not  being  accepted, and  being  confulered  as  a  manoeuvre,  contrived  mere- 
ly for  the  purpofe  of  pre-judging  the  great  quefiion  as  to  their  fitting  in  one  or  in  three 
chambers,  the  commons,  inftead  of  relaxing,  rofe  higher  in  their  pretentions  ;  and  grow- 
ing hourly  more  confident  in  their  ftrength,  they  feemed  no  longer  to  think  it  necefTary 
to  temporize,  but,  laying  by  the  mafk,  openly  to  avow  no  fmall  part  of  their  defigns. 
Thev  maintained,  as  incontrovertible  axioms,  that  no  writs  could  be  verified  but  in  their 
chamber,  and  in  their  prefence  ;  and  that,  until  the  nobles  and  clergy  had  fubmitted  to  go 
through  this  form  of  verification,  they  were  not  to  be  confulered  as  legal  aflemblies,  but 
merely  as  a  collection  of  individuals,  who  could  only  fpeak,  as  fuch,  in  their  own  unau- 
thorized name,  but  who  were  totally  incapable  of  acting  for,  or  of  afluming  the  voice  of, 
their  conftituents. 

Thus  were  the  nobles  and  clergy  flopped  fhort  in  the  very  outfet  of  their  proceedings, 
and  a  bar,  which  feemed  infuperable,  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  ever  acting,  unlefs  they 
were  to  fubmit  to  the  degradation  of  palling  under  the  yoke  prepared  for  them  by  the 
commons,  and  to  a  dereli&ion  of  rights  and  privileges,  which  they  had  pofTefTed  for  a 
courfe  of  ages,  betore  a  Third  Eftate  had  been  ever  thought  of.  But  the  privileged  or- 
ders were  weakened  by  internal  factions,  and  ftill  more,  perhaps,  by  the  want  of  any  bond 
of  common  concert  and  union. 

The  queflion,  however,  of  coalefcing  on  the  fingle  point  of  verifying  their  refpective 

3'  As  the  phrafe,  -verification  ofpoiven,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  here  ufed,  is  unknown  in  this  country,  it  may 
■lot  be  unneceiTary  to  obferve,  that,  on  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  States-General  of  France,  the  writo  of  return, 
inftead  of  being  fent  to  the  crown-office,  as  in  England,  are  immediatelv  depofited  by  the  returning  officers  in  the 
hands  of  the  elected  members,  to  whatever  orders  they  may  belong.  Thefe  writs  are  called  fouvohs,  or  powers  ; 
and  l-efore  any  bufincfs  could  be  legally  ti  anfacled  by  any  of  the  orders,  each  member  was  obliged,  in  a  certain  cere- 
monious form,  to  prefent  h:s  writ  of  election  upon  the  table  of  the  chamber  to  which  he  belonged.  Commiffaries 
were  then  appointed  by  each  order  to  examine  the  authenticity  of  all  the  writs  immediate'y  belonging  toitfelf;  and 
until  this  bufinefs  was  finifhed,  which  ulually  took  up  leieral  davs,  the  States-General  were  deftitute  of  all  legal 
authority  whatever.  The  fanclion  of  the  commiifaries  to  the  authenticity  of  the  writs  afforded  what  was  called  the 
veri&atiiB  of  pawn  s. 

powers, 
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powers,  had  if  led  to  nothing  farther,  would  fcarcely  have  been  worthy  a  conteft;  hut  it 
was  evidently  the  defign  of'  a  confiderable  majority  of  the  commons,  to  follow  it  up  by 
the  grand  queltion  of  amalgamating  the  three  orders  into  one.  Of  this  the  great  ho  'y 
of  the  nobles  feem  to  have  been  aware,  and  to  that  muft  be  afcribed  their  determined  re- 
fiftance  to  all  proportions  that  were  calculated  to  induce  them  to  make  this  firit  concef- 
fion.  On  the  other  hand,  a  very  refpe6table  minority  of  the  nobles,  the  leaders  of  which 
were  the  counts  de  Clermont  Tonnerre,  and  de  Lally-Tolendal,  were  decidedly  of  ooi- 
nion,  that  a  fubmiffion  to  act  in  common,  on  the  mere  point  of  verification,  woulJ  not  be 
conclufive  with  refpedt  to  other  matters  ;  and  that,  even  a  confent  to  amalgamate  for  the 
purpofe  of  fettling  all  grand  conft itutional  queftions,  would  give  no  fancVion  to  a  fhnilar 
claim  in  future  afTemblies  :  of  this  opinion,  too,  were  M.  Mounier,  M.  Btrgafle,  and 
other  moderate  leaders  of  great  ability  of  the  Third  Eftate. 

The  meetings  of  the  commons,  notwithstanding  their  apparent  unanimity,  were,  from 
the  beginning,  diforderly  and  tumultuous  in  the  extreme.lt  feemed,  in  m;>ny  inftances,  as 
if  the  peculiar  temper  of  the  nation  rendered  them  incapable  of  acting  together  in  pub- 
lic bodies  with  that  coolnefs,  ferioufnels,  and  gravity,  which  are  fo  neo  ll'ary  in  difcufT- 
ing  great  and  important  fubje&s,  and  in  forming  thole  wife  determinations  which  may 
be  luppoied  to  ft  and  the  teft  of  future  difpaffiomae  examination.  The  vanity  of  the 
orators,  their  rage  for  popularity,  together  with  the  general  wifh  of  the  commons  to  fe- 
cure  the  populace  entirely  in  their  intereft,  were  among  the  caufes  which,  at  this  time, 
gave  rile  to  inconveniences  and  evils,  which  no  fufficient  opportunity  afterwards  oc- 
curred ior  removing  For  thus  early  began  that  indefinite  liberty  of  amniffion,  that  difre- 
gard  of  form  and  order,  in  admitting  the  fpecTators  to  be  confounded  with  the  members, 
and  that  unbridled  licence  of  noife  and  clamour  to  the  crowd,  which  would  have  been 
deemed  intolerable  in  a  theatre,  and  which  has  fince  produced  fo  many  diigracetul  and 
tumultuous  fcenes  in  that  alTembly. 

The  clergy,  great  numbers  of  whom  were  ftrongly  difpofed  to  join  the  popular  party,-, 
agreed  to  name  commifTaries  to  treat  with  thofe  of  the  nobles  and  of  the  Third  Eftate, 
on  the  fubjeiSt  of  verification;  but  the  nobility,  rejecting  any  thing  that  tended  to  a 
compromife,  proceeded  with  their  feparate  verification,  and  declared  themfelves  legally 
conftituted.  This  meafure,  though  ftrictly  conformable  to  ancient  cuitom,  was  trearei 
with  the  nioft  inlufFciable  contempt  by  the  commons,  and  fome  violent  motions  were 
made  again  ft  the  order  of  the  nobles;  but  means  were  ufed  to  prevent  the  ienle  of  the 
alTembly  from  being  taken  thereon.  CommifTaries  were,  at  length,  named  by  the  Tnitd 
Eltate  to  confer  with  thofc  who  fliould  be  appointed  by  the  cleigy  and  nobles,  on  the 
verification  of  writs;  but  thofe  commifTaries  were  bound  by  a  reftridtion  never  to  depart : 
from  the  principle  of  voting  by  heads.  On  the  fame  day  (the  nineteenth  of  May)  the 
clergy  unanimoufly  voted,  with  great  acclamation,  that  they  renounced  all  exemption  from 
taxes;  b.ut  added  a  declaration,    that  they  were  not  yet  conftituted  as  a  legal  chamber ; 

and . 
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nnd  tlicy  appointed  their  commiiTaries  to  affift  at  the  conference  in  the  chancier  of  me- 
diators between  the  nobles  and  the  Third  Efhte.  The  commiflaries  met,  but  the  ne- 
gotiation proved  fruitlcfs,  and  the  parties  feparated  mutually  diffatisfied  with  each  other. 

The  commons,  finding  the  nobles  vefolute,  determined,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
May,  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  clergy,  to  invite  them,  "  In  the  name  of  the  God  of 
"  peace,  and  of  the  true  intereft.  of  the  nation,  to  unite  themfelves  with  them  in  one 
11  general  afTembly,  for  the  purpofe of  confulting  together  on  the  means  of  reftoiing  unity 
*'  and  concord."  It  is  rather  fingular[that  this  folemn  invitation,  in  the  name  of  the 
Deity,  fhould  have  been  fuggefted  by  a  man,  the  whole  tenor  of  whofe  life  had  difplayed 
a  conftant  difregard  to  the  precepts  of  religion iZ. 

The  minifters  now  began  to  fhake  off"  that  flupor  in  which  they  had  apparently  been 
involved ;  and  the  perfonal  interference  of  the  king  was  deemed  neceflary,  in  the  Vain 
hope  of  his  now  being  able  to  cure  thofe  evils,  which  he  fhould,  in  time,  and  might, 
without  difficulty,  have  prevented.  Letters  were  fent  in  his  name  to  the  nobles 
and  clergy,  expreffing  his  forrow  that  the  difficulties  which  had  arifen  on  the  verifica- 
tion of  writs  fhould  have  retarded  the  meafures  which  ought  to  have  been  taken  for  the 
happinefs  of  his  people;  and  defiring  that  the  commiflaries  might  refume  their  confer- 
ences, with  a  view  to  a  fpeedy  accommodation.  But  the  feverities  produced  by  the  con- 
teft  between  the  parties  had  already  raifed  their  mutual  obftinacy  and'animofity  to  fo  great 
a  height,  that  little  moderation  could  be  expected  on  either  fide.  The  nobles,  however, 
agreed  to  comply  with  the  king's  requifition,  with  regard  to  the  conferences;  but  pafTed 
a  foWmW  arret,  or  refolution,  that  the  deliberation  by  orders,  and  the  veto  of  each  cham- 
ber, were- eflential  to  the  monarchical  conftitution  ;  and  that  the  nobles  would  confunt- 
ly  perfevere  in  this  principle,  as  being  equally  necejjary  both  to  monarchy  and  freedom  33. 

During  the  fecond  conference,  M.  Neckar,  anxious  to  reconcile  the  parties,  came 
forward  with  a  conciliatory  plan,  which  he  read  to  the  commiflaries  ;  and  of  which  the 
principal  articles  were — 

1.  That  the  three  orders  fhould  verify  their  powers  feparately,  and  fhould  reciprocally 
communicate  the  fame  to  each  other. 

2.  That  in  cafe  any  contefts  fhould  arife,  commiffioners  fhould  be  appointed  from  the 
three  orders  to  take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  report  their  opinions  to  their  dif- 
ferent orders. 


3*  Mirabeau.  33  Memoire  du  Comte  de  Lally-Tolcndal,  p.  14. 

3.  That 
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3.  That  fhould  the  three  orders  not  agree  upon  any  topic  in  difpute,  the  final  deter- 
mination fhould  be  referred  to  the  king. 

This  plan  was  fupportedby  a  formal  mefTagefrom  the  king  to  each  of  the  three  orders  ; 
but  was,  in  effect:,  only  accepted  by  the  clergy.  The  coramons^rafrfto  take  it  into  con- 
fideration,  and  the  nobles  declared  themfelves  ready  to  accept  it;  but  the  latter  clogged 
their  acceptance  with  the  reftriction  of  never  departing  from  their  recent  refolution  with 
xefpect  to  the  feparation  of  the  orders,  along  with  fome  other  modifications;  and  thcfe,. 
altogether,  afforded  plaufible  ground  to  the  Third  Eflate  for  rejecting  a  fcheme  which 
they  would  not  in  any  cafe  have  adopted.  Having  fignified  this  rejection  to  the  nobles^ 
they  declared,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  fhould  proceed  to  that  fort  of  meafure  which  is. 
underftood  in  England  by  a  call  of the  houfie  ;  that  the  names  of  the  clergy  and  nobles 
fhould  be  called  over  as  well  as  the  commons ;  that  they  would  then  conftitute  them- 
felves into  an  aftive  ajjcmbly,  and  proceed  on  public  bufinefs  without  them. 

Though  this  menace  greatly  alarmed  the  nobles,  yet  the  great  majority  of  them  could 
by  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  temperate  few,  who  ufed 
all  means  to  perfuade  them  to  revoke  their  modifications,  and  not  by  an  ill-timed  inflexi- 
bility to  afford  a  pretence  to  the  commons  for  carrying  things  to  the  laft  extremity.  The 
leaders  of  the  commons  were  fo  much  afraid  of  their  relaxing,  which  would  prove  a  bar 
to  the  profecution  of  their  defigns,  that  they  played  upon  their  paffions  to  provoke  and 
confirm  them  in  their  perfeverance  ;  holding  out  that  it  was  impofhble  the  nobles  could 
be  guilty  of  fuch  a  meannefs  as  to  retract  their  own  refolutions34.  Their  addrefs  was  fuc~ 
telsful,  and  the  nobles  played  the  exact  game  which  their  enemies  wifhed  them  to  play. 

-But  though  there  was  a  great  appearance  of  obfiinacy  in  the  conduct  of  the  nobles  on; 
this  occafion,  yet  rnuft  they  not  be  hallily  condemned  for  entertaining  apprehenfions. 
which  events  have,  unhappily,  proved  to  have  been  too  well  founded.  The  arguments, 
of  the  minority  went  to  prove,  that  the  commons  meant  only  what  they  profeffed,  and 
that  they  had  no  other  object  in  view  but  that  which  they  openly  avowed. — "  They  de- 
u  ceive you,  noble  citizens" — faid  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal  to  his  brethren — '•  who  tell  yon- 
11  that  the  Third  Ejlatc  only  demand jujlice  with  a  view  to  become  unjujl  themfelves;  that, 
•'  pecuniary  privileges  once  deflroyed,  it  is  their  intention  to  deflroy  all  honorary  prerogatives,  to- 
*'  abolifh  your   titles,  and  invade  your  property. — Never,  never  have  thofe  enlightened  and' 


3*  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal  tells  us,  that  during  the  difcuflion  of  this  queftion,  he  went  to  the  chamber  of  the  com- 
mons, vvnen  feveral  of  the  leading  mombei  s  converfed  with  him  on  the  fubjeft,  exhibiting,  at  the  fame  time,  fymp- 
toms  of  inquietude  the  molt  unequivocal,  as  to  the  part  which  the  nobles  would  finally  take  :  one  of  them  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay — "  Will  you  be  mean  enough  to  retrail,  and  accept  this  plan,  after  having  tefujedit  f"  To  which  the_ 
Gounti  aware  of  his  motives,  repli«d— "  I.  am  much  afraid  lucjhail  not  heve  coinage  enough  to  commit  that  a&  'f  meannefs."' 
Meiiioire,  p.  32,  33. 

virtuous 
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'■tuous  citizens,  that  good and  benevolent  people,  whofe  caufe  I  bear,  and  ever  will  bear, 
*'  in  my  heart,  and  whofe  defence  Jhall  be  the  topic  of  myfpccchcs — never  have  they  had  an  idea 
««  of  proceeding  to  fuch  exeejps,  fuch  impoffible  excej/es;  execjfes  of  which  they  would  them- 
"  f elves  be  the  firfl  viftims  /"  It  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at  that  affertions  like  thefe 
fhould  have  had  little  effect  on  men  who,  though  they  certainly  did  not  poffefs  greater 
talents  than  M.  Lally,  were  certainly  endowed  with  greater  penetration  and  forefight. 

While  things  were  in  this  unfcttled  ftate,  the  nobles  and  the  commons  thought  it  nc- 
ceffary  feverally  to  addrefs  the  .king,  each  appealing  to  the  conftitution,  and  each  endea- 
vouring to  draw  him  to  their  fide.  The  king,  in  his  letter  to  the  nobles,  gave  them  a 
gentle  reprimand  "  for  their  want  of  that  confidence  in  him,  which" — he  faid — "  might 
'«  have  prevented  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs." 

In  the  mean  time  the  party  of  the  commons  daily  gained  ground  amongft  the  clergy ; 
and  at  the  moment  that  the  deputies  of  Poitou  were  called  over  in  the  hall  of  the  affem- 
bly,  three  cures  of  that  province  prefented  themfelves  before  the  Third  Eft-ate,  with  the 
writs  of  return  in  their  hands.  The  joy  and  triumph  occafioned  by  this  circumfhmce 
exceeded  all  defcription.  The  priefts  were  received  with  loud  acclamations;  they  were 
embraced,  and  hailed  as  the  faviours  of  France  ;  and  an  account  of  the  t  ran  faction  was 
immediately  difpatched  to  Paris,  with  all  the  triumph  that  could  have  attended  a  Gazette 
extraordinary,  conveying  intelligence  of  a  glorious  vidlory  over  a  foreign  enemy.  The 
object  in  this  conveyance  was  not  entirely  confined  to  the  union  which  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  cement  with  that  city  ;  the  leaders  of  the  commons  looked  befides  to  the  im- 
portance of  fuch  an  example,  and  were  well  aware  that  thefe  early  converts  would  foon 
be  followed  by  a  number  of  other  cures. 

The  king  having  expreffed  his  concern  at  the  inactivity  of  the  dates,  the  commons 
prefented  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  afcribed  the  delay  in  the  verification  of  their  powers 
to  the  obftacles  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  nobles.  They  waited,  they  faid,  with  the 
mod  anxious  impatience  for  the  moment  of  that  verification,  to  enable  them  to  offer  a 
more  ftriking  homage  and  token  of  their  love  for  the  facred  perfon  of  the  king,  for  his 
auguft  family,  and  their  devotion  to  his  interefts,  which  were  always  infeparable  from 
thofe  of  the  nation.  The  folicitude  his  majefty  experienced  at  the  inaction  of  the  ftates 
afforded  a  frefh  proof  of  the  defire  which  animated  his  breaft  to  produce  the  happinefs 
of  France. 

They  told  the  king,  that  his  faithful  commons  would  never  forget  what  they  owed  to 
him  ;  and  would  never  lofe  fight  of  the  natural  alliance  between  the  throne  and  the  peo- 
ple, againft  ariflocracics,  under  whatever  form,  whofe  power  would  only  be  eftablifhed 
on  the  ruins  of  the  regal  authority  and  the  public  happinefs :  the  French  people,  whofe 
glory  it  had  been  at  all  times  to  love  their  king,  would  ever  be  ready  to  fhed  their  blood 

and 
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and  lavifh  their  property  in  defence  of  the  genuine  principles  of  the  monarchy:  from  the 
very  firft  moment  that  the  inftrudtions  received  by  their  deputies  would  permit  them  to 
exprefs  a  national  vvifli,  he  would  judge  whether  the  reprefentatives  of  his  commons  did 
not  prove  themfeives  the  moft  anxious  of  his  fubjecls  to  maintain  the  rights,  the  honours, 
the  dignities  of  the  throne,  to  confolidate  the  public  engagements,  and  to  reftore  the 
credit  of  the  nation. 

The  king,  in  reply,  expreffed  his  fatisfaclion  at  their  profeffions  of  attachment  to  the 
monarchy  ;  obferved  that  all  the  orders  of  the  flate  had  an  equal  claim  to  his  favour,  ar.d 
might  equally  rely  on  his  kindnefs  and  protection,  and  recommended  the  commons  fpeedily 
to  fecond,  with  a  fpirit  of  prudence  and  of  peace,  the  accomplifhment  of  the  benefits 
he  was  impatient  to  confer  on  his  people,  and  which  they  conhdently  expected  from  his 
fentiments  in  their  favour. 

f  Five  weeks  had  now  elapfed  fince  the  meeting  of  the  States-general,  and  not  one  ftep 
had  yet  been  taken,  tending  to  promote  the  national  profperiry,  which  was  the  fole,  ob- 
ject of  the  convention.  All  this  delay  and  inaction  being  charged  bv  the  commons  to 
theobftinacv  of  the  nobles,  the  credulous  public  gave  implicit  belief  to  the  accufation, 
without  examining  into  its  juftice.  It  was  never  coufidered  that  the  commons  had  com- 
menced the  attack,  by  attempting  to  ftrip  them  of  the  privilege  of  verifying  their  c  wu 
writs  ;  that  they  ftill  perfifted  in  this  claim  with  the  molt  invincible  pertinacity,  as  well 
as  in  another,  which  they  now  fupported,  and  which  was  equally  novela  and  infinitely 
more  dangerous,  that  of  compelling  them  to  fit  and  vote  in  one  common  affeinbly  ;  thefe 
favourable  circumftances  being  of  no  avail,  where  the  judges,  determined  to  condemn, 
woul'l  neither  lilten  to  argument  nor  evidence,  the  former  unpopularity  of  the  nobles 
was  now  changed  throughout  the  kingdom  to  abfolute  deteftation  and  abhorrence. 

Independent  of  the#mental  irritation  naturally  produced  by  a  fenfe  of  this  odium, 
which  they  conceived  to  be  wholly  unmerited,  and  that  which  arofe  from  their  daily  con- 
telts  with  the  commons,  they  were  ftill  farther  provoked,  and  more  fenfibly  touched,  by 
the  number  of  pamphlets  which  were  now  already  publifhed,  and  circulated  with  incre- 
dible diligence  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  propofing  to  the  people — a  do6trine 
always  highlv  captivating  to  the  multitude — a  total  abolition  of  all  diftincYions  of  blood 
and  rank.  The  moil  celebrated  of  thefe  pamphlets,  was  that  written  by  Mirabeau,  in  an- 
fvvet  to  the  bifhop  of  Langres,  who  had  propofed  the  formation  of  two  affemblies,  upon 
the  fame  principle  with  the  houfes  of  lords  and  commons  of  England,  to  prefer/e  the 
equilibrium  of  the  conftitution,  and  to  act  as  a  mutual  controul    upon  each   other34. 

F  f  Under 


34  It  is  curious  to  obferve  the  contradictory  fentiments  of  that  extraordinary  character,   Mirabeau,   on  this  as 
Well  as  oa  many  other  grand  political  queftions.    In  his  "  Letter  to  the  Batavians,"  he  faid,  that  the  Enjlifh  nation 
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Under  all  thefe  circumftances  of  irritation  and  alarm,  and  continually  preffed  by  the  art- 
ful fcheme  of  fuppreffed  hoftility,  which  was  regularly  conducted  by  their  enemies,  it 
would  not  have  been  wonderful  that  the  nobility  mould  have  been  driven  into  hafty  mea- 
fures,  nor  even,  under  the  influence  of  paffion,  that  they  fliould  have  miftaken,  as  they 
did,  the  proper  means  of  defence,  by  ill-timing  the  feafons  of  conceflion  or  funanefs35. 

The  commons,  having  completed  the  verification  of  their  own  writs,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  appertaining  to  the  great  body  of  Cures,  who  had  joined  them,  became  fo  fenfibleof 
their  ftrength,  that  they  determined  to  conflitute  themfelves  into  an  active  aflembly. 
Great  debates  then  arole  upon  the  new  and  comprelienfive  title,  which  it  would  be  pro- 
per for  them  toafTume.  Several  were  propofed,  and  amongthem  the  following  long  but  mo- 
derate one,  by  M.  Mounier :  "  The  majority  of  the  deputies,  deliberating  in  the  abfence 
!l  of  the  minority,  duly  invited." — This  would  not  anfwer  the  defign  ;  many  others 
were  propofed  and  rejected  ;  at  length  the  appellation  of  AJfcmblh  Nationale,  fuggefted 
by  M.  Le  Grand,  was  received  with  great  applaufe,  as  a  title  the  moft  calculated  of  any 
that  "was  thought  of  to  convey  an  idea,  that  all  the  powers  of  the  nation  were  concen- 
trated in  that  fingle  body  36. 

The  democratic  members  of  the  aflembly  were  now  unceafing  in  their  zeal,  to  infufe 
that  tumultuous  fpirir,  which  operated  with  great  violence  upon  themfelves,  into  the 
minds  of  the  public  at  large.     The  vicinity  of  Paris,  and  the  difpofition   of  its'  inhabi- 
tants, afforded  them  the  faireft  poflible  ground  of  action,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their  opera- 
tions 

was  more  worthy  of  pity  than  of  envy  ;  and  that  it  would  foon  be  reduced,  by  its  fyjlcm  of  counter  -poifes,  to  the  flothfulnefs  cf 
fervitude.  But  in  his  "  Courier  de  Provence,''  published  at  a  fuhfequent  period,  he  promulgated  a  very  different 
opinion  ;  he  there  exprefsly  acknowledged,  that  the  Englifh  conftitution,  "  had  been  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  ameli- 
"  oration,  that  perfonal  liberty  was  more  refpetted  in  England,  than  in  any  other  country;  that  a  century  of  hap- 
"  pinefs  and  tranquillity  had  given  to  the  Englifh  government  a  degree  of  authority  of  which  the  moft  beautiful  theory 
"  was  deflitute ;  and  that  wife  men  would  always  admire  its  practical  refults,  which  'were  fuperior  to  the  fublime 
"  theories  of  the  French  Utopians."     Courier  de  Provence,   36941. 

35  The  count  de  Lally-Tolendal,  in  his  memorial,  which  was  written  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1789,  adverting  to 
this  period,  fays,  "  There  doubtlefs  exifted  a  fecret  project  of  annihilating  the  nobility,  and  of  overturning  themon- 
"  archy  ;  b'.it  the  projectors  of  this  fcheme  were  not  yet  in  a  fituation  to  dare  to  promulgate  their  intentions. 
u  The  knowledge  of  the  project  was  confined  to  the  few  minds  which  had  given  birth  to  it;  the  reft,  even  in  the 
"  midft  of  exaggerated  pretenfions,  and  private  intrigues,  had  not  yet  been  infected  with  this  fyftem ;  they  had 
"  neither  been  deceived,  feduced,  nor  intimidated.  There  is  an  effential  difference  between  the  fpeeches  and  publi- 
"  cations  of  that  period,  and  thofe  which  have  fince  been  iffued  and  pronounced ;  and  few  principles  have  been 
"  advanced  of  late,  which  do  not  ftand  contradicted  by  the  principles  which  the  commons  formerly  broached."  P.  21. 

36  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  only  eleven  days  before,  the  commiffaries  appointed  by  theVThird  Eftate  to 
hold  a  conference  with  thofe  of  the  nobles,  made  this  exprefs  declaration,  in  the  name  of  the  commons: — "  No  one 
"  chamber  can  difpofe  of  the  national  authority,  uniefs  it  has  bcenentrujled  to  it  by  the  nation  itjelf,  united  and  prefrded  by  the  hng. 
"  It  is  manifejt  that  the  clergy  are  not  the  nation  ;  that  the  nobility  are  not  the\  nation ;  that  the  Third  Ej?ate,  though  including  the 
11  moji  numerous  part  of  the  nation,  is  not  it/elf  the  nation  entire.     The  fails  oppof'd  to  us  have  no  weight,    -when    compared  with 

*'  principles  fo  fimplc  and  jo  rational  ."—Tioces-  verbal  des  Conferences,  Seance  du  6  Juin,  Page  194. 
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tions  was  accordingly  fo  great,  as  in  fome  inftances,  perhaps,  to  exceed  their  own  wifhes. 
The  fpectators  now  not  only  filled  the  galleries  appropriated  to  their  reception,  and  all 
open  places  in  the  aflembly,  every  day,  but,  bidding  defiance  to  every  appearance  of  de- 
corum and  order,  intermingled  with  the  members,  crowded  and  difturbed  them  on  their* 
feats,  and  began  to  take  an  open  fhare  in  the  debates.  Thofe  members,  who  were  more 
moderate  than  they  wifhed,  whether  fuch  moderation  was  fliewn  by  their  fpeeches,  mo- 
tions, or  votes,  were  hooted,  hifled,  reviled,  and  menaced,  in  the  grofleft  terms  and 
moft  outrageous  manner.  Lifts  of  the  voter6  were  openly  taken  upon  every  queftion,  in 
which  thofe  who  voted  contrary  to  the  wi/hes  of  the  fpectators  were  ftigmatized  with 
the  title  of  enemies  to  their  country  ;  and  thefe  lifts  being  tranfmitted  with  the  utmoft 
difpatch  to  Paris,  were  there  printed  aud  circulated  with  incredible  alacrity.  Among 
thofe  branded  with  this  odious  and  dangerous  character,  and  whofe  names  were  thus  holden 
out  to  the  public,  and  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  infamy,  were  all  the  members  who 
voted  for  a  title  lefs  aflumptive  of  fovereignty,  than  that  of  National  Affembly 37. 

This  conduct  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  induce  the  nobles  to  change  their  mode 
of  proceeding.  M.  de  Montefquiou  moved,  that  they  fhould  invite  the  clergy  to  join 
them,  and  conjlitute  themfelves  into  an  upper-houfe.  This  motion,  however,  which  was 
certainly  a  rational  one,  was  violently  oppofed,  and  almoft  unanimously  rejected  ;  and 
the  nobles,  before  they  feparated,  voted  a  ftrong  addrefs  to  the  king,  juftifying  their  own 
conduct,  accufing  the  commons,  and  ftrongly  animadverting  on  their  unlimited  aflump- 
tion  of  authority,  in  the  firft  act  of  their  reign,  after  they  had  voted  and  acclaimed 
themfelves  fovereigns-.  The  act  they  alluded  to  was  the  publication  of  a  decree,  relative 
to  the  exifting  public  taxes  ;  in  which,  after  ftating  that  difficulties  might  be  raifed  upon 
the  payment  of  imports,  "  the  more  ferious  as  they  would  be  founded  upon  a  principle 
*«  oonftitutional  and  facred,  acknowledged  by  the  king,  and  folemnly  proclaimed  by  all 
"  the  aflemblies  of  the  nation  ;  a  principle  which  forbids  all  levying  of  contributions 
"  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation;  and  confidering 
11  that  the  contributions,  as  they  are  now  levied  in  the  kingdom,  not  having  been  con- 
"  fented  to  by  the  nation,  are  all  illegal,  and  confequently  null,  in  their  creation,  exten- 
"  (ion,  or  prolongation ;  the  National  Aflembly  declares,  that  it  confents  proviforily, 
"  for  the  nation,  that  the  taxes,  or  contributions,  though  illegally  cftabliftied  and  levied, 
"  (hall  continue  to  be  levied  in  the  fame  manner  that  they  have  hitherto  been,  until  the 
««  day  only  of  the  feparation  of  this  aflembly;" — they  then  added,  that  the  taxes  were 

37  It  is  a  lingular  fa<5l,  that  the  very  day  on  which  the  deputies  of  the  Third  Eftate  affumed  to  themfelves  the 
whole  legislative  authority,  was  the  firft  011  ivhich  this  iniquitous  meafure  was  adopted;  ameafurethan  which 
none  more  fatal  to  the  freedom  of  fuffrage  and  debate  was  ever  enforceJ,  with  refpect  to  any  public  aflembly.— 
Exfojede  U  Cwduitt  de  M.  Mounter,  f.  7, 


F  f  2 


te 


228  REIGN     OP  L1/^*' 

to  ccafe,  if  not  re-granted  by  the  affcmbly  ;  and  declared  that  "  they  put  the  creditors  of 
'*  the  Sta,tc  under  the  guard  of  the  honour  and  loyalty  of  the  French  nation." 

It  muft  he  obferved,  that  no  ftatnte  or  law  had  ever  been  pnffed,  to  render  thofe  con- 
tributions null  and  illegal  which  were  now  declared  to  be  fo;  that,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
tributions had  been  impofed  and  levied  by  the  crown  in  the  fame  manner,    iri  all  ages, 
without  its  authority  being  queftioned  ;  fo  that  this  decree  was  in  every  fenfe  an  ex  poji 
law,  and  that  decifively  paffed  by  only  a  part  of  the  legiflature. 

But  though  the  nobles  were  fully  aware  of  the  danger  of  affording,  by  their  junction, 
a  fancYion  to  fuch  proceedings,  the  clergy  betrayed  a  very  different  difpofition.  The 
party  who  had  fided  with  the  commons  had  newly  attained  a  majority;  and  that  final 
decifion  was  only  retarded  by  the  influence  of  the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  who,  when  it, 
at  length,  took  place,  joined  in  a  ftrong  proteft  againft:  it:  the  confequence  was,  that 
though  he  was  a  prelate  of  refpectable  character,  and  his  charities  to  the  poor  were  fo  ex- 
tenfive  as  to  exceed  all  cuftomary  limits,  he  was,  fome  days  after,  purfued  with  all  the 
violenceof  popular  fury,  attacked  in  the  ftreets  of  Verfailles,  infulted,  and  his  life  en- 
dangered. He  was  refcued  with  fome  difficulty  ;  and  it  was  on  this  occafion  that  the 
troops  firft  refufed  to  a£l,  againft  their  fellozo-citizcns.  "  This  was  the  firft  inflance 
"  in  which  the  French  army  affumed  the  power  of  judging  for  themfelves  on  all  public 
"  queftions,  as  well  as  on  all  cafes  of  military  fubordination." 

The  king,  who,  hitherto  trufting  to  M.  Neckar's  promifes  of  an  eafy  and  happy  reign, 
had  granted  every  thing  that  was  required  in  favour  of  the  Third  Eftate,  and  who  feemed  in 
himfelf  moredifpofed  to  them  than  to  the  nobles,  finding  all  his  hopes  difappointed,  and  far- 
ther alarmed  at  the  hafty  ftrides  towards  fupreme  power,  which  the  commons  were  making, 
began  to  hefitate  in  his  proceedings,  and,  perhaps,  to  queftion  the  wifdom  and  propriety 
of  his  paft  conduct  ;  this  change  of  fentiment  could  not  efcape  the  obfervation  of  thofe 
about  him,  and  he  was  foon  furrounded  by  the  party  of  the  princes,  who  alone  wifhed  to 
preferve  the  power  of  the  crown  undiminifhed  ;  by  the  difcontented  nobles,  who  only 
fided  occafionally  with  the  court,  being  as  much  difpofed  to  prefcribe  limits  to  the  royal 
authority  as  the  commons  themfelves,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree;  and  by  all  thofe 
of  the  different  orders,  who  were  diffatisfied  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  wifhed 
to  preferve  the  ancient  fyftem  of  fepatate  chambers,  and  voting  by  orders. 

All  thefe  coalefced  in  endeavouring  to  profit  by  the  prefent  change  in  the  king's  difpo- 
fition ;  nor  did  they  want  firong  grounds  of  argument  to  confirm  his  new  fentiments, 
ami  increafe  his  alarm.  They  defired  him  to  obferve,  that  thofe  leaders  of  faction,  not 
content  with  taking  the  power  of  future  taxation  into  their  own  hands,  had  boldly  de- 
cided, without  one  pofitive  law  to  fupport  them,  that  all  the  exifting  taxes  were  illegal ; 

a  poll- 
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a  pofition  which  tended  directly  to  fet  up  the  indefinite  rights  of  future  above  all  the 
pofitive  laws  of  the  land.  May  you  not  then  well  expect  (faid  they)  that  their  next  de- 
claration will  hold  out,  as  a  facred  and  conftitutional  principle,  that  legifiation,  as  Well 
as  taxation,  belongs  by  inherent  right  to  the  people,  and,  therefore,  that  every  law  now 
obeyed  by  the  French  is  null  and  illegal,  and,  to  make  it  other  wife,  it  muft  be  re-voted 
by  thefe  felf-conftitutedfovereigns? 

Council  after  council  was  holden  at  Marly,  whither  the  court  had  retired  for  a  week, 
but  the  natural  effects  of  weaknefs,  diforder,  and  faction  were  fo  predominant,  that  they 
could  not  agree  in  anything.  At  length  it  was  thought  advifeable  that  the  king  fhoukl 
recur  to  the  ancient  method  of  holding  a  royal fcjjiou.  The  plan  was,  accordingly,  fixedj 
and  the  day  appointed. 

It  would  feem  that  fome  over-ruling  fatality  was  at  this  time  to  counteract  and  frus- 
trate all  the  meafures  and  defigns  of  the  court  and  minifters  ;  as  if  wifdom  itfelf  would 
be  immediately  perverted  into  folly  under  their  treatment,  and  the  moft  wholefome  nou- 
rifhment  inftantly  become  a  poifon  in  their  hands.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  in- 
nocent, (imply  in  itfelf,  than  this  meafure;  audit  might  poffibly  have  been  of  fome  ufe. 
But  through  the  unaccountable  and  unexampled  blindnefs,  folly,  rafhnefs,  and  violence 
with  which  it  was  conducted,  it  was  rendered  an  immediate,  and  no  inefficient  inftru*- 
ment,  in  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  fubverfion  of  government. 

The  hall  in  which  the  Third  Eftate  held  their  affembly  being  much  larger  than  any 
of  the  other  chambers,  it  had  from  the  beginning  been  the  place  where  the  king  met  and 
harangued  the  States.  Without  the  fmalleft  communication  to  that  affembly  of  what 
was  done  or  intended;  without  letter  or  notice  of  any  fort  to  their  prefident;  without  the 
fmalleft  preparatory  addrefs  or  management,  a  party  of  guards  took  poffeffion  of  their 
hall,  in  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  June.  Workmen  were  fent  in  to  erect  a; 
throne  for  the  king  ;  the  royal  feffion  was  formally  proclaimed  by  the  heralds  ;  and  M.. 
Bailly,  the  preftdent,  with  other  members  of  the  commons,  were  repulfed,  without  cere- 
mony or  explanation,  from  their  own  door,  . 

The  commons,  apprehending  nothing  lefs  than  an  immediate  diffolution,  and  feeing  at 
once  all  the  dangers  to  which  the  more  obnoxious  part  of  them  might  be  expofed,  were 
naturally  inflamed  with  refentment,  and  in  that  paffion  hurried  on  foot,  through  a  vio- 
lent dorm  of  rain,  to  an  old  tennis-court,  where,  with  equal  fpirit  and  firmnefs,  they 
bound  tbemfelves  by  a  folemn  oath  never  to  part  until  the  conjluutlon  was  completed.  The 
affecting  fpeclacle  of  fix  hundred  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  being  driven  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  encountering  fuch  weather,  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  of  (landing  bareheaded,  . 
under  all  its  inclemency,  while  they  were  taking  this  awful  oath,  could  not  but  excite 
thegreatefl,  and,  indeed,  the  mod  univerfal  indignation  againft  the  court.  Had  the  united 

talents  . 
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talents  and  genius  of  all  the  ruinifters  been  combined,  in  contriving  a  fcheme  to  render 
the  king  odious,  and  to  bind  the  people  more  indiflblubly  to  the  commons,  it, is  more 
than  probable  they  could  not  have  found  one  more  effectual  for  either  purpofe;  while 
the  fmallelr,  portion  of  prudence  or  difcretion  would  have  prevented  any  ill  confequence 
whatever, 

M.  Mounier— one  of  the  mod  virtuous  men  in  the  aflembly,  and  who  had  exerted 
himfelf,  from  the  firft,  with  the  greateft  ability,  to  procure  a  moderate  reform  of  govern- 
ment, but  whofe  integrity  induced  him  afterwards  to  quit  them,  when  he  perceived  what 
courfe  the  violent  leaders  were  purfuing — was  the  propofcr  and  framer  of  this  oath.  He 
has  fince  declared  that  he  propofed  it  in  order  to  prevent  that  mod  dangerous  of  all  mea- 
fures,  the  affembly's  transferring  itfelf  to  Paris. 

The  following  day  produced  a  fcene  of  a  different  nature,  but  of  no  fmall  impor- 
tance in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things.  The  majority  of  the  clergy,  having  deter- 
mined to  join  the  Third  Eftate,  met  in  the  choir  of  the  church  of  Saint  Louis,  while 
the  commons  affembled  in  the  body  of  the  church,  After  fome  meffages  to  adjuft  cere- 
monials, the  feparating  doors  flew  open,  the  clergy,  with  their  prefident,  the  archbifhop 
of  Vienne,  at  their  head,  advanced,  while  the  commons  rofe  to  receive  them  ;  the  two 
prefidents  embraced,  and  fat  down  by  each  other ;  the  loudeft  ftiouts  of  applaufe,  and 
the  moft  pathetic  effufions  of  eloquence,  celebrated,  what  was  then  deemed,  the  happy  re- 
conciliation of  two  of  the  difcordant  orders  of  citizens. 

The  commons,  emboldened  by  the  junction  of  thefe  new  allies,  whom  they  fo  lately 
confldered  as  enemies,  waited  with  confidence  and  redoubled  courage  for  the  opening  of 
the  royal  feflion.  On  the  twenty-third  of  June  the  king  afcended  the  throne  which  had 
been  prepared  for  him,  and  addreffed  the  States  in  the  following  fpeech  : 

"  Gentlemen,  at  the  time  I  took  the  refolution  of  affembling  you ;  when  I  had  fur- 
"  mounted  all  the  difficulties  which  had  threatened  a  convocation  of  my  States;  when  I 
"  had,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  even  pre-conceived  the  defires  of  the  nation, 
"  in  manifeffing  beforehand  my  wifhes  for  its  welfare;  I  thought  to  have  done  every 
"  thing  which  depended  upon  myfelf  for  the  good  of  my  people. 

"  It  feemetl  to  me,  that  you  had  only  to  finifh  the  work  which  I  had  begun,  and  the 
"  nation  expected  impatiently  the  moment,  when,  in  conjunction  with  the  beneficent 
"  views  of  its  fovereign,  and  the  enlightened  zeal  of  its  reprefentatives,  it  was  about  to 
"  enjoy  that  profperity  and  happinefs  which  fuch  an  union  ought  to  afford. 

"  The  States- General  have  now  been  opened  more  than  two  months,  and  have  not 
u  yet  even  agreed  on  the  preliminaries  of  their  operations.     Inftead  of  that  fource  of 

"  harmony 
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««  harmony  which  fhould  fpring  from  a  love  of  their  country,  a  raoft  fatal  divifion 
"  fpreads  an  alarm  over  every  mind.  I  am  willing  to  believe,  and  I  fhall  be  happy  to 
««  find,  that  the  difpofition  of  Frenchmen  is  not  changed :  but,  to  avoid  reproaching  any 
"  of  you,  I  fhall  confider,  that  the  renewal  of  the  States-General  after  fo  long  a  period, 
"  the  turbulence  which  preceded  it;  the  object  of  this  affembly,  fo  different  from  that 
«•  of  your  anceftors,  and  many  other  circumftances,  have  led  you  to  an  oppofitiou,  and 
«'  to  prefer  pretenfions  to  which  you  are  not  entitled. 

«•  I  owe  it  to  the  welfare  of  my  kingdom,  I  owe  it  to  myfelf,  to  put  an  end  to  thefe 
•'  fatal  divifions.  It  is  with  this  refolution,  gentlemen,  that  I  affemble  you  once  more 
•'  around  me — I  do  it  as  the  common  father  of  all  my  people — I  do  it  as  the  defender 
"  of  my  kingdom's  laws  ; — that  I  may  recall  to  your  memory  the  true  fpirit  of  your  con- 
**  ftitution,  and  refill:  thofe  attempts  which  have  been  aimed  againft  it. 

¥  But,  gentlemen,  after  having  already  efbblifhed  the  refpecYive  rights  of  the  differ- 
**  ent  orders,  I  expect,  from  the  zeal  of  the  two  principal  claffes,  I  expect  from  their  at- 
"  tachment  to  my  perfon,  I  expect  from  the  knowledge  they  have  of  the  preffing  ur- 
*'  gencies  of  the  ftate,  that,  in  thofe  matters  which  concern  the  general  good,  they 
"  fhould  be  the  firft  to  propofe  a  re-union  of  confutation  and  opinion,  which  I  confider 
"  as  neceffary  in  the  prefent  crifis,  and  which  ought  to  take  place  for  the  general  welfare 
"  of  the  kingdom." 

The  king  then  produced  the  following  paper,  entitled,  a  declaration  of  his  inten- 
tions, which  was  read  to  the  States-General. 

1.  No  new  import  fhall  be  eftablifhed,  no  old  one  (hall  be  prorogued  bevond  the  term 
fixed  by  the  laws,  without  the  confent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation. 

2.  All  new  impofts  that  may  be  eftablifhed,  or  old  ones  that  may  be  prorogued,  fhalT 
ceafe  the  moment  the  firft  affembly  of  the  States,  fubfequent  to  fuch  eftablifhment  or  pro- 
rogation, fhall  meet. 

3.  As  loans  might  lead  to  the  neceflity  of  an  augmentation  of  impofts,  none  fhall  take 
place  without  the  confent  of  the  States-General,  provided,  however,  that  in  cafe  of  war, 
or  other  national  danger,  the  fovereign  fhall  have  the  power  to  borrow  without  delay,  as. 
far  as  a  hundred  millions1*,  forit  is  the  king's  intention  never  to  luffer  the  fafety  of  his  em- 
pire to  depend  on  any  one. 

4.  The  States- General  will  examine  with  care  the  ftate  of  the  finances  ;  and  they  wilt, 
alk  for  all  the  elucidations  that  may  be  neceffary  to  give  them  a  thorough  knowledge  o£ 
the  fubject. 

39  Of  livres;  about  four  millions,  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

5.  The 
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"  c    The  account  of  the  revenue  and  the  expenditure  **«  be  publifhed  every  year,  in  a 
for  n  to  be  preferred  by  the  State-General,  and  approved  by  the  king. 

•  ,   i  *^  „,rli  flomrtincnt   fli all  be  determined  in  a  manner  fixed 

to  the  fupport  of  his  houfhold. 

r-     u    r    '     niS    that    for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  the  different  expences  of  the 

that  celerity  which  the  public  fervice  requires. 

8    The  reprefentatives  of  a  nation,  faithful  to  the  laws  of  honour  and  probity,  will 
o.    I  he  repreiemaiivus,  PVnPAs  that  they  will  confirm 

-fandion  no  violations  of  public  engagements :  an    th r  king expe^    t  y 

and  confolidate,  in  the  moft  authentic  manner,  the  -confidence  ot  the 

o    When  the  avowed  declarations  of  the  clergy  and  nobles  to  renounce  their  pecuniary 

the  payment  of  pecuniary  contributions. 

,c  It  is  ,h,  t.V-  »».  I'M.  for  the  porpofe  of  enforcing  th'tt  Mnttljr  difpofition,  the 
"  ^  »  be  abolifhcd  throughout  .ho  kingdom,  and  .hat  that  .tnpoft  be  unrud 
7     ,T,be  twentieth    or  any  other  territorial  import,  or  elfe  replaced  in  feme   other 

e:i'::  roth*  a'jinrd  ;«ai  vu^  #**.  •»>-*  *«-«-?  °f  toion> rank- 


\V 

or  birth. 


X!  J/  a  *  iitfi  ««T,  that  the  right  of  Franc-fief  \*  abolifhed  the  moment  that  the 
revenue  and  expences  of  the  ftate  fhall  be  exadly  balanced. 

,2  All  property,  without  exception,  fiiall  be  invariably  refpecled  ;  and  his  majefty 
cxnreVsW  com  rehl  ds  under  the  name  of  property,  the  tenths,  hundredths  rents  nghts, 
"^^l^f^a,^^^^^  or  Wary  rights  and  prero- 
natives,  attached  to  eftatei  and  fiefs,  or  belonging  to  individuals. 

ID 

„    The  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate  fhall  continue  to  enjoy  their  exemption  from 
Pe  fonaTctrges  ;  but  the  king  wifhes  the  States-General  to  devife  fome  means    or  con- 
verting charges  of  this  defection  into  pecuniary  contributions,  when  all  the  orders 
the  ftate  fhall  be  equally  fubjed  to  them. 

7±.  It 
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14.  It  is  his  majefty's  intention  to  determine,  after  the  opinion  of  the  States-General, 
what  employment  and  places  fhall,  in  future,  preferve  the  privilege  of  ennobling  their 
poffeffors.  His  majeftv,  notwithstanding,  agreeably  to  the  right  which  is  inherent 
in  his  crown,  will  grant  letters  of  nobility  to  fuch  of  his  fubjedls  as,  by  fervices  ren- 
dered to  the  king  and  ftate,  may  have  proved  themfelves  worthy  of  fuch  a  reward. 

15.  The  king,  defirous  to  fecure  the  perfonal  liberty  of  all  citizens  on  a  folid  and  per- 
manent footing,  invites  the  States- General  to  feek  and  propofe  to  him  the  be  ft  means  of 
conciliating  the  abolition  of  thofe  orders,  known  by  the  name  of  Lclircs  de  Cachet,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  maintenance  of  public  fafety,  and  tne  precautions  necell'ary  to  be 
taken,  in  certain  cafes,  either  to  preferve  the  honour  of  families,  to  reprefs  with  celerity 
the  firft  efforts  of  fedition,  or  to  fave  the  ftate  from  the  effects  of  a  criminal  correspon- 
dence with  foreign  powers. 

16.  The  States-General  will  examine  and  communicate  to  his  majefty  the  moft  proper 
means  of  conciliating  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  with  the  refpedt  due  to  the  religion,  the 
manners,  and  the  honour,  of  the  citizens. 

17.  Provincial  ftates  fhall  be  eftablifhed  in  the  different  provinces  or  generalities  of 
the  kingdom,  of  which  two  tenths  fhall  he  eccleiiaftical  members,  and  a  part  of  that 
number  necelTarily  cholen  from  the  epifcopal  order;  three-tenths,  nobles;  and  five- 
tenths,  members  of  the  Third  Eftate. 

18.  The  members  of  thefe  provincial  ftates  fhall  be  freely  elected  by  the  refpecTive 
orders,  and  a  certain  proportion  of  property  fhall  be  neceflary  to  qualify  a  man  either  for 
an  elector  or  a  deputy. 

19.  The  deputies  of  thefe  provincial  ftates  fhall  deliberate  in  common  on  all  buftnefs, 
agreeably  to  the  cuiiom  which  prevails  in  the  provincial  affemblies  which  they  are  in- 
tended to  replace. 

20.  An  intermediate  commiffion,  chofen  by  the  ftates,  fhall  mannge  the  affairs  of  the 
province,  in  the  intervals  that  fliall  occur  between  the  different  feffions ;  and  thefe  inter- 
mediate enmmiftions,  on  which  the  whole  weight  of  refponfibility  fliall  reft,  fliall  have 
delegates,  appointed  either  by  themfelves  folely,  or  by  the  provincial  ftates. 

21.  The  ftatesgeneral  fliall  communicate  to  the  king  their  deilgns  with  refpeel  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  internal  organization  of  the  provincial  ftates,  and  to  the  feleition  of 
forms  applicable  to  the  election  of  members  of  that  afleinbly. 

G  g  22.  Independent 
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21.  Independent  of  the  objects  of  adminiftration  with  which  the  provincial  aflemhlies 
arc  entruded,  the  king  will  confide  to  the  provincial  dates  the  government  of  rhe  hofpi- 
tals,  prifons,  poor-houfes,  and  receptacles  for  foundlings  ;  the  infpeclion  of  municipal 
expenditure;  the  fuperintendance  of  the  foreds  ;  the  preservation  and  fale  of  woods,  and 
of  all  other  objects  which  may,  with  greater  convenience  and  utility,  be  managed  by 
the  provinces. 

23.  Thedifputes  which  have  arifen  in  the  provinces  where  ancient  dates  dill  exift,  and 
the  objections  which  have  been  darted  to  the  conditution  of  thofe  affemblies,  ought  to 
fix  the  attention  of  the  States-General,  who  will  make  known  to  his  majedy  the  juft 
and  wife  difpofitions  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt,  for  the  cdablifhment  of  per- 
manent order  in  the  adminidration  of  fuch  provinces. 

24.  The  king  invites  the  States-General  to  employ  themfelves  in  devifing  means  for 
turning  the  royal  domains  to  the  greated  advantage  ;  and  alfo  to  impart  to  him  their  ideas 
on  the  proper  conduct  to  be  obferved  with  regard  to  fuch  of  the  domains  as  are 
mortgaged. 

25.  The  States- General  will  take  into  their  confideration  the  project  which  his  majef- 
ty  has  long  fince  conceived  for  removing  the  cudom-houfes  to  the  frontiers  of  the 
kingdom,  iri  order  that  the  mod  perfect  freedom  may  prevail  in  the  internal  circulation  of 
national  or  foreign  merchandize. 

26.  His  majedy  is  defirous  that  the  bed  effects  of  the  duty  upon  fait,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  that  branch  of  the  revenue,  may  be  carefully  difcufled  ;  and  that,  at  all  events, 
means  may,  at  lead,  be  devtfed  for  rendering  the  collection  of  it  lefs  burdenfome. 

27.  His  majedy  alfo  wills  tjiat  the  advantages  and  inconveniences  of  the  aids  and 
other  impods  be  attentively  examined  ;  but  without  lofing  fight  of  the  abfolute  neceflity 
of  edablifhing  an  exact  balance  between  the  revenue  and  the  expences  of  the  date. 

28.  Agreeably  to  the  wifh  which  the  king  exprefled,  in  his  declaration  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  September  lad,  his  majedy  will  examine  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  attention 
the  projects  that  fhall  be  communicated  to  him  relative  to  the  adminidration  of  judice, 
and  to  the  means  of  perfecting  the  civil  and  criminal  laws. 

29.  The  king  wills  that  the  laws,  which  he  fhall  havecaufed  to  be  promulgated  during 
the  fitting  and  after  the  advice,  or  agreeably  to  the  wiihes,  of  the  States-General,  expe^ 
rience  in  their  regiftration  "and  execution  no  kind  of  delay  or  obfiacle,  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  his  kingdom. 

30.  It 
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30.  It  is  his  majefty'sw/7/,  that  the  Corvee,  for  the  making  and  repair  of  the  roads,  he 
totally  and  perpetually  abolifhed  in  his  kingdom. 

31.  The  kingdefires  that  the  abolition  of  the  Droit  de  main  morte,  of  which  his  ma- 
jefty  has  fet  the  example  in  his  own  domains,  may  be  extended  throughout  France  ;  and 
thatfome  means  may  be  devifed  for  providing  fucli  indemnity  as  may  be  due  to  the  noble- 
men who  are  in  pofleffion  of  this  right. 

32.  His  majefty  will  forthwith  make  known  to  the  States- General  the  regulations  he 
is  about  to  adopt  for  the  purpofe  of  retraining  the  Capitaineries ;  and  for  giving,  by  fuch 
reftri<5tions  on  what  more  immediately  affeds  his  perfond  enjoyments,  a  frefh  teftimony 
of  his  love  for  his  people. 

33.  The  king  invites  the  States-General  to  confider  every  circumfbance  attending  the 
drawing  of  the  militia,  and  to  adopt  proper  means  for  reconciling  what  is  necelTary  for 
the  defence  of  the  ftate  with  the  relief  which  his  majefty  is  anxious  to  procure  for  his 
fubjetSts. 

34.  The  kings  wills  that  all  the  difpofitions  of  public  order,  and  of  beneficence  to- 
wards his  people,  which  his  majefty  fhall  have  fandtioned  during  the  prefent  feffion  of 
the  States-General,  thofe,  among  others,  which  relate  to  perfonal  liberty,  to  the  equali- 
ty of  contributions,  and  to  the  eftablifhment  of  provincial  ftates,  may  never  be  changed 
without  the  confent  of.  the  three  orders,  feparately  taken.  His  majefty  places  them  be- 
fore-hand on  the  lift  of  national  property,  which  it  is  his  wifh  to  fecure,  as  well  as  every 
other  fpecies  of  property,  in  the  molt  authentic  manner.  • 

35.  His  majefty,  after  reminding  the  States-General  of  the  neceflity  of  directing,  in 
concert  with  him,  their  attention  to  great  objects  of  public  utility,  and  to  every  thing 
which  can  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  declares,  in  a  manner  the  mojl  exprefs 
that  he  will preferve  entire,  and  without  thefmallcjl  refrUlion,  the  injlitution  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  all  authority,  police,  and  power,  over  the  military,  the  fame  as  has  ever  been  enjoyed, 
by  all  the  kings  of  France  39. 

Previous  to  the  production  of  this  piece,  another  paper  was  read  by  the  keeper  of  the 
feals,  in  which  his  majefty  declared  the  three  diftinct  orders  to  be  the  only  true  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  ;  that  their  deliberations  therefore  were  to  be  feparate,  though,  on 

39  A  French  author  has  obferved  that  "  This  declaration,  a  little  modified,  might  become  the  Magna  Charts  of  the 
"  French  people  ;  and  a  bad  kicg  would  certainly  never  have  granted  it,  until  he  had  loft  many  battles," 

Gg  2  fubjedr? 
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fubjecls  of  general  utility,  they  might,  -with  his  caifent,  be  in  common  ;  but  he  faid,  that 
from  thefe  he  exprefsly  excepted  whatever  might  regard  ihc  form  to  be  given  tothe  next 
affembly  of  the  States,  the  ancient  conftitutionnl  rights  of  the  threeordeis,  and  the  fignorial 
property  and  honorary  prerogatives  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  ;  but  lie,  at  the  fame  time, 
declared  his  defire,  that,  in  the  public  contributions  and  taxes,  all  pecuniary  diilinctions 
and  privileges  fhould  ceafe. 

The  king  clofed  the  Seance  by  faying — "  You  have  heard  the  refult  of  my  wifhes ; 
"  they  are  conformable  to  an  ardent  defire  to  promote  the  public  good  ;  and  if,  from  any 
"  fatality,  and  contrary  to  my  hopes,  you  fhould  abandon  me  in  fo  laudable  an  enter- 
"  prize;  alone,  I  will  confider  myfelf  to  be  the  true  reprefentative  of  my  people;  alone, 
"  I  will  feek  their  happinefs  ;  and,  as  1  know  the  inftrucTions  you  have  received,  and  the 
**  perfect  accord  that  exifts  in  the  views  of  the  greatefl  part  of  the  nation  and  my  inten- 
*•  tions,  I  will  have  all  the  confidence  that  fo  uncommon  a  harmony  ought  to  obtain, 
"  and  go  forward  to  the  object  I  would  arrive  at,  with  the  courage  and  firmnefs  fuch 
"  confidence  fhould  infpire.  Reflect,  gentlemen,  that  none  of  your  plans,  none  of  your 
*'  rcfolutions,  can  have  the  force  of  laws  without  my  fpecial  approbation.  I  am  the 
"  natural  guarantee  of  your  refpeclive  rights,  and  the  three  orders  of  the  ftate  may  rely 
"  on  my  impartiality.  Any  difplay  of  miftruff.  on  your  part,  would  be  manifeflly  an 
*'  act  of  injuftice  to  me.  It  is  only  I,  as  yet,  who  have  done  every  thing  for  the  public 
"  welfare  ;  and  it,  perhaps,  has  feldom  happened,  that  the  only  ambition  of  a  fovereign  has 
«•  been  to  obtain  of  his  fubjects  agreement  among  themfelves,  in  accepting  the  advantages 
"  which  he  offers  them. 

"  I  order  you,  gentlemen,  to  feparate  immediately  ;  to  meet  again  to-morrow,  each 
"  order  in  its  refpecTive  chamber,  and  to  re-commence  your  proceedings.  I  order  the 
"  grand-mafter  of  the  ceremonies  to  prepare  your  halls  accordingly." — The  king  then 
role,  and  quitted  the  affembly. 

Whoever  attentively  confiders  the  king's  "  declaration  of  his  intentions,"  mufr.  ac- 
knowledge that,  whatever  imperfections  it  poffeffed,  confidered  as  a  fcheme  of  govern- 
ment ;  whatever  objections  fome  of  its  parts  were  perhaps  liable  to,  and  whatever  de- 
ficiencies certainly  remained  to  be  fupplied  in  others,  it  prefented  fuch  an  amelioration  of 
the  conftitution,  fuch  a  falutary  plan  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the 
property  of  individuals,  that,  inflead  of  being  rejected  with  contempt,  it  ought  to  have 
been  received  with  joy  and  gratitude,  by  every  true  patriot  and  real  friend  to  his  country. 
Its  great  fault  was  the  dictatorial  ftile  of  its  compofition,  and  the  too  frequent  introduc- 
tion of  the  "  king's  will;"  and  its  application,  without  management,  in  too  harm  and  ab- 
folute  a  manner,  in  enforcing  the  injunctions.  But  what  man,  circumftanced  as  the 
members  of  the  national  affembly  then  were,  and  fituated  as  the  kingdom  then  was— 

what 
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what  man,  who  had  the  good  of  his  country  at  heart,  would  have  fo  far  quarrelled  with 
the  mode  of  introduction,  as  to  reject  the  matter  introduced,  when  calculated  to  promote 
the  mofl  beneficial  purpofes?  Who  would  wifh  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  a  fick  child, 
that  carts  away  the  medicine  that  would  reftore  health,  becaufe  naufeous  to  the  palate, 
or  adminiftered  in  an  unpleafant  form? 

The  article  which  related  to  perfonal  fecurity  was  cenfured  as  not  being  fufficiently 
explicit  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  but  furely  the  States  had  it  in  their  power  to  demand 
the  mofl:  effective  Habeas  Corpus  Ail  that  could  be  framed  ;  and,  if  the  king  refufed  to 
comply — which  did  not  even  admit  of  a  fuppofition — not  to  grant  a  fingle  fubfidy  un- 
til he  did. 

But  what  tended  moft  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  commons  from  the  prop-.fed  regu- 
lations, w*  certain  reftridtions  contained  in  the  paper  read  by  the  keeper  of  the  feals,. 
previous  to  the  publication  of  the  king's  "intentions."  This  paper  was  entitled  "  The 
"  king's  declaration,  concerning  the  prefent  feflion  of  the  States-General;"  and  the  re- 
ftriclions  principally  related  to  the  relative  and  diftincl  limits  and  functions  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  orders.  One  claufe  ran  thus — "  The  king  wills,  that  the  diftinction  of  the 
«*  three  orders  fhould  be  preferved  entire,  as  effentially  connected  with  the  constitution  ; 
"  and  that  the  deputies  freely  eledted  by  each  of  the  three  orders,  forming  three  cham- 
u  bers,  deliberating  by  orders,  but  having  a  right,  with  the  fovereign's  approbation,  to 
•*  agree  on  deliberations  in  common,  can  alone  be  confidered  as  the  reprefentative  body  of 
"  the  nation  ;  confequently  the  king  declares  null  the  deliberations  taken  by  the  depu- 
**  ties  on  the  feventeenth  of  this  month,  as  well  as  all  others  that  may  have  followed 
"  it."  However  difgulling  fuch  a  mode  of  promulgating  the  royal  will  might  be  deem- 
ed, whoever  confiders,  with  a  mind  unwarped  by  prejudice,  the  regulations  announced 
by  this  claufe,  mud  avow  that  they  breathed  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  that 
they  were  faniSticned  by  the  prefcription  of  centuries  ;  the  former  part  of  the  claufej 
therefore,  is  merely  declaratory,  and  the  latter  part,  which  can  alone  be  confidered  as 
bearing  any  refemblance  to  a  pofitive  enacting  claufe,  appears  to  be  a  neceffary  confe- 
rence of  thefirft:  for  if  the  three  orders  could  alone  conftitute  the  reprefentative  body 
of  the  nation,  it  is  evident  that  no  one  of  them  was  competent  to  any  exercife  of  legif- 
lative  power,  and  that  any  attempt  of  that  kind  muft  be  an  unwarrantable  affumption  of 
authority,  a  direct  and  flagrant  ufurpation,  pregnant  with  the  moft  dangerous  confe- 
quences.  This  being  admitted,  who  was  to  fupply  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  who  was  to 
correct  the  ufurpation?  Undoubtedly  the  king,  who,  until  the  States  were  duly  and  le- 
gally conftituted,  was  the  only  guardian  of  the  conftitution,  cntrufted  with  fufficient 
power,  and  whofe  indifpenfable  duty  it  was,  to  fecure  it  from  invafion  or  attack. 

Another  article  prohibited,  for  the  fake  of  good  order,  of  decency,  and  of  the  freedom, 
of  deliberating  and  voting,  that  any  fpectators  fhould  in  future  be  permitted  to  aflift  at. 
the  deliberations  of  the  {tales. 

Though. 


2-S  KEIGN    OF  [1789. 

Though  noreftricYion  was  ever  more  abfolutely  neceflary,  none  was  ever  more  unpo- 
pular than  this;  the  clamorous,  fcandalous,  and  daring  behaviour  of  the  fpectators  had, 
from  the  beginning,  exceeded  all  bounds  of  order  and  decorum  ;  and  the  enormity  con- 
tinued every  day  to  encreafe,  until  at  length  no  member  could  venture  to  fpeak  or  vote, 
according  to  his  opinion,  if  in  that  he  differed  from  the  crowd  by  whom  he  was  furround- 
cd,  without  enduring  the  groffeft  abufe  and  moft  outrageous  threats  upon  the  fpot,  and 
encountering  imminent  danger  to  his  perfon  and  life  afterwards.  But  the  popular  leaders 
of  the  commons  knew  too  well  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  having  fuch  "  a  crowded 
«'  feminary  of  faction"  immediately  at  their  call  and  command,  as  well  as  their  ufeful- 
Bcfs  in  immediately  difTeminating  through  the  capital  all  the  novel  and  bold  affertions  and 
doctrines,  which  they  either  gathered  from  the  moft  violent  harangues  in  the  afTembly, 
or  which  fprang  from  their  own  factious  and  turbulent  difpofition,  to  rifque,  on  any  ac- 
count, the  lofs  of  fuch  faithful  auxiliaries,  who  immediately  directed  the  fentiments  of 
near  a  million  of  people,  and  the  influence  of  whofe  opinions  and  conduct  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Had  the  commons,  at  this  period,  difplayed  that  conciliatory  difpofition  which  was 
beft  calculated  to  promote  the  attainment  of  the  grand  object  for  which  they  were  con- 
vened;  had  they  facrificed  to  the  accomplishment' of  that  object  all  perfonal  animofities 
and  re  fen  t  merit,  all  views  of  private  ambition,  all  inferior  confiderations  of  whatever 
defcription,  and  from  whatever  fource  they  were  derived,  it  is  certain  that  the  king  had 
marked  out  for  them  a  plan,  by  the  purfuit  of  which  they  might  have  fecured,  on  the 
broad  and  permanent  bafis  of  rational  freedom,  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  the  general  profperity  of  the  ftate.  That^he  plan  required  numerous  mo- 
difications, additions,  and  extenfions,  is  indifputably  true;  but  it  is  not  lefs  true  that  the 
king  would  have  fanctioned  with  his  approbation  any  alterations  that  would  have  tended 
to  render  it  complete  and  perfect.  He  exprefsly  faid  to  the  States — "  1  do  not  mean  to  cir- 
"  cum/cribe  your  zeal  in  the  circle  I  have  traced,  as  I  will  adopt  with  plcajure  whatever 
"  may  be  propofed  by  the  States-General  for  the  public  welfare40."  What  a  glo- 
rious field  was  here  opened  to  them  !  a  field  in  which  harmony  and  order  might  ha*ve  ac- 
companied regulation  and  reform,  and  in  which  the  fair  plant  of  liberty  might  have  flou- 
rifhed — unchecked  by  the  noxious  weeds  of  anarchy  and  faction — in  a  foil  alike  conge- 
nial to  its  nature,  and  favourable  to  its  growth  4I  ! 

But, 

4°  "  Ce  n'eft  pas  pour  circonferire  votre  zele  dans  le  cercle  que  je  vais  tracer;  car  j'adoptcrai  avec  plaifir  toute 
autre  vue  de  bien  public  qui  feia  propofee  par  les  Etats-Gencraux.— Difcours  du  Roi." 

4*  The  anonymous  authors  of  an  Englifh  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  in  France,  to  which  we  have  before  had  occa- 
fion  to  advert,  fpeaking  of  the  '•  Declaration  of  the  king's  intentions,"  fay — "  The  odious  tyranny  of Lettres  de  Cadet 
"  WAS  FORMALLY  ANNOUNCED  TO  BE  CONTINUED,  •u.-itb  only  a  few  modifications.      A  GUARDED  silence  -was   obfeived 

■"  concerning  the  libcity  of  the  freftt  &c"  (vol.  i.  p.  92.)      It  is  fomewhat  ftrange  that  men  who  undertake  to  compofe  a 
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But,  unhappily  for  the  country,  the  infidious  arts  of  a  few  defigning  men  had  been 
fuccefsfully  exerted  in  mifleading  and  deceiving  the  majority  of  the  commons  as  to  the 
real  object  of  their  miflion  ;  and  had  perfuaded  them  to  adopt  the  prepofterous  idea,  that 
they  were  convened,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  improvement,  modification,  correction,  cr 
reform,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  framing  a  new  conjfatution.  And  though  this  idea  was  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  the  fpirit,  and  immediately  contradictory  to  the  language  of  thofe 
cnhlers,  or  inftrucYions,  which  they  had  folemnlv  fworn  to  obey,  it  was  too  flattering  to 
minds,  on  which  religious  and  moral  rectitude  had  not  previoufly  made  a  deep  impref- 
fion,  not  to  meet  with  an  eafy  and  favourable  reception.  Thofe  who  had  admitted  it 
fpurned  with  contempt  the  advantages  proffered  bv  their  fovereign ;  and  even  confidered 
the  royal  interference  as  an  invafion  of  their  own  authority,  though,  not  being  yet  law- 
fully conflituted,  they  coulcrnot  pofTefs  any  legal  power.  It  will  be  hereafter  ken  in 
what  manner  they  exercifed  the  fovereignty  they  had  aflumed,  and  how  far  their  confti- 
tution  of  1789  excelled  that  ameliorated  fyftem  of  government  which  might  have  bee;» 
formed  on  the  plan  prefented  by  the  king. 

Some  other  caufes  alfo  operated  unfavourably,  on  the  prefent  occafion.  The  procrarr 
tination  of  the  king's  minifters,   and  the  divifions  in  his  councils,  had  fuffered  that  lea-* 

hrftory,  fhouldneglecT  to  confult  fuch  authentic  documents  as  (late-papers;  and  fhould  prefer  to  that  infallible  fuurce- 
of  information  the  loofe  remarks  and  incautious  affertions  of  anonymous  paity-iuiiters.  By  givingour  readers  a  faithful 
tranflatiou  of  the  declaration,  we  have  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  detecting  the  fallacy,  or  rather  falfhood,  of 
fuch  affertions  as  thofe  we  have  quoted  above  :  we  have  fhewn  them,  that  fo  far  from  formally  announcing  the  continua- 
tion of  Lctttes  de  Cachet,  the  king  exprefsly  invited  the  States  to  devife  feme  means  for  preventing  their  abolition  from  ■ 
becoming  injurious,  in  certain  refpecb,  to  the  public  welfare  ;  we  have  fhewn  them,  too,  that  fo  far  from  obferving 
e  guanled  filence  on  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  he  devoted  aftfaiati  article  to  that  important  consideration,  defiling  onlv 
the  impofition  of  fuch  reftriiftions  as  might  fecure  religion  from  the  impious  attacks  of  the  infidel  or  fbitofofh  . 
as  might  guard  the  public  manners  from  being  polluted  by  obfeene  publications  ;  and  protect  the  honour  of  citizens 
from  invafion  by  perfonal  libels : — reftriclions,  the  wildom  and  propriety  of  which  no  man,  it  is  conceived,  will 
prefume  to  call  in  queition. 

It  is  no  difficult  matter  to  difcover  the  fource  whence  the  above  affertions  have  been  taken.  In  the  ttiftolre  de  la 
Rivoltttion  de  1789,  et  de  I'Etabliffement  d'une  Cinftitution  en  France,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte  (torn.  i.  p.  252), 
among  the  objections  to  the  royal  declaration,. are  the  following — "  Rie'n   de  positif  sue.    la   liberte  de    la 

"  PRESSE. L*INTENTION     FORMELLE    DE     CONSERVER    LES    LjTTRES    DE.CACHET,  AVEC     DE    V  Al  NES  MODIFI CA- 

"  tions."  Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne,  too,  has  the  affurance  to  afiert,  that  no  mention  is  made,  in  the  declaration,  of  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  ;  (White's  tranjlation  of  his  -work,  p.  73. J  though  he  muft  have  heard,  if  he  had  not  read,  the  fi'X- 
teenth  article,  which  runs  thus : 

*'  Les  Etats-Generaux  examineront  et  feront  connaitre  a  fa  Majefte  le  moyen  le  plus  convenable  de  concilier 
"  le  liberte'  de  la  preffe,  avec  le  refpect  du  a  la  Religion,  aux  moeurs,  et  a  l'honneur  des  citoyens." 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Two  Friends  to  Liberty,  though  generally  copious  in  their  accounts,  and  careful  to  fubmit  to 
their  readers  fuch  ftate  papers  as  tend  to  fubftantiate  their  own  arguments,  and  to  confirm  their  own  opinions,  have 
thought  proper  wholly  to  omit  the  king's  important  declaration.  But  the  praife  which,  in  this  inftance,  muft  be 
refufed  to  their  fidelity  fhould  be  beftowed  on  their  fagacity ;  for  that  authentic  document  would  certainly  have  ex- 
hibited a  direft  contradiction  to  their  own  affertions. 

fen 
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fan  to  clapfe,  in  which  any  plan  of  government  functioned  by  him  could  meet  with  a 
temperate  difculfion.  The  folly  and  violence  which  accompanied  the  introduction  of 
the  royal  feffion  had  likewife  foured  the  minds  of  men  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  would 
not  think  favourably  of  any  propofal  that  originated  with  the  fovereign.  Some  of  the 
expreffions  ufed  in  enforcing  the  different  articles  were,  behdes,  as  has  before  been  ob- 
ferved,  in  a  more  harfh  and  abfolutetone  than  the  prcfent  temper  would  admit,  and  afford- 
ed occ.Tion  for  a  farcafm,  that  the  king  wanted  to  convert  the  States- General  into  a  bed 
of  jufticc.  Nor  could  a  knowledge  of  mankind  warrant  the  expectation,  that  the  com- 
mons, in  their  prcfent  plenitude  of  power,  would  reiinquilh  the  fweets  of  that  felf-con- 
ftituted  fovereignty,  which  they  had  fo  newly  begun  to  exercife,  and  in  a  few  days  con- 
feat,  without  a  ltruggle,  to  refcind  their  firft  great  and  public  difplay  of  it. 

Asfoon  as  the  king  left  the  hall,  he  was  followed  by  the  nobles  and  the  gr:ater  part  of 
the  clergy  ;  but  the  members  of  the  Third  Eftate  remained,  though  fummoned  by  the 
grand-mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  to  retire.  "  You  know,  Sir," — laid  that  officer,  ad- 
drefiing  himfelf  to  the  prefident — "  the  intentions  of  the  king."  "  Yes,  Sir," — ex- 
claimed MirabeaU — "  we  have  heard  the  intentions  that  have  been  fuggejied  to  the  king*1; 
"  and  you,  who  cannot  be  his  agent  (fori  or  gone)  at  the  States-General,  you,  who  have 
«'  here  neither  feat,  nor  voice,  ncr  a  right  to  fpeak,  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind  us  of  his 
*'  fp:ech.  But,  in  older  to  avoid  all  equivoca  ion  and  delay,  I  declare  that  if  you  are 
"  inftructed  to  make  us  leave  this  place,  you  mull:  afk  for  orders  to  employ  force,  fince 
"  nothing  but  the  power  of  the  bayonet  fhall  compel  us  to  quit  our  feats." — The  mem- 
bers then  unanimoufly  exclaimed,  that  luch  was  their  determination. 

On  the  motion  of  M.  Camus,  fupported  by  Meffieurs  Barnave,  Glezen,  Petion,  and 
the  abhe  Grcgoire,  they  proceeded  to  a  confirmation  of  all  their  former  decrees  ;  in  the 
name  of  the  National  Affemhly,  they  declared  the  perfons  of  its  members  to  be  invio- 
lable, and  that  every  individual,  whether  in  a  private  or  public  ftation,  any  corporation, 
tribunal,  court,  or  commiffion,  who  fhould  dare,  during  or  after  the  prefent  feflions,  to 
reproach,  ill  ufe,  arreft,  detain,  or  caufe  to  be  arrefted  or  detained,  the  perlon  or  perfons 
of  anv  one  or  more  of  the  deputies,  for  any  motion,  opinion,  advice,  or  difcourfe,  made 
or  holden  in  the  aflerriMy,.  or  any  of  its  committees,  fhould  be  regarded  as  infamous,  and 
confidered  as  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

In  the  evening  a  great  number  of  the  deputies  went  to  compliment  the  minifter  of 
the  finances,   who  had  not  afiifted  at  the  royal  feflion.     A  rumour  prevailed  that  he  had 

*z  In  the  original  it  is— Us  intentions  iju'on  ttfuggcrcr*  au  Roi. — The  authors,  therefore,  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, adverted  to  in  the  preceding  note,  have  committed  a  grofs  error  in  translating  the  paffage  thus — "  The  ir.ten- 
«•  -nsris  which  have  been,  fuggefted  ty  the  king." 
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refigned.  Being  fent  for  by  the  king,  and  having  taken  the  public  way  through  the 
courts,  M.  Neckar  was  met  in  his  paflage  by  immenfe  crowds  of  people,  who  followed 
him  with  loud  acclamations,  which  were  redoubled,  when,  on  his  return,  he  informed 
them  that  he  would  remain  in  office.  The  mob  were,  on  this  occafion,  extremely  tu- 
multuous, and  celebrated  the  joyful  news,  that  had  been  communicated  by  the  minifter 
himfelf,  with  bonfires  and  huzzas,  almoft  under  the  windows  of  the  royal  apartments. 
The  refolutions,  which  had  been  entered  into  by  the  commons,  {hewed  the  people  that 
there  was  now  a  power  which  could  brave  the  authority  of  the  fovereign.  Infidious  at- 
tempts were  made,  by  dark  infinuations,  to  imprefs  their  minds  with  the  conviction  that 
the  declarations  of  the  king  were  infincere;  and  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other  they  fpoke  with  enthufiafm  of  men,  who,  they  were  taught  to  believe,  had  ex- 
pofed  themfelves  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  on  their  account. 

But  the  ferment  at  Verfailles  was  nothing,  when  compared  with  that  which  prevailed 
at  Paris,  which  had  been  daily  encreafing,  with  more  or  lefs  rapidity,  ever  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  in  proportion  as  the  nobles,  and  afterwards  the  court,  attempted,  in  any 
degree,  to  oppofe  or  controul  the  pretenfions  of  the  commons.  The  people  were  far 
from  being  left  to  their  free  agency  in  this  refpedt:  for  the  pains  were  infinite,  and  the 
induftry  unceafing,  which  were  ufed  to  prejudice  and  inflame  them,  and  to  operate  with 
the  fulleft  effect  upon  their  molt  dangerous  paflions.  The  fifh-women  of  Paris — called 
les  Poiflardes,  and  fometimes  les  Dames  de  la  Halle — had  from  time  immemorial  affumed 
the  privilege  of  being  the  leaders  of  all  political  mobs  ;  on  which  occafions  their  fex, 
however  difguifed  or  degraded,  fcreened  them  from  many  mifchiefs,  punifhments,  and 
dangers,  to  which  their  fellow-rioters  of  the  mafculine  gender,  if  they  had  acted  an 
equal  part,  mull;  have  been  inevitably  expofed.  It  was  impoflible  that  thefe  women,  tur- 
bulent, violent,  and  ferocious,  if  not  by  nature,  at  leaft  by  habit,  and  ever  accuftomed  to 
wade  through  all  the  loweft  finks  of  profligacy,  could  pafs  fo  glorious  an  opening  to  mif- 
chief  as  was  now  prefented. 

The  fex  iikewife  afforded  another  body  of  auxiliaries,  more  infinuat'ng  and  lefs  fa- 
vage  in  appearance,  but  not  lefs  effective,  and  fcarcely,  in  act,  lefs  fanguinary  and  fero- 
cious than  the  former.  Thefe  were  the  courtezans,  whofe  numbers  in  that  capital,  not- 
withstanding its  known  and  long-eftablifhed  pre-eminence  in  profligacy,  exceeded  all 
bounds  of  credibility.  But  as  thefe  ladies  were  hired,  and  their  fervice  paid  for  in  money, 
they  were  rather  to  be  confidered  as  a  body  of  ufeful  light  mercenary  troops,  than  as 
faithful  difinterefled  allies,  like  the  Dames  de  la  Halle,  who  acted  purely  from  principle, 
through  their  innate  paffion  for  confufion  and  mifchief.  The  former  were  not,  however, 
by  any  means  flack  in  difplaying  their  zeal  and  their  talents  ;  and,  independent  of  the 
fervices  peculiar  to  their  vocation,  were  highly  diftinguifhed  in  fome  of  the  moft  active 
and  trying  fcenes  of  violence,  blood,  and  horror,  that  fucceeded. 

H  h  The 
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The  garden  of  the  Palais  Royal,  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  was  now  become 
the  grand  theatre  of  popular,  or,  to  fpeak  more  correctly,  of  mob  politics.  It  was  faij 
by  the  duke's  enemies — and,  unhappily,  there  is  not  iefs  truth  than  feverity  in  the  after- 
tion — that,  after  long  being  the  fcene  of  all  the  crimes  of  licentioufnefs,  it  was  now  be- 
come the  theatre  of  all  the  crimes  of  ferocity.  Hired  orators  were  here  employed1  to  in- 
flame the  multitude  to  every  act  of  the  moft  atrocious  violence.  Each  of  tliefe,  exalted 
upon  a  ftool,  chair,  or  table,  was  furrounded  by  a  groupe  as  confulerable  as  could  come 
within  a  reafonable  difbuce  for  hearing;  arid  was  obliged  to  act  as  moderator,  or  prefi- 
dent,  to  prevent  the  tumultuous  interference  of  the  eager  voices,  which  all  wifhedto  be 
heard  at  the  fame  time.  In  thefe  groupes  all  the  forms  of  parliamentary  debates  were 
alternately  objects  of  imitation  and  denfion  ;  violent  refolutions  of  cenfure,  intermixed 
with  menaces  of  direct  outrage,  were  pafled  againft  the  princes,  the  courtiers,  the  nobles, 
and  the  clergy  ;  nor  did  the  queen  always  efcape.  Thefe  groupes  were  fed,  and  ftill 
more  inflamed,  by  the  frequent  arrival  of  bulletins,  or  notes,  bringing  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  at  Verfailles,  and  of  the  fpeeches  or  expreffions  ufed  by  the  moft  violent 
leaders  of  the  commons.  Thefe  were  inftantly  read  to  the  crowd,  and  heard  with  the 
moft  anxious  attention,  and  the  moft  eager  enthufiafm  ;  but  if  any  man  was  fo  incau- 
tious or  unfortunate  as  to  fay  any  thing  in  defence  of  the  court  or  the  nobles,  or  to  ex- 
prefs  any  difapprobation  at  the  conduct  of  the  commons,  nothing  lefs  than  the  fwiftnefs 
of  his  heels,  or  his  inftantly  fubmitting  to  make  a  formal  amende  honorable,  by  exclaim- 
ing, Vive  le  Tiers  Etat  !  could  fave  him  from  immediate  corporal  punifhment. 

It  being  difficult  to  form  any  juft  conception  of  the  fcenes  which  were  exhibited  at 
this  time,  in  thefe  gardens,  and  by  thefe  orators,  a  relation  of  the  particulars  of  one  of 
them,  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  fome  peculiarities  from  the  general  clafs,  may  at  once 
ferve  to  gratify  curiofity,  and  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  ivifdom  and  temper  with 
which  their  deliberations  were  conducted.  We  have  before  fliewn  that  M.  d'Efpre- 
rnenil,  by  his  vigorous  oppofition  in  the  parliament  of  Paris  to  the  defigns  of  the  late 
minifter,  and  by  his  confequent  impiifonment,  had  become  the  idol  of  the  populace. 
Ke  had  fince  been  elected  by  the  nobility  of  Paris  one  of  their  deputies  to  the  States  ; 
and  being  charged  as  one  of  the  great  promoters  of  the  obftinacy  difplayed  by  that  order 
in  their  conflict  with  the  commons,  and  alfo  as  having  advifed  a  diflolution  of  the  States 
— though  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  latter 
charge — not  only  loft  his  former  popularity,  but  became  one  of  the  moft  odious  men  in 
the  kingdom,  particularly  with  the  Parifians.  An  orator  in  the  Palais  Royal  made  a  mo- 
tion one  day,  that  as  they  could  not  reach  his  perfon,  they  Jhould  burn  his  houfe  in  Paris, 
and  murder  his  wife  and  children.  This  horrid  propofal  was  received  with  fuch  marks  of 
approbation  as  feemed  to  enfure  its  adoption  ;  but  another  orator,  thinking  the  propofal 
went  too  far,  and  knowing  the  inefficacy  of  any  appeal  to  juftice  or  humanity,  mounted 
$he  ftool  in  turn,  and  harangued  the  mob  in  the  following  terras:    "  Gentlemen,  you 
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"  may  affure  yourfelves  that  the  fcheme  of  revenge  now  propofed  would  be  no  punifli- 
•*  ment  to  the  offender;  for  his  houfe  and  furniture  belong  to  the  landlord;  his  wife 
"  belongs  to  the  public;  and  his  children  may,  perhaps,  belong  to  fome  of  yourfelves." 

This  fcandalous  and  brutal  jeft,  and  as  falfe  in  every  fenfe  as  it  was  brutal,  was,  how- 
ever, fo  well  calculated  to  fuit  the  capacity  and  tafte  of  his  auditors,  that  it  produced  the 
effecl:  intended  by  the  orator:  the  mob  laughed,  their  rage  evaporated  in  the  clumfy 
joke,  and  M.  d'Efprefmenil's  houfe  and  family  were  faved. 

Thus  were  the  Parifians  gradually  trained  to  a  defiance  of  all  laws,  to  a  mockery  of 
all  fubordination,  and  to  the  contemplation  of  cruelties  the  mod  inhuman,  without  the 
unpleafant  accompaniment  of  wounded  feelings.  At  the  fame  time,  it  excited  the  aflo- 
nifhmentof  all  wh©  confidered  the  natural  temper  of  the  nation,  to  behold  the  patience 
and  inflexible  perfeverance,  with  which  thefe  groupes  of  politicians  in  the  Palais  Royal 
endured  all  the  rigours  of  a  burning  fun,  and  refilled  all  the  calls  of  nature  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  partly  in  liftening  to  thefe  orators,  and  partly  in  difplaying  their  own 
knowledge  and  ability  in  affairs  of  government. 

Their  general  difpofition  to  revolt  was  now  become  fo  open  and  evident,  that  M. 
Neckar  found  it  neceffary  to  write  a  letter  toM.  du  Crofne,  the  lieutenant  of  the  police, 
giving  an  affurance  from  himfelf,  that  the  court  had  no  intention  to  diffolve  the  States- 
General.  For,  though  Neckar  was  little  liked  by  the  leaders  of  any  of  the  parties,  he 
continued  to  be  as  dear  as  ever  to  the  Parifians,  who  ft i  11  trufted  fomething  to  his  word, 
though  they  paid  not  the  fmallefl  degree  of  credit  to  that  of  their  fovereign. 

The  commons  found  themfelves  fo  ftrong  in  the  public  fupport,  that  they  affected  to 
treat  the  king's  fyftem  and  declaration  with  that  filent  contempt  which  ufually  attends 
propofals  of  fuch  infignificance  as  merit  neither  confideration  nor  anfwer.  The  nobles, 
however,  declared  that  they  would  adhere  to  it;  but  their  adherence  came  too  late,  and  a 
plan  of  concord,  which,  if  propofed  in  time,  might  have  been  attended  with  happv  ef- 
fects, was  now  ftigmatized  as  a  plan  of  difguifed  llavery. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  the  count  de  Clermont-Tonnerre-  moved,  that  the 
nobles  fhould  unite  with  the  commons;  and  was  ably  feconded  by  M.  de  Lally-Tolen- 
dal.  They  both  evinced  a  mod  ardent  defire  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  free  and  happy 
government,  though  in  the  mode  they  adopted  for  the  attainment  of  that  grand  objeel 
they  rather  difplayed  an  eagernefs  of  hope,  and  purity  of  intention,  than  any  depth  of 
political  knowledge,  or  extent  of  political  experience.  Their  arguments,  though  pecu- 
liarly forcible  under  the  prefent  afpe£t  of  affairs,  made  little  impreffion  on  the  great  body 
of  the  nobles,   who  were  extremely  averfe  from  a  jun&ion,  the  dangerous  confequences 
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of  which  they  forefaw.  They  were,  however,  ready  to  vote  a  general  adherence  to  the 
king's  plan,  and,  if  an  equal  conformity  prevailed  oil  the  other  fide,  to  unite  for  the  pre- 
fent  (according  to  its  terms)  with  the  other  orders,  and  to  conduit  the  public  bufinefs 
with  them  in  common. 

But  the  minority  being  tired  out  by  this  fruitlefs  perfeverance  of  their  numerous 
brethren,  and  having  likewife  diftindt  objedts  in  view,  and  holding  from  the  beginning 
principles  congenial  with  thofe  avowed  by  the  prevailing  party,  formed  a  determination  on 
that  very  evening  to  unite  with  the  commons.  This  they  performed  on  the  fucceeding 
day,  having  previoufly  fent  a  letter  to  their  prefident,  the  duke  of  Luxemburg!-),  expref- 
fing  their  concern  at  the  ftep  which  they  had  been  impelled  by  neceffity  and  duty  to 
take.  In  confequence  of  the  refiltance  of  the  majority  of  the  nobles,  and  of  feveral  of 
the  clergy,  many  anonymous  letters  were  written  to  fome  of  the  principal  members  of 
either  order,  threatening  to  take  away  their  lives,  and  burn  their  houfes  :  the  archbifhop 
of  Paris  was  even  attacked  in  his  carriage,  and  only  efcaped  afTaffination  by  the  fwiftneis 
:of  his  horfes,  and  the  prefence  of  mind  and  intrepidity  of  his  coachman  43. 

The  king  was  deeply  affected  by  the  diffentions  which  prevailed  between  the  different 
orders  ; — an  honeft  man,  and  a  good  citizen,  the  lole  object  of  his  wifhes  was  the  wel- 
fare of  the  fiate  44.  But  divided  between  his  own  fentiments,  and  the  fuggeftions  of 
others,  he  faw  himfelf,  with  forrow,  involved  in  a  labyrinth,  furrounded  on  all  fides  by 
rocks  and  precipices.  Repeated  councils  were  holdcn,  but  no  decifive  refolution  was 
adopted.  At  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  June,  a  council  met  at 
the  palace,  at  which  the  princes  of  the  blood  attended.  The  duke  of  Luxemburgh  ar- 
rived foon  after  they  had  affembled  ;  and  the  king  having  conducted  him  to  his  clofet,  the 
following  converfation  is  faid  to  have  paffed  between  them.  "  Monfieur  de  Luxem- 
"  burgh," — faid  Lewis — "  I  expect,  from  the  fidelity  and  affection  which  the  order  over 
"  which  you  prefide  bear  to  my  perfon,  its  union  with  the  other  two."  "  Sire," — re- 
plied the  duke — "  the  order  of  nobility  will  ever  be  forward  to  give  your  majefty  proofs 
"  of  their  devotion  to  you  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  they  have  never  given 
"  more  ftriking  proofs  of  their  attachment,  than  on  this  occafion  ;  for  it  is  not  their 
"  caufe,  but  that  of  the  crown  which  they  are  now  defending."  "The  caufe  of  the 
«'  crown?"  exclaimed  the  king.  "Yes,  Sire,  the  caufe  of  the  crown.  The  nobility 
"  have  nothing  to  lofe  by  the  union  which  your  majefty  defires  :  a'confequence  eftab- 
"  lifhed  by  ages  of  glory,  and  tranfmitted  from  generation  to  generation;  immenfe 
•'  riches,  together  with  the  talents  and  virtues  of  many  of  its  members,  enfure  them,  in 
"  the  National  Affembly,  all  the  influence  they  can  wifh  for;  and  I  am  certain  that 
♦'  they  will  be  received  with  tranfport.     But  has  your  majefty  been  taught  to  confider 
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«  the  conferences  of  this  union,  with  regard  to  yourfelf  ?  The  nohility  will  obey,  Sire, 
"  if  you  order  them  ;  but,  as  their  prefident,  as  the  faithful  fervant  of  your  majefty,  kt 
*'  me  entreat  your  permiflion  to  fuggeft  to  you  fome  farther  reflexions  upon  a  meafur.e 
*•  fodecifive." — The  king  having  fignified  that  he  would  lifter)  to  him  with  pleafure,  the 
duke  proceeded  thus:  "  Your  majefty  well  knows  what  degree  of  power  the  public 
"  opinion  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  afllgn  to  its  reprefentatives — it  is  fo  great,  that  the 
"  fovereign  authority  with  which  you  are  invefted,  remains,  as  it  were,  dumb  in  its  pre- 
•«  fence.  This  unlimited  power  exifts  in  its  utmoft  plenitude  in  the  States-General,  how- 
4t  ever  compofed  ;  but  their  divifion  into  three  chambers  confines  their  action,  and  pre- 
**  fer yes  your  own.  United,  they  own  no  mafter;  divided,  they  are  your  fubjects.  The 
**  deficit  in  your  finances,  and  the  fpirit  of  infubordination  which  has  infected  the  army, 
•'  impede,  I  know,  the  deliberations  of  your  councils ;  but  your  faithful' nobility,  Sire, 
**  ftill  remain  true  to  you.  At  this  inftant  they  have  the  choice,  either  to  go,  as  your 
"  majefty  invites  them  todo,  and  partake  with  then  co-deputies  of  the  exercife  of  the  l'e- 
"  giflative  power,  or  to  die  in  defending  the  prerogatives  of  the  throne.  The  part  they 
"  will  take  admits  not  of  a  doubt — they  will  die  ;  and  for  that  they  afk  no  return  of 
"  gratitude  ;  it  is  their  duty.  But,  in  facrificing  their  lives,  they  will  fave  the  indepen-. 
"  dence  of  the  crown,  and  annul  the  operations  of  the  National  Aflembly,  which  cer- 
"  tainly  will  never  be  deemed  complete,  when  a  third  of  its  members  ftiall  have  fallen 
*'  victims  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  and  the  (word  of  aflaflins.  I  conjure  your  ma- 
**  jefty  to  reflect  on  the  confiderations  which  I  have  the  honour  of  fuggefting  to  you.'" 

"  M.  de  Luxemburgh,". — replied  the  king,  with  fi'rmnefs — "  I  have  reflected  ;  I  am 
«•  determined  to  make  every  facrifice  ;  and  I  will  not  fuffer  a  Jingle  man  to  perijh  in  efpouf- 
"  big  my  caufe.  Tell,  therefore,  the  order  of  nobility,  that  I  requeft  them  to  join  the 
"  other  two.  If  that  will  not  fuffice,  I  command  them  as  their  fovereign,  Je  le  veu.w 
"  If  there  be  afingle  member  of  that  order,  who  confiders  himfelf  bound  by  his  injlruc- 
"  tions,  his  oath,  and  his  honour,  to  remain  in  the  chamber,  let  me  know  it  ;  I  will  go  and 
"  place  myfelf  at  his  fide,  and  die  with  him  if  there  be  occafion  4S." 

The  cardinal  de  Rochefoucaud  and  M.  Neckar  next  attended  the  council,  which  broke 
up  at  eleven  o'clock ;  when  the  prefidents  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  left  the  king,  each 
taking  with  him  a  letter  from  his  majefty,  to  be  communicated  to  his  order.  The  letter 
was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 

M  Coufin — Solely  intent  on  promoting  the  general  good  of  my  kingdom,  and  wifhing 
*'  above  all  things  to  fee  the  aflembly  of  the  States-General  occupied  with  objects  that 
**  intereft  the  nation,  after  the  voluntary  acceptance  of  my  declaration  of  the  twenty- 
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<4  third  of  this  month,  I  engage  my  faithful  clergy  to  unite,  without  delay,  with  the 
"  two  other  orders,  to  accelerate  the  accomplifliment  of  my  paternal  views.  Thofe  who 
*•  are  bound  by  their  powers,  may  go  thither  without  giving  their  votes,  until  fuch  time 
M  as  they  fhall  have  received  frefh  powers.  I  fhall  confider  a  compliance  with  my  rc- 
"  cjueft  as  a  new  mark  of  your  attachment,  &c." 

The  mandate  of  the  king  was  obeyed  without  hefitation  by  the  clergy  ;  but  in  the 
chamber  of  the  nobles  a  long  and  violent  debate  took  place,  during  which  the  duke  of 
Luxemburgh  read  a  letter  from  the  count  d'Artois,  infinuating  that  any  farther  re- 
fi  fiance  might  endanger  his  majefty's  life.  M.  de  Cazales  cried  out,  with  the  mod  ener- 
getic voice,  that  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy  was  more  facred  than  the  monarch,  and 
that  the  perpetual  reparation  of  the  orders  was  its  only  fupport.  But  the  duke  of  Lux- 
emburgh, rifing  from  his  feat,  exclaimed,  "  Gentlemen,  this  is  not  the  time  todeliberate, 
"  but  to  fave  the  king  and  country.  The  king's  perfon  appears  to  be  in  danger;  which 
"  of  us  then  can  hefitate  a  moment?"  The  exhortation  was  too  powerful  to  be  refill- 
ed by  men  whole  loyalty  was  proverbial  :  the  vote  of  union  was  accordingly  carried,  and 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  (of  the  twenty- feventh  of  June  )  the  commons  were 
acquainted  that  the  nobles  were  coming  into  their  hall. — They  were  accompanied  by 
the  remaining  diflidents  of  the  clergy,  cardinal  de  Rochefoucault,  who,  on  his  entrance, 
laid,  "  We  are  conducted  hither  by  our  love  and  refpecT:  for  the  king,  by  our  defire  of 
««  peace,  and  our  zeal  for  the  public  welfare"  The  duke  of  Luxemburgh,  as  prefident 
of  the  nobility,  faid,  "  The  order  of  the  nobility  refolved  this  morning  to  come  to  this 
"  hall,  to  give  the  king  a  mark  of  its  refped~t,  and  the  nation  a  proof  of  its  patriotifm."— 
Same  of  the  nobles,  however,  withdrew  from  the  States  entirely  ;  fuch  compliance,  they 
faid,  being  incompatible  with  their  duty  to  their  order,  to  their  country,  and  to  their 
fovereign  himfelf,  who,  they  infilled,  had  been  deceived.  As  manv  of  the  deputies  of  the 
nobility  as  had  received  pofitive  commands  from  their  conftituents  to  maintain  the  orders 
feparate,  declared,  in  the  way  of  proteft,  their  inability  to  take  any  part  in  the  refolutions 
of  the  affembly,  without  violating  their  oaths,  unlefs  the  inftrucVions  they  had  volun- 
tarily fworn  to  obferve  fhould  be  refcinded.  M.  de  Perigord,  a  young  man  lately  made 
bifhop  of  Autun,  moved  that  all  imperative  inftruclions  fhould  be  declared  void  ;  but 
thofe  deputies  of  the  nobility  refufed  to  avail  themfelves  of  it,  nor  did  they  vote  in  the 
aflembly,  until  empowered  by  their  conftituents. 

Public  rejoicings  and  illuminations  took  place  upon  this  union  of  the  orders,  and  the 
people  fondly  thought  that  the  happinefs  of  the  nation  was  complete.  But  every  man 
of  reflection  muft,  it  is  conceived,  have  been  aware  that  this  meafure  was  pregnant 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  Confidertd  abftractedly,  indeed,  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient for  reconciling  difcordant  parties,  it  was  defervingof  commendation  ;  but  was  it  not 
cafy  to  forefee  that  the  whole  influence  of  the  commons  would  be  exerted  to  render  the 
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union  permanent,  and,  by  the  removal  of  that  counterpoife  which  the  reparation  of  orders 
eftabliihed,  fecure  to  the  democratic  party  fuch  an  undue  influence  as  would,  in  the 
fir  ft  in  fiance,  fhake  the  bafis,  and,  by  degrees,  deftroy  the  whole  fabric,  of  the 
monarchy  ? 

It  furely  required  no  great  ftretch  of  political  fagacity  to  perceive  the  danger  of  trufl— 
ing  the  whole  power  of  a  mighty  ftate  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  affembly,  without  any 
other  to  check  or  regulate  its  conduct,  or  any  power  whatever  in  the  government  which 
could,  even  by  the  interpofition  of  a  negative,  attempt  to  reftrain  the  exorbitances  to- 
which  a  body,  poffeffed  of  fuch  unexampled  authority,  muft  a  1  mo  ft  be  necefiarily  fubjedt. 
It  was  evident,  that  in  fuch  an  afiemblage  all  its  power  muft  be  fubjetted  to  the  caprice  or 
defign  of  a  majority  ;  that  the  diflenting  minority,  whatever  its  number,  could  do  no- 
thing more  than  complain  ( if  they  were  allowed  to  do  that)  and*  would  thereby  become 
entirely  ufelefs ;  while  the  triumphant  majority,  by  a  proper  management  of  the  in- 
flamed populace,  with  the  national  purfe  and  the  fword  in  their  hands,  might  eftabiifh 
the  moft  complete  tyranny,  under  a  republican  name  or  form,  and  render  it  unalterable, 
by  boldly  perpetuating  their  own  exiftence. 

From  the  time  the  union  of  the  orders  took  place,  the  affembly — to  ufe  the  language 
ot  an  Englifh  writer,  whofe  juft  and  impartial  remarks  are  the  refult  of  perfonal  obfer- 
vation — prefents  to  us  the  idea  of  an  immenfe  fhip,  with  a  numerous  crew,  toiled  about, 
upon  the  waves,  without  any  one  to  direct  its  courfe.  We  fee  it  fometimes  agitated  by 
a  variety  of  paffions  and  interefts,  giving  way  to  fudden  impulfes,  paffing  refolutions  big. 
with  important  confequences  in  an  inftant,  and  again  fpending  days  and  weeks  on  objects 
of  the  moft  trifling  kind.  Many,  however,  have  aflertcd,  that  this  feemingly  contradic- 
tory conduct  was  in  reality  the  refult  of  defign:  that  thofe  refolutions,  which  tended  to 
deflroy  or  leffen  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fuperior  orders,  to  lower  their  impor- 
tance, and  to  gratify  the  people,  had  been  long  intended,  and  were  moved  by  the  demo- 
cratic party,  as  they  found  a  fit  occafion  :  that  thofe  of  the  oppoiitepartv  were  compelled. 
to  confent  to  them,  or  withdraw,  to  efcape  the  fury  ot  the  mob,  which  was  conftant- 
ly  at  hand  to  enforce  the  opinions  of  their  adverfaries :  and  that  whatever  might  tend  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  order  was  purpofely  delayed,  that  the  people,  in  the  mean  time, 
might  be  prepared  to  approve,  and  meafuresbe  taken  to  execute,  the  fchemes  that  were 
now  projected. 

As  to  the  caufe  of  the  apparently  fupine  and  queftionable  conduct  of  the  minifter,  it 
has  been  gravely  affirmed  by  fome,  that  he  was  himfelf  the  principal  promoter  of  the 
Revolution,  and  had  purpofely  adapted  the  meafures  of  government  to  that  end:  but 
though  this  idea  feems  merely  the  ebullition  of  an  inflamed  imagination,  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, that  he  was  eventually  the  caufe  of  it,  though,  probably,  without  any  fuch  de- 
fign . 
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fign.  He  feems  to  have  apprehended  that  the  reformations  he  defired,  and  chiefly  the 
reduction  of  expence,  and  the  equality  of  taxation,  would  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  one 
or  other  of  the  fuperior  orders ;  he  miftrufted  the  fupport  of  the  court ;  and  hence  he 
was  induced  to  give  a  preponderance  to  the  commons,  and  to  fuggcft,  at  the  opening  of 
the  States,  the  neceflity  of  their  fometimes  forming  but  one  aflembly,  and  voting  by 
numbers:  others  have  maintained,  that  his  forbearance  to  exert  his  influence  with  the 
deputies,  arofe  from  his  moral  character.  But  ought  he  not  to  liave  confidered,  that,  in 
times  of  general  efFervefcence,  when  a  numerous  aflembly  might  be  milled  by  the  arts  of 
intrigue,  and  the  efforts  of  private  ambition,  it  became  the  duty  of  a  virtuous  minifter  to 
ftand  forward,  and,  with  his  utmoft  influence,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  that  violence  which 
has  proved  fo  injurious  to  the  ftate,  and  ruinous  to  individuals?  And  would  he  not  have 
deferved  better  of  the  nation,  and  have  had  more  rational  grounds  for  felf-applaufe,  had 
he  boldly  exerted  himfelf,  rather  than  peevifhly  complained  of  a  wafte  of  time,  while  he 
was  a  tame  fpectator  of  meafures  which  he  feemed  in  private  to  condemn  ? 

Though  it  feems  evident  that  the  motives  which  led  him  to  compofe  the  States  in  the 
manner  he  did,  aimed  only  at  an  effectual  reform,  not  at  the  fubverfion  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  it  is  impoflible  to  confider  his  conduct,  after  they  were  opened,  without  fufpecYing 
that  it  arofe  from  the  too  high  notion  he  entertained  of  the  weight  of  his  perfonal  in- 
fluence. He  feems  to  have  expedited  that  his  opinions  would  have  been  adopted  with  the 
fame  implicit  fubmiflion,  in  the  great  hody  of  the  aflembly,  with,  which  he  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  them  received  in  the  circle  by  which  he  was  furrounded.  If  fuch  were 
really  his  belief,  he  has  mod:  fully  experienced  its  vanity  ;  he  was  deftined  to  the  mortifi- 
cation of  feeing  his  opinions,  firfl  filently  negledted,  and  afterwards  openly  condemned. 
One  of  the  beft  of  the  French  periodical  writers  has  obferved,  "  Nature  and  education 
•*  had  formed  him  for  bufmefs:  while  he  was  only  fit  to  conduit  the  finances  under  a 
"  ftatefman,  he  had  the  ambition  to  rule  ;  the  embarraflment  of  the  government  brought 
"  him  to  the  fituation  he  had  long  fighed  for;  he  wifhed  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the 
"  fluctuating  politics  of  an  intriguing  court  ;  and  meaning  only  to  reform  abufes,  in  the 
*•  fpace  of  a  few  months  he  overturned  the  kingdom." 

Paris,  raifed  and  fupported  by  its  vicinity  to  the  court,  not  by  induftry  and  commerce, 
contained  an  immenfe  number  of  perfons,  the  refufe  of  France  and  other  countries,  who, 
having  no  vifible  means  of  fubfiftance,  feemed  to  depend  on  chance,  and  were  ready  to 
be  employed  to  any  purpofe  46.  They  had  till  lately  been  reftrained  by  a  vigilant  and 
vigorous  ;  police  but  this  having,  as  we  have  feen,  greatly  relaxed  its  former  activity, 


*°  The  officers  ot*  the  police  calculated  that  there  were  almoft  fifty  thoufand  perfons,  at  this  period,  who  had 
no  vifible  way  of  maintaining  themfelves. 

thjfe 
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thofe  already  in  the  city  were  encouraged  to  proceed  to  exceffes,  while  their  numbers 
were  daily  augmented  by  a  variety  of  other  vagabonds,  that  now  flocked  in  from  the 
provinces. 

Riots,  occafioned  by  fcarcity  of  bread  and  other  caufes,  were  become  frequent  and 
dangerous  ;  the  fpirit  of  infurre&ion  feemed  rapidly  to  encreafc  ;  and  little  doubt  can  be 
entertained  of  the  truth  of  thofe  allegations,  which  declared  it  to  be  fecretly  encouraged. 
The  French  guards  had  been  fo  long  ftationed  to  preferve  order  in  Paris,  that  by  degrees 
their  intimacy  with  the  inhabitants  became  fo  clofe  that  it  led  them  to  imbibe  all  their 
political  opinions.  Among  thefe  was  the  new  doctrine,  which  was  taught  with  unceaf- 
ing  application  and  energy,  that  foldiers,  being  citizens  like  other  men,  were  to  confider 
their  duties  as  fuch  to  be  paramount  to  all  others  ;  that  having  an  equal  intereft  with 
their  brethren  in  whatever  related  to  the  public,  thev  were  to  judge  for  themfelves  on 
all  queftions  of  government  ;  and,  above  all  things,  that  nothing  could  be  a  greater  or 
more  parricidal  crime,  than  to  obey  any  orders  for  firing  upon  their  fellow  citizens,  in  the 
exercife  or  fupport  of  their  rights.  Thefe  guards  had  a  little  before  been  highly  unpo- 
pular, on  account  of  their  alacrity  in  quelling  fome  former  riots  ;  but  things  were  now 
fo  totally  changed  on  both  fides,  that  the  populace  feemed  to  adore  the  foldiers,  and  the 
latter  feemed  ready  to  go  even  beyond  them  in  any  a£r.  of  violence. 

Their  converfion  was  not,  however,  entirely  trufted  to  arguments  or  doctrines;  more 
effectual  means  were  employed  by  the  facTious  citizens,  who  were  profufe  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  wine,  women,  and  gold,  the  three  moft  powerful  agents  for  debauching  a  fol- 
diery.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  became  fo  licentious  and  daring,  that  their  command- 
ers found  it  neceflary  to  confine  them  in  their  barracks;  but  all  fenfe  of  fubordination 
and  of  military  difcipline  was  fo  totally  eradicated,  that,  on  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
fixth  of  June,  they  left  their  barracks  by  hundreds  at  a  time,  went  to  the  Palais-Royal, 
where  they  were  received  with  the  greattft  joy  by  the  multitude  ;  and  while  they  were 
feafted  and  plentifully  fupplied  with  wine,  money,  and  even  bank  notes  (billets  de  caljfc)  47 
were  profufely  diftributed  amongft  them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ftreets  and  gardens  re- 
founded  with  popular  ballads,  made  on  purpofe  to  encourage  and  inflame  the  foldicry. 
It  cannot,  then,  be  matter  of  aftonifhment,  that,  on  this  occafion,  they  fhould  join  the 
crowd,  and  even  enter  into  a  competition  with  them,  in  the  loudnefs  and  eagernefs  of 
their  huzzaing  for  the  Third  Eilate. 

For  thefe  and  fimilar  ails  of  difobedience  and  contempt  of  orders,  eleven  of  the  moft 
daring  and  refractory  foldiers  were  committed  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye  de  Saint  Ger- 
main, preparatory  to  their  trial  by  a  court-martial.     On  the  thirtieth  of  June,  a  letter 

*7  Hilloire  dc  la  Revolution  de  1789,  tom,  i.  p.  281. 
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was  read  aloud  in  the  garden  of  the  Palais-Royal,  inviting  the  people  to  the  deliverance 
of  thefe  brave  men,  who  were  fufFering  in  their  caufe.  This  produced  its  immediate  ef- 
kiSl.  The  people  flew  in  crowds  to  the  prilon  ;  forced  the  gates  ;  and  removed  the  prifoners 
to  the  Hotel  de  Geneve,  where  they  were  not  only  lodged  and  entertained,  but  loaded 
with  prefents.  The  next  day  a  deputation  of  young  Parifians  waited  on  the  National 
Aflembly,  requiring  from  them  the  free  difcharge  of  the  prifoners;  and  this  demand  was 
made  in  terms  that  (hewed  that  they  considered  the  claim  rather  as  a  matter  of  right 
than  of  favour.  The  aflcmbly  felt  their  embarraffed  lituation,  and  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tricate themfelves  by  a  kind  of  moderate  tempori/.ing  vote,  exhorting  the  Parifians  to 
tranquillity,  and  entreating  the  king  to  exercife  his  clemency  towards  the  delinquents. 
The  king  could  do  nothing  but  comply  ;  and  thus  was  an  end  put  to  military  discipline, 
as  well  as  to  civil  government,  in  Paris. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  force,  which,  in  cafe  of 
need,  could  have  been  brought  to  fupprefs  diforders,  would  have  proved  unequal  to  the 
talk.  Paris,  as  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  as  the  general  place  of  refidence  of  the 
nobility  and  perfons  attached  to  the  court,  or  employed  in  the  finances,  not  only  con- 
tained the  royal  treafury,  and  other  important  eftablifhments,  but  immenfe  private  pro- 
perty, and  the  rnoft  valuable  deeds  and  records  that  had  any  reference  to  the  itate.  The 
prefervation  of  the  city  from  pillage  or  fire  was  the  intereft  of  all,  and  the  indifpenfable 
duty  of  the  government.  For  thefe  oftenfible  reafons,  therefore,  the  king  ordered  a  body 
of  troops  to  be  affembled  in  its  neighbourhood.  It  was  difficult  to  oppofe  any  good  ob- 
jection to  the  meafure  ;  the  diforders  that  reigned  in  the  capital  could  not  be  denied  ;  the 
danger  of  them  was  evident ;  but,  when  it  was  known  that  thefe  troops  were  to  form  an 
army  of  above  thirty  thoufand  men,  with  a  numerous  train  of  cannon  and  mortars,  the 
National  AfTembly  took  alarm,  and,  on  the  tenth  of  July,  prefented  a  long  addrefs  to  the 
king,  in  which  they  faid,  "  Sire,  we  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of  the  nation, and  for 
"  your  own  happinefs  and  glory,  to  fend  back  your  troops  to  the  pofts  from  whence  your 
"  counfellors  have  drawn  them  ;  to  fend  back  the  artillery  deftined  to  cover  your  fron- 
.*'  tiers;  and,  above  all,  thofe  foreign  foldiers,  paid  to  defend,  and  not  to  diflurb  us. 
"  Your  majefty  has  no  occafion  for  them  :  why  fhould  a  monarch  adored  by  five- and- 
"  twenty  millions  of  Frenchmen,  collect:,  at  a  great  expence,  a  few  thoufands  of  fo- 
"  reigners  around  the  throne?" 

In  his  reply,  the  king  told  them,  that  they  had  themfelves  been  witneffes  of  the  Shame- 
ful licentioufnefs  that  had  long  prevailed  at  Paris  and  at  Verfailles;  that  it  was  a 
principal  duty  with  him  to  preferve  the  public  tranquillity,  to  defend  and  enforce 
the  laws,  and  to  protect  that  freedom  which  they  wifhed  to  preferve  among  them- 
felves. He  affined  them,  that  the  troops  had  been  called  fur  thofe  purpofes  only  ;  that 
however,  if  their  neceflary  prefeuce  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  gave  any  uneafinefs 

to 
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to  the  States,  they  might  remove  to  Noyon  or  Soiflbns,  in  which  cafe  he  fhould  go  to 
Compeigne,  in  order  to  keep  up  that  immediate  intercourfe  which  ought  to  fubfifi  be- 
tween them.  The  king's  declaration  of  his  motives  was  fo  pofitive,  the  fafts  were  fo 
unqueftionable,  and  the  propofal  itfelf  was  fo  fair,  that  feveral  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  more  moderate  parties  were  perfectly  fatisfied,  and  willing  to  agree  to  it  ;  but  the 
determined  leaders  of  the  popular  fide,  whofe  views  extended  farther,,  were  too  well 
aware  of  the  ftrength  and  fupport  which  they  derived  from  the  vicinity  of  the  capital 
to  liften  to  it.  There  was  no  reafon  to  alledge  againft  going  to  Noyon  or  Soiffons  ;  it 
was  evident  that  their  deliberations  would  be  there  lefs  liable  to  be  influenced  or  dilturbed 
than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris;  and,  by  conftant  practice,  the  choice  of  the  place, 
where  the  affembly  fhould  be  holden,  belonged  to  the  fovereign.  All  thefe  confedera- 
tions however  were  infufficient  to  fuperinduce  a  compliance  with  the  king's  propofal, 
which,  being  condemned  by  Mirabeau,  with  his  ufual  intemperance,  was  finally  re- 
jected. 

That  the  motives  which  influenced  the  conduct  of  that  profligate  demagogue  were  of 
that  kind  which  fixes  the  indelible  fiamp  of  infamy  on  the  mind  that  harbours  them,  is; 
a  faft  proved  beyond  the  reach  of  confutation.  Two  members  of  the  affembly,  meflieuis 
Bergaffe  and  Duport,  men  of  veracity  unimpeached,  of  character  the  moft  refpe&able, 
have  pofitively  affirmed,  that  Mirabeau  talked  with  them  familiarly  and  unrefervedly, 
about  their  having  a  Louis  the  Seventeenth,  in  the  place  of  a  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  as  kin"-,. 
cr,  at  leaft,  as  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom  ;  thereby  alluding  diredtly,  and  by 
name,  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  with  whom — he  I  ike  wife  faid — he  had  convcrfed  upon  the  fub— 
jeil ;  and  thai  the  prince  had  received  the  communication  in  the  mojl pleajing  manner*. 

Mounier  (a  man,  whofe  honour  and  integrity  was  never  queftioned  by  any  party,  in  all 
the  violence  of  their  contentions)  has  like  wife  recorded,  that  having  mentioned  to  Mira- 
beau his  exceffive  alarm  at  the  manoeuvres  which  were  continually  praclifed  in  Paris  to 
/educe  the  troops  from  their  officers  ;  and  obferving,  farther,  with  what  facility  an  ambi-. 
tious  prince,  appearing  at  the  head  of  a  difcontented  army,  diftributing  money  with  one 
hand  and  libels  with  the  other,  might  ufurp  the  throne,  Mirabeau,  treating  his  apprehen- 
fions  with  ridicule,  anfwered,  "  Why,  you  good  fimple  man,  1  am  as  much  attached  to 
44  royalty  as  you  are  ;  but  what  Jignifies  whethe-r  we  have  Louis  the  Seventeenth  or  Louis  the 
**  Sixteenth;  and  why  need  we  have  a  child  4*  to  govern  us  ?"  M.  Mounier,  who  ex- 
perienced, at  the  horrid  fuggeftion,  that  indignation  which  every  virtuous  man  muft  have 
experienced  on  fuch  an  occallon,  candidly  acknowledges,  that  he  felt  a  temptation  to 
plunge  a  dagger  in  the  heart  of  a  wretch  who  could  conceive  fo  wicked  a  fcheme.  The 
teftimony  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  important  fadt  cannot  be  controverted  ;  it  is  clear,. 

*8  T.he  term  bambin,  which,  Mirabeau  ufed,  may  be  undentood  cither  as  3  child  or  an  ideot: 
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dirc£,  and  decifive  ;  and  the  fact  itfelf  throws  a  ffrong  light  on  the  fubfequent  proceed- 
ings of  Mirabeau,  and  his  deteilable  patron — par  nobile  fratrum  f 

But  though  the  king's  conduct  in  affembling  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital 
was  accounted  for  in  a  manner  the  inoft  rational  and  clear,  it  was  nevcrthelefs  rendered,  by 
the  violence  of  party,  a  ground  for  cenfure,  invective,  and  reprobation.  The  popular 
\vi  iters  and  declaiiners  defcribe  it  as  one  of  the  rnoft  perfidious  and  bloody  plots  that 
ever  was  formed  ;  and  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  have  rivalled  and  renewed 
all  the  horrors  of  the  maffacre  on  Saint  Bartholomew's  day.  They  rcprefent,  that  fifty 
thoufand  men,  one  hundred  pieces  of  artillery,  an  army  of  banditti,  and  fix  princes,  were 
to  have  pulled  down  the  fanctuary  of  liberty  on  its  minifters'  heads,  and  to  have  over- 
turned the  French  empire  ;  that  the  national  affembly  would  have  been  difperfed  ;  its  re- 
flations declared  feditious  ;  its  members  proicribed  ;  the  Palais-Royal,  and  the  houfes 
c»t  all  patriot s,  given  up  to  plunder;  while  the  electors  and  their  deputies  were  to  be  exe- 
cuted. The  glaring  inconfiitency  in  thefe  feveral  punifhments  are  fo  obvious,  as  fcarcely 
•to  require  obfervation.  Some  difficulty  might  appear  in  difperfing  a  body  of  men  who 
were  buried  under  the  weight  of  an  enormous  building  ;  and,  on  tiie  fuppofition  of  a  re- 
furrection,  it  might  appear  entirely  needlefs  to  profcribe  men  who  were  given  up  to 
execution. 

The  Hiftorian  of  the  Revolution.however.fmifheshis  picture  with  the  (oUow'uig  Jut/lime 
effort  of  imagination  : — "  This  is  the  horrible  tiffue  of  crimes  and  affaffmations  which  a 
"  troop  of  villains,  and  infamous  women,  meditated  with  barbarous  joy  in  the  tumult  of 
»•  their  execrable  orgies  !!!"  It  is  furely  curious  to  obferve,  that  none  of  the  enormi- 
ties here  defcribed  ever  took  place,  even  in  a  fingle  inftance,  on  the  fide  of  the  court  ; 
and  that  all  the  crimes  and  affaffmations  here  charged  upon  troops  of  villains  and  infa- 
mous women,  were  not  only  fully  realized,  but  brought  into  daily  and  continual  practice 
on  the  popular  fide,  by  the  two  numerous  orders  thus  fpecified,  with  both  of  whom,  it  is 
probable,  that  Paris  at  this  period  abounded  far  beyond  any  other  city  in  the  univerfe. 
Indeed,  the  indifference,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  the  complacency,  with  which  the  National 
Affembly  received  and  heard  details  of  the  horrid  cruelties  and  murders  committed  by 
thefe  two  oiders,  afford  too  much  room  for  fuppofing  that  they  confidered  them  as  very 
neceffary  and  effential  arms  of  their  power. 

But  it  muft  not  be  conceived  that,  even  by  moderate  men  of  different  parties,  the  ap- 
proach of  the  troops  was  viewed  with  jealoufy  and  apprehenfion  :  they  conceived,  that 
the  troops  had  been  affembled,  partly  to  prevent  the  explofion  which  a  projected  change 
in  the  miniflry  might  occahon,  and  partly  to  enable  the  king  to  carrv  into  effect  the  plan 
of  reform  he  had  fuggefte.d  in  his  declaration  of  the  twenty-third  of  June.  Impreffed 
with  this  belief,  they  expected  that  the  king  would  require  the  States  to  ratify  that  de- 
claration, 
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claration,  and,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  would  pioceed  to  the  extremity  of  attempting  a 
diffolution  of  the  affemhly.  As  fuch  an  attempt  would  be  refifted,  they  apprehended, 
that  the  military  might  be  called  in  to  fupprefs  thofe  tumults  which,  in  the  prefent  tem- 
per of  the  people,  their  forced  feparation  muft  inevitably  occafion. 

Thefe  were  the  greateft  evils  or  dangers  which  moderate  men  apprehended  from  the 
prefent  conduct  of  the  court.  But  even  in  this  worft  ftate  of  things,  and  fuppofing  the 
forced  diffolution  to  take  place,  although  they  trembled  at  the  idea  of  an  act  of  power 
and  violence  fo  difgraceful  both  to  the  government  and  countiy,yet  they  confoled  them- 
felves  under  the  certainty  they  fully  poffeffed,  that  the  king  could  then  have  no  other  re- 
fource  than  that  of  immediately  fummoning  another  meeting  of  the  States,  as  it  would 
be  otherwife  impoffible  for  him  to  manage  or  fettle  the  dilbrders  of  the  nation,  or 
to  conduct  the  government  in  any  manner.  As  to  the  pretended  plots  which  were  faid 
to  be  difcovered,  and  the  details  of  them  propagated  with  fo  much  induftry,  fuch  as  the 
blockade  of  the  citv  of  Paris  ;  the  ftarving  or  maffacie  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  over- 
turning that  capital  from  its  foundations,  with  the  long  lifts  of  deputies  to  the  States 
who  were  to  be  feized  or  executed.;  all  thefe,  with  others  of  the  fame  defcription,  would 
have  been  treated  by  fuch  men  only  with  ridicule,  if  the  wickednefs  of  the  defigns 
which  they  faw  they  covered  had  not  excited  their  utmoft  indignation.  They  declared 
their  firm  opinion,  that  no  perfons  in  the  ajj'embly  were  more  thoroughly  convinced  of  their 
faljhoody  than  the  very  men  who  took  the  greatejl  pains  to  propagate  them  abroad  as  un~ 
doubted  fads  49. 

Though  the  marefchal  de  Broglio  feemed  to  have  been  forgotten  by  the  court,  yet  the 
opinion  that  was  univerfally  entertained  of  his  private  virtues  and  military  talents 
pointed  him  out  as  the  fitted  perfon  to  be  employed  in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture  as  the  pre- 
fent. He  was  accordingly  called  from  his  retirement  by  a  letter  from  the  king,  and  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  army,  with  the  title  of  generaliffimo.  It  was  imagined  that 
the  troops  would  be  flattered,  in  again  feeing  at  their  head  a  veteran  who  had  acquired  fo 
much  merited  reputation,  when  oppofed  to  one  of  the  ableft  captains  of  the  age.  But 
the  circumftances  in  which  he  was  now  to  act  were  entirely  different.  Then,  his  cou- 
rage and  military  fkill  were  fufficient  to  carry  him  through  every  difficulty.  Now,  in- 
ftead  of  a  warrior,  who  fought  on  the  field  of  honour,  he  had  to  encounter  the  preju- 
dices of  his  countrymen  ;  inftead  of  a  martial  foe  to  fubdue,  he  had  an  infidious  faction 
to  overcome  ;  and,  if  the  affertions  of  many  of  the  French  may  be  credited,  he  was  to 
be  enfnared  by  intrigue,  and  defeated  by  corruption.  He  feems  then  to  have  neglected 
the  only  danger  that  awaited  him,  the  defection  of  his  foldiers ;  and,  probably  from  a 
confeioufnefs  of  his  own  principles,  he  did  not  fufficiently  fufpect  theirs. 


*»  Memoir*  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  63,  $4. 
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The  troops  came  by  detachments,  and  were  fent  as  they  arrived  into  the  villages  about 
Paris,  and  fome  into  the  town  itfelf.  The  confequences  that  might  be  expedted  from 
this  dil'pofition  muft  at  once  have  ftricken  even  the  lead:  attentive  obfei  ver  of  the  fcenes 
that  had  lately  paffed  there.  The  troops  being  debauched  by  money  and  promifes,  deler- 
tion  became  genera] ;  and  thofe  who  found  means  to  quit  their  quarters,  were  brought  in 
triumph  to  the  Palais  Royal  to  be  feafted,  and  to  hear  the  orations  that  were  pronounced 
there.  But  had  a  camp  been  marked  out  in  fome  fituation  equally  calculated  to 
cover  Paris  and  Verfailles,  the  troops  might  have  entered  it  as  they  arrived;  all  impro- 
per intercourfe  would  have  been  prevented  ;  the  fpirit  of  discipline  would  have  been  re- 
vived ;  and  military  manceuvres,and  the  appearance  of  the  monarch,  might  have  awaken- 
ed thofe  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and  love  of  glory,  that  are  congenial  with  the  profeffion 
of  arms.  Had  fuch  a  plan  been  adopted,  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  without  having  oc- 
enfion  to  draw  the  fword,  the  diforders  that  quickly  followed  would  have  been  prevented, 
and  the  perfidious  defigns  of  the  factious  and  difaffedted  crufhed  in  their  infancy. 

The  conduct  of  the  firfr.  minifter  of  the  finances  had  long  been  the  fubjedr.  of  animad- 
verfion  with  thofe  who  chiefly  approached  the  Sovereign.  The  manner  in  which  the 
States  were  compofed,  his  behaviour  with  regard  to  the  royal  feflion,  and  a  variety  of 
other  circumftances,  were  pointed  out  as  fure  indications,  that  he  was  fecretly  connected 
with,  and  encouraged  the  pretenfions  of,  the  democratic  party.  After  being  tormented 
with  many  doubts,  and  perplexed  by  a  variety  of  advice,  the  king  was  at  laft  prevailed 
upon  to  difmifs  him  ;  and,  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  be  fent 
him  a  letter,  written  with  his  own  hand,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  fituation  of  public 
affairs  made  it  neceffary  that  he  fhould  refign  his  place,  and  quit  the  kingdom.  M.  de 
Luzerne,  minifter  of  the  marine,  who  carried  the  letter,  informed  him,  that  it  was  the 
king's  defire  that  the  order  he  then  delivered  to  him  fhould  be  kept  fecret  ;  which  was 
ftridtly  complied  with.  M.  Neckar  dined  with  a  large  company,  and  afterwards  received 
many  vifits.  In  the  evening,  under  pretence  of  taking  an  airing  with  his  wife,  he  went 
to  his  country  houfe  at  Saint  Ouen,  near  Paris ;  nor  was  his  departure  known  there  till 
the  twelfth,  when  he  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  capital. 

It  has  been  obferved,by  a  French  periodical  writer  so,  that  hisdifmiffton  at  that  time  was 
juft  as  impolitic,  as  if  the  king  of  Naples,  in  the  midft  of  fome  fanatic  infurredb'on 
were  to  order  the  facred  vial  that  contains  the  blood  of  Saint  Januarius  to  be  contemp- 
tuoufly  thrown  into  the  fea.  But,  befides  popular  favour,  M.  Neckar  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  creditors,  among  whom  was  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  every  clafs, 
who  depended  on  their  annuities  for  their  maintenance.  Their  apprehenfions  of  a  na-' 
tional  bankruptcy  were  now  revived  ;  and,  from  this  moment,  we  may  confider  the  mo- 
nied  intereft  of  the  kingdom  as  moft  decidedly  and  actively  oppofed  to  the  meafures  of 
the  court.     The  opportunity,  which  it  now  prefented,  was  eagerly  embraced.     A  thou- 

3°  L'Abbe  Sabatier. 
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find  mouths  were  inflantly  opened  to  fpread  the  news,  and  to  cry,  that  the  public  pay- 
ments were  to  be  flopped  ;  the  aflembly  to  be  diffblved  ;  that  the  army  had  been  afiem- 
bled  on  that  account;  and  that,  as  the  virtue  of  the  minifter  was  inflexible,  he  had  not 
only  been  difmifled  from  the  council,  but  fent  ignominioufly  out  of  the  kingdom.  The 
confternation  was  univerfal  ;  and,  in  every  fociety  and  place  of  public  refort,  nothing 
was  he:rd  but  the  clamours  of  thofe,  who,  in  the  fuppofed  impending  ruin,  faw  a  pro- 
fpedf,  of  penury  for  the  reft  of  their  days. 

The  people  now  began  to  meet  in  crowds  in  different  quarters  of  the  citv.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  buftsof  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  of  M.  Neckar  were  carried,  enveloped 
in  black  crape,  in  proceffion  through  the  ftreets.  The  heterogenous  coalition  of  two 
perfons — artfully  contrived  by  the  partifans  of  the  duke — who  had  never  been  affbciated  in 
politics  or  otherwife,  was  not  attended  to  ;  they  were  faid  to  be  alike  vicYims  to  the  caufe 
of  the  people:  a  report  was  induftrioufly  propagated,  that  his  highnefs,  and  fome  other 
popular  members  of  the  afTembly,  had  been  arretted  ;  and,  to  mark  the  fent i merits  of  the 
public  on  thefe  imaginary  calamities,  deputations  from  the  crowd  afTembled  at  the  Palais 
Royal  were  fent  to  the  different  theatres,  with  orders  that  they  ftiould  be  (hut. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  tumults,  detachments  from  the  regiments  of  Choifeul  dra- 
goons and  Royal  Cravate  cavalry,  that  were  quartered  in  the  town,  patroled  through  the 
ftreets ;  and  a  ftrong  body  of  the  Swifs  guards  was  pofted  with  cannon  in  the  Champs 
Elifees.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  fhirmifh  happened  between  the  people,  in 
the  Place  Louis  ^uinze,  and  a  party  of  the  dragoons.  A  patrole  of  the  Royal  Alle- 
mand  cavalry,  that  were  quartered  at  La  Muet  s°,  commanded  by  the  prince  de  Lambefc, 
■coming  up  at  the  fame  time,  and  being  affailed  by  the  populace  with  a  fhower  of  ftones s", 
charged  them,  and  drove  them  into  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  where  two  or  three 
perfons,  faid  to  be  merely  fpedlators,  were  unfortunately  wounded.  When  it  began  to 
grow  dark,  the  people  fet  fire  to  fome  of  the  wooden  barriers  at  the  end  of  the  town, 
and  drove  away  the  perfons  ftationed  there  to  colledt  the  cuftoms.  A  party  of  the  Royal 
Allemand,  that  had  been  difpatched  to  difperfe  the  mob,  that  were  burning  the  barrier  at 
the  end  of  the  ftreet  ChauJJee  dentin,  in  coming  from  thence  upon  the  Boulevard,  was 
fired  upon  by  a  party  of  the  French  guards,  at  the  corner  of  that  ftreet  from  what  is 
called  their  depot.  Though  their  alienation  from  the  court  had  been  long  fufpected, 
this  was  their  firft  a£t  of  open  hoftility  ;  but  almoft  all  of  them  were  now  under  arms 
in  their  barracks  ;  they  would  not  any  longer  obey  their  officers,  but  defired  they  would 
withdraw.  In  every  quarter  of  the  town  refounded  the  cry,  "  To  arms!"  and,  "  Down 
"  with  the  officers  and  foreign  trtops  /"     During  the  night,  detachments  of  the  French 

51  A  royal  palace,  in  the  Boh  de  Boulogne,  about  two  miles  from  Pari?, 
s    Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne,  p.  84.    Engliih  translation. 
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guards  mixed  with  the  citizens,  patroled  through  the  ftrcets.     In  the  morning  of  Mon- 
day the  thirteenth,  the  alarm-bell  (tocfih)  was  rung  in  all  the  fteeples**. 

For 


'■*  Tn  our  account  of  the  tranfactions  of  this  perioJ,  after  a  careful  companion  of  the  facts  advanced  by  different 
writers,  \\t  have  preferred  the  authority  of  an  LnSliili  gentleman,  of  character  and  fortune,  who  refided  at  Paris 
at  the  t.nie;  and  who,  independent  of  the  claims  to  belief  which  his  perfonal  reputation  muft  give  him  with  all  who 
know  him,  is  peculiarly  entitled  to  credit  by  an  exemption  from  all  prejudice  and  partiality,  and  from  all  tempta- 
tion to  deviate,  in  the  fmalleit  degree,  from  the  ftricteft  veracity,  in  his  account  of  the  events,  which  he  has  record- 
ed with  equal  fidelity,  elegance,  and  perfpicuity.  We  are  aware,  that,  by  purfuing  this  courfe,  we  differ  materially 
from  the  anonymous  authors  of  the  Englifh  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  who  have  boldly  proclaimed  their  own  im- 
partiality, but  who  have,  neverthelefs,  not  fcrupled  to  adopt  fome  of  the  groffeft  and  moft  abfurd  falfhoods,  and  fome 
of  the  moft  ridiculous  tales  whieh  had  been  fabricated  for  the  rabble  in  Paris,  during  the  firft  paroxyfms  ofconfufion, 
tumult,  and  madnefs,  and  to  which  they  have  endeavoured,  fo  far  as  they  were  capable,  to  give  the  character,  rank, 
and  weight,  of  hiftorical  facts.     Some  of  thefe  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  notice  as  we  proceed. 

By  their  account  of  the  tumult  of  the  twelfth  of  July,  one  fliowld  be  naturally  led  to  fufpect  that  the  people  were 
perfectly  pacific,  and  the  military  the  aggrelfors.  They  tell  us,  that  "  A  body  of  citizens,"  who  were  efcorting  th* 
buds  of  Neckar  and  the  duke  d'Orleans,  w;is  flopped  "by  a  German  regiment,  the  Royal  Allemand,"  That,  the 
bufts  having  been  broken  by  the  foldiers,  "  the  army  now  came  forward,  in  force,  with  the  prince  de  Lambefc, 
"  grand  efcuyer  of  France,  at  tbeh  head,  who  was  ordered  to  take  poft  at  the  Tuilleries. — Irritated,  peihaps,  at  th« 
"  fpirit  of  tejijiance  which  he  obferved  in  the  citizens,  he  imprudently  wounded  with  his  fabre  a  poor  old  man,  who 
"  was  walking  peaceably  in  the  garden — The  French  have  a  remarkable  lefpccl  for  age,"  (it  muft  be  confefied  they 
have  an  odd  way  of  fhowing  it)  "  and  this  wanton  outrage  proved  the  signal  of  revolt."  A  more  grofs  perver- 
fion  of  fadts  has  feldom  been  exhibited  ! — A  riotous  mob  is  reprefented  as  "  a  body  of  citizens ;"— a  party  of  dra- 
goons, is  converted  into  "  a  regiment  of  German  cavalry ;"  and  a  patrole  of  horfe  into  an  "  army." — The  prince  de 
Lambefc,  though  placed  at  the  head  of  this  pretended  army,  receives  orders — from  ivhom  we  are  not  told — to  ftation 
himfelf  in  the  Tuilleries  ;  the  attack  on  him  with  ftones,  mentioned  by  Rabaut,  is  carefully  omitted  ;  and  the 
wanton  outrage  committed  by  him  on  an  old  man,  is,  through  the  remarkable  refpect  of  the  French  for  old  age, 
gravely  alferted  to  have  been  the  fgnal  of  revolt  : — The  reader  being  of  courfe  left  to  fuppofe  that  there  were  no  pre- 
bieia  fymptoms  of  revolt ;  and  that,  but  for  this  circumftance,  no  revolt  would  have  taken  place!!! 

In  the  fame  fpirit,  we  are  foon  after  told,  that  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  were  involved  in  confterna- 
tion  and  difmay,  during  the  difaftrous  night  of  the  twelfth,  "  The  court  party  abandoned  themfelves  to  the  moft  in- 
"  decent  joy,"  and  "  the  women  of  the  court  mingled  with  the  foreign  foldiers  in  lafcivious  dances,  to  the  found  of  the 
"  German  mufic."  ,?n  this  choice  palfage,  the  "impartial"  hiftorians  almoft  exceed  the  violence  and  calumny  of  the 
moft  democratic  writers.  By  the  women  of  the  court  is  generally  underftood  the  female  attendants  on  the  royal 
family,  who  were  certainly  women  of  rank  and  character  ;  and  to  affert  that  fuch  perfons  would  be  guilty  of  fueh 
marked  and  public  profligacy,  is  to  propagate  a  calumny  that  can  only  obtain  credit  from  ignorance  or  prejudice. 
We  have  read  of  lafcivious  dances  in  the  courts  of  Eaftern  monarchs,  but  they  are  a  fpecies  of  amufement  peculiar, 
we  believe,  to  thofe  climates,  and  unknown  even  to  the  moft  refined  voluptuaries  of  Europe.  The  account  of  this 
transaction  is  evidently  taken  from  the  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789.  torn.  i.  p.  315,  316.  but  it  varies  even  from 
that  doubtful  authority,  and  exhibits  an  incorrectnefs  of  tranflation  that  can  only  be  afcribed  to  a  wilful  perverfion 
of  facts.  The  original  paffage  is  this — "  Les  bandits  (not  the  women)  de  la  Cour,  s'applaudifibient  de  leur  victoire,  ils 
"  fe  rejouiffcient  de  la  confternation  &  des  larmes  des  bons  citoyens ;  ils  danfoient  au  bruit  de  la  mufique  Allemande, 
"  ils  infultoient,  dans  les  chanfom  lafcives  et  groffieres,  les  amis  de  la  liberte." 

Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne,  indeed,  fpeaks  of  women,  of  "  princeffes  and  favourites,"  who  entertained  themfelves 
with  miiiick  of  «  martial  inftruments,"  and  who  "loaded  the  foldiers  with  sareffes  and  with  prefents :"  but  every 
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For  the  purpofe  of  electing  reprefentatives  in  the  States,  Paris  had  been  divided  into- 
fixty  dyirifts  ;  and,  at  the  found  of  the  bell,  the  electors  affembled  at  the  places  where 
they  had  lately  met.  From  the  electors  of  the  diftricls,  a  general  affembly  was  now 
formed  that  met  at  the  town  houfe  ;  and,  out  of  that,  a  permanent  committee  was  chofen, 
that  was  entrufted  with  the  executive  power.  Monfieur  dc  Fleffelle3,  provolt  of  the 
merchants,  being  the  principal  municipal  magiftrate,  was  nominated  prefident  of  this 
committee,  and  a  correfpondence  was  efiablifhed  with  committees,  that  fat  in  the  dif- 
ferent di  ft  ri£ls.  The  firft  ftep  taken  was  to  embody  a  militia  of  forty-eight  thoufand 
men  ;  and  many  officers  and  ferjeants,  who  had  retired  from  the  army,  or  were  at  Paris 
on  leave,  having  offered  their  fervices,  were  diflributed  to  inffruft  it.  The  firft  motive 
for  arming  was  the  prefervation  of  the  town  from  pillage  ;  but  it  was  foon  extended  to 
its  defence  againft  the  army,  in  cafe  it  fhould  attempt  to  enter. 

That  the  fkirniifhes  which  occurred  between  the  populace  and  the  cavalry  were  the 
confequence  of  the  riotous  difpofition  and  tumultuous  conduct  of  the  former,  and  not 
the  refult  of  any  plan  formed  by  the  rniniftry,  is  clearly  demonftratcd  by  this  circum- 
fiance;  that  though  there  were  feveral  regiments  of  foot  at  the  time  (rationed  clofe  to 
Paris,  not  one  of  them  made  the  fmalleft  movement  to  affift  or  fupport  the  horfe;  fuch 
a  want  of  concert  among  the  commanders  muft  be  confidered  as  a  certain  proof  that  no 
orders  had  been  iffued  by  government  on  the  fubje£t.  The  total  inacYion  of  the 
troops,  both  on  that  night,  and  the  fuccecding  day  and  night — during  all  which  time,  cri- 
tical as  the  feafon  was,  and  notwithftanding  the  alterations  and  preparations  which  they 
law  and  knew  were  taking  place  in  Paris,  they  never  once  made  the  fmalleft  attempt  to 
enter  that  city — feems  likewife  to  exculpate  the  court  and  minifters  from  the  bloody  de- 
figns  and  cruel  intended  maffacres  which  were  attributed  to  them  ;  for  this  would  have 
been  the  feafon,  and  the  night  of  Sunday  (the  twelfth)  particularly,  when  nothing  but 
terror  and  confufion  reigned  in  the  city,  and  no  regular  fcheme  of  reliftance  or  defence 
was  yet  thought  of,  to  have  carried  them  with  full  effect  into  execution,  if  any  fuch 
had  been  formed;  and  the  ftate  of  things  was  fuch,  that  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impoffible,  to  prevent  their  completion,  if  plans  fo  wicked  could  be  formed 
with  wifdom,  and  executed  with  promptitude,  which,  through  the  goodnefs  of  Provi- 
dence, is  not  often  permitted. 

Many  exceffes  were  committed  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  particularly  at  the 
houfe  of  the  congregation  of  Saint  Lazarus,  who  being  fufpedted  of  having  corn  con- 
cealed in  their  granaries,  were,  by  that  charge  or  fufpicion,  expofed  to  a  pretence  for  be- 

fchool-boy  knows  the  innocent  application  of  the  term  "  combler  de  careffes,"  as  invariably  ufed  by  the  French 
and  nothing  contained  in  either  of  the  above  pafiages,  can  warrant  the  calumnious  affertion,  that  "  The  women  0f 
he  court  mingled  with  foreign  foldiers  in  lafcivious  dances." 
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mg  plundered.  Thiscireumftance  was  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as  it  was  a  truly  pious 
and  charitable  inftitution  ;  but  fuch  matters  were  foon  to  be  loft  in  the  glare  of  greater 
enormities.  Many  flightcr  robberies  were  committed  on  the  fame  day  ;  but  as  thefe  were 
directed  againft  individuals,  and  executed  by  fmall  gangs  of  thieves  on  their  own  account, 
without  any  popular  pretence,  when  they  were  feizedin  the  fact  they  were  inftantly  dragged 
to  the  Grevc,  the  common  place  of  execution,  and  hanged  by  the  ropes  which  were  ufed  to 
faften  the  lanterns.  From  hence  originated  that  moft  horrid  practice  of  the  mob's  con- 
ftituting  themfelves  judges  and  executioners  in  the  fame  inftant,  without  the  fmallcft  re- 
gard to  rank,  to  laws,  or  to  juftice.  From  hence  alfo  originated  that  horrid  and  barbarous 
cry,  a  la  lantcme  !  the  laft  founds  that  vibrated  in  the  ears  of  fo  many  unhappy  victims  as 
have  thus  cruelly  perifhed. 

The  arming  of  the  militia,  and  the  confequent  diftribution  of  patroles,  tended  to  im- 
pofe  a  momentary  reftraint  on  the  licentious  proceedings  of  the  mob.  The  French 
guards,  now  called,  Soldiers  of  the  Country  (Soldats  de  la  PatrieJ,  were  mixed 
with  the  militia.  Some  companies  had,  at  firft  evinced  a  reluctance  to  this  meafure,  but 
all  now  joined,  except  the  ufual  guard  at  the  palace  of  Verfailles,  that  was  ftill  on  duty 
there  to  protect  their  fovereign. 

The  countde  Montmorin,  minifter  of  foreign  affairs;  monfieur  de  la  Luzerne,  mini- 
fter  of  the  marine  ;  and  monfieur  de  Saint  Prieft,  a  member  of  the  council,  but  without 
office,  had  retired  at  the  fame  time  with  the  director-general  of  the  finances,  having;  been 
all  difmiffed  except  monfieur  de  la  Luzerne.  Monfieur  de  Puyfegur  quitted  the  place 
of  minifter  of  warto  make  way  for  the  marefchal  de  Broglio  ;  the  baron  de  Breteuil  was 
appointed  prefident  of  the  council  of  finances  ;  the  duke  de  la  Vauguyon  fucceeded  mon- 
fieur de  Montmorin  ;  monfieur  de  Villedeuil  continued  in  his  place  of  minifter  of  Paris; 
and  monfieur  Barentin  remained  keeper  of  the  feals.  Monfieur  Foulon  was  offered  a 
poft  in  the  war-office,  under  the  marefchal  de  Broglio,  but  he  refufed  to  accept  it. 

On  the  thirteenth,  the  National  Affembly  fent  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  inform  him 
of  the  alarming  fituation  of  the  capital,  thedifmay  which  the  meafures  lately  taken  had 
produced  there  ;  to  requeft  that  the  troops  might  be  withdrawn  from  its  neighbourhood  ; 
and,  not  feeming  to  be  acquainted  with  what  had  been  done  by  the  Parifians,  propofing 
that  a  militia  fhould  be  immediately  formed.  They,  at  the  fame  time,  offered  to  fend  a 
deputation  to  the  town,  to  communicate  the  anfwer  they  hoped  to  receive,  and  to  endea- 
vour, by  quieting  the  fears  of  the  people,  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity.  In  reply  to 
this  addrefs,  the  king  faid,  he  had  already  communicated  his  motives  for  the  adoption  of 
thofe  meafures  to  which  they  alluded;  that  he  alone  could  judge  of  their  neceflity, 
which,  as  it  ftill  exifted,  did  not  admit  of  any  change  :  that  he  was  very  far  from  enter* 
■taining  any  doubt  of  the  purity  of  their  intentions  in  the  prefent  afflicting  circum- 
stances, 
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ftances,  but  their  prefence  at  Paris  could  be  of  no  utility,  while  it  was  much  wanted 
where  they  were,  in.  order  to  proceed  with  the  important  bufinefs  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. This  anfwer  feemed  by  no  means  to  fatisfy  the  affembly ;  and  a  debate  enfued,  in 
which  the  moderate  party  took  the  lead,  fhewing  themfelves  as  little  difpofed  to  fubmit 
to  any  defnotic  exertions  of  legal  authority,  as  the  mo  ft  furious  of  thofe  who  were 
diflinguifhed  by  the  much-proliituted  appellation  of  patriots.  Mounier  opened  the  de- 
bate with  an  eloquent  fpeech,  wherein,  after  exhorting  the  aflembly  to  proceed  with 
coolnefs,  prudence,  and  moderation,  and  ftating  the  great  and  immutable  line  which  muft 
be  drawn  between  the  legiflative  and  executive  power — a  line  which  was  acknowledged 
and  confirmed  by  the  affembly — he  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  though  theaffembly  had  no 
legal  right  to  direct  the  king's  choice  of  miniflers,  yet  as  the  choice  he  had  now  made 
led  to  the  moft  dangerous  confequences,  it  was  neceflary  to  vote  their  folemn  and  grate- 
ful thanks  to  M.  Neckar,  and  to  declare  that  the  prefent  minifters  had  not  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation.  He  was  ably  feconded  by  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  and,  after  fomc 
deliberation,  the  following  refolutions  were  adopted. 

**  That  the  National  Aflembly,  being  the  medium  by  which  the  fentiments  of  the 
"  nation  are  conveyed,  declares,  that  M.  Neckar,  and  the  other  minifters  who  have  jufl 
**  been  removed,  carry  with  them  its  efteem  and  regret. 

"  That,  alarmed  by  the  profpect  of  the  fatal  confequences  which  the  anfwer  of  his 
"  majefty  may  produce,  the  affembly  will  not  ceafe  to  infill:  on  his  fending  away  the 
«'  troops  that  are  collected  about  Paris  and  Verfailles,  and  on  eftabliihing  guards  of 
**  citizens. 

"  That  there  cannot  exift  any  immediate  perfon  or  power  between  the  king  and  the 
*'  aflembly. 

"  That  the  minifters  and  other  agents  of  authority,  civil  and  military,  are  anfwerable 
"  for  every  thing  they  may  do  that  is  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  the  de- 
*'  crees  of  the  aflembly. 

"  That  the  minifters  and  counfellors  of  his  majefty,  of  whatever  defcription  or  rank 
"  they  may  be,  are  perfonally  refponfable  for  the  prefent  calamities,  and  the  confequences 
"  that  may  refult  from  them53. 

"  That  the  public  debt  having  been  placed  under  the  fafeguard  of  the   faith  and 

Ts4  This  refolution,  which  bore  the  character  of  an  tx  foffaUt  law,  the  affembly  justified  on  the  ground  of  necef- 
fity,  and  its  own  defperate  fituation. 

u  honour 
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««  honour  of  the  French  nation,  and  the  nation  being  willing  to  pay  the  interest  of 
•<  that  debt,  no  power  has  a  right  to  announce  the  infamous  word,  bankruptcy,  under  any 
*•  denomination  whatsoever. 

"  That  the  aSfembly  perSiSts  in  all  its  former  decrees,  and  exprefly  in  thofe  of  the 
"  Seventeenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-third  of  the  month  of  June;  and  orders,  that  a 
"  copy  of  the  prefent  refolutions  be  delivered  to  his  majeSty,  by  its  prcfidcnt  ;  that  a 
"  copy  be  fent  to  M.  Neckar,  and  the  other  ministers  who  have  been  removed  ;  and  that 
"  they  be  printed  and  published. " 

Bv  thefe  refolutions,  the  three  orders  united  confirmed  all  thofe  important  decrees 
that  had  been  made  by  the  Tiers  Etat,  while  they  were  afunder  ;  the  counfcllors  of  the 
kino-  were  made  refponfihle  for  the  meafures  of  the  government  ;  the  people  were  more 
than  ever  imprefled  with  the  idea,  that  an  intention  liad  been  formed  to  fufpend  or  reduce 
the  public  payments;  and  were  taught  to  confider  the  affembly  as  the  only  Safeguard 
againSt  a  calamity  they  fo  much  feared. 

On  the  thirteenth,  the  people  began  to  wear  a  cockade  of  green  and  white  ;  but  having 
recollected  that  green  was  the  colour  that  diftinguifhed  the  houfhold  of  the  count 
d'Artois,  it  was  changed  for  bine,  white,  and  red.  Thefe  were  called  the  colours  of  li- 
berty, and  fuch  as  neglected  to  wear  the  national  cockade,  as  it  was  termed,  were 
expofed  to  infult,  whatever  their  rank  and  character  ;  fuch  a  difpofition  to  tyranny  did 
thefe  new  fovereigrts  evince  in  their  firSt  exertions  of  power  ! — In  the  night,  the  troops 
that  had  been  Stationed  in  the  Champs  Elifecs  were  withdrawn,  and,  in  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth,  a  body  of  the  militia,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  people,  and  led  by  a  M.  de 
Corny,  repaired  to  the  Hotel  des  Invalids,  of  which  M.  de  Sombreuil,  formerly  com- 
mandant of  Lille,  was  the  governor.  Taking  advantage  of  an  interval  of  reft  which 
that  officer  had  allowed  to  his  men,  the  infurgents  forced  an  entrance  into  the  place,  and 
carried  off  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about  thirty  thoufand  Stand  of  arms.  They  had 
already  rifled  the  king's  garde-meublc,  in  the  Place  Louis  ^uinze,oi  many  ancient  and  cu- 
rious arms  that  were  kept  there  ;  and,  among  others,  of  thofe  once  worn  by  their  then 
favourite  prince,  the  fourth  Henry,  whofe  breaft-plate  and  helmet  bore  the  marks  of  his 
courage,  and  of  the  danger  to  which  he  had  been  expofed. 

Emboldened  by  fuccefs,  the  populace  next  proceeded  to  the  BaStille;  and  as  it  was 
the  only  priSon  in  Paris  that  could  refift  the  efforts  oS  an  armed  mob,  it  was,  of  courfe, 
deemed  expedient  to  reduce  it,  if  only  with  a  view  to  fcreen  from  punifhment  the  au- 
thors of  thefe  popular  exceffes.  At  this  time,  there  were  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  on  the 
towers  of  the  fortrefs,  eleven  Of  which  were  eight  pounders,  and  the  reft  four  pounders, 
mounted  on  truck  carriages,  and  formerly  ufed  on  occafions  of  rejoicing.  As  the  para- 
pets 
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pets  were  thin  and  low,  the  foldiers  employed  at  thefe  guns  mull  have  been  entirely  ex- 
pofed,  nor  had  any  meafures  been  taken  for  their  prote&ion. 

Some  few  days  before  the  infurre&ion,  three  field- pieces  were  brought  from  the  arfenal, 
and  planted  before  the  draw-bridge.  The  governor,  the  marquis  de  Launay,  likewife 
procured  from  thence  twelve  wall-pieces,  called  Amufcttes  du  Comte  ie  Sa xe,  carrying 
balls  of  one  pound  and  a  half  each  ;  a  number  of  mulketoons,  carrying  balls  of  two- 
thirds  of  a  pound,  with  a  quantity  of  fmall-arms,  cartridges,  cannon-balls,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which  were  brought  thither  as  to  a  place  of  fe- 
curity  rather  than  for  ufe.  Upon  the  ramparts  above  the  draw-bridge,  a  great  number 
of  ftones,  grenades,  and  loofe  cannon-balls,  were  laid,  to  be  ready  to  throw  down  upon 
any  who  fhould  attempt  to  force  the  paffage. 

The  garrifon  confifted  of  the  governor  and  other  eftabliihed  officers  and  fervants  of  the 
Baftille  ;  eighty-two  invalid  foldiers  with  their  officers  ;  and  a  lieutenant  and  thirty-two 
foldiers  of  the  Swifs  regiment  of  Salis  Samade.  About  two  in  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
teenth, monfieur  de  Launay  ordered  the  foldiers  to  retire  from  their  barracks  into  the 
cattle,  leaving  fentinels  at  the  gate  that  led  to  the  ftreet  Saint  Anthony. 

The  garrifon  remained  within  the  caftle  undifturbed  during  the  day  of  the  thirteenth, 
but  the  fentinels  on  the  towers  were  fired  on  in  the  night,  though  without  effect :  they 
did  not  return  the  fire,  but  gave  the  alarm. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  the  fentinels  at  the  gate  Saint  Anthony  were 
taken  prifoners  by  the  people,  and  carried  to  the  committee  at  the  town-houfe.  About 
ten  in  the  morning,  three  deputies  came,  from  the  committee,  as  far  as  the  iron-railing  at 
the  firft  draw-bridge,  and  defired  to  fpeak  with  the  governor,  who  went  to  them,  but 
feeing  an  immenfe  crowd  of  people,  he  faid,  that  only  the  three  deputies  could  be  admit- 
ted, and  offered  to  fendout  as  many  hoftages,  which  was  agreed  to.  While  they  were  with 
the  governor,  monfieur  de  laRoziere,  a  Parifian  harrifter,  and  firft  elector  of  the  diftrict 
of  Saint  Louis,  arrived,  and,  at  his  requeft,  was  admitted  likewife.  He  faid,  that  he 
came  to  reprefent  to  the  governor,  that  the  cannon,  pointed  from  the  towers  on  different 
ftreets  of  the  town,  had  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  and  to  folicit  their  being  withdrawn. 
The  governor  urged  the  impoffibility  of  his  compliance  without  orders  from  his  fupe- 
riors  :  he  obferved,  they  were  in  the  places  where  they  had  been  for  many  years  paft; 
but  that,  to  quiet  thofe  alarms,  he  would  order  them  to  be  drawn  back  within  the  para- 
pet. Monfieur  de  laRoziere  afked  permiffion  to  go  into  the  caftle  to  fee  this  done  :  the 
governor,  at  firft,  made  fome  difficulty,  but  at  the  requeft  of  the  major,  de  Lofme,  he 
confented.  As  foon  as  de  la  Roziere  was  within  the  caftle,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
governor,  he  conjured  him  and  the  garrifon  not  to  fire  on  the  people,  but  to  -give  up  the 

L  1  place. 
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place.  He  was,  very  properly,  anfwerrd,  that. the  people  would,  moft:  certainly,  not  he 
fired  on,  unlefs  they  attacked  the  caftle.  He  then  returned  with  the  governor  to  the 
houfe  of  the  latter,  and,  after  ftaying  a  fhort  time,  went  away  53. 

Ahout  half  an  hour  afterwards,  the  people  appeared  in  great  numbers  in  the  ftreet 
Saint  Anthony,  and  in  the  paffage-court,  armed  with  mufkets,  fabres,  and  hatchets,  ex- 
claiming, they  muji  have  the  Bujlille,  and  down  with  the  troops!  The  officers  from  the  walls 
begged  them  to  keep  back,  and  reprefented  the  danger' to  which  they  expofed  themfelves. 
They,  however,  perfified  in  advancing,  and  as  there  were  no  troops  to  defend  the  firft; 
draw-bridge,  they  found  means  to  get  it  down.  The  garrifon  again  called  out  to  them 
to  retire,  or  they  muft  fire  upon  them  ;  but  they  ftill  continued  to  advance  towards  the 
bridge  of  the  caftle,  and  fired  their  mufquets  at  the  troops  on  the  walls.  They  returned  the 
fire,  and  the  infurgents  retired  beyond  the  firft  draw-bridge,  from  whence  they  kept  up 
a  cpnftant  fire  upon  the  ramparts.  Soon  after,  a  flag  was  feen  advancing  from  the  ar- 
fenal,  followed  by  an  immenfe  number  of  perfons  in  arms.  Some  halted  with  the  flag 
in  the  firft  court,  called  the  court  of  Elms,  while  others  advanced  to  the  next  court, 
calling  out  to  the  garrifon  not  to  fire;  and  faying,  that  deputies  were  come  from  the 
town-houfe.  Monfieur  de  Launay  faid,  that  the  deputies  with  the  flag  might  advance, 
but  defired  the  people  in  arms  not  to  proceed  beyond  the  firft  draw-bridge.  The  foldiers 
on  the  walls  called  out,  that  they  would  not  fire ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  it,  clubbed  their 
mufkets.  After  many  figns,  and  much  entreaty,  the  people  flopped,  and  the  deputies 
advanced  into  the  paffage-court,  from  whence  they  might  have  feen  the  foldiers  on  the 
towers  with  their  clubbed  firelocks,  and  a  white  flag  as  a  fign  of  peace.  The  deputies 
(laid  in  the  paffage-court  about  ten  minutes  without  advancing,  notwithftanding  the  fol- 
diers that  were  on  the  towers  called  out  to  them — Come  and  /peak  to  the  governor;  we 
will  be  anfwerable  for  your  fafety  with  our  lives :  but  they  returned  to  the  Elm-court, 
where  they  flayed  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  went  away. 

The  governor  ohferved  to  the  garrifon,  that  thofe  could  not  be  deputies  fent  from  the 
town-houfe,  but  perfons  who  wiftied  to  furprife  them  ;  for  if  they  had  really  been  de- 
puties, they  would  not  have  hefitated  to  advance  after  the  aflurances  that  were  given 
them.  The  numbers  continued  to  encreafe,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  Elm-court,  the 
paffage-court,  which  led  to  the  firft  draw-bridge,  and  the  court  beyond  the  draw-bridge, 
were  entirely  full.  They  again  preffed  forwards  towards  the  next  draw-bridge,  called 
the  draw-bridge  of  the  caftle,  and  the  garrifon  called  to  them  as  before,  not  to  advance, 

53  It  would  feem  as  if  one  principal  object  of  M.  de  la  Roziere's  miflion  was  to  reconnoitre  the  fortrefs,  for  tha 
purpofe  of  feeing  how  far  it  was  in  a  ftate  of  defence,  and  what  part  of  it  was  moft  epen  to  attack.  Before  the  af- 
fault  commenced  there  was  juft  time  enough  for  him  to  make  his  report,  and  the  infurgents  to  march  to 
»he  caftle, 

or 
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or  they  would  be  fired  upon.  They,  however,  proceeded,  and  the  governor,  at  laft,  or- 
dered the  troops  to  fire,  which  they  did,  when  feveral  fell,  and  the  reft  fled:  but  they  did 
not  go  far,  and  continued  firing  on  the  battlements.  Some  broke  open  the  barracks,  on 
the  right  of  the  paffage-court,  and  plundered  them.  About  an  hour  afterwards,  they 
brought  in  a  great  quantity  of  ftraw,  and  fet  fire  to  the  guard-room,  which  was  fituated 
to  the  left,  on  the  entrance  of  the  court  before  the  caftle  ;  to  the  governor's  houfe,  on 
the  right,  farther  on  ;  and  to  the  kitchens,  which  were  placed  on  the  left,  beyond  the 
court,  and  nearer  to  the  interior  of  the  caftle.  A  cannon  was  then  fired  at  them  loaded 
with  grape-fhot;  the  only  one  that  was  dijcharged  during  the  attack.  The  garrifon  only 
defended  the  place  with  mulkets. 

The  French  guards  appeared,  bringing  with  them  a  mortar,  two  four  pounders,  and  a 
cannon  inlaid  withfilver,  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the  king's  garde-meubles.  Mon- 
fieur  de  Launay  had  neglected  to  lay  in  any  provifions ;  and  as  the  people  perfifted  in 
their  determination  to  reduce  the  place,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  all  the  non-commif- 
fioned  officers  went  and  folicited  the  governor  to  furrender  it.  Finding  himfelf  in  this 
extremity,  he  attempted  to  fire  a  piftol  into  the  powder  that  had  been  brought  from  the 
arfenal,  and  was  depofited  in  one  of  the  towers,  called  the  tower  de  la  liberte,  but  was 
prevented  by  two  ferjeants,  Ferrand  and  Beguard.  Monfieur  de  Launay  alked  the  garri- 
fon, what  they  wilhed  him  to  do  :  he  faid,  his  own  opinion  was,  that  they  fhould  defend 
themfelves  to  the  laft,  and  even  blow  up  the  place,  rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
furious  mob.  But  as  the  garrifon  infilled  on  furrendering,  he  gave  a  white  handkerchief 
to  a  ferjeant,  ordered  him  to  fhew  it  from  the  battlements,  and  fent  a  drummer  at  the 
fame  time  to  beat  the  chamade.  His  orders  were  ftrictly  obeyed,  but  the  populace,  re- 
gardltfs  of  the  fignals,  and  rendered  more  courageous  by  the  ceflation  of  refiftance,  con- 
tinued to  fire.  They  foon  after  advanced  to  the  draw-bridge,  and  defired  it  might  be  let 
down.  The  officer  who  commanded  the  Swifs  detachment  fpoke  to  them  through  a 
loop-hole  at  the  fide  of  the  gate,  and  propdfed  that  the  garrifon  fhould  be  allowed  to 
march  out  with  their  arms  ;  but  they  all  exclaimed — No,  no.  He  then  told  them,  that 
the  troops  would  deliver  up  the  place  and  their  arras,  if  they  would  promife  that  neither 
infult  nor  violence,  of  any  kind,  fhould  be  offered  to  them.  The  infurgents  replied— 
"  Let  down  the  draw-bridge,  nothing  Jhall  happen  to  you."  The  governor,  on  this  affur- 
ance,  took  the  key  out  of  his  pocket,  and  ordered  two  corporals,  Gaiardand  Pireau,  to  let 
down  the  bridge.  It  was  no  fooner  down,  than  the  people  rufhed  into  the  court,  and  at- 
tacked the  invalids  who  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  ranged  along  the  wall  on  the 
right.  The  Swifs  were  oppofite  to  them,  and  efcaped,  not  being  immediately  remarked, 
owing,  probably,  to  the  canvas  frocks  which  they  wore  over  their  uniforms.  The  peo- 
ple then  entered  the  apartments  of  the  officers,  where  they  broke  the  furniture,  doors,  and 
windows:  and  fir  great  was  the  tumult  and  confufion,  that  many  continued  to  fire,  and, 
without  intending  it,  killed  and  wounded  their  companions. 
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The  officers  and  the  invalid  foldiers  were  feized,  and  dragged  towards  the  town-houfe. 
Some  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  who  publifhed  a  narrative  of  the  tranfadlions  of  this  day, 
fay — "  After  humiliations  of  every  kind,  we  faw,  on  arriving  at  the  Greve,  the  bodies 
••  of  two  of  our  companions,  who  had  been  hanged.  Some  exclaimed  that  we  deferved 
•*  the  fame  fate,  and  in  the  inftant  a  thoufand  perfons  demanded  that  we  fhouldbe  delivered 
•{  to  them.  But  the  foldiers  of  the  French  guards  ftepped  forwards,  furrounded  us,  and 
"  defired  that  we  might  be  fpared-  The  people  confented,  and  the  guards  then  efcorted 
"  us  to  one  of  their  barracks  in  La  Nouvelle  Fiance,  gave  us  a  fupper  and  beds,  and  the 
*'  next  morning  fent  us  to  our  hotel." 

M.  de  Lannay  was  alfo  dragged  to  the  Place  de  Greve,  and  miferably  murdered S4. 
Monfieur  de  Lofme  Salbray,  the  major  of  the  Baftile,  experienced  a  fimilar  fate,  and  fimi- 

lar 


5*  We  have,  in  our  account  of  the  reduction  of  the  Baflille,  followed  that  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  in  a  former  note.  Many  of  the  particulars  are  taken  from  a  publication,  entitled  La  Bnjlille  devoilf, 
which  was  ftrongly  recommended,  for  its  accuracy,  by  mefficurs  Suard  and  de  la  Harpe,  conductors  of  the  Journal 
<le  Paris,  and  Mercure  de  France,  and  both  of  them  members  of  the  French  Academy. 

Our  relation  »f  this  event  will  be  alfo  found  to  differ,  in  many  material  points,  from  that  of  the  authors  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Hiftoi  y  of  the  Revolution,  adverted  to  in  a  former  note  ;  who  have  preferred  the  unfounded  affertions  of  anony- 
mous writers,  to  the  irrefragable  teftimony  of  formal  depofitions,  taken  upon  oath.  It  would  be  foreign  from  our 
purpofe  to  correct:  each  particular  perverfion,  as  the  fame  fpirit  of  mifreprefentation  pervades  the  whole  account  ; 
but  having  accufed  thofe  writers  of  contributing  to  the  propagation  of  "grofs  falfhoods"  and  "  ridiculous  tales,"  it 
may  not  be  unneceffary  to  adduce  fome  farther  proofs  in  fupport  of  the  charge.  Of  the  clafs  thus  characterized 
muft  particularity  be  confidered  the  injurious  and  cruel  falfhood,  that  the  unfortunate  and  murdered  de  Launay  had 
treacheroufly  enticed  a  number  of  Parifians  into  one  of  the  courts  of  the  Baftile,  where  he  caufed  them  to  be  maffa- 
cred  in  cold  blood.  This  horrible  and  wicked  invention  produced  its  odious  purpofes  at  the  time;  in  the  firft  in- 
ftai-xe,  by  exciting  the  animofity  of  the  populace,  and  fpurring  them  on  to  that  pitch  of  outrage  and  cruelty  which 
was  intended ;  and  in  the  fecond,  by  holding  out  fome  palliation  for  the  inhuman  murder  of  the  governor,  and  re- 
prefenting  it  to  the.  world  as  an  act  of  juft  retribution  for  his  treachery.  That  a  falfhood,  fo  foul  and  calumnious, 
fhould  have  been  nfferted  by  an  Engli/h  writer,  and  at  fo  late  a  period  as  the  year  1794,  when  it  ftands  contradicted 
by  the  pofitive and  unrefuted  teftimony  of  the  Invalids,  who  formed  a  part  of  the  garrifon;  and  when  even  the 
author  of  the  Bajlile  Devoile'e,  though  evidently  no  friend  to  M.  de  Launay,  and  though  he  feems  not  to  difapprove 
of  his  being  put  to  death,  exculpates  his  memory  from  the  treachery  that  was  imputed  to  him  ; — that,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  fuch  a  falfhood  fhould  be  fo  adopted  and  propagated,  muft  excite  both  aftonifhment  and  indignation!— 
In  this  inftance,  the  "  Impartial"  authors  have  preferred  the  rafh  and  unfupported  affertions  of  the  "  Deux  Amit 
"  de  la  Lilerte"  to  all  other  authority;  and  have  consented  themfelves,  in  their  account  of  the  reduction  of  the  Baf- 
tille,  with  almoft  a  literal  tranflation  of  a  work,  which  bears,  on  that  fubject  atleaft,  fcarcely  one  mark  of  authen- 
ticity, and  innumerable  fymptorns  of  the  moft  marked  and  inveterate  prejudice  .-  of  this  no  ftronger  proof  will,  it 
is  conceived,  be  required,  than  the  afferti on,  that  "  M.  de  Launay  deferved  death  as  governor  of  the  Baftille — ■ 
"  The  mere  act  of  holding  that  port  made  him  guilty  of  leje-nation ! '.""  (torn.  ii.  p.  48.)  But  the  tranflators  have 
eccafio-nalJy  exceeded  even  the  original?,  by  boldly  hazarding  an  unqualified  affertion  (as  to  a  matter  of  fact)  where 
the  latter  have  adopted  the  modification  of  an  "  On  dit"  or  a  "  fekn  yuelques  ton." — Thus,  fpeaking  of  a  paper  faid  to 
be  difplayed  from  the  walls  by  a  Swift  officer,  addreffed  to  the  jnfurgenw,  which  aa  unknown  perfon  attempted  to 
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Iar  cruelty  ;  although  it  has  fince  been  generally  acknowledged,  even  by  the  democratic 
writers,  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  humanity,  whofe  tendernefs  to  the  prifoners  deferved 
far  different  treatment.     This  was,  indeed,  ftrongly  confirmed  by  a  remarkable  circum- 

ftance 


fetch,  by  laying  a  plank  over  the  ditch,  and  fettlng  it  on  the  parapet,  the  Frenchmen  fay — "  La  brave  inamnu  iavanci 
<(  iltft  fret  a  faifir  le  papier,  matt  il  tombe  dans  hjojfe,ftapfe,  selon  qj/elqUES  uns,  a'  tin  coup  defufil" — (torn.  ii.  p.  30)^ 
which  the  Englishmen  thus  render — "  The  brave  unknown  advanced  upon  the  plank ;  but  juft  as  he  was  ready  to 
"  feize  upon  the  paper,  he  received  a  mufket-Jhtt ,  and  fell  into  the  ditch."  (Vol.  i,  p.  269.) 

It  cannot  efcape  notice,  that  the  only  acts  of  treachery  that  paffed  at  the  taking  of  the  Baftille,  were  committed? 
by  the  people,  who  wantonly  broke  the  word  they  had  folemnly  pledged,  and  inflicted,  death  where  they  had  pro- 
mifed  fofety. 

The  pleafant  tale  of  the  heroic  barber,  who  found  himfelf  fo  deeply  involved  in  the  weighty  concerns  of  em- 
pire,  that  he  attempted  to  blow  the  Baftille  and  himfelf  up  together,  though  it  feems  intended  only  as  a  companion 
to  the  former,  certainly  peffefles  many  advantages  over  it ;  "  for  befides  its  being  totally  innocent,  and  undoubted- 
"  ly  affording  much  Satisfaction  to  the  members  of  that  fraternity,  fome  of  whom  it  may  poffibly  ftimulate  to  fimilar 
"  deeds  of  chivalry,  it  has  the  pofitive  merit  of  being  an  unique  in  that  fpecies  of  compofition."  But  harmlefs  as 
fuch  tales  may  appear  when  ufed  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  anfwer  a  particular  purpofe,they  merit  the  fevereft  re- 
probation, when  employed  to  fully  the  purity  of  the  hiftoric  page,,  and  to  contaminate  the  clear  ftream  in  which 
hiftory  fhould  invariably  flow. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1790,  one  Francis  Felix  Denot,  by  birth  a  Parifian,  and  by  profefFfon  a  cook,  was  ar- 
retted in  the  capital,  and  proved  to  be  the  man  who  had  beheaded  the  marquis  de  Launay..  The  following  extract: 
from  the  depofitions  taken  before  the  Chatelet  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted. 

"  Being  interrogated  with  refpect  to  his  conduct  on  the  twelfth  of  July  and  the  following  days,  he  fays,  that.. 
"  on  the  twelfth  of  July,  feeing  the  bulls  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  M.  Neckar  carried  through  the  ftreets,  h«. 
"  went  to  the  Palais  Royal;  that  fome perfons  there  propofed  to  him  to  go  to  the  Place  Louis  Quinze,  to  aflift  the 
"  people  againft  the  dragoons  who  were  purfuing  them  ;  that  he  there  faw  troops,  among  whom  he  was  told  was 
"  the  prince  of  Lambefc,  charge  and  difper.e  the  people  fword  in  hand  ;  that  he  himfelf  was  thrown  down,  and 
"  received  feveral  blows  from  ftones ;  that  he  heard  a  mufket  fired,  and,  being  frightened,  threw  himfelf  on  his 
"  face;  that,  when  he  got  up,  hp  found  a  dragoon's  helmet,  which  he  brought  away  with  him  ;  that  on  his  way 
"  home,  he  called  out  to  all  he  met,  to  be  on  their  guard  that  night;  that  he  did  not  go  out  again  on  the  twelfth, 
"  but  that  the  next  day,  hearing  that  the  citizens  had  taken  arms,  he  went,  with  the  helmet  on,  to  the  Place  de 
"  Greve  about  nine  in  the  morning ;  that  he  from  thence  went  along  with  many  others  to  get  arms  at  the  barracks 
"  at  Papincourt;  that  they  there  got  a  number  «f  mufkets,  and  that  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  any  from  getting 
"  arms  but  fuch  as  were  fit  to  be  trufted  with  them ;  that  they  there  difperfed  and  went  off  to  different  quarters ; 
"  that  he  and  others  came  to  the  town-houfe,  where  they  were  defired  to  return  home,  and  acquainted  that  a  plan 
"  would  bo  formed  in  the  different  diftricts  ;  that  he  did  fo,  and  from  thence  went  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  for- 
"  thediftrict  Saint  Opportune;  that  he  and  other  citizens,  on  that  day,and  afterwards,  marched  in  patroles  through 
"  the  ftreets,  and  that  for  eight  days  and  nights  he  was  almoft  conftantly  on  foot  to  prefeive  good  order  ;  that  on  the 
"  morning  of  Tuefday  the  fourteenth,  he  was  employed  in  bringing  arms  from  the  Hotel  des  Invalides;  that  after- 
"  wards  hearing  the  people  were  gone  to  the  Baftille,  he  went  thither  likewife;  that  he  was  there  informed,  that- 
u  the  people  were  conducting  M.  de  Launay  to  the  town-houfe ;  that  he  ran  after  them,  and  joined  them  at  the 
«  arch  Saint  John ;  that  the  people  who  were  affembled  before  the  town-houfe  called  out,  bang  him,  hang  him  ;  that 
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fiance  which  occurred  at  his  death;  for  the  marquis  de  Pelleport,  a  young  man,  whofe 
faflilon  and  figure,  independent  of  his  rank  and  generofity,  entitled  him  to  refpect,  was 
to  deeply  imprelTed  with  the  kindnefs  he  had  experienced  from  the  major,  when  he  was 
himfelf  a  prifoner,  that,  eagerly  clafping  him  in  his  arms,  in  the  midft  of  all  this  terror 
and  danger,  he  mod  pathetically  entreated  the  people  to  fpare  the  life  of  his  friend,  to 
whom  he  owed  fo  much.  But  his  entreaties  were  as  fruitlefs  as  his  exertions  were  vain  ; 
the  major's  head  was  feparated  from  his  body,  and  his  grateful  and  generous  friend,  after 
receiving  a  fevere  wound  in  his  neck,  with  difficulty  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  diforders,  M.  de  FlefTelles,  the  provoft  of  the  merchants,  had 
been  detected  in  a  correfpondence  with  the  court ;  he  was  accordingly  difmifled  from  his 
office  by  the  committee  of  electors,  and  ordered  to  be  conveyed  to  prifon  until  his  trial  ; 
but  he  had  fcarcely  reached  the  bottom  of  the  fteps  at  the  town-houfe,  when  the  new 
executors  of  luminary  juftice  forced  him  from  the  guard,  (hot  him  inftantly  without  trial 
or  enquiry,  difmembered  his  body,  and  carried  his  bleeding  head  about  the  ftreets  oh  a 
pike  in  triumph,  along  with  that  of  M.  de  Launay.  Monfieur  deMiray,  aid-major,  was 
killed  in  the  Rue  Tournelle.  Monfieur  Perian,  lieutenant  of  the  Invalids,  was  murder- 
ed in  his  way  to  the  Greve ;  and  monfieur  Caron,  lieutenant  in  the  fame  company,  after 
receiving  four  wounds  in  the  ftreets,  was  carried  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where  he  recovered. 
In  the  defence  of  the  place  only  one  foldier  was  killed  and  four  wounded.  One  invalid 
was  killed,  and  feveral  wounded  by  the  people  after  their  admiflion  into  the  caftle  ;  and 
two  were  hanged  by  the  infurgents  at  the  Greve. 

After  more  than  two  hours  had  rapidly  elapfed,  under  the  double  intoxication  of  joy 
and  revenge,  fome  humane  perfons  reminded  the  populace,  that  the  prifoners  in  the  Baf- 
tiile  ought  to  be  releafed  ;  their  cells  were  accordingly  broke  open,  and  they  were  led  in 
triumph  round   the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Royal.     But  how  great  was  the  furprife  of 


"  M.  de  Launay,  who  had  hitherto  kept  his  eyes  caft  down,  on  hearing  this,  lifted  them  up,  and  faid,  Let  them  put  me 
"  to  death,  If  refer  that  to  thefe  unmerited  infults;  that  in  the  fame  inftant,  a  number  ef  perfons,  unknown  to  the  pri- 
"  foner,  gave  M.  de  Launay  many  wounds  with  fwords  and  bayonets;  that  the  people  feeing  him,  the  prifoner, 
"  with  the  helmet  on,  called  out,  Come,  dragoon,  cut  off  hit  head;  that  though  monfieur  de  Launay  was  now  dead,  he 
"  felt  a  great  repugnance  to  do  fo ;  that  he  began  to  do  it  with  a  fword  they  gave  him,  but,  as  it  did  not  cut  well, 
*'  he  finifhed  it  with  a  knife  that  he  had  in  his  pocket  ;  that  the  head  being  put  on  the  end  of  a  pike,  flill  preffed 
"  by  the  penple,  he  carried  it  through  the  ftreets,  and,  being  joined  by  the  perfon  who,  in  like  manner,  carried 
"  the  head  of  the  Provoft  of  the  merchants,  they  went  with  them  to  the  Palais  Royal,  and  afterwards  carried  them 
«'  to  the  Morgue  *;  that  far  from  apptehending  any  blame  for  what  he  had  done,  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  feveral  de- 
**  puties  of  the  National  Affembly,  expecting  to  have  been  rewarded  with  a  medal,/o>  having  feed  fociety  of  a  monfler :  ~m 
"  and  that  about  an  hour  before  he  had  beheaded  M.  de  Launay,  ho  had  drunk  a  glafs  of  brandywith  gunfo-wdtr  in  it, 
"  which  had  turned  his  head." 

*  A  place  in  Paris  where  dead  bodies  wereexpofed  by  the  police,  in  order  todifcover  whethey  were. 
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moft,  and  the  difappointment,  doubtlefs,  of  many,  when  it  was  found,  that  thefe  dreary 
dungeons,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  crowded  with  the  victims  of  defpotifm,  contained 
only/even  prifoners* 

The  names  of  thefe  men,  were,  Tavernier,  Pujade,  La  Roche,  the  count  de  Solages, 
White,  La  Gaurege,  and  Bechade. — Tavernier  had  been  repeatedly  fent  to  the  Baftile 
for  different  offences.  He  feemed  when  the  place  was  taken  to  be  difordered  in  his 
mind,  and  was  afterwards  fent  to  the  public  receptacle  for  lunatics  at  Charenton, 
Pujade,  La  Roche,  Caurege,  and  Bechade,  were  arretted  at  different  places,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Baffille,  until  they  could  be  brought  to  trial  for  a  notorious  forgery  of  bills  of 
exchange  to  a  great  amount,  that  were  accepted  by  meflieurs  Tourton,  Ravel,  and  Gallec 
de  Santerre  bankers  at  Paris. 

The  count  de  Solages,  by  his  own  account,  was  arretted  at  Touloufe  in  Languedoc, 
his  native  country,  in  1782,  by  an  order  from  the  minifter,  monfieur  Amelot,  granted 
at  the  requeft  of  his  father,  for  dittipation  and  other  circumftances  of  mifconducl:.  He 
did  not  feem  to  confider  his  confinement  as  unmerited ;  but  he  complained  of  having 
never  received  any  account  of  his  family  from  the  time  he  had  been  arretted.  He  was 
firft  fent  to  Vincennes,  and  was  removed  from  thence  to  the  Baftille,  in  February,  1784. 
Having  heard  the  firing,  he  enquired  of  the  turnkey,  who  had  juft  brought  up  his  din- 
ner, what  it  meant,  He  was  told  it  was  occafioned  by  a  revolt  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  fcarcity  of  bread  ;  but  while  the  turnkey  was  apoligizing  for  being  later  than 
■ufual  in  bringing  him  his  dinner,  the  room  was  filled  with  armed  men.  It  was  fome 
time  before  the  count  thought  himfelf  in  fafety,  or  could  find  any  one  fufficiently  com- 
pofed  to  relate  the  events  of  the  day.  He  was  carried  to  the  diftriclof  the  Oratoire,  and 
from  thence  was  efcorted  to  an  hotel,  where  he  was  told,  for  the  firft  time,  that  there 
had  been  two  affemblies  of  the  Notables,  and  that  the  States  were  then  fetting  at  Ver- 
sailles; of  the  changes  that  had  happened  in  the  miniftry ;  and  of  the  diforders  that 
exifted  throughout  the  kingdom.  He  afterwards  received  an  account  of  his  father's 
death,  and  the  feizure  of  the  property  which  had  devolved  to  him,  by  his  own 
creditors. 

White  was  arretted,  and  fent  to  Vincennes,  by  an  order  from  M.  de  Sartine,  whence 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Baftille,  at  the  fame  time  with  Solages.  He  was  born  of  Irifh 
parents  at  Rochelle,  and  was  a  major  in  the  French  infantry.  It  appeared  that  he  was 
deranged  in  his  understanding,  though  quiet  and  inoffenfive.  After  being  carried  about 
the  metropolis,  for  fome  days,  by  the  people,  and  fhewn  at  the  coffee-houfes,  he  was 
fent  to  the  mad-houfe  at  Charenton. 

It  mould  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  prefent  fovereign,  through  his  natural  clemency 
and  humanity,  and  in   conformity  with  the  moderate  fyftem  of  government  which  he 

intended. 


368  HEIGH    ©F  [_l7$9' 

intended  to  purfue,  had  early  cleared  the  ftate -prifons  of  moft  of  their  wretched  inhabi- 
tants, none  being  retained  but  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of  notorious  crimes  againft  fociety, 
or  concerned  in  dangerous  offences  againft  the  ftate.  It  is  likewife  worthy  of  obferva- 
tion,  that  with  all  the  odium  and  detcftation  under  which  the  queen  and  the  count  d'Ar- 
tois  laboured,  and  with  all  the  libels  which  were  hourly  written  and  fpoken  againft 
them,  not  a  fingle  vicTun  to  their  refentment  or  juftice  was  found  in  all  the  prifons  of 
the  kingdom  55. 

The  people,  of  their  own  impulfe,haddeftroyed  the  governor's  houfe,  and  fomeof  the 
other  buildings  at  the  Baftille  ;  but  the  mayor  and  committee,  atthe  town-houfe,  refolved 
that  the  caftle  itfelf  fhould  be  demolished.  Thecity  architects  were  appointed  to  conduct 
the  work,  and  this  immenfe  edifice  was  foon  levelled  with  the  ground.  Many  cannon- 
balls  were  found  in  the  walls,  fuppofed  to  have  been  lodged  there  during  the  war  of  the 
Fronde,  at  the  battle  in  the  fuburbs  of  Saint  Anthony,  when  the  royal  army  was  com- 
manded by  Turenne,  and  that  of  the  Fronde  by  the  Great  Conde56. 

During  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth,  thofe  critical  days,  on  which  their  own  fate  and 
that  of  their  fovereign  feemed  to  depend,  and  on  the  flrft  of  which  the  fcale  ftemed  to 
vibrate  fo  much,  that  it  was  evident  a  vigorous  exertion  might  have  fixed  its  bias,  the 
minifters  at  Verfailles,  and  the  commanders  of  the  army,  appeared  to  be  funk  into  a  deep 
lethargy,  or  a  profound  fleep  ;  the  former,  indeed,  when  unwillingly  roufed  to  hear  the 
accounts  from  Paris,  treated  them  with  the  utmoft  contempt  and  ridicule,  as  matters  not 
worthy  of  their  confideration ;  but  on  the  fatal  Tuefday,  the  fourteenth  of  July,  evil 
tidings  arrived  fo  faft  from  every  quarter,  that  they  were  overwhelmed  with  confterna- 
tion  and  terror,  and  rendered  totally  incapable,  if  it  had  not  even  been  too  late,  to  adopt 
any  meafures  which  required  decifion  or  vigour,  either  with  refpedl  to  orders  or  execu- 
tion. It  now  appeared,  that  the  defection  of  the  French  guards  had,  with  other  pre-dif- 
pofing  caufes  and  motives,   produced  a  moft  unfortunate  efFedr,  upon  the  national  troops 

ss  It  is  by  no  means  incurious  to  contraft  with  this  fact  the  ftate  of  things  under  the  iafluence,  »r  it  may  be 
called,  government,  of  Madame  Pompadour,  who  filled  all  the  prifons  of  France  with  the  unfortunate  victims  to 
her  private  malice  and  perfonal  refentments ;  yet  Pompadour  was  idolized  by  Voltaire,  and  by  all  the  poets,  wits, 
and  philofophers  of  the  kingdom  in  her  days,  and  was  even,  at  times,  a  favourite  with  the  people. 

56  The  demolition  of  the  BaftiUe,  by  a  formal  refolution,  has  been  juftly  confidered,  by  an  Englifh  author,  a* 
an  ebullition  of  that  <ieftroying  fpirit  which  has  levelled  all  the  orders  of  the  ancient  monarchy.  "  It  was  like  the 
"  anger  erf  an  ill-brought-up  boy,  who  beats  the  floor,  when  by  his  own  awkwardnefs  he  has  fallen,  with  this  dif- 
"  ference,  the  one  is  an  impulfe  of  paflion  in  a  child,  the  other  was  therefult  of  deliberation  in  men."  The  Bafble 
had  been  erected  under  different  reigns  at  an  immenfe  expence ;  it  had  ftood  above  four  hundred  years,  through 
all  the  vicifiitude6  of  tempeftuous  times  ;  it  feemed  calculated  to  brave  the  effects  of  age,  and  might  have  been 
-of  great  utility  in  a  city,  perhaps  worfe  provided  with  prifons  and  hofpitals  than  any  other  great  town  in  Europe.— 
jHiftoiy  of  the  Bajlile,  p.  189,  190. 
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in  the  army  ;  that  they  were  no  longer  to  be  depended  on  ;  and  that  they  openly  aflerted 
the  unlawfulnefs  of  fighting  their  fellow  citizens.  Before  they  had  yet  time  to  reflect 
on  the  confequences  of  this  deplorable  news,  or  to  confider  what  meafures  were  proper 
to  be  purfued,  they  were  farther  confounded  by  the  intelligence,  that  but  little  more  re- 
liance could  be  placed  on  the  foreign  regiments  than  on  the  national  troops.  The  for- 
mer had  ever  been  \inpopular,  chiefly  upon  the  idea — exclufive  of  national  pique  and 
vanity — that,  being  entirely  dependent  on  the  crown,  they  would  be  found,  upon  any 
occafion  that  offered,  the  ready  inftruments  of  defpotifm;  but  now,  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  every  body,  they  fhewed  themfelves  very  little  difpofed  to  engage  in  national  dif- 
putes  ;  and  fcemed  very  cold  and  indifferent  with  refpect  to  the  caufe  they  were  called  to 
fupport.  In  this  difmal  ffate  of  things,  the  only  policy  which  the  genius  of  the  mini- 
flers  was  capable  of  devifing,  was  the  fugitive,  pitiful,  and  cowardly  expedient  of  con- 
cealment, in  keeping  the  king  ignorant  of  the  misfortunes  in  which  he  was  involved, 
and  of  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  expofed. 

But  when,  on  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  the  news  arrived  at  Verfailles,  of  the  taking 
of  the  Baftille,  of  a  powerful  army  being  formed  in  Paris,  and  of  the  deplorable  fate  of 
de  Launay,  Fleflelles,  and  Lofme,  the  minifters  all  aghaft,  feemed  as  if  ftrickeri  with  a 
thunderbolt.  Still,  though  their  confidence  had  forfaken  them,  their  policy  was  pre- 
ferved,  and  it  was  determined  not  to  reveal  the  difmal  tidings  to  their  fovereign.  In  the 
courfe  of  that  day,  the  National  AfTembly,  after  much  and  eager  debate,  and  a  variety  of 
motions,  adopted,  with  unanimity,  the  follow  refolutions  : 

"  The  National  AfTembly  is  of  opinion,  that  the  public  tranquillity  may  be  reftored 
"  and  preferved,  by  regularly  forming  and  maintaining  the  militia  that  has  been  raifed 
**  in  the  capital.  It  refolves,  that  the  king  be  again  conjured  to  withdraw  his  troops, 
"  whofe  prefence  has  been  the  principal  caufe  of  the  diforders  that  now  prevail,  and 
«'  which,  by  (hewing  the  contraft  of  a  military  force  that  alarms,  with  a  civil  power 
**  that  protects,  puts  in  oppofition  the  privileges  of  authority  with  the  rights  of  the  ci- 
"  tizen.  It  directs  that  the  deputies  lately  fent  to  the  king,  go  back,  and  employ  the 
"  moft  prefling  inftances  with  his  majefty,  to  engage  him  to  fend  away  his  troops. 

The  deputation  accordingly  repaired  to  the  palace  and,  after  a  confiderable  abfence, 
the  archbifhop  of  Vienne,  their  prefident,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  deputation,  returned 
at  nine  in  the  evening  with  the  following  anfwer: 

"  I  am  without  intermiflion  employed  in  the  adoption  of  means  for  reftoring  tran- 
"  quillity  in  the  capital.  1  had  ordered  the  provoft  of  the  merchants  to  come  to  me,  in 
"  order  to  take  meafures  for  that  purpofe.  Having  fince  been  informed  that  a  militia 
«*  has  been  eftablifhed  :here,  I  have  given  orders  to  general  officers  to  put  themfelves  at 
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"  the  head  of  that  militia,  to  aflift  it  with  their  experience,  and  to  flcond  the  zeal  of 
"  the  good  citizens.  I  have  likewifc  given  orders  to  withdraw  the  troops  in  the  Champ 
•«  de  Mars.  The  concern  you  exprefs  at  the  diforders  that  reign  there,  is  a  fentiment 
•*  that  fhould  he  in  the  heart  of  every  one,  and  mod  ferioufly  afflicts  mine." 

While  this  deputation  was  with  the  king,  another  arrived  at  the  afTembly  from  the 
permanent  committee  at  the  Town  Houfe,  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  the  city,  and  to  defire,  in 
the  prefent  crifis,  the  eltablifhment  of  a  correfpondence  between  the  committee  and  the 
afTembly.  One  of  the  members  of  the  afTembly,  the  baron  de  Vens,,  who  came  from 
Paris  about  the  fame  time,  gave  an  affedting  defcription  of  the  fee  11  e  he  had  juft  quitted. 
He  had  been  feized  by  the  people,  and  forcibly  conveyed  to  the  town  houfe  ;  on  his  way 
thither  they  fhewed  him  the  mangled  bodies  of  mefTieurs  de  Launay  and  de  FlcfTelles, 
and  repeatedly  threatened  him  with  a  fimilar  fate.  The  affembly  paiTed  over  in  filence- 
this  infult  offered  by  the  infurgents  to  one  of  their  own  body,  though  even  the  appear- 
ance of  flight  on  the  part  of  the  king  never  failed  to  incur  their  fevereft  reprehenfion ; 
and  contented  themfelves  with  fending  another  deputation  to  the  palace  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  his  majefly.  The  archbifhop  of  Paris,  who  was  at  the  head  of  this 
deputation,  returned  about  eleven  at  night,  and  told  the  afTembly,  that  he  had  obtained 
immediate  admiflion  to  the  king,  whom  he  found  with  his  brothers,  and  who,  on  hearing 
the  news,  replied,  that  his  heart  was  more  and  more  deeply  wounded,  but  that  it  was  not 
pojjible  to  believe  that  orders  had  been  given  to  the  troops  capable  of  producing  fo  many  calami- 
ties. "  Alas  !" — exclaims  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  who  was  prefent  at  the  time — "it  was- 
"  fufficient  to  fee  him  and  to  hear  him,  to  be  convinced  that  he  (poke  truth  57." 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  king  went  to  the  afTembly,  without  guards,  and  pronounced  the 
following  fpeech : 

**  I  called  you  together,  to  confult  you  on  matters  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
"  ftate,  and  none  can  be  more  important  than  the  dreadful  diforders  that  prevail  in  the 
41  capital — None  affeft  me  fo  deeply  ;  and  the  chief  of  the  nation  comes  with  confidence 
•«  among  its  reprefentatives,  to  fhew  them  his  affection,  and  to  invite  them  to  the  adop- 
**  tion  of  means  for  the  reftoration of  order  and  tranquillity. 

"  I  know  that  unjufl  infinuations  have  been  induftrioufly  diffufed;  I  know  that  fome 
"  have  dared  to  publifh  that  your  perfons  were  in  danger — Is  it  neceffary  for  me  to 
•*  difavow  rumours  thus  criminal,  and  which  I  hope  are  fufficiently  contradicted  by  my 
"  character,  that  is  fo  well  known  to  you  ? 

H  Memoire  de  M.  le  Comte  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  68. 

"  I,  then,. 
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"  I,  then1,  who  am  one  with  the  nation,  unite  myfelf  with  you,  and  defire  you  to  aflift 
•«  tne  in  the  adoption  of  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate.  I  exped  this  from  the 
*«  National  AfTembly.  The  zeal  of  the  reprefentatives  of  my  people,  called  together 
"  for  the  public  welfare,  allures  me  of  it :  and,  relying  on  the  love  and  fidelity  of  my 
«!  fubjedts,  I  have  given  orders  for  the  troops  to  retire  from  Paris  and  Verfailles.  I  au- 
•»  thorize,  nay  I  invite,  you,  to  make  my  intentions  known  in  the  capital." 

This  fpeech  was  received  with  the  loudeft  acclamations;  the  dream  of  loyalty  feemed 
again  to  return  to  its  natural  channel  ;  and  as  the  king  rofe  to  return,  the  deputies 
ftarted  from  their  feats,  and  forming  a  circle  around  him,  conducted  their  fovereign  in 
triumph  to  the  palace.  From  that  initant  Lewis  had  in  effect  refigned  the  fovereignty 
into  the  hands  of  the  afTembly,  with  little  profpeiSt  of  his  ever  again  recovering  it. 
From  that  time  alfo  the  middle,  or  moderate  party,  led  by  Mounier,  Lally,  Malouet,  otc. 
were  reconciled  to  him,  and  feem  to  have  relied  cordially  upon  his  faith  ;  but  the  friends 
and  patronizers  of  extreme  democracy,  either  were  or  affedted  to  be  afraid  that  his  known 
irrefolution  would  afford  the  means  for  throwing  him  back  into  the  hands  of  their  ene- 
mies, and  therefore  determined  to  exert  their  power  to  its  utmoft  extent,  in  order  to 
fetter  him  as  clofely  as  poflible. 

The  terror  of  fieges  and  blockades  had  got  fuch  pofTeffion  of  the  minds  of  the  Pari- 
fians,  that  they  could  think  of  nothing  elfe,  and  they  were  inceffant  in  their  prepara- 
tions of  defence.  La  Fayette  was  now  elected  to  the  command  of  the  new  militia, 
with  the  title  of  general.  The  old  office  or  appellation  of  provoft  of  the  merchants, 
was  fuppreffed,  and  M.  Bailly,  formerly  known  by  his  aftronomical  writings,  was  ap- 
pointed chief  magiftrate,  under  the  name  of  mayor  of  Paris* 

That  capital  was  now  to  be  confide  red  as  a  great  republic,  and  it  foon  became  fo  fen- 
fible  of  its  own  power,  as  to  give  the  law,  not  only  to  the  unfortunate  fovereign,  but  to 
the  National  Aifembly,  and  to  the  kingdom  at  large.  All  the  arrogance,  prefumption, 
cruelty,  ferocioufnefs,  and  tyranny  ;  all  that  contempt  for  the  laws,  for  order,  and  fubor- 
dination  ;  all  that  difpofition  to  miitruft,  fufpicion,  and  revolt,  which  had  invariably 
marked  their  conduit  in  all  times  of  public  tumult,  from  the  earlieft  periods  of  the 
monarchy  to  the  prefent  sera,  was  now  frrongly  difplayed  by  the  Parifians.  The  Na- 
tional AfTembly,  profiting  by  the  invitation  of  the  king  to  make  known  his  fentiments 
to  the  inhabitants  of  thecapital,  which  might  eafily  have  been  done  by  a  letter  from  the 
prefident,  even  now,  feemed  to  acknowledge  its  mafter,  by  fending  a  deputation  of  eighty- 
four  of  its  members  to  the  city  of  Paris,  rather  to  implore  than  to  propofe,  much  lefs 
to  order  or  command,  peace.  This  may  he  confidered  as  one  of  the  many  evil  confe- 
quences  which  refulted  from  the  ill-advifed  and  ruinous  meafure  of  affemhling  the  ftates 
at  Verfa'lles ;  for  it  is  not  probable  that  the  afTembly  would  have  fubmitted  to  the  de- 
grading 
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grading  humiliation  of  complimenting  a  band  of  infurgcnts,  if  they  had  been  out  of  the 
reach  of  that  turbulent  capital  ;  neither  would  the  factious  part  of  them,  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  have  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming,  as  they  did,  parties  in  their  cabals  and  fac- 
tions ;  until  at  length,  alternately  acting  and  being  ailed  upon,  they  became  by  turns  the 
inflruments  of  each  other's  purpofes,  though  the  fa&ion  in  the  aiTembly  wjs  not  fcldom 
obliged  to  give  way,  contrary  to  its  own  inclination,  to  the  dreaded  power  of  thofe  in 
the  city.  The  Parifians  were,  however,  too  fenfible,  in  the  prefent  inflance,  of  the  im- 
portance which  they  derived  from  this  fingular  deputation,  not  to  receive  the  deputies 
with  every  mark  of  applaufe  and  refpe£l. 

The  National  AiTembly  now  haftened  to  give  that  advice  which  the  king  had  fo  ear- 
neftly  afked  in  his  fpeech  of  the  fifteenth  ;  but,  like  men  elated  with  unexpected  fuc- 
cefs,  they  already  began  to  overleap  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and  evinced  an  eager  de- 
fire  to  (trip  their  fovereign  of  thofe  rights  which  are  not  only  eiTential  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  monarchical  dignity,  but  highly  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  a  flate.  It  became 
a  topic  of  difcuffion  with  thefe  infant  legiilators,  whether,  as  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, they  had  not  the  exclufive  right  of  chufing  the  miniflers  of  the  crown.  Moimier, 
who,  with  equal  energy  and  eloquence,  pointed  out  the  abfurdity  and  danger  of  fuch 
principles,  which  tended  to  veil  an  unlimited  anddefpotic  power  in  the  aiTembly,  was  ac- 
cufed,  by  Mirabeau,  of 'advancing  a  doctrine  impious  and  dctejlablei%.  The  voice  of  mo- 
deration, however,  prevailed  ;  after  very  warm  debates,  a  milder  and  more  conftitutional 
mode  of  proceeding  was  adopted  ;  and  an  addrefs,  propofed  by  the  baron  de  Juigne,  be- 
ing agreed  to,  was  prefented  to  the  king.  It  fet  forth,  that  in  confequence  of  the  defire 
which  his  majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  exprefs,  of  conforming  his  fentiments  to  thofe  of 
the  National  AiTembly,  they  humbly  advifed  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  minifters  and 
counfellors,  and  to  recall  M.  Neckar,  and  thofe  who  had  lately  been  removed. 

The  new  miniflers,  however,  had  anticipated  the  wiib.es  of  the  aiTembly,  and  volun- 
tarily refigned  their  polls;  while  the  king  chearfully  complied  with  their  requeil  to  re- 
call M.  Neckar;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  poifible  fufpicions  as  to  the  iincerity  of 
his  conduct,  fent  the  letter  he  had  written  for  that  purpofe  for  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
aiTembly. 

But,  notwithstanding  thefe  conciliatory  meafures,  the  power  and  violence  of  the  mob 
had  now  rifen  to  fuch  a  hejght,  that  it  became  dangerous  to  fuch  as  were  known  to 
entertain  fentiments  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  popular  party,  to  remain  within  its  reach. 
The  count  d'Artois  withdrew  fecretly  in  the  night,  and  went  to  BruiTels,  whither  he 
had  already  fent  his  fons,  the  dukes  of  Angouleme  and  Berry.     The  prince  of  Condc, 

5*  Expofe  de  la  conduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p.  19. 
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with  his  fori  and  grand fon,  the  dukes  of  Bourbon  and  Enghien,  and  the  prince  of  Conti, 
retired  thither  about  the  fame  time.  Tiie  count  d'Artois,  and  the  princes  of  Conde  and 
Conti,  had,  in  the  affembly  of  Notables,  oppofed  the  double  reprefentation  of  the  Third 
Eftate,  and  had,  on  all  occafions,  profefTed  their  attachment  to  the  ancient  principles  of 
the  monarchy.  Thofe  who  bore  them  any  enmity,  or  who  thought  their  prefence  might 
obftrucl:  their  views,  were  induftrious  to  inflame  the  popular  prejudices,  and  to  afcribe 
to  them  a  variety  of  fayings  and  counfels,  hoftile  to  the  opinions  that  now  prevailed. 
Bills  had  been  ftuck  up  in  the  Palais  Royal,  ploujly  recommending  their  deftrucTion, 
and  even  charitably  offering  a  price  for  their  heads  59.  In  thefe  bloody  profcriptions  were 
to  be  feen  the  names  of  the  minifters  who  had  juft  refigned,  and  of  a  number  of  perfons, 
of  both  fexes,  who  had  become  obnoxious  to  the  people,  by  having  been  favourites  with 
the  court.  In  their  flight,  they  were  under  the  neceflity  of  difguifing  themfelves  till 
they  reached  the  frontier.  The  news  of  the  late  occurrences  at  Paris  fpread  with  won- 
derful rapidity  ;  the  meflengers  of  thefe  tidings  urged  the  people  to  arm  ;  and  announc- 
ing that  the  guilty  were  endeavouring  to  efcape,  travellers,  for  months  afterwards,  were 
liable  to  be  arretted  and  detained  at  every  town  throughout  the  kingdom,  unlefs  furnifh- 
ed  with  a  paffport  from  the  permanent  committee  in  the  capital. 

Symptoms  of  the  rapid  decline  of  fetting  monarchy  were  now  abundantly  perceived. 
On  the  night  of  the  fixteenth,  an  univerfal  gloom  reigned  throughout  the  immenfe  pa- 
lace of  Verfailles.  Not  a  minifter  remained  :  and  all  the  princes,  with  their  attendants, 
were  gone,  except  Monfieur,  next  brother  to  the  king.  No  longer  were  the  fpacious 
apartments  crouded  with  courtiers  ;  alarmed  at  the  paft,  and  doubtful  of  the  future,  they 
had  withdrawn  ;  and  but  few  were  to  be  found,  except  fuch  as  were  immediately  on 
fervice.  It  has  been  remarked,- on  this  occafion,  that  fome  of  thofe  who  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  bafk  in  the  funfhine  of  royalty,  and  whofe  families  had  rifen  to  opulence  by 
the  bounties  of  the  fovereign,  were  the  firft  to  defert  his  caufe. 

The  king  was  advifed  and  perfuaded,  in  the  hope  of  removing  the  eternal  fufpicions 
and  jealoufies  of  the  Parifians,  of  calming  the  reftlefs  turbulence  of  their  minds,  and 
thereby  of  reducing  them  to  a  ftate  of  good  order  and  temper,  to  vifit  himfelf  the  city 
of  Paris  This  humiliating  and  defperate  mcafure  he  carried  into  execution  on  Friday, 
the  fevente^nth  of  July,  under  a  full  conviction,  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  thereby  en- 
countered the  perils  of  inftant  affaffination.  Nor  will  thefe  apprehenfions  be  deemed  un- 
founded, when  it  is  conlidered,  that  he  was  deftined  to  pafs  though  a  multitude  in  arms, 
moft  of  whom  were  unacquainted  with  the  management  of  them  ;  and  many  in  a  ftate 


*  There  can  be  no  doubts,  but  that  the  majitr  of  the  Palais  Royal  would  have  been  glad  to  purchafe  them  at 
any  rate. 
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of  popular  delirium,  and  fonie  yet  ftained  with    the  blood    which  it  had  madly  led 
them  to   fpill. 

The  National  Affembly  appointed  a  deputation  to  accompany  their  fovereign,  who  left 
his  palace,  about  ten  in  the  morning,  without  parade,  without  his  ufual  guard,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  body  of  armed  inhabitants  of  Verfailleson  foot,  who  had  infilled  upon  at- 
tending him.  When  this  motley,  but  folemn,  proceflion  fet  out,  many  of  the  ancient 
fervants  of  the  court,  who  had  never  feen  their  mailer  vifit  his  capital  but  furrounded 
witli  the  fplendour  of  the  throne,  and  amidfr.  the  acclamations  of  his  people,  burfi  into  a 
flood  of  tears.  At  Seve  he  was  received  by  a  detachment  of  five-and-twenty  thoufancj 
of  the  Parifian  militia.  As  he  approached  the  gates  of  the  capital,  he  was  met  by  M. 
Bailly,  the  newchofen  mayor  of  Paris,  attended  by  the  municipal  officers,  and  the  depu- 
ties of  each  diilricl.  After  the  mayor  had  prefented  him  with  the  keys  of  the  city,  and 
addreffed  him  in  a  fpeech,  neither  remarkable  for  its  eloquence  nor  its  truth,  he  proceeded 
to  the  town-hall  between  two  files  of  burghers,  three  deep,  who  lined  the  road,  to  the 
number  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  armed  with  fuch  weapons  as  they  had  been  able 
to  procure,  and  confequently  exhibiting  a  mod  motley  appearance.  The  cannon  that 
had  been  taken  at  the  Baftille  and  the  Hotel  des  Invalids  were  purpofely  placed  in  his 
road,  while  about  his  coach  were  thole  perfidious  troops  who,  a  few  days  before,  had  en- 
joyed the  diflinclion  of  being  his  guards.  Throughout  the  immenfe  crowd  a  profound 
filence  prevailed ;  the  ufual  exclamation  of  Vive  le  Roil  with  which  the  a'<r,  at  other 
times,  would  have  refounded,  had  been  prohibited,  or  was  forgotten.  The  accidents  that 
had  been  apprehended  were  now  experienced  ;  mufkets  were  heard  to  go  ofF;  feveral 
perfons  were  wounded  ;  and  a  young  woman  of  a  decent  family,  and  mother  of  feveral 
children,  was  fhot  near  the  carriage  of  the  king  6o. 

It  was  half  pafl  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  king,  after  having  been  more  than  fix 
hours  in  performing  a  journey  of  about  ten  miles,  reached  the  town-hall,  where  he  was 
again  harangued  by  a  M.  Moreau  de  Saint  Mery,  one  of  thofe  revolution-orators,  who, 
having  collected  a  few  ftale  maxims,  and  hackneyed  fentiments,  difplayed  them  on  all  occa- 
fions,  without  the  fmalleft  regard  to  fitnefs  of  time,  or  propriety  of  application.  With 
men,  vanity  has  the  magic  power  of  giving  an  appearance  of  novelty  to  truths  old  as  the 
univerfe.  M.  de  Saint  Mery  concluded  his  harangue  by  fagacioufly  obferving,  that 
•f  The  throne  of  a  king  is  never  fo  folid  as  when  it  hath  for  its  bafis  the  love  and  fide- 
"  lity  of  the  people,"  whence  he  inferred,  that  the  throne  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth 
(though  then  tottering  to  its  very  foundation)  was  immoveable ! 

One  part  of  his  fpeech,  however,  was  calculated  to  imprefs  a  belief  of  the  real  exift- 
••  See  Mr.  Crawford's  publication,  quoted  in  a  former  note,  p.  184. 
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ence  of  thofe  flagitious  and  cruel  defigns  againfl  the  city  of  Paris,  which  had  been  fo  in- 
duflrioufly  imputed  to  the  court,  as  a  means  of  exciting  the  prefent  troubles.  On  this 
imputation,  a  denial  fo  involuntary,  fo  unembarrafTed,  and  fo  pofitive,  burft  from  the  lips 
of  the  king,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  by-ftanders  to  avoid  feeling  a  conviction,  that 
it  was  the  language  of  confcious  innocence  in  an  indignant  refiftance  to  falfe  accufa- 
tion  ;  and  M.  de  Lally,  who  heard  it,  declares  that  the  mayor  of  Paris  himfelf,  who  was 
alfo  prefent,  muft,  from  that  moment,  have  ceafed  to  believe  that  any  hoftile  proje&s 
had  been  formed  againff.  the  capital". 

As  Charles  the  Wife  had  been  compelled  to  accept  the  badge  of  faction  from  the  hands 
of  Marcel,  fo  was  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  who  filled  the  fame  throne,  now  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  degradation  of  receiving  from  the  hands  of  Bailly,  who  occupied  the  fame 
port,  the  national  cockade.  After  having  heard  feveral  other  fpeeches,  the  king  declared, 
that  the  object  of  his  vifit  to  Paris  was  to  remove  any  doubts  that  might  be  entertained 
of  the  fincerity  of  his  conduct,  and  to  requeft  that  tranquillity  might  be  reftored  to  the 
metropolis,  and  his  fubje&s  return  to  their  ufual  occupations.  He  approved  of  the  no- 
mination of  La  Fayette  to  the  command  of  the  Parifian  militia,  and  of  Bailly  to  the 
office  of  mayor;  the  former  was  his  fervant,  and  his  confent  for  the  appointment  of  the 
other  was  not  yet  thought  needlefs.  After  his  majefty  had  fufficiently  fhewn  himfelf  to 
the  people,  at  the  windows  of  the  town  houfe,  while  the  exclamations  of  Vive  le  Roil 
Vive  la  Nation  !  were  heard  from  innumerable  vioces  below,  he  exprefled  his  defire  to  re- 
turn, and  arrived  at  Verfailles  about  eight  in  the  evening. 

The  powers,  which  had  hitherto  been  exercifed  in  the  capital  by  the  fervants  of  the 
government,  were  now  aflumed  by  the  mayor  and  aflembly  at  the  town-houfe.  The 
mafler  of  the  poft-office  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  nation  before  the  mayor,  and  the 
Hotel  de  la  Police  was  changed  into  the  Hotel  de  la  Mayerie.  The  allowances  to  the 
I  mayor  and  other  officers  ;  the  expences  of  the  militia,  of  the  police,  and  all  other  public 
difburfements  in  Paris,  were  to  be  defrayed  from  the  revenue  ;  but  for  the  extraordinary 
charges,  incurred  fcr  the  defence  of  the  town,  contributions  were  to  be  demanded  from 
the  inhabitants,  according  to  their  means,  and  their  zeal  for  the  public  caufe.  The  bar- 
riers that  had  been  destroyed  were  re-eftablifhed;  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  were  again 
placed  at  them  ;  patroles  marched  conftantly  through  the  ftreets  ;  and,  befides  the  ufual 
mode  of  lighting  them,  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  illuminate  their  houfes  at  a  cer- 
tain hour;  fo  that  Paris,  for  many  weeks  after  the  Revolution,  exhibited  every  night 
the  appearance  of  fome  extraordinary  public  rejoicing.  But,  notwithstanding  thefe  pre- 
cautions, it  was  foon  fadly  experienced,  that  whenever  the  people  bent  their  minds 
upon,  or  were  excited  to,  any  act  of  violence,  there  exified  no  regular   force   by   which 

*x  Memoire  de  M.  le  Comte  de  Lalljr-Tolendal,  p.  75, 
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they  could  be  retrained;  and  that  even  thofc  who  had  been  raifed  by  their  power,  might 
eafily  become  the  vi&ims  of  their  caprice. 

Though  the  people  had  difplaycd  the  mod  unbounded  fatisfafStion  at  the  profeffions  of 
their  fovereign,  and  a  refloration  of  harmony  had  apparently  taken  place,  they  fecretly 
cherifhed  a  fpifit  of  revenge  againft  thofe  who  had  efpoufed  an  oppofite  party ;  which 
they  refolved  to  gratify,  whenever  an  opportunity  fhould  occur.  The  firft  victims  of 
theirrefentmentwereM.de  Foulon,  and  his  fon-in-law,  M.  Berthier,  intendant  of 
Paris.  The  former  was  accufed  of  having  treated  the  people  with  difrefpeft  during  a 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  by  faying,  that  if  corn  could  not  be  had,  its  place  might  be  fup- 
plied  with  hay62.  We  have  before  obferved,  that  he  had  declined  a  place  to  which  he- 
had  been  nominated  under  the  marefchal  de  Broglio  ;  and,  being  aware  of  the  general 
indignation  which  prevailed  againft  him,  he  had,  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
difturbances,  retired  to  the  country-feat  of  his  friend,  M.  de  Sartine  ;  but  the  vigilance 
or  an  enraged  populace  was  not  cafily  eluded  :  he  was  foon  difcovered,  and,  in  the  night 
of  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  feized  in  his  bed,  by  a  horde  of  ruffians,  and  dragged, 
though  trembling  with  age,  having  attained  his  feventy-fifth  year,  on  foot  to  Paris;- 
where,  without  any  previous  interrogation  or  form  of  trial  whatever,  he  was  put  to 
death,  with  circumftances  of  fuch  peculiar  barbarity,  as  would  be  painful,  and,  indeed, 
indecent  to  relate; — circumftances,  too,  in  which  the  women  were  the  principal  actors; 
twice  was  he  fufpended  to  the  fatal  rope,  and  twice  did  the  cord  break,  while  the  infults 
he  had  received  were  renewed  during  the  dreadful  intervals  ;  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
was  fuffered  to  elapfe  before  the  new  cord  could  be  procured,  that  put  an  end  to  his 
exiftence,  though  not  to  the  enormities  of  his  ferocious  affaffms.  His  head  was  fe- 
vered from  his  body,  and,  fome  hay  being  fluffed  into  the  mouth,  was  fixed  upon  a  pole,- 
and  paraded  in  triumph  through  the  ftreets  of  the  city  63. 

M.  Berthier,  who  had  been  feized  at  Compiegne,  was  brought  to  Paris  the  fame  even- 
ing ;  and,  in  his  way  to  the  town-houfe,  he  was  met  by  a  proceffion  of  furies  and  ruf- 
fians, who  compelled  him  to  kifs  the  lifelefs  head  of  his  murdered  father:  he  had  not 
been  long  at  the  town-houfe,  before  they  rufhed  in,  and,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  to  allay 
their  favage  fury,  dragged  out  their  devoted  victim  ;  and,  after  cutting  off  his  head,  open- 
ed his  entrails,  while  they  drew  his  mangled  limbs,  which  they  had  torn  from  his  body, 

6z  That  he  had  refclly  uttered  this  provn-Bu!  phrafe,  no  proof  whatever  was  adduced, 

'3  The  mob,  alike  impious  and  ferocious,  added  blafphemy  to  their  cruelty  ;  they  placed  a  crtiun  of  thorn  upon  the 
bead  of  the.  wretched  fufferer,  and  when,  finking  with  pain  and  fatigue,  he  afked  for  fomething  to  quench  hi* 
thuit,  they  offered  him  vinegar.     L'Abbe  Sakatier,  torn.  i.  p.  93. 
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about  the  ftreets,  exhibiting  his  head  on  a  pole,  and  his  heart  on  .the  point  of  a  cutlafs6*, 
This  unfortunate  man  left  eight  children  to  deplore  his  lofs. 

Such  was  the  fatal  confequence  of  debauching  the  regular  troops,  and  depending  for 
fecurity  on  a  Civic  army  ;  though  eight-and-forty  thoufand  men  had  been  regularly  cm- 
bodied  in  the  capital,  and  To  distributed  that,  at  a  fliort  notice,  they  might  all  have  been 
eafiiy  alTembled,  the  magistrates  and  officers  found  it  impoflible  to  prevent  a  furious  mob 
from  committing  the  moll:  horrid  murders,  in  the  face  of  day,  and  in  the  heart  of  the 
city.  But  let  it  not  be  fuppofcd  that  the  mayor  and  the  general — Bailly  and  La  Fayette 
— difcharged  their  duty  on  this  occafion  !■ — All  that  their  per  final  influence  and  exertions- 
could  effect  was  tried: — but  did  they  found  the  tocfin  ?  did  they  attempt  to  aflemble  the. 
national  guards  ?  Did  they,  in  fhort,  adopt  any  one  of  thofe  meafures,  for  the  fuppreffion 
of  tumult,  and  for  the  prevention  of  fuch  grofs  violations  of  juftice  and  humanity,  to 
which  they  would  have  had  recourfe,  if  but  a  fingle  regiment  of  Broglio's  army  had  ad- 
vanced towards  the  capital  ;  or  if  their  fovereign,  unarmed  and  unattended,  had  repaireJ- 
thither  to  receive  their  commands  ? — No— not  one.  They  were  thereby  guilty  of  a  fcan- 
dalous  neglecT:  of  their  duty  ;  nor  could  the  fuddenmfs  of  the  event  be  pleaded  in  pallia- 
tion of  fuch  neglect;  for  it  was  notorious  that  one  body  of  men  was  gone  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  feizing  M.  de  Foulon  ;  and  a  fecond,  headed  by  an  eletlor,  to  apprehend  his  fon- 
hi-law  ;  and  the  time  requifite  to  go  to  Very  and  Compeigne,  and  to  return  from  thence, 
was  more  than  amply  fufficient  for  the  adoption  of  the  neceiTary  precautions,  to  in  furs 
fafety  to  the  fufferers,  and  tranquillity  to  the  capital 6s. 

«4The  fame  man  who  had  been  employod  to  cut  off  the  head  of  the  marquis  de  Launay  was  alfo  prefe'nt  at  this 
horrid  fcene.  In  the  depofition,  part  of  which  we  have  quoted  in  a  former  note,  he  fays — "  That  he  had  no  pare  in 
"  the  murder  of  M.  Berthier ;  that  he  was  near  him,  heard  him  proteft  his  innocence,  and  fupplicate  the  people) 
"  if  they  thought  him  guilty  of  any  crime,  to  carry  him  to  prifon,  in  order  that  he  might  be  tried  ;  that  M.  Ber- 
"  thier  was  fhbbed  to  death  by  lbme  foldiers ;  that  a  foldier  of  the  regiment  of  Royal  Cravate  opened  his  belly 
"  with  a  fabre,  and  one  he  is  unacquainted  with  pulled  out  his  heart,  put  it  into  his  (the  prifoner's)  hand,  and  in  a 
*'  furious  manner  took  him  by  the  collar,  faying,  Come,  dragoon,  bring  it  to  the  Hotel  de  Viile;  that  he  accordingly  went 
"  withhim,  accompanied  by  many  other  perfons,  and,  having  ken  M.  de  la  Fayette,  came  away  ;  that  incoming 
"  down  the  ftairs,  the  foldier  put  the  heart  upon  the  point  of  a  cutlafs,  and  obliged  him  (t  1 1-;  prifoner)  to  carry  it 
"  through  the  tbeets  to  the  Palais-Royal ;  that  while  he  was  at  fupper  with  the  foldier  at  an  eating-houfe,  and 
"  the  heart  lying  on  the  table,  the  people  came  and  demanded  the  heart,  which  they  threw  out  at  the  window  f." 

The  declaration  made  by  this  man  was  published  in  all  the  daily  papers  printed  in  the  metropolis,  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  Chatelet  de  Paris. 

*5  It  is,  indeed,  probable,  that  they  had  no  confidence  in  the  militia,  and  that  they  believed,  if  called  upon  to 
aft,  they  would  have  acled  againft  them ;  but,  at  all  events,  this  mould  have  been  tried,  and  it  was  their  duty  to 
make  the  trial. 


f  Not  a  word  is  here  mentioned  of  the  rejentment  of  the  foldiers  of  the  corps  to  which  the  monfter 
belonged  who  tore  out  the  heart  of  Foulon;  nor  of  the  duel  whicli  that  refentment  is  faid  to  have  occa- 
fioned.  on  this  very  night,  and  by  which  the  ruffian  is  faii  to  have  perifhed.— It  is  evidently  a  tale  fabri- 
cated by  the  '•  Deux  Amis,  de  la  Liberie',  and  adopted  by  their  translators. 

Preparatory 
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Preparatory  to  thefe  deeds  of  horror,  the  mod  barbarous  and  inhuman  popular  fongs— 
which  it  was  alfo  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  fupprefs — fet  to  inviting  tunes,  had  been  fa- 
bricated for  the  people  of  Paris,  in  order,  if  potable,  to  encreafe  their  native  ferocity  and 
cruelty.  One  of  thefe,  the  verfes  of  which  ended  with  the  pious  wifli,  that  all  the  ari- 
stocrats might  be  hanged  at  the  lanteme,  was  to  be  heard,  from  morning  till  night,  in 
every  ftreet,  and  almoft  every  houfe,  fung  by  all  clafTes  and  orders ;  the  fairer  part  of  the 
fofter  fex  degrading  themfelves  in  this  refpe£t  to  the  fame  level  with  the  moft  profligate 
and  abandoned.  Thefe  barbarous  words,  like  the  war  whoop  of  the  favages  in  North. 
America,  became  afterwards  the  death  Jignal  in  every  part  of  France. 

After  the  departure  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  diflenting  nobles  h aliened  to  re- 
nounce their  former  proteft,  and  held  themfelves  abfolved  by  neceffity  from  the  oath  they 
had  taken  to  their  conftituents.  It  was  agreed  to  bury  the  name  of  States-General  in 
oblivion,  and  the  name  of  National  AJfcm'oly  was  henceforth  adopted  by  all  parties.  Some 
reverence  feemed  ftill  to  be  paid  to  the  word  royalty,  although  the  fubftance  to  which  it 
related  had  entirely  loft  its  eflence.  It  was  thought  that  the  term  royalifts,  applied  to 
thofe  who  were  devoted  to  profcription  and  popular  fury,  would  yet  be  too  wounding  to 
the  ears  of  Frenchmen  to  be  endured,  the  term  ariflocrat,  therefore,  of  which  not  one  in 
a  thoufand  of  thofe  who  ufed  it  knew  the  true  meaning  and  import,  was,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  fubftituted  in  its  place. 

The  commotions  which  had  taken  place  in  the  capital  foon  extended  their  fatal  influ- 
ence not  only  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  but  even  to  the  moft  diftant  provinces.  At 
Saint  Germain  and  Poiffy  fome  murders  had  been  committed,  on  the  charge  or  fufpicion 
of  a  monopoly  of  corn;  attempts  of  a  funilar  nature  were  with  difficulty  prevented  at 
Pontoife  ;  in  Brittany  the  fame  diforders  prevailed  ;  nor  were  Normandy  and  Burgundy 
lefs  infected  with  the  fpirit  of  tumult  and  fedition,  which  feemed  on  the  point  of  diffuf- 
ing  itfelf  all  over  the  kingdom.  Emifjaries,  evidently  difpatched from  a  central  point,  went 
different  roads,  pajjing  through  the  towns  and  villages,  where  they  Jl aid  only  a  fufficient  time 
to  caufe  the  alarm-bell  to  be  rung  ;  in  one  place  announcing,  as  the  caufe  of  alarm,  the  march 
of  foreign  troops  ;  in  another,  the  approach  of  a  band  of  plunderers  ;  in  all,  calling  the  people 
to  arms  ;  while  many  of  them,  for  the  more  effeclual  accomplifhment  of  their  purpofe,  dijiri- 
bu led  money  as  they  paffed66.  The  end  and  object,  of  their  deftructive  progrefs,  was  the 
pillage  of  granaries,  the  burning  of  houfes,  and  the  aflaflination  of  the  proprietors. 
Whenever  the  foldiers  were  called  upon  to  fupprefs  the  tumults,  thus  excited,  they  made 
a  merit  of  difobedience,  and  joined  the  mob. 

The  prevalence  of  diforders  that  feemed  to  threaten  a  total  diflblution  of  govern- 

*6  Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  ^7,  7!. 
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ment  naturally  called  for  the  attention  of  the  National  Aflembly,  in  which  both  the 
executive  and  legiflativc  authority  appeared,  at  this  period,  to  be  exclufively  inverted. 
The  mind  of  every  virtuous  member  was  of  courfeimpreffed  with  fentiments  of  indigna- 
tion at  the  a&s  of  barbarity  which  had  been  committed  in  the  capita!,  and  at  thefanguinary 
tlifpolltion  which  was  fpreading  with  fuch  terrific  fymptoms  in  the  country.  Lally- 
Tolendal  took  the  lead  in  the  debate  on  this  momentous  point,  and  was  ably  feconded 
by  Mounier,  and  fupported  by  others  of  the  moderate  party;  who  propofed  a  procla- 
mation to  warn  the  people  from  thus  conftituting  themfelves  judges  and  executioners  of 
the  law. 

But  the  powerful  democratic  party  entertained  fentiments  of  a  very  different  nature  on 
this  fubjeel:,  and  did  not  by  any  means  wifli  to  reftrain  the  hands,  or  to  confine  the  au^ 
thority  of  their  ufefu I  allies.  Some  of  thefe  endeavoured  to  calm  the  virtuous  indigna- 
tion of  their  adverfaries;  one  of  them,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  victims  already  immo- 
lated would  be  infufficient  to  gratify  the  refentment  of  the  populace,  propofed  the  eftab- 
blithment  of  a  tribunal  for  trying  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  arrefled,  and  fuch  as  mould 
in  future  he  denounced  by  the  people  as  guilty.  This  propofal  was  defended  by  feveral 
deputies  ;  and  many  of  them,  adopting  the  wifh  of  fome  of  the  diftricls  of  Paris,  even 
advifed  the  eftablifhment  of  a  grand  jury  in  the  capital,  for  the  trial  of  all  ftate  criminals. 
At  this  very  time,  too,  a  lift  of  profcri  prions,  in  which  feveral  members  of  the  aflembly 
were  included,  was  circulated  among  the  people  of  Paris'7. 

Thefe  dangerous  propofitions  were  moft  ably  combated  by  M.  Mounier,  who  fhewed 
that  the  creation  of  laws  and  tribunals  for  the  punifhment  of  anterior  crimes  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  plainer!  principles  of  juftice  ;  he  maintained,  that  the  profecution  of 
offences  againft  the  ftate  was  the  exclufive  province  of  the  national  reprefentatives  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  a  fcandalous  proftitution  of  the  fublime  inftitution  of  juries,  to  render 
it  fubfervient  to  popular  rage  :  he  afked,  whether  a  tribunal,  deftined  to  try  men  accufed 
by  a  populace,  thirfting  for  blood,  and  always  prepared,  in  their  ftupid  ignorance,  to  re- 
ceive as  certain  fa£ts  calumnies  the  moft  abfurd,  would  be  at  liberty  to  afford  protection. 
to  innocence  ;  and  whether  fuch  a  commiflion  would  not  form  a  tribunal  of  blood  fub- 
fervient to  the  orders  of  the  factious,  and  a  thoufand  times  more  formidable  than  the  fa- 
tellites  of  tyrants  the  moft  abhorred  ? 

When  the  democratic  party  objected,  "  That  the  bufinefs  of  the  aflembly  was  to  make 
•'  laws,  and  not  to  attend  to  a  few  particular  diforders,"  Lally-Tolendal  replied,  that  the 
ftoicifm  which  could  lead  them  coldly  to  dictate  laws,  while  murders  were  ordering 
around  them,  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  far  from  deferving  the  name  of  a  virtue.     He 

•7  Expofe  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  Mounier ;  dans  l'Affcmblee  National,  p.  24,  25. 

ridiculed 
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ridiculed  the  pretence  of  valuing  fo  highly  the  liberty  of  thofe  whofe  lives  they  did  not 
feein  to  value  at  all  ;  and  that  curious  fpecies  of  generolity,  which  induced  them  to  de- 
- p i  fc  dangers  of  which  they  did  not  partake. 

But  flrong  and  incontrovertible  as  the  reafons  urged  in  fupport  of  the  motion  in- 
■Jilputably  were,  every  fophiftical  argument,  every  pitiful  fubtcrluge,  every  daring  affer- 
tion,  that  the  ingenuity  of  faction  could  devife,  or  its  effrontery  advance,  was  employed 
for  the  purpofe  of  perfuading  the  affembly  to  reject  it.  M.  de  Lally  was  told  that  his 
fallibility  had  (educed  his  reafon  ;  that  the  conflagrations,  imprifonments,  and  affaffinations 
which  infpired  his  mind  with  horror,  were  untoward  circumfiances,  which  mujl  have  been 
expelled,  and  jhould  be  borne  with  patience.  Another  member  obferved  to  him,  that  his  ima- 
gination had  created  dangers  which  had  no  ex'ijience  ;  and  that  there  was  no  danger  but  in  his 
motion;  it  was  dangerous  to  liberty,  becaufe  it  tended  to  take  from  the  people  a  [ulutary 
inquietude  which  they  ought  to  preferve  ;  dangerous  to  the  public  tranquillity,  becaufe  it 
would  give  the  people  ifalfe  inquietude  which  they  ought  not  to  experience  :  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  Assembly,  who  would  fee  the  city  of  Paris  declare  againfl  it,  if  they  adopted 
the  motion6*;  dangerous  to  the  legiflative  power,  which,  after  having  broken  the  formi- 
dable force  of  authority,  would,  by  that  means,  raifeup  another  force  flill  more  formidable; 
and  dangerous  to  the  executive  power,  which,  all  dreadful  as  it  had  juft  been  reprefented, 
would  be  affected  by  its  inability  to  enforce  obedience.  So  fertile  were  the  brains  of 
thefe  orators  in  the  creation  of  imaginary  dangers  ;  and  fo  blind  to  exifting  dangers  of 
fuch  enormous  magnitude  as  to  exceed,  in  their  confequences,  all  human  calculation  ! 

M.  Lally,  in  his  reply,  obferved,  that  a  man  muff  fhut  his  eyes  againft  the  light,  not 
to  fee  clangers  which  every  minute  rendered  more  alarming  ;  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  there 
would  no  longer  be  either  an  executive  power,  a  judicial  power,  or  a  coercive  authority, 
in  France.  He  called  upon  the  members  of  the  oppofite  party  to  explain  a  contrail  which 
he  was  unable  to  comprehend  :  "  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  infifted," — faid  he — "  that  we 
"  iliould  remain  tranquil,  while  two  perfons  are  actually  profcribed  at  Poiffy67 ;     when 

"  twelve 

**  This  was  the  operative  motive  for  the  open  rejection  of  the  propofal  with  the  democratic  party ;  they  were 
afraid  of  lofing  their  worthy  allies.of  the  capital,  whofe  affiftance,  they  knew,  was  effentially  requifite  to  the  fuc- 
csfsof  their  fchemes  ;  and,  to  obtain  this,  they  did  not  fcruple  to  render  the  legiflative  body,  as  far  as  they  could  at 
leaft,  fubfervient  to  the  caprice  of  the  metropolitan  infurgents. — "  If  it  were  not  for  thefe  Parifiant'1 — faid  one  of  them 
— "  ivhom  you  blame,  ive  fhould  not  now  be  fitting  here." 

*9  One  of  the  perfons  who  fell  a  viftim  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  was  Sauvage,  a  miller  at  Poiffy:  being  ac- 
cvifed  of  having  a  quantity  of  flour  in  his  poffeffion,  the  people  entered  his  premifes,  where  fix  or  feven  hundred 
facts  of  flour  were  found  ;  this  was  deemed  fufficient  proof,  and  the  mob  bade  him  prepare  for  inftant  death  ; 
but,  on  the  interference  of  fome  humane  perfons,  they  were  with  difficulty  perfuaded  to  refpite  the  miller,  until  a 
proper  enquiry  fhould  have  eftablifhed  his  guilt.  He  was,  therefore,  taken  to  a  neighbouring  convent,  when,  after 
a  very  minute  investigation  of  the  fact,  it  was  clearly  demonftrated,  that  he  was  no  monopolizer,  but  had  been  ap- 
pointed 


1789.] 


LEWIS    THE   SIXTEENTH.  281 


«'  twelve  others  are  threatened  ;  when  the  lives  of  fix  inhabitants  are  demanded  at  Pon- 
11  toife  ;  when,  yefterday,  the  tocjin  was  rung  at  Brie-Comte-Robert,  and  the  inhabitants 
"  were  expelled  from  their  houfes ;  when  the  commandant  of  Burgundy,  diftinguifhed 
"  by  the  purity  and  moderation  of  his  character,  has  narrowly  efcaped  being  cut  to 
**  pieces,  and  thrown  into  a  well; — on  the  other  hand,  a  needlefs  inquietude  is  pertina- 
"  cioufly  kept  up,  when  all  the  troops  are  removed,  when  all  the  minifters  whom  we 
"  dreaded  are  difmifTed,  and  when  the  king  has  refigned  himfelf  up  to  us." — He  afked, 
whether  they  were  legiflators,  or  confpirators?  and,  when  a  citizen-king  gave  them  li- 
berty, and  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  receive  it,  why  they  perfifted  in  their  determination 
to  conquer  it,  as  if  it  were  to  be  torn  from  a  tyrant  7°  ? 

When  Lally  enforced  his  arguments,  by  defcribing  the  horrid  deaths  of  Foulon  and 
Berthier,  the  celebrated  patriot  Barnave  ironically  afked,  "  If  the  blood  he  lamented  was 
"  fo  very  pure11  ?**  while  Mirabeau  told  him,  "  It  was  a  time  to  think  rather  than  to 
11  feel."  To  this  Iaft  remark  Lally  replied,  that  Tiberius  thought,  and  deeply  too  ;  and 
Lewis  the  Twelfth  felt  moft  acutely;  and  he  afked  his  opponents  if  they  had  the  choice 
between  the  two  princes  and  between  the  two  legiflatois,  which  of  t,hem  they  would 
chufe  ? 

As  the  debate  was  continued  during  three  fucceffive  days,  and  the  tumults  rather  en- 
creafed  than  diminifhed,  one  of  the  members  took  advantage  of  that  circumftance  to 
affirm,  that  the  very  mention  of  a  proclamation  had  excited  an  infurrection,  though  its 
profeflcd  object  was  to  enforce  refpect  to  the  laws,  and  promote  the  return  of  public 
tranquillity;  it  was  objected  at  the  fame  time  that  the  perjons  to  whom  it  was  addreJJ'ed 
could  not  read,  though  when  the  declaration  of  rights  came  to  be  difcufTed,  the  fame  party 
difcovered  that  every  man  in  France  could  read  ;  another  objection  was,  that  it  could  not 
be  prefented  to  the  king  for  his  fanction,  becaufe  the  form  of  the  fanction  was  not  yet 
determined,  though  a  fortnight  after,  they  loft  fight  of  this  circumftance  when  they 
wiflied  the  king  to  fanction  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of  Augufl. 

A  fenfe  of  fhame  on  one  fide,  and  unceafing  perfeverance  on  the  other,  produced  at 
length,  in  fome  degree,  their  effect,  and,  on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  the  proclamation 
was  iflued,  but  not  till  it  had  been  ftripped  of  all  the  cogent  expreffions  propofed  by 
Lally,  fuch  as  the  following  fentences  ;  that  "  Whoever  excited  troubles  was  a  bad  citi- 

pointed  by  government  to  purchafe  corn   for  the  ufe  of  the  capital.     The  mob,  however,  refolved  not  to  be  d 
pointed  of  their  prey  ;  tkey  again  feized  the  unhappy  man,  and  conducted  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  where  a 
journeyman  butcher  fevered  his  head  from  his  body. 

W  Memoire  de  M.  1c  Comte  de  L?.lly-Tolendal,  p.  82,  83.  7»  L'Abbe  Sabatier,  torn.  i.  p.  9S. 

O  0  zen  ; 
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,;  zen  ;  and  that  the  punifhment  of  a  crime  wasitfolf  a  crime  when  not  commanded  hy 
"  the  law."  The  motives  for  preventing  the  promulgation  of  thefe  evident  truths 
could  not  he  miftaken. — The  propofal  that  the  proclamation  fhould  be  prefcntcd  to  the 
king,  accompanied  hy  a  requeft,  that  his  majefty  would  caufe  it  to  be  circulated  throng- 
out  the  provinces,  and  read  in  all  the  churches,  was  alfo  rejected. — The  proclamation, 
as  entered  on  the  regiflers  of  the  afTembly,  was  this : 

"  The  National  AfTembly  confidering,  that,  from  the  firft  moment  of  its  formation, 
"  it  has  adopted  no  refolution  but  what  gives  it  a  juft  title  to  the  confidence  of  the  peft- 
"  pie  ;  that  it  has  already  eftablifhed  the  firft  foundations  on  which  the  public  liberty  and 
"  felicity  fhould  reft  ;  that  the  king  has  recently  acquired  a  ftronger  claim  than  ever  to 
"  the  confidence  of  his  faithful  fubjects;  that  he  has  not  only  himfelf  permitted  them  to 
•'  demand  their  liberty  and  rights,  but  that,  at  the  defire  of  the  afTembly,  he  has  removed 
«'  every  fubjec~r.  of  diffidence  capable  of  alarming  the  public  mind  ;  that  he  has  removed 
"  thofe  troops  whofe  prefence  or  approach  had  i'pread  terror  through  the  capital ;  that  he 
"  has  difmifled  from  about  his  perfon  thofe  counfellors  who  were  objects  of  uneafinefs 
M  to  the  nation  ;  that  he  has  recalled  thofe  whofe  return  was  fo  anxioufly  defired  ;  that 
"  he  has  appeared  in  the  National  AfTembly,  with  the  unreferved  confidence  of  a  father 
"  amidft  his  children,  to  requeft  their  affiftance  in  promoting  the  falvation  of  the  ftate  ; 
"  that,  actuated  by  the  fame  fentiments,  he  has  returned  to  his  capital  to  cflociale  himfelf 
"  with  his  people,  and,  by  his  prefeuce  to  remove  every  remaining  apprehenfion  ;  that, 
"  in  this  ftate  of  perfect  harmony  between  the  chief  and  thereprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
•'  and  after  the  complete  union  of  all  the  orders,  the  afTembly  is  now  occupied,  and  will 
"  never  ceafe  to  occupy  itfelf,  in  the  grand  object  of  the  conftitution  ;  that  any  diffi- 
"  dence,  tending  to  difturb  the  ineftimable  harmony  of  the  prefent  moment,  would  im- 
"  pede  the  labours  of  the  afTembly,  prove  an  obftacle  to  the  execution  of  his  majefty 's 
"  intentions,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  na- 
'•  tion,  as  well  as  to  the  private  interefts  of  its  component  members  ;  that  not  3  citizen, 
"  in  fine,  but  fliould  fhudder  at  the  idea  of  troubles,  which,  in  their  deplorable  confe- 
'•  quences,  would  produce  the  difperfion  of  families,  the  interruption  of  commerce,  the 
<l  privation  of  fuccour  from  the  poor,  a  cefTation  of  labour  for  workmen  and  citizens, 
"  and  for  all  ranks,  a  total  fubverfion  of  focial  order  : — The  National  AfTembly,  there- 
"  fore,  exhort  all  the  nation  to  peace,  to  the  maintenance  of  public  order  and  tranquil- 
"  lity,  to  difplay  that  confidence  which  is  due  to  their  fovereign,  and  their  reprefenta- 
'«  tives,  and  to  fhew  that  refpedl  for  the  laws  without  which  no  liberty  can  have 
"  exiftence. 

"  The  afTembly  farther  declares,  with  refpecT:  to  the  agents  of  power,  who  fliall  have 
"  caiif;d,  or,by  their  crimes  may  caufe, the  misfortunes  of  the  people,  that  they  ought  to 
M  beaccufed,  convicted,  and  puniflied,but  that  only  by  the  law,  which  fliould  take  them 

,     "  under 
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«  under  its  fafeguard,  until  the  final  decifion  of  their  fate  ;  that  the  profecution  of  all 
"  crimes  of  lefe-nation  appertains  to  the  reprefentativesof  the  nation  ;  that  the  afTembly, 
"  in  tlpe  confiitution  which  it  is  inccjjantly  occupied  in  forming,  will  point  out  the  tribunal 
"  before  which  every  perfon  accufedof  fuch  crimes  fhall  be  profecuted,  that  he  may  be 
*«  judged  according  to  the  laws,  and  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  public  trial." 

1 
It  here  again   appears  that  the  AfTembly  had  imbibed  the  idea  that  they  had  been  con- 
vened  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  confiitution  ;   this  was  the  grand  rock  on  which  thev 
fplit ;  the  flagrant  miftake  which  betrayed  them  into  a  thoufand  errors,  into  numbeilefs 
exertions  of  unconstitutional   authority.     What  idea  could  be  more  prepoflerous, 
or  more  degrading   to  the  people  themfelves  7%  than  that  fuch  a  nation  as  France  was,  fo 
many    centuries  after  its  eftablifhment,    without  a  confiitution  ?  Men  muft  furelv  have 
drunk  deeply  of  the  waters  of  Lethe  who  could  entertain  fuch  an  idea,  and  forget  that 
confiitution,  in  virtue  of  which  the  States  themfelves   had  been  aflembled,  and    under 
which  the  nation   had  rifen  almoft  to   the  fummit  of  glory  and  fplendor.      That  it  was 
their  province  and  their  duty,  to  remove  any  corruptions  that  had  crept  into  the  confti- 
tut'on  ;  to  refiore,    in  conjunction  with  the  king,  the  national  eftablifhments  to  their  pri- 
mitive purity  ;   and  even  to  modify,  correct,  extend,  and  improve  thofe  inftitutions   on 
which  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people  efTentially  depended,    we  are  not  difpofed 
to  conteft  ;    but  to  fuppole  that  becaufe  the  finances  were  deranged,  the  ft  ate  was  to  be 
disorganized,  chaos  to  come  again,  and  a  new  creation  to  take  place,  would  be  to  harbour 
a    fuppofition  that  all  rational  men  muft  regard  as  the  offspring  of  infanity  !      Nor  does 
it  afford  lefs  ground  for  aftonifhmcntr  that  fome  of  the  very  perfons  who  thus  talked  of 
forming  a  confiitution,  not  only  acknowledged  the  cxiflence  of  a  confiitution,    in   the  mofl 
cxprefs  terms,  but  feemed  to  confider  its  principles  as  facred  and  inviolable. — M.  Mou- 
nier,  in  making  his  report  from  the  committee  charged  to  regulate  the  mode   of  proceed, 
ing  with  regard  to  the  confiitution,  reminded  the  AfTembly  of  feveral  "fundamental  laws 
"  of  the  monarchy ;"  he  faid  "  Wve  will  not  forget  that  the  French  are  not  a  new  pec 
««  pie,  recently  emerged  from  the  forefts   to  form  an  aflociation,  but  a  "-rent  fociety  of 
•«  twenty-four  millions  of  men,  which  wifhes  to  confirm  the  bonds  that  unite    its  dif- 
«  ferent  parts,  which  wifhes  to  regenerate  the  kingdom,  and  which  will  ever  hold  facred 
•«  the  true  principles  of  the  monarchy13" — The  h£t  is,  that  prompt  definition  and  gradual 
melioration  were  the  fubjec~ts  that  called  for  the  attention  of  the  AfTembly,  and  by  a  finer. 

7*  It  muft,  however,  bz  confeffed,  that,  amidft  a  difptay  of  vanity,  pride,  and  preemption  almoft  unequalled  in 
the  annals  of  nations,  the  French  did  fubmit  to  degradations  at.  which  the  fmalTeft  ftates  would  have  fhuddered  : 
what  could  be  more  degrading  to  them  than  the  tie/fair  they  evinced  oil  the  difmiffion  of  Neckar,  which  was 
tantamount  to  an  acknowledgment  that  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  depended  on  one  man,— and  that  man  a 
fittagner  ? 

H  Expofc  de  la  Conduitede  M.  Mourner,  p.  it. 

O  o  2  adherence 
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adherence  to   thole  points  tii>  y  plight  have  drawn  that  defircable  1  i ire.  which  precludes 
the  encroachments  of  defpotifm,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  anarchy,  on  the  other. 

What  pafTed  in  the  debates  on  the  fubjectof  the  proclamation,  convinced  M.  de  Lally- 
Tolendal  of  "  one  dreadful  truth." — "  I  perceived" — fays  he — "  a  connection  between 
M  the  troubles  without  doors  and  the  internal  movement  of  the  Affembly  ;  1  faw  that 
*'  terror  would  fubdue  thofe  whom  fophiftry  could  not  fubdue;  that,  from  time  to  time, 
11  fomc  grand  combuflions  would  occur  to  renew  the  impreffions  of  terror,  and  that,  by 
"  this  means,  a  very  fmall  number  of  individuals  might  render  the  pure  intentions  of 
*«  the  majority  ufelefs  ;  for  I  muff  fay,  that  it  appeared  to  me,  and  I  do  not  think  I  was 
"  deceived,  that  by  much  the  greater  number  of  the  deputies  were  friends  to  the  public 
"  good;  that  it  was  the  confhnt  object  of  their  puifuit ;  that  they  often  imagined  they  faw 
w  it  where  it  did  notexilt;  that  they  always  experienced  regret  when  prevented,  by  their 
"  fears,  from  promoting  it,  and  promoted  it  whenever  no  perfon  had  an  intcreft  in  pre- 
"  venting  it74." 

We  have  already  obferved  that  Neckar  had  been  recalled  by  letters  from  the  king, 
which  overtook  him  at  Bafil,  he  hawing  quitted  Bruffels,  with  a  view  to  retire  to  his  ef- 
tate  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva;  on  his  way  to  Verfailles  he  had  been  informed  of  the 
murder  of  Foulon  and  Berthier,  as  well  as  of  the  imminent  danger  of  the  baron  de  Be- 
zenval,  commander  of  the  Swifs  troops,  who  had  been  feized,  in  violation  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  fubjeit,  and  the  orders  of  the  king 75,  by  the  militia  of  Villenaux,  and 
threatened  with  inftant  death,  on  account  of  an  intercepted  letter,  in  which  he  had  or- 
dered M.  de  Launay  to  defend  the  Baftille  to  the  laft.  Neckar  immediately  wrote  a 
letter  of  interceflion  from  Nogent  to  the  magiftrates  of  Villenaux,  in  his  favour,  appri- 
zing them  of  the  permiffion  which  the  baron  had  obtained  from  the  king  to  repair  to 
Switzerland,  and  attempting  to  enforce  the  refpc£t  that  was  due  to  the  orders  of  their 
fovereign  ;  but  his  efforts  were  ineffectual,  for  the  magiftrates  had  fent  to  the  permanent 
committee  at  Paris  for  orders,  by  which  they  were  determined  to  be  guided.  At  Ver- 
failles, Neckar  was  received  with  fuch  general  demonftrations  of  exceffive  joy  as  have 
been  compared  to  the  tranfports  of  the  Romans  when  Cicero  was  recalled  from  exile. 

After  he  had  paid  his  refpe£ts  to  the  king  and  the  National  Affembly,  he  repaired  to 
Paris,  and  the  gratifications  of  vanity  were  never  more  amply  difpenfed  to  any  conquer- 
or in  ancient  Rome,  than  they  were,  upon  this  occafion,  to  M.  Neckar.  Thofe  voices 
which  fome  few  days  before  had  found  the  greateft  difficulty  in  pronouncing  Vive  Ic  Roi, 
now  filled  the  air  with  the  univerfal  fliout  of  Vive  M.  Neckar!  He  laudably  endea- 
voured to  convert  this  moment  of  popular  applaufe  and  enthuliafm  to  an  excellent  pur- 

74-  Memoire,  p.  95.  ?s  Idem.  p.  98. 

pofe  ; 
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pofe,    aft**  fuitable    expr,mons  of    gratitude  for  the    honour    conferred   on   him,  he 
expatiated   largely   0:1   thofe  rights    of    humanity    which  every    member  ot    fociety    is 
hound  moft  religioufly  to  obferve,  with  that  animated  eloquence  which  a  knowledge  ot 
his  private  virtues  rendered  doubly  impfieffive ;  he  conjured  the  affembly  of  electors   to 
put  an  end  to  thofe  fanguinary  profcriptions,  at  which  even  juftice  fhudaers,  whofe  vic- 
tims ever  merit  their  fate  ;   and  he  requefted,   in   particular,   the    releafe  of  the  baron 
Bezenval.     He  drew  a  very  faithful  picture  of  all  the  horrors  that  fuch  lawlefs  proceed- 
ings would  infpire,  and  entreated  the  AiTembly  to  exert  every  precaution  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  thefe  calamities,  which  ought,  if  ppfljble,  to  be  consigned  to  etei 
oblivion  ;  he  reprefented,  that  fuch  fanguinary  executions,  without  trial,   without  form, 
without  law,  are  no  lefs  an'outrage  to  juftice  than  to  humanity,  fubvei  five  of  the  public  or- 
der, and  fatal   to  the  national   honour.     Thefe   paffages  of  his  fpeech  were  pronounced 
with  fomuch  feeling  thatthey  proved  irrefiftible ;  every  heart  was  moved,  and  every  eve 
fu  flu  fed  with  tears,  while  the  only  words  that  were  heard  throughout  the  hall  were  thofe 
of  "  Mercy,   mercy   to   the   guilty;  a  general  ammfty  /" — At  this  moment  the  populace 
who  were  waiting  in  the  Place  de  Greve,  where   the  town  houfe  is  fituated,  loudly  de- 
manded M.   Neckar  ;    and  while  he  went  to  a  balcony,  in  order  to  gratify  their  wifhes, 
the  count  de  Clermont  Tonnerre,   who  had  accompanied  him  to  Paris,  propofed  to  the 
AiTembly  to  confirm,  by  a  formal  refolution,   the  vote  of  mercy  and   forgivenefs  which 
lie   had  framed,  this  motion    was  received  and  ratified   with  unanimous  applaufe ;  and, 
on  M.  Neckar's  return  to  the  hall.      The  count  de  Clermont   Tonnerre  read  the  refolu- 
tion, which  affected  him  moft  fenfibly,  and  excited  his  warmed  approbation. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  alTembly  of  electors  difpatched  two  deputies  and 
a  guard  to  Villenaux,  to  conduct  the  baron  cle  Bezenval  to  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland. 
But,  alas  !  fhort  was  the  triumph  of  juftice  and  humanity  1  the  pacific  difpoiition 
evinced  by  the  electors  filled  with  alarm  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  troubles  and  com- 
motions afforded  the  means  of  fubh  (lance  or  elevation.  At  the  approach  of  night  the 
factious  aflembled  in  their  capital — the  Palais- P.oyal ; — in  that  Palais-Royal  (to  verify  the 
prediction  of  Lally-Tolendal  J  where  hiftory  is  obliged  to  fay  that  the  manners  of  the 
people  were  corrupted  ;  the  troops  debauched  ;  the  bodies  of  the  dead  dragged  about,  and 
the  heads  of  the  living  profcribed.  There  they  had  fworn  to  enforce  the  revocation  of 
the  decrees  paffed  at  the  town-houfe,  and  they  began  their  march  for  that  purpofe.  One 
diilrict  alarmed  had  communicated  its  terror  to  feveral  others ;  the  tocfins  were  runf :  the 
troop  encreafed ;  and  the  town-houfe  was  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  a  fiege76. 

Thus  flimulated,    feveral  diflricts  expreffed  their  difapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  morning;  and  intimidated  the  affembly  of  electors,  who,  far  from  daring  to  perfe- 

7<  Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  99: 

vere 
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vcrc  in  a  laudable  meafure,  hafkned  to  fubfcribe  the  following  explanatory  paper,  replete 
with  fulfhood  and  equivocation. 

"  The  Affembly,  at  the  requifition  of  fevcral  diitridts,  explaining,  as  far  as  DecefTary, 
««  the  refolution  taken  this  morning,  in  confequence  of  the  fpeech  and  requeft  of  M. 
**  Neckar,  declare,  thnt,  in  exprefling  a  fentirhent  of  pardon  and  indulgence  towards 
"  their  enemies,  they  did  not  mean  to  include  thofe  who  might  be  accufed  or  convicted 
"  of  high  treafon  againft  the  nation  ;  but,  merely,  that  they  would  henceforward  decide 
"  and  punifh  only  according  to  law;  and,  confequently,  that  they  profcribe,  agreeable 
*'  to  the  tenor  of  the  refolution,  every  a£t  of  violence  and  excefs  that  may  tend  to  dif- 
"  turb  the  public  tranquillity  ;  and  this  refolution  can  bear  no  other  conftrudlion,  bc- 
"  caufethc  Affembly  from  which  it  proceeded,  never  fuppofed,  or  could  fuppofe,  it  had 
u  a  right  to  pardon  77."     This  curious  retractation  was  figned  by  M.  Moreau  de  Saint 

Mery, 

77  It  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  in  this  attempt,  fo  truly  confonant  to  virtue  and  humanity,  M.  Neckar 
fhould  have  fallen  into  two  political  errors  of  fuch  importance,  that  they  ferved  much  to  weaken  the  enthufiafm  of 
his  admirers,  and  to  leflenthe  general  opinion  conceived  of  his  abilities.  The  firft  of  thefe  related  to  the  National 
AiTembly,  and  the  fecoiul  to  the  Parifians.  The  former,  and  by  much  the  greater,  was  his  application  tc  the  city  of 
Paris  for  the  liberty  or  life  of  an  accufed  criminal,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  for  a  general  pardon,  knowing,  that,  as 
the  National  Affembly  now  fupplied  the  places  both  of  the  fovereign  and  parliament,  there  was  no  other  power 
exifting  which  could  lawfully  grant  either.  This  was  accordingly  difpleafing  to  the  AiTembly,  in  a  very  great  de- 
gree. It  was,  indeed,  but  too  true,  that  Paris  was  rapidly  haftening  to  alTume  the  fli2pe  of  an  independent  republic,  and 
making  alarming  ftrides  towards  the  poffefTion  of  abfolute  power ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  true,  that  the  National  AiTembly, 
though  fully  aware  and  apprehenfive  of  the  danger,  yet,  whether  from  want  of  fpirit,  or  from  whatever  other 
caufe,  did  not  venture  to  attempt  confining  that  turbulent  capital  within  due  bounds  of  fubjection  ;  but  they  were 
by  no  means  pleafed  or  fatisfied  that  her  independence  or  power  ihould  be  formally  acknowledged  by  a  minifier 
of  ft  ate. 

The  fecond  error  conffted  in  hisaddrefling  the  electors  of  Paris  as  a  legal  body,  when  their  proper  functions  extend- 
ed no  farther  than  to  the  choice  of  reprefentatives ;  and  the  new  command,  with  which  they  were  entrufted  by  the 
people  on  the  thirteenth,  proceeded  merely  from  the  non-exiftence  of  any  other  body  of  men  in  whom  they  could 
repofe  confidence;  but  that  .refractory  populace,  who  abhorred  every  degree  of  fubordi  nation,  were  already  hearti- 
ly tired  of  the  government  exercifed  by  the  electors,  and  were  extremely  diflatisfied  with,  and  entertained  great 
jealoufy  of  them,  on  the  very  grounds  of  M.  Neckar's  fpeech  ;  fo  that  when  he,  probably  thought,  that  he  was 
highly  flattering  and  pleafmg  the  people  by  the  compliments  he  paid,  and  the  powers  he  afcribed  to  their  council  at 
the  town-houfe,  his  eloquent  harangue  was  producing  a  directly  contrary  effect.  The  people  confidered  the  con- 
duct of  the  council  as  a  flagrant  invafion  of  their  right?,  as  an  undue  reftriftion  on  their  favourite  exercife  of  ad- 
nriniftering  fummary  jnftice;  and  being  now  farther  irritated  by  this  direct  and  public  appeal, — the  confluences 
of  which  were  greatly  magnified  by  the  aits  of  the  factious — to  an  authority  that  was  become  highly  odious,  they 
grew  outrageous. 

The  committee  of  electors,  perceiving  that  their  popularity  was  gone,  and  that  they  were  expofed  To  the  danger 
of-beir.g  treated  as  ufurpers,  prudently  refigned  their  feats:  the  government  of  the  tumultuous  capital  was  then 

placed  in  a  body  that  was  called   the  representative  body  of  the  commons  of  Paris,  with  the   mayor,   M.  Bailly, 
at  its  head. 
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Mery,  the  celebrated  Parifian  orator,  and  by  M.  Vigne,  prefident  of  the  general  aflembiy 
of  the  electors  of  the  city  of  Paris. 

On  the  following  day,  thefe  proceedings  were  taken  into  confederation  by  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  when  fevcral  members  fufFered  their  zeal  fo  far  to  tranfport  them  be» 
yond  the  bounds  of  juftice,  as  to  infill  that  every  man  fufpcclcd  of  harbouring  bad  in- 
tentions towards  the  nation  ihould  receive  exemplary  punifhment  ;  by  which  means  a 
more  intolerable  fpecies  of  defpotifm  than  even  that  which  had  prevailed  in  the  reign  of 
the  fifteenth  Lewis  would  have  been  eftablifhed.  But  the  convcrfation  on  this  fubject; 
being  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  fome  deputies  from  Paris,  the  object  of  whofe  million 
was,  partly  to  complain  of  the  attempt  to  procure  an  amnefty,  and  partly  to  warn  the 
Aflembly  againft  adopting  or  giving  a  fanction  to  fuch  a  meafure,  a  regular  debate  enfued, 
in  which  the  fame  influence  prevailed  that  had  fvvayed  the  electors  at  Paris. 

The  count  de  Clermont-Tonnerre  courageoufly,  but  ineffectually,  inveighed  againft 
the  manoeuvres  employed  to  excite  the  people  to  revolt,  and  to  infpire  them  with  a  dif- 
gufting  ferocioufnefs  78.  M.  Mounier  defended,  with  great  energy  and  eloquence,  the 
principles  of  perfonal  freedom,  without  which,  he  juftly  obferved,  political  liberty  was 
but  an  abfurd  and  dangerous  chimera.  He  afked,  who  was  the  accufer  of  M.  de  Be- 
zenval;  what  was  the  charge  preferred  againft  him;  and  in  virtue  of  what  order  the 
militia  of  Villeneaux  had  ventured  to  arreft  an  officer  of  the  king's  troops?  He  main- 
tained, that  no  man  could  be  imprifoned  but  by  virtue  of  the  law  ;  that  the  law  did  not 
permit  the  imprifonment  of  any  man,  without  a  regular  accufation  and  a  legal  charge, 
unlefsthe  culprit  were  taken  in  the  fact,  or  apprehended  in  confequence  of  a  hue  and  cry 
— clameur  publique — that  is  to  fay,  immediately  after  the  fact  was  committed,  and  when 
purfued  by  perfons  who  had  witnefled  its  commiflion.  He  obferved  that  this  was  the 
only  fenfe  in  which  the  words  clameur  publique  could  be  underftood  ;  that  it  only  became 
fubordinate  tyrants  to  give  them  a  different  interpretation,  and  that,  if  a  popular  report, 
a  Ample  iufpicion,  was  to  be  called  a  clameur  publique,  no  individual  could  be  fure  of  his 
liberty. — Congenial  as  thefe  fentiments  indifputably  were  to  the  true  fpirit  of  rational' 
freedom,  and  incontrovertible  as  were  the  arguments  by  which  they  were  enforced  and  fup- 

In  the  debates  in  the   National  AiTembly,   on  the  fubjecT:  of  the  proclamation  propofed  by  M.  Lailv,  W 
and  feveral  other  members  broached  the  dangerous  doanne,  that  the  capital  (hould,  in  conjunaion  with  the  Alfem- 
bly,  organize  its  own  municipal  government,  initead  of  receiving,  with  obedience,  the  law  that  fhould  be  given  \l) 
on  that  fubjea,  by  the  legislative  body.     If  every  man  in  the  kingdom  had  claimed  a  fimilar  privilege,  what  mult 
have  become  of  the  unity  of  tie  phtical  body,  which  M.  Mirabeau  himfelf  fo  ftrorigly  recommended  ? 

Is  He  particularly  reprobated  the  fhameful  praaice  of  pubiickly  exposing  to  fale,  at  all  the  gates  of  the  Pabr- 
Royal,  the  moft  fcandalous  and  libellous  prints.  There  was  one  print,  in  particular,  he  noticed,  entitled,  The  C...  - 
culato,,  in  which  a  man  was  reprefented,  forming  an  arithmetical  rule,  with  four  bloody  heads  lying  before  him  on 
his  bureau,  and  a  paper  on  which  was  written—  aa  of  twexty-fqur  f*y /he,  attdmmtetn  vtiH  imain^UitaOiK  it 
Lally-Tolendal,  p.  204. 

ported, 
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ported,  the  orator  was,  nevertheless,  interrupted,  in  the  middle  of  his  fpeech,  by  the 
hifles  of  the  democratic  party,  fie  replied,  however,  with  manly  firmnefs — "  I  do  not 
lire  applaufc  ;  I  do  not  fear  cenfure;  nor  do  I  feck  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  city 
'•  of  Paris'*."  His  opponents  jufVified  their  conduit  in  interrupting  him  by  obferving 
that  he  had  uttered  nothing  but  common- -place  remarks*0  !!! 

Tins  curious  juftification  called  up  M.  de  Lally,  who  remarked  that  whenever  a 
member  of  the  AfTembly  yielded  to  an  impulfe  of  humanity,  and  deplored  the  public 
calamities  with  a  degree  of  icnfibility,  that  would  fcarcely,  he  conceived,  be  deemed  in- 
coniiftent  with  the  character  of  a  legislator,  he  was  drily  recalled  to  the  rigour  of  prin- 
ciples ;  and  that  when  the  moft  rigorous  principles  were  invoked  in  favour  ot  liberty,  of 
pcrfonal  freedom,  they  were  rejected  in  their  turn,  and  ftigmatized  as  common-place  re- 
ks.  JJ  Lit  all  the  efforts  of  the  moderate  party  proved  ineffectual;  and,  after  a  warm 
debate,  it  was  refolved,  that,  the  National  AfTembly,  having  heard  the  reports  of  the  de- 
puties of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons  of  Paris,  declared  its  approbation  of  the 
explanation  given  by  the  electors  of  Paris  to  their  refolution  of  the  thirteenth  of  July. 
(Thus  did  they  condefcend  to  fandhon  the  bafe  retractation  of  a  commendable  act,  a  re- 
tractation, too,  founded  on  falfhood  !)  They  refolved,  alfo,  that  if  a  generous  and  hu- 
mane people  (the  Parifians  had,  furely,  by  this  time,  forfeited  every  juft  claim  to  fuch  flat- 
tering epithets)  vvifhed  for  ever  to  prohibit  all  profcriptions,  (they  never  expreffed  fuch  a 
wifh  !)  it  became  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  totry  and  punifh  thofe  who  were  accufed 
and  convicted  of  having  made  any  attempt  againft  the  fafety,  liberty,  and  tranquillity  of 
the  public; — (it  became  them  to  act  with  propriety  and  juftice,  to  regulate  trials  and 
convictions  by  the  laws  which  exifted  at  the  time  when  the  crime  was  committed,  and 
not  to  infl;6t  arbitrary  punifhments,  warranted  only  by  ex  pojl  faiio  laws;  moreover,  if 
it  became  them  to  flight  the  dictates  of  mercy,  and  to  punifh  thofe  who  made  any  at- 
tempt againft  the  liberty  and  tranquillity  of  the  fubjedt,  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  fhould 
molt  certainly  have  been  the  nrft  objedts  of  punifhment  !) — That,  conlequently,  the 
National  AfTembly  perfiffed  in  its  former  regulations  refpedting  the  refponfibility  of  mi- 
nifters  and  thofe  entrufled  with  the  executive  power,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a  tribunal 
to  decide  on,  and  a  committee  to  receive,  informations,  initrudtions,  and  intelligence. 
They  concluded  their  refolutions  with  an  order,  that  Bezenval  fhotrld  be  kept  underafafe 
guard  at  Brie-Comte  Robert,  the  town  where  he  was  then  confined.  This  laft  was  to 
him  the  moil  fortunate  claufe  that  could  poffibly  be  deviled  ;  for  the  writers,  on  both 
fides,  acknowledge  or  declare,   that  no  human  power  could  have  prevented  another  pub- 

79  E::pofe  de  laConduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p. a;,  28. 

t0  If  all  the  members  had  bee:i  debarred  the  utterance  of  cod  .   the  number  of  orators   would 

have  experienced  a  diminutti  n  1  >  considerable,  th  mbly  mult  have  rather  refembled  a  meeting  of  Quakers, 

than  a  convention  of  Frenchmen. 

lie 
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lie  murder  if  he  had  been  brought  to  Paris.  This  opinion  was,  indeed,  fully  confirmed 
by  the  following  fact,  that  thirty  thoufand  frantic  Parifians  waited  for  him  a  whole  day 
at  the  Place  de  Greve,  and  had,  with  favage  pleafure,  all  the  infirumenfs  of  infult  and. 
death  prepared  for  his  reception81. 

About  the  fame  time,  M.  de  Clermont  Tonnerre  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Affeir.- 
bly  for  one  of  his  uncles,  whofe  life,  among  many  others,  had  been  threatened  by  the 
mob.  The  Affembly  was  on  the  point  of  granting  his  requeft,  when  the  vifcount  de 
Noailles  objected  to  any  exception  being  made  in  favour  of  an  individual ;  and  his  ob- 
jection was  fupported  by  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  who  juftly  obferved,  that,  inftead  of 
confining  their  intention  to  the  prefervation  of  a  fingle  perfon,  it  was  high  time  they 
mould  make  a  general  law  for  the  effectual  protection  of  all  citizens  againft  attempts 
that  were  daily  multiplying;  that  the  Affembly  would  fhudder,  were  he  to  read  the 
heap  of  letters  he  held  in  his  hand,  which  he  had  recently  received  from  Franche-Comte, 
Burgundy,  Champagne,  and  Alface,  and  which  he  would  deliver  to  their  committee;, 
and  that  he  would  never  ceafe  to  infifi  on  the  eftablifhment  of  a  public  force  for  thepre- 
vention  or  fuppreffion  of  fimilar  outrages,  until  his  demand  mould  be  complied  with. 
This  manly  conduct  excited  a  violent  clamour  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  houfe  whence  the 
hiffes  proceeded  during  the  fpeech  of  M.  Mounier;  and  the  debate,  on  a  fubject  thus  fe~- 
rious,  was,  by  the  fame  party  converted  into  ridicule82. 

Pp 

81  The  baron  de  Bezenral  was  afterwards  profecuted  at  the  fuit  of  the  Procureur-Syndic  of  the  capital,  in  direct 
violation  of  a  decree  of  the  National  Affembly,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  pioficution  of  all  crimes  of  lawmition 
appertained  to  the  re  preventatives  of  the  nation.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Procureur-Syndic  to  denounce  the  culprit  to  the 
Affembly,  and  that  of  the  Affembly  toprofecute  him,  if  the  accufation  proved  to  be  juft. 

81  M.  de  Lally,  in  his  account  of  this  debate  (Memofre,  p.  104,  note)  tells  us,  that  M.  de  Mirabeau  reproached 
him,  at  the  time,  with  having  denounced  a  few  untoward  circumftances  (Contrarieties)  of  a  private  nature  as  horri- 
ble calamities,  and  a  few  precautions  fuggefted  by  miftruft  as  acts  of  ferocity.  But  he  afks,  whether  the  devasta- 
tions, conflagrations,  and  murders  which  had  defolated  almoft  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  whether  fix  arid-thirty 
country-feats,  of  which  he  had  the  lift  in  his  pocket,  either  burned,  demoliflied,  or  plundered,  in  a  fmgle  province, 
could  be  called  private  calamities  ?  and  as  to  the  precautions  of  miftruft,  he  cites  a  few  of  the  ails  to  which  that  appel- 
lation had  been  applied  ;  among  others,  he  mentions  a  M.  de  Barras,  of  Languedoc,  cut  into  pieces,  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife,  who  was  on  the  point  of  lying-in,  and  who  died  in  confequence  of  the  fhock  occafioned  by  the  horrid 
fight;  at  Mons,  M.  de  Monteffon,  fhot,  after  feeing  his  father-in-law  maffaered  before  his  face ;  in  Normandy,  a 
man  afflicted  with  the  palfy  thrown  into  a  fire,  whence  he  efcaped  with  the  lofs  of  his  hands;  a  gentleman's  ftew- 
ard,  whofe  feet  were  burned  off  to  make  him  deliver  up  his  mafter's  title-deeds  ;  and  M.  de  Rebzume,  who,  after 
he  had,  with  more  generofity  than  prudence,  refigncd  himfelf  up  to  the  populace,  they  were  fo  eager  to  affafiinate, 
that  they  fired  at  him  from  different  places  at  the  fame  time,  and,  by  that  means,  deftroyed  fome  of  their  own 
party ;  in  Franche-Comte,  madame  de  Battilly  forced,  in  order  to  fave  her  life,  the  fata!  axe  being  holden  over  hei' 
head,  to  give  up  not  only  her  title  deeds,  but  her  eftate  alfo ;  madame  de  Liftenay  compelled  to  make  a  fimiiar  facri- 
ficc,  while  a  pitch-fork  was  holden  to  her  neck,  and  her  daughter  lay,  in  a  fwooi>,  at  her  feet;  the  marquis  d'Or- 
lnenau,  a  refpeclable  old  nobleman,  expelled  from  his  houfe  in  the  night,  though  afflicted  with  the  palfy  and  pur- 
sued from  town  to  town,  tiU  he  arrived  at  Bafil.in  a  dying-ftate,  accompanied  by  his  daughters  driven  to  defpair  ; 

the 
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At  this  conjuuc"Uue,  too,  a  very  warm  debate  was  occafioned  by  the  felzureof  fome 
letters,  on  the  pcrion  of  the  baron  de  Caftelnau,  the  French  refident  at  Geneva,  among 
which,  was  one  from  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  the  Englifli  ambaffador  at  Verfailles,  to  the 
count  d'Artois;  which,  as  the  prefident  of  the  affembly  had  returned  the  packet  to  the 
mayor  and  permanent  committee  of  Paris,  without  reading  it,  gaverife  to  various  reports 
not  very  favourable  to  England.  When  this  matter  was  taken  into  confideration,  very 
different  opinions  were  entertained  as  to  the  moft  proper  mode  of  proceeding.  Many  of 
the  membeisexpatiated  on  the  flagrant  inconfiflency  of  violating  epiftolary  correfpondence  at 
amoment  when  the  repiefentatives  of  the  nation  wereexprcfslyiuftrufted  by  their  confti- 
tuents  to  provide  a  remedy  for  that  abufe  in  future.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  debates  a  letter 
was  received  by  the  prefident,  from  the  baron  de  Caftelnau,  informing  him,  that  as  foon 


rhe  count  de  Montcfu  and  his  wife,  who  after  a  piftol  had  been  ho'.Jen  to  their  breafts  for  three  hours,  during 
which  time  they  afked  for  death  as  a  favour,  were  dragged  from  their  carriage  and  thrown  into  a  pond,  where  they 
muft  have  perilhed  but  for  the  afiiitance  afforded  them  by  a  regiment  that  happened  to  march  that  way ;  the  baron 
dc  Montjeftin,  fufpended  in  a  well  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  while  the  mob  were  deliberating  whether  they  fhould 
let  him  fall  into  the  water,  or  put  him  to  death  in  fome  other  way;  and  the  chevalier  d'Ambli,  feized  at  his  coun- 
try-feat, dragged  naked  through  the  village,  and  burned  on  a  dunghill,  after  having  had  his  eyebrows  and  hair 
plucked  out,  while  the  mob,  like  a  horde  of  lavages,  danced  around  him  ! 

After  alluding  to  feveral  other  fafts,  of  a  fimilar  nature — "  There" — fays  M.  de  Lally — "  is  an  abridged  lift  of 
"  thofe  precaution  of  mijlrujl  which  I  have  caluminated  by  calling  them  a&s  of  atrocity  '  and  whence  proceeded  this 
"  mijhuft?  -who  has  excited  the  people  of  the  country  and  the  towns  to  revolt  ?  Who  wrote  to  Vefoul  to  fay  that  the 
"  nobles  of  the  affembly  intended  to  blow  up  the  hall  at  a  time  when  none  but  the  members  of  the  Third  Eftate 
"  fhould  be  prefent;  Who  perfuaded  the  peafants  of  Frar.che-Comte  that  the  nobles  were  againft  the  king  ?  Who 
"  forged  orders  from  the  king  to  attack  the  nobles  and  deftroy  their  poffefiions  ?  Why  was  that  infernal  fable, 
"  which  at  firft  infpired  all  the  horror  againft  de  Mefmay  that  it  was  calculated  to  produce,  cjnfigned  to  oblivion 
"  the  moment  it  was  perceived  that  horror  muft  be  turned  againft  his  calumniators*?  And  fhall  the  indignation  I 
"  experience  at  thefe  crimes,  and  the  impunity  with  which  they  are  futfered  to  pafs,  be  considered,  alternately,  as 
"  weaknefs  of  difpofition,  and  as  coolnefs  in  the  caufe  of  liberty?  Ah  !  I  feel  myfelf  influenced  by  the  example  o£ 
"  the  modern  Americans,  or  of  the  Dutch  of  former  times,  when  I  fee  them  fhedding  ftreams  of  blood  in  fighting 
"  for  that  liberty.     But  thefts  juftified  by  fophiftry !     Conflagrations  excited  by  Forgers !    Afiafiinations  urged  by 

"  Rhetoricians  !  At  a  time,  too,  when  there  was  no  refiftance — when  the  nobles  confented  to  every  thing  ; when  a 

«'  part  of  them  had  devoted  themfelves  to  the  popular  caufe ;  when  they  had  all  renounced  their  privileges  !— 
"  Such  circumftances  muft  appal  the  ftouteft  heart,  if  it  had  not  abjured  every  fentiment  of  morality  and 
*'  humanity  ! 


*  The  object  of  this  calumny  was  to  fix  upon  M.  de  Mefmay,  lord  of  Quercy,  and  one  of  thejudges  of  the 
parliament  of  Befancon,  the  guilt  of  having  invited  a  number  of  perfons  to  a  feaft  at  his  country-feat,  under 
the  pretext  of  celebrating  the  union  of  the  Three  Orders,  and,  in  fact,  with  a  view  to  blow  them  up  by 
means  of  a  mine.  It  was,  probably,  invented,  for  the  purpofe  of  palliating,  or  rather  justifying,  the  conduct 
of  the  populace,  who  reduced  the  houfe  of  M.  de  Mefmay  to  afhes,  and  committed  every  kind  of  excefs. 

This  infernal  fable — as  M.  de  Lally,  very  properly,  terms  it — is  related  by  the  "  Deux  Amis  de  la  Libcrte" 
AS  an  hijhriealfail.     See  torn.  ii.  p.  15O. 
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as  he  knew  the  letters  found  on  him,  had  been  laid  before  the  prefident,  he  had  written 
to  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  entreating  him  to  requeft  they  might  be  opened.  The  baron  ad- 
ded, that,  on  receiving  the  minifter's  orders  for  his  return  to  Geneva,  he  afked  for  a  de- 
lay of  twelve  days,  with  the  view  of  pafling  through  Hainault,  to  pay  hisrefpecls  to  the 
count  d'Artois,  to  whofe  perfon  he  was  attached  by  his  office — he  had  a  place  in  the 
count's  houfhold — as  well  as  the  ties  of  gratitude  ;  and  he  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
the  letters  contained  nothing  but  compliments  on  the  part  of  theduke  of  Dorfet,  and  con- 
gratulations on  the  count's  fafety.  The  prefident  added,  that  he,  himfelf,  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  requefting  an  interview,  which  he  had  thought  proper 
to  decline.  This  fingular  debate  was,  at  length,  terminated  by  the  count  de  Clermont 
Tonnerre,  whoaffured  the  aflembly,  that  he  had  read  the  letter  in  queftion,  at  the  town- 
houfe  in  Paris,  and  that  it  did  not  contain  one  fyllable  capable  of  being  conftrued  as  in- 
jurious to  the  national  intereft. 

But  though  this  declaration  was  fufficient  to  convince  the  aflembly  of  the  futility  of 
their  fufpicions,  it  did  not  produce  the  fame  effects  on  the  Parifians,  the  refult  of  whofe  me- 
ditations and  difcuffions  was  a  fagacious  difcovery,  that  England  had  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  the  ariftocratic  party,  and  that  the  duke  of  Dorfet  and  the  count  d'Artois  were  to 
negociate  between  them. 

This  idea  being  once  adopted,  a  thoufand  circumftances  were  fpeedily  produced  to  fanc- 
tion  and  confirm  it.  A  pamphlet,  falfly  afcribed  to  an  Englifh  nobleman — by  M.  de  Saint 
Mery,  who  had  found  fuch  an  imputation  neceflary  for  the  embellifhment  of  one  of  his 
patriotic  harangues,  had  been  recently  publifhed  in  order  to  prove  that  the  claims  of  the 
people  were  in  many  inftances  unreasonable  ; — a  proof  not  very  difficult  to  eftablifh,  this 
was  deemed  amply  fufficient  to  fhew  that  the  fentiments  of  the  Englifh  nation  were  hoftile 
to  the  popular  caufe  ;  and  every  poffible  doubt  on  the  fubject  was  removed  when  they 
heard  of  the  equipment  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  then  fitting  out  at  Portfmouth,  for  the  purpofe 
of  obfervation.  It  was  pofitively  aflerted,  the  ariflocratic  party  had  agreed  to  deliver  the 
port  of  Breft  to  the  Englifh;  in  return  for  which,  England  was  to  affift  them  in  difolv- 
ing  the  National  Aflembly. 

The  duke  of  Dorfet  foon  found  an  evident  alteration  in  the  conduit  of  the  Parifians 
towards  him,  and,  when  he  was  informed  of  the  caufe,  he  deemed  it  requifite  to  write  to 
the  count  de  Montmorin,  one  of  the  minifters,  in  order  to  contradict  a  report  which  he 
juftly  confulered  as  injurious  to  his  honour;  and  as  he  was  debarred  from  any  direct  com- 
munication with  the  National  Aflembly,  he  requefted  the  count  would  take  upon 
himfelf  to  communicate  to  them  the  fubftanceof  his  letter.  This  requeft  wasaccording- 
ly  complied  with  ;  and  in  his  letter  the  duke  fet  forth,  that  he  had  heard  reports  from 
divers  quarters,  inlinuating,  that  the  court  of  England  had  affifted  in  fomenting  the 
troubles  which  had  affii&ed  the  capital  for  fome  time  paft;  that  fhe  had  taken  advantage  " 
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of  the  prefent  opportunity  to  take  up  arms  againft  France;  and  that  even  a  fleet  was  on 
the  wait  to  co-operate  with  the  difcontented  party  ;  that  though  fuch  rumours  were  to- 
tally deftitute  of  truth  ;  he  underftood  they  had  reached  the  National  Aflembly  ;  and  the 
Courier  National,  in  its  account  of  the  fittings  of  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  of 
the  month,  had  left  fufpicions,  which  were  the  more  painful  to  him,  as  the  count  de  Mont- 
Hiorin  well  knew  how  little  the  conduct  of  the  Englifh  court  had  deferved  them. 

He  reminded  the  count  of  feveral  converfations  which  had  pafled  between  them  2t  the 
beginning  of  June  ;  of  the  horrid  plot  which  had  been  propofed  relative  to  the  port  of 
Breft  ;  the  anxiety  which  he  evinced  to  put  the  king  and  his  minifters  on  their  guard; 
the  anfwer  of  his  court  fo  truly  correfpondent  with  his  own  fentiments,  and  fo  exprcfilve 
of  horror  at  the  bafe  propofal  which  had  been  made. 

His  grace  farther  obferved,  that  the  court  of  England  was  earneftly  bent  on  preferving 
the  perfect  harmony  which  fubfified  between  the  two  nations ;  and  in  order  to  remove  any 
fufpicions  of  a  contrary  tendency,  he  entreated  the  count  to  fubmit  his  letter  without  de- 
lay to  the  prefident  of  the  National  Aflembly.  He  dwelt  on  the  neceflity  of  juflifying 
his  own  conduit  and  that  of  his  court,  and  if  doing  his  utmoft  to  deflroy  the  effect  of  the 
jnfidious  infinuations,  which  had  been  fo  induftrioufly  propagated.  He  remarked,  that  it 
was  of  infinite  importance  to  him,  that  the  National  Aflembly  fhould  know  his  fentiments, 
that  they  fhould  do  juftice  to  thofe  of  his  nation,  and  to  tlie.  conduit  which  fhe  had 
invariably  obferved  towards  France,  fince  he  had  enjoyed  the  honour  of  being  her 
organ. 

The  duke  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  was  the  more  defirous  that  the  contents  of  his 
letter  fhould  be  communicated  without  a  moment's  lofs,  as  he  not  only  owed  this  explana- 
tion to  his  perfonal  character,  but  to  his  country,  and  to  the  Englifh  refident  at  Paris, 
that  they  might  be  protected  from  the  confequences  of  miirenrefentation. 

This  letter  having  been  read  to  the  aflembly,  the  prefidentwrote  to  the  count  de  Mont- 
morin,  defiring  him  to  inform  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  that  the  National  Aflembly  had  ex- 
prefled  the  greateft  fatisfaction  at  his  conduct,  and  returned  him  thanks  for  the  anxiety  he 
evinced,  in  the  quality  of  ambaflador,  to  have  his  own  fentiments,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
his  nation,  communicated  to  them. 

Some  few  days  after  this  explanation  took  place,  the  duke  of  Dorfet  fent  a  fecond  let- 
ter to  the  count  de  Montmorin,  to  inform  that  minifter  that  he  had  juft  received  from  his 
court,  an  exprefs  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  a  fpecial  authority  to  exprefs,  in  the 
moll  pofitive  terms,  the  ardent  defire  of  his  Britannic  majefly.  and  the  Britifh  miniflry, 
to  cultivate  and  encourage  the  friendship  and  harmony,  which  fo  happily  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  two  nations;  that  the  communication  of  thefe  aflurances  afforded  him  the  great- 
er pleafure  from  the  confederation  that  the  efrablifliment  of  a  permanent  friendship  between 

the 
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the  two  powers,  would  be  attended  with  the  moll  fignal  advantages  to  both,  and  their 
co-operation  contribute,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  in  Europe : 
this  letter  was  ordered,  by  the  National  Aflembly,  to  be  printed  and  publifhed,  that  every 
remaining  prejudice  againft  the  Englifh  might  be  removed  from  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But  though  the  aflembly  had  thus  amicably  terminated  this  delicate  tranfa&ion,  it  was 
attended  with  ferious  confequences  in  the  province  of  Brittany.  The  plot,  mentioned  in 
the  duke  of  Dorfet's  letter  againft  the  port  of  Breft,  was,  by  the  Bretons,  immediately 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  nobility  ;  and  the  enemies  of  fome  of  that  body,  who  had  fhewn 
themfelves  averfe  from  the  revolution,  induftrioufly  reprefented  them  to  the  people  as  the 
criminals.  Several  of  them  were  accordingly  arretted  and  committed  toprifon;  when  the 
nobility  of  the  province  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  the  National  aflembly,  and  entreated 
that  the  duke  of  Dorfet  might  be  requefted  to  give  more  precife  documents,  that  the  cri- 
minality fhould  no  longer  be  extended  to  all  the  ancient  families  of  a  refpe£table  quarter 
of  the  kingdom,  but  might  attach  to  thofe  only  who  were  really  concerned.  The  in- 
veftigation  of  the  fact  was  referred  to  the  executive  power,  but  the  Aflembly  at  the  fame 
time  exprefled  their  conviction,  that  the  evidence  was  fo  vague  and  indirect,  that  the 
gentlemen  ought  to  be  liberated. 

The  month  of  Auguft  was  the  period  deftined  by  the  National  Aflembly  for  the  com- 
mencement of  thofe  important  labours  which  they  reprefented  as  the  grand  object  for 
which  they  had  been  convened.  But  before  we  enter  into  a  detail  of  their  proceedings 
on  points  of  fuch  infinite  magnitude,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  a  view  of  the  real  ftate 
of  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  of  the  capital,  at  this  crifis,  which  had  evidently  no 
fmall  influence  on  the  conduct  of  the  members. 

In  the  courfe  of  little  more  than  three  weeks,  that  vaft  and  turbulent  metropolis, 
which  was  deftined  to  give  the  law  to  a  whole  empire,  had  undergone  no  lefs  than  three 
revolutions  in  its  own  conftitution  of  government.  Having,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
thrown  ofF  all  eftablifhed  authority,  whether  derived  from  the  fovereign,  or  from  its  own 
uvuniciral  inftitutions,  the  capital  feemed  expofed  a  prey  to  every  fpecies  of  diforder, 
violence,  and  of  the  moft  unbounded  anarchy.  In  this  alarming  and  dangerous  ftate,  it 
happened  moft  fortunately  for  that  citv,  and,  probably,  faved  it  from  continual  fcenes  of 
plunder  and  maflacre,  that  the  better  clafs  of  citizens  perceived  within  their  reach  the 
means  of  eftablifhing,  at  leaft,  a  temporary  authority,  which  might  tend  to  preferve  or- 
der, and  to  afford  fecurity.  The  body  of  conitituent  electors,  who  returned  the  depu- 
ties from  Paris  to  the  States,  were,  of  courfe,  compofed  of  the  principal  citizens  in  their 
refpe<5tivc  diftricts  ;  they  amounted  to  about  tliree  hundred,  and,  fortunately  for  the  ca- 
pital, poiTcfled,  in  a  high  degree,  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the  people.  On 
thefe  the  molt  opulent  and  refpectable  part  of  the  citizens  immediately  caft  their  eyes,  as 

Qjl  capable 
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capable  of  forming  a  central,  effeaive,  and  what,  with  any  other  people  to  manage, 
might  well  have  proved  a  permanent  body  of  magiftracy  ;  for  the  ele&ors  were,  in  fa£t, 
in  their  fevcral  diftrifts,  the  direft  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  being  immediately  elect- 
ed by  them,  which  the  deputies  at  Verfailles  were  not,  they  being  created  by  the  three 
hundred,  and  having  a  very  remote  conneaion  with  the  people  at  large,  to  whom  they 
were  but  little  known,  and  to  whom  they  were  not  bound  by  any  obligation.  It  was, 
however,  fortunate,  that  thefe  confiderations  operated  powerfully  upon  the  bulk  of  the 
people  in  the  firft  inftance,  by  which  means  the  government  of  the  capital  was  for  fome 
days  carried  on  fmoothly  enough,  and  the  authority  of  the  new  magiftracy  would  have 
fcemed  complete,  if  it  had  not  been  for  thofe  occafions  of  murder  and  maflacre  whicli 
called  forth  the  ferocity  of  the  rabble,  when  all  laws,  government,  authority,  and  refpea 
to  perlbns,  were  trampled  under  foot. 

The  eleaors  were  too  fenfible  of  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  and  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  difpofition  of  the  people  for  whom  they  were  to  aa,  to  be  at  all  folicitous 
for  the  pre-eminence  to  which  they  were  called,  and  which  was  attended  with  none  of 
thofe  faucets  of  office  which"  could  operate  as  a  compenfation  for  the  dangers  of  ufurpa- 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  attheearneft  folicitation  and  repeated  entreaties  of  the  beft 
part  of  their  fellow-citizens,  that  they  ventured  upon  the  arduous  talk  of  governing  the 
capital.  Their  condua  was  fuch,  during  the  fhort  continuance  of  their  power,  as  to 
gain  the  approbation  of  all  the  fober  part  of  the  citizens  ;  and,,  for  a  few  days,  the  ap- 
plaufe  which  they  received  even  from  the  rabble  was  boundlefs,  and  the  merit  and  impor- 
tance of  their  fervices  were  univerfally  acknowledged. 

Eut  the  natural  levity  and  inconftftency  of  the  Parifians,  their  grofs  ignorance,  their 
mortal  abhorrence  of  fubordination,  and,  above  all,  that  horrid  fufpicioufnefs  of  temper, 
which  induces  them  to  imagine  treachery  or  villainy  in  aaions  the  moft  indifferent,  the 
moil  innocent,  or  the  moft  laudable,  rendered  it  impoflible  for  any  man,  or  let  of  men, 
long  to  preferve  their  favour,  or  to  condua  their  bufinefs  in  any  manner  which  could 
afford  fatisfaaion,  and  which  would  not  even  in  the  conclufion  be  attended  with  immi- 
nent danger.  It  has  been  feen  what  a  narrow  efcape  the  eleaors  had  from  the  fuf- 
picious  rage  of  the  multitude,  when,  coinciding  with  the  humane  views  of  Neckar,  and 
wifhing  to  heal  the  bleeding  wounds  of  their  country  by  a  general  amnefty,  the  rabble 
conceived  thefe  aas  of  wifdom  and  virtue  to  be  fo  flagrant  an  invafton  of  their  new  fo- 
vereignty,  and,  like  other  defpots,  not  enduring  any  partners  in  power,  that  they  were  on 
the  point  of  making  them  feel  the  effbas  of  their  refentment.  Indeed,  it  feemed  clear, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  confeioufnefs  of  their  danger,  and  the  confequent  and  imme- 
diate dcreliaion  of  their  feats  and  authority,  was  likely  to  preferve  the  perfons  of  the 
eledtors  from  the  fummary  execution  of  the  lanlhorn,  or  their  houfes  and  property  from 
d'.ilmcVion. 
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It  feemed,  however,  as  if  the  body  of  the  electors  had  either  fome  previous  notice 
that  the  tide  was  beginning  to  turn,  or  that  they  had  fo  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  tem- 
per and  difpofition  of  their  new  mafters,  that  they  forefaw,  to  a  degree  of  certainty, 
the  event  which  was  to  take  place;  for,  fome  days  before  this  final  iflue,  while  they 
were  yet  loaded  with  praife,  and  that  all  appeared  to  acknowledge  the  importance  of 
their  fervices,  they  called  a  meeting  of  the  feveral  diftricts,  and  fubmitted  to  them  a 
propofition-<- which  was  accepted — to  elect  one  hundred  and  twenty  deputies,  who  fhould 
conftitute  a  temporary  adminiftration,  and  who  might,  in  the  mean  time,  form  a  fcheme 
for  a  future  permanent  municipal  government.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  judicious 
or  more  fortunate  than  this  meafure.  When  the  day  of  evil  and  danger  arrived,  the  new 
adminiftration  filled  up  the  chafm  which  their  fudden  refignations  would  have  occafion- 
ed,  and,  by  obviating  the  confufion  which  mull;  otherwife  have  taken  place,  afforded  the 
electors  an  opportunity  to  retire  with  the  lefs  notice  or  obfervation,  and  to  feek  for 
fhelter  or  oblivion  in  the  mafs  of  the  people.  But  neither  their  prudence,  caution,  nor 
the  timely  and  fignal  proof  they  had  given  of  their  difintereftednefs,  were  fufficient  to 
preferve  them  from  the  moft  virulent  invective  and  abufe,  nor  from  the  dangerous  charge 
of  ambitious  defigns,  directed  to  the  prolongation  and  increafe  of  their  power. 

Among  the  novelties  which  the  late  election  of  deputies  to  the  States  had  introduced, 
one  of  the  moft  efTential,  and  which  was,  indeed,  productive  of  confequences,  that  were, 
at  the  time,  little  thought  of,  was  the  new  divifion  of  Paris  into  fixty  diftricts ; — a  mea- 
fure which  prefented  an  outline  of  form  and  order  that  could  not  be  overlooked,  and  that 
was  turned  to  great  account  in  the  fucceeding  convulfions.  In  each  of  thefe  diftricls, 
general  aflemblies  were  holden,  at  which  every  inhabitant  was  permitted  to  fpeak  and 
vote  ;  and  each  formed  permanent  committees  of  police  and  adminiftration.  Thefe  af- 
femblies  framed  refolutions,  which  had  the  force  and  effect  of  laws  in  their  individual 
diftricts,  and  in  as  many  others  as  they  could  induce  ro  coincide  with  them  :  they  like- 
wife  iflued  proclamations,  granted  paflports,  flopped  and  examined  carriages  and  paflen- 
gers,  opened  packages,  and  were  beyond  meafure  anxious  and  vigilant  in  the  exercife  of 
a  moft  harafling  and  vexatious  inquifition,  which  extended  to  every  thing,  and  which 
nothing  could  evade  or  refill. 

But  the  abfence  or  lofs  of  influence  of  the  electors  was  foon  followed  by  the  depar- 
ture of  every  degree  of  decency  and  decorum  from  thefe  meetings.  It  has  been  afTerted, 
by  obfervers  worthy  of  credit,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  a  native  of  any  other  coun- 
try to  form  even  a  remote  conception  of  the  noife  and  tumult  which  prevailed  in  thefe 
aflemblies ;  and  that  the  foreigner  who  could,  for  any  length  of  time,  withftand  the 
preflure  of  the  former  upon  his  fenfes,  need  never  give  any  other  demonftration  of  the 
foundnefs  of  his  head,  or  the  firmnefs  of  his  nerves.  All  the  boldeft  and  moft  impe- 
tuous of  the  fpeakers,  to  the  amount  fometimes  of  a  hundred,  were  to  be  feen  at  the 
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fame  inftant  fiiaining  thtir  lungs  together,  each  endeavouring  to  drown  the  voice  of  his 
competitors,  and  to  monopolize  the  attention  of  the  alfembly.  Yet  this  contention  of 
noife,  this  confufion  of  voices,  fo  totally  unintelligible  to  all  ftrangers,  was  fo  far  un- 
derftood  by  the  furrounding  crowd,  whofe  organs  of  hearing  and  perception  feemed 
tinkied  with  powers  calculated  for  the  purpofe,  that  the  general  clamour  was  frequent- 
ly increafed,  or  the  jarring  difcord  of  the  orators  totally  interrupted,  by  the  loud  Ihouts 
of  approbation,  or  the  deep  roar  of  execration  and  threat,  which  they  occalionally  drew 
forth  8J. 

In  this  ftate  of  things  Paris  might  rather  be  confldcred  as  a  confederacy  between  fixty 
diftinct  democratical  republics,  than  as  one  commonwealth,  or  as  acling  under  one  fimple 
form  of  government.  Each  individual  diftricT:  was  independent  in  its  own  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  allowed  no  fuperiority  of  diftimStion  or  authority  to  any  other.  Upon  fending 
deputies  from  one  of  thefe  departments  to  confer  with  or  make  any  propofal  to  another,, 
it  was  laughable  to  behold  the  mimick  forms  of  ftate  ceremonial  which  were  obferved 
on  both  fides,  the  deputies  being  treated  with  all  the  obfervance  and  honours  which  could 
have  been  fhewn  by  one  fovereign  power  to  the  ambaffador  from  another.  In  procefs  of 
time,  a  few  of  the  moft  turbulent,  noify,  and,  generally,  the  moft  profligate,  demagogues, 
became  the  leaders  in  every  aflembly,  and  guiding  the  multitude  at  their  pleafure,  all 
power,  in  every  department,  came,  by  degrees,  to  be  virtually  lodged  in  their  hands ; 
while  the  ferious  and  better  part  of  the  citizens  abftained  from  attending  thefe  tumul- 
tuous meetings,  where,  independent  of  the  inconvenience  they  fuftained  from  the 
noife  and  clamour,  they  were  expofed  to  the  grofleft  infults  from  the  loweft  of 
the  rabble. 

Thus,  by  degrees,  the  government  of  a  million  of  people,  who,  having  thrown  off  all 
eftablifhed  authority  and  fubordination,  fancied  themfelves  free,  and  who  might  almoft  be 
iaid  to  have  gone  mad  in  their  purfuit  of  liberty,  became  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
hundreds  of  the  moft  worthlefs  among  themfelves;  men  equally  deftitute  of  character, 
property,  principle,  and  the  moft  common  portion  of  moral,  political,  or  general  know- 
ledge. Theft,  however,  naturally  became  the  inftruments  of  men  of  much  greater 
knov. -ledge  and  capacity,  but  equally  deftitute  of  all  public  or  private  virtue.  The  new 
republican   elubs,  of  which  the  Jacobins  became  the  moft  noted,  and  who  had  their  de- 

*3  The  ingenious  device  of  one  of  the  prefidents  of  thefe  affemblies  will,  perhaps,  afford  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
diforder  which  prevailed  in  them  than  any  defcription.  This  man  had  a  drummer  conftantly  Rationed  at  the 
back  of  his  chair,  and  when  the  noife  and  tumult  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  to  be  infupportable,  and  that  all  his  efforts 
to  produce  order  and  filence  were  totally  difregarded,  he  gave  the  fignal  for  beating  the  drum,  which  wai  done 
with  fuch  vigour  and  effeft,  as  foon  to  overpower  all  other  noifes ;  and  this  was  continued  antil  the  people  fhewei 
toe  figns  of  recovering  their  temper  and  reafon. 
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pendent  focieties,  ready  to  execute  their  orders  upon  the  fhorteft  notice,  in  every  town 
in  France,  were  compofed  of  the  moft  turbulent,  daring,  and  hot-headed  men  in  the 
kingdom,  or  perhaps  that  exifted  in  any  country.  Many  of  thefc  were  adepts  in  the 
new  philofophy,  and  all  of  them  fufficiently  learned  in  the  new  vifionary  theories  of 
government,  to  be  capable  of  fpreading  confufion  and  anarchy  wherever  their  influence 
or  communication  could  extend.  All  the  republican  party,  the  moft  vifionary  theorifts, 
and  the  boldeft  innovators  in  the  National  AflTembly,  became  members  of  this  club  ;  and 
it  foon  became  the  fafhion  that  all  laws,  all  meafures,  and  all  bufmefs,  brought  forward 
in  that  body,  were  firft  difcuffed,  prepared,  and  digefted  by  the  Jacobins,  whofe  fandYion 
was  the  fure  paffport  to  fuccefs.  Being  thus  doubly  fortified,  ruling  the  tumultuous  rabble 
in  the  fixty  departments  of  Paris,  through  the  means  of  their  inftruments,  the  demagogues, 
who  excited  them  to  whatever  pitch  of  outrage  and  violence  they  were  directed,  on  the 
one  hand  ;  and  governing  the  National  Affembly  itfelf,  on  the  other,  by  a  decided  ma- 
jority, procured,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  grand  revolutionary  engine,  Terror84,  their 
power  feemed  to  be  unbounded  ;  the  more  efpecially  as  it  was  extended  through  every 
part  of  the  nation,  by  their  deputies  and  emiffaries.  Thofe  of  the  club,  whether  mem- 
bers of  the  affembly  or  not,  who  were  the  moft  violent  in  their  republican  principles, 
and  the  moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  invincible  animofity  to  monarchy  in  all  its  forms 
and  relations — which  they  detefted  fo  much  as  not  to  endure  even  the  name  of  king,  but 
fubftituted  the  terms  defpot  and  tyrant  in  its  ftead — held  the  firft  place  among  the  Jaco- 
bins, and  gave  the  tone  to  all  the  reft. 

It  appears  from  the  letters  publifhed  under  the  name  of  Groenvelt,  who  fays  he  was 
prefent  when  many  of  the  tranfactions  which  he  relates  took  place,  (and  who,  though 
profeffedly  a  German,  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  demo- 
crat in  principle]  that  falfhoods  and  forgeries  were  the  conftant  refources  and  favourite 
weapons  of  the  cabals  in  Paris.  Some  of  the  inftances  which  he  adduces  in  fupport  of 
this  affertion  are  fo  curious,  and  at  the  fame  time  throw  fo  much  light  upon  the  hiftory 
of  the  time,  that  it  becomes  neceffary  to  infert  them.  In  writing  to  his  fuppofed  friend, 
he  fays — "  You  cannot  form  an  idea  of  the  impudence  with  which  the  moft  palpable 
"  lies  are  publifhed  and  propagated  among  the  people.  The  moft  pofitive  alfertions, 
«c  the  moft  minute  details  of  facls,  the  ftrongeft  appearances  of  probability,  are  made  to 
"  accompany  the  groffeft  falfhoods.     Fleffelles    was    the  victim  of  a  pretended  letter 

**  The  influence  of  term  over  the  National  AfTemblies  of  France  is  confirmed  by  men  of  different  parties,  by 
men,  too,  who  were  themfelves  members,  and  who  could  aot,  therefore,  poffibly  be  mijiaUn.  We  hare  already 
cited  the  authority  of  JVf.  de  Lally-Tolendal  on  this  fubjeel,  with  regard  to  the  firft  affembly ;  M.  Mounier  corro- 
borates the  facTt ;  and  Briffot  himfelf  gives  a  decided  confirmation  to  the  affertion,  which  he  extends  to  all  the  three 
affemblies,  that  have  been  convened,  fince  the  year  1788.  He  fays  "  With  one  fingk  word  you  might  compefe  tbtgitatift 
"  part  of  the  hijicry  of  three  aJfemUies.  This  -word  h  Fear."  See  Briffot's  letter  to  his  conftituents,  Englifi>  tra/t/Ia- 
tion,  p.  15. 

"  which 
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<<  which  every  body  could  repeat  by  heart,  but  which  nobody  has  ever  feen.     Of  the 

<<  letter,  which  is  the  only  evidence  againft  Bezenval,  there  are  in  Paris  a  thoufand  co- 

"  pics,  but  no  original.     No  fooner  is  it  whifpered  in  fome  obfeure  corner,  that  a  certain 

*'  monaftcry  is  a  magazine  of  arms,  or  of  corn,  than  the  report  fpreads  with  rapidity, 

**■  gathers  ftrength,  becomes  matter  of  certainty,  and  yet,  the  moment  the  houfe  is  exa- 

"  mined,  the  whole  is  found  to  be  groundlefs.     The  convent  of  Montmartre  has  been 

"  twice  befet  by  twentv  or  thirty  thoufand  men,  who  threatened  it  with  deftruc"t.ion,  for 

"  having  engrofTed  the  provender  of  Paris ;  but  no  fooner  was  it  fcarched,  by  commif- 

*'  fioners  appointed  for  the  purpofc,  than  it  appeared  that  it  had  barely  provifion  enough 

"  to  fupply  the  houfe." "  At  one  moment  it  is  affirmed  lhat  the  ariftocraticalcon- 

«'  fpirators  have  thrown  a  vaft  quantity  of  bread  into  the  Seine;  at  another,  that  they 

"  mowed  the  green  corn  :  a  party  of  the  national  guard  is  immediately  fent  to  the  field, 

*«  where  the  crime  is  faid  to  have  been   committed,  and  finds  the  corn  ftanding,  and  af- 

«'  fording  the  profpecSr.  of  an  abundant  harveft.     In   fhort,    the  public  is  overwhelmed 

M  with  lies  and  calumnies,  and  a  prudent  man  can  fcarcely  give  credit  to  any  thing  that 

**  he  has  not  feen  himfelf." 

And  again — "  Many  of  thefe  falfhoods  have  certainly  been  deliberately  fabricated  to 
tl  ferve  party  purpofes ;  and  fome  men,  who  probably  miftake  a  difregard  of  all  moral 
"  obligations  for  profound  policy,  have  been  audacious  and  infamous  enough  to  pub- 
"  lifli  falfhoods  with  the  folemnities  of  laws.  Letters  have  been  forged  in  the  name  of 
"  the  National  Affembly,  and  edicts  in  that  of  the  king,  exhorting  the  peafants  to  de- 
"  ftroy  the  patents  and  pedigrees  of  the  nobility,  and  to  burn  their  caftles.  The  effeel: 
"  of  thefe  forgeries  is  already  feen  in  the  ruins  and  afhes  to  which  fome  of  the  fineft 
■'  buildings  in  Dauphiny,  Franche  Compte,  Brittany,  and  Burgundy,  have  been 
"  reduced  V 

The  Parifians  had  ever  been  noted,  for  uniting  in  their  minds  two  qualities  of  a  na- 
ture fo    diredlly  oppofite  that  their  union  feems  fcarcely  credible — credulity  and  fufpi- 

85  See  Groenvelt,  (Englifh  tranflation)  p.  209  and  211 ;  letter  dated  Augull  15th,  1789. 

The  fcandalous  and  abominable  propagation  of  falfhood  and  forgery,  which  Groenvelt  here  reprobates,  con- 
tinued at  a  much  later  period  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  even  encouraged,  promoted,  and  fan&ioned,  by  members 
of  the  National  Affembly.  On  the  fixth  of  July  179 1,  the  marquis  de  Ja  Queuille,  who  had  himfelf  been  elefted  a 
reprefentati  ve  of  the  nobility  of  Auvergne,  but  who  had  emigrated  to  Bruffels  before  that  period,  wrote  a  letter  to 
M.  Merlin,  a  member  of  the  Affembly,  (which  appeared  in  the  Gazette  de  Paris)  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : 

"  You  advanced  an  atrocious  falfhood,  Sir,  when  you  read  to  the  Affembly  a  pretended  letter,  in  which  the 
"  king  is  accufed  of  having  authorized  the  army  to  defert :  you  compofed  ityourfelf,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  all  thofe 
"  which  Ifav>  compofed,  in  the  committee-rooms  of  the  Affembly,  and  which  I  afterwards  h«ard  read  in  the  houfe, 
u  as  coming  from  Brittany,  Provence,  and  other  places.— I  here  give  you  the  lit  direii." 

■  cion. 
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cion.  While  they  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  fwallow,  and  feemed  nearly  to  live 
upon,  an  eternal  fucceffion  of  the  moft  abfurd  and  improbable  talcs  and  (lories,  plain  and 
undifguifed  truth  was  ever  received  with  caution  and  doubt,  and  fuppoied  to  conceal  fome 
guile,  deception,  or  danger.  The  extreme  ignorance  of  thefe  people,  with  refpec-t  to 
every  thing  beyond  their  own  walls — an  ignorance  fo  inveterate  as  to  be  unexampled  in 
any  country  of  equal  civilization,  and  fo  productive  of  men  eminent  in  arts,  fcie.ices,. 
and  learning,  as  France — had  long  afforded  matter  of  obfervation  to  travellers,  and  of  ri- 
dicule to  poets  and  fatyrifts.  A  confederation  of  thefe  circumftances  will  tend  much  to 
account  for  and  throw  light  upon  many  parts  of  the  conduit  of  that  extraordinary  peo- 
ple, which  would  otherwife  have  appeared  inconliftent  or  unintelligible. 

The  unbounded  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  which  was  carried  to  an  extreme  before  un- 
known under  any  government,  was  a  moft  potent  inftrument  of  the  Revolution.  And, 
from  the  example  of  France,  nations  may  learn  this  important  truth,  that  as  the  freedom 
of  the  prefs  is  elTential  to  the  exiftence  of  civil  liberty,  fo  its  licentioufnefs  is  wholly  de- 
itrudHve  thereof.  Nor  was  that  more  extraordinary  than  the  unceahng  induftry  with 
which  it  was  eternally  fupplied  with  an  inexhauflible  fource  of  the  moft  dangerous  and 
inflammatory  matter,  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  government,  was  aftoniihing.  For, 
amidft  the  general  darknefs  and  ignorance  which  involved  the  people  at  large,  there  was 
a  numerous  portion  of  men  who  dedicated,  or  feemed  to  dedicate,  their  lives  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  literature.  Of  thefe  the  capital  alone  was  computed  to  contain  twenty  thoufand ; 
including,  doubtlefs,  a  confiderable  number  of  perfons  who  affumed  the  name  of  literati, 
becaufe  they  had  nothing  to  do,  and  could  not  clafs  under  any  other  description.  This 
twenty  thoufand,  however,  from  the  advantage  of  their  being  concentrated  in  the  capi- 
tal, gave  the  law  in  matter  of  opinion,  or  at  leafr.  in  whatever  related  to  government  and 
the  new  philofophy,  to  the  whole  nation. 

The  theories  now  publiflied  were  derived  from  the  tenets  of  thofe  philofophers  who 
were  fo  aptly  characterized  by  the  illuftrious  father  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth85.  They 
were,  in  general,  abftra£t,  vifionary,  unintelligible,  or  impracticable  ;  and  the  au.hors 
feemed  to  run  wildly  in  the  purfuit  of  an  imaginary  phantom  of  perfection,  which 
neither  had  nor  could  have  exiftence.  They  went  not  to  the  definition  of  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  monarchy  ;  not  to  the  correction  of  errors,  the  removal  of  corrup- 
ts See  vol.  iv.  p.  715.  of  this  Hiftory. — Nor  could  the  tenets  of  thefe  theorifts  be  better  dafcribed  than  they  were 
by  M.  Segnier,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  in  September,  1775. — "  Falfi  fbilojotby" — faid  that  magistrate— 
"  which  feeks  but  to  dcjlrcy,  under  pretence  of  inftrufting ;  that  body,  ever  adtive,  thjugh  concealed,  which  feems 
"  only  occupied  in  preparing  in  darknefs  the  means  of  effecting  a  fuMm  i  evolution  in  religion,  in  government,  and  in  ,n  .  •.■- 
"  nen;"  &c. — Never  did  man  difplay  greater  judgment  in  appreciating  the  merits  of  a  feet,  or  greater  penetration, 
in  foretelling  the  eonfequences  of  their  tenets ! 
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tions,  or  the  adoption  of  falutary  improvements,  but  to  the  abfolute  fubverfion  of  go- 
vernment under  all  its  known  forms,  and  to  the  loofening  of  all  bands  of  civil  fociety, 
and  the  deftrucTion  of  its  harmony,  beauty,  and  order.  All  the  wifdom  of  part  fages, 
philofophers,  and  legiflators,  which  had  commanded  the  refpect  and  veneration  of  all 
ages  and  of  all  nations  ;  all  that  could  be  derived  from  the  practical  experience  of  an- 
cient and  modern  times,  in  their  exertions  to  promote  or  fecure  the  felicity  of  mankind, 
were  now  holden  out  as  objects  of  contempt  and  derifion,  and  fet  wholly  afide  to  make 
way  for  the  reveries  of  the  new  illuminators,  who  defpifed  all  experience,  and  difdained 
all  wifdom  but  their  own.  It  feemed  as  if  the  tranfadtions  of  part  ages  had  been  con- 
figned  to  eternal  oblivion,  or  that  a  new  generation  of  men  was  juft  created,  who  were 
to  mould  every  fublunary  thing  anew  8?. 

Among  the  numerous  inftances  of  neglect  in  the  conduct  of  the  minifters,  none  was 
attended  with  more  fatal  conferences,  than  the  fhametul  and  unaccountable  fupinenefs 
with  which  they  beheld  the  flame  which  was  fpreading  from  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs  through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  without  their  ufing  a  fingle  exertion  to  carrect 
the  caufe,  or  to  counteract  the  effect. 

The  enormity  was  accordingly  carried  to  an  extent  beyond  all  example  in  any  coun- 
try. The  numerous  preffes  in  Paris  hourly  groaned  under  the  number  of  feditious  and 
levelling  pamphlets  which  they  were  continually  bringing  forth.  Indeed  their  number 
almoft  exceeded  belief;  thirteen,  and  even,fixteen  different  pamphlets,  in  one  day,  were 
no  matter  of  furprize  ;  and  ninety-two  came  out  in  one  week ;  while  the  avidity  for 
reading  and  procuring  them  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty  to  enter 

!7  Le  Mercier,  one  of  thefe  literary  pefts,  who  flattered  himfelf  that  he  had  effentially  contributed  to  bring 
about  the  Revolution,  has  publickly  avowed  the  objecT:,  and  glor  ed  in  the  fucceft,  of  publications  of  this  defcription. 
To  one  of  his  works,  in  which  he  has  calumniated  Rouffeau,  by  bellowing  on  him  praifes  which  he  certainly  did  not 
deferve,  and  by  afcribing  to  him  motives  which  he  certainly  never  had  harboured,  he  has  adopted  this  motto — 
"They  have  deputed  men  to  the  States-General,  we — Men  of  Letters — have  deputed  Works;  and  to  thofe  works 
"  are  the  National  Affembly  indebted  for  their  original  exiftence,  and  cheir  fubfequent  profperity." 

Speaking  of  the  necefiity  of  finding  a  counterpoife  to  the  power  of  the  military,  whofe  fole  virtue,  he  fays,  con- 
fided in  a  blind  obedience  to  t!ie  orders  of  their  fuperiors ;  whofe  profeffion  it  was  to  fhed  blood  "  for  a  gefture  or  a 
"  word  ;"  2nd  who  would  have  made  no  fcruple  to  fhed  the  blood  of  "  rebels ;"  he  tells  us,  that  a  counterpoife  was 
fupplieti  bv  "  the  general  difpofition  of  men's  maids," — a  difpofition  entirely  owing  to  the  generous  •writings,  to  the  cou- 
"  itgeous  harangues,  to  the  bold  thoughts,  to  the  frofound  reafoning  f  of  thofe  writers,  who,  for  twenty  years  paft,  had 
"  employed  (either  anonymoufiy  or  openly)  all  their  faculties,  all  their  talents,  all  their  ftrength,  in  combating  def- 
"  ptifm ;  for  it  is  not  to  a  few  arms,  to  a  few  mufquets,  that  the  prefent  formidable  Revolution  is  owing,  but  to  the 
"  ivorit  cf  Jiteraty  men.  In  this  point  of  view,  I  congratulate  myfelf  on  having  publilhed  "  The  Year  2440,"  in 
u  j^yj  .    «  The  Picture  of  Paris,"  in  1782  ;   and  "  Notions  upon  Government,"  in  1787." 


f  A  man  who  can  thus  fpeak  of  himfelf  muft  be  endued  with  no  common  portion  of  modefty  ! 
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the  bookfellers'  fhops,  they  were  fo  conftantly  crowded.  The  price  of  printing  had  ac- 
cordingly rifen  in  the  capital  to  almoft  three  times  its  crftomary  rate  per  fheet ;  and  yet 
the  preffes  in  every  part  of  France  were  faid  to  be  at  the  fame  time  equally  occupied. 
But  the  mod  extraordinary  circumftances  were  the  amazing  difpatch  with  which  thefe 
innumerable  productions  were  fpread  from  the  capital  through  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  unknown  fund  by  which  the  vaft  expjnces  of  the  diftribution  were  fup- 
ported  ;  the  great  body  of  the  people  being  furnifhed  with  them  gratis. 

While  thefe  poured  forth  an  unceafing  torrent  of  abufe  upon  government,  and  were 
continually  diffeminating  principles  equally  calculated  to  promote  the  overthrow  of  the 
monarchy,  and  the  utter  annihilation  of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate,  the  three  parties 
whofeexiftence  was  at  flake,  the  court,  the  nobles,  and  the  clergy,  betrayed  an  inattention 
to  their  own  interefl:  and  fafety,  fo  wholly  unaccountable,  as  to  wear  the  appearance  of 
downright  infenfibility.  Not  a  fingle  writer  of  ability  or  eminence  was  engaged  to  refute 
the  dodtrines  which  were  thus  affiduoufly  fpread,  or  to  counteract  the  poifon  which  they 
fo  widely  diffufed.  The  few  folitary  volunteer  pamphlets  which  appeared  on  that  fide, 
being  written — with  not  more  than  three  or  four  exceptions — by  men  without  parts  or 
information,  poffeffed  neither  interefl:  nor  fpirit  to  allure  readers. 

The  famine  which  was  forely  felt,  though  not  in  an  equal  degree,  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  may  be  confidered  as  a  main  fpring  in  accelerating  all  the  movements  of  this 
fingular  revolution.  Men  in  want  of  bread  neceflarily  execrate  and  abhor  that  ftate  of 
things  which  produces  their  mifery.  They  are  little  difpofed  to  enquire  into  natural, 
or  to  trace  remote  caufes,  as  the  fource  of  their  diftrefs  ;  they  find  lefs  trouble  in  charg- 
ing it  diredtly  upon  their  rulers,  and  fancy  fome  alleviation  to  their  mifery  in  venting 
their  indignation  againft  them,  even  in  words.  The  prefent  ftate  of  things  in  the  other 
countries  in  Europe  having  prevented  thofe  fupplies  from  without,  which  might,  in  other 
cafes,  have  been  procured,  and  the  internal  ftock  of  provifion  being  deemed  infufficient 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants,  the  mod:  alert  and  wifeft  government,  fuppofing  it 
to  be  in  other  refpedts  at  eafe,  and  unembarraffed  by  faction  or  danger,  would  have  found 
it  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  apply  any  efredtive  remedy  to  the  evil.  But  in  the  pre- 
fent ftate  of  affairs,  the  hafty  ill-judged  regulations,  founded  upon  miftaken  notions  of 
a  fubjedt  generally  ill-underftood,  which  were  adopted,  inftead  of  good,  produced  the  moft 
unfortunate  effedts.  Thefe,  however,  might  have  been  palliated,  if  the  ungovernable 
violence  of  the  people,  in  obftrudling  the  free  fale  of  the  markets,  and  compelling  the 
proprietors  to  fell  their  grain  at  whatever  price  they  pleafed  to  give,  and  the  infidious 
machinations  of  thofe  who  fought  the  accomplifhment  of  their  own  fchemes  in  foment- 
ing the  fpirit  of  popular  difcontent,  had  not  completed  the  evil,  and  occafioned  an  artifi- 
cial famine  while  plenty  ftill  fubfifted.  It  has  even  been  aflerted,  that  the  ftock  of  corn 
produced  this  year  in  the  kingdom  would  have  been  fufficient,  under  due  regulation, 
management,  and  diftribution,  if  not  to  afford  abfolute  plenty,  at  leaft  to  prevent  any 
great  want. 
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In  the  general  ill-temper  of  the  people,  continually  goaded  and  irritated  by  the  moil 
urgent  and  infupportable  of  all  wants,  it  will  be  eafily  ieen  what  advantages  the  emif- 
f.iries  of  the  factious  poffeffed  in  working  upon  their  paffions ;  and  fpread  as  they  were, 
like  the  preachers  of  a  new  religion,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  it  will  not  be  won- 
dered at — the  ignorance  of  the  multitude  being  always  kept  in  fight — that  they  fhould 
have  fucceeded  in  prompting  them  to  the  greateft  acts  of  outrage  and  violence. 

But  the  great  promoter  of  the  Revolution,  and,  in  fuch  a  material  degree  as  to  render 
the  appellation  of  "  Author  of  the  Revolution"not  wholly  inapplicable  to  him,  was  the 
duke  of  Orleans  ; — that  man,  who,  deftitute  of  fpirit  in  himfelf,  poffeffed  and  applied 
the  means  of  communicating  energy  to  millions,  and  of  infufing  difaffection  and  dif- 
loyalty  into  every  order  of  men,  through  that  vaft  and  populous  kingdom.  His  im- 
menfe  fortune,  which,  under  the  guidance  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  might  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  accomplifhment  of  fchemes  the  moft  falutary  and  beneficial,  was  now  di- 
rected to  the  ruin  of  his  country,  to  the  fubverfion  of  its  government,  and  to  the  exter- 
mination of  that  royal  family  to  which  he  was  fo  nearly  related38. 

In  the  conduct  of  this  profligate  prince  is  to  be  found  a  folution  for  many  things  which: 
would  otherwife  appear  unaccountable,  or  remain  involved  in  the  moft  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity.  From  hence  it  was  that  the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Royal,  and  all  the  open 
places  of  Paris,  were  flocked  with  hungry,  ignorant,  and  abandoned  orators,  and  covered 
with  riotous  mobs,  who  fucked  in  from  thefe  preachers  every  thing  that  could  corrupt 
and  poifon  the  mind,  and  not  only  eradicate  every  moral  principle,  but  deftroy  all  the 
native  feelings  of  humanity.  Thus  likewife  was  ^he  ferocity  of  the  Poiffardes,  and  of 
all  the  other  female  furies  of  the  capital,  called  into  action;  until  the  fex,  feeming.  to 
have  totally  changed  its  nature  and  character,  was  degraded  and  ffained  by  atrocities,  un- 
equalled in  any  civilized  country.  And  thus  a  numerous  army  of  Sans  Culottes,  of  ruf- 
fians from  the  gallies,  and  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  being  incorporated  with  tht 
no  lefs  ferocious  brood  of  natives,  were  maintained  and  kept  in  readinefs  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  rebellion,  anarchy,  and  murder,  as  time  and  occafion  fhould  call  forth  their 
fer  vices. 

From  the  fame  abundant  fburce  of  evil,  crowds  of  couriers  were  difpatched — as  has 
before  been  obferved — from  the  metropolis  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  conveying 
every  where  the  falfe  intelligence,  as  if  proceeding  from  the  firfl  authority,  that  the  arif- 
tocrats  were  raifing  troops  or  armies  of  Brigands,,  in  order  to  deftroy  or  maffacre  the 
peafants;  and  calling  upon  the  latter  to  prevent  the  danger,  by  immediately  taking  up 

18  He  was  next  in  fuccefiion  to  the  crown,  in  the  cafe  of  failure  of  iffue  male  in  the  immediate  reigning  family. 
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:arms  and  deftroying  their  enemies,  the  nobility,  in  the  firft  inftance  ;  an  injunction  which 
they  moft  willingly,  and,  in  many  places,  moll  effectually,  complied  with.  In  the  fame 
manner  was  the  prodigious  expence  fupported,  of  fo  long  diffeminating  throughout  the 
kingdom  thofe  innumerable  feditious  publications,  which  were  daily  prefented  to  the 
people.  By  the  fame  means  majorities  were  fecured,  and  feveral  of  the  principal  orators 
and  moft  popular  demagogues  in  the  new  clubs  were  retained;  and  thefe  clubs,  as  we 
have  feen,  by  their  dependent  and  corrcfponding  focieties,  which  were  eflablifhed  in  all 
the  provincial  towns,  gave  law  to  the  whole  nation.  Nor  was  the  National  Affembly 
by  any  means  exempted  from  the  fame  influence,  nor  was  the  effect  it  produced  on  many 
of  its  members  lefs  known. 

As  the  duke's  annual  revenues,  extenfive  as  they  were,  were  (till  unequal  to  the  fup- 
ply  of  thefe  numberlefs  drains,  he  deemed  it  neceffary  to  apply  to  other  fources.  In- 
deed, with  fuch  vaft  objects  in  view,  and  after  the  facrifice  of  fo  much  wealth  as  was  al- 
ready expended,  it  feemed  upon  the  principles  of  gaming  that  it  was  better  to  encounter 
any  rifque  of  future  evil,  than  to  flop  fhort  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  and  when  fo  much 
was  already  ftaked.  Holland  always  affords  money,  as  well  as  numberlefs  fpeculators 
who  wifh  to  make  the  moft  of  it,  and  the  duke's  vaft  eftates  feemed  to  hold  out  ample 
fecurity  for  a  loan.  The  amount  of  the  fums  he  borrowed  is  uncertain,  and  has  been 
rated  from  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  half  a  million  fterling 89. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  the  duke  not  only  totally  miftook  his  own  abilities,  but 
that  he  was  as  little  fenfible  of  the  ill-effects  which  his  unfortunate  character  could  not 
but  produce,  when  he  adopted  the  wild  idea  of  being  able  to  fubvert  or  circumvent  all 
other  factions,  and  of  being  able  to  rife  on  the  fhoulders  of  men,  poffeffing  talents  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  his  own,  and  of  rendering  them  the  inftruments  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  ambitious  views.  The  natural  deficiency  of  refolution  and  courage,  with 
which  every  body  knew  he  was  curfed,  was,  independent  of  all  others,  an  infeparable 
bar  to  his  ever  becoming,  under  any  change  of  circumftances,  or  in  any  courfe  of  events, 
the  ruler  of  fo  ungovernable  and  fo  outrageous  a  people.  Yet  in  this  blind  purfuit  he  la- 
vifhed  treafures,  which,  in  many  part  periods,  might,  by  proper  application,  have  amount- 
ed in  effect  to  the  requifition  of  a  kingdom. 

An  opinion  was  advanced  by  many,  even  at  an  early  period  of  the  Revolution,  which, 
illiberal  as  it  may  at  firft  appear,  and  -unpleafant  as  the  fenfations  are  which  it  muft  na- 
turally excite  in  a  liberal  mind,  feems  to  have  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  flrength 
and  confirmation  from  the  courfe  of  fubfequent  events  ;  viz. — That  the  French,    as  a 

8»  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  niceft  and  moft  difficult  calculation  would  be  to  eftimate  the  exadt  quantum  of 
moral  and  political  evil  which  fuch  a  fum,  in  fuch  hands,  was  then  capable  of  producing  in  France, 
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nation,  were  not  yet  in  a  ftatc  capable  of  receiving  liberty;  and  that  many  intermediate 
preparatory  flops  would  have  been  neceflary  to  qualify  them  for  fo  great  a  bleffing. 
Even  Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne,  the  apologift  for,  and  advocate  of,  the  Revolution, 
amidft  all  his  fins  of  fuppreffion  and  mifreprefentation,  and  all  the  artful  colouring  which 
he  lias  given  to  fa<fts  and  circumfbnees,  acknowledges,  "  That  the  people,  aftonifhed  at 
*'  feeing  their  chains  broken  with  fuch  facility,  and  at  feeling  their  own  ftrength, 
*'  ahufeel  that  fircngth  in  taking  vengeance  of  their  oppreflors  ;  and  their  new  liberty 
"  was,  as  yet,  but  licentioufnefs.  General  hatred,  in  its  blind  rage,  fought  every  where 
"  to  punifh  enemies,  pointed  out  to  it  by  chance  or  by  prejudice.  A  never-ceafing  in- 
"  quietude  tormented  thefe  freemen  born  of  yefterday  ;  in  their  neceflity  for  a  new  or- 
*'  der  of  things,  and  for  a  fovereign  jurifdicYion,  they  feized  and  engrofled  all  jurifdicYion 
•*  to  themfelves;  and  feveral  tumultuous  aflaffinations  were  the  fruit  of  this  delirium." 
And,  again,  in  his  remarks  on  the  two  parties  which  divided  the  National  AfTembly,  he 
fays,  "  One  fentiment,  however,  predominated  there,  and  that  was  the  dread  of  the  ef- 
«'  feifls  which  anarchy,  too  long  continued,  might  occafion." — The  too  long  continuation 
of  anarchy  muft  apply  to  the  well-founded  charge  preferred  againft  feveral  members  of 
the  AfTembly,  that  they  had  been  the  inftigators  and  authors  of  many  of  the  diffractions 
and  enormities  which  took  place  in  the  provinces. 

The  outrages,  conflagrations,  and  mafTacres,  which  were  fpreading  defolation  through 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  had,  in  a  fhorter  fpace  of  time  than  could  well  have  been 
conceived,  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  enormity,  as  at  length  to  communicate  alarm  and 
difmay  even  to  the  National  AfTembly,  fortified  as  it  was  by  the  fuffrages  of  the  nation, 
and  fupported  by  the  numerous  army  formed  in  the  capital.  For  in  confequence  of  the 
forged  orders  and  falfe  intelligence  which  had  been  fo  villainoufly  conveyed  to  the  pea- 
fantry,  the  whole  nation  was  inftantly  in  arms,  and  thefe  operating  upon  the  evil  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people,  and  the  abhorrence  in  which  they  now  held  their  ancient  matters,  it 
feemed  as  if  no  bound  could  limit  their  violence,  and  no  excefs  of  cruelty  fatiate  their 
revenge.  Thus  the  nobility  were,  in  many  places,  hunted  down  like  wild  beafts,  their 
family  feats  or  caftles  demolifhed,  and  their  patent3,  pedigrees,  title-deeds,  family  fettle- 
ments,  court-rolls,  and  all  records  of  paft  tranfadtions,  deftroyed  by  fire.  Happy  were 
tliofe  who,  even  in  this  ftate,  plundered  of  every  thing,  could  efcape  half-naked  from  the 
flames,  without  perfonal  injury.  But  in  too  many  inftances  fuch  acts  of  atrocity  were 
committed  that  humanity  fhudders  at  the  recital.  Some  few  of  thefe  we  have  quoted  from 
the  count  de  Lally-Tolendal ;  but,  fhocking  as  many  of  them  were,  they  fall  fhort,  in  point 
of  enormity,  of  many  others,  the  recital  of  which  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  fup- 
prefs.  In  many  inftances^  it  has  been  aflerted,  by  men  whofe  veracity  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  doubt,  the  wives  of  the  nobility  were  violated,  and  their  daughters  deflowered, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  unhappy  fathers  and  hufibands;  and  the  horrid  tragedy  frequently 
concluded  by  the  moft  inhuman  murders,  aggravated  by  circumftances  of  deliberate  and 
almoft  unexampled  cruelty,  without  regard  to  age  or  fex.     Nor— dreadful  to  relate ! 

—were 
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—were  thefe  cruelties,  in  any  degree,  confined  to  fuch  perfons  as  had  previoufiy  rendered 
themfelves  odious  by  their  pride  or  oppreffion  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  moft  kind 
and  benevolent  landlords  and  mafters,  the  moft  humane  and  charitable  to  their  neigh- 
bours and  the  poor,  were  expofed  to  the  fame  fate  with  thofe  of  the  moft  oppofite  dif- 
pofitions. 

Although  the  fpiritof  revolt  appeared  in  various  and  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  at: 
nearly  the  fame  inftant,  yet  the  degrees  of  violence  and  cruelty  with  which  it  was  at- 
tended were  widely  different  in  different  parts.  The  northern  provinces  were  much, 
more  temperate  than  the  central  and  fouthern.  The  exceffes  at  Lyons  and  in  the  Lyon- 
nois  rivalled  thofe  of  Paris  in  violence  and  fury.  The  province  of  Dauphiny  was  in 
the  moft  violent  ferment,  the  whole  people  being  up  in  arms.  Franche-Compte  and  part 
of  Burgundy  feemed  particularly  marked  as  fcenes  of  defolation.  The  Bretons,  long 
trained  in  hoftility  with  their  lords,  were  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  rebellion  and  anarchy. 
At  Strafburgh,  the  town-houfe  was  totally  demolifhed  by  the  mob,  being  firft  plunder- 
ed of  all  that  appeared  to  them  valuable,  the  court-papers,  records,  and  public  archives- 
being  carefully  deftroyed,  to  the  future  diftrefsand  ruin  of  numberlefs  families  in  the  fur- 
rounding  country,  as  well  as  in  that  city. 

In  a  few  places,  the  gentlemen  and  other  proprietors  of  land  had  the  fpirit  and  (enfe  to 
unite  and  ftand  fuccefsfully  on  their  defence.  This  was  the  cafe,  though  too  late,  in  the 
Maconnois  and  Beaujolois,  where  the  banditti,  amounting  to  fix  or  feven  thoufand,  and 
headed  by  a  village  attorney,  had  already  fpread  deftrudlion  along  the  fertile  banks  of  the 
Saone,  having,  in  a  few  days,  burned  feventy-two  gentlemen's  houfes,  and  plundered  all 
the  churches  and  fmall  towns  in  their  way.  A  battle  took  place,  in  which  the  enraged, 
proprietors,  with  their  friends  and  fervants, defeated  the  plunderers  with  great  flaughter- 
They  then  inftituted  a  kind  of  temporary  tribunal  at  Maijon,  for  trying  the  ringleaders 
of  the  banditti,  twenty  or  thirty  of  whom  were  condemned  tofuffer  death.  The  demo- 
cratic publications  in  Paris  cried  out  loudly  againft  this  proceeding,  as  being  highly  ille- 
gal and  arbitrary,  although  not  a  word  of  condemnation  had  been  uttered  againft  the  ruf- 
fians who  had  plundered  and  burned  fo  many  gentlemen's  houfes,  nor  of  pity  for  the  in- 
habitants of  that  beautiful  country  which  they  had  defolated.  The  National  Affembly 
received  the  impreffion  intended  by  thefe  publications,  for  in  a  fhort  time,  they  interfered, 
by  putting  a  flop  to  the  proceedings  at  Macon,  while  a  number  of  atrocious  criminals 
ftill  remained  to  be  tried.  Their  interference,  indeed,  would  have  been  highly  proper, 
had  it  not  been  partial,  and  had  it  been  accompanied  by  proper  regulations  for  enforcing  a. 
rigorous  adminiftration  of  criminal  juftice. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things,   at  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  period; 
fixed  by  the  AfTembly  for  the  commencement  of  that  important  tafk  which  thev  chofe 

tQ) 
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to  take,  upon  themfelves,  of  giving  a  new  conftitution  to  a  kingdom  that  had  fubfifted,  as 
a  monarchy,  for  upwards  of  fourteen  centuries.  Inaufpicious  as  the  general  afpedt  of 
affairs  undoubtedly  was,  the  proceedings  of  the  AfTembly  itfelf  at  this  period  were  by  no 
means  calculated  to  difpcl  the  gloom  which  it  had  cart  over  the  minds  of  all  rational 
men.  On  the  firft  of  the  month,  M.  Thouret,  an  advocate  of  Rouen,  was  elected,  by 
a  confidcrable  majority,  to  fucceed  the  duke  de  Liancourt  in  the  prefident's  chair.  As 
M.  Thouret  had  hitherto  difplayed  the  moil  moderate  principles,  he  had  rendered  himfelf 
odious  to  the  democratic  faction,  who  had  marked  him  as  an  arifiocrat90 ;  and  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  majority  was  no  fooner  declared  than  the  moft  violent  and  indecent  fymp- 
toms  of  difapprobation  were  exhibited  on  theoppofite  fide  of  thehoufe.  The  democrats 
affertedthat  his  nomination  was  a  triumph  of  ariftocracy  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated ; 
their  difcontent  was  fpeedily  communicated  to  the  Palais-Royal,  where  not  only  mur- 
murs were  increafed,  but  threats  were  multiplied;  and  fuch  was  the  tumult  this  matter 
was  expected  to  produce,  that  M.  Thouret,  with  more  prudence  than  fortitude,  refigned 
the  ftation  he  had  been  chofen  to  fill,  and  thereby  gave  encouragement  to  a  defperate 
faction,  who  from  that  moment  plainly  perceived  that,  by  the  operation  of  terror,  they 
could  at  any  time  bias  the  majority  of  the  AfTembly,  and  fuperinduce  the  adoption  of 
their  own  propofitions : — under  fuch  aufpices,  the  conjlitutional  labours  of  the  AfTembly 
hegan  °\ 

Had  every  member  entertained  the  fame  ideas  on  this  weighty  bufinefs  as  feems  to  have 
been  entertained  by  the  count  de  Lally-Tolendal,  and  fome  others,  the  AfTembly  could 
never  have  committed  thofe  grofs  errors,  which  led  to  a  violation  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  monarchy.  The  count  tells  us9Z,  that  hearing  a  great  number  of  the 
deputies  declaring  that  the  AfTembly  was  a  National  Convention,  and  concluding  from 
thence  that  they  were  empowered  to  a£i  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  the  firft  injiant  in  which  a 
fociety  is  formed,  and  as  if  there  was  nothing  exifling  previous  to  the  ejlablijhments  they  were 
about  to  make,  he  was  induced  to  examine  the  principle  whence  fuch  a  confequence  was 
deduced.  With  this  view  he  firft  endeavoured  to  define  the  word  Convention  ;  and  as  the 
French  took  the  expreflion  from  the  Englifh,  he  was  naturally  led  to  adopt  the  defini- 
tion of  Hume,  who  calls  it — a  parliament  affembled  without  the  ufual  forms.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  Scotch  Convention  in  1637,  and  to  the  Conventions  holden  in  England  on 
the  reitoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  after  the  abdication  of  his  fucceflbr,  in  which 
cafes,  he  found — to  ufe  his  own  expreflion — that  the  bonds  of  government  had  been 
broken. 

9°  Expofe  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p.  31. — Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  107; 
*l  Roufleau,  in  fome  one  of  his  political  writings,  has  obferved,  that  a  conftitution  formed  in  times  of  anarchy 
And  tumult  bears  within  it  the  principles  of  its  own  deftru&ion ! 

9*  P.  108,  et  fuiv. 

«  Thank 
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"  Thank  heaven" — fays  the  count — "  we  were  not  in  fuch  circumftances.  At  the 
"  period  of  our  convocation,  the  government  was  notdiffolved  ;  the  national  parliament 
"  of  France  had  been  affembled  with  the  ufual  forms ;  it  had  been  convened  by  the 
"  king,  in  the  fame  manner  as  all  the  national  affemblies  which  had  been  holden  fince 
"  the  time  of  Charlemagne.     Therefore  we  were  not  a  National  Convention. 

"  If  by  that  title  was  meant  an  afTembly  of  plenipotentiaries,  to  whom  the  nation  had 
tl  delegated  the  talk  of  giving  it  a  government,  and  of  dictating  fuch  laws  as  they  fhould 
*'  deem  expedient,  it  was  a  queftion  oi  fad : — Where  were  our  powers?  We  had  only 
*«  to  read  them  :  they  certainly  told  us  no  fuch  thing.  Therefore,  we  were  not  a  Nation- 
"  a  I  Convention. 

"  The  fupporters  of  this  doctrine  had  recourfe  to  a  variety  of  abftradl  arguments,  which. 
"  were  literally  reduced  to  this, — That  the  c  on  ftituting  power  had  conflituted  us  a  conjlitu- 
**  ting  power  with  regard  to  the  conftitution,  but  conjidered  us  as  conflituted  with  regard  to 
**  the  laws93.  Before  it  was  neceffary  to  take  the  trouble  of  comprehending  this,  there 
"  was  fortunately  a  fa£b  to  be  eflablifhed.  Were  thefe  definitions;  thefe  diftincTions 
"  to  be  found  in  our  powers  ?  Affuredly  not.  Therefore  we  were  not  a  National  Con- 
'*  vent  ion. 

*'  The  abbe  Seyes  himfelf,  when  he  propofed  to  us  to  reduce  to  practice  that  brilliant 
"  theory  which  made  the  world  young  again  for  the  purpofe  of  regenerating  France, 
"  warned  us,  that  we  could  only  decree  it  provijionally ;  and  that,  in  order  to  render  it 
"  definitive,  a  new  extraordinary  convocation  would  be  neceffary.  Therefore  we  were 
*'  not  a  National  Convention. 

"  In  fhort,  we  had  mandates,  inftrucYions,  which,  while  they  left  us  to  excrcife  our 
••  difcretion  on  other  objects,  were  imperative  and  obligatory  on  conftitutional  points. 
"  As  to  the  propriety  of  receiving  inftrucYions  generally,  that  was  a  queftion  which 
*«  was  open  to  difcuflion  ;  but  the  fa£t  was  that  we  had  inftrucYions  94,  and  the  ftrongeffc 
"  argument  adduced  in  oppofition  to  them  was  here  of  no  avail,  for,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 

M  Unintelligible  as  this  may  appear  to  the  Englifti  reader,  it  is]  certainly  no  lefs  fo  in  French — Le  ponvoir  confti- 
jttant  nous  avoit  conjiitues  pouvoir  cmjlituant  quant  a  la  ccnJiitutiont  tt  four  confitue  quant  aux  /oil. 

•4  The  policy  or  expediency  of  compelling  members  to  follow  implicitly  the  inftru&ions  of  their  conftituents, 
ii  a  queftion  on  which  much  found  argument  may  be  adduced  on  either  fide.  But,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Affembly,  it  was  a  fettled  point :  for  we  have  fhevrn,  in  a  former  part  of  this  Hiftory,  (See 
vol.  ii.  p.  282.  note)  that  the  members  of  the  States-General  were  invariably  confidered  as  the  mere  organs  of  the 
people,  whofe  mandates  they  were  bound  to  receive,  and  to  whofe  inftruftions  it  was  their  duty  literally  to  adhere. 
We  there  ihewed,  too,  that  deputies  whe  had  ventured  to  aft,  -without  orders,  were  difavovied  by  their  conftituenK. 

"  conftitution 
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**  conjlilution  they  were  altr.ojl  unanimous.  It  was  difficult  to  maintain  that  thofe  who  had 
•«'  given  us  the  right  of  exercifing  a  general  will,  could  not  have  had  a  fingle  will  of 
•«'  their  own.  In  fa&,  they  had  mani felled  their  will ;  they  had  entrufted  the  execution 
«'  of  it  to  us.  and  we  had  taken  charge  of  it.  Therefore,  we  were  not  only  not  a  Na- 
"  tional  Convention,  if  we  followed  our  inftrudtions  (Cahiers);  but,  if  we  did  not  followr 
"  them,  on  conftitutional  points,  we  were  nothing;  for  he  who  infringes  upon,  who  anni- 
"  hilates,  the  title  by  which  he  holds  his  power,  remains  without  title  and  without  power." 

The  majority  of  the  Affembly,  unfortunately,  were  of  a  different  opinion ;  but  while 
they  were  engaged  in  preliminary  difcuflions  on  their  memorable  declaration  of  rights, 
they  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  the  arrival,  in  one  day,  (the  fourth  of  Auguft)  of 
expreffes  or  letters  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  with  details  of  the  dreadful  devafta- 
tions  which  were  laying  wafte  the  face  of  the  country,  and  which,  from  their  prefent  ap- 
pearance and  violence,  feemed  to  threaten  nothing  lefs  than  fpeedy  and  general  de- 
struction. 

All  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  Affembly  were,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  involved 
in  the  calamity  ;  with  the  material  difference,  that  while  many  had  to  lament  the  deftruc- 
,tion  of  their  houfes,  and  the  plunder  of  all  their  moveable  property,  others  had  as  yet  no 
farther  caufe  of  complaint  than  the  general  refufal  of  the  tenantry  to  pay  their  rents,  or 
to  fulfil  any  of  their  other  cuftomary  duties.  The  terror  was,  however,  general ;  and 
having  had  leifure,  during  the  feafon  allotted  for  dinner,  to  ruminate  upon  the  dreadful 
details  which  they  had  received,  conflagrations,  murders,  and  maffacres,  were  the  only 
fubjects  of  their  thoughts  or  converfation.  Nothing  could  accordingly  be  more  gloomy 
than  their  appearance  in  going  to  the  evening  fitting;  and  before  the  commencement  of 
1>ufinefs,  an  unufual  and  extraordinary  degree  of  agitation  was  vifible  throughout  the 
Affembly.  "  Upon  the  fame  principle  on  which  mariners,  under  the  immediate  danger  of 
"  a  tempefl,  will  throw  much  valuable  property  overboard,  in  the  hope  of  faving  the  re- 
*'  mainder;  fo  it  would  feem  upon  this  occafion,  that  the  great  land-owners  were  feized 
■"  with  a  fudden  impulfe  of  voluntarily  facrificing  a  large  portion  of  their  rights  and 
"  poffeffions,  in  the  hope  of  retaining  thereby  quiet  and  permanent  fecurity  for  what  was 
"  left."  They  feemed  alfo  to  have  adopted  the  idea  that  a  fincere  coalition  with  the 
Third  Eflate  was  become  indifpenfably  requihte  to  their  prefervation. 

It  was  eight  o'clock  when  the  Affembly  met,  and  the  fitting  opened  by  the  perufal  of 
the  following  decree,  propofed  by  the  committee  of  reports,  and  intended  to  fecure  the 
country  from  any  farther  depredations  of  the  populace — "  The  National  Affembly, 
"  confidering  that,  while  it  is  folely  occupied  in  eltablifhing  the  happinefs  of  the  peo- 
**  pie  on  the  bafisof  a  free  conftitution,  the  troubles  and  violences  which  defolate  dif- 
"  ferent  provinces  fill  the  minds  of  men  with  alarm,  and  violate,  in  the  moft  fatal  man- 

"  ner, 
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"  ner,   the  facred  rights  of  property  and  perfonal  fafety  ;     that  thefe  diforders  cannot 

"  fail  to  retard  the  labours  of  the  Affembly,  and  to  promote  the  criminal  defigns  of  the 

«  enemies  to  the  public  good ;  declares,  that  the  ancient  laws  fhall  fubfift,  and  ought  to 

"  be  executed,  until    fuch  time  as  the  authority  of  the  nation  fhall  have  abrogated  or 

"  modified  them  ;  that  the  Colleftion  of  the  old  taxes  ought  to  be  continued  agreeably 

*■  to  the  terms  of  the  decree  of  the  National  Affembly  of  the  feventeenth  of  June  laft, 

'•*  until  it  fhall  have  eftablifhed  contributions  and  forms  lefs  onerous  to  the  people. 

**  That  all  quit- rents,  and  other  cuftomary  dues,  ought  to  be  paid  as  formerly,  until  the 
"  Affembly  fhall  have  otherwife  ordained. 

"  That,  laftly,  the  laws  eftablifhed  for  the  fafety  of  individuals,  and  the  fecurity  of 
"  property,  ought  to  be  univerfally  refpe&ed. 

"  The  prefent  declaration  fhall  be  fcnt  into  all  the  provinces  ;  and  the  parifh  priefts 
"  fhall  be  invited  to  make  it  known  to  their  parifhioners,  and  to  recommend  the  obfer- 
•*  vance  of  it." 

Immediately  after  this  decree  had  been  read,  the  vifcount  de  Noailles,  feconded  by  the 
duke  d'Aiguillon,  opened  that  extraordinary  fcene,  which  has  rendered  the  night  of  the 
fourth  of  Auguft  fo  memorable  in  the  annals  of  this  extraordinary  revolution.  The 
firftof  thefe  noblemen  faid — "  The  object  of  the  decree  which  you  have  juft  heard,  is  to 
«'  put  a  ftop  to  the  effervefcence  which  prevails  in  the  provinces,  to  confirm  the  public 
«•  liberty,  and  to  fecure  to  proprietaries  their  lawful  rights.  But  how  can  we  hope  to 
'*  accomplifh  this  object,  without  knowing  the  caufe  of  the  infurreclion  which  appears 
'*  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  how  can  we  expect  to  fupprefs  it,  without  applying  a  remedy  to 
"  the  evil  which  occafions  the  convulfion  ? 

"  The  communities  have  preferred  certain  demands  ;  it  is  not  a  conftitution  which 
"  they  have  defired  ;  the  bailiwicks  alone  have  expreffed  a  wifh  for  that.  What  then 
"  have  they  afked  ? — the  fuppreffion  of  aides  and  fubdelegates  ;  and  the  diminution  or 
"  exchange  of  feignorial  rights. 

"  The  communities  have  feen  their  reprefentatives  occupied,  for  more  than  three 
"  months,  with  what  we  call,  and  what  is  in  fact,  the  public  welfare  (lachofepublique); 
**  but  the  public  welfare  appears  to  them  to  call,  in  a  particular  manner,  for  the  coniple- 
"  tion  of  their  defires,  which  they  are  fo  anxious  to  obtain. 

"  In  confequence  of  the  differences  which  took  place  between  the  national  reprcfen- 
"  tatives,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  had  been  taught  to  diftinguifli  only  two  de- 
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«'  fcriptions  of  men — thofc  whom  they  themfelves  had  armed,  and  who  were  folicitous 

u  to  promote  their  happinefs ; — and  the  powerful  perfons  who  oppofed  it.      In  this  flate  of 

««  things,  what  has  happened  J — They  deemed  themfelves  junified  in   oppofing  force  to 

«'  force;  and  now  th.ey  fcom  all  reftraint.      The  conference  is,   that,  at  this  moment* 

"  the  kingdom  is  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  fuffeiing  a  total  diffolution  of  focietv,  or 

"  of  cftabli  filing  a  government   which   will  be  an  objecl  of  admiration  and  imitation  to 

"  all  Europe.     How  is  this  government  to  be  eftablifhed  ? — By  the  reftoration  of  public 

"  tranquillity.     How   is  public  tranquillity  to  be  reftored  ? — By  calming  the  people, 

«  by  fliowing  them  tliat  we  only  refill  their  efforts  to  deftroy  what  it  is  their  intereft  to 

"  preferve. 

"  To  obtain  this  tranquillity,  fo  effentially  neceffary,  I  nropofe  ; — l.  That  the  dccla- 
"  ration  projected  by  the  committee  be  preceded  by  a  refolution,  that  the  reprefentatives. 
•*  of  the  nation  have  decided  that  all  taxes  fliall  in  future  be  paid  by  every  individual  in 
"  the  kingdom,  and  in  proportion  to  the  income  he  enjoys; — 2.  That  all  public  burdens 
"  mall  be  equally  borne  by  every  member  of  the  (late  ;— 3.  That  all  feudal  rights  fliall. 
"  he  redeemable,  by  the  communities,  in  money,  or  exchanged,  after  a  fair  valuation,. 
"  fettled  on  the  average  produce  of  ten  years ; — 4.  That  all  obligations  to  work  for  the 
"  lord  on  the  roads,  rights  of  main-morlc,  and  other  perfonal  fervices,  fliall  be  aboliflicd. 
"   without  any  ranfom." 

The  duke  d'Aiguillon,  when  he  rofe  to  fecond  this  motion,  faid — "  There  is  no  man 
"  but  fhudders  at  the  fcene  of  horror  which  France  now  exhibits- to  his  fight.     This- 
"  effervefcence  of  the  people,  which  tended  to  confirm   freedom  when  guilty  minifters- 
"  wifhed  to  deprive  us  of  the  bleffing,  is  become  an  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  that  free-- 
"  dom,  now  that  the  views  of  government  feem  to  accord  with  our  defires  for  the  pub-- 
¥  lie  happinefs.     The  provinces  are  not  only  over-run  by  a  horde  of  armed  plunderers,'- 
"  who  feek  to  enrich  themfelves  in  the  midft  of  calamity  ;  but   in  many,  of  them  the 
"  whole  body  of  the  people  form  a  kind  of  league  for  the  dellrudtion  of  gentlemen's 
"  feats,  for  the  defolation  of  their  eflates,   and  efpecially  for  the  feizure  of  their  title- 
*'  deeds.     They  endeavour,  in  fhort,  fo  throw  off  a  yoke  under  which  they    have  la- 
"  boured  for  ages  ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  gentlemen,  that  this  infurredYion,  al- 
"  though  criminal — for  every  violent  aggreffion  is  fo — may  find  its  excufe  in  the  vexa- 
<c  tions  which  gave  rife  to  it.     The  proprietors  of  fiefs  and.  lordfhips   are  very  feldom 
«'  guilty  of  thefe  exceffes  of  which  their  vaffals  complain  ;  but  their  agents  are  often  de- 
"  void  of  pity ;  and  the  wretched  farmer,  fubjedled  to  the  barbarous  relics  of  the  feudal 
«'  laws  flill  fubfifting  in   France,  becomes  the  victim  of  oppreffive  conftraint.     Thefe 
ft  rights,    it  cannot  be  denied,  are  a  property,  and  all  property  is  /acred;    but  they   are 
"  onerous  to  the  people,  and  every  body  muft  allow  they  are  productive  of  continual 
"  reftraint. 

"  In 
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"  In  this  enlightened  age,  in  which  found  philofophy  has  recovered  her  empire  ;  at  this 
**  fortunate  epoch,  when,  united  forthe  public  good, and  difengaged  from  all  perfonal  in- 
"  tereft,  we  are  about  to  regenerate  the  ftate,  it  appears  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  we 
"  fhould,  previous  to  the  eftablifhment  of  that  conftitution  which  the  nation  fo  an- 
«*  xioufly  expedls  from  us,  prove  to  all  the  citizens,  that  it  is  our  intention,  our  wifh  to 
"  anticipate  their  defires,  and  to  eftablifh,  with  all  poffible  fpeed,  that  equality  of  rights 
"  which  ought  to  exift  between  all  men,  and  which  can  alone  render  liberty  fecure.  I 
"  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  the  proprietors  of  fiefs,  and  the  lords  of  manors,  far  from 
"  denying  this  truth,  are  difpofed  to  Sacrifice  their  rights  to  juftice.  They  have  already 
"  renounced  their  privileges,  their  pecuniary  exemptions,  and,  at  this  time,  they  cannot 
«  be  required  to  make  a  fimple  and  unconditional  renunciation  of  their  feudal  rights. 
"  Thofe  rights  are  their  property,  tliey  conftitute  the  whole  fortune  of  many  indivi- 
«  duals  ;  and  equity  forbids  to  exad  the  resignation  of  any  property,  without  granting  a 
"  juft  indemnity. to  the  proprietor  who  facrifices  his  convenience  to  the  public  good. 
"  From  thefe  potent  confiderations,  and  to  convince  the  people  that  you  are  cfficacioufly 
"  employed  in  promoting  their  deareft  interefts,  it  is  my  wifh  that  the  National  Affem- 
"  bly.  fhould  declare  that  taxes  /hall  in  future  be  borne  equally  by  every  clafs  of  citi- 
"  zens,  in  proportion  to  their  incomes,  and  that  all  the  feudal  rights  attached  to  fiefs  and 
"  lordfhips  /hall  be  redeemed  by  the  vaffals  of  thofe  fiefs  and  lordfhips  ;  and  it  is  my 
"  opinion  that  they  ought  to  buy  them  at  thirty  years  purchafe. 

There  is  no  nation  on  the  globe  (o  fufceptible  of  hidden  impreffions,  and  fo  fubjeel  to 
the  moft  impaffioned  emotions,  as  the  French  are,  and  ever  have  been.  Whether  the 
object  of  their  purfuit  be  a  trifle  the  moft  infignificant,  or  a  matter  the  moft  important, 
the  ardour  and  enthufiafm  of  the  moment  always  appear  to  be  the  fame.  It  would  be 
vain,  therefore,  to  attempt  by  defcription  to  convey  any  idea  of  the  tranfports  which  thefe 
Speeches  excited  both  in  the  Affembly  and  in  the  galleries.  The  very  large  poiTeffions  and 
extenfive  royalties  of  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  added  furprifingly  to  the  effe£t,  and  infpired 
every  body  with  a  wifh  to  be  able,  in  forrie  degree,  toemulate  the  <2/>/>rtmzMnagnanimity  of 
his  conduct.  The  contagion  quickly  fpread  through  the  two  orders  of  the  nobles  and 
clergy,  and  the  contention  was  only  which  fhould  be  the  firft  to  offer,  and  which  fhould 
make  the  greateft  facrifices  to  the  public  welfare.  The  commons  feemed  loft  in  admira- 
tion at  this  fudden  and  unexampled  fit  of  patriotifm,  and  frequently  burft  into  loud  and 
involuntary  acclamations  of  praife  and  gratitude  for  the  benefits  which  were  thus  fo  un- 
expectedly and  generoufly  conferred  on  the  people.  This  was  particularly  the  cafe  when 
the  bifhop  of  Chartres,  who  washimfelf  pofTefled  of  very  extenfive  forefts,  propofed  the 
abolition  of  the  exclufive  rights  of  the  chafe;  which,  from  the  extreme  cruelty  of  the 
l.iws  by  which  they  were  protected,  as  well  as  the  mifchief  done  by  the  ftags,  boars,  and 
other  game,  to  the  farmers,  had  ever  been  deemed  a  grievance  of  the  firft  magnitude. 

The 
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The  commons  conduced  themfelves  with  great  art  upon  this  occafion,95  not  fufrering 
their  admiration  to  overcome  their  temper,  or  their  judgment  to  be  funk  in  their  applaufe. 
They  coolly  perceived  all  the  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  the  prefent  fervour,  and  de- 
termined not  to  let  any  of  them  efcape,  but  to  obtain  every  poffible  conceflion  while  it 
Jafted,  well  aware  of  the  change  which  the  cool  confiderationof  a  few  hours  might  produce 
in  many  of  thofe  whofe  enthufiafm  appeared  the  moft  ardent.  The  defign  was  fo  well 
conducted  that  it  was  attended  with  the  fulleft  fuccefs;  and,  ffimulated  by  emulation,  and 
blinded  by  applaufe,  nothing  that  was  demanded  could  be  withholden.  The  conteft  between 
the  nobles  and  the  clergy,  now  feemed  to  be,  who  mould  be  foremoft  in  facrificingthe  rights 
of  chafe,  of  fifhing,  of  warren,  and  of  dove-houfes.  The  parifh-priefls,  feeling  the  gene- 
ral impreflion,  and  eager  to  emulate,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  example  of  their  fupe- 
liors  in  rank  and  fortune,  rufhed  forward  to  make  a  free  offering  of  their  cuflomary  per- 
quifites  ;  while  the  beneficiaries,  difdaining  to  be  left  behind  in  the  race  for  glory  and  po- 
pularity, difclaimed  all  pluralities,  and  bound  themfeves  never  to  hold  more  than  a  fingle 
benefice. 

But  amidft  the  heat  of  enthufiafm,  one  member,  M.  Dupont,  of  Nemours,  caufed 
the  cool  voice  of  rcafon  to  be  heard.  He  took  a  curfory  view  of  the  dreadful  diforders 
■which  prevailed  in  the  kingdom,  which  he  very  juftly  afcribed  to  the  inaclivity  of  all 
the  agents  of  power:  he  demonftrated,  that  no  political  fociety  couldexift  without  laws, 
and  without  tribunals  for  the  fecurity  of  freedom,  the  fafety  of  perfons,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  property:  he  infilled  upon  the  neceffity  of  maintaining  the  laws,  imperfect  as 
they  were,  which  had  for  their  object  the  prefcrvation  of  general  order:  he  reprefented, 
that  the  ancient  tribunals  exifted  both  in  law  and  in  faiSt,  and  muff  exiit  until  they  fhould 
be  legally  fuppreffed  ;  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  to  re- 
form the  legiflation,  until  they  ffiould  have  firft  determined,  by  the  conftitution  itfelf, 
in  what  manner  the  new  laws  fhould  be  propofed,  adopted,  and  executed;  and  that  it 
was  effentially  requifite,  that  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity,  peace,  and  juffice,  through- 


95  M.  le  Guen  de  Kerengalb,  with  a  view,  doubtlefs,  to  ftimulate  the  nobility  to  the  facrifice  of  all  feudal  fervices, 
took,  great  pains  to  reprefent  them  in  the  moft  difgufting  point  of  view:  he  enumerated  all  thofe  exciefctnca  of  the 
ancient  feudal  fyftem,  which  were  beft  calculated  to  excite  horror  and  difguft;  among  others,  he  mentioned  the 
laws  of  certain  cuftoms,  in  which  the  vaffa's  were  liable  to  be  yoked  to  the  cart  of  their  lord,  like  beafts  of  burden ; 
in  fome,  they  were  fubjeft  to  pafs  whole  nights  in  beating  the  ponds,  that  his  reft  might  not  be  difturbed  by  the 
croaking  of  frogs;  in  others  they  were  compelled  to  keep  his  dogs;  in  particular  diftridts,  a  law  was  faid  to  have 
prevailed,  which  authorized  the  lord,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  to  rip  open  the  bellies  of  two  of  his  vaffals,  that 
he  might  refrefh  his  feet  in  their  warm  bowels.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  toobferve  that  thefe  laws  were  fo  obfolete,  that 
we  believe  fcarcely  a  fingle  inftance  of  their  being  enforced  is  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  moft  ancient  hiftorians; 
nor  were  they  by  any  means  peculiar  to  France,  fince  in  moft  countries  where  the  feudal  fyftem  has  prevailed  in  its 
utmeft  1  igour,  for  any  length  of  time,  fimilar  veftiges  of  the  barbarifm  of  the  early  ages  of  fociety  are  to  be  found. 
But  though  it  never  could  be  fuppofed,  for  a  moment,  that /tab  obfolete  laws,  or  rather  cuftoms,  would  ever  be  re- 
vived, ftill,  as  poffible  inftruments  of  mifchief  in  the  hands  of  tyranny,  their  abolition  was  juft  and  proper. 

out 
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out  the  empire,  fhould  relieve  the  National  Affembly  from  all  other  folicitude  but  that 
which  naturally  refulted  from  the  tafkimpofed  upon  it,  of  felecting  and  fixing  the  elements 
of  a  wife  and  durable  conftitution. 

He  therefore  propofed  the  adoption  of  a  declaration,  that  every  citizen  was  bound  to 
obey  the  laws,  and  to  refpecT:  the  liberty,  fafety,  and  property  of  his  fellow-citizens;  that 
the  tribunals  ought  inceffantly  to  aft,  in  order  to  enforce  the  execution  of  thofe  laws, 
which  enjoined,  as  did  alfo  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the  city  militia  and  all  mili- 
tary corps  to  ftand  forward  in  promoting  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order  and  peace,  and 
in  affording  protection  to  perfonsand  property,  asoften  as  they  fhould  be  called  upon  for 
that  purpofe,  by  the  municipalities  and  the  civil  magiftrates. 

To  crown,  as  it  were,  the  events  of  this  memorable  night,  the  deputies  of  the  Pais 
d'Etat,  with  thofe  of  feveral  privileged  towns,  advanced  in  fucceffion,  and  offered  up  the 
facrifice  of  their  ancient  rights  and  charters,  at  the  fame  time  expreffing  their  defire, 
that  there  fhould  be  no  more  provinces,  that  there  fhould  be  but  one  fole  nation,  one 
fole  family,  one  fole  empire. 

In  the  higheft  excefs  of  the  joy  and  enthufiafm,  which  obtained  in  the  affembly,  both 
werefuddenly  checked  by  the  ill-timed  avidity  of  a  member  of  the  commons,  who  pro- 
pofed the  total  abolition  of  all  manorial  jurifdi&ions.  As  this  by  no  means  came  with- 
in the  line  of  intended  conceffion,  it  could  not  but  occafion  a  fhort  paufe  ;  the  nobility, 
however,  agreed  to  thepropofal  with  a  tolerable  grace:  but  one  of  them  inftantly  return- 
ed the  favour  by  moving,  that  juftice  fhould,  for  the  future,  be,  in  all  cafes,  adminiftered 
gratuitoufly,  and  that  judicial  offices  fhould  no  longerbe  venal — a^motion  calculated  to  cut 
off  the  commons  from  almoft  the  only  means  they  pofiefled  of  being  ever  ennobled. 
That  body,  however,  difdained  to  be  outdone  even  in  the  appearances  of  patriotifm ;  and 
the  motion  was  accordingly  received  and  confirmed  with  the  flrongeft  marks  of  approba- 
tion. 

This  circumftance  undoubtedly  contributed  to  give  rife  to  an  opinion,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  fome,  that  the  bufinefs  of  this  celebrated  night  was  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  a  game  of  crofs-purpofes,  played  by  the  contending  parties;  that  the  facrifices  made 
were  moftly  dictated  by  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  when  one  party,  incenfed  by  the  lofTes  it 
had  been  made  to  fuffer,  propofed  to  the  other  a£ts  of  generofity  by  way  of  punifhment ; 
and  that  they  mutually  dared  each  other  to  conceffions,  of  which  thofe  who  fuggefted 
them  expected  to  enjoy  the  honour,  without  feeling  the  inconveniencies* sS 

T  t  What- 

'6  This  opinion  appears  to  us  to  be  more  refined  than  juft ;  ftill,  though  there  be  an  appearance  of  iliiberality  in 
afcribing  generous  actions  to  bad  motives,  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  one  of  the  principal  ac- 
tors 
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Whatever  may  bethejufticc  of  fuch  an  opinion,  thus  much  is  certain;  that  many- 
things  were  done  that  night,  in  the  heat  of  enthuflafm,  which  were  afterwards,  upon 
cool  recollection,  forely  regretted;  and  it  is  pofitively  afTerted,  that  feveral  of  the  nobi- 
lity, who  had  from  the  beginning  been  eminent  for  their  patriotifm,  and  for  the  fhare  they 
had  taken  in  forwarding  a  reform  of  the  old  government,  were,  notwithstanding,  fo 
much  difgufled  by  the  proceedings  of  this  night,  that  they  immediately  abandoned  the 
popular  fide  and  party,  and  ranked  from  thence  among  the  moft  determined  ariftocrats. 

The  aflembly,  however,  confidering  this  as  a  complete  regeneration  of  France,  decreed 
that  a  medal  fhould  be  ftricken,  in  order  to  immortalize  the  acts  of  that  great  and  glorious 
night,  as  they  termed  it;  and,  tranfported  by  the  warmth  of  their  paflions,  and  theeager- 
nefs  of  their  zeal,  they  conferred  upon  the  king  the  flattering  and  glorious,  but  fhort- 
lived  title  of  Rejiorer  of  French  Liberty;  and  ordered  a  deputation  to  prefent  him  with  the 
decrees,  together  with  the  homage  of  his  regenerated  kingdom,  and  to  addrefs  him  by  his 
new  title.  When  Chapelier,  the  prefident,  and  the  deputation,  had  addrefled  the  king, 
he  concluded  his  anfwer  to  them  with  the  following  words:  "  Let  us  go  and  return  thanks 
"  to  God,  for  the  generous  fentiments  which  prevail  in  your  aflembly."  A  folemn 
Te  Deum  was  accordingly  celebrated,  and  attended  by  the  whole  aflembly,  Chapelier 
(the  leader  and  founder  of  the  famous  Breton  club,  fo  inveterately  hoftile  to  monarchy) 
walking,  as  prefident,  though  a  commoner,  by  the  fide  of  the  king  ;  and  thus,  in  the 
opinion  of  M.  Rabaud  dc  Saint  Etienne,  properly  fupporting  the  majefty  of  the  people. 
It  is  likewife  obferved,  by  the  fame  writer,  that  this  was  the  firft  benediction  of  religion 
over  the  birth  of  liberty. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  liberal  conduct  of  the  clergy,  on  this  memorable  occafion, 
failed  to  procure,  either  from  the  nobles  or  commons,  thofe  acknowledgments  which  they 
moil  richly  deferved.  On  the"  contrary,  there  were  ftrong  indications,  both  then  and 
after,  that  they  were  deflined  to  be  forfaken  by  both  parties  ;  and  all  the  good-humour 
and  harmonv  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft  was  wound  up  by  a  motion,  fucceeded  by  a  long 
and  earnefl  debate,  for  the  fuppreffion  of  their  tithes. 

This  debate  was  refumed  on  the  next  day,  and  continued  on  the  fucceeding,  and  the 
motion  oppofed  with  great  vigour.  The  celebrated  Abbe  Sieyes,  with  all  his  abftradr.  no- 
tor:,  in  this  fcene,  was  rather  fwayed  by  party,  than  influenced  by  patriotifm,  in  the  Sacrifices  he  made;  and  that  the 
apparent  magnanimity  of  his  conduct  may  fairly  be  imputed  to  his  attachment  to  the  Orleans  faftion,  which  would 
naturally  lead  him  to  diminish,  as  much  as  poflible,  that  influence  and  power  of  the  nobles,  which  would  infallibly 
lie  exerted  to  protect  their  fovereign  from  the  infidious  plans  and  wicked  machinations  of  a  faction  that  manifeftly 
fought  his  deftru&ion.  Our  opinion  on  thisfubject  isfounded  on  the  fubfequent conduft  of  theduke  d'Aiguillon,  to 
which  we  mail  hereafter  have  occafion  to  advert. — The  Abbe  Sabatier  tells  us,  that  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  Asguft 
was  by  the  nofcles  called,  the  night  of  the  faoifica,  but,  by  the  commons,  it  was  termed,  the  night  of  the  dufes.  Journal. 
Polit.  Tom.  2,  p,  25. 
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tions  of  government,  was  ftill  a  firm  adherent  to  the  rights  of  thechurch,  at  leaf!:  inthofe 
things  that  related  to  her  eftablifhment  and  independence;  and  he  oppofed  this  violent 
invafion  of  both  with  equal  ardour  and  ability.  He  had  not  been  prefent  at  the  firft 
debate,  but,  apprized  of  the  intention  tofeize  the  tithes  without  an  indemnification,  he 
rapidly  compofed  an  elaborate  difcourfe,  which  he  carried  to  thea/Tembly  *7,  replete  with 
found  argument,  but  not  more  argumentative  than  acrimonious,  ftrongly  urging  the  vio- 
lence, oppreflion,  and  injuftice,  of  the  propofed  meafures,  as  well  as  the  infecurity  and 
danger  to  which  the  precedent  would  expofe  all  other  property ;  and  infifting,  that  the 
caufe  he  was  fupporting  was  not  merely  that  of  the  church,  but  of  all  property  what- 
ever. The  abbe,  who  was  ufually  collected  and  compofed,  upon  this  occaflon  afcended 
the  tribune  in  great  and  vifible  wrath  ;  but  this  only  ferved  to  encreafe  the  animation  and 
vehemence  with  which  he  urged  his  arguments.  He  demonftrated,  with  great  perfpi- 
cuity  and  legal  accuracy,  that  the  tithes  were  not  a  tax  impofed  by  the  nation,  but  a 
rent-charge  laid  upon  their  eftates  by  the  original  proprietors  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
church  ;  that  the  actual  proprietors  had  purchafed  their  eftates  fubject  to  this  rent- 
charge  ;  and  that  the  legiflature  had  no  authority  to  transfer  this,  which  was  a  real 
property,  from  the  hands  of  the  clergy  to  the  landholders,  who  had  no  legitimate  nor  ap- 
parent claim  to  it.  He  concluded  a  very  forcible  fpeech,  by  boldly  telling  the  Affembly, 
that  "  They  w'tjhed  to  be  free ;  but  knew  not  how  to  bejujl  9V 

Though  the  abbe  had  been  no  fmall  favourite  with  the  AfTembly,  and  his  fpeeches, 
upon  other  occafions,  commanded  particular  attention,  yet  his  arguments  now,  inftead  of 
producing  effect,  or  conviction,  were  heard  with  the  utmoft  impatience,  and  with  marks 
of  difapprobation  which  amounted  even  to  interruption,  both  by  the  nobility  and  the 
commons.  Whether  his  reafons  were  fo  ftrongly  founded,  or  not,  as  to  afford  no  room 
for  controverting  them,  it  is  certain  that  the  conduct  obferved  by  the  other  fide  gave  no 
little  fanction  to  the  affirmative  opinion,  not  the  fmalleff.  attempt  being  made  to  refute, 
or  even  to  anfwer,  any  one  of  his  pofitions9*. 

Tt  2  It 


»7  Itmuftbe  obferved,  that  it  was  the  general  mode  adopted  in  the  affembly,  for  the  members  to  write  their 
fpeeches  at  home,  and  to  read  them  in  their  places,  there  being  as  yet  very  few — not  more  than  half  a  dozen,  it  is 
laid,  in  the  wh»le — who  were  capable  of  delivering  their  fentimeiits  in  an  .extempore  public  fpeech. 

9*  &>u'ils  voulaient  etre  Ubres,  et  qu'ih  ne favaient  fas  etre 'jujla.  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  20. — Memoire  de 
M.  le  Comte  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  1 14. 

99  The  abbe  Sabatier  gives  this  account  of  the  bufinefs : — "  In  vain  did  the  abbe  Sieyes,  idol  of  the  Palais-tRoyat, 
"  and  firft  afoftle  of  democracy,  afcend  the  tribune,  to  defend  the  property  of  thechurch  ;  in  vain  did  he  cry  out  to  the 
"  demagogues,  that  "  they  wifhed  to  be  free,  but  knew  not  how  to  be  juft  ;"  he  confumed  himfelf,  to  no  purpofe, 
"  in  the  midft  of  the  fires  which  he  himfelf  had  raifed  ;  and  he  loft  at  once  his  caufe  and  his  popularity.  Men 
"  afked  each  other  how  he,  who  had,  in  his  firft  publications,  demolilhed  the  foundations  of  all  property,  could 
**  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  making  the  Affembly  refpecT:  the  property  of  the  clergy.  In  the  accents  of 
"  truth  which  he  uttered  they  faw  but  the  cries  of  intereft ;   they  oppofed  him  with  his  own  arguments ;   and  the 

"  people 
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It  inuft  be  obi'ervcd,  that,  through  the  unexampled  precipitation  which  marked  the 
proceedings  of  the  night  of  the  fourth,  fixteen  reSolutions  of  the  higheft  importance 
being  pafTed  in  a  few  hours,  mod:  of  which,  fingly,  would  require  the  cool  deliberation 
of  more  than  a  day,  affiled  by  much  knowledge  and  judgment,  for  its  due  determina- 
tion ;  as  well  as  from  the  continual  disarrangement  of  thought,  occafioned  by  the  ge- 
neral clamour  and  acclamation,  it  became  extremely  difficult  for  the  mod  comprehenfive 
mind  to  catch  the  nature  or  object  of  the  Subjects  which  were  unexpectedly  introduced, 
and  hurried  through,  with  little  difcuffionor  explanation.  The  clergy  were  represented 
by  fome  as  having  been  in  this  State  of  blindnefs  or  ignorance,  when  the  queftion  in 
•which  they  were  fo  deeply  interested,  relative  to  tithes,  was,  on  that  night,  brought  for- 
ward. They  had  generally  conceived,  and  from  the  proces-verbal  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  night,  digefled  by  M.  Fretau,  it  appears  their  conceptions  were  perfectly  well- 
founded,  that  they  were  to  receive  a  juft,  or,  at  leaft,  a  reaSonable  pecuniary  compensa- 
tion, an  idea  which  afforded  the  higheft  gratification  to  them,  as  they  would  thereby  be 
releaSed  from  that  odious  neceffity  of  taking  tithes  in  kind,  which,  above  all  things, 
they  w idied  to  be  exonerated  from,  and  for  that  purpofe  would  willingly  have  Submitted 
to  no  fmall  Subtraction  from  their  value  on  the  Suppofition  of  a  commutation. 

But  when  they  found  it  was  the  intention  to  defpoil  them  oS  their  only  means  of  liv- 
ing, and  that  they  were  deftined  to  look  Sor  Some  undefined  compensation,  which  was  to 
depend  entirely  upon  the  future  degree  of  benevolence  that  might  happen  to  operate 
upon  the  nation  or  affembly,  nothing  could  exceed  their  SenSc  oS  the  wrong,  or  their 
indignation  at  the  injury:  nor  did  the  contemptuous  treatment  which  the  abbe  Sieyes 
had  juft  experienced,  nor  the  clamour  which  was  oppoSed  to  their  own  arguments  and 
remonftrances,  nor  even  the  galling  ridicule  which  occafionally  intervened,  and  would 
pnfsa  Subject — to,  them  much  too  Serious  for  merriment — oSF  as  a  jeft,  at  all  deter  them 
from  contending  rigorouily  for  their  rights,  and  firmly  defending  their  daily  bread.  It 
was  upon  this  occafion  that  one  oS  the  country  vicars,  in  the  bitterneSs  of  his  heart,  ad- 
dreffed  himfelS  to  the  commons  ;  and  calling  out  with  the  higheSt  and  moft  marked  in- 
dignation, afked — "  Was  it  then  to  devour  us,  that  you  invited  us  to  join  you  in  the 
**  name  of  the  God  of  Peace100 P'*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  fenfe  of  their  own  con- 
duct in  abandoning  the  nobility,  with  a  recollection  of  the  means  ufed  to  draw  them 
to  that  meafure,  and  a  galling  comparison   between   the  Sraternal  embraces,   together 


"  people,.aftoni?hed  that  after  having  advifed  the  maffacre  of  the  flock  he  fhould  wifh  to  preferve  the  fleece,  com- 
'"  ptlied  all  wife  men  to  acknowledge,  that  the  abbe  Sieyes  either  reafoned  ill  in  the  tribune,  or  had  reafoned  ill  in 
M  his  works.  So  that  he  deceived  two  parties  at  the  fame  time  : — the  clergy,  who  had,  at  firft,  only  found  in  him 
"  aphilofopher  under  the  habit  of  a  prieft;  and  the  Palais-Royal,  who  only  faw  a  prieft  under  the  cloak  of  a  philo- 
"  fopher."— Journal  ToJitifue-NatiotuI  des  Etats  Gcneraux,  et  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn,  ii,  p.  20,  21. 

ico  Memoire  de  M.  le  Comte  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  \  14. 

with 
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with  the  flattering  title  which  they  had  fo  lately  received,  and  the  immediate  ingratitude 
of  thofe  very  members  by  whom  they  had  been  fo  highly  commended  and  carefled.and  to 
whom  they  had  in  reality  done  fuch  effential  fervice,  muft  altogether  have  ferved  to  em- 
bitter the  prefent  fcene  in  the  greateft  degree. 

The  debate,  if  a  continued  fcene  of  tumult,  noife,  and  confufion,  might  be  allowed 
to  ufurp  that  name,  was  continued  through  the  whole  day.  In  vain  did  a  number  of  the 
deputies,  who  wifhed  to  put  an  end  to  fo  tirefome  a  difcuffion,by  that  fhort  mode  of  cie- 
cifion  which  conhfted  only  in  the  counting  of  heads,  and  in  which  they  were  certain  of 
a  majority  of  two  or  three  to  one,  call  loudly  and  repeatedly  for  thequeftion.  The  dis- 
order was  too  great,  and  the  paffions  on  both  fides  were  too  much  inflamed,  to  admit  of 
the  coolnefs  and  regularity  neceffary  even  for  a  divifion  ;  fo  that  the  bufinefs  was,  by 
common  confent,  adjourned  to  the  following  day. 

The  popular  writers  not  only  acknowledge,  but  feem  to  mention  it  as  an  inftance  of 
the  activity  and  ability  of  the  leaders  on  their  fide,  that  the  night  of  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gufi,  which  was  that  immediately  fucceeding  the  debate  on  tithes,  was  by  no  means  idly 
nor  ineffectively  fpent.  Every  engine  was  fet  to  work  to  overcome  the  ohftinacy,  or  to 
mollify  the  minds  of  the  clergy.  Hope,  terror,  and  flattery,  were  alternately  tried,  and 
each  in  its  turn  found  a  foil  fit  for  its  reception,  and,  accordingly,  produced  its  proper 
effect.  The  object  in  view  was  to  obtain  from  themfelves  a  formal,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  an  apparently  voluntary  furrender  of  tithes.  In  fact,  the  clergy  could  not  but  fee. 
that  the  union  of  the  nobles  and  commons  againft  them  muft  of  neceffity  render  ali 
their  efforts  abortive  ;  and  it  required  no  great  trouble  to  determine,  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  fubmit  with  a  good  grace  to  an  inevitable  evil,  than  by  a  vain,  and,  what  would 
be  deemed,  a  pertinacious  refinance,  to  exafperate  that  power  on  which  they  were  ftill 
deftined  to  rely  for  fupport  and  protection. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  and  under  thefe  and  fimilar  iinpreflions,  the  point  was  gained 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night ;  and,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fitting  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  furrendertd  all  the  tithes  of 
the  church  into  the  hands  of  the  nation  ;  ■accompanying  the  furrender  with  the  follow- 
ing fhort  fpeech  :  "  Let  the  gofyel  be  preached  ;  let  divine  worfhip  be  celebrated  with. 
"  decency  and  dignity ;  let  the  church  be  provided  with  virtuous  and  zealous  paftors  ; 
"  let  the  poor  amongft  the  people  be  fuccoured.  This  is  the  deftination  of  our  riches  j. 
**  thefe  are  the  objects  of  our  miniilry,  and  of  our  wifhes  :  we  truft  ourfelves,  without 
44  referve,  to  a  juft  and  generous  nation."  This  facrifice  was  received  with  an  affccled 
acclamation  of  applaufe,  as  if  any  one  could  be  perfuaded  that  it  was  a  free  and  volun- 
tary gift,  and  not  the  effect  of  compulfion.  It  was  not  an  incurious  circumfbnee  to 
obferve  the  fudden  change  which  took  place  in  the  countenance  and  manner  of  the  Af~ 
fembly.     That  body,  fo  agitated,  fo  noify,  fo  tumultuous  and  violent  on  the  preceding 

day 
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day  and  night,  was  now  fo  calm,  fo  tranquil  and  placid,  that  it  was  difficult  to  fuppofe  it 
compofed  of  the  fame  men. — By  the  decree,  which  provided  for  the  abolition  of  tithes, 
with  a  view  to  a/lift  the  finances  of  the  country,  the  National  Affembly  loft  an  income 
of  feventy  millions  (near  three  millions  fterling)  the  produce  of  the  ecclefiaftical  tithes; 
while  the  public  treafure  remained  charged  with  the  fupport  of  the  clergy  ;  and  the  clafs 
of  rich  proprietaries,  who  had  never  been  thought  of  during  the  difcuffion,  gained  in  part 
what  was  loft  to  the  church  '. 

In  the  fame  fitting  of  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  while  the  Affembly  was  employed  in  re- 
ducing into  the  form  of  decrees  the  hafty  refolutions  of  the  fourth,  M.  Mounier  obfer- 
ved,  that  if  the  redemption  of  feignorial  rights  were  juft  and  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  abolifh,  without  an  indemnification,  thofe  feudal  rights  and  duties,  which 
reprefented  the  lights  of  main-morte  and  perfonal  fervice.  Such  a  meafure,  he  con* 
ceived,  was  calculated  to  give  birth  to  numberlefs  law-fuits,  and  to  invade  the  facred 
rights  of  property,  which  his  inftrmTtions  ordered  him  to  defend.  But  when  he  attempt- 
ed to  afcend  the  tribune,  he  was  prevented  from  proceeding  by  the  indecent  clamours  of 
the  Affembly,  who  feemed  to  dread  the  effects  of  calm  deliberation  and  cool  difcuffion. 
M.  Mounier  told  the  prefident,  that  it  would  be  a  fufficient  juftification  for  him  to  his 
conftituents,  if  he  could  prove  to  them  that  he  had  exerted  his  utmoft  efforts  to  fulful 
their  inftru&ions ;  for  which  purpofe  he  requefted,  that  the  Affembly  would  either  hear 
him,  or  formally  declare  that  they  would  not  hear  him.  At  length,  the  majority, 
afhamed,  probably,  of  the  proceeding,  fuffered  him  to  fpeak.  He  accordingly  began  by 
expreffing  his  fatisfadlion  at  the  redemption  of  the  feignorial  rights  ;  but  he  obferved, 
that,  in  order  to  eftablifh  on  a  foliil  bafis  the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  not  the  finalleft  de- 
viation from  the  rules  of  juftice  fhould  be  tolerated  ;  that,  hitherto,  prefcription  had, 
for  the  peace  of  fociety,  been  deemed  a  legitimate  means  of  acquifition;  that,  if  a  man 
had  been  poffeffed  of  quit-rents  charged  upon  eftates,  for  more  than  a  century,  whatever 
might  be  the  origin  of  thefe  rents,  they  had  indifputably  become  the  patrimony  of  his 
family  ;  that,  in  fucceffions  and  acquifitions,  the  value  of  eftates,  fo  charged,  had  ever 
been  calculated  according  to  the  income  it  produced  when  the  quit-rents  were  deducted; 
that  perfonal  fervice  having  beeivalmoft  general  throughout  Europe,  and  iheferfs  having 
been  attached  to  the  foil,  which  often  belonged  exclufively  to  the  lord,  many  franchife- 
ments  had  taken  place,  where  perfonal  fervice  had  been  commuted  for  quit-rents;  and 
that  no  inconvenience  could  poffibly  arife  from  declaring  all  fuch  rents,  charged  upon 
eftates,  redeemable;  without  which,  many  families  would  be  expofed  to  ruin.  But  thefe 
obfervations,  juft  and  reafonable  as  they  were,  had  no  effeft  on  the  Affembly,  who  re- 
jected his  demand  \ 


1  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  to. 
2  Expofe  de  laConduite  de  M.  Mounier,  dans  l'Aflemblee  Nationale,  p.  31,  33. 
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Though  many  of  the  decrees  framed  in  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  the  fourth 
of  Auguft  were  highly  falutary  and  juft,  yet  the  proceedings  altogether  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a  change  fo  important  in  the  internal  polity  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  may,  per- 
haps, be  a  matter  of  doubt  whether,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  having 
a  beneficial  tendency,  or  as  producing  an  effect  of  a  contrary  nature.  That  the  mem- 
bers had  greatly  exceeded  their  powers,  is  a  fa£t  not  to  be  controverted  ;  and  that  the  fpirit 
of  annihilation  was  carried  too  far,  feems  equally  certain  ;  neither  the  wifdom  nor  the 
patriotifm  of  defiroying  the  rights  which  conftituted  the  condition  by  which  certain 
provinces  were  annexed  to  the  crown,  is  fo  confpicuous  as  the  Affembly  feem  to 
have  imagined;  and  the  propriety  of  aboliftiing  the  provincial  ftates  nay  alfo  admit  of 
confiderable  doubt.  All  the  ancient  fyftems  of  theology  and  the  fchools,  together  with 
the  canon,  political,  and  ecclefuftical  bodies  of  law,  were  fwept  away  like  cobwebs;  as 
were,  with  ftill  greater  eafe,  all  the  claims  or  fuppofed  rights  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and 
all  fees  or  taxes  paid  for  it  were  for  ever  abolifhed  3.  In  a  word,  every  thing  changed  its 
ancient  form  and  afpect. 

In  the  mode,  too,  of  effecting  this  change,  more  zeal  than  wifdom  was  certainly  dif- 
played  ;  for  fo  intent  were  the  affembly  on  the  reformation  of  abufes,  that  they  did  not 
fray  to  adopt  thofe  previous  regulations  which  are  ever  neceffary  in  the  abolition  of  an- 
cient cuftoms,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  prejudices.  We  are  apt  to  behold  the  works  of 
our  anceftors  with  a  degree  of  reverence  which  renders  us  blind  to  their  imperfections; 
hence  we  fhudder  at  the  daring  hand  of  innovation,  when  it  endeavours  to  demoiifh  the. 
beloved  fabrics,  ere  the  perfuafive  tongue  of  reafon  has  attempted  to  convince  us  of  their 
defects.  Befides,  the  fuppreflion  of  rights,  enjoyed  by  our  anceftors,  and  by  them  tranf- 
mitred  to  ourfelves,  wears  an  appearance  of  tyranny  which  difgufts  and  alarms,  unlefs 
we  are  given  to  expect  fome  fuitable  recompence,  or  are  taught,  by  argument,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  facrifice. 

It  has  alfo  been  obferved  too,  by  men  of  fhrewd  obfervation,  that  however  brilliant 
the  generous  enthufiafm  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft  appeared,  and  whatever  honour  the 
grcateft  facrifices  made  by  the  nobility  and  clergy  to  the  people  conferred  on  the  parties, 
yet  that  this  new  method  of  haftily  paffing  the  moft  important  laws  by  acclamation, 
was  fraught  with  much  inconvenience  and  evil ;  that  it  took  away  from  that  refpect, 
from  that  opinion  of  wifdom,  which  ever  fhould  attend  the  proceedings  of  a  great  deli- 
berative affembly  ;  more  particularly  the  prefent,  engaged  as  it  was  in  the  moft.  arduous 
tafk,  which  any  fimilar  body  of  men  had  ever  aJJ'umed  to  thenifelves,  that  of  correcting 
all  the  abufes  accumulated  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  feries  of  paft  ages,  and  of  framing  a 

3  By  the  fuppreflion  of  annates  it  was  expefteJ  to  diminilh  thtppe's  annual  income,  to  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoui'and  pounds  flerling, 

new 
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new  and  perfect  conftitution  for  the  government  of  a  great  and  powerful  empire,  as  if  it 
had  now  been  only  commencing  its  exiftence.  They  maintained,  that  one  cfTential  law 
coolly  palTcd  in  favour  of  the  people,  marked  with  its  proper  charadteriilics  of  due  deli- 
beration, difcuffion,  and  enquiry,  would  have  produced  better  effects  upon  their  temper 
and  difpofition,  and  infpircd  them  with  higher  fentiments  of  gratitude,  than  the  whole 
bundle  of  laws  thus  precipitately  hurried  through  by  the  voice  of  clamour  and  acclama- 
tion. That  fuch  a  torrent  of  benefits  pouring  upon  them  at  once  was  more  calculated 
to  turn  their  heads,  to  loofen  all  the  bands  of  fubordination,  to  eradicate  every  fenfe  of 
their  refpective  duties,  and  to  indifpofe  them  to  every  form  of  government  whatever, 
than  to  render  them  good  citizens,  and  ufeful  members  of  fociety  in  their  proper  fphere 
of  life.  That  thefe  laws  mould  have  been  promulgated,  and  thefe  benefits  imparted, 
gradually,  to  give  them  proper  effect,  and  thereby  to  render  them  ufeful ;  but  that,  in 
the  prefent  ill-chofen  feafon  of  paffing  the  one,  and  no  lefs  ill-judged  mode  of  difpenfing 
the  other,  the  people  muft  certainly  afcribe  them  either  to  a  fudden  paroxyfm  of  fear  or 
madnefs;  and  that,  under  this  impreffion,  their  gratitude  on  the  one  hand,  and  all  the 
good  effects  which  were  hoped  to  proceed  from  thefe  prodigious  conceffions,  on  the  other, 
would  be  equally  fuperfeded.  They  farther  infilled,  that,  independently  of  all  extrinfic 
confiderations,  fo  important  and  fo  intricate  a  body  of  laws,  which  went  to  change  the 
whole  law  and  policy  of  the  nation,  to  difarrange  or  difpofe  of  near  half  its  property, 
and  to  draw  eternal  lines  of  demarcation  between  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  the  great  and  the  fmall,  required,  whether  with  regard  to  their  liability,  or  to 
the  character  of  the  legiflators,  that  none  of  them  feparately,  much  lefs  the  whole,  mould 
have  beeit  palled,  without  deep  thought,  calm  deliberation,  long  difcuffion,  clofe  enquiry 
into  facts  and  confequences,  and  a  vigorous  exertion  of  human  forefight  in  looking  to 
poffible  or  probable  effects. 

The  event  was  fuch  as  might  naturally  have  been  expected  :  the  nobility  and  clergy  in 
the  provinces,  feeling  no  part  of  that  enthufiafm  which  operated  on  their  brethren  upon 
the  fourth  of  Auguft,  and  being,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  higheft  degree,  irritated  by  the 
devaluation  and  ruin  which  they  were  enduring,  were  much  difTatisfied  with,  and  very 
generally  condemned  the  conduct  of  their  delegates,  in  exceeding  the  powers  contained 
in  their  mandates,  by  thus  haftily  facrificing  their  rights  and  property,  without  their  con- 
currence, and  without  obtaining  the  fmalleft  fecurity,  either  prefent  or  future,  for  their 
perfons,  or  for  whatever  ftill  remained  of  their  pofTeffions.  On  the  other  hand,  the  illi- 
terate peafantry,  having  received  only  very  imperfect  accounts,  and  forming  very  con- 
fufed  ideas  of  what  had  pafled  in  the  AfTembly,  yet  the  mixture  of  truth  and  falfhood 
which  leached  them,  that  the  feudal  fyftem  was  entirely  overthrown  ;  all  privileges  and 
diftinctions  between  men  for  ever  abolilhed;  that  all  open  lands  were  the  property  of 
the  nation  (by  which  they  underflood  them/elves)  with  that  addition,  which  was  received 
more  greedily  than  any  other,  that  no  rents  were  in  future  to  be  paid;  thefe  things,  they 

thought, 
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thought,  not  only  afforded  a  full  juftification  cf  their  part  violence,  but  fufficient  autho- 
rity for  its  continuance  ;  nor  is  it  much  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  fliould  confider  thefe 
fudden  and  extraordinary  benefits  as  the  effect  of  their  own  outrages.  Under  this  per- 
fuafion  the  people,  who,  it  was  maintained  by  one  party  in  the  Affembly,  would  be  ap- 
peafed  by  thefe  numerous  facrifices,  and  for  whofe  future  good  behaviour  the  count  de 
Caftellane,  the  vifcount  de  Noailles,  and  the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  pledged  themfelves,  be- 
came more  infatiate  in  their  demands,  and  ferocious  in  their  actions  :— The  prefent  epoch 
being  diftinguifhed  by  more  conflagrations  of  gentlemen's  feats,  and  the  commiffion  of 
more  murders  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  Affembly  abolifhed  a  part  of  the  feudal 
rights,  the  people  fet  fire  to  all  the  archives  and  title-deeds ;  the  Affembly  effaced  the 
diftindVtons  of  birth,  and  the  people  maffacred  the  nobles ;  the  Affembly  decreed  the 
deftrucYion  of  pecuniary  privileges,  and  the  equal  diftribution  of  impofts,  and  the  people 
refufed  to  pay  any  impofts  at  all  4.  So  that  the  people,  armed  with  the  executive  power, 
have  invariably  exceeded  the  decrees  of  the  Affembly ;  and  have  inceffantly  decided,  by 
faft,  what  the  Affembly  have  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  by  law  ; — thus,  the  people  foon 
began  to  confider  the  Affembly  as  timid  and  contemptible  ;  and  to  pay  no  more  atten- 
tion to  their  decrees,  than  to  the  king's  orders. 

Some  fevere  laws  were,  indeed,  paffed  at  the  inftigation  of  M.  Dupont,  member  for 
Nemours,  (  who  fcarcely  fuffered  a  day  to  pafs  without  renewing  his  efforts  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  until  he  accomplished  his  object)  for  fuppreffing  the  diforders,  and  punifhing  the 
offenders ;  but  they,  not  being  fupported  with  vigour,  and  no  proper  force  affigned  for  . 
carrying  them  into  execution,  produced  but  little  effecT: s.  The  proprietaries,  however, 
at  length,  whofe  fupinenefs  hitherto  had  been  a  matter  of  general  aftonifhment,  took  up 
arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  checked  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  peafantry.  To  this 
late  difcovered  vigour  on  their  fide  Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne  attributes  the  falvation  of 
France  ;  for  he  obferves,  that  that  clafs  of  men  who  had  nothing  to  lofe,  and  every  thing 
to  gain,  in  the  confufion  of  revolutions,  was  thereby  deterred  from  affembling6. 

As  an  appearance  of  fome  tranquillity  and  good  temper  now  prevailed  in  the  court  and 
Affembly,  the  king  ventured  to  appoint  a  new  miniftry.  The  great  feal  was  given  to 
the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  ;  the  nomination  of  beneficesto  the  archbifhop  of  Vienne  ; 
the  war  department  was  committed  to  M,  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  ;  while  the  counts  de  Saint 

4  Journal  Politique,  p.  24. 
'  The  difficulty  of  fuppreffing  diforders  was,  of  courfe,  considerably  enhanced,  by  the  injudicious  abolition  of 
feignonal  tribunals,  previous  to  the  institution  of  other  courts,  for  the  fpeedy  adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  hafty 
fuppreffion  of  the  rights  of  the  chafe  afforded  a  pretext  for  the  moft  ferious  outrages ;  the  game  became  a  common 
prey;  and,  in  the  purfuit,  even  the  extreme  neceffities  of  the  kingdom  were  difregarded,  as  the  ftanding  corn  was 
trodden  down  and  deftroyed, 

6  Englifh  tranflation,  p.  106. 

U  u  Pricft 


J22  KKIGN     OF  ['/Sp. 

Priefl  and  f!e  Montmorin,  who  had  been  recalled  with  Ncckar,  were  reinflatcd  in  tin  ir 
former  offices.  The  three  former  were  members  of  the  Affembly,  but  they  forbore  to  fit 
or  vote  there  after  their  appointment.  The  Affembly  exprefild  great  fatisfadTiott  at  the 
choice    of   thofe  miniiters,   which   the   king  had   immediately  communicated   to   them 

by  letter. 

It  happened,  unfortunately,  that  the  fame  evil,  which  had  already  proved  fo  fatal  to 
the  king  and  to  his  adminiftrations,  Rill  continued  to  prefs  upon  the  executive  govern- 
ment with  greater  weight  than  it  ever  had  done  before.  The  payment  of  the  taxes — ow- 
ing, chiefly,  to  the  injudicious  declaration  of  the  AiTemblv  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  exit- 
ing imports — being  generally  refufed  or  evaded  in  mod  parts  of  the  kingdom,  there  was 
no  money  to  fupport  government,  or  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs.  In  this  ftate  of  things 
the  new  miniiters  demanded  an  audience  of  the  Affembly,  when  the  archbifhop  of  Bour- 
deaux — as  keeper  of  the  feals — addreffed  them  in  the  following  terms: 

"  While  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  happy  in  their  confidence  in  the  fovereign, 
"  and  in  his  paternal  reliance  on  their  affection,  are  employed  in  eftablifhing,  on  a  pcr- 
**  manent  bafis,  the  felicity  of  the  country — That  country  is  agitated  and  convulfed,  and 
**  an  univerfal  confternation  prevails. 

••  Whether  refentment  of  the  various  abates  which  the  king  wifhes  to  have  reformed, 
"  and  which  you  defire  to  profcribe  for  ever,  has  led  the  people  aft  ray ;  whether  the 
"  annunciation  of  an  univerfal  regeneration  has  fhaken  the  different  powers  on  which 
**  depends  the  exiftence  of  focial  order;  whether  paflions  hoftile  to  our  felicity  have 
"  fhed  their  malignant  influence  over  the  empire;  or  whether  from  any  other  caufe  ; 
**  the  truth  is,  gentlemen,  that  the  public  order  and  tranquillity  are  difturbed  in  al- 
•'  moft  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

"  You  well  know,  gentlemen,  that  all  property  is  violated  in  the  provinces  ;  the 
••  hands  of  incendiaries  have  ravaged  the  habitations  of  the  citizens  ;  the  forms  of  juf- 
**  tice  are  laid  afide,  and  acts  of  violence  and  profcriptions  fubftituted  in  their  place. 
'«  In  fome  parts  the  very. crops  on  the  ground  have  been  threatened  with  deftrudtion,. 
**  and  even  the  hopes  of  the  people  nipped  in  the  bud.  Wherever  depredations  have 
■*  failed  of  their  effect,  terror  and  alarm  have  been  induftrioufly  diffeminated.  Licen- 
"  tioufnejs  remains  without  rejlraint ;  the  laws  without  force;  the  tribunals  without  aclivity  : 
**  defolation  has  fpread  over  a  part  of  France,  and  terror  has  feized  the  whole.  Commerce 
*'  and  indujlry  are  fufpended ;  and  the  afylums  of  piety  can  no  longer  afford  protection  againfl 
**■  the  murderous  attempts  of  ajjaj/ins," 

After  this  dreadful  reprefentation  of  the  unpunifhed1  crimes  which  defolatedthe  king- 

7  Hiltoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  tora.  ii.  p.  303. 
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dom  ;  after  having  fupplicated  the  AlTembly,  in  the  king's  name,  to  accelerate  the  com- 
pletion of  their  great  and  important  labours  ;  after  having  entreated  them  to  adopt  fuch 
coercive  meafures  as  fhould  appear  to  them  neceffary  for  putting  a  flop  to  fo  many  dis- 
orders, and  having  allured  them  of  the  king's  concurrence  and  fandtion,  he  obferved  that 
M.  Neckar  would  immediately  lay  before  them  the  true  ftate  of  the  finances. 

That  minifter  accordingly  reprefented,  that,  on  his  re-entrance  into  office,  he  had  only 
found  in  the  treafury  four  hundred  thoufand  livres,  part  in  cafh,  and  part  in  notes  of  the 
Caiffe  d'Efcompte :  that  the  difference  between  the  revenue  and  the  current  expences 
was  enormous,  and  the  national  credit  annihilated;  that  it  had  been  neceffary,  however,  to 
conduct  the  public  bufinefs  without  betraying  any  appearance  of  diftrefs,  until  the  time 
when  the  National  Affembly  fhould  lay  the  foundation  of  permanent  order;  that  the  ar- 
rival of  that  period  had  been  protracted,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences and  unexpected  diminutions  which  had  taken  place  in  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
had  augmented  the  pecuniary  embarraffments  of  the  Mate  : — Among  thefe  expences  and 
defalcations,  he  mentioned,  the  immenfe  fupplies  of  corn  which  the  king  had  been  ob- 
liged to  procure  for  the  kingdom  ;  the  extraordinary  works  about  Paris  for  the  purpofe 
of  giving  fubfiftance  to  twelve  thoufand  poor,  who  were  paid  for  their  labour  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  fols  a  day;  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  fait  to  one  half,  in  feveral  places, 
occafioned  by  the  audacity  of  fmugglers,  who  introduced  that  article  and  tobacco  open- 
ly, and  under  the  efcort  of  troops  of  armed  men  ;  the  deftruction  of  many  of  the  bar- 
riers; the  pillage  of  the  cuftom-houfes  ;  the  difperfion  of  the  regifters ;  the  obftructions 
to  the  collection  of  duties  ;  and  the  refufal  to  pay  the  taxes. — Having  thus  expofed  the 
dreadful  ftate  of  the  finances,  he  defired  the  Affembly,  in  the  king's  name,  to  fandtion  a 
loan  of  thirty  millions  of  livres,  to  fatisfy  the  engagements  and  inevitable  expences  of 
the  ftate  for  two  months,  by  which  time  he  prefumed  that  the  conftitution  would  be 
completed,  or,  at  leaft,  far  advanced.  He  expreffed  his  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of 
tempting  the  monied  men,  by  the  offer  of  an  high  intereft,  and  propofed  that  only  five 
per  cent,  fhould  be  allowed.  After  detailing  the  means  of  accommodating  the  lenders  by 
fixing  the  nature  and  liability  of  their  fecurities,  he  fuggefted  the  idea  of  publifhing  a  lift 
of  the  perfons  who  fhould  fubferibe  to  this  patriotic  loan,  and  of  inferting  it  in  the  re- 
gifters of  the  Affembly. 

**  You  will  not,  gentlemen," — purfued  the  minifter—"  refufe  to  fanction  this  loan. 
*'  Several  of  your  mandates  have  doubtlefs  required  that  you  fhould  withhold  your  con- 
*'  fent  from  any  impoft  or  loan  until  the  conftitution  fhould  be  fettled;  but  could  they 
44  poffibly  forefee  the  difficulties  which  have  retarded  your  labours?  Could  they  forefee 
**  the  unexampled  revolution  which  has  taken  place  within  the  laft  three  weeks?  Could 
•'  your  conftituents  make  themfelves  heard,  they  would  exclaim — Save  the  ftate ;  fave 
'•  the  country;  you  are  accountable  for  our  peace,  for  our  happinefs. — And,  gentlemen, 
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"  how  much  Is  your  rcfponfibility  increafed,  now  that  the  government  has  no  longer  any 
11  power,  and  that  you  alone  are  poffeffed  of  the  few  means  that  remain  for  refilling  the 
"  ftorm ! — As  for  me,  1  have  fulfilled  my  tafk  ;  I  have  made  you  acquainted  with  the 
"  true  ftate  of  affairs,  and  whatever  meafures  you  may  adopt,  it  is  my  duty  to  refpedt 
"  your  opinions,  and  to  give  you,  to  the  laft  moment,  proofs  of  my  zeal  and  devotion." 

After  expatiating,  in  a  very  affecting  manner,  on  the  calamities  of  the  kingdom,  M. 
Neckar  deemed  it  necefTary  to  offer  fome  topics  of  confolation,  at  the  conclufion  of  his 
fpeech,  which  he  terminated  with  thefe  words  : 

"  Notwithftanding  the  evils  we  experience,  the  kingdom  is  ftill  entire,  and  the  union 
"  of  knowledge  and  talents  may  fertilize  the  germs  of  profperity.  Let  no  one,  then, 
"  either  in  this  affembly,  or  in  the  kingdom,  lofe  courage.  The  king  fees  the  truth; 
"  the  king  wifhes  to  promote  the  general  good  ;  his  fubjects  have  preferved  for  his  per 
"  fon  a  penchant  which  the  return  of  national  tranquillity  vwill  fortify  and  augment. 
«'  Let  us,  therefore,  gentlemen,  give  ourfelves  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  happy  prof- 
"  peel:  flill  to  be  difcerned.  A  day,  perhaps,  will  come,  when,  in  the  midft  of  thofe 
"  fweets  which  rational  freedom  and  undivided  confidence  afford,  the  French  nation  will 
"  efface  from  her  recollection  thefe  times  of  calamity,  and,  while  fhe  enjoys  the  bene- 
"  fits  refulting  from  your  generous  efforts,  fhe  will  never,  in  her  effufions  of  gratitude, 
"  omit  the  name  of  a  monarch  on  whom,  as  a  token  of  your  affection,  you  have  recent- 
"  ly  conferred  fuch  a  glorious  title." 

The  fpeech  of  the  minifter  was  followed  by  the  applaufe  of  the  Affembly ;  and  M.  de 
Clermont- Lodeve,  convinced,  by  his  reprefentations,  of  the  urgent  neceflity  of  applying 
an  immediate  remedy  to  the  pecuniary  diftreffes  of  the  ftate,  moved  that  the  fum  re- 
quired fliould  be  inftantaneoufly  granted.  But  that  Affembly,  which  had  fo  recently 
voted  away  millions  by  acclamation,  and  changed,  as  it  were,  the  whole  internal  polity 
of  the  kingdom  in  one  night,  had,  on  a  fudden,  become  fo  extremely  prudent,  cautious, 
r.nd  circumfpect,  that  theyrefufed  to  vote  a  fum  thus  comparatively  trifling,  without  due 
deliberation,  and  ferious  difcuffion.  In  the  firft  inflance,  indeed,  the  objects  of  a  party 
were  to  be  accompli fhed  ;  in  the  laft,  the  public  good  alone  was  to  be  confulted.  Mira- 
foeau,  who  was  of  courfe  extremely  unwilling  to  afford  that  afliftance  to  the  ftate  which 
could  in  any  degree  tend  to  the  reftoration  of  order,  and  by  that  means  interfere  with  the 
fchemes  of  his  patron,  ftigmatized  as  "  a  vile  flave,"  and  even  threatened  with  pro- 
fcription8,  the  member  who  made  the  motion  ;  while  the  Affembly  calmly  fubmitted  to 
this  daring  invafion  of  the  freedom  of  debate,  this  fcandalous  violation  of  decency. 
The  man,  who  rejected,  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms,  the  authorities  of  imperative  man- 

*  Expofe  de  la  Coaduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p.  34, 
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dates,  and  afferted  the  independence  and  omnipotence  of  the  Aflembly,  now  maintained 
the  neceffity  of  appealing  to  their  conftituents,  for  their  fandYion  to  a  monthly  vote  of 
credit9.  The  neceffity  of  adhering  to  thofe  inftru&ions  which  they  had  fivorn  to  ob- 
ferve,  now  acknowledged,  though  generally  denied,  by  Mirabeau,  was  indeed  founded  on 
the  ancient  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  monarchy ;  but  if  any  occafion  could  juftify  a  de- 
parture from  theftricl  rule  of  adherence,  it  was  certainly  the  prefent,  when  a  nationai 
bankruptcy,  which  the  Aflembly  had  deprecated  in  fuch  ftrong  terms,  as  even  to  forbid, 
under  the  fevereft  penalties,  the  utterance  of  the  words,  would  be  the  probable  confe- 
quence  of  refufal  or  delay  :  and  when,  as  M.  de  Lally  obferved,  an  implicit  obedience  to 
the  letter  of  the  inftrudYions,  would  operate  in  contradiction  to  the  fpirit  of  them,  fince 
they  could  not  order  the  deputies  to  make  a  conflitution  for  a  fociety,  which,  without 
this  loan,  could  no  longer  exift.10. 

The  confideration  of  the  queftion  was,  at  length,  referred  to  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance, whofe  chairman,  the  duke  d'Aiguillon,  made  his  report  to  the  houfe,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  He  acknowledged  the  neceffity  of  the  loan,  but  declared  his  opinion,  that 
the  national  loan  flood  in  no  need  of  fubfidiary  means,  as  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  but 
that  every  defcription  of  citizens  would  zealoufly  haften  to  advance  the  fum  required". 

Under  this  perfuafion,  the  loan  was  adopted,  but  relying  on  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the 
citizens,  all  thofe  inducements  which  M.  Neckar  had  holden  out  to  fubferibers  were 
omitted,  and  the  intereft  reduced  to  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  confequence  was  fuch 
as  might  naturally  have  been  expected;  people  refufed  to  part  with  their  money,  where 
the  fecurity  was  doubtful,  and  the  terms  weredifproportioned  to  the  rifk,  fo  that  the  ftate 
was  left  in  the  fame  embarraffed  fltuation  as  before. 

Nor  was  the  immediate  failure  to'procure  the  neceflary  relief  to  government  the  worfl 
confequence  of  the  mifcondudf,  of  the  Aflembly  on  this  occafion.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  fubjedt,  their  power  to  pafs  a  vote  of  credit  was  frequently  called  in  quef- 
tion, and  M.  Camus  moft  injudicioufly,  if  not  dejigncdly,  intimated  that  the  intereft  due 
to  the  creditors  of  the  ftate  could  not  be  exempted  from  the  effect  of  the  general  refolu- 
tion,  that  every  fpecies  of  property  ftiould  be  fubject  to  taxation.  Thus  if  a  determi- 
nation had  been  adopted  to  exert  every  effort  to  diffuade  men  of  property  from  ftanding 
forward  in  relief  of  the  flate,  the  fcheme  could  not  have  fucceeded  more  compleatly. 
Befidesthe  confidence  which  the  nation  had  hitherto  repofed  in  M.  Neckar  could  not  but 
be  affected  by  the  want  of  confidence  in  their  own  minifter,  difplayed  by  the  Affembly, 
in  rejecting  his  fcheme,  though  they  had  fo  often  extolled  his  abilities  and  integrity,  in  a 

9  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn.  ii.  p.  352.  10  see  Pi/as  Juflificatives,  at  the  end  of  M.   dc 

Lally's  Memoire,  p.  91.  \l  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn.  ii.  p.  353. 
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degree  which  approached  to  the  hyperbole.  This  conduct  drew  a  degree  of  unpopulari- 
ty, and  even  of  odium,  upon  the  National  Affembly,  which  it  did  not  eafily  fhake  off; 
for  as  Neckar  did  not  fcruple  publickly  to  vindicate  himfelf,  the  whole  blame  naturally 
fell  upon  that  body,  who  were  accufed  of  having  paid  him  a  fervile  homage,  and  lavifhed 
expreflions  of  confidence  which  their  fubfequent  conduct  contradicted;  they  were  like- 
wife  charged  with  having  demanded  his  recall  and  fruftrated  his  fchemes,  from  one  and  the 
fame  motive — that  of  difplaying  their  own  power,  or  thwarting  the  will  of  their 
fovereign ll. 

Having  found  it  impoffible  to  procure  money  on  their  own  terms,  and  the  neceflities  of 
the  ftate  every  hour  encreafing,  the  Affembly,  at  length,  permitted  Neckar  to  prefcribe 
iuch  conditions  as  in  his  opinion  would  prove  effectual,  for  railing  a  loan  of  eighty  mil- 
lions of  livres,  at  five  per  cent,  on  the  credit  of  the  Affembly.  But  the  feeds  of  miftruft 
were  too  widely  diffeminated  ;  the  fortunate  moment  had  been  imprudently  fuffered  to 
efcape,  and  could  not  be  regained;  although  the  propofals  were  fufficiently  alluring,  the 
fublcription  advanced  too  flowly  to  produce  the  defired effect,  and,  in  fine,  was  not  half 
filled.  In  the  mean  time,  a  fcheme  for  promoting  and  receiving  patriotic  contributions 
•was  adopted  ;  and,  like  other  novelties  in  that  country,  raged  for  a  time  with  the  vio- 
lence of  an  epidemic  diforder.  Silver  buckles  and  gold  rings  were  the  moll  common 
contributions  to  the  Affembly;  fo  that,  in  a  {ew  days,  not  a  filver  buckle  was  to  be  feen, 
nor,  probably,  many  wedding  rings  to  be  found  any  where  in  or  near  Paris.  The  National 
Affembly  themfelves,  in  one  of  thofe  fudden  fits  of  enthufiafm,  to  which  they  were  fo 
liable,  difmantled  all  their  own  ihoes  in  a  moment,  Such  was  the  rage  of  faftiion,  while 
it  lafted,  that  the  pooreft  people,  even  thofe  who,  if  they  did  not  fubfift  upon  common 
charity,  were  but  little  removed  from  fuch  a  ftate,  prefented  their  offerings.  The  low- 
eft,  as  well  as  the  higher  order  of  courtezans  were  eminently  diftinguilhed  for  their  li- 
berality on  this  occafion,  and  the  wages  of  proftitution  were  deemed  acceptable  oblations 
at  the  Ihrine  of  patriotifm. — A  more  difgraceful  meafure,  with  refpect  both  to  the  na- 
tion and  themfelves,  was  furely  never  adopted  by  any  body  of  men  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances ! ! ! 

Meantime  the  king  and  queen,  being  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  abfolute  poverty,  according 
to  M.  Neckar,  were  obliged  to  fend  their  gold  and  fih'er  plate  to  the  mint  to  be  convert- 
ed into  current  coin  for  the  relief  of  their  immediate  neceflities. 

It  foon  appea"  d,  and  might  have  been  eafily  forefeen,  that  the  patriotic  donations  were 
totally  incapable  of  extricating  the  ftate  from  its  pecuniary  embarraffments,  which  were 

M  Memoiredc  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  118. 
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of  too  vaft  a  magnitude  to  be  at  all  afFccled  by  fuch  trifling  refources;  Co  that  the  danger 
of  a  public  bankruptcy,  and  cf  a  total  ceffaticn  of  all  the  operations  of  government, 
could  not  fail  to  imprefs  the  mind  of  every  friend  to  his  country  with  the  moft  ferious 
apprehenfions,  the  taxes  being  almoft  entirely  unproductive,  and  no  means  appearing  for 
fupplying  their  place  with  an  adequate  fubi'titute.  It  was  in  this  ftate  of  extreme  diin- 
culty,  when  the  greatnefs  of  the  neccffity  fcemed  almoft  to  afford  a  fandtiou  to  any  raer.- 
fure  that  might  be  purfued  for  obtaining  relief,  th.it  Neckar  ventured  to  propofe  to  the 
Affembly  a  fcheme  for  a  fupply,  which  the  boldeft  minilter  that  ever  lived,  and  in  the 
mod  defpotic  government,  would  perhaps  have  helitated  at  adopting.  This  was  no- 
thing leis  than  the  extraordinary  contribution  of  the  fourth  part  of  each  man's  yearly 
revenue,  to  be  paid  at  different  ftated  periods  during  the  courfe  of  three  years.  The  ef- 
timate  of  each  man's  income,  and  confequently  the  amount  of  the  fum  which  he  was> 
to  contribute  to  the  ftate,  being  left  to  his  own  honour. 

It  was  certainly  a  fingular  cafe,  that  a  tax,  almoft  without  example  in  the  moft  arbi- 
trary governments,  fhould  have  been  paffed  by  a  body  of  men,  not  only  highly  republi- 
can, but  who  openly  avowed  themfelves  the  afferters  of  liberty.  But  it  muft  be  confi- 
dered,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  were  already  labouring  under  great  and  general 
odium  on  account  of  the  failure  of  Neckar's  firft  fcheme  for  raifing  money  by  a  loan, 
which  was  entirely  and  juftly  charged  to  their  injudicious  and  wanton  interference  in 
the  bufinefs.  At  the  fame  time,  inftant  bankruptcy,  with  all  its  fatal  confequences,  was 
flaring  them  full  in  the  face;  and  if  ihey  rejected  the  prefent  plan,  they  would  make 
themfelves  thereby  refponfible  for  all  the  evils  that  might  enfue.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  arguments  ufed  by  Mirabeau,  on  this  occafion,  were  directly  contradictory  to  thofe 
which  he  had  adduced  in  oppofition  to  the  firft  loan.  He  then  reprobated  the  idea  of 
voting  by  acclamation,  whereas  he  now  deprecated  all  difcuffion  and  deliberation:  he  ex- 
horted the  Affembly  to  repofe  an  unlimited  confidence  in  the  minifter,  telling  them, 
that  by  accepting  his  propofitions,  and  by  raifing  him  to  a  kind  of  provljionary  diclator- 
Jhip,  they  would  difcharge  their  duty  as  citizens  and  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  I3. — - 
Whether  this  change  was  owing  to  an  idea,  that  the  prefent  fcheme  for  raifing  money 
was  more  objectionable  than  the  former,  and  lefs  likely  to  be  produtiive,  or  whether  he 
really  felt  any  repugnance  at  the  obftru&ions  he  had  before  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
minifter's  plan,  or  dreaded  the  lofs  of  his  own  popularity,  it  is  not  for  us  to  determine, 
It  was  too  late  now  for  the  Affembly  to  reflect,  that  much  of  the  public  diftrefs  pro- 
ceeded from  their  own  extraordinary  declaration,  which  taught  the  people  to  confider  all 
the  prefent  taxes  as  illegal,  from  the  circumftance  of  their  not  being  impofed  by  their 
reprefentatives. 
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Nothing  was,  however,  left  undone  by  the  Affembly,  which  could  tend  to  render  this 
fchema  of  fupply  palpable  ;  and  to  prevent  its  affuming  the  odious  appellatio  n  of  a  tax, 
it  was  rcprefented  entirely  as  a  patriotic  contribution  or  donation.  But  the  difficulty 
that  naturally  arofe  from  this  pitiful  mode  of  temporifing,  fo  much  beneath  the  dignity 
of  a  lcgiflative  body,  was  this — that  the  means  which  were  adopted  to  remove  the  unpo- 
pularity and  even  odium  that,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  it  was  evident  muft  at- 
tend fuch  a  meafure,  were  calculated  to  render  it  unproductive,  and  todeftroy  the  effect 
it  was  intended  to  promote.  Confidered  as  a  tax,  it  was  deemed  oppreffive;  and  as  a  vo- 
luntary contribution  futile.  In  vain  did  the  Affembly  pafs  an  addrefs  to  the  nation,  ftat- 
ing  the  neceffity  of  great  facrifices  in  cafe  of  great  emergency.  Neither  this  exhorta- 
tion, nor  the  knowledge  that  the  fcheme  originated  with  Neckar,  could  prevent  a  great 
number  of  thofe- who  were  expofed  to  its  effect,  from  confidering  this  decree,  as  the  re- 
fult  of  a  combination,  formed  by  men  without  property,  to  ftrip  thofe  who  llill  retained 
any,  of  the  Iaft  farthing  they  poffeifed.  For  the  example  being  once  fet,  of  thus  par- 
tially taxing  a  part  of  the  community,  and  condemning  them  to  bear  all  the  burthens  of 
the  ftate,  it  was  allied,  who  could  pretend  to  define  the  extent  to  which  the  injury  and 
opprefiion  might  be  carried  under  the  fanction  of  fuch  a  precedent ;  efpecially  as  all 
power  was  lodged,  and  liable  to  continue,  in  the  hands  of  .thofe  very  men  who  had  com- 
mitted the  original  wrong?  If  ftate  neceffity  was  pleaded  as  the  colour  or  pretence,  they 
obferved,  that  it  was  at  beft  the  plea  only  of  tyrants,  and  that  the  fame  pretence  would 
anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  while  they  had  any  thing  left  to  lofe.  If  the  total  failure  of 
the  cuftomary  taxes  was  brought  as  an  argument,  the  queftion  was  readily  put,  why  the 
people  were  armed  to  refift  their  payment,  until  better,  or,  at  leaft,  other  taxes  were  pro- 
vided, to  fupply  the  deficiency  ?  They  faid,  that  the  landed  proprietors  had  already  facri- 
ficed  a  great  part  of  their  rights  and  property  to  the  public  good ;  that  another  confider- 
able  portion  had  been  totally  deftroyed,  by  the  cruel  devaluations  committed  on  their 
houfes  and  eftates,  by  thofe  very  people  on  whom  they  were  fhowering  benefits  ;  and  that 
now,  in  the  feafon  of  their  humiliation  and  diftrefs,  fcarcely  breathing  from  the  horrors 
and  ruin  which  they  had  experienced,  to  condemn  them  to  the  fupport  of  all  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  nation,  was  a  meafure  of  fuch  injuftice  and  cruelty,  as  to  be  without  ex- 
ample in  all  the  annals  of  tyranny.  Nor  did  the  fanguine  and  active  part  which  Mira- 
beau  had  taken  in  paffing  this  decree,  ferve  in  any  degree  to  leffen  thefe  impreffions,  or 
to  render  the  meafure  more  acceptable.  Upon  the  whole,  nothing  had  yet  taken  place 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Revolution,  which  ferved  fo  much  to  embitter  the  minds  of  men,  to 
increafe  the  animofity  and  malignity  of  parties,  and  which  through  the  violence  of  their 
collifion,  produced  fuch  unfortunate  and  difgraceful  confluences,  as  this  meafure  of 
partial  taxation. 

During  thefe  efforts  to  relieve  the  diftreffes  occafioned  by  the  difordered  ftate  of  the 
finances — which  took  up  a  considerable  fpace  of  time — the  National  Affembly,  were  bu- 
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fily  occupied  in  forming  different  parts  of  the  new  conftitution;  and,  as  they  were  de- 
termined to  prove,  that  they  were  wholly  unconfined  by  the  (hackles  of  precedent,  and 
their  proceeedings  unbiaffed  by  the  conduct  of  the  States-General  of  the  kingdom,  con- 
vened in  former  periods  of  the  monarchy,  they  refolved  to  begin  ab  ovo,  by  a  declaration 
of  the  rights  of  man.  On  this  fubjec"r.  the  AfTembly  bewildered  themfelves  in  the  laby- 
rinth of  abftracl:  queftions  and  metaphyfical  difquifitions.  La  Fayette,  who  had  adopted 
his  political  principles  in  America,  prefented  a  declaration,  which  was  an  epitome  of  all 
thofe  that  had  been  adopted  by  the  different  members  of  the  United  States.  This  might 
poffibly  have  been  received  by  the  AfTembly  as  the  groundwork  to  their  own,  had  not 
the  abbe  Sieyes  compofed  an  abftraft  and  complex  work,  in  which  he  defined  and  traced 
the  rights  of  man  to  their  firft  principles.  Though  the  abbe's  friends  and  admirers  were 
unfuccefsful  in  their  fupport  of  this  production,  they,  however,  procured  the  rejection 
of  La  Fayette's  fyftem  ;  but  this  double  failure,  inftead  of  operating  as  a  difcourage- 
ment,  was  fucceeded  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  plans  of  new  declarations,  th:t  the  AfTem- 
bly, embarrafTcd  by  a  variety  of  choice,  found  it  neceflary  to  appoint  a  committee,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  fubftances  of  thofe  numerous  plans  into  one  digeit,  to  which  they 
might  refer,  as  a  text-book,  in  their  deliberations. 

r 

This  digeit.  was  as  far  from  affording  fatisfa&ion  as  the  feparate  plans  of  individuals. 
In  the  mean  time  effays  were  every  day  written  upon  the  fubjedt ;  and  every  man  feemed 
to  think  it  the  eafieft  thing  in  the  world  to  do  that  which  none  did.  Opinions  multi- 
plied upon  opinions  in  the  AfTembly,  every  time  the  fubjecl:  was  difcuffed  ;  every  line 
teemed  with  new  difficulties;  the  mutual jealoufies  and  diftrufts  of  the  parties  led  them 
to  fufpedt  fome  dangerons  myftery  or  hidden  fraud  to  be  involved  in  axioms  the  moft 
fimple  and  obvious ;  and  while  they  reciprocally  accufed  each  other  without  ceremony, 
either  of  intending  to  give  the  reins  entirely  to  licentioufnefs,  or  of  wifhing  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  liberty,  cool  debate  and  deliberate  difcuffion  were,  in  fuch  circumftances, 
rather  to  be  wifhed  for  than  expedled. 

A  declaration,  which  was  propofed  by  one  of  the  fe&ions  into  which  the  AfTembly 
was  divided,  was  at  length  fo  far  received,  as  to  become  the  fubjecl:  of  a  general  debate, 
with  a  view  to  its  affording  the  foundation  for  the  grand  fuperftructure.  Every  article 
became  a  fubjecl:  of  much  difcuffion,  and  was  not  unfrequently  productive  of  great  heat 
and  bitternefs.  The  debates  were  exceedingly  tedious  and  uninterefting;  being  in  many 
cafes  a  mere  war  of  words,  running  much  into  metaphyfical  abftradtions,  grammatical 
niceties,  and  verbal  difputes,  of  no  confequence.  They  were  rendered  (fill  more  irk- 
fome  and  difficult  from  its  being  fcarcely  poffible  to  arrange  any  number  of  words  in 
fuch  a  form,  as  would  equally  ftrike  the  ears  of,  and  be  received  with  the  fame  degree  of 
apprehenfion  by,  fo  great  an  affemblage  of  men  as  twelve  hundred,  even  fuppofing  that 
they  were  all  equally  fincere  in  their  purfuit  of  the  truth,  and  that  none  were  prompted 
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bv  particular  motives  to  deviate  from  the  right  line  of  direction.  It  became,  indeed, 
now  evident,  if  it  had  been  before  doubted,  that  fo  numerous  a  body  was  by  no  means 
properly  calculated  for  a  deliberative  alTembly. 

The  debates,  however,  were  not  entirely  confined  to  the  fubject  or  compofition  of  the 
declaration,  for  one  of  the  moft  conftderable,  and,  perhaps,  the  moll  interefting  with  re- 
gard to  matter,  arofe  upon  the  queftion  of  adopting  the  meafure,  confidered  with  refpect 
to  its  expedience  and  propriety.  It  was  faid,  by  thofe  who  oppofedthe  meafure,  that  this 
American  idea  was,  in  fact,  more  brilliant  than  folid  ;  that  it  originated  from  a  new  and 
peculiar  ftate  oPthings,  which  did  not  exift  with  refpect  to  France  ;  but  that  whether  it 
fuited  or  not  the  circumftances  and  condition  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  firft  adopted, 
was  not  the  queftion  to  be  confidered,  but  whether  it  fuited  their  own  ?  This  they  en- 
deavoured to  difprove.  They  ftated,  in  the  firft  place,  that  fuch  a  declaration,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  and  temper  of  the  nation,  would  not  only  be  inexpedient,  but  might  pro- 
bably prove  dangerous,  from  an  improper  ufe  being  made  of  it;  that  the  people,  juft  de- 
livered from  oppreffion,  and  indulging  themfelves  in  a  momentary  licentioufnefs,  were 
unprepared  for  fuch  new  doctrines  ;  that  when  they  were  intoxicated  with  the  unac- 
cuftomed  fpirit  of  independence,  they  would  no  longer  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the 
laws,  but  would  be  too  apt  to  confider  them  only  as- remaining  appendages  of  that  fyftem 
of  ancient  tyranny,  from  whofe  other  fhackles  they  had  fo  lately  liberated  themfelves; 
and  under  this  blind  delufion  they  would  eagerly  exert  their  new  liberty  in  enforcing 
by  violence  every  claim  which  caprice,  folly,  or  the  worft  paffidns  might  fuggeft. 

They  added,  that  in  order  to  avoid  thefe  mifchiefs  and  dangers,  which  were  too  obvious 
to  be  overlooked  by  any  body,  the  Affembly,  after  involving  itfelf  in  a  tafk  of  great  mo- 
ment and  expectation,  would  be  afraid  to  execute,  confiftently  and  properly,  that  diffi- 
cult bufinefs  which  it  had  fo  needlefsly  and  wantonly  undertaken;  for  that,  under  thefe 
fhackles,  it  could  only  form  a  patched  up,  imperfect,  and  inconfiftent  work,  under  the 
name  of  a  declaration  of  rights,  which  would  be  a  difgrace  to  the  authors  as  well  as  to 
the  fubject,  the  parts  militating  againft  each  other,  and  contradicting  the  title,  from  the 
number  of  reftraints  and  limitations  with  which,  in  fuch  untoward  circumftances,  it  muft 
of  neceffity  abound ;  and  thus  the  mighty  whole,  when  it  came  forth,  inftead  of  a  poli- 
tical creed,  which  fhould  convert1*  all  mankind  by  the  juftnefs  and  fimplicity  of  its 
principles,  would  prove  an  infignificant,  incoherent,  contradictory  jargon.  They  faid, 
the  Affembly,  by  this  premature  attempt,  would  find  itfelf  involved  in  other  difficul- 
ties which  it  did  not  feem  aware  of,  with  refpect  to  the  great  caution  which  was  to  be 

x+  Thefe  infant  legiflators — even  in  their  cradle,  as  it  were— had  the  vanity  to  fuppofe  themfelves  capable  of 
making  converts — No  wonder  then  they  fhould  rejecl  thewifdom  of  their  neighbours,  and  treat  with  difdain  a  fyftam 
of  government  that  had  extorted  the  admiration  of  the  wifeft  men  of  all  countries  1 

ufed 
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ufed  in  not  confining  its  powers  of  legiflation,  and  the  danger  of  a  contradiction  between 
general  principles  and  particular  laws  ;  this  muft  occafion  their  declaration  of  thofe 
principles  to  be  timid  and  circumfpedt,  if  not  equivocal ;  and  the  production,  it  was 
infilled,  would  appear  to  be  merely  the  offspring  of  their  prefent  necefllties,  and  of  the, 
ruling  prejudices  of  the  moment. 

Were  it  not  better,  therefore,  faid  they,  to  defer  your  declaration  of  rights,  until  the 
conftitution  is  completed  and  eftablifhed  ?  We  fhall  then  have  it  in  our  power  to  appro- 
priate the  one  to  the  other,  and  to  make  them  harmonize  together. — M.  Malouet  put 
this  appofite  queftion : — "  Why  fhould  we  tranfport  men  to  the  ideal  fummit  of  a 
*'  mountain,  and  fhew  them  the  extenfive  domain  of  their  rights  beneath,  when  we 
"  fhall  moft  afluredly  be  obliged  to  make  them  defcend,  and  to  bring  them  into  the  real 
"  world,  where  they  will  find  every  ftep  fettered  with  reftraints  ?" 

But  the  much  more  numerous  party  who  fupported  the  meafure,  treated,  with  indig- 
nation and  difdain,  the  idea  of  fuppofing  there  could  be  any  danger  in  enlightening  the 
public,  and  communicating  to  them  a  knowledge  of  their  rights.  Thefe  maintained, 
that  it  had  been  the  old  trick  of  defpotifm  in  all  ages  and  places  to  keep  the  people  igno- 
rant, in  order  to  rivet  their  chains  the  more  firmly,  and  to  render  their  flavery  eternal. 
They  talked  in  lofty  language,  but  not  always  perfectly  intelligible,  about  the  native 
rights  of  man,  "which"  they  faid,  "are  eternal,  unalienable,  and  imprefcriptible;  that  their 
"  fource  is  in  nature  itfelf ;  that  they  are  equal  and  unchangeable  in  every  age  and  every 
"  country  ;  and  can  never  yield  to  any  reafon  of  convenience  or  neceffity:  that,  asthefole 
"  object  of  fociety  is  the  prefervation  of  thefe  rights,  to  declare  what  they  are  is  an  indif- 
"  penfable  preliminary  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  political  conftitution:  that  the  reprefen- 
**  tatives  of  the  people  are  fpecially  called  upon  to  declare  them,  becaufe  it  is  their  duty 
"  to  lay  the  foundations  before  they  raife  the  edifice  ;  to  eftablilh  principles  before  they 
"  draw  conclufions ;  to  fix  upon  a  determinate  and  invariable  end,  before  thev  make 
"  choice  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  obtained:  that  it  is  neceffary  to  declare  them, 
"  in  order  that  the  people  may  underftand  and  decide  upon  the  motives  of  their  legifla- 
u  tors  ;  that  our  fucceffbrs  may  tread  in  our  footfteps ;  and,  feeing  clearly  our  object, 
"  and  comprehending  fully  the  fenfe  of  our  defign,  may  be  enabled  to  bring  our  work 
"  to  perfection;  and  that  other  nations  may  be  made  Jenjible  by  our  precepts  of  the  injuries 
"  they  fuffer,  and  may  learn  by  our  example  how  to  redrefs  them.  It  is  a  debt  which  France 
"  owes  to  mankind," 

The  majority  of  courfe  prevailed,  and  the  following  production  was  the  fruit  of  their 
labours. — "  The  reprefentatives  of  the  French  people,  conftituting  a  National  Affembly, 
"  confidering  ignorance,  forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt,  of  the  rights  of  man,  to  be  the  fole 
"  caufe  of  public  calamities,  and  the  corruption  of  governments,  have  refolved  to  ex- 

^  plain3 
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"  plain,  in  a  folcmn  declaration,  the  natural  inalienable,  and  facred,  rights  of  man;  in 
•'  order  that  fuch  declaration,  being  conftantly  prefented  to  all  the  members  of  the  fo- 
"  cial  body,  may  inceflantly  remind  them  of  their  rights  and  their  duties;  in  order,  that 
"  the  acts  of  the  legiflative  power,  and  thofe  of  the  executive  power,  being  every  inftant 
"  compared  with  the  object  of  every  political  institution,  may  become  more  refpedted ; 
"  and,  laftly,  in  order,  that  the  claims  of  the  citizens,  founded  in  future  on  fimple  and 
"  incontelVible  principles,  may  ever  tend  to  the  fupport  of  the  conftitution,  and  thehap- 
44  pinefs  of  the  whole  ; 

"  In  confequence  whereof,  the  National  AfTembly  acknowledges  and  declares,  in  the 
"  prefence,  and  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  following  rights  of 
"  man  and  the  citizen  : 

1.  "  Men  are  born  and  remain  free  and  equal  in  rights  ;  focial  diftincTions  can  only  be 
"  founded  on  general  utility. 

2.  "  The  end  of  every  political  afibciation  is  the  prefervation  of  the  natural  and  im- 
"  prefcriptible  rights  of  man.  Thefe  rights  are  liberty,  property,  fafety,  and  refiftance 
"  of  oppreffion. 

3.  "  The  principle  of  all  fovereignty  refides  effentially  in  the  nation.  No  body, 
*«  no  individual,  can  exercife  any  authority  but  fuch  as  exprefsly  emanates  ,s  from 
«'  thence. 

4.  "  Liberty  confifts  in  the  ability  to  do  every  thing  which  is  not  prejudicial  to  others. 
"  Thus,  the  exercife  of  the  natural  rights  of  each  individual  has  no  other  limits  than 
"  thofe  which  enfure  to  the  other  members  of  fociety  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  lame 
"  rights.     Thefe  limits  can  only  be  fixed  by  the  law. 

5.  "  The  law  has  only  a  right  to  prohibit Tuch  actions  as  are  prejudicial  to  fociety. 
*«  Nothing  that  is  not  prohibited  by  the  law  can  be  prevented  ;  and  no  one  can  be  con- 
"  flrained  to  do  what  the  law  does  not  ordain. 

6.  "  The  law  is  the  exprefllon  of  the  general  will.  All  citizens  have  a  right  to 
"  concur,  either  perfonally,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  in  its  formation;  it  ought  to  be 
11  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  protecls,  or  punifhes.     All  citizens  being  equal  in  the  eye 


J5  In  tranflating  the  ftate  papers  and  parliamentary  fpeeches  of  the  prefent  period,  we  (hall  rather  aim  at  a  li- 
teral adherence  to  the  originals,  than  at  a  £trict  accuracy  of  language,  from  a  conviction,  that  by  fo  doing  we  fliall 
convey  the  moft  perfect  idea  of  ihefpirit  and  manner  of  the  writers  and  orators. 

of 
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«'  of  the  law,  are  equally  admiflible  to  all  dignities,  places,  and  public  employments,  -ac- 
*•  cording  to  their  capacity,  and  without  any  other  diftindtions  than  thofe  which  refult 
*'■  from  their  virtues  and  their  talents. 

"  .7.  "  No  man  can  be  accufed,  apprehended,  nor  detained,  except  in  fuch  cafes  as  are 
"  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which  the  law  has  prefcribed. 
*'  Thofe  who  folicit,  expedite,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought 
'«  to  bepuniflied  ;  bat  every  citizen  fummoned  or  feized  in  virtue  of  the  law  ought  to 
*!  obey  inftantaneoufly ;  by  refiftance  he  renders  himfelf  guilty. 

8.  M  The  law  ought  only  to  eftablifhfuch  punifliments  as  are  ftri£tly  and  evidently 
"  neceflary  ;  and  no  man  can  be  punifhed  but  in  virtue  of  a  law  ejlablifted  and  promulgated 
Ci  previous  to  the  cotnmijjion  of  the  crime,  and  legally  applied. 

<  9.  "  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent  until  he  has  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  be 
*•  deemed  neceffary  to  apprehend  him,  all  rigour,  except  fuch  as  is  requifite  for  fecuring 
**  his  perfon,  fhould  be  feverely  reprefled  by  the  law. 

10.  "  No  man  ought  to  be  moleftedon  account  of  his  opinions,  even  on  religious  fub- 
*'.je£ts,  provided  their  manifeftation  do  not  difturb  the  public  order  eftablifhed  by 
**  the   law. 

11.  "  The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  mofr  precious 
**  rights  of  man.  Every  citizen,  therefore,  may  fpeak,  write,  and  print  freely,  fubje& 
*'  only  to  a  refponfibility  for  the  abufe  of  that  freedom,  in  cafes  sdetermined  by  the  law. 

12.  '"  The  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the  citizen  renders  a  public  force 
"  neceflary.  That  force  then  is  inftituted  for  the  advantage  of  all,  and  not  for  the  pri- 
"  vate  utility  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  confided. 

13.  "  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public  force,  and  for  the  expences  of  government, 
"  a  common  contribution  is  indifpenfably  requifite;  it  ought  to  be  equally  divided 
*'  among  all  the  citizens,  in  proportion  to  their  faculties. 

14.  "  All  the  citizens  have  a  right  to  afcertain.by  themfelves  or  their  reprefentatives, 
"  the  neceflity  of :  the  .public  contribution,  freely  to  confent  to  the  fame,  to  watch  over 
"  its  application,  and  to  determine  its  amount,  affeflment,  collection,  and  duration. 

15.  "  Society  has  a  right  to  demand  an  account  of  the  adminiftration  of  every  pub- 
*  lie  agent. 

Yj.y  16.  "  Every 


33-V  REIGN     OF  [1789. 

16.  "  Every  fociety,  in  which  the  fecurity  of  rights  is  not  eftablifhed,  nor  the  fepara- 
"  tion  of  powers  determined,  has  no  conftitution. 

17.  "  Property  being  an  inviolable  and  facrcd  right,  no  man  can  be  deprived  of  it,  an- 
"  lefs  when  evidently  exacted  by  public  ncceflity,  legally  afecrtained,  and  under  the 
M  condition  of  a  juft  and  previous  indemnity." 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  repeat  all  that  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjecT:  of  this  declaration, 
by  the  friends  and  enemies  to  the  meafure  ;  it  certainly  neither  deferved  the  unqualified 
cenfure  it  experienced  from  one  party,  nor  the  indifcriminate  commendation  it  received 
from  the  other.  That  it  contained  fome  ftrong  truths  and  found  maxims,  which  had 
been  too  long  neglected  or  defpifed,  cannot  be  called  in  queftion  ;  but  the  objctlion  which 
appears  to  carry  mod;  weight  with  it,  is  this,  that  it  tended  to  inflate  the  people,  already 
too  confeious  of  their  own  ftrength  ;  to  ftimulate  thofe  who  required  to  be  checked  ;  and 
to  provide  a  fpur  inftead  of  a  bridle.  The  following  apoftrophe,  addrefled,  on  this  fub- 
jec~t,  to  the  National  Aflembly,  by  a  contemporary  writer,  contains  much  good  fenfe. 

"  Legiflators,  founders  of  a  new  order  of  things,  you  feek  to  difplay  before  you  that 
"  metaphyfical  fyftem,  which  the  ancient  legiflators  had  always  the  wifdom  to  conceal 
**  in  the  foundation  of  their  edifices.  Ah  !  be  not  more  wife  than  nature  !  If  it  be  your 
"  wifh  that  a  great  people  fhould  enjoy  the  fhade,  and  be  nourished  with  the  fruit,  of 
"  the  tree  that  you  are  planting,  do  not  leave  the  roots  expofed !  Dread,  left  men,  to 
*'  whom  you  have  only  fpoken  of  their  rights,  and  never  of  their  duties  ;    left  men,  to 

whom  the  royal  authority  is  no  longer  formidable,  who  underftand  nothing  of  the 
"  operations  of  a  legiilative  aflembly,  and  who  have  conceived  exaggerated  hopes  of  it, 
"  fhould  pafs  from  that  civil  equality  eftabiifhed  by  the  laws,  to  the  abfolute  equality  of 
"  property  ;  from  the  hatred  of  rank,  to  the  hatred  of  power  ;  and  left  they  fhould  mafia - 
44  ere  the  magiftrates  as  they  have  maflacred  the  nobles !  The  people  require  plain  truths, 
"  and  not  abftradl  propositions;  and,  on  their  emancipation  from  a  long  fervitude,  liber- 
"  ty  fhould  be  prefented  to  them  with  caution  and  by  degrees,  as  food  is  given  to  a  crew 
M  who,  having  confumed  their  provifions  during  a  long  voyage,  are  reduced  to  the  laft 
"  extremity.  Laftly,  do  not  forget,  deputies  of  France,  that  if  kings  effect  their  own 
"  ruin  by  an  exorbitant  love  of  power,  legiilative  aflemblies  are  equally  ruined  by  an 
"  inordinate  defire  of  innovation. 

"  Befides,  why  reveal  to  the  people  truths  purely  fpeculative  ?  Thofe  who  will  not 
"  make  an  ill  ufe  of  them,  are  the  very  perfons  who  are  as  well  acquainted  with  them  as 
"  yourfelves  ;  and  thofe  who  have  not  been  able  to  find  them  in  their  own  minds,  will 
u  never  comprehend  them,  and  will  always  make  an  ill  ufe  of  them.  Far  from  telling 
"  the  people  that  nature  has  made  all  men  equal,  tell  them,  on  the  contrary,  that  fhe 

"  has 
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**  has  made  them  extremely  unequal ;  that  one  man  is  born  ftrong  and  another  weak ; 
"  one  found  and  another  infirm  ;  that  all  are  not  equally  fkilful  and  vigilant;  and  that 
*{  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of  a  well-regulated  fociety  is  to  render  thofe  equal  by  the  laws 
■«  whom  nature  has  rendered  fo  unequal  in  their  means.  But  let  them  not  he  taught 
«'  to  infer  from  thence  that  conditions  are  equal :  you  know,  you  even  fee  what 
«{  calamities  refult  from  that  falfe  idea,  when  the  people  are  once  prepoflefTed 
«  with  it l0." 

It  has  been  well  obferved,  "that  the  declaration  of  rights,  confidered  as  a  compofition, 
bears  evident  marks  of  hafte,  and  is  by  no  means  a  regular  and  homogeneous  work. 
Sometimes  it  announces  rights;  again  it  prefcribes  reftraints  :  here  it  anticipates  the  ob- 
jects of  legiflation  ;  and  there  it  directs  an  attack  againft  defpotifm,  which  it  could  not 
confidently  fuppofe  to  exift: — Mirabeau's  obfervation  011  the  fubject  has,  probably,  not 
lefs  truth  than  wit  in  it:  he  faid,  "  It  would  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  a  po« 
*'  litical  almanack  for  the  current  year." 

During  the  debates  on  this  declaration,  which  lafted  till  the  latter  end  of  Auguit,  the 
people  of  Franche-Comte  had  formed  a  refolution  to  maffacre  all  the  nobility,  and  the 
feftival  of  Saint  Bartholomew — a  day  already  ftigmatized  by  the  maiTacre  of  the  Hugo- 
nots — was  fixed  on  for  the  execution  of  this  horrid  defign.  The  difcharge  of  four 
mufquets  was  the  deftined  fignal  of  aflaflination ;  but  the  man  who  had  been  appointed 
to  fire  them,  being  furprized  before  he  had  time  to  difcharge  the  fourth,  confefTed  the 
plot,  and  fix  of  the  ringleaders,  three  of  whom  were  foldiers,  and  three  citizens,  were 
fcized  and  executed.  At  the  fame  period,  fire  and  fword  were  employed  in  other  pro- 
vinces, to  extort  from  the  nobility  a  renunciation  of  their  titles :  they  were  afked, 
whether  they  were  greater  noblemen  than  the  king,  who  had  declared  for  the  Third 
Ejlate  f  Thofe  who  were  employed  in  burning  the  gentlemens'  feats  reported  that  they 
had  received  injunctions  not  to  leave  one  Handing,  with  the  fingle  exception  of  the  pa- 
lace of  Verfailles17. 

Through  the  whole  courfe  of  its  proceedings  the  Aflembly  was  divided  into  a  number 
of  lections  or  committees,  to  each  of  which  was  afligned  fome  fpecified  part  of  the  new 


I'  Journal  Politique,  tom.  i.  p.  96.  The  fame  writer,  fpeaking  of  this  declaration,  in  another  part  of  his 
-work,  fays — "  This  dangerous  piece  includes  rights  which  the  citizens  will  never  be  able  to  exercife,  even  after 
"•'  the  complete  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the  AfTembly.  Befides,  it  contains  a  vague  metaphyseal  doctrine,  which 
■"  the  people  found  unintelligible  and  unfubftantial.  It  became  neceffary,  therefore,  in  order  to  fatisfy  that  impe- 
*'  rious  mafter,  to  defcend  from  theory  and  principles  the  moft  abstract,  to  confequences  and  applications  the  moft 
*'  material,  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and  of  theabfolute  equality  of  men." 

'7  Journal  Politique,  tom.  i.  p.  138. 

Y  y  2  constitution 
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conftitution,  on  which  it  was  to  give  its  opinion  and  advice  in  a  report,  which  then  be- 
came a  fubjeel  of  general  difcuflion.  But,  being  refolved,  as  we  before  obferved,  to  begin 
eb  ovo,  after  laying  the  foundation,  they  proceeded  with  the  fuperftru&ure ;  when  a  quef- 
tion  arofe,  which  ferved  to  create  a  greater  divifion  of  opinion,  and  a  greater  agitation 
in  the  minds  of  men,  than  any  other :  it  was  this — What  fhare  of  authority  the  king 
ought  to  poffefs  in  the  new  legiflature  ? — This  q.ueflion  operated  like  a  touchftone.  In 
other  matters,  the  different  orders  and  parties  were  constantly  divided  among  themfelves; 
but  now  every  man  was  under  a  neceffity  of  avowing  and  fupporting  his  principles,  or  of 
giving  them  up  for  ever.  What  had-  never  happened  before,  the  prefideat  now  faw,  on  his 
right  hand  and  on  his  left,  the  whole  Affembly  arranged  in  two  grand  hoftiledivifions,  and 
thefe  fo  nearly  poifed  in  point  of  number,  that  the  moft  experienced  eye  could  not  de- 
termine on  which  fide  the  advantage  might  lie.  The  conflicts  were  fo  hard  fought  on 
both  fides,  fo  often  renewed,  and  fo  long  continued,  and  the  fubjecSt  of  debate  fo.  induf- 
trioufly  fpread  and  univerfally  known,  that  the  whole  nation  became  parties,  in  the  con- 
teft,  and  thediffention  and  agitation  were  not  lofs  among  the  people  at  large,  than  it  was 
within  the  walls  of  the  Affembly. — Iliacos  intra  muros  peccatur  ct  extra. — All  the  paffions 
v/Jiich  had  hitherto  been  in  feme  degree  fmothered,  now  burft  forth  with  greater  force 
from  their  reflraint,  and  many,  fprung  from  recent  caufes,  appeared  in  all  the  ardour  of 
youth.  Rabaut  acknowledges,  that  every  debate  in  the  Affembly  was  now  a  quarrel1Bi 
and  the  heat  and  violence  without  were  ftill  greater.. 

On  the  one  fide  were  arranged,  in  the  firft  inftance,  thofe  who  had,  at  all  times,  con- 
fuiered  the  fovereign  as  the  fole  and  rightful  legiflator :  with  thefe  were  joined  a  fecond 
defcription  of  perfons,  who,  without  entering  into  the  abftracl  principle,  were,  from 
habit  or  opinion,  attached  to  monarchy,  and  who  were  ftricken  with  dread  and  horror  at 
the  fudden  torrent  of  republicanifm  which  now  fo  fuddenly  overfpread  the  land ;  to 
thefe  were  to  be  added  the  fmaller  band,  who  felt  themfelves  attached  by  affection  to  the 
perfon  of  the  king;  and  that,  much  more  numerous,  which,  from  interested  motives, 
found  itfelf  bound  at  all  events  to  the  fupport  of  monarchical  government,  But  what 
conftituted  the  great  force  on  that  fide  was  the  new  acceffion  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
who,  though  reduced  in  power,  were  ftill  refpectable,  if  not  formidable,  from  their  num- 
ber, as  well  as  from  the  portion  of  influence  which  they  ftill  retained.  Thefe,  at  length 
become  fenfible  of  the  baleful  effects  of  their  paft  tergiverfation,  reflecting,  in  bitternefs 
of  heart,  upon  the  manner  in  which  both  orders  had  been  alternately  duped  by  the  com- 
mons, and  led  blindly  to  play  their  own  game  into  their  hands,  and  clearly  perceiving 
now  that  nothing  lefs  than  their  final  ruin  was  intended,  were  fully  convinced  that  no- 
thing could  avert  that  ruin,  but  the  retaining  of  fo  much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  king, 

11  English  tranflation,  p.  in. 
•  as 
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s«  might  operate,  in  a  certain  degree,  as  a  check  to  the  prevailing  fyftem,  and  enable  him  - 
t©  interpofe  with  effect  in  their  prefervation. 

On  the  other  fide,  in  much  clofer  and  firmer  array,  and  much  better  officered  and  com- 
manded, was  the  wholebodyof  republicans  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  who,  notwithflanding: 
the  innumerable  divifions  into  which  they  were  formed,  and  the  great  diftances  by  which 
the  parts  were  feparated,    were  fo   intimately   connected,   and  their  corrcfpondence  and 
union  fo  perfectly  eftablifhed,  that  their  general  movements  difplayed  the  facility  which 
mioTit  have  been  expected  from  thofeof  a  fingle  individual.     With  thefe  were  joined  no, . 
fmall  number  of  men,  who  flood  in  the  very  fingular  predicament,  that  though  they  join-,- 
edthe  republicans  in  every  thing,  they  were  notwithflanding  attached  to  fome  undefined,  i 
or  unknown  fpecies  of  monarchy,  but  were  unable  themfelves  to  decide  what  that  fhould+  i 
be;  thefe,  having  no  other  principle  of  union  or  action  than  one  common  fear,  that  the,  ■ 
crown   might   recover  its  former  preponderance  and  power,  could  fee  no_othcr  evil  or.- 
danger  whatever;  but  that  was  fo  flrongly  impreffed  on  their  minds,  that  it  feemed  dif-. 
ficult  to  affign  what  degree  of  humiliation  or  weaknefs  it  could  he  reduced  to,   which; 
would  prove  fufficient  to  remove  their  apprehensions.     Under  this  impreffion,  although, 
they    were  directly  adverfe  to  republicanifm  in  principle,  their  conduct  produced  the. 
iame  effect  as  if  they  had  been  the  warmeft  and  moft  determined  zealots  in  the  caufe  ;j 
nor  were  they  awakened  from  this  delufion  till  the  bufinefs  was, over,  when  their  opi- 
nion and  action  were  as  ufelefs  as  their  repentance. 

But  that  great  power  which  over- ruled  all  others'  in  the  kingdom,  that,  turbulent, 
metropolis,  which  contained  within  its  wall  a  numerous  nation  of  its  own,  was  not 
only  fufficient  to  turn,  but  abfolutely  directed. the  management  of,  the  fcale  in  all  cafea 
as  it  liked.  Paris,  therefore,  little  needed  the  aid  of  its  provincial  affiflants,  fuch  as. 
Rennes  in  Brittany,  which  maintained  a  dofe  and  regular  .correfpondence  with  the  pa-v 
triotic  party  at  Verfailles  ,9;  Dinant,  and  feveral  other  of  the  more  confiderable  cities, 
and  towns,  which,  having  imbibed  the  fame  republican  ideas,  were,  though,  inferior  in,  < 
ftrength,  fcarcely  lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe; 

The  queflion  which  gave  rife  to-. the  longefr,  and  moft  violent  difcuffions,  both  within,  1 
and  without  the  Affembly,  was  that  relative  to  the  king's  veto  or  negative  upon  the, 
paffing  of  laws.  It  was  foon  perceptible,  that  the  difference  between  the  two  parties— > 
a  difference  moft  induftrioufly  promoted  and  increafed  by  the  circulation  of  pamphlets, 
in  which,  as  ufual,  reafon  was  facrificed  to  paffion — was  fo  wide,  that  an  union  or  conci- 
liation of  fentiment  was  nearly  impoffible  ;  for,  while  one  party  adduced  the  moft  .con- 
's Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  ut. 

vincive  :. 
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vineivc  rcAfous  to  prove  that  tins  authority  in  the  crown  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
the  public  intereft,  in  orJcr  to  prefcrve  a  check  upon  the  tumultuary  nature  of  public 
aflemblies,  and  to  prevent  their  paffing,  not  only  without  due  confideration,  but  under 
the  influence  perhaps  of  the  molt  fudden  and  outrageous  paffions,  laws,  which,  from, 
their  ahfurdity,  thiir  iniquity,  or  impolicy,  might  draw  on  national  difgrace,  public  in- 
iuftice,  or  even  foreign  danger;  on  the  other  fide,  the  retaining  of  this  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  would,  it  was  reprefented,  prove  the  means  of  overthrowing  every 
thing  that  hail  yet  been  clone  for  the  liberty  and  good  of  the  people  ;  that  by  this  nega- 
tive, without  affigning  any  reafon  or  motive  for  his  conduct,  he  might  obftruc"l  thofe 
nieafures  which  were  of  the  higheft  utility  to  the  people,  merely  to  favour  tbe  intrigues 
of  his  court,  or  the  machinations  of  his  minifters  ;  that,  by  thus  impeding  or  arrefting 
the  operations  of  the  AfTembly,  the  great  work  of  regeneration,  which  the  people  now  fo 
confidently  expected,  would  be  rendered  impracticable,  and  all  their  hopes  fruftrated  ; 
that  if  the  ill  effects  of  this  dangerous  power  did  not  immediately  take  place,  they  would 
not  be  the  lefs  certain,  when  the  proper  feafon  arrived  for  their  operation  ;  that  when 
the  prefent  vigilance  of  the  people  and  their  reprefentatives  was  relaxed,  and  means  ufed 
to  lull  them  into  a  fatal fecurity,  then  the  king  might  fuddenly,  at  his  pleafure,  inflict  a 
paralytic  ftroke  upon  the  legiflative  body,  which  would  difable  and  render  it  totally  ufe- 
lefs  ;  and  that,  in  fact,  this  veto  was  a  never-failing  inftrumentof  tyranny,  and  the  moft 
odious  and  dangerous  relick  of  ancient  defpotifm  which  could  poflibly  be  retained; 

Such  were  the  general  arguments  employed  at  the  outfet  of  thebufinefs;  but  when 
the  different  queftions  on  this  fubject  were  framed  into  a  regular  fhape,  the  debates  be- 
came more  pointed  and  particular.  A  considerable  number  of  deputies,  however,  be- 
lieving they  had  no  right  to  eftablifh  for  their  conftituents  a  different  conftitution  from 
that  which  thofe  conftituents  had  demanded,  defirtd  that  thofe  parts  of  their  inftrucYions 
which  related  to  this  fubject  might  be  read.  But  the  very  fame  perfons  who  had  infifl- 
ed  that  their  inftrucYions  compelled  them  to  reject  the  loan,  now  maintained  that  they 
were  totally  null  in  all  cot.ftitutional  queftions20!  Mirabeau,  who,  on  the  feventb  of 
Auguft,  had  faid,  that  if  the  Aflemhly  adopted  the  project  for  a  loan,  they  would  gain 
neither  credit  nor  confidence,  becaufc  they  would  ail  in  contradiftion  to  their  conjlitucnts  ;  be~ 
ccufe  they  would  violate  their  mandates  ;  oblerved,  on  the  twenty-ninth,  that  fuch  members 
as  thought  th.-r.  iclves  obliged  to  agree  with  their  corrftituents,  and  to  obey  their  man- 
dates ot.  -  :  'utiona!  queftions,  might  have  fent  their  cahicrs  to  the  AfTembly,  inftead  of 
coining  themfelves. 

The  queftions  that  now  remained  to  be  difculTed,  with  regard  to  the  veto,  were  thefe 

*°  Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  u6. 
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—  •    /.lay  the  king  refufe  his  affent  to  the  acts  of  the  legislative  body  ?" — "  In  cafe  Che 
"  king  ihould  reiuft  his  aSSent,  fhall  his  refufal  he  final,  W  ft  "j^.iuve  only  ?" 

Meffieurs  Mounier.  Lally-Tolendal,  Treillard,  d'Entrngues,  Mirabenu,  and  the  duke 
de  Liancourt,  were  the  mioft  Strenuous  adyocates  in  favour  of  an  abfolute  veto.  Two 
powers,  they  obferved,  were  neceffary  to  the  exiftence  of  the  body  politic — the  power  of 
willing,  and  the  power  of  acting.  By  the  firft,  a  fociety  eftablifhed  the  rules  of  its  own 
conduct,  the  end  of  which  was  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  By  the  fecond,  thefe  rules 
were  carried  into  execution,  and  the  public  force  was  calculated  to  enfure  the  triumph 
of  fociety  over  all  obftacles  which  might  arife  to  fuch  execution  from  the  oppofition  of 
individuals.  Both  of  thefe  powers,  they  faid,  were  equally  neceffary,  and  equally  dear 
to  the  nation  :  if  on  the  one  hand  the  fupport  of  public  freedom  required  that  the  legis- 
lative body  fhould  be  fecured  from  the  attacks  of  the  executive  power,  it  was  not  lefs 
neceffary,  on  the  other,  that  the  latter  fhould  be  invariably  fupplied  with  the  means  of 
protection  againft  the  invafions  of  the  former21 :  which  means  could  only  exifr  in  the 
right  of  the  fupreme  chief  of  the  nation  to  examine  the  acts  of  the  legiflative  power, 
and  to  refufe  to  endow  them  with  the  facred  character  of  laws. 

If  the  whole  collective  body  of  the  people  were  capable  of  expreffing  their  will  in 
direct  terms,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  that  will  fhould  be  fubjected  to  a  royal 
Sanction;  but  in  a  ftate  where,  by  the  nature  of  things,  they  were  forced  toentruft  their 
powers  to  reprefentatives,  who  might  be  chefen  more  from  circumftances  of  fortune 
and  fituation,  than  from  perfonal  virtue  and  merit,  fuch  a  prerogative  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary to  be  verted  in  the  monarch,  in  order  that  he  might  counteract  that  fpecies  of 
ariftocracy,  which,  inceffantly  tending  to  the  acquifition  of  a  legal  confiftency,  would  be- 
come equally  hoftile  to  the  prince,  whom  it  would  endeavour  to  equal  in  power,  and  to 
the  people,  whom  it  would  attempt  to  keep  in  a  ftate  of  Subjection :  hence  that  natural 
and  neceffary  alliance  againft  every  fpecies  of  ariftocracy  between  the  prince  and  the 
people,  which  was  founded  on  an  uniformity  of  interefts  and  of  fears,  urging  them  to 
the  attainment  of  the  fame  object,  and  rendering  their  wills  Similar  and  uniform. 

If  the  king  were  deprived  of  his  veto  on  all  the  proportions  of  law  that  might  be 
Submitted  to  him  by  the  National  Affembly,  was  it  not  evidently  poflible,  they  afked, 
that,  from  a  fatal  error,  or  a  criminal  coalition  of  ambitious  or  unenlightened  reprefen- 
tatives, he  might  be  forced  to  execute  a  will  contrary  to  the  general  will,  and  even  to 
employ  the  public  force  againft  the  nation  itfelf  ? 

•*  "  II  the  executive  power" — fays  the  prefident  Montefquieu — "  have  not  a  right  to  flop  the  enterprizes  of  the 
"  legislative  body,  the  latter  will  be  defpotic ;  for  as  in  that  cafe  it  will  have  the  ability  to  afiume  all  poflible 
«  authority,  it  will  annihilate  all  the  other  powers." — Efpit  da  Loix,  liv.  ii.  chap.  6, 

Again, 
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pin,  if  the  pVmcehad  no  veto,  what  could  prevent  the  reprefentatives  from  prolong- 
,  lio;»  perpetuating  their  own  authority,  and  fubvertinp  political  freedom,  as  the  long 
parliament  formerly  did  in  England  ?  What  could  prevent  them  from  invading,  by  de- 
grees, all  the  functions  c;f  the  executive  power ;  from  uniting  in  their  own  perfons  all  the 
powers  of  the  ftate  ;  from  rendering  the  royal  authority  the  pafhve  inftrument  of  their 
capiice;  and  from  re-plunging  the  people  into  a  ftate  of  fiavery  ? 

It  was  upged,  that  there  were  only  two  cafes  in  which  the  monarch  could  be  fuppofed 
to  re f ufe  his  affent  : — Firft,  where  he  conceives  the  law  in  queftion  to  be  prejudicial  to 
the  interefts  of  the  nation  ;  or,  fecondly,  where  deceived  by  his  minifters,  he  is  induced 
'  to  rcfift.a  law  which  is  injurious  to  their  perfonal  interefts. — In  the  firft  cafe,  the  refufal 
would  certainly  be  productive  of  good  to  the  ftate  ;  in  the  fecond,  the  edict  of  the  law 
would  only  be  fufpended ;  for  it  would  be  impoftible  that  the  king  ftiould  refill  the 
•known  wilhes  of  the  nation;  and  his  veto,  however  abfolute,  would,  in  fact,  only  ope- 
rate as  an  appeal  from  the  legiflature  to  the  people  at  large:  the  legiilative  body  would 
alfo  have  an  irrefiftthle  check  upon  the  improper  ufe  of  the  prerogative,  in  their  ability 
to  withhold  the  fupplies,  or  refufe  the  neceffary  military  eftabliihment  for  the  defence  of 
the  ftate. 

The  royal  veto  was,  therefore,  they  maintained,  fufficiently*  limited,  in  point  of 
fall,  though  the  moil  ferious  confequences  would  arife,  were  it  equally  limited  by 
law  :  to  aftign  a  period  to  the  effect  of  the  veto,  would  be  to  compel  the  chief  of  the 
executive  power  to  contract  a  folemn  engagement  to  enforce  the  execution  of  a  law 
which  he  difapproved  ;  it  would  be  giving  him  only  a  degraded  authority,  forming  a 
glaring  contraft  with  the  extenfive  power  with  which  the  public  intereft  imperatively 
required  he  ftiould  be  vefted  ;  it  would  be  to  engage  him  to  adopt  with  indifference  laws 
that  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  people  alone  ;  it  would  be  to  arm  him,  in  defence  of  his 
prerogative,  agaiivft  the  legiflative  body,  by  means  of  an  infurrection,  which  he  would 
be  able  to  juftify  by  the  moil  plaufive  pretences,  and  which  would  ever  find  numerous 
partizans ;  whereas,  if  the  power  to  exert  an  abfolute  veto  remained  entire,  illegal  and  vio- 
lent refiftance,  being  ufelefs  to  the  prince,  would  never  be  employed,  without  exciting 
that  difguft  and  alarm,  which  would  be  attended  with  infinite  danger  to  the  minifters, 
and  even  to  the,  king  himfelf. 

It  was  obferved  that  the  example -of  America  was  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  fifua- 
tion  of  France:  that  the  refpedtive  governors  of  the  United  States  fhould  only  barea 
fufpenfive  veto,  might  be  proper  ;  it  was  a  regulation  that  might  be  adapted  to  their- parti- 
cular pofition  ;  the  authority  of  thefe  governors  was  temporary;  they  had,; one  with 
the  other,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  perfons  to  govern  ;•  their  prerogative 
flood  in  no  need  of  a  vigorous  fupport ;  fince  it  had  as  many  ,prote&ors  as  there  were 

citizens 
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citizens  who  hoped  to  fucceed  to  the  government :  but,  to  infer  from  thence  that  the 
fame  kind  of  veto  wris  fufficient  for  an  hereditary  monarch,  for  a  king  who  had  hx-and- 
twenty  millions  of  fubje£ts  to  govern,  whofe  prerogative  was  a  perpetual  object  of  envy, 
and  required  the  mofi:  acYive  exercife — it  was  an  inference  that  could  not  but  excite 
the  greateft  aftonifhment ". 

It  would  be  poflible,  they  iniifted,  to  prove  that  to  difpute  whether  the  veto  of  the 
king  fhould  be  abfolute  or  fufpenfive,  was  tantamount  to  a  difcuflion  of  this  queftion — 
whether  or  not  there  fhould  be  any  king  in  France  ?  but  the  nation  had  declared  its 
will,  that  there  fhould  be  a  king;  and  the  freedom  of  the  nation  required  a  king,  re- 
quired that  he  fhould  be  vefted  with  regal  prerogatives,  and  required  that  he  fhould  have 
an  unlimited  fanclion. 

Mirabeau,  after  fupporting,  in  one  of  the  belt  fpeeches  he  ever  made,  the  abfolute 
•veto  of  the  king,  with  infinite  energy,  declared — That  it  would  be  better  to  live  at  Con- 
Jlantinople  than  in  France,  if  laws  could  be  made  without  the  royal  fanclion  *3. 

M.  Mounier  obferved,  that  the  moft  glorious  functions  of  fovereignty  were  thofe  of 
the  legiflative  body ;  that  if  the  monarch  did  not  conftitute  an  integral  part  of  that 
body  ;  if  he  had  no  influence  in  the  eftablifhment  of  laws,  he  would  be  reduced  to  the 
capacity  of  a  mere  magiftrate,  fubjecl  to  its  orders,  or  of  a  general  of  its  armies  ;  the  go- 
vernment would  no  longer  be  a  monarchy,  but  a  republic,  and  the  royal  authority  would 
no  longer  be  refpedied  by  the  people,  becaufe  it  would  no  longer  contribute  to  the  pro- 
mulgation of  good  and  falutary  laws:  that  the  laws  fhould  invariably  be  the  refult  of 
a  concurrence  between  thofe  for  whom  they  are  made,  and  him  by  whom  they  are  to  be 
executed  :  that  the  head  of  a  monarchy  fhould  never  be  feparated  from  a  legiflation  by 
whofe  decrees  he  was  to  govern :  in  fhort,  that  it  was  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the 
general  will  of  a  nation  fhould  confift  of  the  will  of  the  king,  combined  with  the  will 
of  the  national  reprefentatives ;  fince,  if  that  will  were  formed  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  firft  citizen,  it  would  no  longer  be  the  general  will. 

The  abbe  Sieyes  remarked,  that  there  was  an  identity  between  the  king  and  the  nation. 
How  then,  it  was  afked,  could  the  king  be  feparated  from  the  nation  ?  Confidered  as  its 
principal  reprefentative,    has  he  not  the  fame  claim  with  the  reprefentative  body,  to  a 

"  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  p.  58,  et  fuivantes, 
*3  Pieces  Juftificatives  a  la  fin  du  Memcire  de  M.  le  Comte  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.i  35,  136. — But  it  is  curious  to 
obferve,   that  at  the  very  time  when  Mirabeau  fo  ably  defended  the  veto  of  the  king,  his  emiffaries  in  Paris  Wei's 
inftrutted  to  perfuade  the  people  that  he  oppofed  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  ;  and,  to  fupport  the  delufion,  he 
took  care  to  quit  the  Afiembly  juft  before  the  divifion,  that  his  vote  might  not  appear  as  *  record  againft  it. 

Z  z  .  r'ght 
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Tight  of  participating  in  the  formation  of  laws  ?  If  he  be  alfo  confidered  as  the  head  of 
the  nation,  and  not  reprefcnted  by  any  of  its  delegates,  is  it  not  clear,  that  as  he  does  not 
exercife  his  right  mediately  in  the  Affembly,he  ought  to  exercife  it  immediately  ? — that  is  to 
fay,  that  his  particular  will  ought  to  be  joined  to  the  general  will  of  the  other  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  render  the  law  complete,  without  which,  what  is  de- 
fined to  be  the  will  of  all,  would  not  be  his,  and  therefore  would  not  be  law. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended,  that  however  eminent,  however  extenfive,  the 
royal  prerogative  ought  to  be,  it  was  impoffible  to  find  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  the 
king's  authority  that  could  make  him  an  integral  part  of  the  law  :  the  fovereign,  that  is 
to  fay  the  people,  keep  in  their  own  hands  all  that  portion  of  power  which  they  are 
able  to  exercife,  and  only  delegate  what  they  are  unable  to  exercife  ;  they  delegate  the 
executive  power  which  is  effentially  tranfmiffible,  and  which,  in  a  vaft  country,  contain- 
ing an  immenfe  population,  they  can  only  exercife  by  confiding  it,  in  it3  utmoft  pleni- 
tude, to  the  hands  of  an  individual ;  they  referve  to  themfelves  the  true  power,  the  le- 
giflative  power,  which  they  do  not  delegate,  becaufe  they  can  always  exercife  it,  through 
the  medium  of  their  reprefentatives. 

It  was  maintained,  that  the  affertion,  that  the  king  was  a  continual  reprefentative  of  the 
nation,  was  a  falfe  affertion:  the  union  of  the  two  ideas  implied  a  contradiction,  for 
every  reprefentative  is  revocable,  and,  if  he  be  not  revocable,  he  is  no  reprefentative ; 
how  then  could  the  right  of  reprefenting  the  nation  be  hereditary?  By  accumulating 
contradictory  titles  on  the  head  of  the  king,  it  was  faid,  thofe  titles  would  be  weakened, 
and  his  lawful  authority  be  endangered;  he  could  not  at  once  be  chief  and  reprefenta- 
tive, legiflator  and  executor;  for  if  he  were  a  reprefentative  he  was  not  chief;  and  if  he 
were  a  chief  he  was  no  reprefentative  ;  if  he  were  legiflator  he  ought  not  to  be  execu- 
tor, becaufe  the  union  of  thefe  two  powers  was  incompatible  with  all  principles  of 
government ;  and  if  he  were  executor  he  could  not  be  a  reprefentative,  becaufe  it  wa3 
repugnant  to  common  fenfe,  that  a  mandatary  fhould  execute  the  law  which  he  has  made. 

It  was  infifted,  that  the  legiflative  power  was  effentially  one,  and  ought  to  be  exercifed 
wholly  by  all,  or  in  the  name  of  all:  it  ought,  therefore,  always  to  be  republican,  evert 
when  the  executive  power,  or  the  government,  was  monarchical :  the  only  difference 
which  diftinguifhed  a  chief  from  a  mafter,  and  a  monarch  from  a  defpot,  was  that  the 
chief  and  the  monarch  directed  their  private  will  by  the  general  will,  whereas  the  mafter 
and  the  defpot  wifhedto  fubjedr.  the  wjll  of  all  to  their  own  will:  the  chief  of  the  French 
would  be,  therefore,  converted  into  their  mafter,  and  the  monarch  into  a  defpot,  if  the 
intervention  of  his  perfonal  will  were  permitted,  in  order  to  ftop,  annihilate,  or  even  fuf- 
yead,  the  will  of  the  nation,  as  expreffed  by  its  reprefentatives. 

.     -  The 
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The  fame  party  Axenuoufly  urged,  that  the  right  of  prevention  was  fynonimous  with 
the  right  of  formation;  that  it  was  that  alone  which  conftituted  the  majority  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  whofe  right  of  formation  would  not  be  difputed  :  when  a  motion  was 
only  fupported  by  the  minority,  the  majority  exprefled  the  national  will  by  rejecting  it ; 
it  exercifed  its  legiflative  power  exempt  from  all  limitation  :  but  the  right  of  prevention, 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  power,  would  be  infinitely  more  arbitrary;  for  the 
majority  of  the  legiflative  body  only  flop  the  will  of  the  monarchy,  whereas  the  go- 
vernment would  flop  the  will  of  the  majority  itfelf,  that  is,  the  national  will,  which 
nothing  ought  to  flop  ;  and  the  veto,  in  fuch  hands,  would  become  a  Lettre  de  Cachet 
againft  the  fupreme  will  of  the  nation. 

The  fufpenflve  veto,  or  appeal  to  the  nation,  they  faid,  would  be  attended  with  worfe 
confequences  than  even  the  abfolute  veto;  it  would  change  the  very  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  fubftitute  a  pure  democracy  in  the  place  of  a  reprefentative  government: 
France  neither -was  nor  could  be  a  democracy :  fix-and-twenty  millions  of  men,  of  whom 
nine-tenths  were  deftitute  of  inftruition,  and  reduced  by  the  preflure  of  want  to  mere 
working-machines  (machines  de  travail)  could  not  directly  concur  in  the  formation  of 
laws;  difperfed  over  a  furface  of  five-and-twenty  thousand  fquare  leagues,  they  could 
not  poflibly  unite  in  one  aflembly;  it  was,  therefore,  neceflary,  for  the  general  utility, 
that  they  fliould  aft  by  reprefentatives,  who  were  much  more  capable  than  themfelves 
of  underftanding  the  true  intereft  of  the  community,  and  of  interpreting  their  own  will 
on  that  fubjedh  The  appeal  to  the  people  would  refer  the  legiflative  power  from 
the  reprefentative  bsdy  to  the  nation  itfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  to  two  or  three  hundred  legif- 
latures,  in  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  neither  deliberation  nor  difcuflion  could 
take  place :  it  would  create  a  breach  between  the  nation  and  her  reprefentatives,  her 
monarch  and  her/elf;  the  profcription  of  the  royal  veto  was,  therefore,  as  eflential  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  king  as  to  the  freedom  of  the  people.  But,  it  was  pretended,  they  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  legiflative  power  might  one  day  encroach  upon  the  executive  power  ;  as 
if  it  were  an  eafy  matter  for  a  power  deftitute  of  arms  to  fubvert  a  power  that  was  con- 
ftantly  armed  ;  as  if  an  aflembly  of  twelve  hundred  men,  always  rivals  in  influence, 
even  when  they  could  not  be  rivals  in  ability,  and  inverted,  for  a  very  (hort  time,  with 
a  portion  of  the  national  authority,  but  without  any  perfonal  power,  could  find  fufflcient 
means  to  concert  and  execute,  in  a  fmall  number  of  years,  plans  of  invafion  againft  the 
perpetual  and  hereditary  depofltory  of  the  public  force.  Confult  hiftory — faid  they— ■ 
and  you  will  invariably  find  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  inceflantly  employed  in 
reftraining  the  executive  power,  and  never  in  ufurping  it :  the  long  parliament  itfelf  has 
been  unjuftly  accufed  of  the  violences  of  Fairfax,  and  the  crimes  of  Cromwell.  If  it 
retained  its  power  too  long,  the  reafon  is  that  the  conjlitution  of  England  has  never  pro- 
teclednor  preferved  the  conflituting  power  of  the  people ;  that  the  law  there  gives  to  the  prince 
the  abfurd  right  of  diffolving  the  parliament  at  his  pleafure,  and  that  fatal  royal  veto 

Z  z  2  which 
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cttufed  the  blood  of  the  Englifo  tofluiv  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  that  of  their  king  to  befied 
upon  the  fcajfold**. 

It  is  not — purfued  thefe  oppofers  of  the  royal  prerogative — in  the  defperate  refources 
of  difbanding  the  army,  and  rcfufing  the  fupplies,  that  a  barrier  fhou Id  be  fought  for 
a"-ainft  the  ambition  of  monarchs:  the  confequence  that  would  refult  from  thefe  violent 
meafures  would  prove  more  fatal  to  the  people  than  to  the  king.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
conftitution  itfelf,  in  your  prudence  in  arming  him  only  with  fuch  a  degree  of  power  as 
is  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  laws,  and  of  the  public  tranquillity.  A  perma- 
nent affembly  can  never  fecure  us  againft  the  effects  of  a  veto,  which  may  alfo  be  per- 
manent itfelf.  Doubtlefs  a  good  king  will  always  comply  with  the  wiflies  of  the  na- 
tion ;  but  a  violent  and  obftinate  monarch  will  expofe,  if  it  be  neceffary,  both  his  crown 
and  his  life,  in  defence  of  his  prerogative. 

If  you  are  to  look  for  a  check  upon  the  impetuous  movements  of  a  very  numerous 
lcgiflative  affembly,  united  in  one  chamber,  you  muft  not  expect  to  find  it  in  the  royal 
veto :  when  the  evil  is  in  the  Affembly,  the  remedy  muft  not  be  fought  for  out  of  the 
Affembly :  when  a  fkilful  mechanic  wifhes  to  give  a  regular  motion  to  the  wheels  of  h'19 
machine,  he  fixes  the  regulator  in  the  machine  itfelf.  But  the  veto  will  not  be  in  the 
]e°iflative  affembly,  but  out  of  it  ;  it  will  not  temper  the  violence  of  debate  ;  and  it  will 
defpotically  annihilate  all  deliberate  decifions,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  adopted  with 
precipitation. 

It  is  ftill  Iefs  to  be  looked  for  in  infurredVions ;  a  frequent  repetition  of  thofe  violent 
fhocks  would  effect  the  diffolution  of  the  body  politic ;  but  it  is  in  the  feparation  of 
powers;  the  frequent  change  of  the  members  of  the  National  Affembly;  in  the  frequent 
cxercife  of  the  conftituting  power  of  the  people,  that  you  will  be  able  to  fix  a  rampart 
that  will  alike  refift  the  audacity  of  defpots,  and  the  ambitious  fpirit  of  repiefentatives- 
who  are  unworthy  of  their  auguft  functions. 

Such  were  the  arguments  adduced  by  Meffieurs  Garat  junior,  de  Landine,  Sales,  Beau- 
metz,  and  others,  in  oppofition  to  the  royal  negative,  and  in  reply  to  thofe  who  defended  that 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  There  was  only  one  point  in  which  the  two  parties  appeared 
to  agree,  and  that  was,  in  the  rejection  of  the  fufpenfive  vetv ;  but  though  this  feemed  to 
preclude  all  hope   of  accommodation,  the  popular  party,  finding  the  ftrength  of  their 

**The  grofs  ignorance  betrayed  by  thefe  people,  of  the  true  principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  of  their 
tendency  and  effects,  can  only  be  equalled  by  their  prefumption ;  they  feldom,  indeed,  quote  hiftory  but  to  mifre- 
preftnt  or  pervert  the  facts  to  which  they  allude ;  and  their  general  obfervations,  as  well  as  the  whole  tenour  of 
iiieu  arguments,  prove  them  to  be  alike  deftitute  of  political  and  of  historical  knowledge. 

opponents 
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opponents  greater  than  they  had  expecled,  affected  to  give  way,  in  a  certain  degree,  and, 
by  this  femblance  of  moderation,  brought  over  to  their  fide  fome  of  thofe  indecifive  cha- 
racters, who  are  apt  to  think  themfelves  at  liberty  to  relax  in  their  principles  on  politi- 
cal points  that  involve  the  welfare  of  a  ftate,  with  the  fame  facility  as  if  their  own  per- 
fonal  intereft  were  only  at  ftake  ;  and  thus,  in  order  to  promote  a  temporary  and  evanef- 
cent  peace  and  harmony,  lay  the  bafis  of  permanent  difcord,  and  lafling  diffentions. 

The  fame  perfons  then  who  had  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  veto,  whether  abfolute  or  fufi- 
pcnfive,  now  acknowledged,  that  to  deprive  the  fupreme  depofitory  of  the  executive 
power  of  the  latter  prerogative  would  be  attended  with  danger  to  the  ftate,  though  to. 
entruft  him  with  the  former  would  be  ftill  more  dangerous;  that  the  decifions  of  repre- 
fentativ.es,  who  are  not  infallible,  may  fometimes  be  repugnant  to  the  decifions  of  the 
nation  itfelf,  in  which  cafe  it  was  the  undoubted  right,  as  it  was  alfo  the  intereft,  of  the 
latter,  to  provide  fuch  a  counterpoife  as  would  prevent  the  former  from  profiting  by  the 
inactivity  or  inattention  of  the  people,  to  attack  their  rights,  or  fubvert  their  freedom. 
They  faid,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  admit  the  monarch  to  a  participation  of  the  legifla- 
tive  power;  but  that  the  fufpenfion  of  a  law  was  not  the  aiSf.  of  a  legillator,  concurring 
in  its  formation;  it  was  only  an  intervention  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate  for  retarding 
the  fancuon  of  a  de^ee. 

The  appeal  to  the  people,  faid  they,  is  both  impolitic  and  unconftitutional.  In  a 
country  which  is  not  a  democracy,  and  France  can  never  be  one,  the  people  can  neither 
fpeak  nor  a£l  but  by  their  reprefentatives:  an  appeal  therefore  could  only  be  made  from 
the  nation  to  itfelf,  and  not  from  the  reprefentatives  to  their  conftituents,  fince  thefe  laft 
can  only  make  themfelves  heard  through  the  national  deputies.  All  France,  by  adopt- 
ing a  reprefentative  government,  has  profcribed  thofe  mandates,  which  would  change  the 
legiflative  ailembly  into  a  troop  of  vote  carriers  and  political  courier s2*.  The  National 
AiTembly  ought,  doubtlefs,  to  be  eternal,  but  its  members  fhould  be  frequently  changed. 
Suppofing  then,  that  the  fame  deputies  fhould  be  entrufted,  for  two  or  three  years,  with 
the  powers  of  the  nation,  what  inconvenience  could  refult  from  the  right  of  the  mo- 
narch to  fufpend  the  promulgation  of  laws  which  he  fhould  deem  hoftile  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Mate  during  a  gi  en  number  of  fucceffive  legiflatures,  the  period  being  fixed  at 
which  his  icfufal  would  ceale  to  operate  ? 

Does  not,  they  purfued,  thisfufpenfive.wrfl,  on  the  contrary,  tend  to  excite  a  recipro- 

*5  This  ic  a  curiou'  mode  of  reafoning;  for  the  purpofe  of  annulling'  thofe  instructions  which  the  members  had 
all  fwc  t.  Vjy,  rh  1'-  ingenious  logi  :fans  r  al  e  the  adoption  of  a  reprtfentative  government  by  their  conftituents 
defl  'i.'.  o'  mandates  given  fuMequeni  to  ich  adoption;  for  the  people  had  of  courfe  chofen  their  reprefenta. 
tives  before  they  gave  them  tneir  n,ftruclions  ! ! ! 

cal 
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cal  fprrit  of  emulation  between  the  king  and  the  rcprefentatives,  whence  mud  inevitably 
relult  the  molt  fignal  advantages  for  the  public  caufe  ?  Will  not  the  deputies  of  the 
people  become  more  cautious  in  prefenting  for  the  royal  fancTion  fuch  precipitate  laws  as 
the  king  may  refufe  to  adopt ;  and,  by  fuch  refufal,  fecure  the  applaufe  of  the  nation  ? 
and  will  the  monarch  dare  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  wife  and  ufeful  laws,  when  a  pe- 
riod is  afligned  at  which  his  will  muft  give  way  to  the  will  of  the  nation  ?  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  that  feveral  fucceflivc  legiflatures  fhould  concur  in  confpiring  againft  the  public  in- 
terert :  it  is  impoffible  that  the  prince  fhould  have  any  lawful -reafon  for  refilling  the 
general  will,  fo  manifefied. 

And  let  it  not  be  faid  that  this  power  of  fufpenfion  may  be  dangerous  at  a  time  when 
the  nation  is  employed  in  creating  a  conjlitution  for  itfclf,  for  the  conftitution  of  a  people 
can  never  be  fubjecled  to  the  royal  fanction  ;  not  that  it  is  to  be  dreaded  that  the  legifla- 
tive  body  may  invade  the  authority  of  the  prince,  fince  that  authority  will  be  defined  by 
the  conftitution  itfelf,  which  will  be  equally  fecured  againft  the  attacks  of  legiflators  and 
of  kings;  nor  yet  let  it  be  faid,  that  fuch  a  power  would  degrade  the  majefty  of  the 
throne;  for  the  majefty  of  the  monarch  confifts  not  in  the  extent  of  his  authority,  but 
in  that  of  his  beneficence.  It  is  defpotifm  that  degrades  the  fceptre,  while  the  title  of 
fupreme  executor  of  the  laws  ennobles  and  <-confecrates  the  dignity  of  the  chief  of 
the  nation. 

The  abfolute  veto  is  incompatible  with  this  fundamental  principle  of  every  legiflation 
'—the  law  is  the  exprcjjion  of  the  general  will — and  might  precipitate  the  nation  into  the 
mod  abfurd  defpotifm.  The  refufal  of  fupplies,  and  the  difbanding  of  the  army,  would 
light  up  the  fire  of  difcord  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  would  render  it  incapable  of  ex- 
ternal defence,  and  would  yield  it  up  an  eafy  prey  to  the  arms  of  its  enemies.  The  ap- 
peal to  the  people  would  break  the  main  fpring  of  government,  and  inceffantly  renew  the 
prevalence  of  anarchy.  The  fufpenjive  veto,  that  is  to  fay,  an  appeal  from  a  prefent  le- 
giflatureto  a  future  one,  can  alone  fecure  the  rights  of  the  nation  and  thofe  of  its  chief, 
by  placing  in  the  centre  of  the  political  machine — the  National  Affembly — the  regula- 
tor which  is  to  direct  all  its  movements16. 

Such  were  the  new  arguments  applied  in  oppofition  to  the  abfolute  negative  of  the 
crown ;  but  it  muft  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  difcuflions  on  this  important  queftion  were 
confined  to  the  Affembly  ;  for  though  the  popular  leaders  had  broached  the  doctrine,  that 
the  people  could  neither  fpeak  nor  act  but  through  their  reprcfentatives,  the  people  of 
Par'.  1 /id  of  various  other  great  towns,  fpeedily  convinced  them  that  they  both  could 
and  would  fpeak  and  a£tfor  themfelves.     The   inhabitants  of  the  capital,  in  particular, 

**  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn,  iii,  p.  75,  76,  77,  7%,  79. 
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began  to  interfere  openly  in  the  queftion  of  the  veto,  and  in  all  the  other  points  relative 
to  the  conftitution,  which  were  then  agitated  by  the  AfTembly  ;  while  the  crowds  in  the 
galleries  became  every  day  more  infolent  and  outrageous,  drowning  the  voices  of  thofe 
members,  whofe  opinions  were  adverfe  to  their  own,  by  hootings  and  revilings,  and  en- 
deavouring to  over-awe  them  by  infult  and  menace ;  while  long  lifts  of  members  who 
were  marked  for  profcription,  were  difperfed  not  only  in  the  capital,  but  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom 2?. 

The  popular  fermentation  in  Paris  was  rifing  to  the  higheft  pitch.  All  the  old 
manoeuvres  which  had  produced  fuch  extraordinary  effecT:  in  the  preceding  months  of 
June  and  July,  were  renewed  in  the  gardens  of  the  Palais-Royal,  and  in  the  adjacent  po- 
litical coffee-houfes.  The  turbulent  Saint  Huruge,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  king's  fer- 
vice,  but  noted  for  the  great  fhare  he  had  in  all  the  difturbances  of  the  capital,  propofed 
*  to  march  to  Verfailles,  the  real  object  of  which  expedition  was  to  carry  off  the  king, 
the  queen,  and  the  dauphin  ;  to  enflave  the  National  AfTembly,  and  to  exterminate  fuel; 
of  its  members  as  were  fo  arljlocratical  as  to  defend  monarchy™.  The  neceffary  meafures 
for  enforcing  thefe  horrid  refolutions  were  adopted,  and  the  infurgents  had  actually  be- 

z7  M.  Mounier  fays — "  All  thofe  who  defended  the  unlimited  -veto  in  the  AfTembly,  were  inferibed  on  lifts  of* 
"  profcription,  and  calumniated  by  the  news-paper  writers  and  libellifts.  M.  deMirabeau  was  the  only  one  whom 
"theyfpared.  In  a  publication,  entitled  "  La  Lanterne  aux  Pariftens,"  in  which  Meflieurs  de  Lally-Tolendal,  Cler- 
"  mont-Tonnerre,  BergafTe,  Thouret,  Treillard,  and  myfelf,  were  denounced,  as  worthy  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
"  fatal  lantborn,  M.  de  Mirabeau  is  highly  praifed.  The  author  has  even  recourfe  to  an  artful  manoeuvre,  in  order 
"  to  prevent  him  from  lofing  the  popularity  he  enjoyed.  He  affures  the  public,  that  the  report  that  M.  de  Mira- 
"  beau  had  defended  the  veto  originated  with  his  enemies,  and  that  the  accufation  was  calumnious. 

"  I  am  indebted  to  M.  de  Mirabeau  for  a  knowledge  of  the  author  of  this  publication,  who  is  likewife  the  au- 
"  thor  of  another,  entitled  "  France  Libre."  M.  de  Mirabeau,  whom  1  met,  by  chance,  at  the  houfe  of  a  painter, 
"  in  company  with  feveral  other  perfons,  held  a  long  converfation  with  me,  on  feveral  parts  of  the  monarchical 
**  fyflem  of  government.  He  did  me  the  honour  to  obferve,  that  we  always  agreed  upon  principles,  and  that  we  only 
"  differed  fometimes  upon  the  mean*  of  enforcing  thofe  principles.  I  did  juftice  to  moftof  his  political  principles,  main- 
•'  taining,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fometimes  deferted  them,  and  acted  in  contradiction  to  himfelf.  The  author  of 
"  the  Lantane  aux  Parifiens  joined  in  our  converfation,  and  pompoufly  advanced  a  doctrine  that  was  void  of  all  fenfe. 
"  He  acknowledged  that  he,  and  all  thofe  who  faw  things  in  the  fame  point  of  view,  •wi/hedto  have  no  king;  but  thai  - 
u  not  daring  as  yet  to  declare  their  Jentiments,  they  were  endeavouring,  by  degrees,  to  attain  thai  summit  of  perfection. 
"  M.  de  Mirabeau  confuted  the  maker  of  pamphlets  with  great  energy.  He  informed  me,  that  this  man  was  the  au- 
"  thor  of  the  Lantane  aux  Parijiens,  and  then  behaved  to  him  in  the  moft  friendly  manner.  Two  Parifians  came  in, 
"  and  having  enquired  after  the  health  of  the  author,  and  the  motives  of  his  journey  to  Verfailles,  he  told  them, 
"  that  he  had  come  to  pafs  fome  days  at  M.  de  Mirabeau's.  The  count  and  the  autlior  of  the  Lanterne  then  left  tha 
"  room  together,  preferving  that  air  of  familiarity  which  fhowed  them  to  be  in  habits  of  intimacy. — This  curious 
"  fcene  was  exhibited  at  Mr.  Bauze's,  painter  to  the  king,  in  his  prefence,  and  in  that  of  Mefiieurs  Target  and 
"  Damade,  and  of  madame  Lejai."  Expoje  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  Mounier,  dans  1's/ffimb/e'e  Nationals,  et  da  motif's  d< '.Jin 
letow  en  Dauphine,  p.  49,  50.     Note  1. 

*•  Msmoirede  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  129. 
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gun  their  march '•,  when  the  vigorous  interference  of  Bailly  and  La  Fayette  difconcert- 
td  their  plans,  and  checked  the  tumult  for  the  prefent,  by  committing  Saint  Huiuge, 
Titttot,  and  fcone  of  the  moft  violent  infurgents,  to  prifon. 

The  day  after  this  feditious  proceeding,  however,  two  deputies  were  difpatched  to 
Verfailles,  from  the  Palais-Royal,  to  the  count  de  Lally-Tolendal,  whom  the  infurgents 
confidered  as  a  good  citizen.  "  We  are  the  perfons, "—faid  thefe  deputies  to  the  count — 
"  who,  by  accepting  this  miffion,"  (the  object  of  which  was  to  communicate  to  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  through  the  means  of  the  count,  the  determination  of  the  Palais  Royal 
to  admit  of  no  royal  negative)  "  have  fufpended  the  march  of  twenty  thoufand  armed 
"  men,  who  have  confented  to  wait  till  they  know  the  decifion  of  the  Affembly.  Paris 
"  will  have  no  veto  ;  Jhe  regards  as  traitors  all  thofe  who  wi/hjor  a  veto  ;  and  Jhe  pu~ 
"  nijhes  all  traitors.  Several  of  her  deputies  have  already  deferved  that  appellation  ; 
"  they  are  about  to  be  recalled;  and  as  they  will  then  he  no  longer  inviolable,  jujlice 
"  Jhallbe  done  them."  To  convince  the  count  of  the  truth  of  their  afTertions,  they  ac- 
tually named  feveral  members  who  had  already  been  proscribed  3°. 

M.  tie  Lally  replied,  with  equal  fpirit  and  propriety,  that  the  real  traitors  were  thofe 
who,  filling  the  people  with  alarms  alike  falfe  and  unjuft,  made  them  confider  as  their 
enemies  the  very  men  who  were,  in  fact,  their  moft  zealous  defenders  ;  that,  with  re- 
gard to  himfelf,  whom  they  had  juft  called  a  good  citizen,  and  who  believed  that  he  me- 
rited that  title,  he  fliould  think  himfelf  fortunate  did  he  poffefs  as  much  knowledge  and 
virtue  as  thofe  members  whom  they  had  piofcribed  ;  that  Paris,  before  fhe  diftributed  her 
hatred  and  her  confidence,  would  do  well  to  confult  a  little  the  former  actions  and  whole 
life  of  the  perfons  on  whom  fhe  meant  to  beftow  them  ;  that  he  confidered  the  royal 
fanction  as  one  of  the  firft  ramparts  of  national  freedom  ;  that  he  had  paffed  the  night 
in  labouring  to  defend  it  ;  and  that,  if  they  would  attend  him  to  the  National  Affembly, 
they  fhould  witnefs  his  efforts  to  fecure  the  triumph  of  that  fanction,  and  the  faithful 
account  that  he  meant  to  render  of  their  miffion. 

They  accordingly  attended  him  thither,  and  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  he  kept 
his  word  with  them  ;  he  arraigned  in  proper  terms  of  feverity  the  daring  prcfumption  of 
the  Parisians,  and  called  upon  the  Affembly  to  (land  forth  in  vindication  of  their  own 
freedom  and  dignity  ;  the  prefident  of  the  Affembly,  at  the  fame  time,  obferved  that  he 
had  received  two  letters  written  to  the  minifter  of  Paris,  by  the  prefident  of  the  com- 
mons, containing  an  account  of  the  fame  infurrecTiOn.  At  firft  the  indignation  was 
univerfal ;  at  leaft,  thofe  who  did  not  feel  it,  obferved  a  profound  filence.  Great  ap- 
plaufe  was  bellowed  on  M.  Mounier,  who  ftiowed  the  connection  that  fubfifted  between 


29  Memoire  du  Comte  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  129,  30  idem,  p.  129, 130. 
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the  troubles  in  Paris  and  thofe  which  prevailed  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  deriving 
from  thence  the  undeniable  inference  that  fyfrematic  plots  were  in  exiflence  ;  invoking 
the  vengeance  of  the  AfTembly  on  the  heads  of  the  confpirators,  of  whatever  rank  they 
might  be,  who  fought  to  build  their  own  fortune  on  the  ruin  of  the  public  ;  and  moving 
that  a  reward  of  five  hundred  thoufand  livres  fhould  be  offered  to  any  perfon  that  would 
give  proof  of  fuch  plots,  with  a  free  pardon  to  any  of  the  parties  concerned  that  would 
impeach  their  accomplices. — M.  de  Clermont-Tonnerre  was  equally  applauded,  when  he 
moved,  that  the  mayor  of  Paris,  and  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  fhould  be 
required  to  attend  the  AfTembly  that  very  day  ;  that  if  they  would  not  anfwer  for  the  li- 
berty of  the  members,  the  AfTembly  fhould  be  immediately  transferred  to  fome  other 
place,  in  concert  with  the  king;  and  that  the  eftablifhed  tribunals  fhould  be  inftructed 
to  proceed,  without  delay,  againft  the  authors  of  the  troubles.  Every  thing  feemed  to 
indicate  the  inftant  adoption  of  meafuresthe  moft  firm  and  decifive,  when  thofe  members 
who  were  interefted  in  the  encouragement  of  tumults,  had  recourfe  to  the  old  manoeu- 
vres, repeating  the  ftale  admonition,  not  to  expofe  the  authority  of  the  AfTembly  to  the 
danger  of  an  attack,  and  not  to  irritate  the  people.  After  filling  the  minds  of  the  depu- 
ties with  real  terror,  they  fupplied  them  with  the  means  of  concealing  it  under  a  difplay 
of  falfe  courage  ;  they  talked  of  defpifing  feditions  which  fome  of  them  did  not  dare,  and 
others  did  not  wifh,  to  fupprefs:  and  they  beftowed  the  epithet  anonymous  on  two  letters 
written  to  the  king's  minifters,  by  the  prefident  of  the  commons,  and  an  addrefs  of  the 
palais-royal,  fent  to  one  of  their  own  members,  by  two  deputies  from  the  palais-royal !!! 
Yet,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  thefe  people,  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day  was  carried, 
and  the  AfTembly,  by  thus  neglecting  to  refent  the  infult  of  the  Parifians,  became  liable 
to  the  nec^flary  confequence,  of  being  expofed  to  ftill  greater  infuks  in  future. 

The  leaders  of  the  infurgents,  and  their  fecret  infligators,  in  order  to  fix  on  the  court 
that  degree  of  odium  which  they  probably  deemed  necefTary  to  fanction  the  meafures 
they  had  refolved  to  purfue,  ftudioufly  propagated  a  report,  that  a  project  had  been 
formed  to  carry  off  the  king  and  the  royal  family  to  Metz.  Other  reports,  equally  in- 
flammatory, and  equally  unfounded,  were  alio  circulated  by  the  factious;  and,  in  one  re- 
fpect,  they  produced  the  fame  effect  as  if  the  plots  had  been  real,  by  exciting  a  great  and 
general  ferment  throughout  the  nation.  The  Parifians,  of  courfe,  ever  prone  to  credu- 
lity and  fufpicion,  were  the  firft  to  receive  and  diffufe  the  alarm.  Every  thing  began  to 
wear  a  mod  dangerous  appearance  in  the  capital,  and  all  who  had  witnefTed  the  late  vio- 
lences of  its  inhabitants  had  every  thing  now  to  apprehend.  The  royal  veto,  however, 
was  the  prefent  offenfible  caufe  of  tumult.  If  that  were  allowed,  the  clergy  and  nobles, 
they  cried,  will  renew  all  their  power: — "We  muff  act,  and  inftantly,  too,  elfe,  in 
"  three  days,  France  will  be  enflaved." — In  the  height  of  this  ferment,  two  violent  re- 
folutions,  tranfmitted  from  the  towns  of  Rennes  and  Dinant,  in  which  thofe  who  fup- 
ported  the  abfolute  veto  were  declared  traitors  to  their  country31,  produced  the  moft 
alarming  effett. 

31  Expofe  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p.  55. 
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In  this  ftate  of  things  the  miniflers  were  intimidated,  and  the  king,  ever  anxious  to 
promote  the  general  harmony  at  the  expence  of  his  own  lawful  authority,  was  impru- 
dently prevailed  on  toexprelshis  affent  to  the  fufpenfive  veto — a  meafuie  certainly  inju- 
dicious, as,  by  yielding  to  the  encroaching  fpirit  of  the  popular  party,  he  only  paved  the 
way  for  new  infringements  and  additional  facrifices.  It  was,  accordingly,  determined,  by 
a  majority  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  king  fhould  have  only  a  fufpenfive  veto. 

By  the  adoption  of  a  fufpenfive  and  limited  veto,  the  Affembly,  it  has  been  contended, 
acted  in  contradiction  to  the  pofitive  inftrudtions  of  their  conftituents ;  in  contradiction 
to  themfelves ;  in  violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  throne,  and  even  in  oppofition  to  the 
intereft  of  the  nation. 

The  decree  was  contrary  to  their  inftru&ions  ; — for  while  thefe  admitted  a  participa- 
tion and  concurrence  in  the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  the  fufpenfive  veto  fuppofed 
that  exercife  to  be  undivided,  and  centered  exclufively  in  the  Affembly.  The  instruc- 
tions gave  the  king  a  pofitive  co-operation  in  the  legiflation  ;  whereas  the  veto  re- 
duced him  to  a  negative  faculty,  which  faculty  was  farther  reduced  to  a  fimple  delay. 
The  inftrudtions  acknowledged  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  free  and  voluntary  fandtion— 
the  limited  veto  confined  the  neceffity  to  a  forced,  an  extorted  fandtion. 

In  the  cahlers  of  the  Third  Eflate,  it  was  obferved,  "  That  the  legiflative  power  be- 
"  longing  to  the  nation,  ought  to  be  exercifed  by  its  reprefentat'ives,  conjointly  with  the 
44  king3*; — that  in  future  no  law  fhould  be  eftablifhed  but  by  the  States-General,  with 
**  the  concurrence  and  authority  of  the  king,  and  the  confent  of  the  nation  33 ; — that  no- 
"  thing  fhould  be  deemed  law  in  France  but  what  had  been  propofed  by  the  States- 
44  General,  and  fanftioned  by  the  king34,  &c.  &c. 

The  inftrudtions  of  the  nobility  to  their  reprefentat'ives  wereflill  more  precife  ;— they 
faid  "  That  the  king  fhould  be  confidered  as  an  ejfential  part  of  the  legiflative  power; 
44  fo  that  no  law  could  have  exiftence  without  his  confent 3S : — that  the  refpedt  due  to 
44  his  majefty  required  that  the  laws  fhould  originate  with  the  States- General,  to  be 
*'  fanctioned  or  rejected  by  the  king,  who  fhould  not  be  obliged,  in  any  inftance  what- 
44  ever,  to  explain  the  motives  of  his  rejection  ss : — and,  that  the  king's  confent  was  ne- 
44  ceffary  to  render  the  laws  complete  and  effective  37>"  &c. 

The  inftrudtions  of  the  clergy  coincided  with  thofe  of  the  nobility  and  Third  Eflate ; 

3*  Inftruftions  of  the  Commons  of  Rouen,  Art.  io.  33  Of  Metz,  p.  $.  34  Of  Lyons,  p.  7. 

35  Of  the  nobles  of  Evreux,  p.  5.  36  Of  the  hundred  of  Paris,  p.  3.  37  Of  the  city  of 

Paris,  p.  7. 
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they  infilled  that  no  national  laws  fhould  be  ena&ed  and  proclaimed  without  the  autho- 
rity of  the  king,  and  the  free  confent  of  the  States  General38." 

The  decree  was  contradictory  to  their  own  principles:  for  if  the  king  had,  as  they 
acknowledged,  a  right  to  forbid  (vetarej,  that  right  ought  not  to  have  been  confined  to 
the  power  of  fufpending  for  a  time;  and  if  he  could  only  fufpend  for  a  time,  it  was  no 
longer  a  right,  it  was  but  a  precarious  conceffion,  as  eahly  revoked  as  limited;  it  was  not 
a  veto,  it  was  but  an  appeal  to  a  higher  power,  who  might  either  confirm  or  annul  it, 
after  a  given  time.  There  was  a  glaring  contradiction  in  the  terms,  when  they  firfl 
fpecified  an  efficacious  impediment,  and  then  deftroyed  it  by  a  limitation  defhudtive  of 
all  efficacy. 

It  violated  the  dignity  of  the  throne  ;  for  no  degradation  could  be  greater  than  that 
of  making  the  royal  fandtion  the  vain  demonftration  of  a  will  fubjedted  to  difcuffions 
incompatible  with  the  pre-eminence  of  a  monarch  ;  of  allowing  him  only  an  impotent 
oppofition,  fubordinate  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  diiputed  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  founded  ;  and  of  leaving  him  no  other  means  of  preferving  his  people  from  the  ef- 
fects of  laws,  which  fhould  appear  to  him  prejudicial  to  their  welfare,  than  a  vain  at- 
tempt, which,  as  the  count  de  Mirabeau  obferved,  would  only  tend  to  excite  a  defire  of 
triumphing  over  it,  and  to  produce  an  indecent  ftruggle  between  the  throne  and  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people39. 

It  was  contrary  to  the  interefr.  of  the  nation  itfelf — For,  as  the  concurrence  ofthe  chief 
or  head  of  the  nation,  in  the  legiflative  adts  pafled  by  its  delegates,  would  refledt  an  honour 
on,  and  tend  to  confolidate,  thofe  adts,  fo  would  the  want  of  that  concurrence  expofc 
the  people  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  laws,  by  efbblifhing  a  difcordance  between 
their  formation  and  execution.  Befides,  nothing  could  be  more  fatal  to  public  freedom 
than  the  encroachments  of  the  legiflative  power,  when,  no  longer  flopped  by  any  impe- 
diment, no  longer  reftrained  by  any  counterpoife,  it  might  make  the  moll  daring  at- 
tempts, and  overleap  the  boundaries  prescribed  to  it. 

The  embarrafTment  created  by  a  wifh  to  deflroy  in  reality  what  in  appearance  they 
•were  forced  to  maintain,  and  by  being  reduced  to  combat  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
their  new  conftitution  with  abftradt  ideas,  was  moft  forcibly  difplayed  in  many  parts  of 
the  debate  on  this  important  fubjedt,  and  even  in  the  decrees  which  followed  thofe  de- 
bates.    The  fluctuation  of  ideas  the  moil  difcordant;  the  lhockof  opinions  the  mod  op- 

38  Inftru&ions  of  the  clergy  of  Lyons,  p.  9.  and  of  Auxerre,  fol.  20.— All  the  inftrudlions,  either  exprefsly,.  or 
by  implication,  tended  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  fame  principle. 

39  De  Calonne,  de  l'Etat  de  la  France,  prefent  et  a  venir,  p.  13  n 

pofitej 
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pofite,  and  thofe  fuccemve  involutions  which  made  the  enemies  of  the  veto  lofe  fight 
both  of  the  point  from  whence  they  fet  out,  and  of  the  end  and  object:  of  their  oifcuf- 
fions,  infpired  every  cool  and  impartial  obferver  with  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  for 
the  fate  of  the  monarchy.  This  principle  was  refpedted  by  the  conftitutional  commit- 
tee A°,  and  was  even  confirmed,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  by  a  conftitutional  decree, — that 
no  act  of  the  legiilative  body  fhould  be  confidered  as  law,  unlefs  it  was  functioned  by 
the  monarch. 

To fanft'ion  a  law  is  to  render  it  obligatory,  to  give  it  that  quality  which  renders  it 
-facred  and  inviolable  ;  and  fince  no  act.  could  have  exiftence  as  law,  unlefs  it  had  the 
royal  fanction,  it  evidently  followed  that  fuch  fanction  fhould  be  free  and  voluntary  ; 
otherwife,  it  would  be  a  mere  material  form,  not  inherent  in  the  efTence  of  the  act, 
which,  confequently,  ought  not  to  have  been  placed  in  the  lift  of  thofe  conditions  which 
were  deemed  neceffary  to  the  exiftence  of  the  law  4I. 

Thofe  members  who  adhered  to  the  two  infeparable  truths — 1.  That  the  legillative 
acts,  which  ought  always  to  be  propofed,  difcufted,  and  framed  by  the  National  Aflem- 
bly,  could  not  have  the  force  of  laws  without  the  confent  of  the  monarch ; — and,  2. 
That  the  monarch  being  free  to  affent  or  diffent,  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  give  or  refufe  his 
fandVion  indefinitively ; — thofe  who  maintained  thefe  principles,  argued  rationally,  con- 
fiftently,  and  in  conformity  with  the  maxims  received  in  all  monarchical  governments. 

But  thofe  who,  not  being  able  to  deny  this  necefiity  of  the  royal  fanction,  which  the 
Affembly  itfelf  had  previoufly  acknowledged,  were  yet  anxious  to  render  it  effectual, 
were  extremely  puzzled  to  fupport  the  hypothefis  they  advanced.  Preffed  in  different 
and  oppofite  directions,  by  the  natural  confequences  of  the  principle,  and  by  the  defire 
to  elude  them,  they  appear  to  have  endeavoured  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  Affembly 
from  the  principle  itfelf,  either  by  fophiftical  applications  of  the  uncontefted  axiom,  that 
all  power  is  derived  from  the  nation,  and  by  blindly  reafoning  upon  the  monftrous  irre- 
gularity of  making  the  will  of  an  individual  predominate  over  the  will  of  the  whole;  or 
elfe,  by  entering  into  ufelefs  and  fterile  difcufllons  on  the  different  kinds  of  veto,  as  if 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  their  choice. 

Thofe  who  voted  for  an  abfolute  and  indefinite  veto  proved,  if  it  were  refufed,  the  na- 
tion would  be  without  a  king  ;  while  thofe  who  rejected  it  exclaimed,  that  if  it  were 
granted,    the  nation  would  remain  without  liberty.     But  after  the  opinion  of  the  latter 

*°  This  committee  confided  of  feven  members,  of  whom  Mefiieurs  de  Lally-Tolendal,  Clermont-Tonnerre, 
Mounier,  and  Eei  gaffe— all  -men  of  moderate  principle?,  and  real  friends  to  their  country — conflituted  the  majority, 

4*  De  Calonne,  p.  138. 
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had  prevailed,  and  it  was  agreed  to  adopt  a  fufpenfive  veto,  a  difficulty  occurred  as  to  a 
legal  mode  of  taking  off  the  fufpenfion  :  by  leaving  it  unlimited  and  undefined  they 
would  fall  into  the  pretended  abufe  of  the  abfolute  veto,  and  only  change  the  name  ;  by 
making  it  depend  on  the  judgment  of  the  elementary  affemblies,  and  on  the  plurality   ot 
future  mandates,  they  would  reduce  it  to  an  appeal  to  the  people,  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  wifhes  of  the  Affembly,  very  dangerous  in  its  effects,  and  difficult  to  determine  ; 
and,  by  confining  it  to  any  given  term,  they  would  at  once  eftablifh  and  annul  it,  lofc 
its  utility,  yet  retain  its  inconveniences.     To  remedy  this  complication   of  difficulties, 
fome  of  the  members  propofed  to  come  to  no  decifion,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  veto,  but 
to  leave  it  to  the  nature  of  things ;    while  others  advifed  the  total  rejection  of  a  royal 
veto,  and,  as  afubftitute,  the  creation  of  a  chamber  of  revifion,  within  the  Affembly  it- 
felf,  or  of  feveral  interior  fections,  for  the  purpofe  of  purifying  and  correcting  all  laws  of 
a  doubtful  complexion.     This  laft  plan  was  {hewn, by  M.  Mounier,  to  be  a  fubverfion  of 
the  principles  of  the  Affembly,  by  introducing  the  preponderance  of  a  minority.     All 
thefe  fchemes,  indeed,  were  fucceffively  confuted  by  each  other ;  and   it  was  remarked, 
that  each  member  was  invariably  right  when  he  attacked  the  fyftem  of  others,  and  inva- 
riably wrong  when  he  attempted  to  fupport  his  own.     A  formal  decree,  however,  was  at 
length  adopted,  which  declared  that  the  king  fhould  have  the  power  to  fufpend  a  decree, 
during  two  legiflatures ;  but  that  if  the  third  affembly  (hould  perfift  in  it,  it  fliould  then 
have  the  force  of  a  law  without  the  royal  fanction. 

But  the  introduction  of  any  kind  of  veto  againft  a  pofitivelaw — that  is  to  fay — againft 
that  decree  to  which  the  legiflative  power  had  given  the  form  of  a  law,  would  he,  the 
greateft  abufe  that  could  poffibly  fubfifl:  in  a  goverment,  and  is  a  monfter  in  politics. 
The  example  of  the  veto  of  the  Roman  tribunes,  or  that  of  the  liberum  veto  of  the  Poles, 
only  tend  to  confirm  this  truth  ;  fince  they  have  ever  been  confidered  as  the  fources  of 
infinite  diforders- 

But  the  Affembly  were  led  aftray  in  their  difcuffions,  by  arguing  upon  falfe  pre- 
mifes.  They  fet  out  with  the  fuppofition  that  the  king  did  not  participate  in  the  legifla- 
tion  in  the  fmalleft  degree  ;  that  the  nation  had  not  delegated  to  its  chief  the  right  of 
concurrence  in  the  formation  of  laws ;  and  that  a  decree,  which  had  been  difcuffed  with- 
out him,  in  the  affembly  of  deputies,  was  already  law,  when  prefented  for  the  royal 
fanction ;  from  thence  they  proceeded,  very  abfurdly,  to  examine  what  fpecies  of  veto 
fhould  be  granted  to  the  monarch.  Thofe  who  voted  for  giving  him  110  veto,  were  the 
only  members  who  drew  juit  conclufions  from  fuch  premifes;  for  if,  when  a  law  is  ef- 
tablifhed,  the  king  could  impede  its  effect,  his  will  would  be  fuperior  to  the  laws;  and 
when  the  will  of  an  individual  is  fuperior  to  the  law,  the  government  is  defpotic. 

But  the  error  which  mifled  all  the  fpeakers  on  the  veto,  was  that  of  having  taken  for 
law  what  had  not  yet  become  law;  of  having  difavowed  the  evident  neceffity  of  the  con- 
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cu'rrence  of  the  chief  of  the  nation,  in  order  to  form  the  will  of  the  nation  ;  of  having 
loft  fight  of  the  initru&ions  of  their  conftituents,  who  had  laid  it  down  as  a  fundamen- 
tal maxim — a  maxim  too  confirmed  by  the  Aifembly — that  no  legiflative  aft  was  law  in 
France  without  the  royal  fandtion,  and,  confequently,  without  the  free  affent  of 
the  king. 

A  ftricl:  attention  to  this  conftitutional  maxim  would  have  folved  all  their  difficulties, 
and  have  releafed  them  from  the  embarraflment  in  which  they  involved  themfelves,  by  a 
fophiftical  attempt  to  reconcile  principles  that  are,  in  fa£r,  irreconcilable.  All  great 
truths  are  fimple  in  themfelves,  clear  in  their  import,  and  cafy  of  conception.  The 
concurrence  of  the  monarch  in  the  legiflation  throws  afide  and  renders  ineffective  every 
kind  of  veto  which  is  repugnant  to  the  law,  and  deftroys  its  force. 

The  refufal  of  the  firft  reprefentative  of  the  nation  to  confirm  a  decree  difcuffed  by 
the  other  national  reprefentatives,  could  be  no  attack  on  the  law,  fince  the  law  could 
not  exift  without  his  confent,  and  that  could  not  be  called  oppofition  to  the  law  which 
was  but  the  abfence  of  one  of  its  elements.  The  limits  which  divide  the  legiflative 
from  the  executive  power  would  have  remained  untouched,  fince  it  would  not  have 
been  the  executive  power  that  would  have  co-operated  in  the  formation  of  the  law,  but 
the  fupreme  delegate  of  the  nation  for  the  exercife  of  that  power,  in  his  quality  of  chief 
of  the  nation,  a  quality  perfectly  diftin£t,  from  that  of  depofitary  of  the  executive  power 
to  which  it  was  annexed. 

It. was  from  having  confounded  thofe  two  qualities,  or  rather  from  having  only  confi- 
dered  the  monarch  as  poffefled  of  the  Ieaft  valuable  of  the  two,  that  they  were  led  into 
two  fuppofitions  equally  inadmiflible  : — one,  that  the  king  would  be  fuperior  to  the  law  ; 
— the  other,  that  the  national  deputies  would  be  fuperior  to  the  king,  and,  again,  into 
this  alternative,  that  the  will  of  an  individual  would  predominate  over  the  will  of  the 
whole,  or  that  his  will  would  alone  be  excluded  from  the  general  will.  Whereas  both 
thefe  extremes  would  have  been  avoided  by  acknowledging"  the  king's  right,  at  firft  to 
co-operate  in  the  functions  of  the  legiflative  power,  and  then  his  right  to  the  exclufive 
exercife  of  the  executive  power.  In  the  firft  capacity,  he  would  have  participated  in 
rite  formation  of  the  law ;  in  the  fecond,  he  would-  have  been  fubjedt  to  the  law! 
v.  hen  formed; 

In  that  cafe,  there  is  no  degradation  either  of  the  law  or  the  king.  The  law  governs 
the  monarch  equally  with  all  the  other  members  of  the  body  politic;  and  when  it  is 
once  pofiefled  of  all  the  elements  which  conftitute  its  efience,  it  no  longer  admits  of  any 
vet-o.  The  monarch  obeys  the  law,  but  not  until  he  has  previoufly  contributed  to  its 
formation  ;  and  his  obedience,  preceded  by  his  confent,  is  but  an  honourable  example 

which 
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which  he  owes  to  his  fubjedts  ;  whereas,  if  his  obedience  were  required,  without  that 
previous  confent,  it  would  be  an  act  of  fervility  that  would  place  him  below  his  fub- 
jedts;  they  are  only  fubjected  to  the  law,  becaufe  it  is  the  expreffion  of  their  united 
will;  and  the  king  would,  in  that  cafe,  be  fubject  to  a  will  foreign  from  his  o"rn,  to 
a  will  in  which  he  would  have  lefs  part  than  the  laft  of  thofe  citizens  of  which  he  is 
the  firft**. 

The  advocates  for  this  doctrine,  which  has  been  moft  ably  and  eloquently  defended, 
confidered  the  limitation  of  the  royal  veto  as  a  mortal  blow  to  the  French  monarchy. 
That  monarchy,  they  faid,  muft  be  inevitably  defcroyed  if  the  monarch -ceafed  to  rorni 
an  integral  part  of  the  legislation  ;  if  his  function  were  transformed  into  a  vain  and  in- 
fignificant  formality.  They  maintained,  therefore,  that  no  Frenchmen,  however  friend- 
ly to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  could,  in  juftice  or  coiifcience,  abide  by  the  dc- 
cifion  of  the  National  Affembly  in  this  inftance.  Three  unanfwerabie  reafons,  they 
averred,  fliould  deter  them  from  fo  doing. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  founded  on  the  inftrucYions  of  their  condiments,  in  which  the  na- 
tion fo  formally  and  imperatively  declared  that  no  law  cou'dexift  in  France  without  the 
king's  confent,  that  it  was  not  even  permitted  to  advance  an  hypothefis,  in  which  the  con- 
tinued refufal  of  that  confent  would  ceafe  to  operate  as  an  impediment  to  its  exiftence. 

The  fecond  reafon  is — that  the  people  of  France  wifhed  to  be  free  ;  that  they  ought 
to  remain  free  ;  and  that  the  firft  object  of  the  new  conftitution  fhould  have  been  the 
fecurity  of  freedom  ;  whereas  they  would  now  ceafe  to  be  free,  if  thofe  to  whom  they 
delegated  the  legiflative  power  could  exercife  that  power,  in  all  pofEble  cafes,  without 
any  reftraint  whatever;  if  there  were  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  encroaching  on  the 
executive  power,  and  if  the  roval  prerogative  had  not  a  means  of  preferving  itfelf  from 
ufurpations  which  would  inevitably  tend  to  its  annihilation.  The  fanflion  cf  the  king  is 
the  rampart  of  the  public  liberty — faid  the  count  d'Entraigues — and  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  would  foon  become  their  tyrants,  if  the  refufal  of  that  fancYion  fliould  ever 
oeafe  to  be  abfolute.  It  is,  without  doubt,  indifpenfably  neceffary,  forfecuring  the  con- 
ftitution of  a  ftate,  to  reftrain  the  executive  power  ;  but  it  is  ftill  more  neceffary  to  re- 
ftrain  the  legiflative.  That  fubverfion  of  the  laws  which  the  former  can  only  effect  by 
fucceflive  fteps,  and  by  a  longer  or  fhorter  train  of  enterprizes,  the  latter  does  in  a  mo- 
ment. As  its  bare  will  can  give  being  to  the  laws  ;  fo  its  bare  will  can  alfo  annihi- 
late them ;  and  the  legiflative  power  can  change  the  conftitution,  as  God  created 
the  light43.  In  order,  therefore,  to  enfure  liability  to  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  impofe  reftraints  on  the  legiflative  power.     But  that  power  can- 

*s  De  Calonnc,  p.  140.  et  fequent.  43  De  Lolme,  chap.  iii.  "  On  the  Divifion  of  the  Legiilative  Powers." 
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not  be  reltrained  except  by  the  effect  of  the  roy.il  fandYion,  and  that  fandYion  cannot 
have  effect  unlefs  it  be  perfectly  free.  Its  neccffity  and  its  freedom  then  were  pre- 
ferred by  the  intereft  of  the  nation  ;  the  nation,  therefore,  were  right  in  making  it,  in 
their  inllrudtions,  a  conftitutional  principle,  and  to  intimate  it  to  their  delegates,  as  a 
condition  infeparable  from  the  legiflativc  power  which  was  confided  to  them.  How  then 
could  thofe  delegates  violate  this  condition,  take  advantage  of  the  power  they  had  re- 
ceived to  deftroy  its  limits,  and  render  themfelves  defpotic,  by  removing  that  barrier 
which  had  been  erected  as  an  impediment  to  their  attainment  of  defpotifm  ? 

The  third  reafon,  alledged  as  a  motive  for  refuting  obedience  tothe  decree,  is  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Affembly  itfelf,  and  the  fubmiflion  which  it  has  required  to  the  newconftitu- 
tion.  If  fuch  of  its  own  decrees,  upon  which  it  principally  eftablifhed  its  conftitutional' 
bajis,  are  incompatible  with  thofe  which  declare,  that  when  the  king  fhall  refufe  his  af- 
fent  to  a  law,  that  refufal  fhall  only  be  fufpenfive,  and  which  fix  the  term  of  that  fuf- 
penfion,  obedience  to  the  former  muff,  certainly  be  preferred,  as  well  on  account  of  their- 
priority,  as  of  their  conformity  to  the  unanimous  wifh  of  the  people,  as  exprefTed  in 
their  inftrudtions  to  their  deputies.     This  incompatibility  then  is  ftriking. 

T.  It  is  declared,  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  rights  of  man,  that  the  law  is  the  exprejfiort 
9/  the  general  will;  and  that  all  citizens  have  a  right  to  concur,  either  perfonally,  or  by  their 
rrprefentatives,  in  its  formation. 

The  king,  having  no  reprefentative  in  the  Affembly,  ought,  according  to  this  article, 
to  have  concurred  perfonally  in  the  formation  of  the  law:  this  article,  then,  had  pro- 
nounced, before-hand,  the  nullity  of  thofe  pofterior  decrees,  by  which  it  was  decided' 
that  the  law  might  be  formed  without  the  king's  concurrence,  and  that  he  could  only 
fufpend  its  effects  for  a  given  time.  According  to  thefe,  the  king  was  the  only  perfon  ex- 
cluded from  a  right  belonging  to  every  member  of  the  community,  and  he  was  more 
dependent  than  any  of  them ;  for  when  a  law  had  peffed,  even  fuch  of  the  members  of 
the  Affembly  as  oppofed  it,  were  fuppofed  to  have  confented  to  it :  but  this  legal  fiction: 
could  not  apply  to  the  king,  who  being  out  of  the  Affembly,  and  having  no  reprefenta- 
tive in  it,  did  not  implicitly  concur  in  the  a£f.s  which  proceeded  from  thence.  If,  then^ 
he  refufed  to  give  his  perfonal  concurrence,  he  did  not  concur  at  all ;  and  his  refufal  was, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  above  article  of  the  rights  of  man,  a  radical  impediment  to 
the  formation  of  the  law. . 

2.  By  the  fecond  article  of  the  conftitution,  it  is  declared— That  the  French  government 

is  monarchical. 

Nothing  is  more  contrary  to  the  proper  and  diftindtive  character  of  a  monarchical  go. 
vernment,  than  to  withhold  from  the  monarch  all  fhare  in  that  by  which  the  people  are 

governed. 
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governed.  In  that  cafe  the  monarchs  not  the  fupreme  reprefentrtive  of  the  nation,  but- 
the  forced  sgent  of  other  r^prefentatives;  he  is  not  n  king,  he  is  not  even  a  free  man, 
when  compelled  to  obey  what  he  has  not  approved44,  and  obliged  to  execute  what  he 
difapproves. 

3.  According  to  the  ninth  article — No  aft  of  ike  legiflative  power  fhall  be  confdered  as 
law,  unlefs  it  be  fanfiioncd  by  the  king. 

Yet  according  to  the  two  fubfequent  articles,  an  a6l  of  the  legiflative  body  might  bs 
law,  without  being  fandVioned,  fince,  after  a  given  time,  the  refufal  to  fandUon  was  ren- 
dered ineffective. 

4.  According  to  the  tenth  article  ^—-The  king  may  rcfufe  bis  confent  to  the  acls  of  the 
legiflative  body. 

But  what  particle  of  this  liberty  to  refufe  his  confent  remained,  when  it  was  convert- 
ed, in  the  firft  inftance,  into  a  fimple  fufpenfion,  and  when,  afterwards,   that  fufpenfion  i 
was  declared  to  be  without  effect  at  a  fixed  period  ? 

Did  they  not  betray  a  contempt  of  that  law  which  they  had  fworn  to  obferve,  whe:t 
they  decreed,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  royal  fanction  was  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  all 
legiflative  acts ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  on  the  other,  that  this  fame  fandtion  fhould  be 
extorted,  or  that,  after  a  certain  delay,  they  might  difpenfe  with  it  ? . 

From  thefe  premifes,  this  conclufion  has  been  drawn — That  the  Affembly  neither  pof- 
fefied  the  right  of  acting  in  contradiction  to  the  will  of  their  conftituents,  nor  the  power 
of  deftroying  what,  in  conformity  to  that  will,  they  had  already  decreed  ;  confequently, 
that  the  decrees  which  reduced  the  monarch  to  a  fufpenfive  and  limited  veto  were  doubly 
null ;  and,  finally,  that  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  king- and  conflitution,  fo  repeatedly  ■ 
adminifiered  by  the  Affembly,  were  fo  many  abjurations  of  an  erroneous  fyftem,  which 
equally  violated    the    prerogative  of  the  king,  the   rights  of  the  nation,  the  liberty 

«•*  "  If  we  are  free,  although  fubjedt  to  the  laws,"— fays  Rouffeau, — "  it. is  becaufe  the  laws  are  the  regifters  of 
"  our  will." — Contrat  Social,  p.  61.  A  'aw  enforced  in  fpiteof  the  fufpenfive  veto,  at  the  expiration  of  its  term, 
would  certainly  not  have  been  the  rigifitr  of  the  ting's  -will.     De  Calonne,  p.  149,  note. 

*5  Thefe  articles  of  the  constitution  were  decreed,  though  not  formed  into  a  regular  code,  previous  to  the 
final  decifion  on  the  fepirate  queftion  of  the  nature  of  the  royal  fan&ion,  which  did  not  take  place  till  the  four- 
teenth of  September.  It  was  ufual  with  the  Affembly,  after  one  queftion  was  ftarted,  to  proceed  with  the 
iifcuffton  of  another,  before  the  firft  was  decided. 

of 
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of  the  people,  and  the  laws  of  the  confutation,  promulgated   and  confirmed  by  the 
Affembly  46. 

After  thedeputies  haddecreed,  that  the  National  Affembly  fhould  be  permanent,  with- 
out fixing  the  meaning  of  the  terra47,  though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  only  in- 
tended, that  one  aiTembly  ihould  not  be  diffolved  until  the  members  of  the  next  were 
ready  to  t;>ke  their  feats,  they  proceeded  to  the  difcuffion  of  a  queftion  of  little  lefs  impor- 
tance than  that  which  they  had  lately  determined  with  regard  to  the  royal  negative — this 
was,  "  Whether  the  National  Affembly  fhould  be  compofed  of  one  or  two  chambers?" 
But,  important  as  it  was — for  to  us  it  appears  that  the  very  exiftence  of  the  monarchy  de- 
pended, in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  decifion — it  was  deemed  as  trifling  by  the  popular 
party,  or,  at  leaft,  was  fo  fettled  a  point  between  themfelves,  that  they  had  tire  effrontery  to 
put  this  queftion — "Whether  there  were  any  grounds  for  deliberation  ?"  It  was  how- 
ever decided  in  the  affirmative  ;  but  fhll  fuch  diforder  prevailed,  and  the  democratical 
fpirit  burll  forth  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  friends  to  the  fcheme  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  two  chambers  could  with  difficulty  obtain  a  hearing  ;  and  the  prefident,  the  bifhop  of 
Langres,  was  fo  grofsly  infulted,  that  he  refigned  his  poft,  with  the  indignation  of  of- 
fended virtue43. 

The  committee  of  the  conftitution  had  already  given  their  opinion  upon  the  fubjec"r, 
by~recormnending  a  fenate,  and  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  each  of  which  fhould  poflefs 
a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other.  Something  of  this  kind,  bearing  fome 
refemblance  to  the  Britifh  confutation  49,  was,  as  we  have  before  fhewn,  the  favourite 
fcheme  with  Lally-Tolendal,  Clermont-  f  onnerre,  Mounier,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the 
moderate  party,  who,  equally  zealous  with  the  republicans  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
free  government,  confidered  a  limited  monarchy,  with  a  conftitution  fo  formed  as  that 
the  principal  parts  fhould  operate  as  mutual  and  perpetual  checks  upon  each  other,  as 
affording  the  faireft  profpedt  for  the  attainment  and  permanence  of  that  object. 


*-6  De  Calonne,  p.  150,  151.— On  the  divifion  on  the  queftion  of  the  royal  fan&ion,  every  member  who  voted 
for  an  unlimited  fanction  was  grofly  infulted  by  the  mob.  in  the  gallery,  and  even  threats  were  there  employed  to  ex- 
tort a  com  pi  ?.  nee  with  the  wifhes  of  the  democratic  party. — Still,  however,  near  four  hundred  members  voted  for 
the  unlimited  -vct».  "  And  it  cannot  be  doubted" — fays  M.  de  Lally — "that,  but  for  the  manoeuvres  of  fome,  and 
"  the  weaknefs  of  others,  the  royal  fanttion  would  have  triumphed  in  its  utmoft  plenitude."     Memohe,  p.  146. 

47  M.  de  Lally,  r>.  137.  *8  Idem,  p.  139. 

*9  The  authors  of  the  Englifh  hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  in  their  account  of  this  debate,  obferve — "  On  the  dif- 
"  cuffion  of  the  fubjeft  in  the  Affembly.  tie  EnglijL  government  iua%  treated  -with  all  due  lefpecl."  The  correclncfs  of  this 
obfervation  is  amply  demonftrated  by  tlv  following  paffage,  from  the  Memorial  of  the  count  de  Lally-Tolendal, 
who  was  prefent,  and  even  took,  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  the  debate—"  Par  refpeft  pour  ma  patrie,  je  tairai  lei 
"  fatyret  jue  J'ai  entendu fahe  de  ce  government ,  dans  lefquelles  l'ignorancc  <les  faits  le  difputoit  a  l'inconfequence  des 
•  raifonnemens."    P.  136,  137. 

But 
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But  though  the  influence,  public  opinion,  and  patriotic  difinterefted  character  of  the 
leaders  of  this  party,  by  rendering  their  Sanction  and  countenance  highly  it-ceffary,  in 
many  of  the  late  arrangements,  had  induced  the  popular  deputies  artfully  <o  amufe  and 
lead  them  along  with  an  idea  that  thei"  favourite  fcheme  oi  two  chambers,  and  of  rru- 
tual  checks,  was  a  meafure  fo  rational  and  fo  neceflary  that  in  fettling  the  constitution  it 
muft  meet  with  general  concurrence  ;  thev  now  found,  that  they  had  been  dupes  to 
men,  who  made  no  fcruple  to  facrihee  truth,  decency,  and  jultice,  the  lawful  rights  of 
the  crown,  and  the  true  freedom  of  the  people,  to  tne  accomplishment  of  their  own  ,  o- 
jecls.  The  popular  leaders,  exclufivelv  pofTeSTed  of  all  power,  and  ruling  the  nation  at 
their  will,  without  any  refponfibility  attached  to  their  conduct,  were  little  ditpofecl  to 
fubmit  to  the  impofition  of  reftraints  upon  their  proceedings. 

The  arguments  with  which  thefe  laft  combated  the  proportions  of  the  committee 
of  constitution,  were  weak  and  frivolous  in  the  extreme,  a>  d  all  their  aiTertrons  on  •  he 
fubje£t  belied  by  experience.  They  maintained  that  the  ei'abliihment  oi  I  o  bl  ambers 
would  be  the  means  of  erecting  an  aiylum  for  the  old  ariftocrat),  and  .1  cradle  for  .1  new 
one  Still  more  dangerous,"  inaimuch  as  it  tended  to  fix  in  the  National  t\  embly  itfeli  a 
germ  of  corruption,  a  lure  for  the  ambitious,  and  a  nourithm^nt  tor  thofe  fatal  prejudices 
of  distinction  and  pre-eminence,  fo  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  t'  t.  new  c»nftitUtron.  M. 
Rabaud  de  Saint- Etienne  had  the  effrontery  to  State,  with  all  the  confidence  and  pride 
of  ignorance  and  prefumption,  that  the  establishment  of  an  upper  houle,  in  England*,,, 
the  advantages  of  which  had  been  Strongly  pointed  out  by  the  committee  of  connituiion, 
had  not  been  originally  adopted,  either  with  a  view  to  Sulpend  the  precipitate  proceedings 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  or  to  reprefs  the  dangerous  encroachments  ol  the 
commons  on  the  royal  authority,  but  was  fimply  a  treaty  of  accommodation;  a  kind  of 
capitulation  between  the  piide  of  the  great,  and  the  ipint  oi  liberty  in  the  people.  "  It 
"  is" — faid  he — "  a  relic  of  the  feudal  government  ;  and  we  have  proscribed  that 
"  fyftem." 

The  very  nature  of  things,  it  was  urged,  was  repugnant  to  every  divifion  of  the  le- 
gislative power.  The  nation  which  is  represented  is  one,  the  representative  body  ought 
therefore  to  be  one.  The  National  ASTemblv  is  instituted  for  the  purppfe  of  iorming,. 
collecting,  and  proclaiming  the  general  will ;  that  will  is  one  and  indlvijible .  it  is  incon- 
fiStent,  therefore,  to  divide  the  legislative  body  into  two  fedtions,  <n  order  to  pronounce 
one  will so. 

In  Short,  thefe  metaphyfical  legislators  argued  like  men  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  without 
the  advantage  of  experience  for  their  guide,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  Science  of  poli- 
tics. The  remarks  of  Rabaud  on  the  English  houie  of  lords,  whether  applied  to  its 
origin  or  ufe,  were  alike  deftitute  of  truth,  and  only  ferved  to  difplay,  in  a  Strong  point 

•<0  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  17S9,  torn.  ili.  p.  116. 

of 
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of  view,  Lis  extreme  i  ;norance,  w'th  refpedt.  to  the  hiftory  of  a  nation,  which  it  would 
have  been  happy  fc:  his  country,  (and  for  himfelf  too)  had  fhe  taken  it  as  a  model  in 
the  formation  of  her  government.  But  as  arrogance  is  generally  found  <o  prevail  moft 
where  ignorance  r<  fides,  all  the  wifdom  of  paft  times,  all  the  experience  of  eftablifhed 
governments,  all  the  knowledge  of  ancient  and  modern  legiflators,  the  authority  of  Ly- 
curgus  and  Polypus,  of  Cicero  and  T  icitus,  of  Montefquieu,  Gihbon.  Bla<  kftone,  De 
Lolme,  and  other  writers  of  eminence  on  the  fcience  of  legislation,  tending  to  demon- 
Ilrate,  that  public  fieedom  and  tranquillity  are  the  rcfult  of  a  proper  affociation  of  the 
three  powers  in  a  ftate,  were  rejected  with  difdain  by  the  popular  leaders. 

One  might  naturally  fuppof".  that  the  moft  fuperficial  politician  would  have  perceived 
the  danger  of  truftmg  the  whole  power  o*  a  might v  f ta  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  affem- 
My,  without  any  other  to  check  or  regulate  its  conduct,  or  any  power  whatever  in  the 
government  which  could,  even  by  the  interpolation  of  a  negative,  attempt  to  reftrain  the 
exceffes  to  which  fuch  a  body,  poffefled  of  fuch  unexampled  authority,  mull  almoft  ne- 
ceffarily  be  fubjecl.  It  was  evident,  that,  in  fuch  an  affemblage,  all  its  power  mult  be 
fubjedted  to  the  caprice  or  defign  of  a  majority  ;  that  fuch  a  majority,  once  foimed, 
would  foon  become  too  much  enamoured  of  its  new  power  not  to  cohere  firmly  together 
in  its  fupport;  that  the  diffenting  minority,  whatever  its  number,  could  do  nothing  more 
than  complain  (if  they  were  allowed  to  do  that)  and  would  thereby  become  entirely  ufe- 
Iefs,  while  the  triumphant  majority,  by  a  proper  management  of  the  inflamed  populace, 
with  the  national  purfe  and  the  fword  in  their  hands,  might  eftablifh  the  moft  complete 
lyranny,  under  a  republican  name  or  form,  and  render  it  unalterable,  by  boldly  perpe- 
tuating their  own  exiftence. 

But  obvious  as  thefe  confequences  were,  they  were  overlooked  by  fome,  and  difregard- 
ed,  or,  perhaps,  courted,  by  others.  Recourfe  was  had  to  the  ufual  mode  of  enforcing 
the  adoption  of  every  popular  motion,  by  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  who  had 
been  ftudioufly  taught  to  confider  the  eftablifhment  of  two  chambers  as  the  reftoration 
of  defpotifm,  and  as  utterly  incompatible  "with  every  fcheme  of  reform,  and  every  prin- 
ciple and  hope  of  liberty.  They  accordingly  took  a  decided  part  in  the  bufinefs  ;  efpe-* 
cially  thofe  in  the  gaUeries  of  the  Aflembly,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.  Ex- 
perience had  fufficiently  demonstrated  the  ample  adequacy  of  the  means  poffeffed  by  the 
democratic  faction  to  excite  this  fermentation.  Even  in  the  Aflembly,  every  power  dif- 
tincr.  from  that  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  at  large  was  branded  with  the  name 
£>f  arlflocracy%l .;  -and  fenates  were  rendered  odious.by  being  indifcnminately  compared  to 
that  of  Venice.  A  fchifm  likewife  arofe,  as  was  too  frequently  the  cafe,  among  thofe 
parties,   who  were  bound    by   every  principle  of   reafon  and  policy  to   a£t  with  one 

>*  Such  were  the  pains  taken  tolnfpire  the  populace  with  a  hatred  of  what  the  demagogues  were  pleafed  to  call 
ariftocracy,  that  a  popular  preacher  of  the  metropolis,  declared  from  the  pulpit— That  thty  itint  avifiocrats  wbv  tiuci- 
ptd  JeJut-Cbri/l '.'.' — Jwinal  Politique,  &C.  torn.  J.  p.  l6i.  note. 

accord  :• 
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accord;  mod  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  voting  againft  the  meafure,  becaufe  they  thought 
it  would  entirely  preclude  the  renewal,  at  any  future  time,  of  their  old  favourite  fyftem 
of  fitting  in  three  orders  : — The  very  reafon,  if  it  had  been  valid,  why  the  friends  of 
the  new  conftitution  fhould  have  fupported  the  meafure. 

Under  all  thefe  circumftances,  within  and  without,  the  queftion  of  one  or  two  cham- 
bers was  finally  put  to  the  vote,  on  the  tenth  of  September,  when  only  eighty-nine 
members  voted  for  two  chambers,  againft  a  majority  of  above  nine  hundred.  Although 
it  is  evident  that  the  meafure  muff,  have  been  rejected  without  any  external  violence, 
yet  it  is  not  incurious  to  obferve  the  freedom  of  fufFrage  which  prevailed  in  this  new 
temple  of  liberty.  Of  this,  exclufive  of  lifts  of  profcription  and  incendiary  letters51, 
two  fpecific  inftances  are  adduced  by  Meflieurs  Lally-Tolendal  and  Mounier:  the  former 
aflerts,  that  feveral  members  of  the  commons  faid  to  him  individually,  "  Would  you  have 
"  me  expofe  my  wife  and  children  to  be  murdered  by  the  mob  S2  P"  The  latter  declares 
that  different  members  came  to  him  to  beg  certificates  that  they  had  not  given  unpopular 
votes,  as  they  had  heard  that  their  country-feats  were  to  be  burned  !!! 

By  this  decree,  the  democratical  part  of  the  conftitution  acquired  fuch  a  decided  pre- 
ponderance, that  every  man  who  poflefFed  a  common  degree  of  political  judgment,  muffc 
have  forefeen  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy.  To  fuppofe  that  the  fovereign  could  long 
exift,  after  the  abolition  of  the  fenate  or  upper  houfe,  was  fcarcely  lefs  abfurd,  than  if  an 
architect  were  to  remove  the  center  or  middle  part  of  a  pyramid,  and  to  expect  that  the 
top  of  the  pile  would  remain  fufpended  in  air: — Remove  the  center  of  the  political 
pyramid  (the  fenate),  the  top  (the  king)  will  inevitably  fall,  and  nothing  but  the  bafe 
(the  commons)  remain.  The  abfurd  metaphyfical  nonfenfe  of  the  nation  being  one  and 
indivifible,  if  it  had  any  meaning,  muft  have  applied,  with  at  leaft  equal  force,  to  the 
abolition  of  royalty  as  to  the  abolition  of  the  fenate.  But  it  is  moftly  the  cafe  with 
inexperienced  men,  who  advance  general  abftracl  principles,  with  a  view  to  apply 
them  to  ^particular  purpofe  ;  having  attained  their  objecl:,  they  look  no  farther;  but 
others  take  up  the  principle,  carry  it  to  its  utmoft  extent,  and  juftify   all  their  exceffes, 

51  During  the  difcuffion  of  the  queftion  of  the  two  chambers,  M.  Mounier  received,  in  the  Jljfe-mhly,  feveral 
anonymous  letters,  in  fome  of  which  he  was  threatened  to  be  affaffinated,  and,  in  others,  to  be  poifoned.  On  his 
return  to  his  lodgings,  he  received  fome  more,  replete  with  the  moft  grofs  invectives,  and  the  moft  atrocious 
menaces.  From  that  time,  till  his  refignation  of  his  feat,  fcarcely  a  day  palled  without  Lis  receiving  letters  of  the 
fame  kind.  As  a  proof  that  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  was  not  much  more  refpecled — though  fo  recently  and  fo- 
lemnly  confirmed  by  the  declaration  of  rights— than  the  freedom  of  fufFrage  ;  a  printer  of  Paris,  to  whom  M. 
Mounier  had  fent  fome  reflections  which  he  wifhed  to  publifh  in  favour  of  the  •ftablifhment  of  two  chambers,  re- 
turned them,  with  a  declaration  that  he  durft  not  print  them,  from  the  dread  of  incurring  the  refentment  of  the 
people!— Exp'fe'  de  la  Con.iuite  di  M.  Mounter-,  dam  Pjljffembk'i  Nationale;    et  des  motifs  de fin  retow  en  Dauphine,  p.52. note. 

J1  Memoire,  p.  141. 

3C  by 


362  REIGN    OF  [1789. 

by  the  very  arguments  employed  by  the  men  who  firft  eftablifhed  the  principle.  The 
puerile  legiflators  of  the  conftituent  affembly  appear,  in  the  formation  of  their  political 
fyftem,to  have  confidered  firnplicity  as  the  teff,  of  excellence  ;  but  every  Tyro  in  politics 
would  have  told  them,  that  of  all  fciences,  the  fcience  of  government  is  the  mod 
complex;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  excellence  of  a  fyftem  of  gov  rn- 
mcnt  is  in  proportion  to  its  complexity.  In  fadt,  when  the  object  is  to  controul 
human  paflions  by  human  inftitutions,  and  to  make  the  intereft  and  freedom  of  in- 
dividuals fubfervicnt  to  the  intereft  and  freedom  of  the  community,  great  and  ex- 
tenftve  power  muft,  of  neceffity,  be  veiled  [omcwhcrc :  to  avert  the  danger  that  mud 
neceffarily  accompany  the  delegation  of  fuch  power,  its  divijion  is  indifpenfably  rer,ui- 
fne  ;  hence  the  balance  of  powers  in  a  ftate,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  thofe  poliiic.il 
counterpoifes,  which  tend  to  the  prevention  of  a  monopoly  of  the  moil  dangerous  Ipe- 
cies.  If  all  power  be  lodged  either  in  the  hands  of  a  fingle  perfon,  or  o<  a  fingle  affembly, 
public  liberty  cannot  long  exift  :  tyranny  muft  enfue ;  the  only  difference  is  this — 
that,  in  the  tirft  cafe,  the  people  are  oppreffed  by  one  defpot,  in  the  laft,  by  a  thoufand. 

On  this  occafion,  M.  Neckar  had  the  misfortune  to  fee  a  meafure  which  he  had  pro- 
moted, from  the  bell  motives,  and  which  certainly  was  juft,  however  its  policy  might  be 
queliioned,  productive  of  the  worft  effects : — we  mean,  the  double  reprefentation,  as  it 
was  called,  of  the  Third  Eftate.  Had  that  meafure  been  accompanied  by  a  decifion  in 
favour  of  the  feparation  of  the  chambers,  agreeably  to  eftablifhed  rule,  which,  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption,  might  have  been  eafily  enforced,  no  inconvenience  could  have  arifen 
from  it.  But  the  extreme  and  unaccountable  fupinenefs  of  the  minifters  in  neglecting 
the  latter,  paved  the  way  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  different  orders,  by  which  means 
the  democratic  party  fecured  a  majority  in  the  Iegiflative  body,  which  they  determined 
at  all  events  to  retain  ;  and  this  could  be  done  by  ao  other  means  than  by  perpetuating 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  fingle  chamber. 

The  next  queftion  difcuffed  in  the  Affembly,  was  on  the  duration  of  the  legi/lative 
body,  which,  after  fome  debate,  it  was  decreed,  fhould  be  renewed  every  two  years  by 
election  ;  and  this  biennial  period  was  to  be  denominated  a  lcgiflature.  It  was  foon  after 
formally  declared — on  the  fifteenth  of  September — that  the  throne  was  indivifible  ; 
that  the  crown  was  hereditary  in  the  males  of  the  reigning  family,  according  to  the 
order  of  primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  females:  thus  confirming  the 
ancient  rule  of  fucceffion,  according  to  the  Salic  law;  and  that  the  per/an  of  the  king  is 
inviolable. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  party  brought  on  a  violent  debate  upon  the  fubject  of 
the  fucceflion,  in  which  Mirabeau  took  an  eager  part,  and  which  was  productive  of  ex~ 
prefllons  and  circuraftances  that  ferved  to  open  the  eyes  of  many,  who  had  not  before 

difcerned 
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difcerned  the  operative  motives  of  many  parts  of  their  conduct,  and  the  grand  object  of 
their  views.  They  contended,  with  great  warmth,  that  the  AfTembly  fhould  confirm 
the  renunciations  made  by  Philip  the  Fifth  of  Spain,  of  his  right  of  fucceffion  to  the 
French  crown,  by  declaring  them  to  be  valid  and  legal  ;  and  of  courfe  that  the  Orleans 
branch  would  be  the  next  in  fucceffion,  after  the  failure  of  the  prefent  royal  line.  The 
Affembly,  however,  deemed  it  too  imprudent  and  dangerous  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  for  them  to  enter  at  all  upon  the  fubje<5t  of  the  Spanifh  renunciations ; 
and  that  it  would  be  equally  idle  and  abfurd  to  agitate  queftions  then,  upon  events  which 
might  never  take  place.  Mirabeau,  who  was  the  moft  unguarded  of  mankind  in  his  ex- 
preffions,  feemed  to  reckon  as  nothing  all  the  exifting  lives,  which  muff,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  be  difpofed  of,  before  any  difpute  could  arife  upon  the  ground  of  fucceffion  j 
he  faid  openly — that  fuch  a  fubject  of  difcuffion  might  arife  much  fooner  than  was  ex- 
pected ;  that  the  corpulence  of  the  king  and  of  Monfieur  afforded  little  caufe  for  ex- 
pecting their  lives  to  be  lafting  ;  that  the  dauphin  was  only  a  fickly  infant ;  and  as  to 
the  count  d'Artois,  and  his  two  fons,  he  affected  fcarcely  to  confider  them  as  exift- 
ing with  refpecl:  to  that  queftion,  reprefenting  them  not  only  as  fugitives,  but  nearly 
as  outlaws. 

r  After  the  decifion  of  this  queftion,  the  Affembly,  on  the  eighteenth  of  September, 
received  a  letter,  written  dire£Uy  in  the  king's  name,  containing  fome  obfervations  on 
the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  which  had  been  fent  to  him  rather  to  promulgate 
than  to  fanftion.  After  approving  the  general  fpiritof  their  determinations,  the  king  de- 
clared, that  there  were  a  few  articles  to  which  he  could  give  only  a  conditional  affents 
promifing,  however,  to  modify  or  renounce  his  own  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  National  Affembly. 

This  letter  is  declared,  by  M.  de  Lally,  to  have  been  a  monument  of  the  king's  wif- 
dom,  of  his  juftice,  his  refpecl  for  property,  his  beneficence  towards  his  people,  and  his 
Reference  to  the  national  will  ".  Of  fifteen  articles,  he  gave  his  fandYion,  uncondition- 
ally, to  eight,  and  the  other  feven  he  did  not  refufe  to  fandtion,  he  only  fubmitted  them 
to  the  re-examination  of  the  Affembly.  "  He  laid  before  us"— fays  M.  de  Lally — "  po- 
"  litical  confiderations,  founded  on  treaties  with  foreign  powers ;  objects  of  navigation 
**  and  external  commerce,  or  matters  of  internal  adminiftration  and  public  revenue,  of 
**  moft  of  which  we  were  ignorant.  He  afked  for  fome  indemnity  for  thofe  perfons  on 
"  whom  every  facrifice  had  been  impofed.  He  required  that  the  fuppreffion  of  titles  might 
••  not  contribute  to  encreafe  the  opulence  of  the  wealthy  alone ;  and  that  it  might  not 
f  tend  to  augment  the  poverty  of  the  poor,  by  eftablifhing  the  neceffity  of  an  impoft 

33  Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal;  p,  150. 

3C2  "  for 
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*'  for  the  fupport  of  the  clergy.     He  faid  to  us — "  Let  us  mutually  enlighten  each   ether, 
41  and  it  is  impojffiblc  we  Jhould  di [agree." 

The  king  remarked  on  the  hardfhip  of  abolifhing,  without  any  compenfation  to  lha 
landlord,  thofe  rents  which  had  once,  indeed,  been  paid  as  a  compenfation  for  pcrfonal 
fervitude,  but  which,  having  been  fettled  between  the  lords  and  their  vaiLls  ages  ago,  had 
fince  frequently  changed  hands,  had  been  exchanged,  bought  and  fold  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, without  the  purchafers  obferving  or  thinking  of  the  odious  origin  of  their 
titles.  He  alfo  adverted  to  the  danger  of  offending,  and  the  impropriety  of  offering 
wrong  and  injury  to  feveral  of  the  German  princes,  who  had  great  feudal  poffe {lions  in 
Alface,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  territories,  which  were  guaranteed  to  them  by  the 
moil  folemn  treaties ;  but  whofe  eftates  and  property  were  all  indifcriininately  involved 
in  the  general  effect  of  the  decree  for  the  reform  of  tne  feudal  fyftem. 

But  notwithstanding  the  favourable  impreflion  which  this  letter  made  on  one  of  the 
rooft.  intelligent  and  enlightened  members  of  the  AfTembly,  it  was  ill-received,  and  ex- 
cited much  general  difcontcnt.  It  was  maintained,  by  the  popular  pr.rty,  that  the  Af- 
fembly  was  a  National  Convention,  a  conftituting  body;  and  that  tne  decrees  of  the 
fourth  of  Auguft,  being  con'titutional  articles,  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  royal  fanc- 
ti  11.  In  vain  did  many  members  obferve,  that,  when  the  king  gave  his  fandtion,  it 
fhould  be  pure  and  fimple  ;  when  he  refufed  it,  the  majefty  of  the  throne  forbade  all 
attempts  to  afcertain  the  motives  of  his  refufal  ;  but,  before  he  gave  a  decifive  anfwer, 
he  had  certainly  a  right  to  communicate  his  reflections.  In  vain  did  they  afk,  how  it 
could  be  imagined,  that  he  who  had  the  power  of  fufpending  the  execution  of  a  decree, 
in  order  to  avert  its  evil  effects,  had  not  the  privilege  of  pointing  out  its  inconveniences? 
— The  king  of  England,  it  was  obferved,  could  communicate  his  obfervations  to  the 
parliament,  through  the  means  of  his  minifters,  who  had  feats  in  either  houfe  ;  but  as,  in 
France,  the  propofal  of  the  committee  of  conftitution  for  eftablifhing  conferences  be- 
tween the  Afllmbly  and  the  minifters  iad  been  rejected,  the  moft  urgent  neceffity  fub- 
fifled  for  examining  the  obfervations  of  the  king. 

The  AfTembly,  it  was  remarked,  had  not  always  entertained  the  opinion  now  ad- 
vanced, that  the  king  ought  to  be  paffive  in  all  conftitutional  regulations,  fince ;  in  their 
ad'Jrefs,  on  the  fubjeft  of  removing  the  troops  from  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  they 
had  exprefsly  told  the  king,  that  the  members  had  been  deputed  to  fettle  the  conftitution, 
in  concert  with  him — to  confecrate  with  him  the  eminent  rights  of  royalty  : — and,  how  could 
it  be  fuppofed.  that  the  lupreme  chief  of  the  nation  was  the  only  man  in  the  monarchy,  to 
whom  the  free  communication  of  his  thoughts,  when  he  coniidercd  them  as  conducive  to  the 
happuieis  of  his  fubje&s,  was  prohibited. 

Again. 
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Again,  it  was  urged,  that  when  the  right  of  the  king  to  examine  the  conftitution, 
and  to  afk  for  alterations,  had  been  formerly  afferted,  no  one  had  attempted  to  call  it  in 
queftion  :  hefides,  none  of  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft  were  really  conftitu- 
tional  ;  and  all  fuch  as  hore  any  refemblance  to  articles  of  that  defcription,  he  had  ex- 
prefsly  approved.  But  thefe  ohfervations  had  no  effect  on  the  majority,  who  deter- 
mined, that  the  prefident  fhould  immediately  wait  on  the  king,  and  entreat  his  immediate 
promulgation  of  the  decrees  in  queftion  He  was,  of  courfe,  obliged  £0  comply,  without 
farther  obf'ervation  or  comment  ;  and  the  principle  was  eftablifhed  or  avowed,  that  fo  far 
from  fufpending,  he  could  not  even  offer  his  advice  upon,  much  lefs  criticife,  the  mea- 
sures of  the  prefent  legifl.iture.  The  AfTembly,  however,  paid  fo  much  attention  to 
him  as  to  fend  word,  that  in  the  future  difcuflion  of,  or  carrying  into  effect,  the  princi- 
ples to  which  he  objected,  they  would  confider  and  pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  opinions 
he  had  given  S4. 

During  thefe  tranfac"! ions,  things  were  haftening  to  an  unexampled  crifis,  tending  to 
produce  a  new  and  extraordinary  afpect  of  affairs.  Notwithftanding  the  imprifonment 
of  one  of  the  principal  infurgents  of  the  Palais-Royal;  notwithftanding  the  proclama- 
tions of  the  town-houfe,  and  the  activity  of  La  Fayette;  the  moft  alarming  accounts 
were  frequently  tranfmitted  from  Paris  to  Verfailles  :  at  one  time,  intelligence  was  re- 


54  Mirabeau,  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  Jifplayed  his  ufual  inconfiftency ;  notwithftanding  his  boafting  deck. 
ration  of  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft,  "  That  no  writer,  no  public  man,  had  a  greiter  right  than  he  to  alTume  ta 
"  himfelf  the  honour  due  to  courageous  fentiments,  difinterefted  views,  a  proud  independence,  and  an  uniformity 
"  of  inflexible  principles .'.'.'" 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  he  maintained,  that  the  royal  fanction  was  indifpenfably  requifite  to  authorize  even 
the  denomination  that  the  AfTembly  fhould  affume.  "  Can  the  authority  of  the  monarch" — faid  he— "flumberfoi  art 
*'  inflant  ?  Muft  not  he  concur  in  your  decree,  were  it  only  for  the  purpofe  of  being  bound  by  it  f  Jlndjhouldit,  inx 
"  violation  of  every  principle,  be  denied,  that  his  fantlion  is  neceffaty  to  render  obligatory  every  external  act  of  this  As- 
"  simbly,  would  he  grant  it  to  thofe  fubfequent  decrees,  the  impoffibility  of  difpenfing  with  which  is  univerfally 
"  allowed,  when  they  fhall  flow  from  a  fpecies  of  conftitution  which  he  will  not  acknowledge  ? 

On  the  fitting  of  the  fixteenth  of  July,  when  difputing  with  M.  Mounier  on  the  fubject  of  the  influence  which 
he  wifhed  to  give  to  the  Afiembly  in  the  choice  of  minifters,  he  placed  the  AfTembly  above  the  king,  and  inverted  it 
■with  fovercign  power.  "  You  forget" — faid  he — "  that  it  is  with  the  soverlicn  you  are  difpuing  the  controul 
'*  over  minifters :  - ou  forget,  that  we,  who  are  the  represent*  rivr.s  of  the  sovereign,  w,  before  whom  all, 
"  powers  are  fufl-emled  and  evn  thofe  of  Tut  chief  of  the  nation^  iihen  he  does  not  accord  -with  us,  &c."  Here,  then,  ha. 
would  fuffer  the  authority  of  the  monarch  to  flumber.  Yet  in  the  addrefs,  drawn  up  by  him,  on  the  removal  of  the 
troops,  he  had  faid — "  You  have  called  us  together  to  fix,  in  conceit  with  vou,  the  conftitution." 

On  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft  he  complained,  that  "  The  decrees  of  the  fourth  had  not  paid  fufficient  tefpea  to  property  /* 
—yet  he  now  afked — "  in  what  inftance  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  attacked  property  ?" — On  the  fwenth  of  Auguft  he  faid— 
"It  will  be  feen  whether  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  royal  prerogative ;  and  I  defy  the  moft  re-. 
«  f; o&able  of  my  colleagues  10  cnrry  that  religioui  refpeft  which  is  due  to  it  farther  than  I.''  But  in  September,. 
he  maintained,  that  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft  had  no  need  of  the  royal  fanclion.  Thefe  decrees,  how- 
ever, were  certainly  external  acts  of  the  AfTembly  I 

ceived. 
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ccived  of  a  project  for  carrying  off  the  king;  at  another,  of  a  defign  formed  by  the  Paris 
militia  to  fix  their  quarters  at  Vcrfailies. 

The  moft  atrocious  accufations  were  preferred  by  each  party  again  ft  the  other.  The 
nobles  and  clergy  were  every  day  charged  with  new  confpiracies  againft  the  Revolution ; 
and  each  embellifhed  with  appropriate  circumftances  of  alarm  and  horror.  It  was  fe- 
rioufly  affertcd,  and  with  fuch  a  degree  of  confidence,  as  if  the  writer  had  himfelf  feen 
it,  that  a  fubfeription  was  fecretly  opened  for  the  murder  of  all  good  citizens;  and  that 
priefts  and  nobles  were  the  fubferibers  to  this  bloody  instrument  of  profcription.  It  was 
farther  faid,  that  a  refolution  had  been  formed  once  more  to  inveft  Paris  and  Verfailles 
with  an  army  ;  to  diffolve,  fword  in  hand,  the  National  Affembly;  and  to  kindle,  in  every 
part  of  the  empire,  the  flames  of  civil  war.  On  the  other  fide,  a  charge  was  openly 
laid,  by  men  of  eminence  and  character,  who  offered  to  ftand  forth  in  fupport  of  it,  that 
the  violent  republicans  were  refolved,  at  the  hazard  of  murder  and  civil  war,  to  compel 
the  king  and  the  National  Affembly  to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Paris,  and  thus  render 
both,  and  through  them  the  whole  nation,  fubfervient  to  the  influence,  and  inftrumental 
to  the  caprice,  of  that  turbulent  and  feditious  capital55. 

The  rebellious  French  guards,  who  had  deferted  and  fought  againft  their  fovereign, 
and  who  were  now  in  the  actual  pay  of  the  city  of  Paris,  under  the  denomination  of 
center  companies,  were  feized  with  a  moft  unaccountable  fit  of  ambition  (  unlefs  their 
prefent  anxiety  may  be  afcribed  to  the  fame  motives  that  influenced  their  former  difloyal- 
ty  )  to  have  again  the  honour  of  attending  and  guarding  the  king's  perfon,  which  they 
claimed  as  an  undoubted  right,  and  even  talked  of  marching  to  Verfailles  to  enforce  their 
claim.  Saint  Huruge,  who  had  been  lately  releafed  from  confinement,  was  the  chief  in- 
'  ftigator  and  promoter  of  this  plan.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that,  exclufive  of  the 
apparent  danger  of  entrufting  the  king's  perfon  in  fuch  hands,  nothing  could  be  more 
perfonally  odious  or  mortifying  to  him,  than  to  be  compelled  to  endure  the  fight  and  at- 
tendance of  men,  who  had  already  fo  fhamefully  broken  their  oaths,  and  violated  all  the 
bonds  of  military  fubordination,  duty  as  foldiers,  and  loyalty  as  fubjedts. 

In  this  ftate  of  anarchy,  when  every  a£t  of  atrocity  was  eafy  of  accompli fhment; 
when  the  moft  horrid  licentioufnefs  prevailed  at  the  very  windows  of  his  palace,  and  at 
the  doors  of  the  National  Affembly  $s;   the  only  protection  on  which  the  king  could 

rely, 

55  It  is  needlefsto  fay  which  party  had  taken  truth  for  the  bafis  of  its  affertions.  No  attempt  was  ever  made  to 
execute  the  projefo  afcribed  to  the  firft;  while  all  the  machinations  imp-ted  to  the  laft  have  been  compleatly 
realized. 

'*  One  atrocious  act,  of  which  the  annals  of  hiftory  can  furnifh  no  example,  was  committed  at  Verfailles,  at  this 
period.    A  parricide,  who  had  been  fentenced  to  die,  was  refcued  at  the  fcaffold,  and  carried  off  in  triumph,  by  the 

feepkt 
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rely,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  incurfion  from  Paris,  or  of  any  fudden  attack  from  the  rab- 
ble of  Verfailles,  f  who  were  only  fecond  to  their  brethren  in  the  capital  in  all  acts  of 
violence  and  cruelty]  refted  in  his  Gardes-du-Corps,  a  regiment  formed  upon  the  fame 
principles  with  the  ancient  Englifh  life  guards,  being  compofed  entirely  of  gentlemen; 
upon  which  account  they  were  particularly  detefted  by  the  people.  He  was  likewife  at- 
tended by  the  national  guards  of  Verfailles,  who  had  placed  themfelvcs,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  under  the  command  of  count  d'Eftaing  ;  but  their  principles  were  known  to  be  too 
deeply  infected  by  thole  of  the  community  to  which  they  belonged,  to  warrant  the 
fmalleft  confidence  being  placed  in  their  protection.  D'Eftaing  had  received  fome  letters 
from  La  Fayette,  apprizing  him  of  fome  approaching  danger;  which  letters  the  former 
communicated  to  the  municipality  of  Verfailles,  who  had  likewife  been  applied  to  on 
the  fame  fubject  by  the  minifter.  The  municipality,  on  this  occafion,  confulted  the 
military  committee  of  the  national  guard,  who  demanded  a  reinforcement  of  regular 
troops,  in  order  to  protect  the  town  from  any  fudden  violence;  and  the  municipality 
accordingly  confented  to  the  introduction  of  a  fingle  regiment,  on  condition  that  the 
officers  and  men  fhould  take  fuch  an  oath  as  fhould  be  prefcribed  to  them,  and  fubjedt 
themfelves  to  the  orders  of  the  committee  of  the  national  guards,  or,  more  properly,  the 
town- militia — Garde-  Bourgeoife.  The  regiment  of  Flanders,  was,  in  confequence,  fent 
for  from  Douay. 

The  arrival' of  thefe  troops,  though  regarded  with  pleafure  by  thofe  members  of  the 
National  Aflembly  who  were  of  opinion  that  public  tranquillity  was  cflential  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  freedom  of  debate,  occafioned  as  great  a  ferment  at  Paris  and  Ver- 
failles, as  the  arrival  of  a  powerful  foreign  invading  army  would  have  done.  The  ufual 
baggage,  ftores,  and  field  pieces  of  a  regiment,  were  immediately  fwelled  into  maga- 
zines of  warlike  ftores,  and  trains  of  artillery.  All  the  orators  of  the  Palais-RoyaJ. 
were  fet  to  work,  and  fecmed  infpired  with  new  vigour  in  their  fuccefsful  efforts  to  in- 
flame the  min  s  of  the  people  ;  alluring  them,  as  a  matter  of  fact  of  which  they  had 
direct  knowledge,  that  the  king  intended  to  make  his  efcape  under  the  efcort  of  this  re- 
giment ;  and  ftating,  in  dreadful  colours,  the  confequences  which  mull  necefTarily  take 
place  from  the  accomplifhment  of  this  defign. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  twenty  firfl  of  September,  the  count  de  Mirabeau  maintained— 
**  That  the  executive  power  had  a  right  to  augment  the  military  foice  wherever  and 
«'  whenever  the  urgency  of  circumftances  feemed  to  require  fuch  an  augmentation ;  but 
*«  that  he  ought  immediately  to  g've  information  of  the  fact  to  the  legiflative  body." 
He  moved,  that  the  minifler's  letter,  and  the  requifition  of  the  commander  of  the  guards 

(feop/t,  v.  no  cr.Hed  themfelves  the  nation,  and  who,  at  the  fame  inftant,  hung  up  an  innocent  woman,  who  flood 
by  as  a  fpe&aior.— Fain  matift  a  la  dermete  tnfurreffion,  far  M.  Mounter,  p.  I. — Mmture  de  M.  U  Cmte  de  Lally-TokrMI,. 
p.  157. 

Of 
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of  Veifailles  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  National  AfTembly;    but  this  motion  was 
feebly  fupported,  and  finally  rejected. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  it  was  propofed  by  a  member,  to  declare  that  the  legiflative  power 
was  vcfled  in  the  hands  of  the  nation;  when  Mirabeau,  finding  this  abftradt  propofition 
oppofed  by  a  great  number  of  perfons,  exclaimed,  with  his  wonted  energy — "  That  all 
thofe  were  traitors  to  the  fate  who  oppofed  the  declaration." — He  was  anfwered,  however,  by 
Mounier,  who  obferved,  that  the  declaration  of  rights  had  already  confecrated  this  im- 
portant truth,  "  That  the  principle  of  nil  fovereignty  was  veiled  in  the  nation;"  that, 
in  that  fenfe,  not  only  the  legiflative  power  belonged  to  the  nation,  but  all  other  powers 
whatever  ;  the  nation,  being  unable  to  exercife  them,  was  obliged  to  delegate  them  all ; 
that,  fuch  delegation  being  made,  it  became  neceffary  to  declare  in  whofe  hands  they  were 
vefted  ;  and  that  it  was  evident  the  legiflative  power  was  veiled  in  the  representatives  of 
the  nation,  conjointly  with  the  monarch.  A  fa£t  fo  fimple  and  evident,  it  was  natural 
to  fuppofe,  the  mofl  ignorant  among  them  mufl  have  been  aware  of;  it  was  received, 
however,  as  a  new  obfervation,  or,  rather,  as  a  new  difcovery,  which,  as  fuch,  ffor  as  le- 
gislators they  leem  flill  to  have  retained  that  attachment  for  novelty  which  had  ever  dif- 
tinguifhed  them  as  Frenchmen)  was  permitted  to  operate  in  rejection  of  the  propofition  of 
Bouche  ;  but  another  propofition,  almofl  equally  abfurd,  and  tending,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe,  by  obfeuring  a  queftion  that  could  not  be  rendered  too 
plain,  viz.  what  was  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  crown  ?  was 
adopted  by  acclamation  :  it  was  this — to  declare  that  the  legijlative  power  is  vejled  in  the 
National  ^fjembly,  by  whom  it  is  exercifed  in  the  manner  hereafter  fpecified. 

The  election  of  Mounier  to  the  prefident's  chair  afforded  another  example  of  the 
freedom  which  prevailed  in  the  National  AfTembly  ;  his  nomination  was  reprefented,  by 
the  popular  faction,  as  the  work  of  the  arijlocracy,  though  moft  of  the  clergy  and  nobi- 
lity were  not  prefent  at  the  time  he  was  chofen.  The  fame  manceuvres  which  had  been 
exerted  with  fnccefs  on  the  election  of  Thouret,  were  now  renewed  to  prevent  Mounier 
from  accepting  the  honour  conferred  on  him  ;  and  the  factious  openly  boafted  that  a 
glorious  fall  was  prepared  for  him;  defiling  the  laft  prefident,  M  de  Clermont-Tonnerre, 
not  to  abfent  himfelf,  for  his  pieftnce  would  very  foon  be  requifite,  in  order  to  refume 
the  ftation  he  had  juft  quitted.  But  Mounier  poffeffed  too  much  fortitude  to  be  deterred, 
by  the  threats  of  his  enemies,  from  the  dilcharge  of  his  duty  ;  he  accordingly  took  the 
chair,  and,  during  a  moft  critical  period,  conducted  himfelf  with  equal  firmnefs  and 
propiitty. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  partifans  and  promoters  of  anarchy  experienced  the 
mofl  lively  alarms  at  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders.  Every  attempt  had  been 
made  to  prejudice  the  people  againfr,  the  foldiers,  and  people  openly  exclaimed,   in  the 
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Greets  of  VerfaiUes,  that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  the  inhabitants  to  permit  the  introduaion 
of  ftrangers  into  the  to%m»7.  Paris  even  thought  that  fhe  had  a  right  to  complain  of 
this  augmentation  of  the  nvilitary  force. 

The  day,  however,  on  wt'iich  the  troops  arrived,  paffed  without  any  diiturbance  :  the 
members  of  the  municipality,  many  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  and  the  officers  of  the  m* 
litia  of  VerfaiUes,  went  forth  to  meet  them ;  they  took  the  oath  required  of  them  in 
prefence  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  people,  juet'in  different  parts  of  the  crowd  mur- 
murs of  difcontent  were  heard  to  t'Aue  from  perfons,  who  were,  doubtlefs,  polted  there 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  a  tumult ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  municipality  was  cenfured 
in  terms  of  extreme  feverity. 

Thofe  who  disapproved  of  the  arrival  of  Chis  regiment,  foon  adopted  the  rcfolution  *° 
employ  the  fame  means  of  promoting  a  fpiriv"  of  defection  among  the  men,  which  haa 
been  fo  fuccefsfully  exerted  with  many  other  reg.iments.  In  confequence  of  this  patriotic 
determination,  numerous  detachments  of  thofe  jealous  and  indefatigable  fupporters  of 
Parifian  liberty,  the  women  of  pleafure,  were  difpatched  to  VerfaiUes,  in  order  to  make 
converts,  and  eftabliflied  their  influence  among  the  new-comers ;  one  of  their  principal 
objects  being  to  embroil  the  private  foldiers  and  their  officers,  by  continually  leading  the 
former  into  thofe  petty  neglects  of  duty,  which,  though  apparently  trivial  in  them- 
felves,  are  fo  totally  fubverfive  of  all  military  difcipline  and  order,  that  no  relaxation  of 
them  can  be  admitted  in  any  army.  Sums  of  money  were  alfo  diilributed,  by  perfons 
unknown,  among  the  men sS,  feveral  of  whom  began  to  evince  fymptoms  of  difaftection, 
and  to  wear  the  three-coloured  cockade,  which  was  for  them  the  fignal  of  incoordination 
and  defertion.  All  good  citizens  were  ferioufly  alarmed  at  thefe  proceedings  ;  and  the 
•Gardes-du-Corps,  in  particular,  entertained  the  moft  lively  apprehenfions. 

The  following  picture  of  theftate  of  public  affairs,  at  this  critical  period,  is  delineated 
bvRabaud  de  Saint  Etienne.  "  Paris" — he  fays — "was  a  prey  to  all  the  miferies  of  fa« 
■*'  mine,  even  in  the  midft  of  abundance  ;  bread  was  dear,  and  of  a  bad  quality  ;  the  in- 
"  habitants  were  knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  bakers,  in  order  to  obtain  relief;  it  feem- 
*'?  ed  that  meafures  had  been  taken  to  exafperate  the  people  againft  the  new  popular 
*'  power;  and  perfons,  evidently  paid  for  creating  difturbances,  bffieged  the  fhops  of  the 
"  bakers,  carried  away  the  bread,  threw  it  into  the  river,  and  returned  for  the  purpofe 
u  of  renewing  this  practice.  The  provinces,  affrighted  by  a  circulated  whifperof  the  ap- 
**  proaching  flight  of  the  king,  and  of  a  counter-revolution  ;  and  the  party  which  de- 
"  fired  it,  already  vaunted  of  it  loudly,  and  with  that  overweening  confidence  which  it 
*J  hath  fhe\wn  upon  every  new  confpiracy.     At  length,  the  alarmed  capital  faw  no  other 
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11  means  of  terminating  its  fears,  both  for  France  and  for  the  deputies,  than  by  pofTef* 
M  fing  the  N.i'iosnl  AfTembly  and  the  king  within  her  walls,  where  a  hundred  thoufind 
"  arms  were  ready  to  defend  th.em  ;  where  fix  hundred  thoufapd  perfons  were  continual- 
"  ly  on  the  watch  againji  confpiracies." 

It  is  almoir.  fuperfluous  to  obferve,  that  the  affcrtions  Jftnd  reprefentations  of  Rabaudy 
and,  cfpecially,  his  inferences,  fhould  always  be  taken  with  fomething  more  than,  cunt 
CViANOjaiis:  in  the  pcrufal  of  this  account- — admitting  it  to  be  jufl  and  true — one  ques- 
tion fhould  never  be  loft  fight  of—In  whofe  hands  was  the  government  of  Paris  at  that 
time  placed?  and,  as  derived  from  the  fame,  Who  were  the  perfons  employed  to  provide: 
the  capital  with  corn  ?  and,  if  they  did  not  fulfil  their  duty, --"-winch  they  certainly  did,, 
as  to  that  point— --why  were  they  not  removed?  One  fact:  is  notorious,  that  the  king  had, 
at  this  period,  no  more  real  authority  over  the  city  of  Paris  than  over  the  city  of  Kome. 
at  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  the  rabble,  in  that  feafon  of  famine,  would  have  beer? 
much  more  profitably  employed  along  the  Seine,  in  angling  for  the  loaves  which,  Rabaud' 
tells  us,  were  thrown  into  the  river,  than  in  raifing  ufelefs  riots  in  the  ftreets,  and  about 
the  bakers'  fhops.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  furprize  to  fome,  that  of  the  fix  hundred  thou- 
sand pair  of  jealous  and  fufpicious  eyes,  which  were  ever  watching  confpiracies  in  Paris, 
they  fhould  all  look  fo  directly  one  way,  as  never  to  take  a  view  of  the  banks  of  the 
river,  nor  of  the  paffages  leading  thereto  ;  and  that  neither  chance  nor  fortune  fhould  (o 
far  befriend  them,  as  to  enable  them  in  a  fingle  inftance  to  detect  any  of  that  atrocious 
gang  of  confpirators,  who  thus  wantonly  robbed  them  of  the  means  of  fubfiftance  anci 
life. — But  it  will  prefently  be  feen  that  Rabaud's  account  is  not  Jlriclly  correct. 

The  Gardes- du- Corps,  daily  apprized  of  frefh  threats  againft  the  fafety  of  the  king 
and  the  royal  family,  obliged  to  pafs  almoft  every  night  in  a  ftate  of  readinefs  to  mount 
their  horfes  at  the  firft  fignal,  had  adopted  the  gallant  refolution  of  defending  them  to 
the  laft ;  they  were  anxious  alfo  to  fecure  to  the  king  fome  farther  defence  than  what 
could  be  derived  from  their  own  perfonal  exertions,  and  they  relied  on  the  fupport  of  the 
regiment  of  Flanders.  The  Gardes-du-Corps  were  not  enemies  to  liberty,  though  art- 
fully reprefented  as  fuch  by  interefted  and  defigning  men  i9.  They  had  proofs  of  their 
patriotifm,  on  the  day  when  the  king  delivered  to  the  AfTembly  his  plan  of  reform ; 
and  they  fpontaneoufly  offered  a  guard  of  honour  to  the  AfTembly,  when  they  fent  their 
firft  deputation  to  Paris.  What  more  particularly  infpired  them  with  an  ardent  defire  to- 
give  the  king  frefh  proofs  of  their  zeal,  was  the  reproach  caft  upon  them  by  many  per- 
fons, of  having  profited  by  the  circumftances  of  the  time  to  apply  to  his  majefty  for  fome 
changes  in,  their  difcipline.     In  the  hope  of  attaching  the  regiment  of  Flandgrs  and  the 

39  Faitsrelatifs  a  la  demiere  infurrettion,  p.  7. 
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militia  of  Verfailles  to  the  perfon  of  the  kingfo,  they  gave  an  entertainment,  on  the 
■firfb  of  October,  in  the  opera-houfe  belonging  to  the  palace,  to  the  officers  of  either 
corps.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  repaft,  the  grenadiers  and  part  of  the  chaffeursof 
the  regiment  of  Flanders  entered  the  room.  The  glafs  circulated  brifkly;  and  the 
health  of  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  royal  family,  was  drunk61. 

One  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  who,  from  a  neighbouring  apartment,  had  witnefTtcl 
the  gaiety  of  the  fcene,  conceiving  it  might  amule  the  young  dauphin,  battened  to  the 
queen,  and  requefted  permiffion  to  take  him  to  the  room.  The  queen,  however,  appear- 
ing to  labour  under  a  depreffion  of  fpirits,  was  advifed  by  the  attendant  to  accompany  the 
dauphin  herfelf :  flie  hefitated  for  fome  time  ;  but  the  king,  juft  arriving  from  the  chace, 
and  confenting  to  her  proportion  of  accompanying  her,  they  all  repaired  to  this  fcene 
of  feftivity  *\ 

The  extravagance  of  joy,  occafioned  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  thefe  illuftrious 
vifitors,  in  men,   who  had,  already,  in  a  moment  of  generous  enthufiafm,  repeated  the 


80  In  the  account  cf  thefe  transactions,  I  have,  chiefly,  followed  the  authority  of  M.  Mourner,  who  was  at  thai 
time  prefident  of  the  National  AlTembly;  whofe  character  was  ever  irreproachable ;  whofe  veracity  no  one  has 
dared  to  impeach;  and  whofe  opportunities  of  information  will  fcarcely,  it  is  prefumed,  be  called  in  queftion.  As 
far,  therefore,  as  his  authority  goes,  either  on  matters  which  came  within  his  own  perfonal  cognizance,  or  on  thofe 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  pledges  himfelf,  I  conceive  it  to  be  irrefragable. 

The  entertainment  given  to  the  military  at  Verfailles,  about  which  fo  much  has  been  faid,  is  of  itfelf  a  circum- 
fhwee  fo  trivial  and  infignificant,  as  fcarcely  to  juftify  hiftorical  notice;  but  the  events  for  which  it  was  made  the 
pretext  has  rendered  it  an  object  of  fome  confequence,  and  calls  for  fome  remarks  on  the  fubject. — By  fome,  it  has 
been  faid,  that  it  was  the  ufual  etiquette  in  the  fervice,  for  the  officers  in  garrifon.  to  entertain  the  new- 
comers upon  keing  joined  by  ftrangers.  On  the  other  hand,  Rabaud  has  positively  and  unequivocally  faid, 
"  Certain  it  is,  that  this  was  the  frfi  banquet  which  the  king's  guards,,  as  a  ctrps,  had  ever  yetjjiven."  (EKgliJh 
tranjlaticn,  p.  iai.)  And  the  "  Deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte,"  (torn.  iii.  p.  264)  alfo  remark,  that  it  was  the  firft  entertain- 
ment which  the  king's  guards  had  ever  given  at  Verfailles — To  this  afiertion,  however,  I  am  enabled,  from  my  own 
perfonal  experience,  to  give  the  moft  direct  contradiction;  having  been  prefent  at  an  entertainment  given  by  the 
Gardes-du-Corps,  as  a  corps,  in  the  very  fame  place,  the  opera-houfe  of  the  palace  of  Verfailles,  in  the  year  1782, 
on  the  birth  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth.  Whether  the  Gardes-du-Corps  were  accuftomed  to  give  en- 
tertainments to  regiments  newly  arrived,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay ;  it  was  feldom  that  any  troops  were  to  be  feen  at 
Verfailles  except  thofe  immediately  attached  to  the  king  ;  but  the  abbe  Sabatier  allures  us  they  were  accuftomed  to 
give  fuch  entertainments  in  all  places  where  they  were  quartered  ;  and  certain  it  is,  that  it  was  the  general  etiquette 
cf  the  army,  obferved  in  all  garrifon  towns,  for  the  regiments  previoufly  quartered  in  a  place  to  entertain  the  new- 
comers. But  whether  the  motive  of  the  entertainment  was  a  compliance  with  eftablifhed  cuftom,  or  a  defire  to 
attach  the  guefts  to  the  king,  fo  as  to  obtain  for  him  their  defence  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  a  matter  of  very  little 
confequence;  the  object,  in  either  cafe,  was  equally  innocent  and  laudable,  and  the  inference  which  Rabaud,  and 
other  writers  of  the  fame  party,  have  thought  proper  to  draw  from  it,  is  characteristic  of  the  proceedings  of  a  fac- 
tion, who  were  accuftomed  to  make  every  thing  bend,  as  it  were,  to  their  own  fyftems,  and  to  facrifice  decency  and 
truth  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  own  views,  and  to  the  fupport  of  their  own  arguments. 

*»  Mounier  p.  7,8.  f*  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn,  iii,  p.  265. 
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moft  folemn  aflurances  of  devotion  and  fidelity  to  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  may  be 
more  eafily  conceived  than  defcribed.  The  whole  company  appeared  to  be  irrefiflibly 
imprefled  with  one  general  fentiment  of  loyalty  ;  the  bands  of  the  different  corps,  who 
were  ftationed  in  the  room,  immediately  ftruck  up  the  loyal,  and  hitherto  popular,  air, 
of  "  0  Richard/  O  mon  Roi  !  UUnivers  /' 'abandonne  /"  which  the  company" — fay* 
Mounier — "  parodied,  by  going  up  to  the  king's  box,  and  accompanying  him  to  his 
«'  apartment." — "  All  thefe  a&s  of  military  enthufiafm" — purfues  the  fame  writer — 
*«  doubtlefs  proceeded  from  adefire  to  convince  the  king  that  they  would  defend  him  to 
"  the  utmoft,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  attacked  ;  for  what  probability  was  there  that  five 
'«  hundred  life-guards,  and  a  fingle  regiment,  could  have  conceived  the  mad  project  of 
««  again  fubjedting  us  to  the  yoke  bf  defpotifm  ?" 

The  banquet  was  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  and  ended,  of  courfe, 
in  the  intoxication  of  the  company.  It  is  faid,  on  one  fide,  that  after  repeated  libatiens 
to  the  royal  family,  fome  popular  toaft,  propofed  by  an  officer  of  the  militia  of  Ver- 
failles,  was  rejected  with  contempt.  The  Gardes-du- Corps  having  never  quitted  the 
old  white  cockade,  fome  of  the  military  prefent,  who  had  been  perfuaded  to  adopt  the 
tri-coloured  cockade  of  the  Parifians,  now  determined  to  lay  it  afide ;  and  the  ladies  of 
the  court  fupplied  them  with  white  ones,  as  faff  as  they  could  make,  or  procure  them  to 
be  made.  It  was  added,  by  the  patriotic  party — and  the  afTertion  had  a  prodigious  efFedt  in 
inflaming  the  populace — that  the  Parifian  cockades  had  been  torn,  trampled  upon,  and  treat- 
ed with  every  mark  of  contempt  which  folly  or  outrage  could  infpire.  But  this  was  one  of 
thofe  numerous  calumnies  which  were  now  propagated,  on  every  occafion  in  which 
the  court  were  any  way  concerned  ;  the  charge  being  abfolutely  refuted  by  the  folemn 
teftimony,  on  oath,  of  all  or  moft  of  the  officers  who  were  that  night  prefent63. 

The  circumftances  attending  this  entertainment  excited  great  murmurs  :  many  perfons 
condemned  them  as  imprudent,  and  fome  attached  to  the  conduct  of  the  guefts  a  degree 
ot  criminality  which  certainly  did  not  belong  to  it.  Such,  however,  as  deemed  it  repre- 
henfible,   might  have  engaged  the  National  Aflembly  to  requeft  the  king  to  iflue  orders 

*i  M.  Mounier  fays — u  It  is  very  true,  that,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  back  the  foldiers  to  their  duty,  and  of  pre- 
"  venting  them  from  adopting  a  colour  which  fcrved  them  as  a  fignal  for  defertion,  the  officers  exclaimed— Vive  la 
"  Qocade  blanche ! — It  is  well  known  that  white  has  ?!  .vays  been  the  colour  of  the  French  troops.  Ribbands  and 
"  handkerchiefs  were  converted  into  cockade? ;  but,  after  the  mofi  fiicl  invefigation,  I  am  enabled  to  affeit,  that  the  Pari' 
"  flan  cockade  -wai  not  tramj  led  upon,  at  the  people  have  been  indufliioufly  taught  to  believe ;  and  that  no  imprecation  -whatever  ivat 
"  uttered  againft  the  National  Jffembly.  If  fome  individuals  had  been  rafh  eno'Jgh  for  this,  it  is  certain  that  it  would  be 
"  impoflible  to  afcribe  it  to  the  Cardes-du-Corps,  fince  it  would  not  have  taken  place  in  a  publie  company,  and 
u  fir.ee  many  of  the  perfons  who  were  prefent  would  never  have  fuffered  it,  had  it  been  attempted.lt  is  alfo  impoffi- 
"  ble  not  to  know  that  this  entertainment  had  not  for  its  object  any  anti-civic  defiga,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
"  prefhon)  fince  the  <v/y-miJi!ia  were  invited,  and  a  great  number  of  fpeftatorsof.  aU  ranks  were  admitted."  (p.  9.) 
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for  preventing  a  renewal  of  the  fcene;  and  that  precaution  would  certainly  have  fuf- 
ficed  to  avert  any  evil  confequences  which  the  moll  timid  or  fufpicious  might  have  expect- 
ed it  to  produce.  But  the  enemies  of  the  public  peace  wifhed  to  make  this  tranfac- 
tion,  innocent  in  itfelf,  a  pretext  for  the  accomplifhment  of  an  iniquitous  and  deep- 
iaid  plan. 

During  the  feflions  of  the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  of  October,  no  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  faid  a  fingle  word  of  the  entertainment.  On  the  fecond,  Mounier,  as 
prefident  of  the  AlTembly,  went  to  the  palace,  and  prefented  the  declaration  of  rights, 
and  fuch  articles  of  the  conftitution  as  had  been  already  paffed,  for  the  king's  fandtion  ; 
and  his  majefty  told  him,  that  he  would  communicate  his  intentions  to  the  National 
AlTembly  with  all  polTible  expedition. — It  is  highly  important  to  remark  here,  that  the 
king's  intentions  were  not  known  till  the  Monday  following,  the  fifth  of  October,  about 
ten  in  the  morning. 

Meantime,  the  rage  of  the  Parifian  populace,  at  the  account  of  this  ill-fated  banquet, 
loaded  with  all  the  additional  circumftances  which  malice  and  invention  could  fupply, 
exceeded  all  defcription.  They  immediately  charged  the  queen  with  being  at  the  head 
of  a  confpiracy  for  carrying  off  the  king,  and  exciting  a  civil  war;  and  they  reprefented 
this  affair  at  Verfailles  as  the  opening  of  the  plot :  they  faid  it  was  too  man ifeft  to  ad- 
mit of  a  queftion  ;  and  the  contempt  fhewn  for  the  national  cockade,  with  the  refufal  to 
drink  profperity  to  the  nation,  were  to  be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war  ;  that  it 
was  time  to  terminate  at  once  all  thefe  inquietudes;  and  that,  as  fome  were  defirons  of 
carrying  off  the  king  to  place  him  at  the  head  of  a  party,  they  had  no  other  courfe  to 
take,  than  to  be  beforehand  with  them,  by  fecuring  his  perfon  in  the  capital. 

The  famine  which  preffed  fo  forely  upon  fo  vaft  a  multitude,  would,  in  itfelf,  indepen- 
dent of  all  political  confiderations,  have  been  fufficient  to  difpofe  a  much  more  tempe- 
rate and  better-conditioned  people  to  outrage  and  violence  ;  and  of  this  the  Orleans  fac- 
tion, by  whom  the  plan  of  that  famine  appears,  beyond  all  doubt,  to  have  been  contrived 
and  executed,  were  fully  aware.  It  has  been  pretended  by  many,  that,  in  the  year  1789, 
a  real  fcarcity  prevailed  at  Paris;  but  the  truth  is,  that  under  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
Sixteenth,  that  is,  until  the  affaffination  of  the  provoft  of  the  merchants,  Paris  had  been 
always  amply  fupplied  with  provifions  :  the  old  government  might  even  have  been  re- 
proached with  its  predilection  and  profufion  towards  the  capital,  whofe  inhabitants  al- 
ways had  their  bread  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  it  was  fold  at  in  the  provinces,  2nd  al- 
ways at  the  expence  of  the  royal  treafury64  The  cries  of  the  Parifians  were  never 
treated  with  contempt ;  and  the  miniftry  only  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  complaints  of  the 
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provincials',  for  the  moft  hungry  mouths  are  not  always  the  moil  formiJablc.  And 
iince  Paris,  transformed  into  a  republic,  had  taken  the  reins  of  government  into  its  own 
hands,  there  was  no  kind  of  mifchief  or  violence  which  the  patriotifm  of  her  officers 
had  not  exerted — and  fuccefsfully  too — for  procuring  an  ample  flock  of  provifions. 

At  this  epoch,  the  emigration  of  thofe  whom  the  populace  termed  arif}ocrates%   had 
been    fo   confideiable,  that  the  daily  confumption  of  Paris    was    fuddenly  reduced   to 
eleven  or  twelve  hundred  facks 6?,  and  it  has  fince  been  demon  fl rated  and   acknowledged, 
that  the  Halle — where  the  corn  and  flour  were  fold — was  conftantly  overltQcked.     This 
abundance,  it  was  conceived,  might  prove  fatal  to  the  fchemes  of  the  Orleans  faction  ; 
but  gold,  which  is  generally  ufed  to  procure  corn,  was,  in  this  inihnce,  employed    to 
make  it  difappear.     Although  the  fupply   of  Paris  did  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  facks, 
the  bakers  daily  diftributed  from  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred  per 
day66.     Yet,  notwithstanding  this  excefs,  their  houfes  were  inceflantly  befieged  from 
morning  to  night,  by  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  who  loudly  complained  of  a  famine.    At 
the  fame  time,  it   was  no  uncommon   thing  to  meet  fome  of  the  working-people,  who 
had  fuddenly  quitted  their  ufual  occupations,  exclaiming,    '■'■Why  need  we  work?    Our 
**  father  a" Orleans  provides  us  with  food ' 6' '."     Thus  the  gold  of  this  prince  produced,  at 
his  pleafure,   two  phenomena  of  a  very  different  nature — want  and    plenty  ;    but   this 
double  means,  powerful  as  it  was,  was  ftill  lefs  effectual  than  the  conduct:  of  certain  ruf- 
fians, who  cut  open  the  facks,  and  fcattered  the  flour  in  the  ftreets.     In  fhort,  as  if  thefe 
manoeuvres  were  Aill  too  tardy  in  producing  the  defired  effect,  the  corn  was  accufed  of  a 
vice  that  it  did  not  poffefs  ;  and,  as  a  punifhment  for  its  abundance,  which  thwarted  the 
projects  of  the  cabal,  and  tended  to  illence  the  murmursof  the  populace,  a  report  was  in- 
duftrioufly  fpread,  that  it  was  of  a  bad  quality.     The  confequence  of  fuch  a  report,  to 
procure  credit  to  which  every  art  was  exerted,  was  the  afTemblage  of  a  mob  about  the 
Halle,    who  threw  two  thoufand  facks  of  flour  into  the  Seine.     Pcrfons  of  irreproach- 
able character  and  undoubted  veracity,  who  tafied  the  flour,  affirmed  that  it  was  of  the 
beft  quality  68. 

At  that  time,  there  was  fuch  a  plenty  that  bread  was  publickly  fold,  in  the  fuburb  of ; 
Saint  Anthony,  at  two  fans,  and  even  at  one  fol  the  pound.     The  municipal  officers  at  the. 
Hotel-de-Ville   were  apprized  of  this  fact,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  received  information 
that  money  was  diflributed  (on  the  fourth  of  October)  both  in  that  quarter,  and  in  the 
fuburb  of  Saint  Marcel.  The  municipality  affembledin  tumultuous  hafte,  and  after  deli- 
berating till  four  in  the  morning,  decreed  that  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred  men  fhould 


*5  Journal  Politique  National  des  Etats-Generaux  ct  <le  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn,  ii,  p.  206.  66  This  it 

proved  by  the  registers  of  the  Halle  of  the  eighth  of  Odcber,  1789.  67  Journal  Politique,.&C.  torn.  ii.  p.  207. 

**  Journal  Politique,  torn.  ii.  p.  207. 
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be  ftationed  at  the  town-houfe  that  day,  to  prevent  a  riot ;  but  at  (c\en  in  the  morning, 
when  the  town-houfe  was  forced  and  pillaged  by  the  mob,  there  were  not  twenty  men 
affembled  there  ;  and  yet  the  national  guards,  difperfed  in  the  ftreets,  were  walking 
peaceably  about,  with  loaves  under  their  arms,  and  looked  with  an  air  of  indifference  at 
the  crowd,  by  which  the  (hops  of  the  bakers  were  befieged09. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  October,  the  king  fent  his  anfwer  to  the  National 
AfTembly,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  decrees  which  their  prefident  had,  four  days  before,  pre- 
fented  for  his  acceptance.  He  gave  his  afTent  to  the  conjlitutional  articles,  but  on  the  po- 
fitive  condition,  from  which,  he  faid,  he  never  would  depart,  that,  by  the  general  refult 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  AfTembly,  the  executive  power  fhould  have  its  entire  effefr. 
in  the  hands  of  the  monarch.  He  obferved,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  not  found  all 
thofe  articles  equally  perfeiSt ;  but  he  had  deemed  it  praife-worthy  in  him  to  pay  regard 
to  the  prefent  wifhes  of  the  deputies  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  alarming  circumftances 
which  invited  him,  in  the  moft  imperious  manner,  to  promote  the  fpeedy  re-eflablifh- 
ment  of  peace,  order,  and  confidence.  He  acknowledged,  that  the  declaration  of  rights 
contained  fome  excellent  maxims,  but  that,  being  fufceptible  of  different  interpreta- 
tions, it  would  be  ufelefs  to  fan&ion  them  with  his  approbation,  before  the  paffing  of 
thofe  laws  which  were  to  explain  their  meaning  and  fix  their  application. 

The  king's  anfwer  was  highly  applauded  by  one  part  of  the  AfTembly,  while  by  the 
other  it  was  confidered  as  a  juft  fubject  for  the  moft  violent  indignation.  His  acccjpon 
to  the  decrees  was  termed  a  rcfufal ;  his  obfervations  an  offence.  HHiat  does  the  execu- 
tive power  want  P — faid  the  lalt — Does  it  become  him  to  criticife  our  work  P  If  he  muji  make 
ebfervations,  let  him  keep  them  to  himfelf  If  our  conjlitution  is  not  perfetl,  has  not  he  been 
the  caufe  of  its  impcrfeclion,  by  throwing  perpetual  objlacles  in  its  way?  One  deputy  ob- 
ferved, that  the  king  had  made  fome  regulation  for  the  execution  of  one  of  their  preced- 
ing decrees,  and  he  was  very  much  aftonifhed  that  any  one  fhould  prefume  to  make  fuch 
regulations  while,  the  AfTembly  were  at  Verfailles  Another  exclaimed — What  power  is 
above  our  own  P  At  firfl  they  faid,  that  the  AfTembly  was  fuperior  to  the  legiflative 
power,  which  was  certainly  true  ;  the  king  and  the  National  AfTembly  forming  collec- 
tively the  legiflative  power,  were  doubtlefs  fuperior  to  the  king,  exercifing  individually 
the  executive  power:  but  this  afTertion  did  not  content  them;  they  added,  that  they 
were  fuperior  to  the  legiflative  power,  becaufe  they  were  a  conjlituting  power.  In  fhort, 
this  intoxication  of  authority,  joined  to  the  knowledge  they  pofTefTed  of  their  own 
ftrength,  was  carried  to  fuch  a  height  that  they  were  enraged  that  the  king's  anfwer 
was  not  counter-figned  by  a  minifter  who  would  have  been  refponfible  for  it  ;  and  it 
was  on  this  occafion,  that  thefe  memorable  words  were  uttered — The  nation  must 

*9  Journal  Politique,  torn.  ii.  p.  208. 
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have  victims  7C, — Words, which,  when  coupled  with  fuccceding  events,  cannot  fail  to 
excite  the  raoft  marked  reprobation  and  horror. 

In  the  midft  of  thefedifcuffions,  M.  Pction  mentioned,  for  the  firft  time,  that  military 
banquet,  with  regard  to  which  a  profound  filence  had  been  obferved  during  five  feffions, 
and  which  had  been  referved  for  that  day.  The  fame  progreiiion,  the  fame  rapidity,  was 
remarked  in  the  imputations.  At  firft,  it  was  only  ftiled  an  orgie,  perhaps  deferving  the 
epithet  indecent ;  it  then  became  a  pofitive  crime  againft  the  country,  and  againft  the  fove- 
reign  ;  and  imprecations — it  was  affirmed — had  been  vomited  forth  againft  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  and  againjl  liberty11.  A  brave  officer,  (M.  Monipey)  obedient  to  the  voice  of 
honour,  and  anxious  to  avenge  a  corps  in  which  he  had  formerly  ferved,  moved  that  the 
guilty  fhould  be  punifhed,  and  challenged  Petion  to  fign  his  denunciation,  and  lay  it  or» 
the  table72.  This  gave  rife  to  a  difplay  of  the  moft  violent  indignation  on  the  demo- 
cratic fide  of  the  houfe,  and  brought  up  Mirabeau,  who,  with  the  utmoft  fury  in  his 
looks  and  manner,  exclaimed — "  Declare  that  the  king's  perfon  alone  is  facred,  and  I  will 
M  bring  forward  the  impeachment  myfelf."  When  he  fat  down,  he  informed  the  people 
near  him,  that  the  queen,  and  the  duke  de  Guiches,  colonel  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps, 
were  the  objects  he  had  in  view.  Mirabeau,  aware  of  the  approach  of  the  Parifian 
army,  only  wifhed  to  be  urged  ;  the  mob  in  the  gallery  were  numerous  and  violentj 
and  if  the  queen  had  been  impeached,  the  Brigands  of  the  capital,  finding,  on  their  ar- 
rival, that  princefs  accufed  by  a  member  of  the  legiflative  afTembly,  would  have  deemed 
that  affaffination  juftifiable  in  the  eye  of  the  law  which  hitherto  they  had  only  been  fti- 
mulated  to  commit  by  the  temptation  of  a  bribe73.  Fortunately,  the  well-timed  exer- 
tions of  Mounier,  as  prefident,  who  remarked,  that  he  fhould  neither  fuffer  any  inter- 
ruption of  the  order  of  the  day,  nor  the  introduction  of  reflections  foreign  from  the 
point  of  difcuffion  then  before  the  AfTembly,  prevented  the  agitation  cf  a  queftion, 
which,  moft  probably,  would  have  led  to  the  maffacre  of  the  unfortunate  queen,  and; 
reduced  Mirabeau,  at  leaft  for  that  morning,  to  the  neceffity  of  being  criminal  only, 
in    intention. 

It  was  during  the  interval  which  occurred  between  the  prefentation  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  decrees,  for  the  acceptance  of  the  king,  and  the  receipt  of  his  majefty's  anfwer  byi 

7°  Memoire  du  Comte  de  Lally-Tblendfel,  p.  159,  160. 

71  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  at  that  very  entertainment,  which  was  made  the  pretext 
for  an  attempt  to  exterminate  the  royal  family  and  themfelves,  fo  far  from  offering  an  infult  to  any  one,  adopted 
the  laudable  refolution  of  maintaining  the  poor  of  Verfailles  for  a  week.    Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  216. 

72Faitsrelatifsaladermere  infurre&ion,.p.  11.— Memoire  de  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  p.  160,  161.— .Journal 
Politique,  Sec.  torn.  ii.  p.  225. 

73  Mirabeau  obferved  the  next  day,  inthe  Journal  de  Provence,  of  which  he  was  the  author,  that  the  firfin  of  the 
higheft  rank  in  the  kingdom,  next  to  the  king,  had  taken  unufuat familiarities  (familiarites  peu  communes)  with  the  meanefi 
of  thefoldiers.    Journal  Politique,  torn.  ii-.  p.  226. 
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the  Aflembly,  that  the  Orleans  fa&ion  were   fo  bufily  employed  in  the  diftriburion  of 
money,  in  the  creation  of  want  in  the  midft  of  abundance,  and  in  every  other  prepara- 
tion for  exciting  an  infurredtion  in  the  fuburbs  of  the  capital,  and  in  all  thofc  places- 
where  the  populace  were  mod  accuftomed  to  aflemble  '*.     The  news  of  the  entertain- 
ment at  Verfailles,  accompanied  by  all  the  cmbellifhments  that  were    necefiary  to  give  it 
effecl,  Was  admirably  calculated  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  a  mob  thus  previoufly  irri- 
tated and   inflamed.      People   were  heard   to    exclaim   in  the  ftreet — "   What    indecent. 
'•  orgies  ! — The  national  cockade  trodden  under  foot  ! — -The  AfTembly  curfcd  and  threat- 
**  ened  ! — Let  us  haften  to  punifh  this  dreadful  blafphemy  ;  let  us  revenge  the  nation  ;, 
.«•  and  bearofF  the  king  from  the  enemies  of  the  country  !" — But  thefe  cries  and  mur- 
murs would,   probably,  have  only  produced  fimilar  fymptoms  of  difcontent  in  thofe  to 
whom  they  were  addreffed,  if  the  Orleans  fadtion  had  not  collected  three  or  four  hundred 
Pofflardes1'',   and  feme  of  the  porters  who  attend  the  Halle  dreffed  like  the  Poiffurdes, 
and  mingled  with  a  number  of  ftrange-looking  figures,  wearing  long  beards  and  pointed 
caps,  and  armed  with  pikes,  loaded  bludgeons,  and  other  extraordinary  weapons; — a  fpe- 
cies  of  favage  that  was  now  feen  for  the  firft  time  in  the  capital,  and  that  difappeared 
immediately  after  the  bufinefs  for  which  they  had  been  fummoned  was  terminated  ?6.  This 
motley  and  ferocious  groupe  foon  contrived  to  augment  their  numbers,  by  prejjing  fome» 
into  their  fetvice,  and  by  courting  a,  junction  with   all  the  low  proftitutes  that  infeflred. 
the  Rue  Saint  Honore,  and  the  fuburbs  of  Saint  Anthony  and  Saint  Marcel — the  Saint 
Giles's  and  Rag-Fair  of  Paris.     In  fhort  all  the  lanes,  allies,  cellars,  and  garrets  of  thefe 
celebrated  diftri£\s  are  faid  to  haye  been  completely  flripped  of  their  fair,- inhabitants*. 

The  circumftanceof  a  great  number  of  men,  difguifed  in  women's  cloaths,  being  in- 
terfperfed  in  the  ranks  of  this  army,  muft.be  considered  as  a  kind  of  concurrent  tefti- 
rnony  that  this  fcheme  was  preconcerted,  and  that  the  cabal  had  more  prudence  than  to 
truft  the  bufinefs  entirely  to  the  condudt  of  thefe  heroines.  It  is,  indeed,  faid,  that  feveral 
of  the  militia  of  Verfailles  were  diftinguifhed  among  them77.  Yet  this  ft  range  afiem- 
blage  is  defcribed  by  Rabaud  as  compofed  of  mothers  frantic  with  defpair  through  the 
dreadful  circumftance  of  not  having  bread  to  give  to  their  famiflied  children ! 


74  Thefe  efforts  were  flrenuoufly  feconded  by  the  republican  party,  though  they  adled  on  very  different . 
grounds. 

7  5  The  women  who  went  from  Paris  to  Verfailles,  on  this  occafion,  have  always  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  Poijfardes,  which  properly  applies  only  to  the  women  who  fell  fifh  and  fruit  in  the"  ftreets  and  Hulks  of 
the  capital.  But  thefe  laft,  fo  far  from  joining  the  falfe  Poiffardes,  as  they  have  been  termed,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
who  endeavoured  to  force  them  to  accompany  them  to  Verfailles,  applied  to  the  Corps-de-Garde  at  the  Pont  Saint 
Eufiacbe  for  military  afiiftance  to  repel  thefe  furies;  and,  after  the  king's  arrival  at  the  Tuilleries,  they  fent  a  depu- 
tation thither,  on  the  morning  of  the  feventh  of  October,  to  prefent  a  requeft  to  the  king  and  queen,  demanding 
juftice  on  the  authors  of  the  horrid  calumny  which  reprefented  them  as  accomplices  in  the  violence  cemmitted  on 
their  majefties,  the  preceding  day.    Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.p.  219,  220.  Note. 

76  Journal  Politique,  torn.  ii.  p.  219.  77  Idem,  ibid.  p.  220. 
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Bread  was,  at  fir  ft,  indeed,  the  ward*-  word  and  thcuniverfalcryof  thefe  female  ruffians; 
arms  were,  however,  thought  nccefl'ary,  as  affording  more  effectual  means  tor  obtaining 
it,  than  mere  {"application.  They  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  or  town- 
houfe,  which  they  forced,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth  of  October,  and 
plundered;  they  gave  an  early  fpecimen  of  their  courage  in  palling  thither,  by  making 
their  way  boldly  through  fevcral  battalions  of  Parifian  guards,  who  were  drawn  up 
armed  in  the  open  fpace  before  that  building.  Having  met,  on  the  flairs  of  the  town- 
houfe,  an  unfortunate  ccclefiaftic,  they,  as  an  effay  in  the  bufinefs  of  death,  immediately 
hung  -him  up  by  the  neck.  Some  of  their  male  followers,  whether  it  was  through 
mercy,  or  by  way  of  varying  the  pa  (time,  cut  the  prieff  down  before  he  was  quite  dead, 
and  then  fo  effectually  kicked  and  toffed  his  carcafe  about,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  he  fully 
recovered  his  fenfibility,  and  was,  moft  unexpectedly,  permitted  to  get  home  as  he  could. 
After  plundering  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  fcizing  the  magazine  of  arms,  collecting  the  artil- 
lery together,  and  forcing  open  the  prifons  with  tumult  indefcribable,  this  hermaphrodite 
army — as  it  has  been  aptly  termed — fet  out  for  Verfailles,  the  cannon  being  dragged  be- 
hind as  a  rear-guard.  They  had  been  previously  joined  by  a  great  number  of  workmen, 
•and  had  compelled  every  woman  they  met,  of  whatever  rank  or  age,  to  accompany  them. 
One  Maillard,  in  the  proper  garb  and  character  of  a  man,  appeared  now  as  their  leader ; 
on  whom  Rabaud  beftows  high  praife  for  the  difcipline,  order,  and  government  which  he 
eftablifhed  among  them  ;  as  they  palled,  however,  between  the  Seine  and  the  terrace  of 
the  Tuilleries,  they  overtook  a  life-guard  on  horfeback,  and  called  out  to  him — "  As  you 
"  are  going  to  Verfailles,  tell  the  queen  that  we  Jhall  foon  be  there  to  cut  off  her  head13.'" 

«• 

A  fecond  army  of  Amazons  was  preparing  to  follow  the  firft,  who  were,  with  much 
difficulty,  difperfed  by  La  Fayette,  the  national  guards  telling  their  general,  that  they 
could  not  fire  upon, -nor  ufe  any  force  againft,  their  fellow  citizens,  who  were  afking  for 
bread.  At  the  fame  time,  the  rage  for  going  to  Verfailles,  which  had  been  induftrioufly 
fomented  among  the  people,  was  now  become  general,  and  fo  ftrongly  infected  :he  na- 
tional troops,  that  they  commanded  their  officers  to  lead  them  thither79.  Upon  this  oc- 
cafion  fome  of  the  grenadiers  told  La  Fayette  without  referve,  that  under/landing  the  king 
was  an  ideot,  there  was  no  doubt  but  matters  would  go  on  much  better  by  the  appointment  of  a 
council  of  regency.  As  this  was  not  only  the  peculiar  language  and  doctrine  of  Mirabeau, 
and  of  thofe  other  leaders  of  the  cabal  who  were  initiated  in  its  mod:  fecret  myileries, 
but  as  it  was  publickly  known  thai  the  eitablilhment  of  a  council  of  regency  was  the 

Vs  Journal  Politique,  &c.  p.  223. 
79  Nothing  better  could  be  expe&ed  from  troops  onftituted,and/i  d'fciplined.  Wc  are  told  that  when  La 
layette  wr.s  at  the  head  of  thefe  guards,  he  2lvva_  s  invited  them  to  turn  to  the  right,  and  fupplicated  them  to  turn 
to  the  left,  &c. — One  day,  an  officer  preliir.g  one  of  the  foldiers  to  quicken  his  pace,  the  latter  rf  plied — "  Faith, 
"  captain,  the  lajl  Jhoei  juu  made  for  me  are  too  tight  .'"—In  fact,  the  captain  was  a  fhoemaker. — Journal  Politique,  &c. 
torn.  i.  p.  1 38, 
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mofi  immediate  object  of  their  ambition,  none  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  determine  from  what 
fource.the  grenadiers  had  derived  this  idea. 

La  Fayette,  who  feemed  aftonifhed  at  even  the  idea  of  offering  any  violence  to  the 
king's  perfon,  or  impofing  any  reftraint.  upon  his  inclination  with  refpe£t  to  refidence, 
endeavoured  to  allay  this  fermentation,  and  temporized  with  the  troops  as  long  as  poffi- 
ble;  but  they  becoming  every  inftant  more  outrageous,  and,  at  length,  directing  their 
threats  againft  himfelf,  he  and  his  principal  officers,  under  an  immediate  apprehenfion  for 
their  lives,  fubmitted  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  foldiery ;  but,  in  order  to  give 
feme  femblance  of  legality  to  his  proceedings,  which,  indeed,  flood  in  great  need  of  jufti- 
fication,  he  firfr  required  and  obtained  an  order  from  the  mayor  and  council  of  Paris,  by 
which  he  was  enjoined,  in  compliance  with  the  will  of  the  people,  to  repair  to  Verfailles  8o. 
This  being  done,  he  began  his  march  from  Paris,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  eighteen  o; 
twenty  thoufand  men,  accompanied  by  its  artillery,  and  with  every  difplay  of  military 
ppmp  and  parade,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  SI. 

Rabaud  obferves — "  No  pencil  can  depict  the  frantic  joy  of  Paris,  on  beholding  her 
"  militia  march,  with  the  intention  of  feeking  and  bringing  away  the  king.  The  ca= 
*'  pital  was  allured  that  her  diftrefs  would,  at  length,  be  terminated." — But  another  pen 
has  finifhed  the  picture  by  obferving,  that  "  No  fooner  had  the  Pariflans  loft  fight  of  the 
a  flying  colours,  and  ceafed  to  hear  the  found  of  the  drums,  than  their  acclamations  were 
**  fucceeded  by  a  difmal  filence,  and  the  loud  burfts  of  joy  gave  place  to  a  gloomy 
«forrows\" 

While  thefe  tranfacVions  patted  at  Paris,  the  motley  troop  of  Poiflardes  and  their  affb- 
ciates,  who  had  left  the  capital  in  the, morning,  continued  their  march  to  Verfailles,, 
which  was  marked  by  .fuch  circumftances  of  outrage,  fuch  brutality,  fuch  grofs  obfeenity 
of  language,  and  fuch  horrid  and  profane  curfes,  oaths,  and  imprecations,  as  were  with- 
out example  in  any  country  that  had  the  fmalleft  pretenfj-ons  to  civilization:    it  is 

*°La  Fayette  now  found  the  ill  effects  of  his irrefolution  or  mifconduct — whichever.it  was-~in  not  oppofing, 
with  the  vigour  which  became  his  chara&er  and  ftation,  the  afiafiination  of  Foulon  and  Berthier.  Had  he  exei  ted 
himfelf  on  that  occafion  with  proper  energy,  he  would  either  have  failen  nobly,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  or 
have  impofed  a  perpetual  restraint  upon  the  ferocity  of  the  people.  As  it  was,  the  populace  afcribed  his  for- 
bearance to  weaknefs ;  and  having  once  imbibed  that  idea,  nothing  could  prevent  them  from  adting  accordingly. 

It  has  been  obferved,  and  not  unjuftly,  that  it  was  La  Fayette's  duty,  inftead  of  afking  the  council  for  an  order 
to  repair  to  Verfailles,  to  require  them  to  concert  menfures  for  difperfmg  the  mob,  (by  whom  he  had  been  fiift 
threatened)  which  might  have  been  eafily  done,  with  the  alliftance  of  the  foldiers,  who  were  then  mafters  of  the 
fquare  in  which  the  town-houfe  is  fjtuated ;  and,  if  the  army  had  refui'ed  to  obey  him,  he  would  have  had  an  excels 
lent  opportunity  for  refigning  the  command  of  that  undifciplmed  militia. 

81  Journal  Politique,  &c.  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  223. 
f*  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  par  Deux  Amis  de  la  Liberie,  tona,  iii.  p.  305. 
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faid,  nor  has  the  fact  ever  been  contradicted,  that  they  actually  put  to  death,  by  hang- 
ing  them,  two  unfortunate  perfons  whom  they  met  on  the  road,  and  had  afterwards  the 
audacity  to  boaft  of  the  deed.  They  reached  Verfailles  about  half  paft  three  in  the 
afternoon. 

At  that  time,  the  king,  who,  as  we  have  feen,  had  given  his  anfwer  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  decrees,  and  to  the  declaration  of  rights,  in  the  morning,  was  peaceably  enjoying 
the  diverfion  of  (hooting  at  Meudon,  little  thinking,  that  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was 
in  motion  with  his  patriotic  army,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  him  off;  that  the  Poif- 
fardes  and  affaffins  were  already  at  the  gates  of  his  palace;  and  that  the  National  Affem- 
hly  were  employed  in  faarching  for  faults  in  his  condudl,  and  in  preparing  to  load  him 
\vith  infults.  Such  was  the  fituation  of  that  unfortunate  prince,  that  on  the  fame  day, 
and  at  the  fame  hour,  the  patriotic  army  wifhed  to  rob  him  of  his  liberty  ;  the  Poiffardes 
and  Brigands  to  murder  his  wife  ;  and  the  National  Affembly  to  defpoil  him  of  his 
crown ' 


a" 
«3 


The  Affembly  were  ftill  engaged  in  the  debate  on  the  fubjecl:  of  the  king's  anfwer,  in 
the  couife  of  which  it  was  obferved,  that  the  king  had  been  advifed  to  fufpend  his  adhe- 
rence to  the  declaration  of  rights,  as  if  the  rights  of  man  were  not  anterior  to  thofe  of 
xnonarchs,  and  independent  of  thrones ;    as  if  the  right  of  nature**  flood  in  need  of  the 

fandlion 


v  *3  Journal  Politique,  fee.  torn.  ii.p.  224. 

'*  On  the  perpetual  allufion  to  the  rights  of  nature,  at  this  time  fo  prevalent  in  the  Affembly,  and  on  the  illuf- 
't  ration  of  thofe  and  other  rights,  in  their  celebrated  declaration,  a  contemporary  writer  has  the  following  obferva- 

tions: "They   confidered  themfelves  in  their  wooden  houfe,  as  if  placed  in  a  fecond  Noah's  ark,  whence  it  ap- 

"  peared  to  them  that  the  earth  belonged  to  the  firft  occupier,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  parcel  it  out  among 
*'  anew  race  of  men.  They  declared,  then,  in  the  face  of  the  univerfe,  that  all men  are  bom  and  remain  free  ;  that 
"  one  man  could  not  be  more  than  another  man;  and  a  hundred  other  difcoveries  of  the  fame  kind,  which  they  congra- 
"  tulated  themfelves  upon  having  been  the  firft  to  reveal  to  the  world;  while  they  laughed,  very  philofophically,at 
«'  the  Englhh,  for  not  having  had  the  ienfe  to  begin  in  the  fame  manner,  with  their  Revolution  of  1688. 

"  But  the  joy  of  our  deputies  was  of  ihoi  t  duration.  The  inhabitants  of  other  countries  of  Europe  foon  began 
"  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  new  mode  of  conducting  people  by  theories  and  metaphyseal  abftradtions ;  of 
"  defpifing  all  the  knowledge  that  refults  from  practice  and  experience ;  of  confounding  man  in  an  abfolute  fa- 
"  vage  ftate,  w.th  man  in  a  ftate  of  fociety ;  and  natural  independence  with  civil  liberty.  To  fay  that  all  men  are 
"  bom  and  rtmairl  free,  is  to  fay,  in  faift,  that  they  are  born  and  remain  naked.  But  men  are  born  naked,  and  live  cloathed, 
"  as  they  ire  bom  independent,  and  live  fubjeft  to  laws.  Cloaths,  'tis  true,  reftrain,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  movements 
"  of  the  body,  but  they  afford  it  protection  from  external  accidents;  fo  laws  reftrain  the  paflions,  but  they  defend 
"  honour,  life,  and  fortune.  Thus,  to  have  rendered  themfelves  intelligible,  they  fhould  have  diftinguifhed  be- 
«  twee  liberty  and  independence  :  liberty  conn  »  in  obeying  the  laws  alone  ;  but  in  this  definition  the  word  obey 
«  is  included,  while  independence  confifts  in  living  in  the  woods,  without  obeying  laws,  and  without  acknowledg- 
"  ing  any  kind  of  reflraint. 

"  The  conduft,  of  the  Affembly  was,  therefore,  deemed  alike  ftrange  and  dangerous,  in  adopting  the  code  of 
•**  the  lavages,  and  in  colleihng  maxims  favourable  to  egotifm,  and  to  all  the  paflions  that  aie  hoftile  to  fociety. 
-"  The  negroes  in  our  colonies,  and  the  fervants  in  our  houfes,  may,  with  the  declaration  of  rights  in  their  hands,  expel 
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fan&ion  of  kings:  that  he  had  only  been  led  to  giv-e  his  acceflion  to  the  conftitutional 
articles,  that  his  minifters  might  cenfure  them  under  his  name  :  but  how,  faid  the  mem- 
bers who  advanced  thefe  arguments,  can  the  conftitution  be  expofed  to  the  refufal  of  the 
executive  power,  and  to  the  cenfure  of  its  agents?  If  that  power  owes  its  exiftence  to 
the  conftitution,  what  right  can  it  have  to  refufe  the  conftitution  ?  Let  us,  at  laft,  fince 
they  force  us  to  it,  tear  off  that  myfterious  veil,  which,  from  refpedt  for  royalty,  we 
fuffer  to  conceal  the  bounds  of  its  authority,  and  let  us  no  longer  fuffer  our  condefcen- 
danceto  be  abufed  for  the  purpofe  of  violating  the  firft  rights  of  the  people!  No,  we  can 
no  longer  diffemble  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  thofe  rights ;  the  intereft  of  the 
country  which  prefcribed  it  to  us  as  a  duty  not  openly  to  aflert  them,  would  render  us 
criminal  in  confenting  to  facrifice  them85. 

During  the  debate,  fome  of  the  members  informed  the  prefident  that  a  confiderable 
army  had  juft  arrived  from  Paris.  This  news  being  circulated  in  the  Aflembly,  it  was 
moved,  that  the  prefident  (hould  repair  to  the  palace,  and  entreat  the  king  to  give  his 
pure  and  unconditional  acceptance  to  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  the  conftitutional 
articles.  It  was  now  halfpaft  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Affembly  was  on  the 
point  of  adjourning,  when  the  troop  of  Brigands  and  Poiflardes  arrived  at  Veriailles. 

The  king,  who  had  been  apprized  of  the  tumults  in  the  capital,  immediately  quitted 
his  diverfion,  and  haftened  back  to  the  palace,  which  he  reached  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  the  arrival  of  the  afTaffins.  The  duke  of  Luxembourg,  captain  of  the 
guards,  afked  his  majefty  if  he  had  any  orders  togive,  meaning  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
pofalof  the  troops  ;  but  the  king  replied,  with  a  fmile,  "  What  becaufe  the  women  are 
**  coming;  you  are  joking,  furely  ?" — Meanwhile  the  formidable  phalanx  fuddenly  ap- 
peared in  the  avenue  leading  to  Paris,  attended  by  five  pieces  of  cannon.  It  was  then 
deemed  prudent  to  fend  fome  dragoons  to  ftop  them  in  the  avenue,  and  prevent  them  from 
advancing  further ;  but  the  factious  foldiers  difobeyed  the  commands  of  their  officers,  and 
fuffered  them  all  to  pafs. 

After  they  had  furmounted  this  trifling  obftacle,  the  Poiflardes  prefented  themfelves 
at  the  door  of  the  AfTembly,  and,  infilling  on  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  attempted  to  force 

tl  us  from  our  inheritances.  How  could  an  affembly  of  legiflators  feign  an  ignorance  of  this  truth,  that  the  rights 
j "  of  nature  rannot,  for  a  moment  exift  by  the  fide  of  property  ?  The  very  day  when  a  man  takes  poffeffion  of  a 
*'  field  by  the  labour  he  beftows  on  it,  he  ceafes  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  pure  nature;  his  exiftence,  like  that  of  his 
"  neighbours,  becomes  marked  by  iuduftry  and  dependence.  But  the  National  AlTembly  did  not  chufe  to  rernem- 
*\  berthat  the  body  politic  is  an  artificial  being  which  is  indebted  for  aothrngto  nature;  or  that  men  are  born  un- 
"  equal,  and  that  the  law  is  the  art  of  levelling  natural  inequalities." — UAhbc  Sabatier. 

85  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn.  iii.  p.  313,  314. — The  patriotic  party  here  fpoke  plainly ;  they  prove* 
that,  in  their  conception,  the  meeting  of  the  States-General  had  effe&ed  a  virtual  annihilation  of  the  monarchy, 
a  total  diffolution  of  the  focial  compact ;  that  the  monarch  was  reduced  to  a  non-entity,  and  that  he  could  not  rs- 
-exift  until  called  into  life  and  action  by  the  creative  power  of  the  Affembly !!! 
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guafd.  TIu!  preffdent,  however,  having  communicated  their  wifhes  to  the  Affcmbly, 
it  was  icfolved,  hy  a  majority,  that  thcyfliould  be  admitted.     A  great  number  of  them 
accordingly  entered  the  hall,  and  placed  tbcmfclves,  without  ceremony,  on  the  feats  appro- 
priated to  the  ufc  of  the  deputies,    with   whom   they   mingled.      Maillard,    and  another 
man,  who  a£ted  as  his  adjutant,  were  at  the  head  of  them.     The  latter  told  the  Affem- 
tha't,  "  In  the  morning  they  had  found  no  bread  at  the  bakers;  that,  in  a  fit  of  def- 
11  pair,  he,  who  had  been  a  foldiej  in  the  French  guards,  was  going  to  ring  the  alarm- 
"  hell  ;.but  that  he  had  been  apprehended  in  the  attempt,  and  was  about  to  be  hanged, 
*'  when  the  ladies  who  accompanied  him  faved  his  life." — He  added—"  That  they  had 
*'  come  to  Verfailles  to  afk  for  bread,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enforce  the  punifhment 
"  of  the  Gardes-du-  Corps,  who  had  infultcd  the  patriotic  cockade  ;    that  they  were  good 
*'  patriots  ;  that  they  had  forcibly  feized  all  the  black  cockades  which  they  had  feen  at 
<:  Paris  and  on  the  road."     He  then  drew  one  out  of  his  pocker,  faying,  that  he  would 
have  the  pleauire  of  tearing   it   to  pieces   in   prefence  of  the  AfTembly,  which  he  imme- 
diately did.     His  companion   then  faid — "  IVc  'will  force   every  body  to  wear  the  patriotic 
cockade."     Thefe  expreffions  having  excited  fome  murmurs  of  ciifecntent,    the   man  ex- 
claimed— "  Say  what  yon  will',  we  are  all  brothers'."  The  prefident  replied,  that  no  member 
of  the  AfTembly   was  difpofed  to   deny  that    all  men  ought  to  confider  themfelves  as- 
brothers  ;  that  the  murmurs  were  only  occaficned  by  his  threats  to  force  people  to  wc2r 
the  cockade ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  force  any  body  ;  and  that  he  ought  to  fpeak  with 
refpecl  to  the  National  AfTembly. 

The  orator  of  the  mob  next  faid — "  The  ariftocrates  wifh  to  make  us  perifh  with 
"  hunger:  a  note  for  two  hundred  livres  was  fent  this  very  day  to  a  miller  to  engage 
"  him  to  grind  no  more  corn  ;  on  which  condition  he  was  promifed  a  weekly  remittance 
**  to  the  fame  amount."  A  general  cry  of  indignation  burft  from  the  AfTembly,  and 
every  part  of  the  hall  refounded  with  the  exclamation  of  "  Name  the  man  /"  The  pre- 
fident alfo  defired  that  he  would  difcover  the  criminal ;  affuring  him  that  the  mofl  ex- 
emplary punifhment  fhould  be  inflicted  on  him.  The  two  orators,  after  fome  hefitation, 
told  the  AfTembly,  that  having  met  fome  ladies  in  a  carnage,  they  obliged  them  to  alight ; 
and, that,  in  order  to  obtain  permiffion  to  proceed,  the  ladies  had  told  them  that  an  ec- 
cleuaffic  had  denounced  this  crime  to  the  National  AfTembly86.  "They  fay" — purfued  the 
orators — "  that  it  was  the  archbifhop  of  Paris."  All  the  members  however  hafrened  to 
inform  him  that  the  archbifhop  of  Paris  was  incapable  of  fuch  an  a£t  of  atrocity  "7. 

86  In  facT,  one  of  the  ecclefiaftical  deputies,  in  the  courfe  of  his  dififertation  on  the  king's  anfwer,  had  al- 
luded to  the  circuinftance,  but  without  adducing  any  proof  in  fuppoit  of  it,  and  without  even  mentioning  the 
Earne  of  the  perfon  accufed. — M.  Mtunier. 

8/  M.  Mounier  lays — "  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  by  what  means  they  (the  faction)  had  fucceeded  in  infpiring 
"  the  people  cf  Paris  with  fuch  an  inveterate  hatred  of  a  prelate  fo  virtuous,  fo  great  a  friend  t»  the  poor,  ar.d  fo 
"  ready  to  make  any  facrifice  in  order  to  promote  peace.  It  is  known  that  he  was  the  man  who,  to  calm  the  popu- 
"  lar  effcrvefccnce  excited  againil  the  ecclefiaitics,  propofed  to  confent  to  the  fuppreflion  of  tithes ;  he  afterwards 
"  offered  the  church  plate." 

The 
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The  dialogue  between  the  leaders  of  the  mob  and  the  prefident  of  the  Affembly  was 
interrupted  by  the  cries  of  the  Poiffardes,  who,  ftanding  up  on  the  benches,  all  c;ied  out, 
at  the  fame  time,  for  bread  for  themfelves  and  for  the  capital.  .'I  lie  prefident  told  tbem, 
that  the  Affembly  faw  with  concern  the  famine  which  afflicted  the  capital,  and  which 
proceeded  from  the  obftacles  created  for  the  purp-ofe  of  preventing  the  circulation  of 
grain  ;  that  it  had  done  every  thing  in  its  power  to  facilitate,  by  its  decrees,  the  fupply 
of  the  city  of  Paris  with  provifions  ;  that  the  king  had  exerted  his  utmoft  efforts  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  thofe  decrees;  that  new  mealures  fliould  be  devifed  for  putting  a 
flop  to  the  famine,  which  their  flay  at  Verfailles  would  certainly  not  do  ;  that  they 
ought  to  leave  the  Affembly  to  difcufs,  with  freedom,  thofe  important  points,  and 
peaceably  to  return  without  committing  any  act  of  violence ss. 

This  anfwer  was  not  capable  of  fatisfying  them,  and  M.  Mounier  would  doubtlefs 
have  made  them  another,  if  he  had  known  the  true  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  capital  at  that 
time  ;  if  he  had  known  that  there  had  always  been  plenty  of  flour  at  Paris,  and  that  the 
Poiffardes  had  been  followed  to  Verfailles  by  feveral  carts,  loaded  with  bread,  meat,  and 
brandy**.  They  all  exclaimed — ""That1  s  not  fufficient  ;"  but  entered  into  no  fartherexplana- 
tion,  and,  foon  after,  joining  in  the  deliberations  of  the  members,  they  called  out  to  one, 
ei  Speak,  thendeputy  5"  to  another,  "  Hold  your  tongue,  deputy  ;"  while  their  apoftrophes  were 
powerfully  feconded  by  occafional  reports  of  cannon  in  the  avenue,  and  all  the  members 
feemed  to  dread  them,  except  Mirabeau,  who  having,  of  courfe,  fome  particular  grounds 
•of  Tecurity,  ventured  to  addrefs  them  in  a  dictatorial  and  authoritative  ftile,  afking  them 
nsrhat  right  they  had  to  come  and  impofe  laws  on  the  National  Affembly90. 

The  Poiffardes  Jmiled  at  this  mode  of  interrogation  adopted  by  their  friend ;  and  the 
Affembly  found  itfelf  reduced  to  a  fnuation  replete  with  difficulties  and  difgrace  ;  it  was 
aware  that  the  majority  of  its  members  were  in  the  fecret  with  regard  to  the  army  that 
was  about  to  arrive;  fome  of  the  deputies  had  been  heard  to  fay — "  We  muji  go  to  Paris, 
that's  the  only  place  in  which  wejhall  I  do  any  thing  ;"  others  were  feen  to  prompt 

the  Poiffardes,  and  fuggeft  motions  to  them.  It  was  known,  alfo,  that  three  hundred 
armed  Parifians  had  privately  entered  Verfailles,  the  evening  before  ;  and  that,  as  the 
Brigands  arrived,  the  inhabitants  called  out  to  them  from  their  windows,—"  Welcome., 
gentlemen,  we  expccled  you*1." 

The  greater  the  difficulty  attending  fuch  a  fituation,  the  more  courage  and  magnani- 
mity fhould  the  National  Affembly  have  difplayed.  But  fear  feems  to  have  predomi- 
nated, and  theii  (cowardice  had  all  the  effects  of  perfidy.'    They  confirmed  their  decree 

8S  Faits  rei  rniers  infurrefiicn,  p,  14. 

*>  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  229.  '*°  K'.em,  ibid.  p.  1-30.  9»i  Idem,  ibid.  p.  231,  232. 
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on  the  nineteen  articles  of  the  conftitution,  and  decided,  that  their  prefident  at- 
tended by  a  deputation,  fhould  inftantancoufly  repair  to  the  palace,  and  fum- 
mon  the  king  to  accept  the  nineteen  articles  without  delay;  and,  in  order  to  add 
abfurdity  to  pride,  they  ordered  the  deputed  members  to  cxaft  of  his  majefly  a  fudden 
plenty  for  the  city  of  Paris;  as  if  the  king,  by  figning  that  which  reduced  him  to  a 
nullity,  and  by  an  extorted  acknowledgment  that  all  men  were  free,  could  avert  the 
ftorm  that  lowered  over  his  head,  and  fupply  Paris  with  provifions.  The  conftitution 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent  proceedings  ;  and  the  National  AfTembly  knew,  too 
well,  that,  under  a  pretence  of  afking- for  breadr  alt  the  capital  wifhed  for  was  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  king  9\ 

The  Poiflardes  no  fooner  faw  the  prefident,  and  the  other  members  of  the  deputation, 
leave  the  hall,  than  they  furrounded  them,  and  expreffed  their  determination  to  go  with 
them  to  the  palace.  Mounier  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining,,  by  dint  of  entreaty,  a 
promife  that  only  fix  of  them  would  enter  the  royal  apartments :  a  great  number  of 
them,  however,  attended  him  as  an  efcort:  he  thus  defcribes  their  march  from  the  hall 
to  the  palace. 

"  We  were  on  foot",  in  the  mud,  and  it  rained  very  faft.  A  confiderable  number  of 
**.  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  lined,  on  either  fide,  the  avenue  that  leads  to  the  palace. 
**  The  Parifian  women  were  collected  in  various  groupesj  intermingled  with  a  certain 
*'  number  of  men,  moftly  clothed  in  rags*  with  ferocious  looks,  threatening  geftures» 
**  and  fhouting,  or  rather  howling,  in  a  moft  frightful  manner.  They  were  armed  with 
"  guns,  old  pikes,  axes,  loaded-flicks,  and  large  poles,  with  the  blades  of  knives  oc 
"  fwords  fixed  to  the  end.  Small  detachments  of  life-guards  adted  as  patroles,  and  gal* 
*'  loped  through  the  ftreets,  amidft  thehifTe3  and  execrations  of  the  mob93." 


»*  Journal  Politique;  torn,  ii:  p;  433.— The  errant  de  Lally  Tolendal  tells  us,  that  he  overheard  a  dialogue  be- 
tween Mounier  and  Mirabeau,  in  the  AfTembly,  which  while  it  infpired  him  with  the  higheft  efteem  for  the  for- 
mer, gave  him  an  idea,  that  a  project  had  been  formed  for  alarming  the  royal  family,  and  thereby  inducing  them 
to  fly  from  Verfailles.  As  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  project  would,  in  the  opinion  of  Lally,  have  been  attended  with, 
the  moft  dreadful  confequences,  he  immediately  repaired  to  the  palace,  and  imparted  his  apprehenfions  to  the 
king. — Memoire,  p.  162. 

The  author  of  the  Journal  Politique  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  that  Mounier  fhould  have  confented  to  accompany 
the  deputation  to  the  king.  In  his  opinion  Mounier  fhould  have  faid  to  the  Affembly — "  Either  the  army  is 
*'  marching,  with  your  confent,  againft  the  king  ;  or  elfe  is  marching  againft  you  and  the  king  too ;  and,  in  either 
**  cafe,  it  is  my  duty,  either  to  remain  in.  my  place,  or  give  in  my  difmiffion." — There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  Mounier  was  actuated  by  the  beft  poffible  motives,  and  that  he  entertained  ftrong  hopes  of  being  able  to  avert 
the  impending  ftorm. 

93  During  this  time,  the  pieces  of  cannon  which  the  Poiffardcs  had  brought  with  them  were  ftationed  in  the  - 
avenue  leading  to  Paris,  where  all  paffengers  were  flopped,  and  this  queftion  was  put  to  them"Etes-vous  de  la  nation?"' 
if  they  ar.fwered  in  the  aifrrmatiye,  which,  of  courfe,  they  were  compelled  to  do,  they  were  ftationed  to  guard 
the  guns. 

In 


1 789.]  LEWIS    THE     SIXTEENTH.  3&5 

In  order  to  render  this  picture  more  clear,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  after  as  many  of 
the  Poiffardes  and  Brigands  as  the  hall  could  contain  had  entered  the  Affembly,  the  re- 
maining, and  by  much  the  greatefl,  part  had  formed  themfelves  into  a  column,  and 
marched  directly  towards  the  palace;  but  they  were  flopped  by  a  line  of  life  guards, 
drawn  up  in  front  of  the  flrft  iron  gate,  and  by  a  body  of  Swifs  guards,  flationed  in  ths 
Place-d'Armes.  The  order  given  to  thefe  troops  was  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  mob< 
into  the  palace,  but  not  to  fire.  The  populace  of  Verfailles,  apprized  of  this  circum- 
fiance,  joined  the  Brigands,  the  workmen  of  the  fuburbs  of  Saint  Anthony  and  Saint 
Marcel,  and  all  the  rabble  who  were  inceffantly  arriving  from  Pa/is  ;  and  continued  to 
prefs  more  and  more  upon  the  avenues  of  the  caftle.  The  Gardes- du- Corps  were  loaded 
with  threats  and  invectives,  but  hitherto  the  mob  had  not  fired  upon  them.  They  vvers 
only  employed  in  defending  their  pofts,  and  in  difperfing  the  too  confiderable  bodies  of 
Brigands  that  occafionally  collected,  and  threatened  to  force  the  entrance  into  the  pa-~ 
lace.  The  militia  of  Verfailles  had  hitherto  remained  fpectators  of  the  fcene,  and 
occupied  different  pofts,  particularly  on  the  fide  of  the  barracks  formerly  allotted  to 
the  French  guards. 

"  As  we  advanced" — purfues  Mounier — '•  we  were  joined  by  a  part  of  the  men  who 
•'*  were  armed  with  pikes,  axes,  and  flicks.  The  flrange  and  numerous  retinue  by 
*'  which  we  were  now  followed  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Gardes  du- Corps,  who, 
*'  miftaking  us  all  for  one  of  the  popular  groupes,  rode  up  to  us,  and  difperfed  us  in  the 
•*  mud  ;  and  it  will  eafily  be  conceived  how  great  was  the  rage  of  our  companions,  who 
**  conceived  their  right  to  approach  the  king  and  queen  was  fanctioned  and  confirmed  by 
"  our  prefence.  We  foon  rallied,  and  advanced  in  this  manner  towards  the  palace.  We 
*4  found  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  the  regiment  of  Flanders,  the 
44  Invalids,  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles  drawn  up  in  the  open  place  before  it.  Thefe 
"  troops  knew  us,  and  received  us  with  honour.  We  paffed  their  lines,  and  they  had 
44  great  difficulty  in  preventing  the  croud  that  followed  us  from  introducing  themfelves 
*■  into  the  palace.  Inftead  of  fix  women  to  whom  I  had  promifed  admiflion,  I  was  forced 
44  to  admit  twelve" 

It  was  half  pafl  five  in  the  evening  when  the  prefident  of  the  National  Affembly,  ef- 
corted  by  fifteen  deputies  and  twelve  Poiffardes,  entered  the  king's  apartment,  and  repre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  the  calamities  {fabricated  calamities)  which  afflicted  the  capital, 
befeeching  him  to  procure  all  the  aflifrance  in  his  power  for  the  diffracted  city  of  Paris. 
The  king  deplored  the  misfortunes  of  the  times,  and  promifed  to  adopt  every  poffible  mea- 
fure  for  affording  the  required  relief.  The  anxiety  he  difplayed  affected  even  the  Poif- 
fardes, one  of  whom  is  faid  to  have  fainted  in  his  prefence. 

Having  difcharged  this  part  of  his  duty,  the  prefident  entreated  his  majefty  to  fix  an 
hour,  in  the  courfe  of  that  day,  if  it  were  poffible,  for  receiving  another  deputation  ;  and. 

the 
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the  king  mentiohccl  nine  at  night.  While  Lewis  was  engaged  in  convcrfation  with  one 
of  the  members  of  the  council,  Mounier  embraced  the  opportunity  to  communicate  to 
his  miniftcrs  the  decree  of  the  AffeUibly,  by  which  he  was  inftrudted  to  demand  a  pure 
and  imiplc  acceptation  of  the  conftitutional  articles,  aid  of  the  declaration  of  sights, 
lie  represented,  that  at  fuch  a  t'me  as  the  prefent,  which  might,  every  minute,  be  pro- 
ductive of  frefh  alarms,  they  ought  to  aci  !:ing  to  avert  the  confufion  that  wouid 
refult  from  a  fecond  deputation;  that  being  charged,  as  president,  to  obtain,  without  de- 
lay, his  pure  and  fimple  acceptation,  it  would  be  impofiible  for  him  to  defer  the  demand  ; 
that  all  hefitation  muft  be  attended  with  infinite  danger;  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay- 
would  be  confidered  as  a  refufal,  and  might  re-kindle  the  rage  of  the  Parifians,  to  whom 
it  would  infallibly  be  imparted.  He  told  the  minifters,  that  if  the  king  would  give  the 
acceptation  required,  it  fhould  be  announced  to  the  people  as  a  great  benefit,  and  might 
pofiibly  allay  their  fury. 

Meanwhile,  the  PoifTardes  who  had  accompanied  Mounier  to  the  palace,  had  return- 
ed as  foon  as  they  had  heard  the  king's  anfwer,  and  feemed  pleafed  with  the  reception 
they  had  experienced  ;  but  their  numerous  companions  who  were  waiting  for  them,  re- 
ceived them  very  ill,  threatened  them  with  the  lanthorn,  and  compelled  them  to  go 
back  to  the  palace,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  the  king's  Signature  to  the  promife  he 
had  given  them.  They  accordingly  went  thither,  and  gained  admiffion,  when  M.  de 
Saint  Prieft,  minifler  of  Paris,  endeavoured  to  foothe  them,  by  explaining  to  them  all 
the  meafures  which  the  king  had  adopted  for  fupplying  the  capital  with  provifions  ;  for 
the  king  and  his  minifters  were  ftill  dupes  to  the  artificial  famines  of  the  metropolis94. 

No  words  could  defcribe,  if  the  recital  of  fuch  a  defcription  could  even  be  endured, 
the  extravagance  of  the  icencs  which  the  women  exhibited  at  the  National  Affembly, 
after  the  departure  of  the  prefident  for  the  palace.  In  proportion  as  they  became  in- 
toxicated, which  they  were  by  no  means  flow  in  doing,  they  overwhelmed  the  members 
with  their  vociferation  and  noife,  and,  at  length,  they  mounted  into  and  took  po'ffeffion 
of  the  prefident's  chair.  Amidft  a  thoufand  confufed  voices,  thofe  were  with  difficulty 
dj.fi  inj  uifl  pd  v';o  called  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  the  removal  of  the 
inent  of  Flanders,  :'nd  the  deftru&ion  of  the  parliaments.  The  Afiembly  were  pro- 
ceeding to  pafs  a  decree,  with  regard  to  the  free  circulation  of  grain,  but  the  PoifTardes 
reduced    thein    to    filence,   and    infilled  on   a  great  reduction    of  the  price  of   bread, 


54  It  was  on  thfs  oecaftoh  that  M.  de  Saint  Prieft  was  reported  to  have  faid  to  the  PoifTardes — "  Formerly  you  had 
•*<  but  one   king,    and  then  you  never  wanted  bread f    now    >  ':,it  you  have   twelve    hundred  five  reignt,  ywt  mufi  applv  to  them  fir 
..  hen  Mirabeau,  two   days  after,   denounced  the  minifter,  for  this  fpeech,  to  the  Affembly,  M.  de 
Saint  Prieft,  whether  from  dread  of  the  conferences,  or  whether  becaufe  the  fatt  was  really  fo,  denied  having  ut- 
tered it.     Jcu/.n.i!  Ptlitijvtf  &C. 

meat, 
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meat,  and  candles95.  Such  was  the  fee ne  of  confufion,  and  fuch  the  fociety,  in  which 
the  moft  awful  and  momentous  bufinefs  that  perhaps  was  ever  tranfadted  by  any  body  of 
men,  the  eftahlifhment  of  a  new  conftitution  in  a  vafl  country,  which  went  to  nothing 
lefs,  than  to  the  total  annihilation  of  the  old,  and  of  all  its  appendant  rights,  laws,  and 
inftitutions,  which  had  been  confirmed  by  the  fandUon  of  untold  ages,  was  completed 
and  promulgated. 

But  the  tumults  that  by  this  time  prevailed  without  w.ere  attended  with  more  fatal 
confequences  than  the  confufion  which  obtained  within  the  AiTembly.  The  Gardes- 
du- Corps,  the  Swifs,  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders  had,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  been 
flationed  on  the  upper  fide  of  the  Place-d'Armes,  where  they  impeded  the  progrefs,  and 
fuftained  the  infults  and  threats  of  the  Poiffardes,  and  their  affociates  difguifed  in  wo- 
men's apparel,  as  well  as  of  the  crowd  of  Parifian  workmen  who  kept  pufhing  againf: 
the  gate  of  the  firft  court.  The  Brigands,  armed  with  pikes,  and  wearing  pointed  caps^ 
remained  behind  as  a  corps-de-referve  ;  being  deftined  for  an  interior  expedition,  they  had 
been  cautioned  not  to  expofe  themfelves  too  much  on  the  Place  d'Armes. 

The  good  understanding  which  prevailed  between  the  town-militia  of  Verfailles  and 
the  Brigands,  as  well  as  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Flanders,  foon  became  evident.  It  was  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  one  of 
the  foldieis  of  the  Paris  militia,  who  had  accompanied  the. Poiffardes,  endeavoured  to 
break  the  line  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  firft  court.  The 
guards,  that  they  might  not  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  killing  him,  fufFered  him  to 
pierce  their  ranks,  well  knowing  that  the  gate  leading  into  the  court  was  Ihut.  When 
he  arrived,  however,  at  the  gate,  he  attempted  to  kill  the  Swifs  centinel,  by  thrufting  hjs 
fabrc  between  the  bars,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  admit  him.  The  marquis  de  Savonnieres, 
fub-lieutenant  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  then  rode  up  to  him,  and  complained  of  this 
att  of  violence;  when  the  foldier  ftruck  at  him  with  his  fabre,  and  cut  his  horfes'  crup- 
per through.  M.  de  Savonnieres  returned  this  unprovoked  attack  by  a  few  blows  with 
the  flat  fart  of  his  fabre  ;  on  receiving  which  the  foldier  fell,  pretending  to  be  wounded.  A 
centinel  belonging  to  the  city-m\\\t\a  of  Verfailles  immediately  difcharged  his  piece  at 
the  marquis,  and  broke  his  arm  96. 

This  was  the  fignal  of  the  mafTacre.  The  marquis  de  Savonnieres  rode  into  the  middle 


95  Journal  Politique,  &c,  tom.  ii.  p.  241. — Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurre&ion,  p,  21. 
9s  Journal  Politique,  tom.  ii.  p.  245. — Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurreclion,  par  Mourner,  p.  17,  i3 — Ths 
truth  of  this  account  of  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  given  by  M.  Mounier,  cannot  be  called  in  queftion.  Ic 
is  alnooft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  a  very  different  account  of  the  fame  infurreclion  is  given  by  thofe  fhameful  pro- 
mulgators of  falfhood,  Les  Deux  Amii  d>.  la  Liberte,  and  repeated,  on  their  authority,  by  the  authors  of  the  Englifh 
hiftory  of  the  Revolution.  . 

of 
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of  his  fejuadron,  which,  faithful  to  the  orders  of  tlieir  fovcrcign,  preferved  their  ranks, 
and  never  attempted  to  revenge  their  wounded  companion.  A  confiderable  difcharge  of 
mufquetry  was  the  reward  of  their  moderation;  fome  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  and 
many  of  their  horfes,  were  feverely  wounJe.i ;  while  the  Poiflardes  and  Brigands  fhouted 
with  joy.  At  the  fame  time,  the  militia  of  Verfailles,  not  fatisfied  with  their  firft 
cowardly  act  of  unprovoked  and  unrcturned  outrage,  were  feen  to  point  againft  the 
Gardes-du -Corps  the  cannon  that  were  placed  before  the  barracks  of  the  old  French 
guards.  The  king,  apprized  of  the  perilous  fituation  of  his  brave  and  faithful  defend- 
ers, Tent  thein  orders  to  retire  to  their  hotel,  in  the  hope  that  their  retreat  might  tend  to 
calm  the  fury  of  the  mol> ;  but  the  militia  of  Verfailles,  encouraged  doubtlefs  by  the 
non- refinance  they  experienced,  were  daftardly  enough  to  renew  their  attack,  and  to 
pour  in  their  fire  at  the  extremity  of  the  column  ;  many  of  the  Gardes-du- Corps  were 
wounded,  and  platoons  of  militia  followed  them  to  their  ftables,  continuing  to  fire  all 
the  way  ".  Guns  were  fired  from  every  ftreet,  and  the  balls  whiftled  on  every  fide ; 
but,  neverthelefs,  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  feveral  of  whom  died  of  their  wounds,  retired 
in  good  order,  without  ever  returning  the  attack  of  their  cowardly  foes. 

The  king's  miftaken  humanity  ;  his  extreme  averfion  from  the  efFufion  of  human 
blood,  proved  on  this,  as  on  too  many  other  occafions,  the  fource  of  infinite  calamities. 
The  order,  fo 'frequently  reputed,  in  the  courfe  of  this  difaftrous  day,  to  the  Gardes-du- 
:Corps,  not  to  fire  upon  the  citizens,  and  to  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  maflacred  without  re- 
finance, is  equally  calculated  to  excite  aftonifhment  and  concern.  What!  were  Poif- 
fards  and  Brigands,  exuatled  from  the  dregs  of  the  capital,  to  be  confidered  as  citizens 
who  ought  to  be  fpared,  as  fubje&s  who  deferved  all  the  tendernefs  of  the  king  whom 
they  came  to  murder?  While  fix  hundred  gallant  gentlemen,  of  unfpotted  honour,  and 
ready  to  ftied  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  defence  of  that  king,  were  to  be  regarded  as 
fo  many  aucomatons  whofe  valour  was  to  be  reftraincd,  or  whofe  heads  were  to  be  de- 
voted to  a  fhameful  and  certain  death  1  On  an  occafion  like  this,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
minifters  to  reftrain  the  humanity  of  their  fovereign,  rather  than  the  courage  of  his  de- 
fenders J — The  prohibition  to  fire  was,  in  effect,  both  inhuman  and  impolitic  9\  A  word 

would 

*7"Journal  Politique,  torn.  ii.  p.  246. — Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurre&ion,  p.  18. 

»3  The  minifters  could  not  be  ignorant,  that,  for  fome  days  paft,  the  Gardes-du-Corps  had  been  rendered  objects 
of  public  hatred ;  that  their  deftrudtion  had  been  fworn;  and  that  they  were  about  to  be  given  up  to  the  rage  of 
their  enemies.  — Why  did  not  the  minifters  make  a  direct  application,  in  their  official  capacity,  to  the  National 
Aflembly,  and  urge  them  to  decide,  whether  the  mob  or  the  militia  of  Paris  had  a  right  to  go  to  Verfailles,  and, 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  diftate  laws  to  their  monarch  ? — Fait*  relatifs  a  la  dernier?  infurreclion,  p.  so. 

The  following  curious  fa£t  will  tend  to  demonftrate,  in  fome  degree,  the  project  that  had  been  formed  for 
affafTinating  the  Gardes-du-Corps.  It  had  always  been  ufual  with  that  corps  to  keep  a  gunfmith  of  their  own, 
who  rc.lded  in  their  hotel,  and  to  whom  thofe  gentlemen,  every  Sunday,  on  quitting  guard,  fent  their  arms,  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  examine,  to  put  in  order,  and  to  re-deliver,  charged,  to  their  refpeftive  owners.  This  man  fup- 
jplied  them  with  powder  and  ball.    In  the  night  of  the  fixth,  fome  of  the  guards,  on  their  arrWal  at  Ramboaillet, 

wifhed 
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would  have  fufficed  :  and  the  fix  hundred  Gardes-du-Corps  would  have  driven  hack  to 
Paris  the  whole  troop  of  Brigands,  without  having  recourfe  to  the  Swifs  or  the  regiment 
of  Flanders,  and  in  fpite  of  the  militia  of  Verfailles.  But,  in  the  courfe  of  this  Revolu- 
tion, and  particularly  of  this  day,  no  one  of  the  minifters  had  the  courage  to  advife  the 
adoption  of  decifive  meafures:  they  wereafraid,  by  allowing  the  guards  to  (land  in  their 
own  defence,  of  irritating  the  militia  of  Verfailles;  they  were  afraid,  too,  of  expofing 
the  king  to  greater  danger ;  in  fliort,  fear  feems  to  have  presided  at  their  councils,  and  to 
have  marked  all  their  proceedings.  If  one  of  them  propofed  an  act  of  cowardice,  a  fecond 
adopted  it  with  all  the  avidity  of  terror,  and  a  third,  obedient  to  the  fame  impulfe,  re- 
commended it  to  the  king.  The  mod:  vigorous  project  on  which  they  ventured  to  de- 
cide was  the  flight  of  the  royal  family  ;  but  the  king  refufed  to  .fly  ;  it  was  then  propofed, 
at  leafl,  to  remove  the  queen  and  the  dauphin  to  fome  place  of  greater  fafety  than  the  prefent; 
but  the  carriages  were  flopped  by  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles,  who  cut  the  traces,  broke 
the  wheels,  and  exclaimed  that  the  king  was  going  to  fly  to  Metz.  This  obftacle  how- 
ever it  would  have  been  eafy  to  remedy,  by  providing  carriages  that  were  nearer  at  hand, 
and  concealing  them  from  the  people  ",  but  the  queen,  as  foon  as  file  heard  of  the  de- 
fign,  put  an  end  to  all  farther  thought  of  it,  by  nobly  refufmg  to  abandon  her  hufband, 
declaring,  with  a  magnanimity  worthy  the  daughter  of  Maria  Therefa,  that,  "  She 
"  would  flay  and  die  at  the  king's  feet." 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that,  about  feven  o'clock,  the  king  hearing  the  difcharge 
of  mufquetry,  and  fenfible  of  the  perilous  fituation  of  his  guards,  had  ordered  them  to 
retire.  At  half  paft  eight,  receiving  certain  information  that  theParifian  army  was  on  its 
march  to  Verfailles,  he  deemed  it  neceflary  to  order  the  Gardes-du-Corps  to  refume  their 
ftation  near  the  palace  ;  but  a  part  only  received  the  order,  and  formed  in  theCourRoyale. 
The  reft,  who  were  not  apprized  of  his  majefty's  wifhes  till  a  later  hour,  repaired  to  the 
appointed  place  in  fmall  divifions ;  they  were  fired  at  in  all  the  ftreets  through  which  they 
pafled,  and  wherever  they  fliewed  themfelves,  they  were  purfued  like  wild  beafls.  Many 
of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  on  this  occafion  IO°:  they  were  no  fooner  drawn  up  be- 
fore the  gate  of  the  Cour  Royale,  then  the  king,  ever  irrefolute,  and  ever  unfortunate 

wifhed  to  difcharge  their  pieces,  when  they  found  that  the  touch- holes  of  fome  of  them  were  flopped  up  by  fhot 
having  been  poured  into  the  barrels  before  the  powder ;  others  had  chewed  paper  rammed  down  them ;  and,  on 
examining  the  cartridges  they  had  received  as  well  for  their  fufils  as  for  their  piftols,  they  plainly  perceived,  that  it 
had  been  determined  to  render  them  ufelefs,  as  the  balls  were  invariably  too  large  for  the  barrels.  Thus  the  affaf- 
fins  ran  no  rifle,  even  if  an  order  had  net  been  obtained  from  the  king,  which  prevented  the  guards  from  firin" 
upon  them. — Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  iii.  p.  91.  , 

99  Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurreilion,  p.  18. — Some  well-informed  perfons  have  pretended,  that  if  the 
queen  had  attempted  to  make  her  efcape,fhe  would  certainly  have  been  intercepted  by  theaffaffins  that  were  polled 
for  that  purpofe  in  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  palace.— -Jcurnal  Politique,  tom.ii.  p.  251. 
}**  Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurrec~lion,  p.  ig. 
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hi  his  resolutions,  fent  them  orders  to  fall  back  upon  the  terrace  of  the  orangery ;  fo  that, . 
now,  the  palace  they  came  to  defend  ferved  as  a  defence  to  themfelves,  by  feparating  them 
from  the  Brigands  of  Paris  and  the  citizens  of  Verfailles.  A  fliort  timeafter  the  king, 
fent  them  off  to  Rambouillet,  under  the  coiulucl;  of  the  duke  de  Guiche,  in  order  to 
fcreen  them  from  the  rage  of  the  Paris  militia,  who  were  coming  to  maiTacre  them.  All 
that  remained  at  Verfailles  was  the  Garde  de  Service  ;  and  it  was  the  gentlemen  compof- 
ing  that  guard  who  fuflained  the  rage  of  the  rabble  on  the  fucceeding  days. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  an  aid  de  camp  arrived  at  Verfailles,  and  announced  the 
approach  of  La  Fayette,  at  the  head  of  the  Paris  militia.      The  uneafinefs  and  contufion. 
in  which  the  minifters  were  involved,  were  confiderably  increafed  by  the  reception  of  this 
intelligence.     They   knew. that  La  Fayette  had  marched,  by  order  of  the  populace,  and 
that  of  courfe  he  muft  do  whatever  that  populace  wifhed  him  to  do.     The  court  were 
far  from  participating  in  the  happy  confidence  of  a  general  who  was  fuhjedt  to  the  orders, 
of  his  men.     They  knew  not  what  refolution  to  adopt  ;   their  deliberations  were  marked* 
by  indecifion,  and  fear  gave  counfel  to  fear.     After  fo  many  falfe  calculations,  and   re- 
trograde motions  ;  after  fo  many   amnefties,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  fo  much  en- 
couragement given  to  revolts  of  every  kind  ;   afte*r  the  refignation  of  his  prerogative,  and  , 
the  facrifice  of  his  amufements,  the  king  was  at  length  reduced  to  tremble  for  the  lives* 
of  all  that  were  dear  to  him,  and  he  had  nothing  but  his  terror  to  oppofe  to  the  impend- 
ing danger. 

It  is  certain  that  the  march  of  the  Parifians  to  Verfaiiies  might  have  been  prevented t 
with  great  facility;  and,  as  Mounier  juftly  obferves,  the  minifters  ought  to  have  forcfeen,. 
that  men  of  that  defcription  had  not  been  fent  to  afk  for  bread,  and  that  they  had  not  come  • 
from  Paris  with  the  intention  of pafling  a  few  hours  peaceably  at  Verfailles.    Every  pre- 
caution for  refifting  them  ought  therefore  to  have  been  adopted.     Lewis  the  Fourteenth, . 
in  the  mid  ft  of  all   his   magnificence,  had   left  a  paltry  wooden  bridge  over  the   Seine  at 
Seve,  in  order,  as  was  fuppofed,  that  in  any  critical  conjuncture,  that  communication, 
between  the  refidence  of  the  fovereign  and  a  turbulent  and  dangerous  capital  might  be  cut. 
off  in  an  inftant.     But  m  vain  had  this  bridge  been  fufFered,  for  a  century,  to  fliock  the 
fight  both  of  natives  and  foreigners  who  went  to  view  the  magnificent  beauties  of  Ver- 
failles; now  that  the  moment  was  come,  the  members  either  forgot,  or  were  afraid,  to  . 
make  ufe  of  a  precaution  which  fear  had  impofed  on  luxury  and  defpotifm:  an  oppofiti- 
on  to  its  own  meafures,  is,  in  fa£t,  one  of  the  leading  charadteriftics  of  fear.     It  is  true, 
the  rabble  might  have  marched  to  Verfailles,  without  crofting  the  bridge,  through  the 
plains  of  Grenelle,  but  ftill,  if  the  bridge  had  been  deftroyed,  their  progrefs  would  have 
been  confiderably  retarded,  and  the  means  of  oppofing  them  as  confiderably  facilitated.  . 
Courts  have  been  invariably  reprefented  as  the  center  of  diffimulation,  Policy,  and.  Ma- 
chiavelifm  !   But  certainly  the  court  of  France  was  intitled  to  no  fuch  diftintTion,    at  this 
period;  on  the  contrary  it  difplayed  a  depth  of  imbecility,  a  want  of  forefight,  and  a  de- 
gree 
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gree  of  inanity,  which  were  the  more  extraordinary  as  the  men  who  figured  moll  in  the 
Revolution,  were  below  mediocrity.  "  1  fear  not  to  afTert" — fays  a  contemporary 
writer — "  that,  in  this  boafted  Revolution,  prince  of  the  blood,  military,  deputy,  phi- 
"  lcfopher,  people,  all  were  pitiful,  even  the  aflaflins."  Such  is  the  difference  between 
corruption  and  barbarifm:  the  one  is  more  fertile  in  vice,  the  other  in  crimes:  corrup- 
tion fo  far  enervates  men,  that  it  is  frequently  reduced  to  implore  the  aid  of  barbarifm 
for  the  accnmplifhment  of  its  defigns :  La  Fayette  and  all  the  Parifian  heroes  had  much 
lefs  reafon  to  congratulate  themfelves  with  having  ferved  the  people,  than  with  having  ef- 
capedfrom  their  fury.  The  molt  celtbrated  members  of  the  facTion,  fuch  as  Chapelierand 
Mirabeau,  entered  the  States-General,  extremely  weakened  by  public  contempt,  and 
had  juft.  grounds  for  apprehending  that  the  king  would  acquire  honour  to  himfelf  by  in- 
flidfing  on  them  the  challifement  they  deferved.  The  philofophers  of  the  Palais-Royal 
were  indeed  malefactors,  but  the  hired  afTaffins  were  reafoners,  who  dijlinguifljed  between 
the  king  and  the  queen. 1 

It  was  about  ten  at  night,  when  the  king,  who  muff  have  been  fenfible  that  his  life 
was  in  danger,  yeilded  to  the  entreaties  of  Mounier,  and  figned  his  pure  and  fimple  ac-. 
ceptation  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  and  of  the  conftitutional  articles  which  had  been 
prefented  for  his  function.2  The  deputation  immediately  returned  to  the  AfTembly, 
when  the  prefident  was  extremely  furprized  to  find  that  almoft  all  the  members  had  left^ 
the  hall,  which  was  occupied  by  a  motley  and  ferocious  band  of  drunken  women,  and  profli- 
gate ruffians.  He  requefted  the  municipal  officers  ot  Yer failles  to  call  together,  by  beat 
of  drum,  all  the  deputies  that  could  be  round ^.  and.  while  this  was  doing  he  announced 


1  On  the  clay  of  the  expedition  to  Verfailles,  four  affafiins,  difguifed  like  women,  went  to  a  tavern  at  Seve, 
and  as  they  were  drinking  their  glafs,  one  of  themfaid  to  his  companions,  "  Faith,  1  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelfto  till' 
"-Urn,  that  -would  not  be  juft ;  hut  us  for  her,  mofi  iiii'mglj"  The  one  that  was  fitting  rext  to  him  replied,  "  Let 
"  them  efcape  that  can;  -we  muft  fee  tubal  is  to  be  done  •when  -we  are  there.  The  man  who  overheard  this,  repeated  it  at 
Paris,  but  in  vain,  the  committee  of  refearches  were  too  bufily  occupied  in  inveftigating  the  new-invented  crimes 
of  le're  nation,  to  attend  to  fuch  trifling  circumftances.     Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  2.  p.  255. 

*  M.  de  Lally,  who  was  at  the  palace  at  the  time  the  king  delivered  his  acceptation  to  the  prefident,  tells  us  that 
a  perfon,  who  was  a  ftranger  to  him,  went  up  to  him,  and  faid,  "  Tou  are  Hie  thofe  ufurpers  -who  promote  orfelecj  times  tf 
"  trouble  for  enforcing  the  reception  of  .thai  laws  under  the  influence  of  terror."  M.  de  Lally  ftaited,  "  It  is  not  I" — purfued  the 
ftranger  -"  who  fay  this,  I  do  but  repeat  verbatim  the  faying  of  one  of  our  mafters."  The  time  chofenfor  an  in— 
flitution  is  one  of  the  mofi  certain  charailerifiics  by  -which  the  -work  »f  the  legiflator  may  be  dijiinguijhed  from  that  of  the  tyrant.'* 
The  count  obferved  that  the  king  had  only  extended  to  the  declaration  of  rights  the  acceffion  which  he  had  given 
in-  the  morning  to  the  conftitutional  article*,  and  for  which  application  had  been  made  to  him  feveral  days  before. 
"  True'' — replied  the  other — "  on  the  firft  of  October  you  placed  him  between  the  acceptation  of  your  articles- 
"  and  a  national  bankruptcy."  M.  de  Lally  confeffes,  that  he  felt  too  fenfibly  the  juftice  of  the  reproach  to  continue 
the  converfation.     Me'moire  de  M.  Le  Comte de-Lally-Tolendal,  p.  162,  i6j. 


J.  J.  RoufTeau  ;   Central  Social. 
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to  the  people  in  the  hall,  the  king's  acceptation,  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  The  mob 
feemed  pleafed,  and  preffed  round  him  in  order  to  obtain  copies  of  it:  but  fo  little  were 
they  aware  of  the  nature  and  confequence  of  this  acceptation,  that  numbers  of  them 
alked  if it  would  be  very  advantageous;  while  others  exclaimed,  "  I  Fill  that  give  bread  io 
"  the  poor  people  of  Purist"  3  They  foon  alter  complained  of  being  hung]  y,  declaring  that 
they  had  eaten  nothing  the  whole  day.  M.  Mounier  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  fill  fo  many 
mouths,  without  bread  and  without  a  miracle,  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night  ;  he  did  not 
know  that  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  a  true  providence  to  the  Brigands :  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, not  a  little  furprized  to  fee  meat,  wine,  and  liquors  brought  in  of  a  fudtlen  at  every 
door  of  the  hall;  while  the  deputies  of  the  nation  affifted  at  the  banquet  of  the  peo- 
ple-king. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve,  an  officer  of  the  Paris  militia  entered  the  Affembly,  and 
informed  the  prefident,  that  M.  La  Fayette  was  at  a  final  1  diftance  from  Versailles.  M. 
Mounier  requefted  M.  Goui  d'Arcy,  one  of  the  members,  to  go  and  meet  the  general, 
and  inform  him  of  the  king's  acceptation,  and  requeft  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would 
communicate  it  to  his  troops.  In  the  interval  that  occurred  between  the  arrival  of  the 
aid-de-camp  and  that  of  the  general,  the  women  who  furrounded  his  chair  entered 
into  converfation  with  the  prefident;  many  of  them  exprelTed  their  regret  at  his  having 
defended  that  nafly  veto  (ce  vilain  veto)  and  admonifhed  him  to  beware  of  the  lanthorn. 

La  Fayette,  aware  of  the  evil  intentions  of  his  army,  had  contrived  to  exacvt  an  oath, 
(probably  from  the  officers  only,  who  anfwered  for  the  men)  that  they  would  refpect  the 
National  Affembly  and  the  law,  in  defiance  of  which  they  had  marched,  and  obey  the  king, 
whom  they  came  to  force  from  hisblood-ftained  manfion.  Thatgeneral  becomes  an  object 
of  pity,  who  places  himfelf  between  ftupidity  and  perfidy,  and  who  cannot  obtain  indul- 
gence without  forfeiting  efteem.  In  fadt ,  if  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  not  had  certain 
natural  claims  to  indulgence,  he  {hould  have  been  alked  why  he  did  not  make  his  army 
fwear  to  drive  away  the  Brigands  and  Poiffarde?,  and  to  clear  the  refidence  of  his  fovereign 
and  the  feat  of  the  National  Affembly  of  the  ferocious  bands  of  thieves  and  ruffians  by 
which  they  were  infefted  ?  It  was  indeed  the  duty  of  the  Affembly  itfelf,  to  have  declared 
that  general  an  enemy  to  his  country,  who  had  the  prefumption  to  march  againftthe  king 
and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  But  it  was  deflined,  that  rebellion  fhould  have  its 
full  fcope  on  this  difgraceful  day,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  revolt  fhould  meet  with  no  check 
from  the  adoption  of  refolute  and  decifive  meafures  either  by  the  court  or  the  National 
AfTembly. 

It  was  near  midnight  when  La  Fayette  entered  the  hall,  and  affured  the  prefident,  that 
the  oaths  of  fidelity  and  obedience  he  had  exacted  from  his  troops,  who  had  alfo  fworn 

3  Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  Infurrettion,  p.  21, 

neither 
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neither  to  commit  nor  to  fuffer  the  commiffion  of  any  act  of  violence,  were  fufficient 
to  remove  all  the  apprehenfions  which  their  arrival  might  tend  to  excite.  M.  Mounier 
verv  properly,  afked  him,  what  was  the  object  of  fuch  a  vifit,  and  what  were  the  inten- 
tions of  his  army  ?  La  Fayette  replied,  that  whatever  had  been  the  motives  which  had 
induced  them  to  march  to  Versailles,  fince  they  had  promifed  to  obey  the  king  and  the 
National  Affembly,  they  would  not  feek  to  impofe  any  law;  that,  neverthelefs,  in  order 
to  calm  in  fome  degree  the  difcontent  of  the  people,  it  would  probably  be  of  ufe  to  re- 
move the  regiment  of  Flanders,  and  to  make  the  king  fay  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the 
patriotic  cockade*!!!  To  the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  Affembly  they  fufFered  this  lan- 
guage to  pafs  not  only  without  difplaying  any  mark  of  indignation,  but  without  even 
daring  to  make  the  fmalleft  comment  thereon.  The  thundering  eloquence  of  Mira- 
beau,  which  had  been  fuccefsfully  exerted  in  reprobating  the  collection  of  the  troops 
under  Broglio,  was  not  heard  on  this  memorable  night,  when  it  had  a  fcope  for  difplay  fo 
much  more  ample  ;  all  the  popular  leaders  were  filent,  while  a  band  of  civic  ruffians  were 
advancing  to  befiege  their  own  hall,  and  the  palace  of  their  fovereign  ;  and  this  circum- 
stance alone,  when  contrafted  with  their  conduct  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  referred  to  above, 
fuffices  to  prove  that  they  were  either  the  actual  accomplices  of  the  infurgents,  or  elfe 
hoped  to  profit  by  the  infurrection,  in  order  to  accomplifh  their  own  views. 

La  Fayette,  on  leaving  the  Affembly,  rejoined  his  army,  which  he  ftationed  on  the 
Place  d'Armes,  at  the  entrance  of  the  avenues,  in  the  ftreets,  and  in  fliort  wherever 
they  chofe  to  remain ;  he  then  went  to  the  palace,  and  told  the  king  that  he  had  rather 
chofen  to  come  and  throw  himfelf  at  his  majefty's  feet  (attended  by  tiuenty  thou/and  men) 
than  to  perifh  on  the  Place  de  Greve.  He  added,  that  in  other  refpe<£ls  Paris  was  tran- 
quil enough  5.  After  this  declaration  he  had  a  private  conference  with  the  king,  to 
whom  he  affigned  fo  many  motives  for  fecurity,  that  the  prefident  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly, attended  by  feveral.  of  the  members,  having,  in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of 
his  majefty,  repaired  to  the  palace,  the  king  faid  to  him — "  It  was  my  wifh  to  be  fur- 
«'  rounded  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  and  to  profit  by  their  advice,  at  the  time 
«'  I  was  to  receive  M.  de  la  Fayette  ;  but  he  has  arrived  before  you,  and  I  have  now  no- 
"  thing  to  fay  to  you,  except  that  it  was  never  my  intention  to  quit  the  palace,  and  that 
"  I  will  never  feparate  myfelf  from  the  National  Affembly6." 

The  prefident  and  the  members  returned  to  the  hall  about  midnight,  and  continued 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Affembly,  amidft  the  populace  by  whom  they  were  furrounded.     As 

4  Faits relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurreclioti,  p.  24,  25-  S  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  262. 

*  The  king  here  alluded  to  the  report  that  had  been  induftrioufly  circled,  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  thai. 
hemeant  to  fly  to  Metz.    Mounier, 
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they  were  in  faiSt  only  waiting  for  the  event,  in  order  to  gain  time,  they  entered  into  a 
difcuflion  upon  the  criminal  laws.  The  people  however  interrupted  them  every  mc- 
"  merit,  with  thecry  of  "  Bread,  bread!  not  fo  many  lonv  fpeeches  /"  Not  that  there  was  a  fear- 
city  of  bread  ;  for,  the  moment  the  troops  arrived,  they  were  received  with  fhouts  of 
joy  by  the  Brigands  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles;  and  immediately  joined  the  dragoons, 
and  that  regiment  of  Flanders  which  had  been  the  object  of  fo  much  alarm,  and  the  pre- 
text of  this  very  infurre&ion.  As  the  night  was  cold  and  rainy,  the  allied  troops  took 
fhelter  in  the  public- houfes,  (tables,  cofFee-houfes,  and  under  the  gate-ways,  and  in  the 
courts  of  the  houfes.  An  immenfe  fupply  of  bread  and  meat  was  diftributed  among 
them,  together  with  a  fuperabundance  of  the  ftrongeft  liquors7.  La  Fayette,  who  was 
a  witnefs  to  the  plenty  and  conviviality  which  prevailed  in  his  army,far  from  apprehend- 
ing any  evil  confequences  from  that  circumftance,  conceived  it  to  be  an  infallible  fymp- 
torn  of  their  peaceable  difpofition.  Satisfied  with  the  precautions  he  had  taken,  to  place 
a  few  centinels,  and  to  garrifon  certain  pods  with  his  Parifian  guards,  he  went  to  the 
king,  to  whom  he  communicated  the  contagion  of  fecurity.  He  made  himfelf  refpon- 
iible  for  the  good  intentions  of  the  militia,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  order  during  the 
remainder  of  the  night.  His  afXurances  were  fo  ftrong  as  to  quiet  every  apprehenfion ; 
and,  at  two  in  the  morning,  his  majefty  was  prevailed  on  to  retire  to  reft.  When  La 
Fayette  left  the  king,  he  faid  to  the  crowd  who  were  waiting  in  the  anti-chamber — "  I 
"  have  made  him  fubrait  to  fome  facrifices,  in  order  to  fave  him9."  He,  at  the  fame 
time,  mentioned  the  precautions  he  had  taken,  and  expreffed  himfelf  with  fo  much  tran- 
quillity and  content,  that  he  fucceeded  in  infpiring  all  thofe  who  heard  him  with  the  de« 
fire  of  going  to  bed.  Proud  of  his  fuccefs,  he  next  conceived  the  idea  of  fending  the 
whole  National  AfTembly  to  bed;  he,  accordingly,  repaired  to  their  hall,  and  adminifter- 
ed  to  the  prefident  the  fame  potent  foporifics9  which  he  had,  fo  fuccefsfully,  employed 
at  the  palace.  But  M.  Mounier,  though  overcome  with  fatigue,  having  kept  his  poft 
for  eighteen  hours,  told  the  marquis,  that  if  he  entertained  the  fmalleft  apprehenfions  of 
a  tumult,  he  had  but  to  fpeak,  and  hs  would  retain  the  members  in  their  places  tilL  day* 
La  Fayette,  however,  replied,  that  he  was  fo  certain  of  the  good. difpofition  of  the  fpl- 
diery,  and  fo  thoroughly  convinced  that  no  interruption  of  the  general  tranquillity 
could  poffibly  occur,  that  he  fhould  himfelf  retire  to  reft.  The  Aflembly  was  then  ad- 
journed, and  all  the  members  retired  IO,  except  Barnave,  Mirabeau,  Petion,  and  fome 
ather  of  the  zealous  demagogues,  who  would  not  quit  the  crowd  that  filled  the  hall  and. 


7  journal  Politique,  &c.tom.  ii.  p.  263.-  8  Idem,  ibid.  p.  164. 

9  La  Fayette  acquired,  on  this  occafion,  the  appellation  of  General  Morpheus. 
10  Mounier,  on  his  return  home,  found  that  a  fcore  of  ruffians  had  been  enquiring  after  him,  and  had  told  the 
porter,  that  if  they  could  not  have  his  head  then,  they  fhould  know  where  to  meet  with  him.  He  was  alfo  in- 
formed, that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  had  affembled  under  his  window,  at  the  clofe  of  day,  and. 
faid  to  the  men  of  the  fuburbs  of  Saint  Marcel  and  Saint  Anthony — "  Enter  this  bottfe,  an  arifiotratt  lives  here,  ivjboje 
u  leadvvu  mujl  cut  $"• — Faits  rel»tifs  a  la  derniere  infurre<Juonr  p.  25.  note  2. 
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all  the  adjoining  apartments.  Alone  they  refilled  the  fopor'"  1  of  La  Fayette,  and  re- 
filled, like  another  Ulyffes,  to  fleep  on  the  edge  of  a  rock.  They  watched  all  night 
over  the  vejfel  of  the  Jlate\  but,  as  they  did  not  prevent  the  crimes  of  the  morning, 
but,  on  the  contrary  remained  paffive  fpectators  thereof,  hiftory  mull  condemn  their  pre- 
fence  at  leaft  as  much  as  the  abfence  of  their  fellow  members. 

The  conduct  of  La  Fayette,  on  this  occafion,  is  highly  extraordinary,  and  indeed 
feems  to  have  been  the  effect:  of  infatuation.  He  well  knew  the  cruel  and  bloody  difpo- 
fition  of  that  numerous  crew  of  male  and  female  ruffians,  who  filled  and  furrounded  the 
whole  city  and  its  environs;  and  if  he  thought  at  all,  he  could  not  but  expect,  knowing 
fo  well  as  he  did  the  motives  and  objects  of  their  coming,  that  they  would  take  fome 
fatal  advantage  of  his  going  to  reft.  Nor  were  the  National  Affembly  at  all  excufable 
in  purfuing  his  advice,  knowing  on  what  feeble  grounds  it  was  founded  ;  and  as  they  had 
fo  lately  made  no  difficulty  in  fitting  up  and  watching  a  night  for  their  own  protection, 
they  fhould  not  have  hefitated  in  paying  a  firailar  attention  to  the  fafety  of  their  fove- 
reign  at  a  moment  of  fuch  imminent  danger,  when  his  life,  and  the  lives  of  his  whole  fa- 
mily, were  evidently  at  ftake.  In  fhort,  had  La  Fayette  been  an  actual  accomplice  of 
the  Brigands,  he  could  not  have  ferved  their  purpofe  more  effectually  than  he  did  ;  fo 
true  it  is,  that  in  fituations  of  importance,  a  weak  head  has  often  all  the  effects  of 
a  bad  heart i 

Amidft  fuch  perfidioufnefs  of  every  kind;  on  that  theatre,  where  fear  and  cowardice 
led  weaknefs  to  its  ruin,  one  illuftrious  character  difplayed  that  dignity  and  refolution 
which  became  her  birth  and  ftation.  Surrounded  by  men,  who  were  involved  in  confter- 
nation  and  alarm,  the  queen  preferved  a  countenance  on  which  the  tranquillity  of  un- 
fhaken  firmnefs  was  ftrongly  marked ;  nor  did  the  errors  and  confufion  of  her  courtiers 
and  attendants  prevent  her  from  betraying  an  extraordinary  prefence  of  mind.  During 
the- evening  of  the  fifth  of  October,  fhe  was  feen  to  receive  a  number  of  perfons  in  her 
great  cabinet,  to  all  of  whom  fhe  fpoke  with  dignity  and  force,  communicating  her  af- 
furance  to  thofe  who  were  unable  to  conceal  their  alarms  from  her.  "  /  know" — faid 
fhe — "  that  they  are  come  from  Paris  to  afk  for  my  head:  but  I  have  learned  from  my  mother 
"  not  to  fear  death,  and  1  fliall  meet  it  with  firmnefs11."  An  officer  of  the  Gardes-du- 
Corps,  fpeaking,  with  great  feveriry,  and  unguarded  warmth,  of  this  new  attempt  of  the 
factious  and  ill-dilpofed,  and  of  the  tranfactions  of  the  day,  the  queen  turned  the  conver- 
fation,  but  without  appearing  to  intend  it.  A  moment  after,  fhe  turned  to  one  of  the 
deputies  of  the  noblefle  of  Burguudy,  and  faid  to  him,  in  a  low  voice, — "  I  changed  the 
"  converfation,  becaufe  I  perceived  a  valet-de-chambre  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  in  the 
•■**  room  :  how  he   came  there  I  don't  know." — Notwithstanding  the  horrors  of  her  11- 

11  journal  Politique,  &c.  torn,  ii.  p.  iti, 
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t nation,  the  hearing  her  life  repeatedly  threatened,  and  her  blood  howled  for,  fuch  were 
her  coolnefs  and  intrepidity,  that  fhe  retired  to  reft  at  two  o'clock,  and  flept  foundly. 
We  fhall  prefently  fee  her,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  difplay  the  magnanimity  of  her  mo- 
ther; and  if,  with  the  fame  courage,  fhe  had  not  the  fame  fuccefs,  the  reafon  is,  that 
Maria  Therefa  had  to  deal  with  the  nobility  of  Hungary,  and  the  queen  of  France  with 
the  Bourgeoif.e  of  Paris. 

From  three  in  the  morning  till  half  part  five,  nothing  tranfpired,  and  every  thing 
feemed  buried  in  the  gloomy  horror  of  the  night.  But  yet  the  obfervation  of  men 
who  had  leifure  and  coolnefs  to  reflect  am'ulft  the  confufion  of  this  extraordinary  fcene 
coulJ  fcarcely  fail  to  be  attracted,  by  the  fituation  of  the  royal  family,  lulled  into  the 
mod  profound  fecurity,  and  fleeping,  without  defence,  in  the  midft  of  a  horde  of  affaf- 
fins,  reinforced  with  twenty  thoufand  troops,  and  that,  on  the  word  of  a  general,  who 
himfelf  acknowledged,  that  he  had  only  been  induced  to  head,  or  rather  follow,  his  army, 
through  the  fear  of  being  hanged  on  the  Place  de  Greve  !  This  was,  probably,  the  firft 
time  that  fuch  great  fear  infpired  fuch  great  confidence  ! 

There  were,  however,  fome  perfons,  during  this  night,  who  did  not  partake  of  this 
fecurity,  and  whom  a  fpirit  of  precaution  prevented  from  fleeping.  One,  in  particular, 
impelled  by  a  fecret  inquietude,  left  his  houfe,  and  walked  towards  the  palace.  This 
gentleman,  whofe  veracity  cannot  be  queftioned,  faw  that  the  pofts  were  occupied  by  the 
ancient  French  guards  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles,  but  that  there  was  not  one  fentinel 
more  than  ufual.  He  only  found,  near  the  marble-court,  a  little  hump-backed  man  on 
horfeback,  who  faid  he  was  (rationed  there  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  who,  when 
thegentleman  expreffed  his  fears  with  regard  to  the  Brigands, added,  "thathewas  refpon- 
fible  for  every  thing  ;  and  that  the  men  with  the  pikes  and  pointed  caps  knew  him  well.'* 
"  But" — purfued  the  gentleman — "  fince  your  general  is  gone  to  bed,  and  the  palace  is 
4i  left  in  a  defencelefs  ftate,  what  could  you  do  in  cafe  the  national  guards  were  want- 
"  ed  ?" — The  other  replied — "  There  can  be  no  danger  Hill  morning."  This  obfervation 
filled  the  gentleman  with  alarm,  but  he  could  find  no  one  to  whom  he  could  impart  his 
apprehenfions.  He  traverfed  the  Place  d'Armes,  the  avenue  of  Paris,  and  the  environs 
of  the  National  Affembly.  He  faw  large  fires  blazing,  at  fliort  diftances  from  each  other, 
iurrounded  by  groupes  of  Brigands  and  PoifTardes,  who  were  employed  in  eating  and 
drinking.  The  hall  of  the  Affembly  was  crowded  with  men  and  women,  among  whom 
were  to  be  defcried  certain  members  of  the  popular  party.  The  Paris  militia  were  dif- 
perfed  in  every  quarter  of  the  town;  and  all  the  ftables  and  publick-houfes  of  every  de- 
nomination overflowed  with  them  Such  was  the  fituation  of  Verfailles  from  three  in 
the  morning  until  break  of  day. 

Quid  moror  ?  irrumpunt  thal'amo  ;  comes  additur  una* 
Hortator  fcelerura  Aurelides. 

About 
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About  fix  o'clock,  the  different  groupes  united,  and,  after  a  ftiort  time  employed  in 
previous  arrangements,  ruihed  impetuoufly  forward,  in  a  body,  towards  the  hotel  of  the 
Gardes-du-Corps,  fhouting  and  exclaiming,  *•  Kill  the  Garcles-du-Corps  !  No  quarter  /" 
The  hotel  was  forced  in  an  inftant ;  feveral  of  the  guards  were  maffacred  ;  the  reft,  en- 
deavouring to  efcape,  were  purfued  like  wild  beafts ;  fifteen  of  them  were  feized  and 
conveyed  to  the  iron-gate  of  the  court  before  the  palace,  where  part  of  them  were  iu- 
ftantly  murdered,  and  the  reft  only  referved  until  the  ruffians,  who  were  debating  on  the 
fubjefi,  could  agree  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  fhould  be  put  to  death.  Before  this 
point  was  fettled,  the  grand  body  of  the  Brigands  and  Poiffardes,  having  completely  pil- 
laged the  hotel,  joined  their  affbciates  at  the  iron-gate.  They  now  forced  an  entrance 
into  all  the  courts,  in  prefence  of  the  Paris  militia,  and,  wholly  unrefifted  by  the  centi- 
ncls  ftationed  by  La  Fayette,  penetrated,  fome  of  them  by  the  g-eat  ftair-cafe,  and 
others  by  the  fide  towards  the  chapel,  into  the  interior  apartments  of  the  palace,  and 
broke  open  that  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Ccnt-Suijfes,  They  had  previously  mur- 
dered two  of  the  life-guards,  Meffieurs  de  Huttes  and  Varicourt,  one  of  whom  was 
polled  at  the  iron-gate,  and  the  other  \inder  the  arch-way.  Their  palpitating  bodies 
were  dragged  under  the  windows  of  the  king's  apartment,  where  their  heads  were  cut 
off  by  amonfter,  armed  with  an  axe,  and  wearing  a  long  beard,  and  a  pointed  cap  of  ex- 
traordinary height.  This  felf-conftituted  executioner,  whofe  name  was  Nicolas,  had 
taken  up  the  bufinefs  from  liking,  and,  from  the  beginning  of  the  troubles,  had  gloried 
in  mangling  and  beheading  all  the  fufpe£ted  royalifts  that  were  put  into  his  hands.-— It 
was  the  heads  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  that  were  afterwards  difplayed  in  the  ftreets  of 
Verfailles,  carried  in  triumph  before  the  royal  carriages,  and  exhibited  to  the  favage  in- 
habitants of  the  metropolis. 

After  the  affaffins  had  forced  their  way  into  the  apartment  of  the  Cent- SuiJJes,  and  killed 
a  third  Garde-du-Corps,  at  the  top  of  the  marble  ftaircafe,  they  called  aloud  for  the  head 
of  the  queen;  the  whole  palace  refounded  with  the  horrid  threats  and  ferocious  fhouts 
of  this  execrable  banditti ;  the  Gardes-du-Corps  formed  a  kind  of  barricade  in  their 
own  apartment,  and  fell  back  towards  the  antichamber, called  the Oeil  de  Bceuf;  buttheir 
barricade  was  foon  broken  down,  and  they  were  purfued  from  room  to  room.  The  cen- 
tinel,  M.  de  Miomandre,  who  was  ftationed  at  the  outward  door  of  the  queen's 
apartments,  defended  the  entrance,  with  moft  heroic  valour,  until  he  had  effectually  given 
the  alarm  to  thofe  within ;  when  he  found  himfelf  entirely  overpowered,  he  called  out, 
with  a  loud  voice,  "  Save  the  queen,  her  life  is  aimed  at  !  I  ftand  alone  againft  two  thou- 
"  fand  tigers  !"  He  foon  after  funk  down  covered  with  wounds,  and  was  left  f6r  dead  ; 
hut  recovering  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  creep  away  unobferved 
through  the  crowd  ;  and  it  will  afford  pleafure  to  all  virtuous  minds  to  know  that  he 
was  afterwards  cured  of  his  wounds. — Brave  and  generous  foldier  !  who,  amidft  the  grow- 
ing bafenefs  and  defection,  prefervedfl  untainted  thy  honour  and  fidelity  ;  with  grateful 

pride- 
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pride  Joes  luitory  confecratc  thy  name,  and  hold  thee  Forth  as  a  model  and  example  to 
fuccccding  times,  if  any  fuch  fhould  unhappily  occur,  when  fimilar  circumflances  lhall 
cxll  for  iimilar  exertions  ! — The  unhappy  queen,  awakened  by  the  efforts  of  her  gallant 
protector,  flew,  in  her  fhift,  through  a  long  balcony  placed  before  the  windows  01  the 
interior  apartments,  till  fhe  came  to  a  private  door  that  opened  into  the  Ocil  de  Boeuf ; 
niter  waiting  five  minutes,  in  a  ftate  too  horrid  to  admit  of  defcription,  the  obtained  ad- 
mittance, and  ran  to  the  king's  apartment.  She  had  no  fooner  left  her  own  chamber, 
than  it  was  entered  by  a  band  of  affaffins  (two  of  whom  were  men  difguifed  in  women's 
cloathsj  who,  advancing  to  the  fide  of  her  bed, drew  afide  the  curtains  with  their  pikes  ". 
Rendered  furious  by  the  lofs  of  their  viftim,  they  haftened  back  into  the  gallery,  with 
the  intention  of  forcing  an  entrance  into  the  king's  apartments,  when  there  can  be 
little  doubt  but  that  the  views  of  the  Orleans'  faction  would  havebeen  effectually  accom- 
plilhed,  by  the  murder  of  the  royal  family". 

The  king,  awakened  by  the  noife,  had  fled  through  a  private  paflage  to  the  queen's 
apartment,  in  order  to  fave  her  life,  or  to  perifli  along  with  her.  He  was  met  by  fomc 
of  his  guards,  who  efcorted  him  back  to  his  own  chamber,  where  the  queen  was  already 
arrived,  and  the  children  were  brought  foon  after.  The  guards  were  in  the  mean  time 
hunted  from  place  to  place,  through   all  the  purlieus  of  the  palace,  much  in  the  fame 


11  Dr.  Prieftly,  in  his  "Xetters  to  Mr.  Burke,"  has  inferted  the  following  note — "lam  informed  by  a  gen- 
**'  tleman  who  was  at  Paris  during  the  whole  of  thefe  tranfactions,  that  there  is  no  truth  at  all  in  what  Mr.  Burke 
"  fays  of  the  queen's  bed-chamber  being  broke  into,  or  the  centinel  killed.  Nothing  of  the  kind,  he  fays,  was 
"  ever  heard  of  till  a  confiderable  time  after  the  event,  and  the  report  arofe  from  the  ariftocrates." — If  dodtor 
Prieftly  was  in  the  habit  of  tmfting  to  fuch  vague  information  as  he  feems,  in  this  inftance,  to  have  received  from 
his  friend  at  Pans,  the  frequtnt  errors  and  mifreprefentations  which  occur  in  many  of  his  works  are  eafily  to  be 
accounted  for.  His  friend  rr..ift  certainly  have  take  1  a  long  nap  in  a  conventicle,  or  elfe  his  auricular  nerves  muft 
have  been  fo  tickled  with  he  delightful  found  of  "  Tous  Us  Eveques  a  la  Lanteine,"  as  to  have  been  rendered  inca- 
pable of  receiving  any  other  imprelfion;  for  the  circumflances  of  an  attempt  to  affaffrnate  the  centinel,  and  the 
breaking  into  the  queen's  bed-chamber  were  notorious,  at  the  time,  both  at  Paris  and  Versailles. — M.  Mounier, 
who  retired  hto  Dauphiny;  on  the  tenth  of  October,  only  four  days  after  the  tumu't,  takes  particular  notice  of  them 
asfacis  corning  with  his  .>wn  cognizance;  M.  de  Lally-Tolen  ial,  who  left  Vei failles  about  the  fame  time,  alfo 
fpeakb  of  ther"  in  the  fame  manner:  and  the  teftimony  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who  were  themfelves  principal  a<Sors 
in  the  fcenes  they  relate,  cannot  furely  be  fufpe&ed.  Befidesthe  fadts  are  fully  corroborated  by  the  depofitions  taken 
before  the  Chatelet.  Tis  true,  that  the  centinel  was  not  tilled;  nor  does  Mr.  Burke  pofitively  fay  that  he  was:  his 
words  are  "  Inftantly  he  was  cut  down,"  which  was  really  true.  But  it'  is  equally  true,  that  the  affafiins  left 
hint  for  de..d;  and  Mounier,  as  well  as  all  thofe  who  left  Verfailles  foon  after  the  affair,  be.ieved  him  to  have  been 
Med. 

Had  doctor  Prieftly  poffeffed  the  fmalleft  inclination  to  investigate  the  truthof  the  matter  in  queftion,  he  might 
furely  have  accomplished  his  wi'h,  fince  his  public  i.on  did  not  appear  till  1791,  and  both  Mounier  and  Lally  had 
published  their  accounts  of  the  bufinefs  in  the  year  1789.  But  fo  that  he  could  induce  his  readers  to  queftion  the 
ver.  city  of  his  opponent,  and  imprefs  a  belief  that  the  honid  enormities  committed  in  France  had  been  grofsly  ex- 
aggerated, his  purpofe  was  anfwered. 

tz  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  270,  271,  27a. — Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurredticn,  p.  25,  26,  27. 
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manner  as  the  Hugonots  had  been  after  the  maffacre  of  Saint  Bartholomew.     A  confi- 
derable  party  of  thofe  who  had  been  on  duty  in  the  interior  part  of  the  palace,  had  only- 
time  to  barricade  themfelves  in  the  rooms  adjoining  the  king's  apartment,  and  being  there 
compleatly  enclofed,  the  ruffians  who  had  been  to  the  queen's  chamber,  having  joined 
their  affociates,  were  in  the  act  of  forcing  open  the  doors.     At  this  critical  moment,   La 
Fayette  and  his  officers  fortunately  appeared,  and  prevented  the  accomplifhment  of  their 
diabolical  project.     That  general,  awakened  by  the  tumult,  had  ftarted  from  his  bed,  and 
mounting  his  horfe,  rode  towards  the  palace.     Deeply  affedted  by  the  fatal  confequences 
of  his  credulity  and  mifconduct,  he  addreffed,  with  impaffioned  energy,   the  grenadiers  of 
the   French    guards   incorporated  in  the  Paris  militia  ;    reprefented  to  them,  in  ftrong 
terms,  the  danger  to  which  the  life  of  their  fovereign  was  expofed  ;    and  offered  himfelf 
as  a  victim  to  gratify  the  rage  of  the  populace  ,J.     The  grenadiers,  feeling  a  momentary 
impulfe  of  returning  loyalty,  repaired  fro  the  palace,  favoured  the  retreat  of  the  Gardes- 
du-Corps  to  the  apartment  adjoining  the  king's  chamber,   where  thofe  gallant    men* 
bravely  refolved  to  fhed  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  fovereign,   and- 
reltrained  the  fury  of  the  affaflins.     Thofe    ruffians,  however,  though  detected   in  the 
very  aits  of  murder  and  treafon,  were  refpecled  by  the  grenadiers14.     Almoft  at  the  fam?- 
inftant,   La  Fayette  perceived  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  who  had  been  firft  feized  and  con- 
dueled  to  the  iron  gate,  where  the  mob  were  deliberating  on  the  mode  of  their  death — - 
thither  the  general  ran,  and,  by  haranguing  the   populace,  gained  time,  until   a  fecond 
troop  of  grenadiers  came  that  way.     He  immediately  called  to  them — "  Grenadiers"— 
laid  he — "  will  you  then  fuffer  thefe  brave  men  to  be  thus  bafely   murdered  ?    I    place 
"  them  under  your  protection.      Swear  to  me,  on  the  faith  of  a  grenadier,  that  you  \ 
"  not  fuffer  them  to  be  afTaffinated  i"     The  grenadiers  took  the  oath  required,  and  placed 
the  Gardes-du-Corps  in  the  rnidfl  of  them. 

But,  at  fome  diftance  from  thence,  the  populace,  who  had  quitted  the  palace,  enragec. 
at  their  difappointment,  and  admirably  feconded  by  the  militia  of  Verfailles,  had  feizedr 
another  party  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  and  were  preparing  to  mafTacre  them.  The  de» 
fire  of  rendering  their  execution  more  fplendid  and  cruel,  by  murdering  them  under  the 
windows  of  the  king's  apartmant,    fortunately  proved  the  means  of  preferving  the  li  ve •> 

*3  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  274.— Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurrecticn,  p.  16. 
**  The  Parifian  guards  had  already  declared  that  they  would  not  ufe  force  againft  their  feilow-citizens,  in  which, 
defcription  they  included  all  the  banditti  who  were  now  in  and  about  Verfailles ;  and  a  few  of  them  had,  that  very- 
morning,  afforded  afpecimen  of  the  difpofition  and  conduct  to  be  expected  from  the  whole;  for  being  on  duty  neac 
the  fpot  where  Meffieurs  de  Huttes  and  Varicourtwere  fo  barbaroufly  murdered,  and  in  full  light  of  that  inhuman 
transaction,  no  principle  of  generofity  or  fympathy  could  induce  them  to  interfere,  or  make  the  fmalleft  attempt 
t»  fave  them.  And  though  they  were  now,  by  the  earneft  perfuafions  of  their  general,  led  to  the  adoption  of  a 
different  lint  of  conduct,  with  regard  to  thofe  brave  men,  nothing  could  urge,  them  to  inflict  on  their  affaflins  that 
puniffament  which  they  fo  richly  merited. 
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of  tlicfe  devoted  vi&ims.  An  officer  of  the  Paris  militia  refe^ed  eight  of  them;  and 
among  thofc  that  remained  were  fome  brigadiers,  grown  grey  in  the  fervice,  who  thus 
addreffed  the  furrounding  crowd — "Our  lives  are  in  your  hands  ;  you  may  put  us  to 
"  death  ;  but  the  period  of  our  exiftence  will  only  experience  a  trifling  abridgment,  and 
"  wc  fhall  not  die  diihonourcd." — This  fliort  harangue  produced  a  kind  of  revolution 
in  the  minds  of  the  mob.  An  officer  of  the  national  guard,  affected  by  the  dignified  ex- 
preffions  and  venerable  air  of  thefe  military  veterans,  threw  his  arms  round  the  neck  of 
the  oldeft  of  them,  and  exclaimed — "  We  will  never  maffacre  fuch  brave  men  as  you  !" 
His  example  was  followed  by  fome  other  officers  of  the  Paris  militia. 

At  that  inftant,  the  king,  who,  accompanied  and  protected  by  La  Fayette,  had  gone 
through  the  palace — his  mind  being  fo  occupied  by  the  danger  of  his  guards,  that  it  could 
dwell  on  no  other  fubjedt  than  that  of  recommending  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  crowd, 
with  aflurances  to  all  that  they  were  unjuftly  accufed — went  to  a  balcony,  and  repeated 
the  fame  interceffion  to  the  mob  below.  The  guards  who  were  near  his  perfon,  anxious 
to  fave  the  lives  of  their  comrades,  threw  down  their  belts  to  the  people,  and,  grounding 
their  arms,  exclaimed,  "  Vive  la  nation!'"  The  condefcenfion  of  the  king,  and  the  con- 
duct of  his  guards,  produced  a  tranfitory  effect,  by  flattering  the  pride,  and  foftening  the 
ferocity  of  thefe  tigers,  who  now  made  the  courts  of  the  palace,  and  the  whole  extent  of 
the  Place  d'Armes,  refound  with  repeated  cries  of  "  Vive  le  roil"  In  a  moment  the  vic- 
tims, who  were  on  the  point  of  being  maffacred,  were  embraced  by  the  mob,  and  carried, 
in  a  kind  of  triumph,  under  the  windows  of  the  royal  apartment ;  while  the  guards 
above  were  invited  to  join  their  comrades.  The  invitation  was  accepted  ;  and  they 
were  loaded  with  careffes  by  that  populace,  who  had  fo  lately  been  anxious  to  affaffinate 
them,  and  who,  foon  after,  took  a  barbarous  pleafure  in  expoling  them  to  every  kind  of 
infult  and  degradation. 

Though  the  people  had  condefcended  to  promife  that  they  would  murder  no  more  of 
fhe  Gardes- du- Corps,  they  did  not  lofe  fight  of  the  principal  object  of  their  enterprize  ; 
but  infilled,  in  the  moft  determined  manner,  that  the  king  fhould  fix  his  refidence  at 
Paris.  La  Fayette  communicated  this  demand  to  his  majefty,  who,  alarmed,  folicited, 
preffed  on  all  fides,  at  length  complied,  and  promifed  to  depart  for  the  capital  at  noon. 
This  promife  was  foon  notified  to  all  the  parts  of  the  crowd,  by  papers  immediately  dif- 
peifed  for  the  purpofe  ;  and  the  acclamations  of  the  people  were  anfwered  by  the  dis- 
charge of  cannon  and  mufquetry.  His  majefty  appeared  at  the  balcony  to  confirm  his 
promife. 

On  this  fecond  appearance,  the  joy  of  the  Parifians  was  no  longer  confined  within 
bounds,  but  difplayed  itfelf  under  a  thoufand  hideous  forms.  They  feized  the  Gardes- 
du  Corps,  to  whom  they  had  fo  recently  granted  their  lives,  tore  off  their  uniform,  and 
made  them  put  on  the  drefs  of  the  national  guard;  after  which  they  were  referved  as 
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prifoners,or  ho/tages,  deftined  to  embellilh  the  triumph  of  the  viftors.  7'he  militia  of 
Paris  and  that  of  Verfailles  continued,  for  fome  hours,  to  congratulate  each  other  in  a 
mariner  that  was  peculiarly  infulting  to  their  fovereign  and  his  family.  The  monfter,  - 
with  the  pointed  cap  and  long  beard,  whom  we  have  before  noticed,  Strutted  about  the 
place  before  the  palace,  oftentatioufly  exhibiting  his  face  and  hands,  covered  with  the 
blood  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  and  lamenting  that  he  had  been  brought  to  Verfailles  to 
cut  off  only  two  heads  ls.  But  nothing  could  equal  the  inhuman  delirium  of  the  Poif- 
■fardes  ;  three  of  them  were  feated  on  the  body  of  a  murdered  Garde- du  Corps,  eating,  or 
rather  devouring,  the  flcJJ)  of  his  horfe,  which  their  companions  cut  up  and  prepared  for  them', 
while  the  Parifans  were  dancing  around  them16  !  ! !  By  their  tranfports,  their  geftures,  their 
inarticulate  and  barbarous  cries,  Lewis  he  Sixteenth,  who  beheld  them  from  his  win- 
dow, might  have  fancied  himfelf  king  of  the  cannibals,  and  of  all  the  Anthropophagi  of 
the  New  World. 

Soon  after,  the  mob  and  the  militia,  as  if  anxious  to  encreafe  their  intoxication  by  a 
frefh  inftance  of  fuccefs,  roared  out,  with  the  utmoft  violence  and  indecency,  for  the 
queen.  La  Fayette,  accordingly,  went  for  her.  She  hefitated  a  moment,  and  afked  if 
her  prefence  were  neceffary  to  appeafe  the  people?  He  affured  her  it  was. — "Then" — ■ 
faid  flie — "  I  would  go,  even  if  I  were  fure  that  I  went  to  execution."  She  according- 
ly appeared  in  the  balcony,  accompanied'by  the  dauphin  and  his  filler  ;  but  twenty  thou- 
sand voices  inftantaneoufly  exclaimed,  "  No  children  /"  She  therefore  fent  the  children 
away,  and  remained  in  the  balcony  alone.  Then  her  air  of  dignified  majefty  in  this 
fiate  of  humiliation  ;  and  this  proof  of  her  courage  in  an  obedience  fo  perilous — for  in 
the  depofitions  given  before  the  Chatelet  it  is  teftified,  that  muskets  were,  at  that  very 
time,  feen  levelled  in  the  crowd,  which  appeared  to  the  deponents  to  be  pointed  direclly  at  the 
queen — foftened,  by  dint  of  furprize,  the  ferocity  of  the  mob ;  and  flie  was  received  with 
univerfal  applaufe. 


Js  Journal  Politique,  ice.  torn.  ii.  p.  278. — Faits  relatifsa  la  derniere  infurredlion,  p.  27. 
*6  Journal  Politique,  p.  278,  289. — M.  Mounier  fays—"  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  various  fcenes  of 
*'  horror,  worthy  of  the  moft  atrocious  cannibals,  which  pnfied  in  prefence  of  the  national  militia,  whonever  made 
*'  the  fmalleft  attempt  to  apprehend  or  punifh  the  mifcreants." — The  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  were  fo  far  de- 
ceived, that  numbers  of  them  were  convinced  that  the  Paris  militia  had  marched  to  Verfailles  for  the  fole  purpofe 
of  preventing  diforders.  They  knew>not  that  on  the  fifth  of  October  there  had  been  an  infurreftion  at  Paris  ; 
that  the  town-houfe  had  been  befieged;  that  the  militia  had  forced  their  general  to  place  himfelf  at  their  head ;  and 
that  they  arrived  at  Verfailles  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  It  is  true,  that,  at  laft,  they  protected  the  guirds,  by  in- 
terceding for  them;  but  they  did  not  attack  any  one  of  the  Brigands  whofe  crimes  they  had  witneffed.  On  the 
contrary,  their  prefence  rather  tended  to  encourage  than  intimidate  the  affajffim;  and,  doubtlefs,  nothing  but  the  fear  of  dif- 
pleafing  them  could  have  influenced  the  order  for  the  retreat  of  the  guards  ftationed  on  the  terrace;  or  could  have 
induced  thofe  who  remained  at  their  pofts  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  maffacred  without  making  any  defence. — It 
would  have  been  fuch  aneafy  matter  to  repel  the  affaffinsl— Faits  relatifs  a  la  derir.eze  ir.fiuTec"Hon,  p.  27.  note. 

<\  I  After 
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After  the  king  and  queen  had  retired  to  prepare  for  their  removal  to  the  metropolis,  a 
considerable  degree  of  agitation  was  difcernible  upon  the  Place  d'Armes,  among  the 
factious,  who  were  in  defpair  at  having  miffed  their  blow;  and  the  demagogues,  who  were 
in  raptures  at  this  laft  victory  of  the  people.  Lifts  of  profcription  were  induftrioufly 
circulated  among  the  mob,  on  which  were  inferibed  the  names  of  the  mo  ft  virtuous  mem* 
bers  of  the  Aflembly. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  mud  be  confidered  as  the  author  of  thefedifrurbances,  had 
palled  the  preceding  evening  at  Paffi,  in  company  with  madame  de  Sillery,  whither  his 
emiflaries  and  couriers  were  continually  arriving  from  Verfailles,  with  the  news  of  what 
was  paifing  at  the  palace  and  at  the  National  Aflembly  '7.  In  the  morning,  between 
the  hours  of  fix  and  feven,  he  was  himfelf  prefent  in  difguife  among  the  mob  who  were 
deftined  to  attack  the  palace,  and  to  whofe  leaders  he  was  revealed  by  certain  diftinguifh- 
ing  marks  or  fignal.  The  principal  fervice  which  this  illuftrious  mifcreant  intended  to 
perform,  was,  from  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  the  palace,  to  lead  the 
banditti  by  the  neareft  way  to  the  royal  apartments  ;  in  which  cafe,  it  has  been  fuppofed, 
and  the  juftice  of  the  fuppoGtion  cannot  reafonably  be  doubted,  that  all  that  part  of  the 
royal  family  would  have  been  inftantly  facrificed.  Fortunately,  however,  his  heart,  ac- 
cording to  its  ufual  cuflom,  is  faid  to  have  failed  when  he  arrived  at  the  fcene  of  action ; 
and  he  accordingly  flunk  away  from  his  aflbciates,  whofe  numbers,  violence,  and  fero- 
city, might  poflibly  tend  to  encreafe  his  terror.  Mirabeau,  enraged  at  what  he  confider- 
ed fuch  fliameful  conduit  in  his  patron,  is  reported  to  have  made  the  following  farcaftic 
obfervation — "  That  man  conftantly  carries  a  cocked  piftol  loaded  with  mifchief  in  his 
"  hand,  but  his  cowardice  is  fo  extreme  that  he  never  can  draw  the  trigger." — The 
duke.d'Aig.uillon,  it  is  alfo  confidently  affirmed*8,  was  one  of  the  perfons  who  mixed 
with  the  mob,  difguifed  in  woman's  apparel ;  a  circumftance  which  juftifies  the  fufpi- 
cions  which  have  been  before  thrown  out,  of  the  purity  of  thofe  motives  which  influ- 
enced the  facrifices  he  voluntarily  made  on  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  Auguft. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  he  had  given  his  word  to  follow  the  re- 
bels to  Paris,  the  king  had  exprefled,  to  fome  of  the  deputies  of  the  nobility,  his  earneft 

*7  journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.'p.  243. 
18  The  private  information  we  have  received,  on  the  fubject  of  this  nobleman's  conduct,  on  this  too  memorable 
occafion,  does  not  permit  us  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  affirmation.  Could  we  conceive  ourfelves  juftified,  in  any 
cafe,  in  departing  from  the  rigid  duty  of  an  hiftorian,  we  might,  probably,  have  been  induced  to  fupprefs  this  fact, 
from  the  hope  that  the  fubfequent  emigration  of  the  duke  has  been  influenced  by  3  conviction  of  the  impropriety 
of  his  connections  and  proceedings,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution ;  but  we  are  too  fenfible  that  the 
ftricteft  regard  to  veracity  constitutes  our  firft  duty,  not  to  make  it,  in  all  cafes  whatever,  rife  paramount  to  every 
ether  ccof.deration.. 
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wifli  to  have  all  the  members  of  the  National  Aflembly  around  him,  in  order  that  they 
might  affift  him  with  their  advice  at  fo  alarming  a  crifis.  Thefe  deputies  haftened  to 
the  prefident's  apartments,  who  had  jufr.  been  awakened  by  a  perfon  that  brought  him  a 
note  from  one  of  the  members,  couched  in  thefe  terms — "In  the  name  of  God,  fave  my  bro- 
ther, whom  the  people  are  about  to  maJJ'acre-"  on  their  way,  the  deputies  requeued  fome  of 
their  aflbciates  whom  they  met  to  repair  to  the  palace ;  they  even  went  to  the  hall, 
where  having  found  a  confiderable  number  of  members  aflembled,  they  communicated  to 
them  the  king's  delire,  in  the  name  of  the  prelident.  Mirabeau  obferved,  "  That  the  pre- 
Jident  could  not  make  them  go  to  the  palace,  without  deliberating"  The  galleries,  filled 
with  the  dregs  of  the  capital,  fupported  their  friend  Mirabeau,  and  declared  that  the 
members  mould  not  quit  the  hall. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  prefident  took  the  chair,  and  formally  announced  the  king's  de- 
fire  ;  when  Mirabeau  faid — "  That  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Aflembly  to  go  to 
*'  the  king;  that  the  palace  of  the  fovereign  was  no  place  for  debate;  that  their  delibe- 
*'  rations  would  be  expofed  to  fufpicion  ;  and  that  it  would  be  fufficient  to  fend  a  depu- 
"  tation  of  fix-and-thirty  members. 

This  obfervation  was  equally  marked  by  folly  and  hypocrify.  To  talk  of  the  dignity 
of  the  Aflembly,  after  it  had  been  reduced  to  the  loweft  poflible  ebb  of  degradation; 
after  it  had  bafely  fubmitted  to  be  dictated  to,  to  have  laws  impofed  on  it,  by  the  meaneft 
and  moft  profligate  mifcreants  in  the  kingdom ;  after  it  had  fuftained  all  thofe  infults 
which  had  reduced  it  almoft  below  contempt,  to  talk  of  its  dignity  was  to  infult  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  mankind  !  Befides,  could  it  be  deemed  derogatory  to  that  dignity  to  wait 
on  the  chief  of  the  nation  ?  Or  was  dignity  alone  to  be  confulted  at  fuch  a  time  ?  The 
king  was  on  the  point  of  being  forcibly  carried  off"  from  his  palace,  and  perhaps  mafla- 
cred  ;  he  afked  for  affiftance  and  advice,  and  they  pretended  to  dread  the  influence  of  his 
authority,  when  he  was  not  even  fure  of  his  life  !  The  king,  too,  by  imploring  the  aid 
of  the  Aflembly,  furnifhed  them  with  an  opportunity  of  proving  that  they  were  not  in 
league  with  the  Brigands ;  and  fome  of  the  members,  whofe  addrefs  was  not  equal  to 
their  evil  defigns,  made  them,  by  refufing  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  lofe  that  op- 
portunity. The  prefident,  M.  Mounier,  in  vain  protefted  againft  the  refufal ;  in  vain 
did  he  infift  that  their  dignity  confifted  in  difcharging  their  duty  ;  that  they  had  no  duty 
to  fulfil  that  was  more  facred  than  that  of  attending  the  king  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  and 
that  if  they  neglecled  to  fulfil  it,  they  would  fubjeft  themfelves  to  eternal  reproach  ; 
they  did  not  attempt  to  anfwer  his  arguments,  but  contented  themfelves  with  dividing 
the  houfe,  when  the  majority  voted  for  the  deputation. 

As  they  were  employed  in  fele&ing  the  members  who  were  to  compofe  it,  they  re- 
ceived  information,  that  his  majefty,  reduced  to  the  kft  extremity,  had  engaged  to  ae- 
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company  the  Brigands  and  Parifian  heroes  to  the  capital.  Without  enquiring  into  the 
circuinftances  which  had  induced  the  king  to  adopt  a  refolution  fo  extraordinary,  that 
fame  Mirabeau  who  had  infilled  that  fix-and-thirty  deputies  were  fufficient  for  him,  in 
the  hour  of  peril,  now  propofed  that  he  fhould  have  an  hundred  to  witnefs  his  captivity  , 
and,  though  lie  had  refufed  tobeoneof  the  members  of  the  firft  deputation,  which  might 
have  been  expofed  to  fome  danger  in  affifting  the  king,  he  offered  himfelf  as  one  of  the 
fecond,  which  was  only  deftined  to  degrade  his  majefty,  by  fwelling  the  train  of  his  con- 
querors. He,  at  the  fame  time,  moved,  though  without  fuccefs,  that  an  addrefs  to  the 
provinces  fhould  be  published  by  the  Affembly,  to  tell  them — that  the  vejjel  of  thejiate 
was  about  to  rujh  forward  with  greater  rapidity  than  ever,  towards  its  regeneration.  Mou- 
nier  declares,  that  the  joy  of  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  and  others  of  the  moft  violent  leaders, 
was  fo  extreme,  as  to  become  indecently  apparent ;  whilft  the  members  on  the  other  fide, 
expecting  every  moment  to  be  furrounded  with  an  armed  rabble,  trembled  for  their  lives, 
and  dared  not  utter  a  word. — To  pafs  away  the  time,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  National 
Affembly  was  infeparable  from  the  king  ;  after  which  any  trifling  bufinefs  that  could  be 
thought  of  was  brought  forward,  to  afford  fome  appearance  of  debating  until  the  bufinefs 
at  the  palace  was  entirely  over. 

It  was  one  o'clock  before  the  king  left  Verfailles,  and  the  mob  had,  for  fome  time,  ex- 
preffed,  in  loud  murmurs,  their  difcontent  at  the  delay.  The  proceffion  which  now 
commenced  has  been  juftly  characterized  as  one  of  the  moft  degrading  and  melancholy 
of  which  there  is  any  record  in  hiftory.  The  fovereign  of  one  of  the  greateft,  moft 
powerful,  and  moft  fplendid  monarchies  in  the  univerfe,  governing  a  people  long  and  far  re- 
nowned for  arriving  near  the  fummit  of  civilization,  learning,  arts  and  fcience;  a  nation, 
likewife,  particularly  famed  for  the  valour,  generofity,  and  rare  attention  to  honour, 
which  has  diftinguifhed  its  nobility,  through  a  courfe  of  ages  ;  and  yet  this  fovereign,. 
without  foreign  invafion  or  war ;  without  any  avowed  domeftic  competitor  for  his  throne ; 
and  even  without  any  acknowledged  rebellion  of  his  fubjects,  was,  in  the  face  of  day, 
with  his  queen  and  family,  dragged  from  his  palace,  and  led  captive,  in  favage  triumph, 
by  bands  of  the  meaneft  and  moft  contemptible  ruffians  and  profligates,  of  both  fexes,  in 
his  dominions  ! ! ! 

At  the  head  of  the  proceffion  marched  the  main  body  of  the  Paris  militia,  every  fol- 
dier  carrying  a  loaf  fixed  to  the  point  of  his  bayonet19.  Then  followed  thofe  modern  furies, 
the  Poiffardes,  drunk  with  joy  and  wine,  carrying  branches  of  trees  decorated  with  rib- 
bands; fome  of  them  fat  aftride  on  the  cannon  ;  others  were  on  horfeback,  having  on 
their  heads  the  hats  belonging  to  the  Gardes-du-Corps  :  a  part  wore  cuiraffes,  before  and 
behind;  and  another  part  were  armed  with  fabres  and.  raufkets.     They  were  furrounded 

**  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  29. 
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by  the  multitude  of  Brigands  and  Parifian  workmen ;  and  in  the  inidft  of  them  marched 
two  ruffians,  with  naked  arms  ftained  with  human  blood,  bearing  long  pikes,  to  the  ends 
of  which  were  fixed  the  mangled  heads  of  the  two  life-guards  who  had  been  murdered 
in  the  morning20;  and  thefe,  it  is  faid,  were  frequently  and  defignedly  exhibited  before 
the  windows  of  the  carriage  which  conveyed  the  royal  captives,  whole  ears  were  def- 
tined  to  be  fliocked,  not  lefs  than  their  eyes,  by  the  mod  obfcene,  favage,  and  horrid  ex- 
preflions,  ufed  by  the  beafts  of  women,  in  the  hearing  of  the  queen. 

A  number  of  carts  loaded  with  com  and  flour,  which  the  mob  had  feized  at  Verfailles, 
formed  a  convoy,  which  was  followed  by  the  grenadiers,  who  had  taken  po'feflion  of  the 
Gardes-du-Corps,  whofe  lives  the  king  had  redeemed.  Thefe  gallant  men,  treated  as 
captives,  were  difarmed,  and  marched,  one  by  one,  on  foot,  and  with  their  heads  unco- 
vered. Before,  behind,  and  on  either  fide  of  the  royal  carriages,  were  the  dragoons,  the 
regiment  of  Flanders,  and  the  Cent-Suifies.  The  king  was  accompanied  by  the  queen, 
the  reft  of  the  royal  family,  two  prelates  of  the  council,  and  the  governefs  of  his 
children. 

As  if -this  proceflion  were  not,  of  itfelf,  a  fufficient  infult  and  degradation  to  fallen 
majefty,  a  journey  of  four  leagues  was  protracted  to  fix  hours.  Their  departure  from 
Verfailles  was  celebrated  by  the  militia  of  that  place  and  of  the  capital,  by  a  general  dif- 
charge  of  mufquetry,  "as  a  mark  of  triumph  after  gaining  a  battle*1."  At  certain  fixed 
diftances  the  whole  proceflion  flopped,  and  the  difcharges  were  repeated,  when  the  Poif- 
fardes,  quitting  their  cannon  and  their  horfes,  formed  themfelves  into  circles  around  the 
mangled  heads  of  the  Gardes-du-Corps,  which  they  contemplated  with  ferocious  joy, 
and  immediately  before  the  king's  carriage,  where  they  danced  ;  uttered  the  raoft  horrid 
yells ;  embraced  the  military  partners  of  their  crimes,  and  fang  licentious  fongs,  the  un- 
varied burden  of  which  was,  "  Void le  boulanger,la  boulangerc,  et  h  petit  mitron22  /"     On 

the 

zo  One  of  thefe  unhappy  viflims,  the  young  chevalier  de  Varicourt,  was  brother  to  the  marchionefs  de  Vil- 
lette,  fo  much  admired,  and  fo  celebrated,  by  Voltaire. 

zl  Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurrecYion,  p.  31. 

*2  "  Here  arc  the  baker,  the  baker's  -wife,  and  the  baker's  little  foreman" — It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  any  hiftory 
whatever,  a  more  grofs  roifreprefentation,  a  more  fhameful  perverfion  of  fatt,  than  the  following  defcription  of 
this  horrid  proceffion  exhibits: — "  During  the  progrefs  all  was  gaiety  and  joy  among  the  foldiers  and  fpeftuors  5 
"  and  filch  was  the  refpetl  in  which  the  French  nation  fill  held  the  name  and  perfon  of  their  king,  that  the  multitude  were  fu- 
"  perftitioufly  perfuaded  that  the  royal  prefence  would  actually  put  an  end  to  the  famine.  The  populai  exclamation 
•  was,  as  they  proceeded  along,  "  We  are  bringing  the  baker,  the  baker's  wife,  and  the  baker's  little  journey- 
"  man.'' '—Hijiory  of  the  Revolution,  torn:  i.  p.  249. 

This  is  the  firft  time  wehavefeeu  a  brutal  infu't  conftrued  into  a  mark  of  refpeft  j  or  the  gentle  expreffion  of 
"  all  was  gaiety  and  joy"  applied  to  fuch  fcenes  of  abomination,  as  were  exhibited  by  the  ruffians  and  furies  of 
Paris,  during  this  proceffion.  By  the  fame  rule,  we  fuppofe,  we  fhall  be  told  that  the  affaffins  xvho  difcharged  their 
muikets  into  one  of  the  royal   carriages — a  fatt  confirmed  by  M.  Lally  on  no  lefs  irrefragable  evidence  than  ocular 
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the  high  road,  not  far  from  Paffy,  flood  the  duke  of  Orleans  *',  like  the  great  father  of 
f)ii,  contemplating,  with  malignant  joy,  the  fatal  effefts  of  his  own  infernal  machi- 
nations ! 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  king  of  France,  was  forced  from 
the  refidence  of  his  anceftors  by  the  murderers  of  his  fervants,  and  conveyed,  by  a  rebel 
army,  a  captive  to  his  metropolis  ! 

Haec  finis  Priami  fatorum,  hie  exitus. 

It  was  feven  o'clock  when  the  proceffion  reached  the  gates  of  Paris  ;  the  royal  family 
were  immediately  conducted'to  the  town-houfe,  amidft  the  fhouts  and  cries  of  a  mad  po- 
pulace, who  had  been  waiting  feveral  hours  for  their  prey.  The  king  was  harangued  by 
Moreau  de  Saint  Mery,  who  expoftulated  at  large  on  the  inviolable  loyalty  and  fidelity 
of  the  Parifians,  of  which,  it  muft  be  confefled,  they  had  juft  given  a  notable  example. 
After  paffing  a  confiderable  time  at  the  town-hall,  their  majefties  were  conducted  to  the 
old  palace  of  the  Louvre,  which  had  remained  uninhabited  fince  the  days  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth, and  where  not  the  fmalleft  preparation  had  been  made  for  their  reception.  Mon- 
fieur  and  hisconfort  eftablifhed  their  refidence  at  the  Luxembourg.  The  city  was  illumi- 
nated, and  the  remainder  of  the  night  was  pafTed  by  the  Parifians  in  teftifying  their  joy 
.at  the  victory  they  had  obtained  over  their  fovereign,  by  indulging  in  every  1  xcefs  of  li- 
-centioufnefs  ;  while  the  heads  of  the  two  Gardes-du- Corps  were  oftentatioufly  difplayed, 
in  all  the  flreets  of  the  capital2*. 

When  all  the  circumftances  of  horror  and  iniquity,  preceding  and  attending  the  dis- 
graceful tranfadtions  of  the  fixth  of  October,  are  confidered,  it  appears  al moil:  impolfible 
that  men  could  be  found  with  minds  fo  ftrangely  formed  as  to  contemplate  the  fcene  with 
joy  and  exultation.  Yet  doctor  Price  feems  to  have  regarded  it  as  the  laudable  effort  of 
a  people  "  indignant  and  refolute,  fpurning  at  flavery,  and  demanding  liberty  with  an 
"  irrefiftible  voice  :  their  king  led  in  triumph,  and  an  arbitrary  monarch  furrendering 
"  himfelf  to  his  fubjedls." — This  rhapfody,  (for  what  other  denomination  can  it  deferve?) 
is  marked  by  falfhood  and  mifreprefentation.  No  one  feature  of  liberty  is  to  be  difcern- 
ed  in  the  machinations  of  the  faction  that  projected,  or  in  the  proceedings  of  the  mob 

that  conducted,  this  abominable  triumph. — "  Liberty" — fays   the   citizen  of   Geneva 

'**  muft  always  follow  the  fate  of  the  laws;  it  muft  reign  or  perifh  with  them."     But, 


**  eLmmf  ration — only  meant  to  give   their  majefties  a  proof  of  their  ajfeaion;  and  that  the  cry  of  *•  Turn  its  Evcqua 
u  ala  Lantern*  I"  was  a  mere  effufion  of  innocent  mirth  ! 

*3  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  igi,  *4  Idem,  ibid,  p.  igz, 
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in  this  inftance,  the  laws  were  difobeyed  ;  all  the  conftituted  authorities  oppofed  ;  and 
the  firft  principles  of  that  declaration  of  rights,  which  the  French  themfeives  confidered 
as  the  pledge  and  furety  of  their  liberty,  violated.  We  have  feen,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
feat  of  municipal  juftice  invaded;  next,  the  conftitutional  commander  of  the  military 
threatened  and  controlled  ;  and,  laftly,  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  ibfolemnly  proclaim- 
ed facred  and  inviolable,  attacked ;  his  refidence,  and  the  feat  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  forcibly,  entered ;  his  lawful  defenders  barbaroufly  murdered,  and  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily dragged,  in  captivity,  to  the  capital !  In  fhort,  every  part  of  thefe  proceedings  was 
marked  by  a  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs  abfolutely  deftructive  of  all  rational  freedom. — Li- 
berty, heaven-born  goddefs  !  eternal  object  of  our  veneration  !  it  was  not  at  thy  fhrine, 
unftained  by  the  blood  of  virtue,  the  bafe  Parifians  bowed  their  guilty  heads  ! — No,  the 
bafe  detractors  robbed  thee  of  thy  name,  and  gave  it  to  an  hideous  idol  of  their  own 
creation  ! 

The  application  of  the  epithet  arbitrary  to  the  unhappy  Lewis,  at  this  period,  is  an 
jnfult  to  common  fenfe,  and  could  only  be  ufed  as  a  neceffary  fancVion  to  the  exultation 
expreiTed  by  the  preacher  at  feeing  him  led  in  triumph.  Defpoiled  not  only  of  every  part 
of  his  power  which  could  be  employed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  national  welfare,  butftrip- 
ped  even  of  many  of  thofe  prerogatives  which  were  efTentially  conducive  to  the  real  in- 
terefts  of  the  nation,  this  unfortunate  monarch,  fo  far  from  being  defpotic,  was  himfelf 
the  victim  of  defpotifm  ! — Strong,  indeed,  muft  be  the  current  of  prejudice,  when  even 
the  pulpit  is  proflituted  to  the  propagation  of  calumny! 

On  the  evening  of  that  difaftrous  day,  in  which  the  king  was  torn  from  his  family,  the 
broken  remnants  of  the  middle  or  moderate  party  in  the  National  Affembly,  of  whom- 
Mounter  was  the  head,  and  who  had  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  what  thev  conceived  to 
be  the  fafeft  and  moft  permanent  fyftem  of  liberty  for  the  people,  under  the  form  of  a 
limited  monarchy,  to  be  regulated  and  kept  within  proper  bounds  by  a  constitution  bear- 
ing fome  refemblance  to  that  of  England,  held  a  meeting,  at  which  it  was  ftated,  that 
having  long,  with  great  peril  to  themfeives,  difcharged  their  duty  as  honeft  men,  in  en- 
deavouring to  ftem  the  torrent  of  republicanifm  ;  to  defeat  the  unavowed,  and  therefore 
more  dangerous,  defigns,  of  fome  of  the  factious  leaders ;  to  eftablifh  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  preferve  the  proper  and  neceffary  rights  of  the  mo- 
narchy inviolate;  that  after  this  long  and  virtuous  ftruggle,  it  was  now  a  matter  of 
grievous  reflection  to  perceive,  not  only  that  all  their  efforts  were  fruitlefs,  but  that  ;t 
dfreclly  contrary  and  moft  dangerous  ftate  of  affairs  had  taken  place.  They  faw  the 
monarchy  overthrown  ;  the  king  a  prifoner,  not  merely  to  his  own  fubjedh,  confidered 
generally  as  fuch,  but  to  the  rabble  of  Paris  ;  while  his  life  hung  fufpended  by  a  hair, 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  every  ruffian  to  fnap  or  to  cut  in  a  moment.  They  faw 
that  liberty  for  which  they  had  fo  much  contended  now  placed  in  fuch  a  train,  that,  if. 
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caufes  produced  their  proper  effects,  it  was  likely  to  be  deftr-vr.!  before  it  was  complete- 
ly formed,  he  National  Affernbly  muff,  now  remove  t(  which  had,  for  fome 
time,  been  the  prime  vvifh  and  chief  object  in  view,  with  fome  of  the  molt  dangerous  of 
the  factious  leaders  who  ruled  that  body.  In  Paris,  the  reprefevttatives  ot  the  people 
would  become  as  abfolute  prifoners  as  the  king  ;  and  France  would  be  governed  by- 
laws framed  by  thefe  leaders,  and  enforced  on  the  Affernbly  by  the  terror  of  their  inftru- 
ments,  the  cabala  and  mobs  of  the  capital.  As  for  themfelves,  the  purity  of  their  views 
and  the  integrity  of  their  conduct  could  not  preferve  them  from  continual  danger,  and 
menace  to  their  lives  ;  indeed,  it  was,  unhappily,  fhewn  too  clearly,  that  thefe  were  quali- 
ties now  fo  little  regarded,  that  they  could  procure  neither  efteem  nor  fafety.  The 
queftion  now  for  them  to  confider  was,  whether,  having  fulfilled  the  duty  they  owed  to 
the  public  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  but  without  effea,  and  finding  affairs  now  in  a 
ftate  which  not  only  rendered  them  totally  ufelefs  for  the  prefent,  but  which  cut  off  all 
hope  of  their  ever  being  otherwife  under  the  prefent  fyftem,  they  fhould,  notwithstand- 
ing, perfevere  in  the  fame  fruitlefs  toil,  and  devote  their  lives,  without  a  competent  ob- 
ject, by  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Parifians ;  or  whether  they  fhould  at  once  fe- 
cede  from  the  AfTembly,  and  fubmit  their  conduct,  along  with  the  caufes  of  this  proce- 
dure, to  their  conftituents,  as  well  as  to  the  public  at  large? 

The  greater  part  of  the  members  prefent,  notwithstanding  thefe  reafons,  in  the  vera- 
city of  which  they  alt  equally  agreed,  were  yet  unwilling  to  abandon  their  feats.  Mou- 
nier and  Lally-Tolendal  were  at  the  head  of  the  feceders**. 

*5  M.  de  Lally-Tolendal,  in  bisfecond  letter  to  a  friend,  afiigns  the  following  cogent  motives  for  his  feceffion.— 
*'  I  was  no  longer  able  to  endure  the  horror  I  experienced  at  the  fight  of  that  blood — thofe  heads — thaj  queen  nearly 

"  mnffiae.i that  king,  carried  off  as  a  Jlrwe,  entering  Paris  in  the  midft  of  his  afiafiins,  and  preceded  by  the  heads 

44  of  his  unfortunate  guards  :  thofe  perfidious  Janiifaries,  thofe  affafiins,  thofe  female  cannibals,  that  cry  of  "  Au. 
*'  the  bu-hops  to  the  lantHv)rn  !"  at  the  moment  that  the  king  was  entering  his  capital,  with  two  prelates  of  his 
"  council  in  the  carriage  with  him  :  .1  mu/let  -which  I faiv  fired  into  one  of  the  queen' s  carriages :  M.  Bailly  calling  that  a 
'•'  Glorious  tLv  ! — The  AfTembly  having  coolly  declared,  in  the  morning,  that  it  was  incompatible  with  its  dignity 
"  to  go  in  a  bodv  and  furround  the  king :  M.  Mirabeau  obferving,  with  impunity,  in  that  AfTembly,  that  the  veffel 
"  of  the  ftate,  far  frorr  being  impeded  in  her  courfe,  would  rufh  forward  with  greater  rapidity  than  ever  towards 
"  its  regeneration  :  M.  Barnave  laughing  with  him,  while  ftreams  of  blood  were  flowing  around  us:  the  virtuous 
"  Mounier  miraculoufly  efeping  from  twenty  affaflms,  who  were  anxious  to  make  an  additional  trophy  of  his 
"  head. 

"  This  it  was  that  made  me  fwear  never  more  to  fet  foot  in  that  cavern  of  Anthropophagi  (the  National  Affernbly), 
"  where  I  had  no  longer  the  ftrength  to  raife  my  voice  ;  where,  for  the  laft  fix  weeks,  I  had  railed  it  in  vain.  I, 
"  Mounier,  and  all  virtuous  men,  were  of  opinion  that  the  laft  effort  we  had  to  make  for  the  public  welfare  was  to 
'•  leave  it.  No  idea  of  fear  ever  entered  my  head:  if  it  had,  I  fhould  be  afhamed  to  difown  it.  I  had  received  on 
"  the  road  [he  was  one  of  the  deputation  that  accompanied  the  king  to  Parif]  from  the  people,  lefs  criminal 
"  than  thofe  who  had  excited  their  fury,  acclamat.-ns  and  plaudits  that  would  have  gratified  others,  but  wjiich 
■"  made  me  fhudder.  It  was  to  the  indignation,  the  horror,  the  phyfical  convulfions,  1  experience  at  the  mere  fight 
"  of  blood,  that  I  yielded.  A  man  may  brave  death  once;  he  may  face  it  many  times,  when  his  courage  can  be  of 
"  ufe  to  his  country;    but  no  power  under  heaven,  no  public  or  private  opinion,  can^condemn  me  to  fuffer  ufe- 

«'  lefsly 
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But  before  Mounier  had  quitted  the  present's  chair,  he  had  the  addrcfs,  with  the  fer- 
vent aid  of  his  friends,  to  carry  a  very  important  resolution,  and  which  there  was  little 
reafon  to  expect  would  have  heen  pafled.     This   was  an  order  for  an  enquiry  into  the 
horrid  maffacre,  intended,  and  actually  commenced,  on  the  hxth  of  October,  and  for  profe- 
cuting  the  authors  thereof.      This  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  proceedings  which  were 
conduced  in  the  Chatelet   upon  the   fubject ;     and  though    fubftantia!  juftice  was  not 
oh^ined,   nor  probably  could  be  expected,  yet  it  could  not  fail  to  produce  fome  good  ef- 
fect, by   convincing  the  perpetrators  of  wanton  and  unprovoked  murders,   that  they 
might  not  always  be  fafe  in  the  gratification  of  that  horrid  property  ;   and    leminding 
them,  that  public  enquiries,  and  public  profecutions,   were  not  plealant   matteis  to  play 
with.     It  would  have  done  much  honour   to  the   National  Aflembly,  would  have   pre- 
vented much  well-founded  reproach,  which  will  not  wear  off  while  the  memory  of  any 
of  their  a£ts  continue,  and  would  have  prevented   a£fs  which  will  be  an  eternal  ftain  to 
their  country,  if  they  had  pafled,  and  Supported  with  vigour,   many  fimilar  refolutions  ; 
inftead  of  turning  accounts  of  the  mo  ft  inhuman  murders  to  ridicule,    and  fhamefully 
joking  upon  the  purity  or  impurity  of  the  blcod  thus  fhed. 

Nothing,  at  the  fame  time,  can  afford  a  ftronger  demonftration  of  the  homage  paid 
to  Mourner's  character,  and  of  the  awful  afcendancy  which  virtue  holds  even  over  thofe 
who  abhor  its  name,  than  that  he  mould  have  been  able  to  carry  a  refolution  fo  abhor- 
rent to  the  difpofition  of  all  the  principal  leaders  of  the  factions  ; — they  evidently  fhrunk 
before  it.  He  has  declared  himfelf,  that  the  reflection  of  his  havine  carried  this  mea- 
fure  of  humanity  and  juftice  was  no  fmall  folace  to  him  in  his  fubfequent  troubles  and 
misfortunes.  This  was  his  laft  public  act :  and  he,  who  had  not  long  fince  been  one  of 
the  rnoft  popular  men  in  the  kingdom,  was,  at  no  diftant  period,  deftined  to  fly  from  his 
country,  and  to  retire  to  Geneva  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life.  This  obligation  he 
owed  to  Barnave  and  other  of  his  brother  deputies,  who,  unable  to  refill:  or  endure  his 
virtue  when  prefent,  took  care  to  prepoflefs  the  minds  of  the  people  fo  effectually 
againft  him,  as  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  his  being  ever  again  troublefome. 

Mounier  was,  with  refpedt  to  ftrictnefs  of  integrity,  purity  of  principle,  love  and  ad- 
miration of  virtue,  undoubtedly  the  firft  man  in  the  Aflembly.  In  talents  and  abilities 
he  was  fecond  to  none  in  that  body  ;  but  having  more  fubftance  than  fhow  in  them,  they 
were  by  no  means,  calculated  ad  captandum  milgus  ;  fo  that  his  popularity  muff  have  arifen 
from  the  general  fenfe  entertained  of  his  virtue.  He  was  an  enthufiaftic  lover  of  li- 
berty, and  as  determined  a  foe  to  tyranny  in  every  fhape  and  form  ;  but  the  liberty  which 


«  lefsly  a  thoufand  deaths  a  minute;  and  to  perifli  through  defpair  and  rage,  in  the  midft  of  triumphs,  and  crimes 
M  which  I  have  been  unable  to  prevent. — They  will  profcribe  me;  they  will  confifcats  my  property:— I  will  cul- 
*'  tiyate  the  earth,  and  fee  them  no  more.— Such  is  my  juftirication. 

3  K  he 
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lie  adored,  raid  wi/hed  to  eftablifh,  was  a  rational  and  regular  one,  fenced  in  with  infu- 
perable  reflraints  againft  its  degenerating  into  licentioufnefs  and  anarchy,  as  well  as  with 
impaflable  mounds  againft  the  inroads  of  defpotifm.  His  chief  faults  in  political  affairs 
were  too  great  a  degree  of  refinement,  too  great  a  partiality  for  fpeculative  doctrines,  and 
a  pertinacity  in  adhering,  fometimes  too  ftrongly,  to  his  own  opinions. 

Mounicr declared  to  a  few  particular  friends,  at  his  departure  from  Paris,  how  much 
he  was  opprefTed  by  the  melancholy  reflection,  that  all  his  efforts  in  favour  of  liberty 
had  only  ended  in  enflaving  France  to  the  defpotifm  of  faction,  inftead  of  the  defpotifm 
of  royalty. 

Two  factions,  with  views  totally  different  and  incompatible,  had  contributed  in  pro- 
moting the  late  diforders  and  violence.  The  republican  levellers  intended,  by  the  re- 
moval to  Paris,  Jto  place  the  unhappy  fovereign  fo  entirely  in  their  own  power,  and,  by 
the  aid  of  the  Parifians,  to  purge  the  Affembly  fo  totally  of  all  who  oppofed  them,  that 
neither  the  king,  the  nobles,  nor  the  clergy,  could  find  it  poffible  afterwards  to  defend 
any  of  their  rights,  not  only  by  arms,  but  even  by  legal  refinance.  And  they  well  faw 
that  the  bare  name  of  the  king,  which  did  not  produce  the  fmalleft  benefit  to  himfelf, 
might  be  turned  to  great  account  by  affording  fome  fandtion  to  their  proceedings,  and. 
thereby  become  a  mofl  ufefui  inftrument  in  the  confirmation  of  their  power.  Upon 
thefe  principles,  no  defigns  that  affected  the  king's  life  could  originate  in  this  party. 

The  other  faction,  of  which  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  the  real,  but  Mirabeau  the  of- 
tenfible,  head,  and  the  leaders  of  which  were  generally  called  the  Cabal,  held  very  dif- 
ferent views,  though  they  purfued  the  fame  means,  and  ufed  the  fame  inftruments,  the 
mobs  of  Paris,  for  their  attainment.  The  firft,  as  we  have  feen,  wifhed  to  confine 
the  king,  perhaps  for  life,  within  the  walls  of  the  capital;  but  the  fecond  hoped  either 
to  procure  his  afTafiination,  in  the  firft. inftance,  or  to  terrify  him  into  a  flight,  in  which 
cafe  they  would  have  proceeded  to  depofition  ;  and  poffibly  the  circumftances  of  the 
ilight  might  have  afforded  an  opportunity  for  greater  and  more  decifive  violence.  Though 
thefe  affumed  the  character  of  Republicans,  and  generally  acted  along  with  them,  yet  fo  • 
far  were  they  from  wifhing  the  overthrow  of  the  fovereignty,  that  they  very  reluctantly 
admitted  even  the  reductions  that  were  made  in  its  authority  ;  they  wifhed  it  to  continue 
perfect  and  whole,  but  wanted  to  change  the  hands  in  which  it  was  placed  ;  fo  that  hav- 
ing fet  up  a  phantom  of  power,  which,  from  its  weaknefs,  they  knew  they  could  manage 
as  they  pleaftd,  a  very  few  of  their  principal  leaders  would  be  enabled  afterwards  to  go- 
vern with  fupreme  authority.  This  party  was,  from  two  caufes,  particularly  dangerous  ; 
—one  was  the  extreme  profligacy,  and  total  want  of  principle,  joined  with  a  confiderable 
portion  of  talents,  of  fome  of  the  leaders  ;  the  other  was  the  profound  fecrecy  with 
which  its  obflinate  views  were  kept  conceajed,  fo  that  the  real  object  of  its  purfuits  and 
conduct  was  never  apparent. 

(  The 
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The  republican  party  were  triumphant  upon  this  occafion ;  and  the  views  of  the 
cabal,  if  not  entirely  feen  through,  were,  at  leaft,  fo  far  underftood,  as  to  excite  much 
miftruft,  and  draw  no  fmall  degree  of  odium  upon  their  leaders. 

On -the  morning  after  the  king's  arrival  at  Paris,  all  the  diftricts  met  at  an  early  hour, 
and  orders  were  given  to  furround  all  the  avenues  of  the  Tuilleries,  which  had  been 
only  defended,  during  the  night,  by  a  common  guard.  A  thoufand  troops  were  imme- 
diately ordered  on  that  duty,  and  all  the  gates  of  the  palace  were  fecured  by  a  train  of 
artillery,  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  furprize  or  efcape.  In  the  evening,  the  diftricts  of 
Paris,  by  an  aflumption  of  power  perfectly  confident  with  their  paft  proceedings,  pafled  a 
refolution,  that  the  regiment  of  the  Gardes  du-Corps  fliould  be  broken  and  never 
more  revived;  and  that,  in  future,  his  majefty  fliould  be  guarded  by  citizens,  inftead 
of  foldiers. 

The  National  Aflembly  had  now  another  glorious  opportunity,  when  the  king,  after 
being  forced  from  his  habitation  by  a  factious  mob,  was  confined  to  the  precincts  of  that 
palace  which  he  had  been  compelled  to  accept  for  his  refidence,  to  recover  their  loft  dig- 
nity and  importance,  by  a  proper  exertion  of  vigour,  and  the  difplay  of  a  becoming  fpirit 
of  independence.  The  fhackles  impofed  by  a  democratic  faction  are  probably  more-dan- 
gerous, and  certainly  more  difgraceful,  than  thofe  of  a  defpotic  fovereign.  Hence  it  be- 
came the  Aflembly  to  refill,  with  determined  refolution,  the  unconftitutional  efforts  of 
the  Parifians  ;  and  boldly  to  demand  the  immediate  releafe  of  their  monarch.  By  the 
adoption  of  fuch  a  line  of  conduct,  they  might  frill  have  rendered  themfelves  refpectable 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  and  have  proved  themfelves  worthy  to  be  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  but  though  their  courage  was  fufficient  to  withftand  the  oppofition  of  an  im- 
potent king,  it  vanished  before  the  threats  of  an  armed  multitude.  The  infidious  de- 
ilgnsof  fome,  and  the  terror  experienced  by  others,  influenced  the  determination  to  con- 
firm their  former  decree,  which  declared  them  infeparable  from  the  king,  and  to  repair  to 
Paris.  Accordingly,  after  tranfacting  fome  bufinefs  of  little  moment,  and  preparing  an 
addrefs  to  their  conftituents,  in  which  they  faid — "  This  day"  (the  fixth  of  October)  "  is 
«'  a  day  of  triumph,  and  the  monarch  is  our  conquc/l26"  thus  reprefenting  the  Brigands  as  a 
victorious  arm)',  under  the  orders  of  the  Aflembly,  they  went  thither,  and  affembled  in 
the  great  hall  of.  the  archbifhop's  palace,  which  had  been  prepared  for  their  reception. 

The  firftftep  they  took,  after  their  arrival  in  the  metropolis,  was  to  fend  a  deputation 
to  the  king,  headed  by  the  prefulent,  who  addrefled  his  majefty  in  a  curious  fpeech,  in 
which  he  told  him,  that  the  National  Aflembly,  having  voted  themfelves  infeparable 
from  his  auguft  perfon,  were  now  led  by  their  affection  to  approach  him,  and  offer  him 

*•  Journal  Politique,  Sec.  torn,  iii.  p.  99. 
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the  homage  of  their  immutable  love  and  reflect ;  he  obferved,  that  the  love  of  the 
French  people  to  their  monarch  had  been  unbounded  fit  muft  be  confeffed  they  had  re- 
cently exhibited  a  fmgular  proof  of  their  affecTion  !)  ever  fmce  that  day  when  the  public 
voice  hailed  him  the  Rc/lorcr  of  Liberty,  to  which  it  only  remained  for  him  to  add  the 
endearing  title  of  the  btf  friend  to  the  nailon  ;  a  title  to  which  his  claim  was  indifputablc, 
as  the  whole  nation  had  fecn  his  majefty  firm  and  tranquil  in  the  midft  of  danger,  run- 
ning every  riik  for  the  good  of  the  ftate,  and  fupporting  and  encouraging  a  beloved  peo- 
ple by  his  prefence  and  protection.  The  fpeech  contained  many  fimilar  declarations 
equally  deltitute  of  fenfe  and  meaning. 

Though  the  Revolution  was  now  completed,  and  no  vifib'Ie  obfhclr  remained  which, 
could  check  the  republicans  in  their  future  career,  yet  the  idea  of  {hutting  themfelves 
\ip  within  the  walls  of  the  turbulent  city  of  Paris,  where  a  hundred  thoufand  pair  of 
jealous  and  fufpicious  eyes  were  to  be  an  eternal  watch  upon  their  conduct  and  actions; 
where  they  were  to  be  fubje&cd  to  the  caprice  of  a  frantic  and  bloody  populace,  who 
had  cenftituted  themfelves  both  judges  and  executioners  of  the  law  in  all  cafes  of  life  and 
death  ;  and  where  the  mod  zealous  patriot  was  liable  to  become  an  inftantaneous  victim 
to  the  falfeft  report,  or  the  moft  un'ounded  fufpicion  ;  thefe  confiderations,  acting  con- 
jointly, could  not  but  infpire  a  great  part  of  the  AfTembly  with  the  moft  ferious  and 
alarming  apprehenfions,  and  thereby  tend  confiderably  to  diminiih  that  fatisfa&ion  and 
exultation  of  pride  and  fuccefs,  which  their  fignal  triumph  over  the  crown,  and  extreme 
and  abjedl  ftate  of  degradation  to  which  it  was  reduced,  might  otherwife  have  afforded. 

In  order,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  guard  againft  this  danger,  which,  however 
vmavowed,  was  equally  obvious  to  all,  the  AfTembly  immediately  paffed  the  ftrongeft  re- 
folutions  that  could  be  framed,  refpecting  the  facrednefs  and  inviolability  of  their  perfons. 
But  thefe  being  in  no-degree  fufficient  to  remove  the  general  impreffion  of  danger  which 
•had  taken  place,  fo  great  a  number  of  members  were  continually  applying  for  leave  of 
abfence,  that  it  feemed,  at  length,  as  if  the  Afftmbly  would  be  entirely  deferted ;  and  it 
was  found  neceffary,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  to  pafs  an  order  or  refolution,  that  no  far- 
ther applications  for  leave  fhould  be  received. 

Thefe  apprehenfions  had  not,  however,  time  to  wear  off,  before  an  event  occurred 
which  fufEciently  fhewed  that  they  were  by  no  means  ill  founded.  For  the  AfTembly 
had  not  been  long  in  Paris,  when  thefe  loyal  and  peaceable  citizens,  being  perhaps  appre- 
henfive  that  their  rights  and  authority  might,  without  frequent  exeition,  become  dor- 
mant, and  lapfe  into  what  the  lawyers  call  a  ftate  of  defuetude,  determined  to  give  their 
new  vifitants  of  the  AfTembly  an  early  fpecimen  of  what  thofe  rights  and  that  authority- 
were,  fo  as  to  prevent  all  future  miftakes  about  their  nature  and  extent,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  afford  a  ftriking  inftance  of  their  own  due  qualification,  from  the  eafe  and  faci- 
lity 
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lity  with  which  they  adminiftered  fummary  juftice.  There  could  be  no  want  of  an  ob- 
ject on  which  to  difplay  their  juftice  and  dexterity,  while  there  remained  a  baker  ftill  in 
exiftence.  The  lot  accordingly  fell  upon  an  unfortunate  member  of  that  fraternity, 
named  Francois,  who  refided  in  the  vicinity  of  the  National  Aflembly.  Accufed  of 
monopoly  by  a  woman  who  is  faid  to  have  been  influenced  folely  by  perfonal  enmity, 
the  mob  forced  an  entrance  into  his  houfe,  and  though  the  charge  was  not  only  proved 
to  benotorioufly  falfe,  but  it  was  demonftrated  that  the  man  had  even  made  uncommon 
exertions  to  fupply  the  public  with  bread,  he  was  dragged  to  the  town-houfe,  and,  after  a 
ihort  examination,  in  which  his  innocence  was  completely  eftablifhed,  was  taken  from  the 
magiitrates  by  the  populace,  and  hanged  on  the  Place  de  Gieve,  in  prefence  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  who  remained  paflive  fpectators  of  the  whole  transaction,  or,  at  leaft,  made 
only  that  kind  of  oppofition  which  was  calculated  rather  to  encourage  than  intimidate 
the  aflaflins. — The  conduct  of  thefe  citizen- foldiers  is  thus  curioufly  accounted  for  by  the 
««  Two  Friends  to  Liberty." — "  The  national  guards,  agitated  by  the  fame  miftruft  by 
**  which  the  major  part  of  the  citizens  were  at  that  time  tormented,  and  fearful  of  dip' 
**  ping  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  brethren,  in  whofe  diftrefs  they  participated  ;  and 
**  of  incurring  the  guilt  of  homicide  in  order  to  fave  one  who  was  perhaps  guilty,  oppofed 
"  but  a  feeble  refiftance  Z1  !!!" — It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  a  refiftance  thus  character- 
ized muft  have  amounted  to  a  pofitive  encouragement.  The  head  of  the  unhappy  vic- 
tim was  feparated  from  his  body,  and  being  placed  on  a  pike,  was  exhibited  to  his  wife, 
then  in  a  flate  of  pregnancy,  who,  at  the  horrid  fight,  fell  fenfelefs  to  the  ground. — The 
king  and  queen,  anxious  to  foothe  this  unfortunate  woman,  fent  her  two  thoufand 
crowns,  to  enabje  her  to  continue  the  bufinefs,  and  undertook  to  become  fponfors  at  the 
baptifm  of  her  child. 

While  the  Aflembly  were  at  a  diftance,  matters  of  this  fort  were  paftedx)ver  without 
concern  or  notice  ;  but  this  tumult  taking  place  under  their  eyes,  and  the  danger  feeming 
already  at  their  own  doors,  the  alarm  and  apprehenfion  excited  by  it  were  beyond  de- 
scription. This  paroxyfm  of  terror,  however,  produced  an  excellent  effect ;  it  roufed 
the  AfTembly  into  a  degree  of  exertion,  the  want  of  which  had  been  long  and  lament- 
ably felt;  and  its  very  excefs  proved  the  means  of  infpiring  them  with  courage.  They 
liktwifcr  could  not  but  feel  how  much  their  authority.and  dignity  were  fet  at  nought 
and  degraded  ;  and  that  public  opinion,  upon  which  every  thing  depended,  would  be 
•fliaken,  if  fo  violent  an  outrage,  committed  almoft  in  their  prefence,  and  as  if  it  had  been 
to  {hew  who  were  in  future  to  be  their  mafters,  had  been  Suffered  to  pais  with  impu- 
nity. Under  thefe  and  fimilar  impreflions,  the  Aflembly  immediately  pafTed  a  very  ef- 
fective and  fevere  law,  founded  much  upon  the  principle  of  the  Englifli  riot-act,  by 
which  the  municipal  magiftrates  were  obliged  to  proclaim  martial- law  whenever  the  mob 

*7  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,61  de  l'Etabliffement  d'une  Conftitution  en  France,  torn,  iv.  p.  66. 
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proceeded  to  out,  r»d  were,  bcfules,  furnifhed  with  a  red  flag,  which,  upon  fuch  00 

cafions,  was  to  be  difplayed  from  the  town-honfe,  as  a  formidable  emblem  of  the  confe- 
quences  which  would  enfue.     This  regulation,  notwithstanding  its  evident    neceffity, 
was  mo  ft  violently  oppofed  by  Robefpierre,  Buzot,  and  fome  other  violent  men,  who  in- 
fixed that  the  penalties  of  the  law  were  rather  directed  againft  hunger  than  tumult.  They 
laid,  that  the  people,  when  in  want  of  bread,  could  not  be  blamed  for  their  violence;  and 
that  it  was  impoffible  tranquillity  fhould  ever  be  reftored  until  the  people  fhould  fee  the 
National  Aflembly  ferioufly  occupied   in   attempts  to  nourifh   and  avenge   them  :     they 
urged  the  neceffity  of  eftablilhing  tribunals  and  appointing  judges  for  the  trial  of  fuch 
as  had  been  guilty  of  le'-ze-nation  ;  and  for  immediately  proceeding  with  vigour  againft 
criminals  of  that  description,  that  the  lives  of  the  citizens  might  be  protected  againft  the 
rcfentment  of  a  multitude  driven    to  extremities  by  the  Impunity  which  the  audacity  of  their 
enemies  excited'11.     Some  of  the  diftricts  of  Paris,  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit,   alfo  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  decree,  and  even  propofed  to  oblige  all  the  citizens  to  throw  off  the  na- 
tional drefs,  until  it  were  repealed,  and  to  ihoot  all  fuch  as  oppofed  the  repeal *s.     Indeed, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  people  of  Paris,  who  had  fo  frequently  heard  them- 
felves  proclaimed  the  faviours  of  the  ftate,  fhould  be  enraged  at  a  law  which  converted 
them  into  rebels,  and  which  tended,  hereafter,  to  render  criminal  and  impracticable  thofe 
very  means  which  the  Aflembly  themfelves  had  rendered  invincible  and  facred  ! — For- 
tunately for  the  city,  however,  the  decree  was   enforced  with  falutary  vigour,  and  the 
rabble  had  the  mortification  of  beholding  two  of  the  moft  notorious  of  their  brethren, 
who  were  concerned  in  the  late  tumult  and  murder,  publickly  hanged.     Thefe  decifive 
meafures  produced  an  immediate  happy  effect;  and  order  and  quiet  were  for  fome  thus 
eftablifhed. 

About  the  fame  time  a  kind  of  inquifitorial  tribunal,  entitled,  a  "Committee  of  Re- 
fearch,"  was  inftituted  at  Paris,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  informations  and  depofitions, 
concerning  any  plots  or  confpiracies  that  might  be  difcovered  ;  of  arrefting,  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  the  parties  accufed;  of  examining  them,  and  of  collecting  and  digefting  the 
proofs  to  be  adduced  againft  them  on  their  trial.  Considerable  rewards  were  holden  out 
as  a  ftimulus  to  the  zeal  of  informers;  in  fome  inftances,  no  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand 
livres  were  offered.  And  the  king,  at  the  folicitation  of  the  municipality,  was  induced 
to  promife  a  free  pardon  to  any.  perfon  concerned  in  a  plot  that  fhould  difcover  his  ac- 
complices.— Thus  was  all  the  odious  rigour  of  the  old  police  revived,  without  any  of  its- 
falutary  effects. 

Thefe  regulations  were  followed  by  an  event  which  could  not  fail  to  aftoniih  all  thofe 
who  were  not  admitted  deeply  into  the  fecrets  of  affairs.  This  was  the  extraordinary 
meafure  of  fending  the  duke  of  Orleans  out  of  the  kingdam.     To  render  this  tranfac- 

a?  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  Ice,  torn.  iv.  p.  70.  ?J  Idem/  ibid.  p.  7?. 
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tion  more  intelligible,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  indigna- 
tion of  La  Fayette  at  the  difobedience  which  he  experienced  from  his  troops  on  the  fifth 
of  October,  though  fuch  a  circumftance  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  excite  the  fur- 
prize  of  men  who  reflected  on  the  nature  of  the  national  guard,  its  formation,  and  difci- 
pline.  All  the  mutual  ties  which  fhould  unite  a  general  and  his  army,  and  which  he 
knew  to  be  absolutely  neceflary  to  the  prefervation  of  that  force  which  conftitutes  the 
utility  of  an  army,  feemed  at  once  diflblved ;  and,  befides  the  difappointment,  and 
wound  to  his  pride,  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  a  commander  feemed  in  a  very  precarious 
ftate,  whofe  troops  difdained  to  obey,  and  who  made  no  fcruple  of  flying  in  the  face  of 
his  authority  and  command.  He  well  knew  that  their  difobedience  and  mutiny  did  not 
originate  with  themfelves,  but  were  produced  by  the  machinations  of  the  Cabal  ;  and  he 
di-rected  all  his  indignation  and  refentment  to  their  proper  object,  the  father  of  that  fac- 
tion. For  whatever  La  Fayette's  private  political  views  might  have  been,  there  certain- 
ly was  nothing  farther  removed  from  them,  or  which  he  abhorred  more,  even  in  idea, 
than  that  the  duke  of  Orleans,  through  any  convulfion,  or  change  of  circumftances,  or 
under  any  denomination,  of  Regent  or  otherwife,  fhould  ever  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs.  He  faw  that  the  feafon  was  highly  favourable  to  the  gratification  of  his 
enmity  ;  that  the  views  of  the  Cabal  were  thoroughly  feen  through,  and  that  they  had 
confequently  loft  all  influence,  weight,  and  confidence  in  the  Aflembly;  that  Mirabeau 
had  not  been  more  unfortunate  in  his  views  to  aggrandize  his  principal  than  himfelf; 
and  that  his  defign  of  forcing  himfelf  into  the  royal  adminiftiation  had  excited  difguft 
and  abhorrence. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  leading  party  in  the  Aflembly  had  already  derived  all  the  bene- 
fits from  the  duke  which  they  wiflied,  or  at  any  time  intended:  his  pecuniary  aid  had 
from  the  beginning  been  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  fchemes; 
without  it  their  efforts  would  have  been  fruitlefs  and  unavailing  ;  but  now  things  were 
totally  changed  :  if  his  treafures  had  not  even  been  pretty  well  exhaufted,  they  were 
not,  however,  in  that  ftate  of  neceflity  which  once  rendered  them  indifpenfable  ;  he  had 
oeen  as  long  the  inftrument  to  their  purpofes  as  was  neceflary  ;  to  continue  it  longer 
would  be  folly.  Befides  that  his  fervices  were  no  longer  wanting,  his  prefence  was  be- 
coming troublefome ;  and  might,  under  certain  circumftances,  through  his  influence 
with  the  rabble,  poflibly  prove  dangerous. 

Whether  the  opinion  that  thefe  motives  operated  upon  the  Aflembly  be  well  founded 
or  not,  it  feems  evident,  that  La  Fayette  iriiift  have  had  a  certainty  of  being  well  fup- 
ported  when  he  ventured  upon  fo  bold,  and,  feemingly,  fo  dangerous  a  meafure.  He 
fettled  the  bufinefs,  like  a  foldier,  with  little  ceremony,  but  peremptory  effect.  In  a 
fhort  and  fudden  conference  with  the  duke,  he  informed  him,  in  a  few  words,  that  his 
prefence  in  France  was,  at  this  juncture,   incompatible  with  the  good  of  the  nation  ; 
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that  England,  where  he  was  well  acquainted,  was  deemed  the  moft  proper  country  for 
him  to  retire  to;  that  a  paffport  from  the  king  was  ready  for  him;  and  that,  to  conceal 
the  real  motive  of  his  ahfence,  he  mould  be  apparently  fent  to  execute  a  private  com- 
miflion  from  his  majefly  in  that  country.  The  mandate  was  fo  peremptory,  delivered- 
with  fuch  firmnefs,  and  accompanied  with  an  air  of  fuch  decifive  authority,  that  the  duke, 
fur  prized  and  fubdued,  fhrunk  under  its  effect,  and,  ev:ry  thing  being  prepared,  was  dif- 
patched  to  England. 

Mirabeau's  rage  was  unbounded  at  this  cowardly  fubmifrion,  as  he  termed  it,  of  the 
duke.  It  was  given  in  evidence  before  the  Chatelet,  that  he  concluded  a  torrent  of  the 
grofTeft  abufe  by  exclaiming,  "  He  does  not  deferve  the  trouble  that  has  been  taken  for 
"  his  fake." 

As  foon  a3  the  new  law  for  reftraining  the  judicial  violences  of  the  mob  had  produced 
fome  degree  of  order  and  fecurity  in  Paris,  the  National  AfTembly  applied  itfclf  clofely 
and  without  interruption  for  feveral  months  to  the  adjuftment  of  public  bufinefs,  of 
which  they  had  dill  fuch  abundant  quantity  on  their  hands,  that,  viewed  as  a  whole,  it 
feemed  to  prefent  fuch  an  inextricable  wildernefs  of  jarring  elements,  fortuitoufly  jum- 
bled together,  as  no  time  or  care  could  be  fufficient  to  reduce  to  order :  for  what  they  had 
hitherto  done  was  rather  to  be  confidered  as  an  outline,  containing  hafty  fketches  of 
what  was  farther  intended,  than  as  any  completion  of  the  feparate  parts  of  the  defign. 
But,  independent  of  the  old,  which  they  had  already  in  any  degree  gone  through,  they 
had  an  infinite  quantity  of  new  matter  to  confider,  arrange,  and  decide  upon. 

Among  the  moft  remarkable  of  the  meafures  immediately  adopted,  was  the  political 
annihilation,  at  one  blow,  of  the  two  firft  orders,  in  point  of  dignity,  ana  the  two  moft 
ancient  and  only  original  ordercof  theftate;  while  things  were  now  arrived  at  fuch  a 
pafs,  that  this  degradation  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  and  this  total  change  of  the  confti- 
tution,  was  effected  without  a  fingle  ftruggle,  by  a  fimple  decree,  which  only  announced, 
totldem  verbis,  "  That  there  was.no  longer  at+y  diftindtion  of  orders  in  France."  The 
AfTembly  then  entered  upon  the  bufinefs  of  elections,  which  required  an  entirely  new 
code  of  laws  or  regulations,  to  render  it  conformable  to  the  prefent  fyftem.  No  refer- 
ence to  the  ancient  form  of  electing  reprefentatives  for  the  different  orders  could  of 
courfe  be  admitted  or  thought  of.  The  regulations  went,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the 
election  of  deputies  in  the  primary  affemblies,  who  were  again  (as  we  have  already  fcen) 
to  proceed  to  the.  election  of  thofe  deputies  who  were,  to  reprefent  the  nation  in  the 
AfTembly. 

Though  the  right  of  election  in  the  primary  affemblies  was  extended  to  the  citizens  at 
large,  that;  is,  to  every  Frenchman,  by  birth  or  naturalization  (except  fervants)  who  had 
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compleated  his  twenty-fifth  year,  and  had  refided  one  year  within  the  diftrict  where  his 
vote  was  to  be  given,  yet  a  fmall  qualification,  with  rtfpect  to  property,  was  required  to 
entitle  them  to  vote — -viz.  the  payment  of  taxes,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  equal  in 
amount  to  the  produce  of  three  days  labour  ;  and  this  qualification,  flender  though  it  was, 
afforded  no  fmall  fatifaction  to  the  friends  of  property  and  a  government  by  law,  who  fan- 
cied that  both  would  from  thence  derive  foine  degree  of  fecurity.  It  was  farther  de- 
creed, that  the  men  thus  entitled  to  vote  in  the  primary  aliemblies,  fhould  have  their 
names  regiftered  in  books  kept  for  the  purpofe,  and  fhould  be  characterized  under  the  dii- 
tinctive  appellation  of  aclive  citizens. 

The  qualification  of  thofe  who  were  chofen  electors  was  fixed  at'  the  payment  of  a 
contribution  equal  in  amount  to  the  produce  of  ten  days  labour;  and  it  was  required 
that  every  candidate  for  the  office  of  reprefentative  fhould  be  affeffed  at  a  mark  of  fiiver, 
and  be  poffeffed  of  fome  property,  either  real  or  perfonal29.  The  paying  any,  even  the 
fmalleft,  attention  to  property,  was  deemed,  on  one  fide,  a  confiderable  point  gained  ;  on 
the  other  hand,,  the  moft  violent  of  the  republican  and  levelling  party  were  much  out  of 
humour  and  greatly  diffatisfied  at  this  decree;  for  they  wanted  to  throw  the  elections 
into  the  hands  of  the  whole  people,  without  diftinction,  and  no  other  difqualincations  to 
operate  upon-  votes,  than  thofe  arifing  from  infancy,  ideotifm,  or  abfolute  infamy  of 
character 30. 

Notv.hhftanding  all  that  had  been  faid  of  the  alacrity  with  which  the  provinces  fur- 
rendered  their  peculiar  rights  and  privileges,  it  now  appeared  that  thefe  accounts  required 
to  be  received  with  all  the  caution  and  doubt  which  were  fo  generally  neceflary  with  re- 
fpect  to  every  thing  that  was  given  out  or  publifhed  at  this  period.     The  cafe  undoubt - 

»9  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn.  iv.  p.  m,  112,  iij. 
3°  The  historians  we  laft  quoted,  condemn  all  attention  to  property  in  this  instance,  as  "  contrary  to  the  liberty 
"and  equality  of  citixens ;"  and  as  "  repugnant  to  reafon  and all  true  principles  of government."  (torn,  i  v.  p.  1 14.)  "The 
"  obvious  and  fimple  principle  of  population"  feems  likevvife  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  authors  of  the  Eng- 
lish Hiftory  of  the  Revolution ; — but  can  any  thing  be  more  obvious  or  fimple  than  this  truth — that  where  the  le- 
gislative body  is  formed  on  the  principle  of  population,  without  any  attention  to  property,  the  poor  will  generally 
legislate  for  the  rich,  and  all  property  become  infecure  ? — But  though  we  wifh  always  to  fee  property  refj>ecled, 
we  are  by  no  means  defirous  of  feeing  it  endued  with  any  other  privileges  than  fuch  as  are  requifite  for  its  own  fe-  . 
curity,  and  for  the  general  welfare  of  theftate.— Thofe  who  would  tiefpoil  property  of  all  its  privileges,  fhould  confi- 
der  that,  by  10  doing,  they  would  deftroy  fome  of  the  rnqft  powerful  inducements  to  that  Spirit  of  industry  and  emu- 
lation fo  eflentially .conducive  to  the  profperity  of  a  Slate,  and  to  thehappinefs  of  individuals. 

As  many  of  the  members  had  experienced  the  inconvenience  of  being  restrained,  in  their  operations,  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  their  constituents,  they  now  took  care  to  provide  a  radical  remedy  for  that  defeil.  The  AfTembly  declared, 
that  each  member  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  representative  of  his  constituents,  but  as  the  reprefentative  of  the 
nation ;  and  all  electors  were  abfolutely  forbidden  to  delive-  any  instructions  (Cahiers)  or  imperative  mandates  to 
their  members ! — Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  torn.  iv.  p.  98.— The  number  of  representatives  which  were,  in  future 
to  constitute  the  National  Affembly,  was  fixed  at  Seven  hundred  and  forty-five^ 

edly 
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cdly  was,  that  as  the  deputies  of  the  privileged  provinces  were  generally  among  the  moft 
forward  in  framing  or  adopting  all  the  political  novelties  of  the  prefent  time,  fo  they 
made  but  little  fcruple  in  facrificing  the  rights  or  privileges  of  their  conftituents  to  their 
own  peculiar  doctrines  or  defigns ;  and  that  this  conduct,  not  being  at  all  approved  by 
great  numbers  of  people  in  the  country,  their  d  i  flat  isfacl  ion  occafioned  thofe  difficulties 
which  the  AiTembly  now  experienced  ;  and  which  were,  indeed,  fo  confiderable,  that  it 
feemed  as  if  that  body  had  been  only  commencing  the  bufinefs.  That  it  was  deemed  really 
ferious  appears  from  the  democratical  writers,  who  inform  us,  that  the  dilTatisfacliort 
upon  this  fubjeft  in  the  provinces,  afforded  the  only  ftrong  ground  of  hope  which  the 
r.riftocrates  now  polTeffed  ;  "  For,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  deftroy  the  kingdom, 
"  they  had,  however,  the  confolation  left,  that  by  this  means  they  might  be  able  to 
"  diftrad  it." 

The  divifion  of  power  was  too  unequal  to  admit  of  any  great  conteft  ;  nor  was  any 
particular  a£t  either  done,  or  imputed  to,  the  ariftocrates.  The  AlTembly,  to  render 
every  thing  novel,  and  to  deftroy  all  veftiges  of  whatever  paiTed  before  their  own  reign, 
fucceeded  in  expunging  the  term  "  Province"  from  the  French  vocabulary.  They  di- 
vided the  kingdom  into  eighty-three  geometrical  portions,  of  about  three  hundied  and 
twenty-four  fquare  leagues  each,  which  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  De- 
partments ;  and  thefe  were  fubdivided  into  other  portions,  under  the  name  of  Diftricls 
and  Cantons.  Thus,  by  cutting  off  a  few  heads  under  the  name  of  provinces,  a  new 
multiplied  generation  fprang  up,  like  thofe  of  the  Hydra,  which  became  in  due  time 
fufficiently  troublefome  in  their  management;  and  thus  the  geography  of  France  being 
totally  changed,  and  rendered  as  obfolete  in  an  inftant  as  that  of  Gaul  under  Julius 
Csefar,  new  maps  became  neceffary,  to  trace  out  or  diftinguifti  places  with  which  we 
were  the  moft  intimately  acquainted. 

This  meafure  has  been  juftly  termed — "  The  wild  excefs  of  reform,  where  nothing 
<i  that  is  old  can  be  good,  but  where  alteration  is  fynonimous  to  improvement,  and  where 
**  novelty  means  excellence  3\"     It  muft,   however,    be  acknowledged,  that  whatever 

3'  Rabaud  dc  Saint  Etienne,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the  "  Committee  of  Constitution,"  publifhed  a  book 
nt  this  period,  entitled  "  Nouvelles  Reflexions  fur  la  nouvelle  Divifion  du  Royaume,"  in  which  he  fays  "  All  the 
"  exiftin"  eftabhfhments  in  France  are  fo  many  fources  of  mifery  to  the  people !  We  muft  renovate  that  people  if 
"  we  wifh  to  promote  its  happinefs:  we  muft  change  its  ideas — we  muft  change  its  laws — we  muft  change  its  man- 

«  ners we  muft  change  men — we   muft   change  things — we  muft  change  words — we  rcu\i\dcJi>oy  every  thing,  yes, 

"  deftroy  every  thing,  fince  every  thing  is  to  be  created  arew." 

To  this  rhapfody,  we  fliall  oppofe  an  authority  which  the  Revolutionifts  have  invariably  affefted  to  refpctl— that 
of  J.  J.  Rouffeau,  who  fays — "  A  people,  who  have  any  morals,  and,  confeijuently,  refpeel  the  laws,  cannot  be  too 
"  much  upon  their  guard  againft  the  fpecious  and  dogmatical  maxims  of  Philosophers,  which,  by  teaching  them  to 
"  defpife  the  laws  and  customs  or  mm  country,  lead  to  a  general  and  inevitable  cot  ruption  of  manners."  We  have 
lived  long  enough  to  fee  Rabaud's  principle  of  univetfal  depruRion  enforced;  and  Rouffeau's  affertion,  with  regard  to 
the  confequences  of  fuch  philofiphical  maxims,  completely  verified  ! 
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fiults  or  inconveniences  other  parts  of  this  fyftem  were  chargeable  with,  the  reduction 
of  the  exclufive  privileges  of  peculiar  provinces,  and  the  laying  them  on  one  common 
level  of  law  anJ  government  with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  was  certainly  a  meafure  of  no 
fmall  public  utility.  Upon  this  divifion,  above  two  thcufand  deputies  of  the  provinces 
cities,  and  boroughs  which  were  afFedted,  hurried  flraightway  to  Paris  from  every  quar- 
ter of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  maintain  and  eftablifli  their  refpedtive  rights;  and  fo 
many  difficulties  ftill  remained  to  be  furmounted,  that  it  coft  three  months  of  the  mofk 
laborious  and  painful  application,  before  the  final  arrangement  and  divifion  were  corn- 
pleated.  "Then" — fays  Rabaud— "  the  kingdom  was  confolidated,  and  the  apprehen- 
u  fion  of  a  confederacy  was  done  away  3V 

The  AfTembly,  during  this  time,  went  through  another  talk,  which  they  confidered  of 
great  import:  this  was  the  organization  of  the  municipalities,  or  interior  governments, 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Though  thefe,  in  their compofition  and  conftruction,  bore  a 
clofe  refemblance  to  the  parifh  veftries  in  England,  yet,  from  the  extraordinary  powers 
with  which  they  were  endued,  or,  at  leaft,  which  they  aiTumed,  and  which  produced  the 
fameeffedt.  as  if  they  legally  poflefled  them,  together  with  the  infinity  of  their  number,, 
the  ignorance  and  unfitnefs  of  character  in  other  refpedts,  which  too  generally  prevail- 
ed among  their  members,  they  became  the  immediate  inftruments  of  a  moft  deplorable 
tyranny,  which,  hging  every  where  fpread,  nothing  could  efcape  or  evade,  and  which  the 
aggrieved  could  find  no  power  any  where  to  refill.  "  It  feemed  as  if  the  new  govern- 
tt  ment,  being  founded  upon  untried  principles  in  fome  inftances,  and  in  others  run  up 
"  haflily  without  any,  as  occafion  and  circumftances  concurred  in  favouring  the  erec- 
"  tion  ;  fo,  among  the  numerous  buttreffes  neceffary  to  fupply  fuch  glaring  and  dan- 
"  gerous  deficiencies,  this  was  not  the  leaft  confpicuous,  that  one  half  of  the  people 
l*  fhould  be  officially  conftituted  fpies  upon,  and  confequently  mafters  of,  the  other 
«  half." 

The  AfTembly  abolifhed  Lettres  de  Cachet^  a  meafure  which,  if  not  entirely  needlefs: 
was  certainly  an  adt  of  patriotifmon  their  fide,  as  there  was  no  power  in  the  nation,  ex- 
cept their  own,  by  which  they  could  be  iffued.  They  likewife  publi/hed  a  number  of 
regulations  with  refpedt  to  the  taxes,  moft  of  which,  as  they  were  never  paid,  feemed  no> 
longer  to  exift.  As  if  it  had  been  to  fandtion  and  confirm  that  obfervation  fo  often  re- 
peated, that  their  genius  and  difpolition  led  more  to  deftroy  than  to  build  up  or  re- 
pair, notwithftanding  the  failure  of  almoft  all  the  other  taxes,  excepting  the  partial 
new  one  upon  eftates,  they  totally  fupprefled  the  odious  tax  upon  fait ;  a  meafure  which 
ihe  king,  (as  we  have  formerly  fhewn)  in  the  days  of  hope,  if  not  of  happinefs,  fo  ar- 
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dcntly  wiihed  to  accomplish  ;  but  which  the  continued  oppofition  to  his  meaSures  by  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  and  the  confequent  impoflibility  of  his  finding  a  fubftitute  to  carry 
on  the  bufinefs  of  government,  rendered  him  incapable  of  carrving  into  effect.  They 
likewife  aboliShed,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  the  heavy  tax  on  fnufF,  which  was  nearly  con- 
sidered as  much  a  neceflary  of  life  as  fait  itfelf ;  and  which,  in  confequence  of  this  regu- 
lation, was  thrown  into  the  common  mafs  of  articles  of  general  commerce.  Many  other 
obnoxious  taxes  were  alfo  fupprelTed. 

Rut  abolition  and  fupprelhon  were  not  the  precife  means  that  were  calculated  to  Sup- 
plv  the  growing  deficiency  in  the  revenue33;  and  the  Affembly  foon  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  enter  the  labyrinth  of  finance,  where  they  were  to  encounter  a  fubjeft  of 
which  they  were  moft  deplorably  ignorant.  One  grand  objefr.  had  occupied  the  mind  of 
the  Aflembly  ever  fince  the  eftablifhment  of  fole  and  unlimited  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Third  Eftate  ;  and  had,  probably,  been  much  earlier  a  Subject  of  frequent  contemplation. 
This  great  fcheme  was  to  find  a  fund  of  fo  vaft  a  magnitude,  that  it  fhouldnot  only  Suf- 
fice to  difcharge  the  whole  national  debt,  enormous  as  it  was,  but  leave  fuch  a  furplus 
behind,  as  would  be  capable  of  providing  for  thofe  new,  and,  as  yet,  unknown,  contin- 
gencies, which  the  new  change  of  affairs  was  liable  to  produce.  One  of  the  newly- 
promulgated  doctrines  was,  that  all  things  were  to  give  way  to  the  good  of  the  public, 
cr  perhaps,  more  correctly,  that  the  lives  and  property  of  individuals  were  no  matters  of 
consideration,  in  any  queStion  where  they  interfered  with  the  benefit  of  the  whole  :  in  a 
word,  that  every  thing  belonged  to  the  nation,  indefinite  as  that  term  was,  while  the  in- 
dividuals who  compofed  this  great  aggregate  had  no  Security  in  any  thing:  and  the 
good  of  the  whole,  if  the  practice  founded  on  it  could  be  carried  to  the  utmoft  extent 
oSthe  principle,  might  lead  to  the  dilapidation  and  ruin  of  all  the  patts  Separately. 

The  fund  which  was  deftined  to  anSwer  theSe  mighty  purpoSes,  required  no  creative 
genius,  no  depth  of  fife al  knowledge,  no  extent  of  combination  or  invention  ;  for  it  was 
already  formed  and  moulded  to  the  hands  of  the  Affembly,  who  had  nothing  more  to  do- 
than  to  pronounce  a  Simple  decree  of  appropriation.— This  Sund  was  no  other  than  the 
great  landed  eStates  of  the  clergv:  indeed,  it  was  barely  the  Soil,  Sor  they  had  already 
giv  n  up  the  royalties  and  exclufive  privileges  which  had,  Srom  the  Soundation  of  the 
monarchy,  been  attached  to,  and  confidered  as  a  part  ©f,  their  eftates.  Though  the  im- 
menSe  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  fcheme  were,  by  its  projectors  and  Supporters,  deem- 
ed perfectly  obvious  to  every  body,  yet  it  Seemed  as  iS  lome  difficulties  were  likely  to 
ariSe  on  the  queftion  oS  ju/lice.,  with  rtSpedl  to  the  intended  application  of  the  fund. 
■Some  of  thele  feemed  more  peculiarly  t  affect  France  than  any  other  country.  "  For, 
"  being  the   only   people  upon  earth  who  had  ever  at  once  been  transfoimed  into  a  na- 

33  The  Affembly  augmented  the  pay  of  the  troops,  from  fcur  fols  and  a  half  a  day  to  Ax  fols  and  &  half. 
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*'■  tion  of  philofophers,  it  feemed  incumbent  upon  them,  at  lead  for  a  time,  to  adhere 
**  clofely  to  the  rules  and  principles  of  that  fubhme  fcience.  Now  as  it  happens  that 
"  Cicero,  who,  without  formally  afTuming  the  name,  was  deemed  in  his  day  no  inconfi. 
'•  derable  philofopher,  who  was  certainly  extremely  well  verfedin  their  hiftoryanddoc- 
"  trines,  and  who  could  not  poflibly  have  laboured  under  any  of  the  prejudices  imputed, 
"  by  modern  philofophers,  to  Chri/iianity,  does  not,  in  his  admirable  treatife  of  the 
■■  moral  and  relative  duties  of  men  in  a  flate  of  fociety  (which  may  be  confidered  as- 
"  fuch  a  compendium  of  the  cafuiftry  of  the  antient  heathen  world  as  could  not  other- 
•f  wife  at  this  time  have  exifted )  admit  expedience  or  profit  to  afford  any  right  what- 
"  ever  for  feizing  the  goods  of  others  ;  and  even  carried  this  doctrine  fo  far,  as  not  to 
"  allow  any  thing  to  be  profitable  which  was  not  honourable,  nor  any  thing  honourable 
*'  which  was  not  honeft  and  juft;  thefe  old-fafhioned  doctrines,  which  it  might  have 
u  been  fuppofed  would  have  vanifhed  under  the  illumination  of  the  prefent  day,  were, 
"  notwithstanding,  troublefome  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  grand  defign." — The  fu- 
periority  of  the  new  philofophy,  however,  and  the  genius  of  its  profefTors,  foon  tri- 
umphed over  all  obftacles;  and  the  principle  contained  in  the  patriotic  expreffion— 
'*  Every  thing  belongs  to  the  nation"—' removed  every  difficulty. 

This  was  a  bold  flroke  in  the  extreme,  becaufe  the  people  having  juft  thrown  ofF 
every  degree  of  fubordination,   were  grown  fo  frantic  by  their  eafy  fuccefs,  that  they 
could  not  think  of  any  thing  but  farther  innovations,  and  new  revolutions,  which  they 
Concluded  might  be  purchafed  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  and  accomplifhed  with  as  much  eafe,  as 
the  former.     But  along  with  this,  the  number  of  clergy  in  the  kingdom  was  eflimated 
at  about  one  hundred  and    thirty  thoufand  ;  and  though  this  numerous  body  fhould    be 
ftripped  of  all  the  weight  derived  from  rank  and  property,  yet  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe 
they  would  flill  retain  lome  confiderable  influence  over  thofe  people  among  whom  they 
had  pafled  their  lives  in  habits  of  the  greateft  intimacy  and  friendfhip,  befides  being  their 
teachers  and  directors  in  thofe  Chriftian  duties  which  at  that  time  had  been  confidered  of 
the  laft  importance  to  mankind.     Now,  though  the  profefled  and  real  philofophers  had 
long  fince  fhaken  off  withcMidain  all  the  manacles  of  religion,  yet  it  was  apprehended, 
and,  indeed,    however  it    might  be  lamented,  well  known,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
had  not  yet  been  fufficiently  illuminated,  to  enable  them  to  get  rid  of  their  antient  pre- 
judices, or  fuperititions.  as  they  were  now  called  ;  for  though,  with  refpect  to  other  mat- 
ters, they  were  fufficiently  irreligious,  yet  as  that  was  not  a  philofophica!  irreligion,  which 
is  ever  invincible,  but  was  derived  from  idlenefs,  wantonnefs,  and  thofe  paffions  which 
are  apt  to  predominate  over  mankind,  fo  it  was  liable  to  receive  a  bias  and  take  a  direction 
very  different  from  what  might  be  wilhed. 

It  was  farther  to  be  confidered,  that  the  court  of  Rome,  however  degraded  or  fallen, 
"had  not  yet  loft  all  its  influence }  and  that  even  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  long  as 
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they  had  :e  lained  dormant,  might,  In  certain  cafes,  and  Under  certain  circuits  fiances,  ftill 
produce  f  ,nc  untoward  effect,  efpecially  on  thofe  weak  minds  which  continued  to  be  en- 
cumbered with  any  religious  fcruples.  Nor  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  poweis  in  general  would  behold  with  indifference  fo  numerous,  fo  ancient,  and  fo 
eminent  a  body,  as  the  members  of  the  Gallican  church  had  for  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages 
been,  at  once  (tripped  of  their  dignities  and  property,  without  any  legal  forfeiture  in- 
curred, or  even  the  charge  or  pretence  of  a  crime  laid  to  cover  the  violence  and  outrage. 
It  was  a  great  misfortune  to  the  caufe  of  philofophy,  and  indeed  a  great  detriment  to  it, 
that  the  Protectant  ftates  ftiU  adhered  firmly  to  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  ;  it  had  happened  likewife,  from  fome  peculiar  difpofition  of  mind  which  may  not  be 
e  a  fily  accounted  for,  as  it  formed  no  exclufive  or  peculiar  part  of  their  fyftem  of  morality, 
that  many  individuals  among  them  had  ever  been  much  in  the  habit,  even  where  they 
had  no  direct  intereft,  of  enquiring  ftridtly  into,  and  deciding  promptly  and  categorically 
upon,  fo  far  as  a  publication  of  reafon  and  opinion  could  be  called  a  decifion,  all  quef- 
tions  of  right  and  wrong  among  men,  without  their  being  generally  much  fwayed  by 
the  quality  or  power  of  any  of  the  parties.  This  difpofition  of  individuals  feemed  to 
operate  no  lefs  upon  the  ftates  of  that  perfuafion,  where  they  had  power  fufficient  to 
carry  the  theory  into  practice;  and  they  have  accordingly  been  noted,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  for  repelling  injury  and  injuftice  with  refpect  to  others,  as  well  as  to  themfelves. 
It  was  a  farther  misfortune,  with  refpect  to  the  Froteflant  ftates,  that  being  all,  even  the 
fmalleft  of  them,  more  or  lefs  commercial,  they  paid  a  ftrict  regard  to  the  rights  and  fe- 
curity  of  property  in  all  cafes  whatever,  and,  it  was  too  much  to  be  apprehended,  would 
be  ftricken  with  horror,  at  the  eftablifhment  of  a  precedent  which  went  to  fhake  and 
loofen  the  foundations  of  all  the  landed  property  in  Europe.  Befides, although  the  Pro- 
tectants differed  in  many  points  of  doctrine  as  well  as  difcipline  from  the  Romanifts,  yet 
confidering  them  ftill  as  men,  and  confequently  as  brethren  pollening  the  fame  common 
nature  with  themfelves,  that  fympathy  fo  natural  to  mankind,  and  fo  common  to  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fpecies,  could  not  fail  to  operate  with  great  force,  at  feeing  fo  nu- 
merous a  body  of  men,  many  of  them  eminent  for  their  parts,  learning,  and  virtues,  be- 
come, fo  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly,  the  victims  cf  injury  and  violence. 

But  all  thofe  difficulties  and  dangers  appeared  trivial  to  men  whofe  eyes  were  fo  fafci- 
nated  by  the  fplendor  of  the  object  in  view,  that  they  could  fee  nothing  but  the  immenfe 
advantages,  which,  in  their  judgment,  muft  refult  from  it.  In  the  firft  place,  however 
necefTary  the  phrenzy  of  liberty  which  intoxicated  the  people  was  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  Revolution,  it  was  feen  to  be  totally  incompatible  with  thofe  fober,  ferious,  and 
fteady  maxims  of  policy,  which  muft  of  neceffity  be  adopted,  for  the  government  and  fe- 
curity  of  fo  great  and  extenfive  a  kingdom  ;  large  armies  and  fleets  muft  be  provided  for, 
and  whoever  the  adminiftrators  might  be,  the  civil  expences  muft  run  very  high ;  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  number  of  for- 
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treffes  as  was  without  example  in  any  other  country.  How,  then,  were  thefe  prodigious 
expences  to  be  provided  for,  by  a  people  fo  drunk  with  their  new  liberty,  that  the  bare 
name  of  a  tax  was  in  a  high  degree  odious  to  them  ;  and  who,  fo  far  from  being  pleafed 
or  fatisried  by  the  diminution  of  their  burthens,  which  the  abolition  of  the  moft  heavy 
and  obnoxious  of  the  old  ones  produced,  feeined,  on  the  contrary,  to  grow  more  violent 
in  their  abhorrence  of  thofe  which  remained  ?  Force,  which  has  been  fo  often  ufed  with 
effe<5t.  in  fuch  cafes,  would  here  have  been  inevitably  deftrucYive  ;  the  diffolution  of  the 
new  fyftem,  and  of  every  thing  appertaining  to  it,  would  be,  at  once,  the  confequente  ; 
and  another  revolution,  the  accidental  birth  of  a  moment,  without  form,  order,  object,  or 
defign,  would  take  place,  the  final  confequences  of  which  no  man  living  could  forefee. 
Whereas,  by  the  attainment  of  the  defired  object,  they  had  not  a  doubt — though  they 
were  moft  egregioufly  deceived — that  all  thefe  evils  would  be  averted;  that  the  golden 
age  would  feem  to  be  rmewed  ;  that  taxes,  for  a  time,  would  not  be  heard  of;  that  go- 
vernment would  feem  to  fupport  itfelf ;  and  that  nothing  but  peace  and  felicity  would 
prevail  during  the  reign  of  the  prefent  rulers.  Nor  was  it,  perhaps,  forgotten,  among  fo 
great  a  number  of  more  important  objects,  that  the  attainment  of  this  meafure  would 
free  the  Affembly  from  the  neceffity  of  entering  deeply  into  that  moft  difficult  talk  of 
financiering. 

The  bufinefs  was  brought  forward  towards  the  end  of  October  ;  and  it  is  not  one  of 
the  leaft  extraordinary  circumftances  attending  this  extraordinary  bufinefs,  that  the  per- 
fon  who  moved  the  decree  was  a  prelate,  M.  Talleyrand  Perigord,  bifhop  of  Autun. 
The  debates  were  fupported  with  much  ingenuity  and  animation.  The  meafure  was 
juftified,  in  the  firft  inftance,  on  a  principle  of  ftate  neceffity,  for,  without  this  extraor- 
dinary aid,  many  advocates  for  the  decree  maintained,  that  fuch  was  the  deranged  ftate  of 
the  finances,  a  national  bankruptcy  muft  evidently  enfue.  This  plea  had  great  weight 
with  many  men  of  moderate  principles,  who,  on  no  other  confideration,  could  have  been 
induced  to  lay  violent  hands  on  poffeffions  which  they  had  ever  been  taught  to  regard  as 
facred.  But  ftill,  Why  fhould  the  property  of  ecclcfajhcs  be  fingled  out  as  a  juft  object 
of  feizure,  in  preference  to  that  of  any  other  let  of  men  ? — was  aqjeftion  that  naturally 
occurred  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  was  maintained,  that  the  clergy  had  no  right  to  the  pof- 
feffions which  they  held  under  law,  ulage,  the  decifions  of  courts,  and  the  accumulated 
prefcription  of  a  thoufand  years  ;  that  the  ecclefiaftjcs  were  fictitious  perfons,  creatures 
of  the  ftate,  whom  at  pleafure  they  might  deftroy,  and  of  courfe  limit  and  modify  in 
every  particular;  that  the  goods  they  poffeffed  were  not  properly  theirs,  but  belonged 
to  the  ftate  which  created  the  fiction  ;  and  that,  therefore,  what  they  might  fuffer  intheir 
natural  feelings  and  natural  perions,  on  account  of  what  was  done  towards  them  in  the* 
conftructive  character,  fhould  not  be  an  object  of  confideration. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  infilled,  that  admitting  the  neceffity  of  an  extraordinary 
fupply,  the  partial  feizure  of  private  property  could  by  no  means  be  .juftified;  that,  at 
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the  meeting  of  the  AfTembly,  diftreffing  as  the  ftate  of  the  finances  might  be,  they  ftill 
were  not  in  that  fingular  predicament,  but  that  after  eftablifhing  a  fyftem  of  economy 
on  jujl  and  equitable  principles,  a  fair  divifion  of  burthens  between  all  orders  might  have, 
reftored  them  34;— that  the  property  faid  to  be  fictitious  was  folic!  and  durable ; — that 
it  was  originally  acquired  by  lawful  means; — that  it  had  been  lawfully  prefer ved; 
and  that  its  legality,  the  validity  of  its  tenure,  had  never  been  queftioned  for  up- 
wards of  a  thoufand  years  ; — that  the  offer  of  the  clergy,  of  a  voluntary  contribution 
of  four  hundred  millions  of  livres35,  was  evidently  and  obviou fly  more  advantageous 
to  the  public  creditor  than  any  thing  which  could  be  rationally  promifed  by  the 
confifcation  ; — and  finally,  that  the  injuftice  of  the  feizure  was  more  glaring,  as  it  was. 
not  only  inadequate  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  avowedly  made,  but, 
in  confequence  of  the  abolition  of  tythes,  the  debt  of  the  clergy,  and  a  variety  of 
other  incumbrances,  the  meafure,  far  from  affording  relief,  would  prove  an  additional 
burthen  to  the  ftate. 

Thefe  arguments,  however,  proved  of  little  avail,  and,  on  the  fecond  of  November,  a 
decree  was  paffed,  by  which  the  ecclefiaftical  eftates  were  all  declared  to  be  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  nation  ;  fubjedted,  however,  to  the  following  charges  : — to  the  providing,  ir» 
a  proper  manner,  for  the  expence  of  celebrating  public  worfhip,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  miniiters,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  For  the  fecond.  of  thefe  purpofes,  it.  was 
decreed,  that  no  parifh  minifter  fhould  have  a  lefs  falary  than  twelve  hundred  livres  a 
year  (about  fifty  pounds  flerling )  exclufive  of  the  houfe  and  garden  hitherto  annexed 
to  the  parfonage  3*.  This  decree,  which  was-  paffed  on  the  fecond,  was  published  on  the 
third  of  November,  and  received  the  fandiion  of  the  captive  monarch  on  the  fourth  ;  a 
circumftance  which  clearly  demonftrated  the  facility  with  which  bufinefs  of  the  grcatefl 
importance  was  conducted  and  concluded  under  the  prefent  order  of  things, 

64  If  there  were  any  truth  in  the  affertions  of  M.  Neckar,  which  the  AfTembly  never  attempted  to  invalidate, 
this  was  certainly  the  cafe;  but  the  Affembly,  after  their  meeting,  inflead  of  removing  pecuniary  embarraffments, 
feemed  anxious  to  encreafe  them,  in  order  to  favour  their  attacks  on  the  crown,  and  to  encreafe  their. own  confe- 
quence and  authority  with  the  people. 

35  This  very  liberal  offer  of  upwards  of  fixteen  millions  flerling  was  made  by  the  clergy,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  different  members  that  feme  extraordinary  means  were  requifite  to  fave  the  ftate  from  the  calamity  of  a  na- 
tional bankruptcy. 

3s  The  popular  party  took  great  merit  to  themfelves  for  the  provision  here  made  for  the  parochial  clergy ;  but 
the  fact  is,  that  the  meafure  originated  with  the  fuperior  clergy  themfelves,  who  had,  long  before,  adopted  the. refa- 
ction of  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the  former  to  twelve  .hundred  livres  ;  and  had  actually  charged  their  agent,  the 
abbe  de  Mpntefquiou,  to  communicate  their  determination  to  M.  Neckar,  fince,  on  account  of  the  engagements  they 
had  contracted  for  the  king,  it  could  not  be  put  in  execution  without  the  concurrence. of  the  minifter  of  the  fi- 
nances. Whether  from  the  multiplicity  of  objects  which-engaged  the  attention  of  the  minifter  at  that  important 
crifis,or  from  fome  other  caufe,  he  had  hitherto  neglected  the  bufinefs,  but  the  clergy  had  by  no  means  departed 
frora  their  refoluticn.— Journal  Politique,  Sic,  torn  ii.  p.  1 77.    Note. 
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We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  advocates  for  the  decree  afTerted — there  was  ni 
tther  means  of  fav'ing  the  Jlate.  To  this  their  opponents  replied  ;  it  is  proved,  on  the 
contrary,  by  the  very  confeffion  of  your  own  committees,  that  when  the  tythes  which 
you  have  abolifhed  are  deducted,  the  remainder  of  the  ecclefiaftical  revenues  will  not 
near  fuffice  for  the  expences  of  public  worfhip,  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion, the  penfions  of  friars  and  nuns,  the  fupport  of  feminaries,  the  erection  and  repairs. 
of  churches,  &c.  &c.  That  a  deficit  will  appear  of  fifty  millions  of  livres — and  evea 
fifty-fix,  including  the  debt  of  the  clergy — which  muft  he  fupplied  from  the  public  trea- 
fury.  Is  the  ftate  then — faid  they — to  be  faved,  by  this  augmentation  of  its  burdens, 
which  muft  neceffarily  fall  upon  the  people  ?  Befides,  dare  any  one  ferioufly  affirm,  that 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate  requires  the  fubverfion  of  thofe  very  principles  which  conftitute 
its  firmeft  fupport  ?  Can  what  is  unjuft  become  ufeful?  Can  the  tranfgreffion  of  that 
law  which  enfures  to  every  individual  the  quiet  poffeflion  of  his  property  be  ever  deem- 
ed falutary  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences  ? 

**  The  goods  of  the  church  are  not  its.  own."— Strange  paradox  ?  By  what  fophiftical  arts 
do  you  expect:  to  deftroy  ideas,  the  juftice  of  which  is  acknowledged   by  every  nation  in 

Europe? "  'The  ecclefiaflics  are  but  ufufruduarics" — Doubtlefs  what  the  clergy,  co\~ 

le&ively,  poflTefs  as  a  freehold,  its  members,  individually,  only  enjoy  as  ufufrudts  ;  but  is. 
not  an  ufufrudtchuTed  with  that  fpecies  of  property  which  has  been  declared  inviolable? 
Wc  are  but  ufufrudtuaries  of  life  ;  but  is  that  a  reafon  why  we  fhould  be  deprived  of  it  ? 

"  The  clergy  have  no  property."— What  is  to  be  underftood  by  that  affertion?  Can  there 
exift  in  law  any  diftindtion  between  a  pofTeffion  lawfully  acquired,  and  enjoyed  for  a, 
long  feries  of  ages,  and  an  abfolute  property  ?  Are  you  in  earneft,  when  you  maintain, 
that  poffeflions  which  have  been  legally  given  and  transferred  to  the  clergy  by  thofe  to 
whom  they  belonged,  which  have  been  by  them  put  into  a  ftate  of  cultivation,  im^roved^ 
and  rendered  worth  a  hundred  times  more  than  they  originally  were,  and  which  have  been 
confirmedtothembyall  thefovereigns  of  the  kingdom37 — Are  you  in  earneftnvhen  you  af- 

37  It  has  been  fhevvn,  in  former  parts  of  this  Hiftory,  that  the  original  grants  of  lands  to  many  of  the  convents 
were  nothing  lefs  than  a  favour  conferred  by  the  granters  on  the  grantees.  In  thofe  early  periods  of  the 
monarchy,  the  hands  that  could  be  devoted  to  the  purpofes-  of  hufbandry  bore  fo  fmall  a  proportion  to  the  land 
which  required  cultivation,  that  the  perfons  who  would  undertake  to  render  it  ufeful  did  effential  fervice  to  the 
ftate,  and  not  only  required  encouragement,  but  deferved  gratitude.  The  monks,  by  the  labour  of  their  own 
hands,  and  by  induftry  the  moft  ftrict  and  perfevering,  cleared  away  the  wood  by  which  the  lands  that  were  grant- 
«d  to  them  were,  in  general,  encumbered,  thereby  rendering  the  country  more  falubrious,  and,  removing  every 
impediment  to  cultivation,  extended  the  means  of  fubfiftance  to  the  community,  and  enlarged  the  fources  of  relief 
to  the  poor. — It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  conceive  a  tenure  more  refpeclable  and  facred  than  that  which  the  monks, 
thus  cireumftanced,  acquired  to  the  property  they  poffeffed  ;  and  juftice  extorts  the  affertion,  that  the  decree  which, 
tended  to  defpoil  them  of  that  property,  functioned  rapine,  and  juftified  theft. 
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fert  that  they  have  no  property  in  them  I  In  whom,  then,  has  the  property  vefted  dur- 
ing this  immemorial  pofleflion  ? 

«'  In  the  nation.1'' — That  is  to  fay  in  no  one  ;  for  what  belongs  to  every  body  belongs 
to  nobody.  The  founders  of,  and  benefactors  to,  convents  gave  their  eftates  with  a 
view  to  the  public  good  ;  but  they  did  not  give  them  to  the  public  ;  th<  y  devoted  them 
to  the  fervice  of  religion  and  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Tne  only  right  pofleffed  by  the 
public  is  that  of  feeing  that  they  are  not  mifapplied  ;  and  it  thofe  a£ts  by  which  the  pro- 
perty of  the  clergy  has  been  conveyed  from  age  to  age,  atter  having  be.n  deemed  invio- 
lable by  thoufands  of  generations,  could  be  fuddeniy  annihilated  by  your  w  U  alone,  can 
you  deny  thac,  in  that  cafe,  the  eftates  fhould  return  to  the  fource  whence  they  fprang, 
and  be  reftored  to  the  donors  or  their  heirs?  If  they  claimed  them,  what  plea  could  you 
poflibly  oppofe  to  their  pretenfions  ? 

"  Tbejlate  takes  upon  itfelf  to  fee  thct  the  purpofesfor  which  the  property  was  given  are 
*'  fulfilled,  The  poffefjions,  therefore,  devolve  to  the  fate  " — Such  was  not  the  will  of  the 
founders.  They  did  not  think,  like  you,  that,  by  configning  their  wealth  to  the  pub- 
lic treafury,  the  prior  purpofe  for  which  it  was  deftined  would  be  as  well  fulfilled,  as  if 
it  were  configned  to  the  church ;  and  ftill  lefs  would  they  have  thought  like  you,  could 
they  poflibly  have  forefeen  the  fyftems  and  innovations  which  you  wifh  to  fubflitute  for 
the  principles  and  creed  of  our  fathers. — Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  fufficient  that  they  dif- 
pofedof  their  property  in  a  different  manner,  to  prevent  any  kind  of  change  from  taking 
place  without  reviving  the  rights  of  their  fucceffbrs  in  preference  to  all  others.  Firft  to 
diipofleis.  and  then  to  confifcate,  is  to  add  injuftice  to  injultice ;  it  is  an  a£t  of  defpotifm 
more  odious  and  abiolute,  than  any  exertion,  however  arbitrary,  of  the  executive  power. 
Belides,  what  an  inconfiflency  is  it  to  defpoil  the  clergy  of  their  pofleflions  under  pretext 
that  a  corporation  cannot  have  any  property,  and  then  to  beftow  them  upon  the  flate,  as  if 
the  hate  were  not  alfo  a  collective  body  ! 

"  The  exiflcnce  of  an  ecclefiajlical  corporation,  pojfeffed  of  an  extenfive  revenue,  is  repug~ 
"  nant  to  thofe  principles  which  we  have  ejiabhfhedfor  the  formation  of  a  good  conjiitution. 
"  To  leave  it  in  pojjcjjion  of  that  revenue,  would  be  to  expofe  ourselves  to  the  danger  of  again 
44  bctuhng  beneath  the  yoke  of  defpotifm.'''' — This  then  is  the  true  motive  of  all  your  ui'ur- 
patio:is,  of  all  your  dtfttutStive  operations.  No  longer  feek  todifguile  it  beneath  the  trail- 
fparent  gauze  ot  lubtle  fcphiflry  Lay  alide  all  thefe  vain  lubterfuges,  which  are  no  longer 
fu  ciently  ipecious  to  impede  on  the  molt  fuperficial  minds  ;  ceafe  to  employ  the  word 
defpotifm,  which  w  s  never  applied  with  fo  little  juftice  as  to  the  reign  of  Lewis  tne 
Sixteenth.  According  to  you,  defpotifm  anJ  royalty  are  fynonymous  terms  ;  and  royalty 
is  the  objeil  of  your  periecutmnsi  it  is  that  no  force  may  remain  capable  of  defending 
that,  tnat  you  think  it  necefTury  to  annihilate  all  the  great  corporations ;   and  that,  a'ter 

defpoiling 


IjSg.]  LEWIS    TH-E    SIXTBENT'H'.  $2J 

defpoiling  them  of  their  pofTeflions,  you  no  longer  fcruple  to  rifk  the  deilrucSlion  of  the 
(late,  in  order  to  promote  a  fpeedy  fale,  that,  by  being  diflributed  among  a  number  of 
purchafers,  the  ufurpation  may  be  confirmed38. 

Your  real  object  (  you  cannot  deny  it)  is  to  deprive  the  clergy  of  all  hope,  and  to  effe£l 
its  ruin  ;  that  mud  be  the  end  which  this  dreadful  operation  is  meant  to  anfvver ;  that 
mufl  be  the  effecl  of  it.  But  what  in tc reft:  can  the  people  have  in  it  ?  What  advantage 
can  they  poflibly  derive  from  it  ?  You  are  conflantly  making  ufe  of  their  name,  but  what 
do  you  do  for  them?  Nothing — pofitively  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  your  proceed- 
ings tend  to  that  which  mull  inevitably  lead  to  the  exaction  of  new  imports.  You  have 
refufed,  to  their  prejudice,  an  offer  of  four  hundred  millions,  the  acceptance  of  which 
might  have  contributed  to  their  relief;  and,  in  lieu  of  this  refource,  you  have  adopted 
anunjuft  and  ruinous  meafure,  which,  according  to  your  own  confeflion  39,  burdens  the- 
public  treafury,  and,  consequently,  the  people,  with  an  additional  annual  expenceof  at 
leafl  fifty  millions,  and  with  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

Such  are  the  principal  obfervations  that  have  been  made  on  this  extraordinary  meafure^ 
and  from  thefe  the  following  inferences  have  been  drawn. 

The  property  of  the  clergy  mufl  be  regarded  as  deriving  its  fecurity  from  the  fame 
fource  which  gives  flability  to  all  other  pofTeflions  ;  and  if,  on  the  one  hand,  be  confider- 
ed  the  multitude  of  charters,  of  ancient  records,  and  of  authentic  titles,  which  had  fuc- 
ceflively  and  continually  functioned  the  pofTeflions  of  the  church;  and,  on  the  other* 
the  clofe  connection  which  fubfifled  between  the  prefervation  of  religion  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  maintaining  its  miniflers  from  a  fund  more  folid  than  a  falary  liable  to  be  affected 
by  every  fhock  to  which  the  public  treafury  was  expofed,  it  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that 
there  was  no  property  better  eflablifhed  in  point  of  right,  or  more  refpe&able  from  its 
application. 

But  the  mere  circumflance  of  its  being  a  property  was  fufEcient,  according  to  the  in- 

38  De  1'  Etat  tie  la  France,  prefent  et  a  venir;  par  M.  de  Calonne,  p.  93,  etfuiv. 
3*  The  committee  of  finances  fuppofed  that  the  poffeffions  of  the  clergy,  which  it  called  national  domains,  in-> 
eluding  the  domains  of  the  crown,  would  fuffice  to  defray  the  expences  of  public  worfhip,  in  their  prefent  reduced 
ftate ;  and  it  owned  that  it  would  coft  the  nation  fifty  millions  a  year  more,  for  the  penfions  of  ecclefiaftics,  friars, 
ice.  ice.  It  alfo  acknowledged  the  neceflity  of  paying  the  debt  of  the  clergy,  which  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
for  y-nine  millions,  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  livres. — The  report  made  by  the  committee  of  tythes, 
on  Che  ninth  of  April,  1790,  rated  the  expences  ftill  higher;  and  the  bifhop  of  Nancy  proved  at  the  time,  that  it  had. 
amii'ed  feveral  articles  of  indifpenfable  neceffity.  Although  the  falaries  of  the  prelates  and  other  minifters  of  reli- 
gion had  experienced  a  diminution,  exceflive,  and,  it  might  be  faid,  indecent,  it  was  maintained,  as  a  certainty,  that 
the  annual  produce  of  the  pofTeffions  of  the  clergy,  deduction  made  of  the  loffes  they  had  fuftained,  and  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  adminiftenng,  collecting,  &c.  which  would  be  enormous,  would  not  fuffice  to  pay  the  expences  of  public 
worfhip. — De  Calonne,  p.  96. 
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ftruftiom  of  their  conftituents,  and  according  to  the  decree  of  the'  National  AfTembly, 
.to  exempt  it  from  the  danger  of  invafion  ;  and  it  is  unpofTible  to  entertain  a  fenous 
doubt,  that  what  belonged  to  the  church,  what  it  had  acquired  under  the  authority  of 
the  laws,  what  it  had  poffefTcd  for  ages  without  difpute  and  without  interruption,  was  a 
.-property  daly  veiled  in  her,  fince  property  is  -defined  to  be— a  right  enjoyed  over  poffcjfions 
lawfully  acquired. 

It  has  been  fhewn,  that  a  moral  and  collective  body,  like  the  clergy,  was  competent  to 
•the  pofTeflion  of  landed  property.  This  is  evident,  too,  from  the  fubfequent  fale  of  the 
patrimony  of  the  church  to  the  municipalities.     . 

It  has  been  proved,  that  the  property  of  the  church  lands  was  neceflarily  verted  in  the 
clergy,  fince  it  was  vefted  in  no  other  proprietor,  and  the  public  could  only  claim  a 
•right  to  fee  that  it  was  not  mifapplied. 

The  pretence  that  the  clergy  could  not  be  proprietors,  becaufe  unable  to  fell,  has  been 
ihewn-tobe  frivolous  and  falfe;  on  the  contrary,  an  interdiction  to  alienate  fuppofes  a 
property,  which  it  muft  be  the  objett  of  that  interdiction  to  preferve. 

LaftLy,  it  has  been  lhewn,  that,  even  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  patrimony  of  the 
church  was  a  mere  right  of  enjoyment  vefted  in  the  clergy,  the  AfTembly  has  been  forced 
to  acknowledge  an  ufufrudtuary  property,  and  that  kind  of  property  was  comprehended 
in  the  inviolability  which  juftice,  which  the  inftru&ions  of  their  conftituents,  and  the 
new  conftitution  enfured  to  every  fpecies  of  property. 

One  other  argument  has  been  ufed — independent  of  the  queftion  of.prvperty—-to  de- 
monftrate  theinjuftice  of  the  feizure.  If,  as  has  been  aflerted,  there  were  a  hundred  and 
thirtv  thouland  ecclefiaftics  in  the  kingdom,  they  were  a  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
perfons  who  had  devoted  themfelves  to  the  church,  in  the  perfuafion— a  perfuafion 
founded  on  the  laws — that  the  church  had  poffeflions,  revenues  and  means  of  fubfift- 
ence,  to  distribute  among  its  minifters,  who,  in  the  hope  of  partaking  of  fuch  diftribu- 
t'un,  had-facrificed  their  liberty,  and  all  thofe  focial  advantages  which  they  had  a  right 
to  expect  ;  who,  being  entitled  to  regard  the  pofTeflion  of  a  bifhoprick,  an  abbey,  or  any 
other  benefice,  as  a  fafe  and  lawful  pofTeflion,  had,  in  confequence,  regulated  their  ex- 
pences,  their  a£ts  of  charity,  the  afliftance  they  could  affotd  to  their  friends,  and  the  im- 
provements they  could  make  in  thofe  lands,  of  which,  by  a  concurrence  of  the  fpiritual 
and  temporal  powers,  the  ufufru£f.  was  infured  to  th£m  : — it  has,  therefore,  been  afked, 
whether,  by  forcibly  taking  from  a  body  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tlvjufjnd  citizens 
the  conditions  annexed  to  the  ftate  they  had  embraced,  and  the  compenfaiion  tor  the  fa- 
crifices  they  had  made  ;  by  depriving  them  of  that  revenue  on  which  they  had  formed 
all  the  arrangements  of  their  lives,  and  by  reducing  them  for  the  future  to  rely  for  their 
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fubfiftence  on  precarious  falaries,  fome  of  them  amounting  to  one  half,  others  to  a  quar- 
ter, and  Others  to  a  tenth  or  twentieth  part  of  their  former  lawful  pofTeflions — the 
Affembly  was  not  guilty  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  a&s  of  injustice,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  violations  of  property,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  in- 
fractions of  the  public  faith  ? 

Had  the  property  of  the  church  been  proved  to  be  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the  folva- 
tion  of  the  ftate,  there  was  ftill  a  mode  of  proceeding  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Affembly  to  adopt,  and  which  would  have  enabled  them  to  avoid  a  great  part  of  the  in- 
juitice  of  which  they  were  now  guilty.  They  fhould  firft  have  accepted  the  four  hun- 
dred millions  offered  by  the  clergy,  and  then  have  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  finking  fund,  to 
which  all  the  benefices,  vacated  by  death,  fhould  have  been  appropriated.  This  gradual 
extinction  of  fuperfluous  benefices,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  would  have  enfured  them  a 
degree  of  credit  and  confidence  which,  by  purfuing  the  fyftem  they  had  adopted,  they 
were  never  able  to  obtain.  "  They  thought  themfclves  juft," — fays  a  contemporary 
writer—"  and  they  had  nothing  of  juftice  but  her  bandage" 

The  National  AflTembly  having  gained  its  point,  in  the  feizure  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
property,  difplayed  great  prudence,  management,  and  addrefs,  in  its  tranfadtions  with 
the  court  of  Rome.  The  holy  father  was  either  cajoled,  or  pretended  to  be  fatisfied, 
by  reiterated  proteltations  of  the  ftri£c  union  of  the  Affembly  with  the  pope,  as  head  of 
the  Chriftian  church,  in  all  fpiritual  matters  ;  as  well  as  of  their  fidelity  to  the  religion 
of  their  forefathers.  The  weaknefs  of  the  court  of  Rome,  the  age  of  the  pontiff,  with 
a  grievous  fenfe  of  the  humiliations  which  that  fee  had  of  late  years  experienced,  all  con- 
curred in  giving  a  femblance  of  currency  to  thefe  affu ranees  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  refinement  of  Italian  policy  was  fo  totally  exhaufted,  as  that  their  pur- 
port was  not  thoroughly  comprehended,  and  their  real  value  duly  eftimated. 

All  the  canons  of  the  kingdom,  as  we  learn  from  Rabaud,  had  entered  into  a  combi- 
nation, and  almoft  every  chapter  had  protefted,  againft  the  decree ;  and,  from  the  fame  au- 
thority, we  derive  the  intelligence,  that  the  prefs  now  took  an  entirely  new  direction, 
and  that  a  prodigious  manufacture  was  carried  on  of  pamphlets  and  periodical  publica- 
tions againft  government :  that,  as  it  was  well  known  that  books  had  confiderably  af- 
filed the  Revolution,  it  was,  therefore,  imagined  that  the  fame  inftruments  might  be 
fucceisfully  employed  in  bringing  about  a  counter-revolution:  that  the  ecclefiaftics  ex- 
pected to  dazzle  the  people  of  France,  byvcirculating  ten  times  as  many  volumes  againft 
the  National  Affembly  as  there  had  been  prbliQied  in  its  favour  ;  that  a  multitude  of 
printing  preffes,  both  within  and  without  the  kingdom,  were  devoted  to  this  pious  mer- 
chandize ;  that  all  the  different  kinds  of  ftyle  were  fummoned  to  aid  the  holy  caufe; 
poems,  fongs,  epigrams,  fatires,  tragedies,   were  written  againft  the  National  Affembly  » 
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againft  its  committees;  again  ft  its  mod  celebrated  members;  againft  the  city  of  Pnri3  \ 
afid  againft  the  national  guards,  who  were  mentioned  as  objects  of  fupreme  contempt. 
Pamphlets  fucceeded  pamphlets  with  a  rapidity  proportioned  to  the  age  that  engendered 
them40.  It  this  account  be  true,  it  would  feem  that  the  royalifrs,  who  were  ever  too 
late  in  all  their  attempts,  enterprizes,  and  defigns,  were  now,  when  it  was  of  no  life, 
feized  with  a  fp'trit  of  writing  and  publication,  which,  if  it  had  operated  in  due  time, 
might  have  produced  the  moil  beneficial  effe£ts  to  them  and  their  caufe. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved  that  this  account,  given  by  Rabaud,  but  ill  accords  with  thofer 
rcftraints  which  we  know,  from  indifputable  authority,  had  been  impofed  on  the  prefj. 
Both  the  abbe  Sabatier  and  M.  Mounier  mention  fpecific  inffcuiccs  of  the  operation  of* 
thole  reflraints,  which  perfonally  affecled  themfelves.  The  latter,  too,  in  affigning  his 
motives  for  the  refignation-of  his  feat,  after  enumerating  the  impediments  which  fubfift— 
ed  to  the  free  communication  of  his  opinions  in  the  Affembly,  fays — "  If  I  had  attempted 
'•  to  publifh  my  thoughts,  the  fame  ohftacles,  the  fame  inconveniences  prefented  them- 
" ■  felves.  No  printer  would  have  dared  to  work  for  me:  or  if  any  one  had  been  rafh 
"  enough  to  undertake  it,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  circulate  the  work.  All 
V  the  copies  would  have  been  immediately  feized  and  carried  .off;  for  men  who  reflect 
«<  know  very  well  what  is  to  be  underftood  by  our  modern  Liberty  of  the  Press  : 
"  they  know  very  well  that  it  gives  the  privilege  of  calumniating  and  infulting  with 
"  impunity  thofc  citizens  whom  the  factious  are  defirous  of  ruining  in  the  public  opi- 
<f  nion  ;  of  flattering  and  deceiving  the  multitude  ;  of  perfuading  them  that  every  thing 
««  ought  to  give  way  to  their  caprice,  and  that  they  ought  to  acknowledge  no  other  law. 
"  than  that  of  their  own  fupreme  wilL  This  liberty  of  the  prefs  permits  to  offend,  in 
"  infamous  libels,  morality,  the  altar,  and  the  throne ;  and  to  diffeminate  principles  the. 
"  mod:  falfe  and  dangerous  ;  but  it  does  not  permit  a  man  to  fpeak  the  truth,  when  by  fa 
"  doing  he  may  difflcafe  the  demagogues,  dif concert  their  views,  and  affc£l  their  inter  ejis  4r." 

The  parliaments,  who,  without  intending  it,  had  contributed  fo  materially  to  promote 
the   Revolution,  began  now  to  ftvudder  at  the  thoughts  of  impending  diffolution,  and. 

40  HiAory  of  the  Revolution,  by  Rabaud  de  Saint  Etienne,  p.  137,  138. ' 
41  Expofe  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  Mounier,  p.  35 — Another  inftance  of  the  freedom  eftablifhed  in  France  by 
the  Revolution,  is  alfo  adduced  by  Mounier.  He  fays — '*  I  faw  no  poffibility  of  conveying  my  fentimentsto  my  con- 
"  ftituents,  or  of  making  the  truth  reach  them  in  the  midftof  fo  many  lies  which  had  been  induftrioufly  circulate^ 
"  through  the  provinces.  Under  the  defpotic  fyftem,  the  agents  of  authority  were  fufpecled  of  carrying  their 
*'  wickednefs  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  to  betray  the  public  confidence  by  violating  the  fecrets  of  letters.  No  certain  proofs 
'•  of  this,  however,  fubfuted  :  but,  under  the  prefent  reign  of  anarchy,  nothing  is  facred  ;  virtue  alone  is  forced  to 
"  become  circumfpect,  while  crime,  proud  of  the  impunity  it  enjoys,  will  not  even  defcend  to  the  adoption  of  cau- 
"  tious  meafures.  It  is  known  that  deputies  have  received  letters  open,  on  which  were  written  the  name  of  the 
"  diftrift,  which,  in  its  profound  vvifdom,  and  in  virtue  of  its  abfolute  power,  had  thought  proper  to  break  the 
p  feals  and  read  them." 
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wanted  nothing  but  power  to  make  a  vigorous- effort  for  averting  the  fate  with  which 
they  were  threatened.  Thofe  of  Rouen,  of  Brittany,  and  of  Met%,  determined,  however 
unfavourable  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  might  be  to  fucb  an  attempt,  not  to  perifh  with* 
out  a  flruggle.  They  had,  accordingly,  the  boldnefs  to  proteft  againft  a  decree  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  paffed  on  the  fecond  of  November,  which  fufpended  them  from  the 
exercife  of  their  functions.  But  they  foon  experienced,  to  their  forrow,  how  different 
the  power  was  with  which  they  had  now  to  contend  from  that  which  they  were  wont 
to  infult  under  the  name  of  the  royal  authority.  They  were  forfaken  and  deferted  by 
thofe  towns  and  th-jfe  people  in  whom  they  repofed  the  greateft  confidence,  and  over, 
whom  they  fo  lately  held  the  moft  fupreme  afcendancy.  Their  fall,  to  which  they  fub- 
mitted  with  a  bad  grace,  vt  ..s  accelerated  by  this  fruitlefs  effort,  and  was  embittered  by 
thofe  laft  and  moft  galling  curies  of  fallen  ambition — contempt  and  derifion.  The  par- 
liament of  Bourdeaux,  which  flood  fingly,  held  out  much  longer,  and  was  much  more 
troublefome  than  the  other  three :  it  was,  indeed,  accufed  of  ufing  every  poffible  exertioa 
to  excite  an  infurrection  in  the  South, 

The  newly-created  municipalities  began  early  to  detract  from  the  fanguine  hopes 
which  had  been  formed  on  their  inftitution.  This  failure  of  defign,  or  misfortune,  was,, 
as  ufual,  afcribed  entirely  to  the  evil  machinations  of  the  ariftocrates,  who,  it  was  pre- 
tended, feeing  that  this  new  authority  was  the  firfl  degree  in  the  future  adminiftration, 
and  the  only  popular  power  at  that  time  exifting,  and  always  endeavouring,  by  diminu- 
tion or  divifion,  to  attain  the  power  of  deftroying,  ufed  all  their  influence  to  get  their, 
own  creatures  elected  into  thefe  authorities.  We  are  afterwards  told,  very  ferioufly, 
that  whenever  the  electors  had  been  thus  led  to  make  an  improper  choice,  they  became- 
victims  to  the  arts  of  their  enemies,  and  that  the  maffacres  which  took  place  in  certain* 
towns  of  the  kingdom  were  occafioned  by  evil-minded  municipalities42.  Thus  was  a 
party  ever  at  hand,  on  which  to  throw  the  odium  of  every  misfortune,  domeftic  or  fo* 
reign,  which  could  poffibly  befall  the  nation. 

As  it  was  neceffary  not  only  to  keep  the  people  awake,  but  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  agita- 
tion, the  moft  improbable  ftories  of  plots  and  confpiracies  were  circulated  with  incredi~ 
ble  mduftry.  One  of  the  popular  journals  afferted,  about  this  time,  that  a  young  lady 
of  condition  had  raifed  an  army  of  thirty-fix  thoufand  men,  to. bring  about  a  counter-* 
revolution,  and  that  fhe  exercifed  her  troops  in  a  very  private  apartment,  on  the  fifth  ftory, 
in  the  Rue  Mazarine. — Another  offered  to  prove  one  hundred  and  eleven  confpiracies,  all 
in  exiftence,  but  at  different  degrees  of  maturity.  Allthefe  journalifts  agreed  in  imputing 
the  calamities  and  crimes  of  the  times  to  the  ariftocrates ;  but  the  truth  is — fays  the  au- 
thor from  whom  this  intelligence  is  derived — that  the  nobles  did  nothing  either  good  or 

4»  Rabaud,  p.  138. 
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bad,  and  that  their  nullity  forrrcd  a  perfect  contrail  with  the  ferocity  of  the  Third 
Eftate. 43  The  fable  of  Vefoul  was  real. zed  at  Scnlis,  and  the  moit  atrocious  crime  of 
the  age  was  committed  by  the  hand  of  a  Plebeian.44 

The  king's  minifters  were  alfo  deemed  proper  objects  for  exciting  popular  difcontents. 
A  violent  outcry  was,  accordingly,  raifed,  and  a  number  of  charges  exhibited  againft  them, 
though  no  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them  to  the  point  of  triai  or  impeachment  If  fome 
of  thefe  charges  were  fo  loofe  and  indefinite,  that  thev  woulu  asexactly  fuit.inv  otner  body 
of  men,  as  thofe  againft  whom  they  were  particularly  directed,  it  is  to  be  oblerved,  that 
this  was  the  current  political  language,  both  in  writing  and  fpeaking,  and  the  eftabliihed 
fa/hion  of  the  times;  if  others  ot  them  feemrd  incomprehenliide  or  impoffible,  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  the  people  on  whom  they  were  intended  to  operate  were  much  more 
likely  to  be  fafcinated  by  thofe  things  which  weie  unintelligible  or  incomprehenfible, 
than  by  thofe  fimple  facts,  narrated  in  plain  language,  v\hich  come  home  to  every  man's 
underftanding. 

The  minifters  were  charged  with  ferving  the  caufe  of  the  diffaffectedby  their  inaction  ; 
and  it  was  urged,  that,  by  retarding  the  tranfm  rion  and  the  execution  o  the  new  laws, 
they  thereby  defignedly  prolonged  the  extitence  of  anarchy ;  indulging  tiiemfelves  in  the 
fondhope,  thatthe  people,  difgufted  with  continual  fcenesof  endiels  conmfion,  would  call 
loudly  for  the  old  government,  under  which  they  had  enjoyed  a  ftupid  tranquillity:  that, 
at  the  fame  time,  thefe  foes  to  liberty  had  infidioufly  created  afcarcity  of  grain;  that  they 
had  likewife  iniidioufly  created  a  fcarcity  of  fpecie  ;  and  that  they  had  inlidioufly  ;efufed 
to  give  employment  to  the  artifans,  in  the  hope  that,  every  clafs  of  men  becoming  di/latif- 
fied,  the  people  would,  at  length,  grow  weary  01  their  own  courage.  Thefe  were  among 
the  principal  charges  preferred  againft  the  minifters:  it  muft  always  be  recollected,  though 
it  feems  to  have  been  totally  forgotten  by  the  Iramers  of  thefe  accufations,  that  long  fince, 
and  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  all  prefent  and  future  adminiftrations 
were  rendered  directly  anfwerable  and  perfonally  refponfable  to  the  National  Aflemhly, 
for  every  part  of  their  conduct,  fo  that  neither  the  king's  name  would  afford  a  function, 
nor  his  exprefs  orders  a  j unification,  for  their  adoption  of  any  mealure  contrary  to  the 
fentiments  of  that  body  ;  even  fuppoftng  the  king  to  be  now  a  free  agent,  and  capable  of 
-rranfacting  any  bufinefs. 

The  charges  againft  the  moft  confiderahle  and  active  members  of  the  two  ruined  or- 
ders were  more  abundant  than  thofe  againft  the  minifters.     Thefe  malecontents  were  faid 

*i  Journal  Politique,  See.  tom.  ii.  p.  121 — 123. 
•*♦  At  Senlis,  a  foldieiywho  had  been  difcharged  from  the  national  troops,  fired  on  a  proreffion  of  the  citizens 
as  they  paffed  the  door  of  the  houfe  in  which  he  was.    A  number  of  perfons  immediately  rufhed  in  to  feize  the  cul- 
.prit,  when  the  houfe  blew  up,  and  no  lefs  then  fixty  of  them  were  killed,  and  a  great  number  wounded  by  the  ex- 
plosion, 
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to  be  difperfed  through  every  court  in  Europe,  and  were  faid  to  be  feconded,  in  the  great- 
er, part  of  them,  by  the  French  ambafTadors,  at  thofe  refpecYive  courts,  their  joint  endea- 
vours being  calculated  for  the  univerfal  difTemination  of  their  own  invincible  hatred 
againft  their  native  country:  that  in  thefe  courts  they  laid  the  foundation  of  a  general 
confederacy  of  all  the  powers  of  Chriftendom  againft  France  :  that  their  object  was,  to 
perfuade  the  feveral  monarchs,  that  their  caufe  was  the  caufe  of  kings,  and  that  it  be- 
hoved them  all  equally  to  unite  their  common  ftrength,  in  order  to  reftore  the  arbitrary 
authority  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth45.  Imprudent  men! — exclaims  Rabaud — who  never 
perceived  that  they  were,  at  the  fame  time,  teaching  Europe,  that  this  wasalfo  the  caufe 
of  nations !  The  fame  writer  proceeds  to  tell  us,  that  two  princes,  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge at  Turin,  aflembled  there  fome  of  the  gentry,  and  threatened  France  with  an  inva- 
sion by  the  way  of  Nice,  and  by  the  way  of  Savoy ;  and  had  fent  emiflaries  into  Pro- 
vence, to  Nifmes,  and  to  Lyons,  while  the  king  of  Sardinia  put  his  army  in  motion  011 
the  frontiers. — In  oppofttion  to  this  ftatement,  however,  it  muft  be  recollected,  how  to- 
tally unprovided  for  war,  or  even  for  any  degree  of  defence,  the  king  of  Sardinia  was 
long  after,  when  his  dominions  were  fo  violently  invaded  and  over-run  by  the  French  ; 
and  when  his^  moft  ancient  dukedom  of  Savoy  was,  fo  far  as  a  decree  could  give  perma- 
nence to  the  wrong,  for  ever  annexed  to  the  majefty  of  the  new  Republic.  The  laft 
charge  was  extremely  well  defigned,  and  could  fcarcely  fail  to  produce  its  intended  effecl:. 
It  was  to  this  purpofe — that  it  was  then  publickly  declared,  that  Paris  was  no  longer 
worthy  of  the  prefence  of  her  king  ;  and  that  Lyons  deferved  the  honour  of  being  the 
capital  of  the  empire. 

In  the  mean  time  the  animofity  between  the  democratical  leaders  and  the  nobles  who 
Hill  continued  in  the  Aflembly,  were  grown  fo  violent  and  inveterate,  that  duels  became 
frequent  between  the  enraged  parties;  and  as  the  laft  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword  in  the 
great  political  difputes  of  nations,  fo  here,  the  fmaller  political  differences  between  par- 
ties and  individuals  were  referred  to  the  fame  arbitrary  decifion.  And  as  it  has  been 
long  and  often  obferved,  that  a  change  of  condition  frequently  produces  a  great  change 
in  the  manners,  and  even,  apparently,  in  the  nature  of  men,  fo  it  feemed  now,  that  as 
the  democrates  had  already  ftripped  the  nobility  of  all  power,  intending  to  be  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs  in  every  thing,  they  meant  to  deprive  them  of  the  only  exclufive  claim  to  dif- 
tindYion  which  was  Hill  left  untouched,  and  which  they  had  pofTefTed  unrivalled  for 
fo  many  ages— that  of  a  decided  fuperiority  in  all  the  hardy  deeds  of  arms  and  chivalry. 

To  counterbalance  all  thofe  dangers,  real  or  fuppofed,  with  which  France  was  faid  to 
be  environed,  we  are  informed,  that  the  nation  at  large  was  unanimous  in  fupporting  the 
Aflembly:  that  its  table  was  covered  with  addrefTes  from  every  town  and  city,  expreflive 

4J  Rabaud,  p.  139,  149, 
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of  their  affection,  of  their  admiration,  and  of  their  gratitude  ;  promifing  it  three  millions 
for  the  defence  of  the  conftitution,  and  encouraging  it  to  perfevere  in  its  patriotifm46.-— 
It  might  eafily  have  hcen  imagined,  that,  with  fo  much  unanimity,  and  with  fo  prodi- 
gious a  mafs  of  ftrength,  which  has  in  no  degree  been  equalled  fince  the  days  of  Xerxes, 
they  had  little  caufe  to  be  apprehenfive of  either  foreign  invafion  or  domeftic  confpiracy ; 
and  yet  they  feem  to  have  been  tremblingly  alive  to  both. 

The  conduct  and  proceedings  of  that  AfTembly,  in-  which  was  now  vefted  the  whole 
power  of  the  empire,  under  thefe  circuraftances,  are  thus  defcribed  by  Rabaud,  in  his 
ufual  ilyle: — "  The  National  AfTembly,  occupied  in  parrying  thefe  attacks,  was  ftill  ad- 
••  vancing  with  great  ftrides,  trampling  upon  the  ruins  of  defpotifm,  combating  every 
**  prejudice,  difcomfiting  every  error,  making  war  on  every  abufe,  deftroying  ufurped 
•«  rights,  and  re-eftabli filing  that  precious  equality,  which  renovates  the  youth  of  na- 
"  tions,  and  regenerates  them,  by  reftoring  them  to  their  primitive  ftate  of  purity."— 
Some  cavillers  might  be  induced  to  afk,  How  that  equality  could  be  re-eftablifhed,  which 
rvever  before  fubfifted  ?  and  might  likewife  perverfely  enquire,  in  what  period  of  the 
golden  age  that  primitive  purity  exifted,  to  which  the  people  were  now  fo  happily  re- 
ftored?  But  it  might  well  be  anfwered,  that  fuch  men,  who  would  wi.fh  to  manacle  elo- 
quence, and  to  fhackle  flowery  defcription,  muft  be  by  nature  adverfe  to  the  beauties  of 
ftyle,  and  graces  of  compofition  ;  and  muft  likewife  labour  under  fome  fatal  prejudices,, 
which  would  lead  them  to  queftion  the  legitimacy  of  the  new  philofophy. 

It  is  rather  aftonifhing,  that  an  Aflembly  who  is  thus  reprefented  as  the  model  of  vin* 
tue  and  patriotifm,  fliould  not  have  paid  fo  much  regard  to  the  diftrefTed  fituation  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  have  difplayedfo  much  patriotic  difintereftednefs  as  to  have  refufed  to* 
add  to  the  embarraffments  of  the  ftate,  by  an  augmentation  of  the  national  expence.  Whila. 
were  at  Verfailles  they  had  come  to  a  decifion  that  every  deputy  fhould  receive  eighteen 
livres  .a  day,  as  wages  ;  and-firrce  their  arrival  at  Paris  they  had  encreafed  their  falary  tO' 
four-and-twenty  livres,  befides  being  paid  their  travelling  expences,  at  the  rate  of  five 
livres  per  pojie ;  and  by  the  fame  decree  they  authorifed  the  minifter  of  finances  to  pay 
each  deputy  fix  months'  wages.  Thus  did  the  reprefentatives  impofe  on  the  nation* 
a  ftanding  expence  of  feven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  day,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they*  , 
were  continually  enforcing  the  neceffity  of  the  ftri&eft  economy.  Their  proceedings* 
in  this  inftance,  forms  a  ftriking  contrail  with,  the. conduct  of  the. deputies  afTembled  in 
1614,  who,  as  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  did  not  receive  one  fingle  farthing  for  their 
&ivkeiV,     The.  labours  of  the  firft  year  of  the>  Revolution  was  clofed  by  a  decree, 

46  Raband,  p.  141. 
47  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  157.  Note.— Though  the  members  of  the  National  Affembty  had  ever  > 
Jtfplayed  the  greateft  anxiety  to  render  all  their  proceedings  as  public  as  poflible,  by  the  indifcriminate  admiflion  of 
ftrangers  into  their  hall,  in  this  inftance  they  preferred  the  fecrecy  of  a  committee,  in  which  every  thing  relating 
to  their  own  falaries  was  fettled  and  arranged.— D&es  not  this  eircumftance  feem  to  indicate  that  they  were  afhamed 
*£  the  bufmefs  i, 
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**  that  no  member  could  accept  of  any  place  in  the  miniftry  ;" — which  was  judiciouflyv 
though  unfuccefsfully,  oppofedby  Mirabeau;  and  by  the  irrevocable  union  of  the  ifland 
of  Corfica  to  the  French  nation,  as  a  conftituent  part  of  the  empire. 

A.  D.  1790.]  The  Aflembly  had  now  been  convened  eight  months,  and  the  few  fa- 
lutary  regulations  they  had  eflabliihed  were  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  infinite  confu- 
fion  they  had  created,  and  the  love  of  anarchy  which  they  had  been  the  means  of  diflemi- 
nating  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  pecuniary  embarrafTments  they  had  been  fo 
itrenuoufly  urged  to  remove  were  encreafed  in  a  confiderable  degree;,  peace,  order,. and 
juftice,  far  from  endeavouring  to  promote,  they  feem  to  have  confidered  as  fatal  obftruc- 
tions  to  the  accomplifhment  of  their  plans;  and,  inftead  of  commanding  the  admiration 
of  furrounding  ftates,  by  prefenting  to  their  view  the  noble  fpectacle  of  a  truly  philofo- 
phic  aflembly  of  legiflators,  deeply  imprefled  with  the  love  of  their  country,  influenced 
by  no  pitiful  confiderations  of  party,  and  difplaying  a  generous  anxiety  to  fettle  the 
conftitution  on  the  broad  bafis  of  public  good,  they  excited  the.  contempt  or  indignation 
of  every  reflecting  mind,  of  every  Jincere  friend  to  rational  freedom,  by  exhibiting  the 
difgufting  fight  ot  a  convention  of  frothy  fpeculators  and  bungling  irate- mechanics,  fk.il— 
led  only  in  the  paltry  vulgar  arts  of  demolition,  rejecting  the  folid  wifdom  of  experience, 
and  too  frequently  actuated  by  unworthy  motives  of  vanity,  intereft,  or  ambition.  The 
facility  with  which  the  minds  of  the  people  had  been  irritated  and  inflamed,  to  that  degree 
.as  to  render  them  fit  inftruments  for  the  execution  of  any  plan,  however  violent,  encou- 
raged fuch  members  of  the  Aflembly  as  wifhed  to  promote  diforders  to  have  again  re- 
courfe  to  that  bafe  and  degrading  meafure.  At  this  very  period,  when,  according  to  Ra- 
baud,  the  moil  fignal  virtue  and  patriotifm  weredifplayed  by  the  National  Aflembly,  the 
count  de  Marguerite  afferted  publickly  at  the  duke  de  Liancourt's  table,  -and  in  a  nu- 
merous company,  where  near  thirty  members  of  the  Aflembly  were  prefent,  that  a  revolt 
which  had  lately  taken  place  at  Toulon  had  been  infrigated  or  fupported  by  members  of 
that  body,  who  acted  therein  upon  the  principle — "  That  more  infurreftiom  were  necef- 
44  Jary  i"  an(*  this  extraordinary  charge  was  liftened  to  by  all  the  deputies  prefent,  with- 
out a  fingle  word  in  denial,  refutation,  or  excufe,  being  offered  by  any  of  them  4S. 

The  king,  whofe  title  of  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  after  his  removal  to  Paris,  had 
been  changed  by  the  National  Aflembly  to  that  of  King  of  the  French,  had,  with 
Tiis  family,  been  kept  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  confinement.  Though,  from  the  perufal 
of  Rabaud  and  other  democratical  writers,  it  would  not  appear  that  the  king  had  been 
at  any  time  under  the  fmalleft.  degree  whatever  of  reftraint  or  diftrefs,  yet  from  the  au- 
thority laft  quoted,  the  authenticity  of  which  admits  not  of  a  doubt,  we  learn,  that,  at 


4s  See  Young's  Tour,  p.  476. 
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ihc  beginning  of  this  year,  when,  it  being  near  three  months  after  the  proceffion  frorn 
Vcilailles,  it  might  be  fuppofed  tlie  violence  and  fufpicion  of  the  people  would  be  abated, 
a  body  of  eight  hundred  men,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  mounted  guard  every  morning 
at  the  Thuilleries:  that,  on  the  fourth  of  January,  the  writer  beheld  the  extraordinary 
fpedtaele  of  the  king  of  France  walking  in  the  gardens  with  fix  grenadiers  of  the  city 
militia  :  that  the  doors  of  the  gardens  were  kept  (hut  while  he  walked  in  them,  in  or- 
der to  exclude  all  perfons  but  deputies,  or  thofe  who  procured  admifiion-tickets,  from 
entering :  that  when  he  re-entered  the  palace,  the  doors  of  the  gardens  were  thrown 
open  to  all  perfons  without  diftinc"tion,  although  the  queen49,  with  a  lady  of  her  court, 
was  ftill  walking  in  them  :  that  that  fhe  was  likewife  attended  fo  clofely  by  the  Garde 
Bourgeoife,  that  (he  muft,  have  fpoken  very  low  not  to  be  overheard  by  them:  and  that 
even  the  dauphin,  who  was  at  work,  with  a  little  hoe  and  rake,  in  a  fmall  garden,  which 
had  been  railed  off  for  his  amufement,  was  not  without  a  guard  of  two  grenadiers 
upon  him  so. 

The  Affembly  felt  no  fmall  uneafinefs  at  the  ill  effect  which  the  confinement  of  their 
fovcreign  (however  it  was  attempted  to  be  denied  or  palliated)  produced  upon  the  public? 
opinion,  in  other  countries,  as  well  as  at  home  ;  and  of  the  ftrong  handle  which  it  af- 
forded to  their  enemies  for  calling  in  queftion  the  validity  of  thofe  laws  to  which  his 
fanction  was  extorted,  under  a  ilate  of  reftraint,  which,  depriving  him  of  all  free  agency, 
rendered  him,  by  the  laws  and  confent  of  all  nations,  incapable  of  any  legal  act,  or  of 
any  adl  that  could  be  binding  on  himfelf,  any  longer  than  the  compulfion  which  produced 
;t  continued  to  operate. 

The  removal  of  this  difficulty  was  juffly  confidered  an  object  of  the  highefr.  impor- 
tance ;  and  it  was  accordingly  determined  to  neglect  no  means  that  could  promote  its  at- 

**  Theutmoft  pains  had  been  taken  to  render  the  queen  odious  to  the  nation.  All  her  errors  and  frailties  were 
magnified  into  vices  and  crimes;  and  all  the  arts  of  malice  were  exerted  in  the  invention  of  calumnies  the  moffc 
foul  and  atrocious,  which,  were  circulated  throughout  the  provinces  with  wonderful  induftry.  She  was  firft  charg- 
ed with  the  impofiible  crime  of  having  procured  the  conftruftion  of  a  well-charged  mine  under  the  hall  of  the 
National  Affembly,  in  order  to  blow  the  ftates,  without  diftinftion,  at  once  into  the  air.  This  ridiculous  ftory  was 
not  only  verbally  propagated  throughout  the  kingdom,  but  a  letter,  afferting  the  faft,  and  faid  to  have  been  written 
by  one  of  the  deputies  to  the  States,  was,  at  about  three  hundred  miles  diftance  from  Paris,  publickly  avarred  by 
feveral  perfons  to  have  been  feen  and  read  by  them.  The  fact  was  believed  by  all  who  heard  it,  which  drew  the 
following  obfervation  from  Arthur  Young,  who  was  prefent  at  the  recital,  and  the  authority  given — "  Thus  it  is  in 
"  revolutions,  one  rafcal  writes,  and  a  hundred  thoufand  fools  believe."— The  fame  writer  was  expofed  to  confider- 
able  danger  from  a  fufpicion  that  he,  and  an  old  woman,  his  guide,  were  combined  with  the  queen  in  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  volcanic  rocks  and  mountains  of  Auvergne,  and  that  he  was  the  a&ing  agsnt  for  blowing  up  the  town 
of  Clermont:  at  another  time,  he  was  feized  in  bed  at  midnight  by  a  party  of  armed  militia,  on  the  very  fenous 
3nd  alarming  charge,  of  his  being  a  party  in  a  confpiracy  formed  by  the  queen,  the  count  d'Artois,  and  the  count 
d'Entraigues,  againft  the  territory  of  the  Vivarois.— Thefe  impudent  lies  were  but  the  commencement  of  the  infer- 
nal projea  which:  was  fyftematically  purfued,  until  its  final  accomplishment,  in  the  affaffination  of  that  unhappy 
jprincefs, 

i°  Yo'ons's  Tour,  p.  2*4;  265. 
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tainment.  It  could  only  be  accomplifhed  by  perfuafion,  and  the  facility  of  the  king's 
difpofition  feerrd  to  afford  no  fmall  hope  of  fuccefs,  in  any  thing  that  depended  on  that 
mode  of  proceeding  The  defign  was  to  induce  the  fovereign  to  go  fuddenly,  and,  ap- 
parently, of  his  own  mere  motion,  to  the  National  AfTembly,  and  there,  in  a  fet  fpeech, 
to  declare  himfelf  perfectly  fatisfied  with  all  their  proceedings;  and  like  wife,  that  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  as  being  at  the  head  of  the  Revolution*  in  terms  fo  explicit,  as  to  take 
away  all  idea  or  pretence  of  his  being  in  a  fbte  of  coercion  or  confinement.  La  Fayetts 
was  either  the  frame r  of  this  plan,  or  one  of  thofe  who  was  mod  fanguine  in  its  purfuit, 
and  who  placed  the  greateft  confidence  in  its  fuccefs. 

The  AfTembly  had  juft  difplayed  an  unexpected  act  of  liberality  and  attention  with 
refpect  to  the  king's  perfon,  which  could  not  but  produce  the  greater  effect  from  its  being 
unexpected  ;  and  which  could  not  fail  to  make  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  a  mind  fo  very  fuf- 
ceptible  of  gratitude  as  his  was  known  to  be.  For,  on  the  queftion  being  propofed,  juft 
at  the  opening  of  the  year,  what  annual  fum  it  would  be  proper  to  aflign  for  the  royal 
expencesand  fupport  of  the  houfhold,  or  what  is  ufually  called  the  civil  lift,  the  AfTem- 
bly, inftead  of  debating  the  fubject,  or  forming  any  refolution  on  the  queflion,  adopted 
the  liberal  meafure  of  fending  a  deputation  to  the  fovereign,  with  an  addvefs,  requeuing, 
that  he  would  himfelf  name  the  fum  that  would  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  and  pray- 
ing that,  in  fo  doing,  he  would  confult  lefs  his  fpirit  of  economy,  than  a  fenfe  of  that 
dignity  which  ought  to  furround  the  throne  with  a  becoming  fplendor.  The  liberality 
of  this  conduct  gained  the  AfTembly  great  credit,  and  brought  them  abundant  praife 
from  all  forts  of  people ;  the  mofl  furious  of  the  enrages  would  have  been  afhamcd  to 
condemn  the  generofity  of  the  action  ;  and  the  bittereft  of  their  enemies  among  the 
royalifls  found  it  difficult  to  refrain  from  fome  commendation. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  apparent  effect,  with  refpedt  to  other  matters,  which  thisi 
attention  fhewn  by  the  AfTembly  to  the  perfonal  eafe  and  dignity  of  the  fovereign  pro- 
duced on  his  mind,  he  totally  rejected,  and  continued  with  great  firmnefs  to  reject,  all 
the  perfuafions  which  were  ufed,  and  all  the  inducements  holden  out,  to  bring  about  his 
much  wifhed-for  vifit,  and  the  delivery  of  his  fpeech,  to  that  body.  This  obftinacy,  as- 
it  was  termed,  was,  as  ufual  in  all  cafes,  where  his  conduct  did  not  exactly  fquare  with 
the  wifhesof  the  prevailing  party,  afcribed  entirely  to  the  machinations  of  the  queen* 
who  was  thereby,  if  poffible,  rendered  more  odious  than  before. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  and  numberlefs  benefits  which  had  been  lavifhed  upon  the 
people  ;  notw  ^  (landing  the  remiffion  of  taxes,  or,  what  was  tantamount  thereto,  the  re- 
fufal  of  paying  thofe  that  were  not  remitted;  and  notwithftanding  thofe  innumerable  and 
unfpeakable  blefljngs  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  included  in  the  magical  term  of  regene- 
ration, yet  fuch  is  me  perverfenefs  at  certain  times  incident  to  the  affairs  of  mankindy 
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that  every  dial's  of  men  in  the  kingdom  was  the  direct  reverfe  of  being  happy,  profperous, 
or  contented.  There  were,  at  this  time,  above  fix  thoufand  landed  eftates,  a  great  num- 
ber of  them  very  confidcrable,  publickly  advertifed  for  fale  in  France,  and  fcarcely  a 
purchafer  to  be  found  upon  any  terms.  In  the  capital  trading  and  manufacturing  city  of 
Lyons,  fo  long  the  feat  of  induftry  and  opulence,  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  perfons 
were  fupportcd  and  fed  by  charity.  Things  were  no  better  in  Normandy,  where  the  fa- 
mous woollen-cloth  manufactory  at  Louviers,  which  was  fcarcely  equalled  in  Europe, 
and  where  the  celebrated  M.  Decretot  gained  fo  much  honour  by  the  unparalleled  beau- 
ty and  excellence  of  his  fabricks,  was  already  tending  faft  to  abfolute  ruin.  A  great 
cotton  manufacture,  at  the  fame  place,  was  ftill  in  a  worfe  ltate  than  the  woollen. 

There  were  not  many  circumftances  attending  the  Revolution  more  extraordinary,  or 
which  afforded  a  more  ftriking  inftance  of  the  degree  of  turpitude  and  atrocity,  to  which 
mankind,  under  the  dominion  of  certain  operating  caufes,  that  are  no:  always  obvious, 
nor  eafily  traced  to  their  fource,  is  capable  of  arriving,  than  the  conduct  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  'Verfailles.  That  place  had  been  indebted  for  itsexiftence  to  the  fovereign  ;  and, 
being  the  refidence,  for  more  than  a  century,  of  the  moft  magnificent,  expenlive.and  mu- 
nificent court  in  Chriftewdom,  as  well  as  of  all  the  firft  nobility  in  that  vaft  kingdom, 
had,  from  an  obfeure  and  ^paltry  village,  rifen  to  fuch  a  degree  of  confideration  and  opu- 
lence, as,  with  a  population  of  fixty  thoufand  perfons,  to  be  ckuTed  among  the  fecond- 
rate  cities  in  the  kingdom. 

Yet  this  people,  thus  originating,  growing,  thriving,  and  arriving  at  maturity,  who, 
for  more  than  a  century,  had  been  conftantly  fed  by  the  court,  had,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  his  troubles,  been  among  the  foremoft  of  the  prefent  fovereign's  moft  implac- 
able enemies,  extending  their  malevolence  to  every  part  of  the  royal  family,  and  feem- 
ing  emulous  to  exceed  the  Parifians  in  their  animofity  and  malice  SI.    'Like  them,  too, 

they 

51  A  contemporary  writer  thus  accounts  for  « the  mad  and  barbarous  conduit,  of  Verfaillesi"  It  was  only  an 
11  erroi  ami  a  faKe  calculation  on  a  point  of  intereft.  The  dread  of  a  bankruptcy  had  alarmed  every  body  It  was 
*'  confidered  as  certain,  by  the  numerous  valets  of  Verfailles,  that  the  king  was  a  worn-out  being,  anobfolete  word, 
"  a  mere  cypher,  and  that  nothing  but  the  nation,  that  is  to  lay,  a  novelty,  could  make  the  ftate  young  again,  dif- 
**  charge  the  ^lebt,  and  pay  Verfailles.  This  report  had  prevailed,  and  had  fortified  itfelf,  by  the  idea  that,  without 
"  Paris,  the  National  Affembly  could  do  nothing;  at  all  events,  therefore,  the  capital  muft  be  pleafed.  The  king, 
"  being  ill-advifed,  it  was  necelTary,  they  faid,  for  his  private  good  and  for  the  general  welfare,  to  exterminate  hi* 
"  court,  g:ve  him  a  Parifian  guard,  and  give  him  up  to  the  exclufive  direction  of  the  National  Affembly.  But  Ver- 
"  failles  only  underftood  hat  Paris  was  to  leave  a  guard  over  the  king,  and  not  that  me  was  to  carry  him  off,  never 
"  more  to  return  "-  Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  248,  249. — The  idea  of  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles  having 
been  deceived  by  the  Parifiaos.is  farther  confirmed  by  M.  Mourner,  who  tells  us,  that  they  were  very  much  aftoniih- 
ed  a;  the  proceflion  of  the  fixth  of  O  itober;  and  that  hey  then  began  to  difcover  that,  after  having  fought  for  the 
Pai. fians,  fnsy  were  deftined  to  p:iy  all  the  expence  of  the  war.  "  Tis  true" — fays  he — '•  the  Parifians  told  them 
u  eafy,fm  that  tlx  king  -would  cmc  back  again,"— Faits  relatifs  a  la  derniere  infurreclion,  p.  31. — The 
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they  had  conftituted  themfelves  fole  judges,  difpenfers  and  executors  of  the  laws;  fo> 
that  the  fame  men  being  judges,  accufers,  witnefTes,  and  executioners,  much  time  was. 
faved  in  all  criminal  profecutions.  It  remains,  however,  to  be  lamented,  that  this  ca- 
reer of  patriotifm,  in  purfuit  of  fummary  juftice,  was,  in  Verfailles,  productive  of  fome 
horrid  murders,  although  the  voice  and  approbation  of  the  people  gave  them  the  fancYion  of 
legality;  and  thefe  feemed  the  more  unlucky  as  they  occurred  in  private  family  cafes, 
where  no  party  or  political  caufes  could  have  any  concern* 

The  felicity  of  the  Verfaillians  received  a  mortal  blow  by  the  removal  of  the  court 
to  Paris.  By  that  they  not  only  loft  the  conftant  butt  and  object  of  all  their  amufe- 
ments,  along  with  the  delicious  pleafure,  fo  truly  gratifying  to  vulgar  minds,  of  infult* 
ing  fallen  inajefty ;  but  they  alfo  loft  their  eftablifhed  ground  and  pretext  for  riots  and 
tumults,  without  which  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  for  them  to  exift.  They  likewife  felt; 
with  inexpreffible  mortification,  that  they  had  inftantaneoufly  loft  all  their  paft  confe- 
quence;  that,  inftead  of  being  looked  up  to  as  competitors  in  all  deeds  of  renown  with 
the  proud  Parifians,  they  were  now  no  longer  either  named  or  thought  of;  while  the  vo* 
racious  capital,  having  robbed  them  of  the  king,  would  gorge,  itfelf  with  all  the  praife 
and  fame  appertaining  to  others* 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  difcontent,  and  with  fuch  inherent  difpofitions,  they  could  never 
want  pretences  for  riots  and  diforders;  the  deainefs  of  bread,  and  fcarcity  of  all  kinds 
of  provifions,  independent  of  all  the  other  grounds  of  complaint  which  ingenuity  could 
be  at  no  lofs  in  devifing,  afforded  an  ample  ftock  of  combuftible  matter  to  feed  the  rage 
of  an  inflamed  populace,  who  were,  at  the  fame  time,  peculiarly  agitated  by  a  hidden 
faurce  of  difcontent  which  they  could  not  avow,  but  which  did  not  operate  with  the  lefs 
force  from  its  being  concealed  ;  this  was  the  want  and  private  diftrefs  they  already  fore- 
ly  felt  in  their  families,  through  the  lofs  of  thofe  pecuniary  and  other  reliefs  they  con- 
ftantly  drew  from  the  court,  which  they  could  not  endure,  nor  would  fuffer  to  exift 
among  them,  at  the  time  that  it  was  affording  them  all  thefe  benefits.  From  thefe,  and 
other  caufes,  Verfailles  continued'in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  infubordination  and  diforder 
from  the  time  of  the  king's  removal  to  Paris  ;  but  this  ftate  of  things  was-fd  common, 
and  it  being  befides  a  generally  received  dodhine,  that  tumults  and  diforders  were  tire 
genuine  effects  of  patriotifm,  and  that  their  worft  confequences,  fuch  as  conflagrations 
and  maffacres,  were  the  natural  refult  and  legitimate  iffue  of  revolutions ;  while  fuch  . 
partial  evils  were  not  worth  confideration,  when  oppofed  to  that  immenfe  mafs  of  bene- 
fits by  which  they  were  produced  ;  under  all  thefe  circumftances  and  confiderations,  to- 


barfcarpus  adte  of  which  the  Verfailliana  were  afterwards  guilty,  were,  perhaps,  committed  with  a  view  io  convince 
she  Parifians  that  they  were  worthy  to  be  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  royal  family. 

gethes:  t 


440  HE  ION"    OF  [l79°- 

get  her  with  a  fenfe  of  their  pafl  ferviccs,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity  of  their  in- 
tentions, however  mifhken  or  unguarded  they  might  be  in  the  mode  of  expreffion,  the 
exorbitances  of  the  Verfaillians  paffed  for  a  long  time  without  any  particular  notice. 

It  happened,  however,  in  procefs  of  time,  that  the  National  Aflembly  became  ferioufly 
apprehenfive,  that  thefe  people,  whom  they  had  confidered  only  as  noify  and  riotous 
friends,  were,  after  all  their  intemperance  and  violence  on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion, 
become  fecret  and  dangerous  enemies.  In  fine,  they  became  to  be  confidered  as  no  bet- 
ter than  a  generation  of  plotters  and  confpirators,  and  were  ftrongly  fufpec"ted  of  a  cri- 
minality, which,  in  any  other  feafon,  and  with  refpecT:  to  any  other  nation  would  have 
appeared  incredible, — that  of  leaguing  with  the  ariftocrates  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
new  conftitution,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  a  counter-revolution.  About  the  feafon  of 
Chriftmas  thefe  fufpicions  and  charges  ran  fo  high,  that  nothing  was  talked  of  but  Ver- 
iaillian  plots  and  confpiracies ;  and  the  alarm  became  very  general.  One  of  the  ridicu- 
lous (lories  then  believed  and  circulated  was,  that  a  body  of  men  was  in  readinefs  to 
march  from  Verfailles  to  Paris,  in  order  to  murder  La  Favette,  Bailly,  Neckar,  and  fome 
other  popular  characters.  This  improbable  tale,  deficient  in  every  circumfhnce  which 
could  give  it  the  moft  diftant  appearance  of  credibility,  produced,  however,  the  effect  of 
occafioning  fome  confiderable  increafe  of  the  guards  in  Paris,  as  well  as  fome  alterations 
in  their  arrangement.  Another  much  more  probable  ftory  was,  that  a  great  number  of  the 
rabble  of  Verfailles  had  intermixed  with  their  brethren  at  Paris,  in  order  to  excite  them 
to  diforders  and  tumults.  All  thefe  plots,  like  fo  many  hundred  others  which  were 
hourly  difleminated,  came,  however,  at  length,  to  nothing  ;  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore Verfailles  and  its  inhabitants  were  funk  in  a  ftate  of  utter  oblivion. 

The  ingratitude  of  this  people  met  with  its  jufl  reward.  From  the  ftate  of  popula- 
tion, rank,  and  opulence  which  we  have  defcribed,  in  lefs  than  four  years  from  the  remo- 
val of  the  court,  Verfailles  was  fo  miferably  reduced,  that  a  more  wretched  and  beggar- 
ly town  was  fcarcely  to  be  found  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  France ;  while  want  and  dif- 
trefs,  operating  upon  a  proper  difpofition  of  mind,  rendered  the  inhabitants  fo  notorious 
for  (harping  and  impofition,  that  their  lodgings,  which  might  have  afforded  them  fome 
tolerable  means  of  fupport,  generally,  through  this  caufe,  remained  unoccupied,  al- 
though the  purity  of  the  air,  the  excellency  of  the  fituation,  the  quiet  and  filence  which 
reigned  there,  along  with  that  penfive  pleafure  which  moft  men  derive  from  contemplat- 
ing the  ruins  of  fallen  greatnefs,  would  otherwife  have  rendered  it,  both  to  natives  and 
foreigners,  one  of  the  moft  delightful  places  of  retirement  that  could  any  where  be 
found. 

The  populace  of  Paris,  notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the  late  law  againft  riots,  and 
»the  terrors  to  be  apprehended  from  the  difplay  of  the  bloody  flag,  began  to  give  ftrong 

indications 


I79O.]  LEWIS     THE     SIXTEENTH.  4.4.I 

indications  of  their  difpofition  to  renew  their  ufualcourfe  of  tumults,  about  the  very  time 
that  their  neighbours  of  Versailles  were  fo  feduloufly  forcing  themfelves  into  notice, 
and  had  excited  fo  much  fufpicion  and  trouble.  Whether  a  real  fcarcity  now  began  to 
prevail  in  the  metropolis,  or  whether  thofe  who  deemed  more  infurreclions  necejfary  had 
again  recourfe  to  the  creation  of  an  artificial  famine,  which  had  already  proved  but  too 
fuccefsful  in  the  promotion  of  tumults,  the  price  of  bread  was  one  of  the  affigned 
caufes  for  thefe  movements  among  the  Parifians,  whoinfifted  that  this  efTential  article  of 
life,  without  any  regard  to  the  price  of  grain,  or  to  any  other  of  thofe  circumftances 
which  have  a  neceflary  influence  over  the  markets,  fhould  be  unalterably  fixed  at  Paris, 
at  the  very  low  rate  of  two  fous  per  pound.  The  reafonablenefs  of  this  demand  cannot 
but  appear  very  finking,  when  it  is  known,  that  the  Parifians  were,  at  this  time, Tup- 
plied  with  bread  at  a  rate  which  would,  ceteris  paribus,  prove  an  expence  or  lofs  to  the 
nation  of  two  and  twenty  millions  of  livres  a  year. 

But  the  Parifians  felt  another  caufe  of  difcontent,  which  operated  much  more  grie- 
voufly  upon  their  imaginations  than  the  price  of  bread,  however  grievous  that  might  ap- 
pear. The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Chatelet  had  given  the  greateft  offence  to  the 
body  of  the  populace.  That  court,  having  been  conftituted  by  the  National  Aflembly 
a  temporary  judicature,  for  the  trial  and  punifhment  of  all  treafons  againft  the  nation, 
had,  accordingly,  proceeded  through  what,  in  England,  would  be  called  a  courfe  of  ftate 
trials.  They  began  their  procefs  with  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  the  commander  of  the 
Swifs,  whofe  life,  as  has  been  before  fhewn,  was  with  fo  much  difficulty  faved  from  the 
fury  of  the  Parifians.  They  accordingly  watched  the  iflue  of  this  trial  with  the  fame 
kind  of  anxiety  as  hungry  wolves  experience  when  waiting  for  their  prey  ;  (till  flattering 
themfelves  that  the  court  would  not  dare  to  acquit  a  man  whom  they  had  fo  long  and  fo 
often  condemned  ;  and  warmly  hoping,  that  fo  long  and  painful  a  ceflation  from  adtion 
and  amufement  as  they  had  now  endured,  would  be  clofed  by  a  fportive  holiday,  on 
which  the  baron's  mangled  carcafe,  dragged  in  proceffion  through  the  ftreets,  and  his 
head  exalted  on  a  pike,  would  renew  a  pleafing  remembrance  of  all  their  part  triumphs. 

During  his  trial,  the  baron  difplayed  a  degree  of  compofure,  firmnefs,  and  refolution, 
which  aftonifhed  the  beholders;  and  repelled  the  accufations  preferred  againft  him  with 
fuch  judgment  and  fpirit,  that  the  court  could  not,  either  with  regard  to  juftice,  or  to 
their  own  character,  poflibly  avoid  acquitting  him  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  fuprcme 
contempt  which  he  fhewed  for  any  danger  that  might  accrue  from  a  due  difcharge  of  his 
military  duties,  feemed  to  over-awe  even  his  enemies.  It  is,  however,  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  Swifs  cantons  took  fo  fpirited  a  part  in  behalf  of  their  perfecuted  commander, 
that  it  was  thought  the  National  Aflembly  did  not  wifh  matters  to  be  carried  to  extre- 
mity againft  him  ;  fo  that  the  violence  of  the  mob  was  poflibly  the  greateft  danger  which 
rhe  had  to  apprehend. 
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Although  the  court  had  not  yet  pronounced  fentencc,  yet  every  boly  being  now  con* 
vinced  of  his  acquittal,  nothing  could  exceed  the  rage  and  indignation  of  the  difappoint- 
ed  populace,  who  confidered  the  boafted  benefits  of  the  Revolution  as  nothing  but  de- 
c  :ptions,  it  tii  -  majefly  of  the  people  were  to  be  thus  flagrantly  infulted,  and  their  au- 
thority grolsly  invaded,  by  attempting  to  drip  them  of  their  inherent  right  of  fummary 
and  executive  juft fee.  They,  accordingly,  determined  to  force  the  prifon  in  which  Be- 
7.tnval  was  confined  by  the  Chatelet,  and  to  exhibit  in  hisperfon  a  memorable  and  bloody 
inltance  to  mankind  of  that  inexorable  juftice  fey  which  they  were  guided,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  Should  not  be  prevented  nor  diverted  by  any  laws  or  by  any  authority. 

The  twelfth  of  January  was  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  glo- 
rious defign  ;  and  the  expectations  and  cruel  hopes  of  the  rabble  were  rifen  to  the  higheSl 
point  at  which  they  were  capable  of  arriving.  But  they  had  loft  many  of  thofe  advan- 
tages which  had  contributed  to  their  fuccefs  in  their  paft  conflicts  with  the  court,  and 
were  now  watched  with  a  degree  of  vigilance  that  almoft  precluded  the  poflibility  of 
furprize.  Bailly,  La  Fayette,  the  National  ASfembly,  and,  in  a  word,  every  part  of  go- 
vernment, became  mafters  of  the  whole  defign,  before  it  could  be  carried  into  execution  ; 
and  all  adopted  fuch  meafures  as  feemed  beft  calculated  for  its  prevention  or  defeat.  La 
Fayette  acted,  upon  this  occafion.  with  great  vigour,  diligence,  and  effect;  but  one  circum- 
stance in  his  conduct  excited  great  furprize,  and  afforded  no  fmall  room  for  fpeculation:  this 
was  his  placing  the  fecurity  of  Paris,  and  the  prefervationof  her  tranquillity,  in  the  hands 
of  that  very  militia  who  had  before  refufed  to  repel  the  violence  of  their  fellow- citizens, 
the  mob;  inftead  of  entrusting  them  to  the  regular  Standing  forces,  who  received  conftant 
pay,  and  of  whom  the  late  French  guards  formed  fo  confpicuous  a  part.  Nothing  could 
be  more  flattering  to  the  militia  than  this  distinction  and  mark  of  unlimited  confidence* 
in  a  cafe  of  fo  much  fuppofed  danger  ;  they  accordingly  acted  their  part  inimitably  well  ; 
but  nothing  could  be  a  more  galling  affront  to  the  regular  troops  than  this  preference 
given  to  men  whom- they  defpiied. 

Though  the  immediate  defigns  of  the  populace  were  thus  overthrown,  yet  the  capital 
continued  in  a  State  of  ferment  and  difbrder  for  two  or  three  days.  Cabals  and  meetings 
were  continually  taking  place,  and  all  the  paft  indications  of  mifchief  were  renewed,  and 
feemed  to  appear  in  Stronger  colours  than  ufual.  The  Verfaillians  were  again  fuppofed 
formidable,  and  thoufands  of  them  were  faid  to  be  mixed  with  the  Parifians.  Mifchiefs 
of  every  kind,  and  accompanied  with  every  degree  of  horror  and  ruin,  were  generally 
txpeited  ;  and  even  thofe  who  were  beft  informed,  conceived  fome  great  and  dreadful 
event  to  be  near  at  hand.  The  ariftocrates  were,  as  ufual,  charged  with  being  the  au- 
thors of  this  evil,-  in  their  endeavours  to  carry  off  the  king,  and  to  bring  about  a  coun- 
ter-revolution. It  would  only  have  expofed  a  Stranger  to  mockery  or  fufpicion,  if  he 
had  attempted  to  Shew  the  glaring  improbability  of  a  coalition  or  alliance  fo  monftroue 

and 
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and  unnatural,  as  that  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed  between  the  royalifts  and  the  rabble 
of  Paris  or  Verfailles,  who  feemed,  by  fome  inherent  inftinct,  deftined  to  be  their  mor- 
tal and  implacable  enemies.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was  openly  faid  on  all  fides,  that  the 
king's  life  would  be  the  immediate  facrifice  to  any  attempt  to  refcue  his  perfon  ;  and 
that  the  whole  royal  family  would  probably  perifh  at  the  fame  inftant.  All  foreigners, 
who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  former,  and  even  very  late,  character  of  the  people, 
were  aftonifhed  at  the  coolnefs  and  indifference  with  which  the  immolation  of  the  Sove- 
reign, in  fuch  a  circumftance,  was  publickly  talked  of  in  all  companies,  from  the  higheft. 
to  the  loweft,  as  an  act  which  of  courfe  mufl  take  place. 

In  the  mean  time,  La  Fayette  and  his  militia,  by  a  well-timed  exertion  of  vigour,  ex- 
tinguished the  combuftion  in  Paris.  He  fuddenly  furrounded  at  night,  a  body  of  ele- 
ven hundred  of  the  mutineers,  who  were  aflembled  in  the  Champs  Elyfees,  two  hundred 
of  whom  he  made  prifoners,  and  fo  terrified  the  reft  that  they  feemed  to  think  themfelves 
fortunate  in  efcaping  with  their  lives.  On  fearching  the  prifoners,  they  were  found  to 
be  well  provided  with  powder  and  ball,  made  up  into  cartridges,  but  not  a  fingle  mufket 
was  to  be  feen  in  the  whole  party.  This  put  a  flop  for  the  prefent  to  nocturnal  meet- 
ings, as  well  as  to  riots  by  day.  Yet  fuch  was  the  genius  of  the  time  for  the  fabrication 
of  plots,  for  the  difcovery  of  myfteries  in  the  moft  common  and  obvious  occurrences, and 
for  the  belief  of  the  moft  incredible  fables,  that  this  was  ftill  infifted  upon,  and  that  by 
men  neither  deftitute  of  knowledge  nor  information  in  other  refpedts,  to  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a  grand  ariftocratical  plot,  deeply  laid  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  and 
prefent  government.  A  troublefome  quefiion,  however,  ftill  remained  to  be  folved,  who 
thofe  immediate  inftruments  of  the  plot,  thofe  actual  riotors,  were  ?  With  the  evidence 
of  two  hundred  prifoners  before  them,  this  feemed  a  queftion  eafily  anfwered  ;  but  it 
would  be  too  much  to  fuppofe  the  patriotic  Parifians  the  authors  of  fuch  a  crime  ;  and 
as  to  the  Verfaillians,  befides  that  they  had  borne  their  full  fhare  of  reproach  already, 
they  were  too  near  neighbours  to  bear  the  whole  burden  of  infamy.  In  this  difficulty, 
the  term  of  Brigands,  which  had  already  anfwered  fb  excellent  a  purpofe,  in  deftroying 
the  feats  of  the  nobility,  luckily  occurred  ;  but,  as  if  queftions  multiplied  in  proportion 
as  they  were  refolved,  it  ftill  remained  to  be  anfwered,  whothefe  Brigands  were?  If  they 
were  men,  like  others,  and  not  totally  imaginary  beings,  their  exiftence  might  furely  be 
identified  with  eafe.  The  only  folution  that  could  be  found  to  this  queftion,  was  the 
fuppofition  that  they  were  compofed  of  Germans  and  other  foreigners,  who  had  come  to 
Paris  for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  tumults,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  this  in- 
comprehenfible  plot. 

Bezenval  being  acquitted,  and  departed  in  fafety  from  Paris,  the  Chatelet  now  ven- 
tured upon  a  tafk  which  before  would  have  feemed  pregnant  with  infinite  danger — the 
trial  of  the  prince  of  JLambefc,  the  marefchal  Broglio,  and  fome  others  of  thofe  principal 
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fugitives  who  had  long  been  accufecl  of  that  fuppofed  plot,  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  city 
of  Paris,  and  of  the  National  Aflembly,  for  governing  the  kingdom  entirely  by  the 
fword,  and  placing  the  monarch  in  a  ftate  of  more  unlimited  defpotifm,  than  even  the 
worft  of  his  predeceflbrs  had  pofTefTed  or  attempted,  and  which  had  laid  the  bafis  of  the 
Revolution  in  the  preceding  month  of  July,  as  well  as  of  all  its  fubfequent  confequences, 
to  the  prefent  day.  As  the  event  of  thefe  trials  feemed  to  include,  in  no  fmall  degree, 
the  grand  qutftion  on  the  neceflity,  juftnefs,  or  fitnefs  of  the  Revolution,  which  derived 
its  birth  from  this  pretended  plot,  fo  no  caufe  could  be  more  interefting,  or  tend  to  raife 
public  expectation  to  a  greater  height  ;  and  the  feveral  parts  of  it  had  been  fo  long,  fo 
often,  and  fo  peremptorily  repeated  and  afTerted,  that  it  was  fuppofed  fuch  a  body  of  evi- 
dence as'  nothing  could  refift  or  controvert,  would  now  be  adduced  in  its  fupport.  But, 
to  the  inexpreffible  aftoni  foment  of  every  body,  excepting,  perhaps,  thofe  who  were  in 
the  immediate  fecret  of  things,  no  evidence  beyond  conjecture,  inference,  vague  reports, 
nnd  hearfay  converfations,  appeared  on  the  fide  of  the  profecution  ;  fo  that  the  plot  was 
ftill  involved  in  its  original  obfeurity,  and  Broglio,  with  the  other  fugitives,  were,  of 
courfe,  to  the  great  difcontant  of  the  Parifians,  acquitted  of  the  crime  of  lezc-nation. 

To  reconcile  or  account  for  the  various  contradictions  and  inconfiftencies  which  ap* 
pear  in  the  conduct  and  actions  of  men,  will  ever  be  found,  in  many  cafes,  a  matter  of 
extreme  difficulty.  Although  this  bufinefs  undoubtedly  flood  foremoft  in  "point  of  im- 
portance of  all  thofe  which  had  been  prefcribed  to  the  cognizance  of  the  Chatelet,  yet 
has  it  been  furmized,  and  that  not  on  weak  grounds,  that  the  principal  rulers  were  ex^» 
tremely  averfe  from  having  it  brought  forward  ;  indeed  they  could  not  but  wifo,  that  the 
weaknefs  which  now  appeared  in  foefTential  a  point,  through  the  total  failure  of  all  evi- 
dence in  its  fupport,  foould  not  have  been  thus  expofed  to  all  the  world.  It  was,  pro- 
bably, imagined,  that  this  was  an  affair  which  bore  fuch  ftrong  appearance  of  danger,  on 
whatever  fide  it  was  examined,  that  the  Chatelet  would  not  venture  to  meddle  with  it; 
and  it  was  pommy  intended,  that  no  great  apology  foould  be  required  to  juftify  the  omif- 
iion.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Chatelet  foon  became  an  object  of  conftant  abufe  with  the 
democratical  writers,  and  was  treated  with  a  coldnefs  and  indifference  by  the  Aflembly, 
which  ftrongly  indicated  that  its  new  powers  were  not  likely  to  be  lading. 

It  would  feem  as  if  this  ftate  of  things  produced,  in  one  inftance,  a  difpofition  to  tem- 
porize, and  accommodate  matters  to  the  occafion,  in  that  court,  which  ill- accorded  with' 
the  high  character  of;  honour  and  inflexible  integrity,  which,,  through  a  long  courfe  of 
part  years,  it  had,  in  defiance  of  power,  fo  juftly  merited,  and  fo  often  nobly  fuftained. 
This  was  in  the  cafe  of  the  marquis  de  Favras,  who  was  accufed  of  having,  formed  a  plot 
for  aflaffinating  fome  of  the  leading  patriots,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  accomplifo- 
ment  of  a  fcheme  for  promoting  a  counter-revolution,  and  carrying  off  the  king.  The 
evidence  againft  him  was  fo  weak  and  defedtiye,  that  it  has  been  compared  with  that 

which 
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which  has  heretofore  been  received,  and  brought  fo  much  difgrace  upon  the  courfe  of 
legal  juftice  in  England,  in  thofe  unfortunate  periods  of  her  hiftory,  when  Titus  Oates 
and  fimilar  villains  were  allowed  to  flourifh,  and  fuch  men  as  Jefferies  were  the  difpen- 
fers  of  our  laws.  Favras  was  condemned  and  executed;  and  this  unfortunate  man  was 
generally  confidered  as  a  victim  deftined  to  be  a  peace-offering  to  the  Parifians ;  in  the 
vain  hope  of  reconciling  them  to  the  lofs  of  thofe  others,  on  which  their  defire  was  much 
more  ftrongly  fixed. 

Monfieur,  the  king's  brother,  to  whofe  houfhold  Favras  had  formerly  belonged,  finding 
himfelf  publickly  accufed,  by  the  populace  of  Paris,  of  being  concerned  in  the  plot  ; 
and  the  editor  of  a  democratic  paper  having  had  the  audacity  to  affert  that  a  loan  had 
been  actually  negociated  in  his  name,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  money  towards  the  exe- 
cution of  theconfpiracy,  thought  it  neceffary  to  repair  to  the  Affembly  ofthereprefenta- 
tives  of  the  commons  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  he  addreffed  them  in  a  fpeech,  in  which, 
after  noticing  the  audacious  calumnies  that  had  been  advanced  to  his  prejudice,  he  faid, 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  a  citizen  of  Paris,  to  come  into  the  midit.  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  in  order  to  explain  the  nature  of  his  connection  with  the  marquis  de  Favras. 
He  then  told  them,  that  having  occafion  for  a  fum  of  money  to  defray  the  expence  of 
his  houfhold,  Favras  had  offered  to  procure  him  two  million  (about  eighty-three 
thoufand  pounds  fterling)  from  the  Dutch  bankers  ;  which  offer  he  accepted,  and  figned 
bonds  to  that  amount.  He  expreffed  his  conviction,  that  it  would  not  be  expected  he 
fhould  juftify  himfelf  from  any  participation  in  an  enterprize  fo  infamous  as  the  confpi- 
racy  in  queflion  ;  that  his  public  conduct,  and  his  well-known  fentiments,  would  place 
him  above  all  fuch  fufpicions ;  he  had  always  maintained  that  the  authority  of  the  king 
ought  to  be  thebafisof  nationalliberty,  as  national  liberty  was  the  firmed  fupport  of  the 
king's  authority. — He  next  wrote  to  the  Affembly,  to  apprize  them  of  the  flcp  he  had 
deemed  it  neceffary  to  take;  when  it  was  propofed  to  refer  the  matter,  for  immediate 
confideration,  to  the  Committee  of  Refearch  ;  but  this  propofal  was  over- ruled,  on  the 
fuggeftion  that  it  would  be  more  refpectful  to  regard  the  honour  of  the  king's  brother 
as  incapable  of  being  injured  by  the  breath  of  calumny.  The  matter  was,  therefore, 
difmiffed. 

It  was  a  curious  circumfbnee,  and  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Chate- 
let,  in  the  condemnation  of  Favras,  inftead  of  anfwering  the  end  propofed,  was  equally 
reprobated  and  condemned  by  both  parties;  and  that  that  court  was  overwhelmed  with 
fuch  torrents  of  reproach,  rufhing  from  all  quarters,  as  it  had  never  before  experienced, 
in  the  courfe  of  its  exiftence.  Convinced,  as  they  undoubtedly  were,  of  its  juftnefs, 
the  judges  did  not  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  reproach,  but  feemed  defirous  of  retriev- 
ing their  character  by  the  vigour  with  which  they  profecuted  the  enquiry  after  the  au- 
thors of  the  plot,  murders,  and  intended  maffacre  of  the  fixth  of  O&ober;  being  thofe 

worthy 
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••worthy  -citizciiSf  who  had  been  reprefcnted  by  the  democratical  writers  as  totally  inno- 
iv:>t  or"  all  crime,  and  as  acting  purely  in  their  own  defence.  Not  content,  however, 
with  this  infiance  of  independence  and  fpirit,  as  if  it  were  to  afford  a  demonftration  that 
the  love  of  jullice  was  the,  only  operative  motive  of  their  actions,  they  entered  deeply  and 
with  the  utmofl  earneflnefs  into  that,  evidently,  tnoft  critical  and  dangerous  bufinefs,  an 
enquiry  into  the  conduct,  defign*,  and  proceedings,  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  of 
Mirabeau,  who  acting  apparently  as  his  inftrument,  was  in  fact  the  framer  of  every- 
thing that  ftiewed  genius  in  his  plans,  and  that  went  beyond  cunning  in  his  projects.  It 
required  no  inspiration,  nor  even  much  fagacity,  to  have  feen,  that  whether  thefe  en- 
quiries came  within  the  letter  of  their  instructions  or  not,  they  could  not  at  all  ac- 
cord with  their  fpirit  and  defign*1;  and  were  widely  different  from  the  purpofes  to  which 
that  court  owed  its  temporary  institution.  They  were,  however,  permitted  to  proceed 
to  a  certain  decent  and  confiderable  length  in  this  important  investigation  ;  until,  at 
length,  becoming  too  troublefome,  bringing  matters  to  light  which  it  was  the  intereft  of 
the  factious  demagogues  to  involve  in  darknefs,  and  the  prefei  vation  of  thoie  appear- 
ances which  had  operated  to  their  inftitution  being  no  longer  neceilary,  their  powers 
were  fuddenly  withdrawn,  their  enquiries  left  unfinifhed,  and  the  Chatelet  was  for 
ever  laid   by. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king's  firmnefs  in  rejecting  the  propofed  viiit  and  coalition,  was, 
through  means  or  motives  which  have  not  been  made  public,  at  length  overcome.  It  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  could  be  totally  indifferent  to  the  menaces  againft  his  life 
which  were  continually  thrown  out  in  cafe  of  any  attempt  to  refcue  his  perfon,  (an 
event  that  might  poffibly  take  place,  without  his  knowledge  or  concurrence,  in  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  temper  and  difcontent  which  prevailed  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the  nation); 
andconfidering  his  remarkable  affection  for  the  queen  and  his  children,  whofe  lives,  he 
knew,  hung  by  the  fame  thread  with  his  own,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  but  he  was  as  deeply 
effected  on  their  account  as  his  own.     Perhaps  the  reprefentations  that  were  made  to 


s*  A  contemporary  writer  obferves — "  This  trial  is  not  dans  le fins  dela  Revolution;  the  king  is  the  only  French- 
"  man  in  his  dominions  who  cannot  hope  to  have  juftice  done  him."  M.  Mirabeau  pretended  that  it  was  the  object: 
of  the  Chatelet  to  make  ufe  of  his  name,  in  order  to  bring  the  Revolution  to  trial ;  (ajaire  It  paces  a  la  Revolu- 
tion).— Mirabeau  termed  the  offici  il  information  filed  againft  him  by  the  attorney-general  a  libel. — The  fame  writer 
fays—."  It  will  be  found  that  this  trial  begun  by  the  Chatelet  was  nothing  more  than  a  bugbear  (epouvantail)  em- 
"  ployed  by  La  Fayette  as  a  check  upon  the  Lameths,  the  Barnaves,  the  d'A'guillons,  the  Mirabeaus,  and  all  the 
"  Orleans'  faction.  A  great  number  of  proofs  and  depefitions  has  therefore  been  facrificed  to  them  j  but  they  will 
"  one  day  re-appear,  when  the  hour  of  vengeance  fhall  have  arrived.  I  muft  alfo  remark,  that  the  fpecies  of  mon- 
H  fter,  called  Coupe-Tele  inceffantly  paraded  the  ftreets  and  public  places  of  Paris,  during  the  trial.  He  publickly 
"  declared  that  be  ran  no  rifk,fi>  long  as  Mirabeau  remained  in  the  ^ffembly." — Indeed  Mirabeau  was  fo  well  convinced  of 
<c  his  ability  to  render  the  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  ineffectual,/  that  he  boldly  afferted  in  the  National  Affem- 
i>ly,  that  the  witueffes  would  fly  fooner  than  the  parties  accufed.— Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn,  iii.  p.  9*1  93,  94. 
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him,  of  the  good  confequences  it  would  have,  as  to  the  general  welfare  anil  tranquillity 
of  the  kingdom,  might  have  operated  as  another  powerful  motive. 

Whatever  were  his  motives,  the  king  appeared  fuddenly  at  the  National  Aflembly,  or». 
the  fourth  of  February,  where  he  complained  of  the  attempts  which  were  made  to  fhake 
the  bafis  of  the  new  conftitution,  and  declared  it  to  be  his  defire,  that  it  ihould  be  uni- 
verfally  known,  that  the  monarch  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  were  united; 
that  their  wifhes-were  the  fame  ;  that  he  would  defend  that  conftitutional  liberty,  the 
principles  of  which  the  general  wifli,  in  concert  with  his  own,  had  confecrated  ;  and 
that,  conjointly  with  the  queen,  he  would  early  form  the  heart  and  the  fentiments  of  his 
fon,  for  that  new  order  of  things,  which  the  circumftances  of  the  empire  had  introduced 
and  l'anctified S3. 

As  foon  as  the  king  was  withdrawn,  the  AfTembly  voted  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  him-; 
and  perceiving  at  once  the  deep  difmay  and  confirmation  with  which  this  unexpected  mea- 
fure  feemed  nearly  to  overwhelm  the  minority,  they  inftantly  determined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  their  confufion  andaftonilhrnent,  and  immediately  ifTued  a  decree,  which,  in  that 
itate,  none  had  the  courage  to  oppofe,  and  by  which  every  member  was  obliged  to  take 
the  new-devifed  civic  oath,  under  the  penalty  of  being  excluded  from  giving  his  vote  on 
any  occafion.  This  teft  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they  had.  reafon  for  conceiving  it 
would  prove  effectual  in  purging  the  AfTembly  of  moft,  if  not  all  of  thofe,  whofe  names 
or  countenance  they  no  longer  wanted,  and  whefe  company  they  no  farther  wilhed  to  he 
troubled  with.  The  Aflembly  then  decreed  a  general  addrefs  to  the  provinces,  reminding 
them  of  all  it  had  done  for  the  fake  of  public  liberty,  laying  before  them  what  it  pro- 
pofed  farther  to  do,  and  holding  out  proper  reafons  and  arguments  to  prepoflefs  them 
"  againft  thofe  unfavourable  impreflions  which  evil-minded  pcrfons  were  endeavouring 
"  to  create  amongft  them54." 

By  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  which  certainly  betrayed  an  extreme  facility  of  dii- 
pofition,  and  a  moft  ardent  defire  to  promote  the  re-eftablifhment  of  tranquillity  and  or- 
der, the  king,  without  gaining  one  new  friend,  loft  many  of  the  old,  and  much  of  the 
confidence  and  confideration  which  he  held  with  all.  The  Aflembly  had  lately  paffed  a 
decree,  by  which  all  perfons,  of  whatever  religion,  were  declared  eligible  to  all  offices 
and  employments  of  the  ft-ite  ;  and  by  another  decree  they  abolifhed  that  feudal  princi- 
ple, which  attached  infamy  to  the  defcendants  of  perfons  executed  for  crimes;  a  princi- 
ple originally  founded  on  excellent  motives,  the  hope  and  expectation  of  preventing,  by 
the  influence  of  honour  and  family-affecltion,   the  commiffion  of  crimes,  but  daily  be- 

53  Rabaud,  p.  141.  54  Idem,  p.  142, 
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coming  more  inefficient  as  the  times  became  more  corrupt,  and  therefore  highly  proper 
to  be  abrogated,  as  it  made  the  innocent  fuffer  for  the  vices  of  the  guilty,  without  any 
adequate  return  for  fuch  a  departure  from  the  common  rules  of  juftice. 

The  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  violence,  which  ftill  prevailed  in  the  provinces,  and  which 
was  evinced  in  the  execution  of  fummary  juftice,  fo  highly  gratifying  to  the  mob,  in, 
various  places,  and  in  the  plunder  and  deflru6lion  of  many  of  the  remaining  feats  of  the 
nobility,  induced  the  Aflembly,  in  addition  to  the  riot  a£t  before  noticed,  to  pafs  a  decree, 
which  made  the  municipalities  refponfible  for  every  damage  which  might  come  from 
riotous  aflemblies  of  the  people  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Aflembly  next  refumed  the  affairs  of  the  clergy,  a  bufinefs  which  they  juftlycon- 
fidered  of  the  higheft  importance,  as  their  eftates  and  property  were  to  fupply  that  pledge 
and  fecurity  which  were  to  be  offered  to  the  nation  for  the  difcharge  of  their  debts,  as 
well  as  to  make  good  the  current  deficiencies  which  arofe  from  the  failure  of  payment 
of  the  remaining  taxes,  and  the  total  lofs  of  the  moft  productive,  which  had  been  gener- 
ally repealed. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  February  they  fupprefled  all  monaftic  eftablifhments  for  ever, 
and  confifcated  all  their  lands,  allowing,  however,  the  prefent  friars  and  nuns  to  con- 
tinue in  the  obfervance  of  their  monaftic  vows,  granting  them  a  fmall  ftipend  for  their 
fubfiftence;  and  to  the  nuns  the  privilege  of  not  being  removed  from  the  convents  they 
occupied,  without  their  own  confent  and  free  choice. — We  are  far  from  (landing  forward 
as  advocates  for  a  monaftic  life,  fully  fenfible  of  the  abufes  to  which  fuch  inftitutions 
are  expofed,  and  of  the  inconveniences  which  muft  neceflarily  refult  from  them,  we  fhould 
have  been  the  firft  to  commend  any  rational  attempt  at  improvement,  or  even  fuppref- 
fion.  But  to  attack,  by  force,  thofe  rooted  prejudices,  which  were  imbibed  from  educa- 
tion, and  confirmed  by  habit ;  to  tear  the  hoary  reclufe  from  his  long-loved  (hades  of  re- 
tirement, and  throw  him  on  the  bufy  theatre  of  life,  where  the  conftant  purfuitof  far  dif- 
ferent occupations  haddifabled  him  from  playing  his  part  ;  to  take  him  from  a  fituation, 
in  which  he  was  exempted,  by  an  ample  revenue,  from  the  neceflity  of  directing  his  at- 
tion  to  fublunary  concerns,  unlefs  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  his  fellow- creatures, 
(with  the  means  for  which  it  fupplied  him),  in  order  to  place  him  in  one  where  the  pi- 
tiful fubfiftence  allowed  him  by  his  plunderers  muft  neceflarily  impel  him  toftudyallthe 
little  arts  of  economy,  and  to  (hut  his  ears  againft  thofe  forrows  which  he  was  no  lon- 
ger able  to  foothe  by  his  charity — to  do  this,  and  to  expofe  him  likewife  to  the  con- 
tinual temptations  which  the  world  holds  out  to  violate  thofe  foleirm  oaths  from  which 
their  efforts  to  abfolve  him  were  impious  and  vain,  was  to  exert  a  fpecies  of  authority 
as  unwarrantable  and  atrocious  as  any  the  annals  of  defpotifm  exhibit. 

Had 
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Had  the  National  Affembly,  in  this  inflance,  been  fwayed  by  motives  of  ftate  policy 
•-—and  very  powerful  motives  does  ftate  policy  afford  to  the  difcouragement  of  monaftic 
inftitution3 — they   would  have  proceeded  in  a  very  different  manner;  they  would  not 
have  begun  by  the  fubverfion  of  laws  which   long  prescription  had  rendered  refpectable ; 
they  would  not  have  dared   to  abollJJ)  thofe  fabrics  which  the  piety — miflaken  piety  in- 
deed ! — of  their  anceftors  had  railed  ;  they  would  have  acted  with  a  moderation  and  pru- 
dence more  fuitable  to  the  motives  by  which  they  were  influenced.     It  might  probably 
have  been  wife  to  prevent  the  reception  of  any  new  noviciates,  and  perhaps  to  have  left 
it  to  the  option  of  every  monk,  either  to  purfue  that  courfe  of  life  to  which  he  was  ac- 
cuftomed,  or  to  quit  his  convent,  and  mingle  with  the  world,  with  a  penfion  adequate  to 
fecure  his  perfect  independence.     In  that  cafe,  at  the  death  of  a  friar,  his  portion  of  the 
monaftic   revenue  might  have  been  applied  to  the  efe  of  the  ftate — provided  no  heirs  of 
the  original  benefactors  to  the  convent  appeared  to  claim  it — and  thus  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  without  violence,  without  cruelty,  and  without  injufiice,  every  rational  pur- 
pofe  of  improvement  would  have  had   its  full  effect ;    and  the  monaftcries,  at  length, 
have  been  totally  fuppreffed.     But  the  National  Affembly  did  not  even  profefs  to  be 
guided  by  any  fuch  motives:  relying  folely  on  the  authority  they  had  ufurped,  in  ex- 
prefs  contradiction  to  the  inftructions  of  thofe  from  whom  they  derived   their  political 
€xiftence,  they  boldly  avowed  their  rapacious  intentions ;  and  only  attempted  to  juftify 
this  violent  feizure  of  property  over  which  they  had  no  legal  controul,  by  the  neceflity 
of  removing  incumbrances  which  they  themfelveshad  contributed  to  augment. 

By  this  arbitrary  and  unjuft  proceeding,  they  drew  down  upon  themfelves  the  male- 
dictions of  thoufands,  whofe  bleflings  they  might  eafily  have  fecured  ;  not  only  the  im- 
mediate objects  of  their  perfecution  muft  have  imprecated  vengeance  on  their  heads,  but 
the  numerous  beings  who,  from  their  vicinity  to  the  fuppreffed  monafteries,  experienced 
their  beneficial  influence  ;— friends  to  the  poor,  the  monks  difpenfed  their  charity  with  a 
liberal  hand  ;  the  beft  of  landlords,  their  lofs  muft  be  bitterly  deplored  by  their  weeping 
tenants,  who  have,  doubtlefs,  felt,  and  feverely  too,  their  change  of  mafters  ;  for  a  com- 
munity can  never  have  fo  many  motives  to  oppreffion  as  individuals  ;  and  the  monied  men, 
into  whofe  hands  the  greateft  part  of  the  ecclefiaftical  property  was  moft  likely  to  fall, 
are,  of  all  descriptions  of  men,  the  moft  difpofed  to  avarice,  tyranny,  and  extortion. 

As  the  bufinefs  of  the  clergy  was  now  brought  nearly  to  a  conclufion,  at  leaft  with 
refpect  to  fact,  though  not  entirely  as  to  time,  we  fhall  purfue  it  to  the  end.  In  the  Suc- 
ceeding month  of  April,  the  Affembly  completed  their  plan.  They  voted  away,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  prior  refolution  of  November,  all  the  territorial  poffeffions  of  the  church, 
deftining  them,  in  general,  but  not  Specific,  terms,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
They  affigned  to  the  ecclefiaftics,  in  return,  certain  fixed  penfions,  barely  fufficient  for 
their  exiftence ;  although  not  in  any  degree  fuitable  to  their  paft  habits,  condition,  or 
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modes  of  living,  many  of  them  being  of  the  firft  families  in  the  kingdom,  and  long  ac- 
cuftomej  to  affluence.  The  Affemhly,  likewife,  at  this  time,  began  to  iffuc  to  the  credi- 
tors of  the  flate  a  new  kind  of"  paper-money,  under  the  name  of  affignations,  that  is 
dffignats,  on  the  confifcatcd  lands  of  the  church,  which  were  to  be  the  general  fecurity 
for  all  the  paper  thus  iflued.  Hence  originated  that  inundation  of  Aflignnts  which  have 
fince  deluged  France  and  the  neighbouring  countries;  and  which  have  excited  the  af- 
tonifiiment  of  Europe,  through  the  extraordinary  exertions  which  they  have  enabled 
her  to  make. 

This  paper  currency  was  iflued,  chiefly,  to  fatisfy,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  demands 
made  upon  them  by  the  CaiJJe  d' 'Efcompte.  The  fpoil  of  the  church  was  now  become 
the  only  refource  of  all  their  operations  in  finance;  the  vital  principle  of  all  their  poli- 
tics. It  was  necedary  by  all,  even  the  moft  violent,  means,  to  put  every  individual  on 
the  fame  bottom,  and  to  bind  the  nation  in  one  guilty  intereft  to  uphold  this  act,  and  the 
authority  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  done.  In  order  to  force  the  moft  reluctant  into  a 
participation  0/  their  pillage,  they  rendered  their  paper  circulation  compulfory  in  all  pay- 
ments. The  general  tendency  of  their  fchemes  to  this  one  object,  as  a  centre,  and  a 
centre  from  which  afterwards  all  their  meafures  radiate,  is  a  circumftance  that  deferves  the 
minuteft  attention.  All  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  the  fudden  introduction  of  a 
paper  currency — foon  fwelled  to  the  enormous  amount  of  fifty  millions  fterling — may 
be  enfily  imagined,  and  have,  indeed,  been  ably  depicted  by  men  highly  competent  to 
judge  of  its  effects.  Neckar  exerted  his  utmoft  influence  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a 
meafure. which  he  confidered  as  equally  deftructive.  of  public  credit  and  public  conveni- 
ence. But  the  plan  was  too  deeply  laid  to  be  eafily  fruftrated  :  to  facilitate  the  fale  of 
ecclefiaftical  plunder,  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  thofe  rafh  demagogues,  whole 
pernicious  meafures  required  the  moft  extenfive/  fupport.  Every  purchafer  of  church 
property  muft  naturally  deem  his  tenure  precarious,  and  muft  know  that  the  only  fecu- 
rity he  could  poflefs  muft  be  derived  from  the  National  Affembly,  whofe  decrees,  there* 
fore,  he  became  interefted  to  fupport.  Hence  numbers  of  new  partizans  was  enfured, 
and  "  a  fyftem  of  tyranny  upheld  by  a  fyftem  of  plunder."     v 

Mirabeau  ftiled  this  robbery  of  the  church,  and  the  confequent  fale  of  its  property, 
for  the  promotion  of  which  the  new.  paper  currency  was  created,  un  tnftmment fur  et  aftlf 
de  la  Revolution  ;  judging  it  effential  to  the  fafety  of  the  new  goverment,  that  the  mem-  . 
hers  of  thofe  corporate  bodies  who  had  been  deprived  of  their  offices,  and  plundered  of 
their  wealth,  fhould  be  "  depouille'es  aujji  du  momdre  rayon  d'efperance'''" — It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  this  man,  who  had  fo  lately  published  a  fevere  Philippic  againft  the  em- 
peror, Jcfeph  the  Second,   for  the  injuftice  of  his  claim  on  the  Scheldt,  and  in  which  h&, 
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particularly  reprobated  his  conduct  with  refpe£t.  to  the  plunder  of  the  monafteries  and, 
convents  in  the  Low  Countries,  had  now,  in  fo  fhort  a  period  of  time,  fo  totally  depart- 
ed from  the  fentiments  which  he  then  avowed,  that,  through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
prefent  bufinefs,  he  was,  on  every  occafion,  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  determined  leader  in, 
or  fupporter  of,  all  the  violent  proceedings  carried  on  againft  the  French  clergy.     The 
following  quotation  from  the  treatife  above  mentioned  v/ill  ferve  to  illuftrate  this  con- 
duct, as  well  as  to  juftify  the  obfervation  : — "  The  internal  revolutions  which  the  em- 
"  peror  has  effected  in  his  dominions  have  been  greatly  applauded;  but  what  a  number 
"  of  objections  might  be  brought  againft  thefe  eulogiums  !    at   leaft,  the  panegyrifts  of 
'«*  Jofeph  the  Second  ought  to  tell  us  what  juftice  they  find  in  driving  a  citizen  from  the 
"  profeflion  which  he  has  embraced  under  the  fanclion  of  the  laws.     I  will  tell  them 
**  plainly,  that  there  is  as  much  injujlice  in  expelling  a  friar  or  a  nun  from  their  retreat,  as 
*«  in  turning  a  private  individual  out  of  his  houfe.     Defpife  the  friars  as  much  as  you  will, 
"  but  do  not  perfecute  tliem  ;  but  above  all,  do  not  rob  them  ;   for  we  ought  neither  to  per- 
*•'  fecute  nor  rob  any  man,  from  the  avowed   atheift  down  to  the  moft  credulous  capu- 
♦'  chin56." — So  much  do  men's  fentiments  vary  with  circumftances,  even  in  queftions  of 
right  or  wrong,  of  juftice  or  injuftice  !    queftions  which  it  might  be  fuppofed  did  not 
admit  of  any  change  of  opinion. 

Notwithftanding  the  immediate  difmay  produced  by  the  late  act  of  the  king,  in  ap- 
proving of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  National  AfTembly,  and  in  difclaiming  and  repro- 
bating all  meafurcs  purfued  in  his  favour,  the  ruined  privileged  orders  foon  recollected 
themfelves,  and  inftead  of  finking  under  that  unexpected  blow,  feemed  in  a  little  time  to 
acquire  frefh  activity  and  new  vigour,  from  a  check  which  had  at  firft  thrown  them  into 
fuch  vifible  confirmation.  For  though,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  both,  they  wifhed  to 
make  their  own  caufe  common  with  that  of  the  crown,  in  every  attempt  for  the  recovery 
of  what  was  loft,  or  the  prefervation  of  what  remained  of  their  natural  rights,  yet  they 
confidered  their  own  diftinct  interefts  as.  being  of  too  great  a  magnitude»  and  too  imme- 
diate an  importance,  to  be  facrificed  to  the  weaknefs,  errors,  or  fears,  of  their  harafftd 
imprifoned  fovereign. 

In  this  ftate  they  naturally  directed  their  attention,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  their  own 
refugee  princes  at  the- court  of  Turin,  with  whom  they  maintaineda  clofecorrefpondence, 
particularly  from  the  Southern  provinces;  but  thefe  ruined  princes,  who  were  beholden. 
to  ftrangers  for  inciter  and  fubfifience,  could  afford  no  other  means  of  fupport  or  afiift- 
ance  than  the  little  which  might  poilibly  be  derived  merely  from  their  names  and  rank';  . 
while  this  fource,  weak  and  confined  as  it  would  have  been  at  beft,  was  ftiil  farther  nar- 
rowed, and  reduced  almoft  to  nothing,  but  the  peculiar  unpopularity  in  which  the  raiii-  . 

3*  See  Mirabeau's  "Doubts  concerning  the  free  Navigation  of  the  Scheldt,"    Englifh Translation,  note  tap.  j6o. 
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nefs  and  imprudence  of  the  count  d'Artois  had  very  unfortunately  involved  that  prince. 
The  alarmed  and  diftreffed  nobility,  however,  did  not  reft  here;  they  are  faid  to  have 
been  inceffant  in  their  applications  to  all  the  neighbouring  continental  powers  for  their 
interference  in  delivering  their  king,  and  in  aflifiing  toeftablifh  in  their  wretched  country 
iome  juft  and  equitable  form  of  government,  which,  under  the  fanclion  of  a  limited  and 
well-regulated  monarchy,  might  put  an  end  to  the  prefent  horrid  fcene  of  confufion  and 
anarchy,  while  it  afforded  liberty  of  perfpn  and  fecurity  of  property  to  every  order  and 
clafs  of  the  people. 

But  it  happened  unfortunately,  with  refpedr.  to  the  caufe  of  the  diftrcfled,  that  Europe 
feldom  has  been,  through  a  long  courfe  of  years,  in  a  date  let's  capable  of  affording  the 
fuccournow  demanded,  or  in  which  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  the  difpofitions  of  the  fove- 
reigns,  were  lefs calculated  for  undertaking  any  enterprise,  than  at  the  prefent.  The  mad 
ambition  of  the  emperor  Jofeph,  under  the  influence  of  the  everlafting  power  and  vail 
delignsof  Ruflia,  to  which  he  became  fo  wretched  a  dupe,  befides  the  ruin  and  fpirit  of  re- 
volt which  it  fpread  through  his  own  extenfive  dominions,  had,  in  no  fmall  degree,  de- 
ranged the  general  fyftem  of  European  politics ;  for,  while  feveral  ftates  were  watching 
with  apprehenfion  and  dilmay,  the  dreaded  evils,  which  the  farther  prog  re  fs  and  fuccefsof 
the  dangerous  combination  between  thefe  two  mighty  empires  were  capable  of  producing; 
while  all  fpirit  of  adventure  was  thus  effectually  reftrained  in  the  centre  and  North  of 
Europe  ;  the  court  of  Spain,  fo  clofely  united  in  blood  and  alliance  with  the  king  and 
government  of  France,  was,  at  this  critical  feafon,  when  the  exiftence  of  the  great  and 
parent  ftock  of  the  Bourbon  line  was  more  than  at  flake,  raoft  induftrioufly  involving 
himfelf  in  a  ridiculous  fquabble  with(England,  and  was  wantonly  and  blindly  rufhing  into 
a  conteft  which  fhe  was  totally  incapable  of  fuftaining.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, the  king  of  Sardinia,  befides  his  being  by  nature  a  peaceable  prince  totally  in- 
difpofed  to  war,  was  not,  from  theftate  of  his  finances,  of  his  army,  of  his  fortreffes,  or  of 
any  of  the  leading  requifites  to  fuch  a  decifion,  in  any  condition  to  hazard  the  experi- 
ment, even  fuppoling  that  his  own  difpofition  had  prompted  him  ever  fo  flrongly  to  the 
ineafure. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  itfo  happened,  that,  fcarcely  in  any  age,  ancient  or  modern, 
whether  among  refined  or  half-civilized  nations,  any  fimilar  body  of  men,  fo  fuddenly 
involved  in  the  moft  pitiable  ftatejof  degradation  and  ruin,  ever  excited  fo  little  fympathy, 
or  ever  met  with  fo  cold  and  forbidding  a  reception,  as  the  French  nobility  experienced, 
upon  this  occafion,  in  all  the  neighbouring  countries.  They  were,  almofl  without  ex- 
ception, every  where  beheld  with  prejudiced  and  malignant,  rather  than  a  kind  and  bene- 
volent, eye;  and,  even  while  they  yet  poffefled  money,  found  it  difficult  to  procure 
ihelter. 
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But  the  overweening  confidence,  the  haughty  and  imperious  language,  with  the  precipi- 
tate determinations  of  the  National  Aflembly,  were  fully  competent  to  the  creation  of  ene- 
mies abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  who  might  otherwife  have  been  friends,  or  at  leaft,  indif- 
ferent fpectators.  In  their  rage  for  the  total  overthrow  and  abolition  of  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  they  had  paid  as  little  regard  to  the  rights  and  interefls  of  foreigners,  as  they  had 
done  in  all  cafes  with  refpedt.  to  thofe  of  their  own  nobility  and  clergy.  The  duke  of 
"Wirtemberg,  the  prince  of  Deuxponts,  with  many  other  German  princes,  both  fecular 
and  ecclefiaftical,  held  great  pofTeflions  in  Alface,  and  other  provinces,  which  France  had 
heretofore  wrefted  from  the  empire  in  the  days  of  its  troubles  anddiftrefs,  and  which  thefc 
princes  held  by  the  fame  original  tenure  that  they  did  their  other  eftates  more  immediate- 
ly at  home.  Thefe  feveral  diftri&s,  with  all  the  ancient  rights  appertaining  thereto, 
were,  in  the  year  1648,  after  the  forcible  transfer  of  paramount  dominion  by  arms  had 
already  taken  place,  farther  fecured,  confirmed,  and  guaranteed  to  the  poffeflbrs,  in  the 
ftrongeft  manner,  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  to  which  France  herfelf  was  a  contract- 
ing party,  and  from  which  alone  ihe  could  derive  any  legal  title  or  claim  to  the  provinces 
in  queftion,  of  which  thefe  fmaller  fiefs  compofed  a  confiderable  part.  Yet  thefe  rights, 
lb  authentically  confirmed  and  guaranteed,  had  been,  without  the  fmalleft  explanation 
or  ceremony,  totally  fet  afide  andfubverted,  by  the  fimple  decree  of  a  new  body  of  men, 
who  had  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  moft  unlimited  power  of  deftrudYion,  while  a  cap- 
tive king,  in  violation  of  treaties  by  which  he  was  perfonally,  and  his  country  through 
him  dire&ly  bound,  and  in  dire £1,  contradiction  to  his  own  opinion  and  advice  publickly 
communicated  to  that  body,  was  compelled,  moft  unwillingly,  to  give  his  fanction  to  this 
violation  and  wrong. 

It  has  already  been  fhewn  what  indignation  was  excited  in  the  National  Affembly, 
3uft  before  the  king's  removal  from  Verfailles,  upon  receiving  his  letter,  in  which  he 
had  ventured  to  expoftulate,  in  the  moft  gentle  terms,  upon  the  impolicy  and  danger,  a« 
well  as  the  flagrant  injuftice,  of  this,  and  of  fome  others  of  their  a£ts,  which  had  been 
then  haftily  decreed ;  it  has  likewife  been  fhewn,  that  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  in  the 
midft  of  that  dreadful  tumult,  in  wbjch  his  life  was  expbfed  to  danger  the  moft  immi- 
nent and  immediate,  he  was  obliged,  without  comment,  explanation,  or  referve,  to  give 
his  fandtion  to  this  decree,  as  well  as  to  that  which  eftablifhed  and  confirmed  the  Revo- 
lution, and  to  all  others-which  were  then  in  readinefs :  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  every 
occafion  in  which  the  fubjeft  was  at  all  mentioned,  the  National  Aflembly  affected  to 
treat  the  rights  and  claims,  as  well  as  the  perfons  and  condition,  of  the  foreign  princes, 
with  the  moft  infufterable  contempt ;  nor  did  their  great  bond  of  right  and  fecurity,  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia,  which  is  confidered  as  the  Magna  Charta  of  the  Germanic  em- 
jaire,  and  holden  by  the  Germans  as  little  lefs  than  facred,  meet  with  any  greater  refpecSt. 

This  occafioned  a  general  outcry  againft  the  French,  and  particularly  againft  the  con- 
<«iiuct  of  their  Aflembly,  in  Germany  j    while  the  injured  princes,  no  lefs  irritated  per- 
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Naps,  by  the  mjuuous  treatment  they  had  received,  than  by  their  immediate  loffes, 
were  inceffant  in  their  applications,  both  individually  and  collectively,  to  the  Diet  of  the 
empire  for  protection  and  redrefs.  The  Diet  took  up  the  bufinefs  with  great  fpirit ;  and 
though  the  untoward  ftate  of  public  affairs  did  not  yet  afford  leifure  to  the  great  powers 
of  the  empire  to  take  fuch  an  active  fhare  in  the  bufinefs  as  might  give  immediate  effi- 
cacy to  its  proceedings  and  intentions,  it  was  by  no  means  the  lefs  fenfible  of  the  injury, 
and  of  the  infult  thereby  offered  to  the  whole  Germanic  body.  Indeed  the  Diet  could 
not  fail  to  view,  with  an  eye  of  jcaloufy  and  fufpicion,  the  new  French  government, 
which  had  begun  its  career  by  a  flagrant  violation  of  public  faith,  of  the  in  oft  facred 
treaties;  by  fetting  the  general  opinions  and  laws  of  mankind  at  defiance;  and  by  be- 
traying a  difpofition  to  diffblve  or  overthrow  all  thofe  compacts  between  nations,  which 
had  been  conftructed  as  mounds  for  the  prefervation  of  their  mutual  peace  and  fecurity. 

Thus  from  the  habit  of  giving  a  loofe  and  unbounded  fcope  to  haughty,  contemp- 
tuous, and  arrogant  language  ;  of  turning  all  matters,  however  ferious,  to  ridicule,  which 
did  not  entirely  correfpond  with  their  own  ideas,  or  directly  fuit  their  liking;  and  by  a 
dictatorial  and  peremptory  mode  of  proceeding,  in  all  points  correfponding  with  the  lan- 
guage and  manner,  were  the  feeds  of  a  bloody  and  extenfiye  war,  pregnant  with  events 
and  confequenccs  that  mock  ail  human  calculation,  moft  induftrioufiy  fown  by  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  in  that  vaft  and  powerful  empire.  Whereas,  if  a  due  attention  had 
been  at  firft  paid  to  propriety  of  language  and  conduit;  if  the  femblance  of  juftice  and 
equity  had  beenobferved,by  duly  examining  and  confidering  the  rights  of  the  princes,  and 
the  obligations  of  treaties ;  and  if  the  refult  of  this  enquiry  had  been,  the  propofal  of  a 
fair  compenfation  to  the  former  for  the  furrender  of  their  feudal  rights,  there  is  not  the 
fmalleit  room  for  doubting,  that  this  troublefome  bufinefs  would  have  been  eafily  accom- 
modated :  and  if  the  princes  had  even,  in  fome  degree,  over-rated  their  demands,  political- 
prudence  would  have  fhewn,  that  it  was  more  eligible  to  fubmit  to  fome  fmall  prefent 
pecuniary  extortion,  and  thereby  get  quit  of  a  claim  which  could  never  be  renewed, 
than  to  fuffer,  particularly  in  fo  critical  a  feafon  as  the  prefent,  fuch  a  bone  of  endlefs 
difcord  to  continue  conftantly  in  view. 

When  it  was  too  late,  the  Affembly  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  become  fenfible  of  its 
error,  or  at  leaft  to  be  clarmed  at  the  effect  which  it  was  already  producing;  and  feveral 
months  after  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  rights,  it  carelefsly  voted  an  indemnification  to 
the  German  princes.  But  the  feafon  for  co  ciliatory  accommodation  was  now  paft:  in- 
jury, fharpened  by  infult,  had  naturally  rouzed  the  keeneft  refentment ;  and  in  this  tem- 
per they  refufed  to  fell  or  to  barter  their  birth-rights.  The  Affembly  fhewed  a  ffoical 
indifference,  which  they  feemed  to  think  confonant  with  the  ftern  and  inflexible  dignity 
,  of  republicans,  upon  this  refufal.  They,  however,  ordered  the  offer  of  indemnification 
to  be  related,  and  left  the  matter  after  to  take  its  ordinary  courje. 

Nor. 
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Nor  was  the  National  AfTembly  more  fortunate  with  refpect  to  the  government  of  the 
French  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  than  it  was  in  its  tranfactions  with  foreigners  ; 
though  it  muft  be  confeffed  that  their  failure  in  this  point  was  more  owing  to  the  preci- 
pitancy of  itsrefolutions,  and  its  want  of  caution,  and  of  attention  to  local  circumftances, 
in  carrying  them  into  effect,  than  to  any  error  in  principle,  or  defect:  of  jufticein  the  pre- 
mifes  on  which  theywere  founded.  The  abolition  of  the  Have  trade  was  originally  intended 
to  form  the  bafis  of  their  proceedings  in  their  colonial  arrangements;  and  it  cannot  be 
too  much  lamented  that  a  meafure  fo  truly  confonant  with  every  principle  of  juftice  and 
humanity  mould  have  been  fo  precipitately  and  injudicioufly  conducted  as  to  produce 
confequences  fatal  to  the  profperity  and  welfare  of  the  colonies.  In  the  debates  on  this 
fubject,  M.  Barnave,  one  of  the  moft  able  leaders  and  fupporters  of  the  Revolution,  who 
went  all  lengths  with  the  ruling  party,  obferved,  "  That,  unfortunately,  the  rights  of 
"  men  could  not  apply  to  the  Weft- Indies;  that  if  they  endeavoured  to  make  the  ap- 
"  plication,  they  would  lofe  their  colonies,  impoverifh  their  trading  and  manufacturing 
"  towns,  until  the  common  people,  grown  defperate  by  the  difappointment  of  their 
"  hopes,  would  be  ready  to  fell  themfelves  to  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution." — It 
muft,  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that,  confidered  merely  as  a  fubject  of  ftate  policy,  with- 
out any  reference  to  philofophy,  or  the  milder  feelings  of  humanity,  the  general  declara- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man,  without  any  diftinction  of  country  or  colour,  by  a  nation  pof- 
fefling  great  and  extenfive  colonies  cultivated  by  flaves,  and  ft  111  determined  to  retain 
thofe  colonies,  under  a  full  intention  of  reaping  all  the  cuftomary  advantages  from  them, 
without  providing  any  fubjlitutesfor  thefaves,  or  any  indemnification  for  their  owners,  for  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  emancipation  of  thofe  flaves,  muft  ever  be  deemed  a  rafh  as  well  as 
a  hafty  and  improvident  meafure  ;  but  neither  thefe  confiderations,  nor  the  eloquent  ad- 
monitions of  Barnave,  could  produce  that  fpirit  of  prudence  and  circumfpedtion  without 
which  the  moft  juft  and  upright  meafures  are  frequently  productive  of  very  perni- 
cious effects. 

A  fociety  had  for  fome  time  fubfiffed  in  France,  under  the  title  of  V 'Ami  de .  Noir,  or 
the  Friends  of  the  Negroes,  which  owed  its  origin  to  the  focieties  formed  in  England 
upon  the  fame  principle,  and  like  them  iffued  feveral  publications  in  favour  of  the  op- 
preffed  Africans,  which  being  injudicioufly  circulated  in  the  Weft- India  iflands,  tended 
to  diffeminate  confufion  and  difcontent.  The  planters  had  made  a  complaint  to  the  king, 
long  before  the  commencement  of  his  troubles,  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  al- 
ready expofed,  and  of  the  greater  to  which  they  were  liable,  through  the  proceedings  of 
this  fociety;  but  they  were  grievoufly  difappointed  upon  receiving  for  anfvver,  "That 
"  he  was  glad  to  hear  there  was  fuch  a  fociety,  and  that  fome  of  his  fubjects  had  hu- 
"  manity  enough  to  concern  themfelves  about  the  fate  of  the  poor  negroes ;" — an  an- 
fwer  which  fufficiently  teftified  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart  and  the  integrity  of  his  mind. 
His  rainifters,  however,  held  very  different  fentiments  from  the  king  upon  this  fubje&. 
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Calonne  had  decreed  confTderable  bounties  to  encourage  and  encreafe  the  flave  trade  ; 
and  Ncckar,  who  has  been  called  the  avowed  child  of  fentiment,  philanthropy,  and  mo- 
rality, not  only  continued  thofe  bounties,  but  in  a  treatife,  abounding  otherwife  with 
precepts  and  fentiments  of  the  greateft  humanity,  laid  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible 
axiom — M  Thar  the  nation  which  fets  the  example  of  abolifhing  the  Have  trade,  will  be- 
**  come  the  dupe  of  its  own  generofity  57." 

The  exertions  of  the  friends  of  the  negroes,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  feemed,  how- 
ever, to  have  loft  all  confideration,  and  even  remembrance,  as  foon  as  the  account  of  the 
Revolution  at  home  reached  the  iflands,  and  the  do&rines  of  univerfal  liberty  and 
equality  were  promulgated  among  the  colonifts.  The  beautiful  ifland  of  Saint  Domin- 
go, the  fineft  parts  of  which  were  covered  with  a  number  of  the  moft  fiourifhing,  rich, 
and  happy  colonies,  perhaps,  in  the  World,  was  the  firft,  the  greateft,  the  moft  lafting, 
and  the  moft  deplorable  victim  to  the  enfuing  calamities.  Though  a  contempt  of  all 
government  and  fubordination  foon  became  general  among  all  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
yet  the  troops  feem  to  have  been  among  the  firft  who  afforded  a  practical  example  of  the 
enjoyment  of  their  new  liberty.  This  was  difplayed  by  the  regiment  of  Port  au  Prince, 
in  the  murder  of  their  colonel,  a  brave  and  diftinguifhed  officer;  who,  in  open  day,  was 
flaughtered  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  Single  enormities,  however  ftriking  in  them- 
felves,  were  foon  loft  in  the  general  glare  of  the  greater  which  were  to  fucceed.  The 
colonifts,  like  the  people  in  France,  were  divided  into  two  great  parties,  the  royalifts  and 
the  republicans,  each  of  which  appeared  at  different  times  to  predominate  ;  but  the  great 
preffure  of  domeftic  troubles  and  dangers  excited  by  the  new  ftate  of  things  too  imme- 
diately affedted  the  planters,  to  admit  of  their  yet  maffacring  each  other  about  the  poli- 
tics of  Europe. 

For  the  prefent  occafion  called  forth  and  brought  into  a  ftate  of  great  notoriety,  a  new 
race  of  men,  who  had  hitherto  been  little  known  or  heard  of,  at  leaft  on  this  fide  the 
Atlantic.  Thefe  were  the  Mulattoes,  a  numerous,  bold,  hardy,  and  daring  race  ;  who, 
being  derived  from  the  promifcuous  intercourfe  between  white  men  and  negro  women, 
were,  by  a  ftrange  perverfion  of  language,  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  people  oft 
colour.  The  much  greater  part  of  thefe  were  by  birth  in  the  condition  of  freemen,  with 
refpe£t  to  perfon  and  property,,  but  were  fecluded  by  law  from  any  fhare  in  the  civil  go- 
vernment, and  confeqnently  from  giving  their  votes  in  the  election  of  magiftrates  or  de- 


"  Notwithstanding  the  prediction  of-  M.  Neckar,  we  fincerely  hope  that  England  will  fet  that  example ;  rather 
cKufing  to  belong  to  a  nation,  which,  by  confecrating  the  principles  of  juftice  and  humanity,  fhall  acquire  the  ap- 
pellation of  generous  dupes,  than  to  be  member  of  a  ftate,  which,  by  encouraging  a  traffic  founded  in  blood  and 
Bourifhed  by  oppreflion,  defems  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  a  denomination  far  more  fevere  and  difgraccful. 
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puties.  Thefe  now  infilled  upon  a  full  participation  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
free  citizens,  without  any  regard  to  the  diftindtions  of  birth  or  colour,  which,  they  faid, 
had  been  formed  in  the  days  of  defpotifm,  darknefs,  and  ignorance.  In  this  claim, 
which,  according  to  fome,  they  fupponed  with  moderation  and  temper,  but,  according 
to  others,  with  arrogance  and  intemperance,  they  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the 
Whites. 

Both  parties  fent  deputies  to  the  National  AfTembly  ;  jarring,  contradictory,  and  inex- 
plicit decrees,  were  fent  out :  fome  of  them  were  faid  not  to  be  underftood,  fome  imprac- 
ticable, and  others  would  not  be  obeyed.  The  Colonial  affembly  was  fufpecled  by  the 
National  of  aiming  at  independency;  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  planters  talked  publickly 
of  calling  in  the  Englifh,  and  furrendering  the  ifland  to  them.  Some  of  the  decrees 
were  underflood  by  the  Mulattoes  to  confer  rights  on  them  which  the  Whites  would  not 
allow  them  to  pofTefs,  and  which  the  others  prepared  to  wreft  from  them  by  force  ;  and, 
until  this  attempt  was  made,  the  animofity  and  mutual  abhorrence  of  the  parties  was 
encreafed  to  a  degree  feldom  equalled.  In  procefs  of  time,  commiffioners  were  repeat- 
edly  fent  from  France ;  but  thefe  carrying  out  with  them  the  violent  political  prejudices 
which  they  had  imbibed  at  home,  and  being  generally  devoid  of  principle,  \i  not  of  abi- 
lities, inftead  of  attempting  to  heal  differences,  they,  upon  their  arrival,  depending  upon 
the  chances,  which  length  of  time,  difbnce,  and  the  uncertain  ftate  of  government  in 
the  mother  country,  might  produce  in  their  favour,  only  endeavoured  to  procure  imme» 
diate  power  and  confequence,  by  placing  themfelves  at  the  head  of  fome  of  the  contend- 
ing factions ;  and  thus  rufhing,  at  once,  as  principals,  into  all  the  rage  and  fury  of  civil 
difcord,  increafcd,  to  its  utmoft  pitch,  that  confufion  and  mifchief  which  they  were  in- 
tended to  remedy. 

It  would  far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  general  hiftory  to  give  even  a  brief  narrative  of 
the  troubles  which  enfued  in  the  French  iflands;  of  the  continual  difputes  which  arofe, 
and  the  fhort  intermiffions  of  feeming  conciliation  which  took  place  between  the  Whites 
and  the  Mulattoes;  the  matters  and  their  flaves;  the  governors  and  the  colonial  afTera- 
blies,  and  between  the  National  AfTembly  at  home  and  the  two  laft:  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  political  factions  which  raged,  and  increafed  the  general  confufion 
and  fury;  while  every  arrival  from  France  was  pregnant  with  new  fources  of  difcord. 
In  Saint  Domingo  alone,  three  different  colonial  alTemblies  were  chofen  in  three  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  ifland,  who,  all  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  were  only  diftinguifhed  by 
their  endlefs  contention. 

While  the  colonies  were  thus  commencing,  or  already  in  the  courfe  of  their  difaftrous 
career,  and  plots,  confpiracies,  and  infurredtions,  were  the  conftant  topics  of  dif- 
courfe  at  home,   the  ftate  of  the  army,  which  had   in  a  great  meafure  thrown  off  all 
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>n  and  difcipli i\e,  was  a  fource  of  much  uneafinefs  to  the  National  Affcmbly. 
'I  he  troops  had  been  guilty  of  great  outrages  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  tu- 
mult end  outrage  were  tilings  now  fo  common,  that  thefe  might  have  paffal  without 
much  notice, -if  it  had  not  been  for  the  uncertainty  from  what  ipirit  they  proceeded,  and 
of  the  political  fentiments  which  operated  on  the  foldiers.  Proper  means  were  ufed  to 
found  the  principles  both  of  officers  and  private  men,  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry  wa« 
faid  to  be,  that  the  former  were  very  generally  ariftocratcs,  that  is,  true  to  their  oaths 
and  the  principles  of  monarchy  ;  but  that  the  foldiers  were  fo  generally  well  difpofed  to 
the  Revolution,  to  which  they  conceived  themfelves  indebted  for  an  augmentation  of  pay, 
and  an  exemption  from  thofe  reftraints  which  conftitute  the  foul  of  military  difcipline, 
and  might  without  much  difficulty  be  firmly  fecured  to  it.  I  his  object:  being  according- 
ly attained  with  eafe,  the  army  became,  like  the  nation,  divided  into  two  great  parties. 
But  the  means  they  ufed  for  gaining  or  fecuring  the  foldiers,  however  neceffary  it  might 
have  been  on  the  prefent  occafion,  had  the  ill  effect  of  deftroying  all  remains  of  fubordi- 
11  at  ion  in  the  army;  the  foldiers,  fvvelling  with  the  importance  which  they  found  they 
poffeffed,  and  thereby  fecure  of  fupport  and  protection  in  all  cafes,  now  added  contempt 
and  party  animofity  to  that  diflike,  arifing  only  from  averfion  from  command,  which  they 
had  before  entertained  for  their  officers.  Such  an  army  was  little  calculated  for  public 
defence,  or  contention  with  a  foreign  enemy,  however  it  might,  through  the  veryexcefs 
of  its  faultinefs,  exceed  all  others  in  the  peculiar  fervice  of  over-awing  and  controlling 
the  difaffe6ted  at  home;  efpecially  in  a  ftate  of  things,  where  the  end  was  generally  al- 
lowed to  juftify  the  means ;  and  ac~ls  of  violence  and  outrage  Were  feldom  enquired 
into,  if  they  were  committed  on  the  right  fide  of  the  queftion,  or  under  the  influence, 
as  it  was  termed,  of  true  patriotifm. 

A  change  which  now  took  place,  or  which  had  rather  been  gradually  growing  in  the 
difpofition  and  fentiments  of  the  people  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 
however  dangeious  or  fatal  it  might  prove  in  its  future  operation  or  confequences,  afford- 
ed, for  the  prefent,  the  greatcft  flrength  and  fecurity  to  the  new  fyftem,  which  it  could 
poffibly  obtain.  This  was  the  violent  paffion  for  fovereignty,  which  eafily  fuperfeded 
the  weaker  defire  of  liberty,  whofe  poffeffion  appeared  "as  nothing,  when  placed  in  com- 
panion with  the  charms  of  that  feducing  enchantrefs.  This  paffion  was  not  confined 
to  any  particular  order  crclafs  of  men,  but  fpread  like  a  contagion  through  all  ranks  of 
the  populace  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  rendered  them  as  zealous  patriots,  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  that  term  at  the  time,  that  is,  as  anxious  and  as  violent  fup- 
porters  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  as  the  National  Affembly  themfelves. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  troubles,  this  fupreme  authority  had  been  continually  ex- 
ercifed  without  fcruple  or  ceremony,  not  only  by  thofe  fmaller  or  greater  communities 
who  carried  the  appearance  of  adYing  in  a  public  capacity,   but  very  generally  by  mere 
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individuals,  or  by  any  accidental  collection  of  them,  whether  brought  together  in  ths 
purfuit  of  private  revenge,  or  prompted  by  the  general  defire  of  plunder.  In  a  word, 
the  exercife  of  this  uncontrolled  authority  was  holden  to  be  not  only  the  criterion  but 
the  effence  of  freedom;  and,  by  degrees,  its  continual  practice  had  led  not  only  the  larger 
difrridts,  but  even  fmaller  communities,  in  a  great  meafure  to  confider  themfelves,  and  to 
act,  without  any  formal  affumption  of  the  name,  as  diflinct  republics)  though  connected 
by  fome  fort  of  federal  union,  the  nature  of  which  they  took  no  trouble  to  enquire  into. 
They,  however,  confidered  the  National  Affembly  as  a  neceffary  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive head,  for  the  purpofes  of  preventing  difcord  among  the  numberlefs  parts,  of  conduct- 
ing the  public  bufinefs,  including  the  management  of  the  revenue,  and  of  concentrating 
and  directing  the  public  force  ;  while,  with  all  thefe  higli  powers,  they  held  that  body 
to  be  ultimately  fubject  to  their  general  and  fupreme  controul.  Upon  the  fame  princi- 
ple, and  under  the  fame  impreffion,  every  active  citizen,  if  not  every  one  at  large,  now 
flood  high  in  his  own  eftimation,  as  being  one  of  the  many  millions  of  joint  fovereigns- 
who  ruled  a  great  empire. 

Thisgeneral  paffion  for  rule  in  the  people,  and  opinion  of  its  being  aright,  fo  fubvei- 
five  of  all  government,  and  not  lefs  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  a  republic  than  a 
monarchy,  having  been  brought  into  being  and  act  by  circumftance  and  occafion,  w;.3 
nourifhed  and  foftered,  not  only  by  the  new  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  National 
Affembly,  but,  perhaps,  ftill  more  by  the  new  and  ftrange  language  which  it  became 
fafiiionable  to  ufe  in  that  body  ;  the  tmjefty  of  the  people,  their  fupreme  authority; 
their  uncontroulable  power,  to  which  all  things  muft  bend,  and  even  the  principles  of  law, 
juftice,  and  right  give  way,  being  the  ufual  flowers  of  fpeech  which  adorned  every  ha- 
rangue, that  pretended  to  any  merit,  or  afpired  to  any  praife.  The  effect  of  fuch  lan- 
guage continually  refounding  in  the  ears  of  a  people  already  maddened  by  the  very  doc- 
trines which  it  conveyed  and  confirmed,  may  be  much  more  eafily  imagined  than  ex- 
preffed.  In  fact,  popularity  being  the  idol  to  which  the  writers  and  orators,  not  only  of 
the  Affembly,  but  throughout  the  kingdom,  paid  their  conftant  and  moft  fervent  devo- 
tion, all  their  writings,  and  all  their  fpeeches,  were  directed  to  flatter  the  populace,  and 
confequently  tended  to  cherifh  and  increafe  this  dangerous  phrenzy. 

As  the  defire  ©f  rule  and  fovereignty  is  inherent  in  the  human. breaft,  and  among,  the 
ftrongeft  of  all  the  paflions  that  infeft  it,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at,  that  the  petty  but 
numerous  poffeffors  of  new  and  unexpected  power,  fhould  determine,  at  all  events,  to 
preferve  fo  invaluable  a  treafure,  and  fhould  tremble  at  every  apprehenfion  of  its  lofs. 
This  coalefced  the  apparent  bulk  of  the  nation,  or  at  leaft  the  acting  part  of  it,  to  a 
man,  in  one  common  intereft  and  bond  of  union,  which,  however  fragile  all  other  ties, 
might  prove,  carried  in  its  nature  the  appearance  of  indiffolubility,  and  the  caufes  which 
produced  it  could  never  ceafe  to  operate.     The  molt  uninformed  of  thofe,  who  were  thus 
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fuddenly  curft,  or,  as  they  deemed  it,  hkjl,  with  the  pofieffion  of  power,  could  fcarcely  avoid 
perceiving,  that  no  other  fyftem  of  government  upon  earth  than  the  prefent,  could  or  would 
have  endued  them  with  fuch  an  authority  ;  and  every  man  accordingly  found  himfelf  im- 
mediately bound,  by  the  mod  captivating  and  irrehftible  motives,  to  fupport  and  defend,  at 
all  rifques,  and  in  defiance  of  all  perils,  that  ftate  of  things  which  procured  him  fuch  un- 
fpeakable  happinefs. 

The  real  or  pretended  plots  and  confpiracies,  as  well  as  the  foreign  dangers  which  were 
unceafingly  holden  out,  along  with  the  real,  vague,  and  futile  induftry  of  the  reftlefs  and 
ruined  royalifts,  who  were  eagerly  grafpingat  every  fhadow,  which  feemed  to  indicate,  in 
the  weakeft  degree,  the  moft  delufive  hopes  of  recovering  their  rights,  excited  the  great- 
eft  pofllble  alarm  among  thofe  people,  who  were  now  in  poflefTion  of  all  the  fmaller  divi- 
fion  of  power  and  authority,  and  who  determined  to  maintain  what  they  poflefled.  The 
province  of  Brittany  was  the  firft  that  fet  the  example  of  aflbciating,  arming,  and  form- 
ing large  bodies  of  men,  in  military  array,  with  an  affumption  of  government  and  ap- 
pearance of  armies,  for  the  defence  of  the  new  conftitution  againft  all  its  enemies,  fo- 
reign or  domeftic.  This  example  was  fpeedily  followed  by  its  neighbours,  particularly 
the  provinces  on  the  Southern  fide,  and  in  a  little  time  became  general  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

Thus  was  produced  that  extraordinary  difplay  of  the  might  and  greatnefs  of  France, 
the  glories  of  which  even  Rabaud,  with  all  his  eloquence,  his  redundancy  of  expref- 
fions,  and  his  almoft  inexhauftible  flock  of  new-coined  words,  drawn  from  the  Revolu- 
tion-mint, feems  at  fome  lofs  to  defcribe  in  terms  fufficicntry  fplendid  ; — although  he 
tells  us,  "  That  the  earth  feemed  to  bring  forth  armies;"  that  "  nothing  was  to  be  feen 
"  any  where  but  battalions  of  citizens,  who,  aflembled  in  tboufands,  were  fwearing  to 
"  live  free,  or  to  periih:  the  clang  of  arms,  the  military  mufic,  the  banners  floating  in 
**  the  wind,  the  delightful  fentiments  of  brotherhood,  which  bound  fo  great  a  multitude 
■*«  to  one  and  the  fame  caufe,  all  awakened  in  their  hearts  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty  ;" 
and  that  "  France  beheld  four  millions  of  men  in  arms  upon  her  plains  ;  millions,  con- 
"  fcious  of  their  ftrength,  and  well  acquainted  with  their  rights*8." 

And  yet,  notwithftanding  this  terrific  mufter-roll,  whichfeemed  to  hold  out  defiance 
to  the  united  force  of  mankind,  there  are  the  ftrongeft  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
number  of  the  difaffedted  throughout  the  kingdom  was  atleaft  equal  to  that  of  thefup- 
porters  of  the  new  fyftem  ;  fo  that  the  fuppofed  four  millions  of  men  in  arms  muft  have 
been  a  grofs  exaggeration,  as  the  general  population  muft  otherwife  have  far  exceeded 
any  rational  eftimate  that  ever  was  or  could  be  made  of  it;  without  obferving,  what  has 

Is  Rabaud'siliftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  14S. 
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fince  evidently  appeared,  that  the  kingdom  did  not  poffefs  arms  fufficient  for  one  fourth 
of  the  number  affigned.  For  befides  the  two  great  bodies  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
whofe  difcontent  was  avowed,  all  the  late  parliaments  and  magiftrates  throughout  the 
kingdom,  with  all  the  retainers  and  harbingers  of  law  and  julVice,  in  all  their  various  de- 
grees, (whofe  members  in  France  were  fo  prodigious,  that  a  true  eftimate  of  them,  if  it 
could  be  made,  would  appear  incredible)  were  to  a  man,  excepting  between  One  or  two 
hundred  country  lawyers,  who  fat  in  the  National  Affembly,  totally  adverfe  and  hoftile 
to  the  new  government.  This  body  was  deemed  fo  formidable,  that  Rabaud  feems  to 
confider  the  men  of  the  law — the  appellation  by  which  he  claffed  them  in  the  grofs— 
among  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  of  the  new  conftitution.  To  thefe  were  to  be  added 
the  working  manufacturers  throughout  the  kingdom,  whofe  number  was  very  confider- 
able,  and  whofe  diftreffes  were  now  great  and  general;  nor,  perhaps,  was  the  number  of 
laborious  poor  in  the  provinces  much  lefs,  whofe  families  could  fcarcely  have  exifted  in 
any  manner,  but  for  the  foftering  benevolence  and  bounty  of  their  lords,  who  were  now 
either  ruined  or  abfent  ;  and  of  the  clergy,  who  were  in  a  ftill  worfe  ftate.  To  all  thefe 
might  be  added  an  immenfe  number  of  others,  under  various  defcriptions,  whofe  lofles  or 
difappointments  had  rendered  them  unhappy,  and  confequently  diffatisfied  with  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  affairs* 

The  unexpected  difpute  between  Spain  and  England,  on  the  Nootka-Sound  bufinefs, 
which  was  a  matter  of  furprize,  as  well  from  its  fuddennefs  as  the  iufignificance  of  the 
caufe,  to  all  Europe,  interrupted,  in  fome  degree,  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly  in  the  regulation  of  domeftic  affairs  and  government.  The  court  of  Madrid 
having,  upon  this  occafion,  claimed  the  affiftance  which  France  was  bound  by  the  Family 
Compact  to  afford,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  the  king  fent  a  meffage  to  the  Affembly,  on  the 
thirteenth  of  May,  informing  them  of  the  difpute,  the  claim,  and  of  thegreat  naval  pre- 
parations made  by  the  Englifh  ;  at  the  fame  time  requiring  their  affiftance,  for  the  equip- 
ment of  a  fleet  of  fourteen  fail  of  the  line,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  affift  in  fulfilling  the 
engagements  that  mutually  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations.  Though  the  anfwer  to 
this  meffage  was  civil  enough,  but  guarded  againft  at  all  entering  into  the  fubjedt,  it  im- 
mediately gave  rife  to  a  very  interefting  debate  on  a  moft  important  fubjedt : — this  was 
the  grand  queftion.  In  whofe  hands  ought  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war  to  be 
lodged  ? — The  debate  was  fupported  with  great  warmth  for  feveral  days  ;  the  democratic 
party  infilling,  of  courfe,  that  the  power  in  queftion  ought  to  be  vefted  in  the  Affembly, 
while  their  opponents  maintained  the  neceffity  of  fuffering  it  to  continue  where  it  had 
remained  fince  the  firft  foundation  of  the  monarchy. — One  of  the  latter  gave  a  great  turn 
to  the  debate,  by  telling  the  Affembly,  "  That  if  they  took  this  power  to  themfelves,  a 
•«  battle  would  foon  be  fought  in  the  middle  of  their  hall  between  Spanilh  piaftres  and 
*'  Englifti  gi  is." — This  ftroke  had  great  effedt,  and  contributed  to  a  kind  of  com- 
promife  bet-  the  parties  ;  which  at  length,  on  the  fecond  of  May,  produced  a  decree, 

by  which  it  was  determined,  That  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war  was  Yefted  in  the 
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nation  :■ — That  war  fhould  not  be  rcfolved  upon,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  National  Aflera- 
bly,  which  decree  fhould  be  made  on  the  explicit  notification  of  the  king,  and  be  after- 
wards fan&ioned'by  his  mnjefty: — That  the  care  of  guarding  the  kingdom  from  external 
attacks,  of  maintaining  its  rights  and  pofTeffions,  was  delegated  to  the  king,  by  the  con- 
ftitution  ;  to  him  alfo  were  entrufted  the  maintenance  of  political  connections  abroad, 
the  condudl  of  negotiations,  the  appointment  of  ambafladors,  the  power  of  raifing  ar- 
maments and  making  preparations  for  war,  in  proportion  to  thofe  made  by  neighbouring 
ftates ;  the  power  of  diftributing  the  fea  and  land  forces,  as  he  might  judge  proper,  and 
of  directing  their  operations  in  time  of  war: — That,  in  cafe  of  hoftility  impending  or 
actually  begun,  an  ally  to  fupport,  or  a  right  to  preferve  by  force  of  arms-,  the  king 
fhould  be  bound  to  give  notification  thereof,  without  delay,  to  the  legiflative  body,  and 
to  make  known  the  caufes  and  motives  thereof;  and,  if  the  legiflative  body  were  not  fit- 
ting at  the  time,  it  fhould  immediately  affemble  : — That  every  declaration  of  war 
fliould  be  made  by  the  king  of  the  French,  and  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 

There  were  fome  other  claufes  included  in  the  decree,  one,  indeed,  of  great  impor- 
tance, which,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  renounced  for  ever  all  conquefts,  and 
confequently  all  wars  leading  to  that  object.  If  this  excellent  refolution  had. been  ad- 
hered to,  it  would  have  produced  a  moft  happy  effect,  through  the  favourable  impreffioa 
which  it  would  have  made  upon  the  fentiments  of  mankind,  and  particularly  on  the 
neighbouring  ftates,  with  refpedt  te  the  wifdom,  moderation,  juftice,  and  peaceable 
difpofition  which  predominated  in  the  new  government;  which  all  Europe  would  then 
find  itfelf  interefted  in  fupporting,  and  which  the  moft  remote  nations  could  not  avoid 
regarding  with  refpedt  and  admiration. 

In  fupport  of  the  decree  by  which  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war  was  taken  from 
the  executive  power,  and  vefted  in  the  legiflative  body,  it  was  obferved,  that  to  involve 
nations  in  war  without  their  confent,  by  the  exercife  of  prerogative,  was  one  of  the 
greateft  abfurdities  that  the  annals  of  defpotifm  could  exhibit ;  that  the  generality  of 
wars  were  produced  by  the  refentment  of  an  individual,  the  caprice  of  a  king,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  a  minifter ;  that  where  a  war  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  people,  it  was  equally  confiftent  with  juftice,  reafon,  and  humanity,  that  the  peopk 
fhould  alone  be  allowed  to  judge  when  it  was  proper  and  neceflary  to  commence  hoftili- 
ties;  that  the  adoption  of  a  contrary  fyftem  would  encourage  tyranny  and  fancYion  in- 
juftice  ;  and,  finally,  that  a  reference  to  the  hiftory  of  the  different  wars  that  have  been 
waged  in  all  monarchies,  ancient  and  modern,  would  demonftrate  the  truth  of  thefe  af- 
fertions,  and  confequently  eftablilh  the  wifdom  of  the  decree. 

On  the  other  hand,  that  the  right  of  making  war  fhould  exclufively  veft  in  the  exe- 
cutive power. had,  till  this  period,  been  allowed  by  all ;  our  own  philofopher,  Locke,   in 
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his  treatife  orl  governments69,  has  clearly  demonftrated  the  wifdom  of  this  right ;  and 
whoever  maturely  reflects  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  monarchical  ftates,  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  it  is  effential  to  their  welfare,  if  not  to  their  exiftence.  The  advocates 
for  this  doctrine  in  France  obferved,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Afiembly  to  be  guided 
by  the  will  of  their  conftituents,  elfe  they  could  no  longer  be  deemed  a  National  Afiem- 
bly;  that  when  their  conftituents  declared,  in  their  inftrucYrons  to  their  different  depu- 
ties, that  the  government  fhould  continue  to  be  monarchical,  and  purely  monarchical,  they 
certainly  meant  that  the  king  fhould  referve  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war. — But 
the  inftructions  were  not  confined  to  fuch  general  terms :  many  of  them  .particularly 
adverted  to  the  prefent  queftion.  Thofe of  the  nobility  of  Arras  contained  the  follow- 
ing paflage — "  The  States- General  fhall  declare,  that  to  the  king  belongs  the  exclufwc  right 
"  of  making  peace  or  war,  and  the  difpofal  and  difcipline  of  the  army  7°." — Thofe  from 
Bas- Vivar.iis  faid — "  The  king,  affifted  by  a  council  of  war,  fhall  difp»fe  of  the  troops, 
"  at  his  plcafure,  tor  the  purpofe  of  external  defence11.'''' — The  inftrudtions  from  Evreux 
obferved — "  The  plenitude  of  the  executive  power  comprehends  the  right  of  making 
u  peace  or  war,  and  all  treaties  relative  thereto,  together  witli  the  difpofal  of  the  public 
"  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  and  the  fupport  of  the  laws  7  V — "Let  it  be  de- 
"  creed  by  the  States-General" — faid  thofe  from  the  commons  of  Rouen73 — "  that  in 
"  cafe  a  war  fhall  occur  during  an  adjournment,  prorogation,  or  diflblution  of  the 
M  States,"  (which  fufficitntly  proves  that  they  did  not  mean  the  right  of  making  war 
fhould  veft  in  the  States)  -"  the  taxes  fhall  be  raifed  one  or  two  fols  in  the  livre,  which 
"  augmentation  fhall  be  denominated  the  war-tax." — The  fame  terms  are  employed  in 
thofe  of  the  Third-  Eftate,  or  commons,  of  the  Cotentin  74. — But  the  electors  of  Paris, 
the  very  feat  of  democracy,  and  the  very  fource  of  democratical  principles,  were  flill 
more  expreflive  and  precife,  as  well  with  regard  to  defenfive  as  to  offenfive  war.  They 
faid — "  In  cafe  of  a  defenfive  war,  of  invafion,  or  hoftile  attacks,  the  king,  as  the  depo- 
"  fitory  of  the  executive  power,  will  adopt  the  mod  decifive  meafures  for  the  public  pro- 
«'  tedtion  ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  as  in  that  of  offenfive  war  declared  by  the  king,  the  States- 
'*  General  fhall  meet  again  in  two  months  7S." 

If  the  other  inftruclions  took  no  formal  notice  of  this  monarchical  prerogative, 
which  the  kings  of  France  had  enjoyed,  without  interruption,  for  fourteen  centuries, 
it  was  becaufe  they  did  not  imagine  it  could  become  an  object  cf  doubt  or  conteftation, 
and  it  was  therefore  never  difcuffed  by  any  of  thofe  electors.  But  fince  the  juflice  of 
the  principle  was  acknowledged  by  all  fuch  as  adverted  to  it,  it  has  been  deemed  fair 
to  confider  the  filence  of  the  reft  as  an  acquiefcence  in  the  determination  of  their  fellow- 
citizens. 

«9  Chap.  ii.  «  Of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  federative  power."  7°  Arras,  Cahiers  de  la  Nobleflfe,  p.  7. 

n  Item,  Bas-Vivarais,  fol.  u.  7*  Item,  Evreux,  p.  6.  7*  Cahiers  du  Tiers-Etat  de  Rouen,  art.  55. 

n  Cahiers  dw  Tiers-Etat  du  Cotentin,  manufcrits.  75  Cahiers  Uu  Tiers-Etat  de  Paris  extra  mum,  p.  14. 
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The  enemies  to  the  decree  in  queftion  farther  obferved,  that  the  juftice  of  this  princi- 
ple was,  at  firft,  acknowledged  by  the  Affembly  itfelf,  and  that  at  the  moment  when  it 
declared,  that  the  French  government  was.  monarchical — that  the  fupreme  executive 
power  was  placed,  cxclufively,  in  the  hands  of  the  king — that  he  had  the  command  of 
all  the  fea  and  land  forces — that  the  care  of  watching  over  the  external  fafety  of  the 
kingdom,  and  of  maintaining  its  rights  and  poffeffions,  was  delegated  to  him  :  when  it 
declared  this,  it  in  fadl  decreed,  that  if  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  or  the  defence  of  its  rights, 
fhould  require  a  declaration  of  war,  it  was  the  king's  duty  to  make  that  declaration  ; 
that  if  any  treaties  fhould  be  requifite  either  for  the  prevention  or  termination  of  a  war, 
it  was  his  place  to  conclude  them  ;  that  the  army,  of  which  he  was  the  Jupreme 
head,  being  deftined  to  preferve  the  kingdom  from  all  external  attacks,  it  was  his  duty  to-- 
employ  it  for  that  purpofe  the  moment  it  fhould  become  neceffary,  and  to  decide  when  it 
would  be  proper  to  exert  the  fupremacy  of  the  executive  power,  which  was  entrufted  to 
hii       hat  the  ftate  might  receive  no  injury. 

Thefe  confequences,  it  was  affirmed,  were  fo  natural,  and  fo  intimately  connected 
with  the  firft  decrees  of  the  Affembly,  that  by  feparating  them  they  deftroyed  with  one 
hand  what  they  had  created  with  the  other.  In  what— it  has  been  aiked — does  the  exe- 
cutive power  confift,  if  not  in  the  right  of  exerting  and  directing  the  public  ftrength  ? 
Does  not  war  confift  in  adts  of  force  and  violence?  and  can  the  legiflative  body  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  adts  of  that  defcription  ?  To  fay  that  it  was  the  king's  place  to 
carry  on  a  war,  but  that  the  power  of  deciding  whether  it  fhould  be  carried  on  was  vefted 
in  the  legiflative  body,  was  to  feparatethe  adt  from  the  wiil,  in  a  cafe  where  there  could 
be  no  interval  between  them,  and  which  required  that  they  fhould  both  proceed  from 
the  fame  principle.  When  the  nation  gave  itfelf  a  chief,  when  it  entrufted  him  with 
the  difpofal  of  its  forces  to  be  employed  in  its  defence,  it  certainly  did  not  mean  that 
others  fhould  have  the  direction  of  thofe  forces  !  It  charged  him  with  the  care  of  watch- 
ing over  the  public  fafety;  it  therefore  delegated  to  him  every  power  that  was  neceffary 
to  enable  him  to  difcharge  the  duty  that  was  impofed  on  him  ;  and  it  would  be  abfurd 
to  fuppofe  that  when  it  put  arms  in  his  hands,  it  bound  up  his  will,  and  fettered  his 
motions. 

But  ideas  thus  fimple  were  infufficient  to  guide  the  conduct  of  thofe,  who,  finding 
thernfelves,  for  the  firft  time  in. their  lives,  entrufted  with  the  power  of  giving  rules 
to  an  empire,  preferred  the  raoft  abftradi  notions,  made  a  point  of  analyfing  every 
thing,  diffedted  all  the  principles  that  were  fubmitted  to  their  confideration,  and  often 
miftook  the  different  parts  of  one  undivided  whole  for  fo  many  diftindt  objedts,  to  each  of 
which  they  then  laboured  to  afftgn  a  feparate  clafs  76.     Thus,  in  their  differtations  on, 

?*  De  Calonne,  p.  174. 
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the  fubject  of  war,  they  defcribed  four  different  rights;  viz. — that  of  deciding  on  its 
propriety — that  of  preparing  for  it—that  of  declaring  it  —  and  that  of  carrying  it  on  j — 
and  thefe  rights,  according  to  their  fyftem,  would  admit  of  being  divided  between  the  de- 
legated repr  fentatives,  whofe  province  it  was  only  to  deliberate,  and  the  fupreme  dele- 
gate, who  wps  iieftined  to  act.  But  in  reality,  and  according  to  the  cufiom  of  all  nations, 
in  cafe  of  hoftilities,  thefe  four  pretended  rights  are  all  confolidated  into  one — the  war 
and  the  declaration  of  war  are  confounded  together,  and  even,  generally,  the  former  pre- 
cedes the  latter. 

The  AfTembly,  then,  could  not  efcape,  by  means  of  any  metaphyfical  fuhtlety  or  dif- 
tinction  whatever,  the  cenfure  they  deferved,  for  having  acted  in  contradiction  to  the 
will  of  their  conftituents,  and  to  their  own  principles,  when,  after  acknowledging  that 
Fiance  was  governed  by  a  monarch  in  veiled  with  the  plenitude  of  the  executive  power, 
they  deprived  him  of  the  right  of  making  peace  or  war. 

But  independent  of  thefe  objections,    the  decree  itfelf  has  been  attacked  ss  being  re- 
plete with  inconfiftencies,  in  its  context;  and  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  (late, 
in  its  effects.     It  has  been  maintained,    that  that  part  of  it  which  delegates  to  the  king 
the  care  of  guarding  the  kingdom  from  external  attacks,  of  maintaining  its  rights  and 
poffeffions,  as  well  as  its  political  connections  abroad,  and  the  power  of  diftributing  the 
forces,  and  directing  their  operations,  would  lead  any  one  to  conclude,  that  it  fecured  to 
the  king  his  right  of  making  peace  and  war.      For  what  is  meant  by  guarding  a  fate  from 
external  attacks,  if  it  does  not  mean  to  repel  every  attack  that  is  made  on  it,  and  even  to 
avert  any  impending  danger?  How  is  it  poflible  to  maintain  the>  rights  and  poffeffions   of 
a  kingdom,  without  going  to  war  with  whoever  threatens  or  invades  them?    How  is  it 
poflible  to  condufi  political  negotiations  without  the  ability  to  forefee  or  declare  what  muff 
refult  from  their  failure  or  fuccefs  ?   When  they  authorized  the  king  to  make  preparations 
for  war,  and  dijlribute  the  fea  and  land  forces,  as  he  might  judge  proper — did  not  they  urge 
him  to  quit    the  peaceful  ftation  affigned  to  him,  and  to  enter  the  lifts  of  war? — and, 
when  there,    would  not  the  diftinction  between  the  one  and  the  other  be  reduced  to   a 
thread,  which  might,  in  an  inftant,  be  broken,  without  leaving  time  for  any  previous 
deliberation  ? 

The  particular  inconvenience  of  obliging  the  king  to  give  notice  to  the  legiflative- 
body,  before  he  could  fupport  an  ally,  or  purfue  hoftile  meafures,  has  been  fuccefsfully 
expofed.  What  a  glorious  flate  of  fafety  mull  have  been  that  of  a  vaft  kingdom,  by 
whofe  inflitution  it  was  decreed,  that,  in  cafe  of  hoftilities  impending  or  aclually  begun,  the 
king,  before  he  was  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  means  of  defence,  mufl  convene  the 
National  AfTembly,  if  not  fitting  at  the  time,  and  quietly  wait  until  its  members — 
difperfed  over  an  extent  of  territory  of  four-and-twenty  thoufand  fquare  leagues — fhould 
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arrive  at  the  capital!  until  its  orators  fhould  have  difplayed  their  erudite  eloquence  ! 
and  until  a  legiflative  decree  fhould,  finally,  after  mature  deliberation,  have  been  iffued, 
well  and  duly  fancTioned,  in  order  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  fighting!!! — What  po- 
tentate would  accept,  as  an  ally,  that  fhadow  of  a  monarch,  who,  when  the  affiftance  fti- 
pulated  fhould,  in  a  cafe  the  moft  urgent  and  preffing,  be  claimed  from  him,  muft,  reply— 
"  The  delegates  of  the  nation  are  difperfed  over  every  part  of  it ;  without  them  I  know 
"  not  what  I  can  do,  either  to  aflift  you  or  to  defend  myfelf:  but  have  patience ;  it  will 
•«  not  require  more  than  fix  weeks  to  colled  around  me  a  numerous  affembly  of  curates, 
"  advocates,  phyficians,  men  of  letters,  aftronomers,  men  of  words,  honeft  hufbandmen, 
°  and  prefuinptuous  youths,  who  all  together,  without  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  po- 
"  litical  connections,  the  cognizance  whereof  is  confined  to  myfelf,  will  foon  have  de- 
"  termined,  at  a  fingle  fitting,  I  hope,  unlefs  the  previous  quejiion  interfere,  whether  the 
"  rights  of  man  permit  us  to  go  to  war  or  not77." 

It  has  been  contended,  that,  ridiculous  as  this  may  appear,  it  is  the  neceffary  confe- 
quence  of  the  decree;  which  there  is  no  poffibility  of  justifying,  by  alledging  that,  in 
cafe  of  attack,  the  king  fhould  repel  force  by  force,  and  defend  the  ftate  from  invafions 
which  either  threaten  or  endanger  it ;  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  very  cafe  of  hoftili- 
ties,  impending  or  begun,  that  the  king  is  bound  to  confult  the  National  Affembly  ;  it 
is  on  the  notification  he  muft  give  to  it  of  thofe  hoftilities,  that  the  legiflative  body  has 
referved  to  itfelt  the  power  of  deciding  whether  a  declaration  of  war  is  to  take  place  or 
not.  The  fifth  and  fixth  articles  of  the  decree  fettle  this  point  beyond  the  poffibility  of 
a  difpute.  The  fifth  declares — "  That  upon  fuch  notification  being  made  by  the  king, 
"  if  the  legiflative  body  are  of  opinion  that  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  was  owing 
"  to  any  mifcondudt  of  minifters,  or  other  agents  of  the  executive  power,  the  author  of 
«•  fuch  aggeffion  fhall  be  profecuted  for  the  crime  of  Leze-Nation."  Hence  it  is 
evident  that  the  decree  could  have  no  allufion  to  offenfive  hoftilities  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government ;  and  that  thofe  which  were  ordered  to  be  notified  by  the  king  to  the 
Affembly,  were  hoftilities  againft  the  kingdom. 

But — fays  article  the  fixth — "  If  upon  fuch  notification"  (of  an  attack  aftual  or  im- 
pendingj  "  the  legiflative  body  fhall  refolve  that  war  ought  not  to  be  declared,  the  exe- 
'«  cutiv-:  power  fhall  be  bound  to  take  the  neceffary  meafures  for  flopping  or  preventing 
"  all  kind  of  hoftility."  What  meafures  can  be  alluded  to?  It  is  clear  they  are  not  vi- 
olent meafures,  fince  they  are  prefcribed  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  war;  they  muft  necef- 
farily,  therefore,  be  meafures  of  non-refiftance,  meafures  which  paffively  tend  to  refign  to 
the  enemy  the  object  of  contcftation.  If,  then,  the  monarch  had  begun  by  refifting,  by 
defending  the  poffeffion  attacked,  and  by  repelling  the  invafion,  he  would  have  taken  up- 

77  De  Calonnc. 
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on  himfelf  to  employ  meafures  directly  contrary  to  the  decifion  of  the  Aflembly  ;  and  the 
minifters,  who  wouldanfwer  with  their  livesfor  fuch  condudt,|  would  affuredly  be  very  care- 
ful how  they  advifedhim  to  run  the  rifle.  The  oppofers  of  the  decree,  therefore,  thought 
themfelvesjuftified  in  declaring,  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  decree,  the  king  mud 
remain  a  paffive  fpedtator  of  hoftilities,  impending  or  begun  againft  his  people,  till  the 
Aflembly  fhould  have  time  to  meet,  to  deliberate,  and  to  decide. 

They  maintained,  that  however  abfurd  this  might  appear,  it  was  the  literal  fenfe,  nay 
the  only  fenfe  in  which  the  decree  in  queftion  could  be  taken.  Here — fay  thev — is  another 
proof  of  it.  The  Aflembly  declares,  that  the  nation  renounces  all  ideas  of  engaging  in 
any  war  with  a  view  to  conqueft,  and  will  never  employ  its  forces  againft  the  liberties  of 
any  people.  Every  body  underftood  by  this  declaration,  that  the  nation  announced  to 
the  world  its  intention  of  never  more  waging  an  offenfive  war; 73  and  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Aflembly  to  have  it  received  in  this  light  ;  without 
which,  and  if  it  had  only  pretended  to  renounce  all  ideas  of  conquering  and  fubduing  other 
nations,  it  would  have  been  a  vain  and  ridiculous  boaft,  at  a  time  when  France  was  rather 
in  circumftances  to  requeft  that  other  powers  would  not  take  an  advantage  of  her  fituation, 
than  to  promife  that  flie  herfelf  would  not  employ  her  arms  to  a  bad  purpofe. 

Since,  then,  there  was  to  be  no  more  offenfive  war,  the  right  of  making  war,  which  the 
legiflative  body  took  away  from  the  king  and  arrogated  to  itfelf,  could  only  be  the  right 
of  making  defenjive  war;  and  if  the  king  might  ft  1 1 1  exert  that  privilege  without  the  par- 
ticipation of  the  legiflative  body  ;  if  he  could  employ  the  forces  of  the  ftate  in  defending 
the  frontiers,  or  in  affifting  his  allies  when  attacked,  before  the  legiflative  body  had  de- 
cided on  the  propriety  of  fo  doing,  he  would  poffefs  all  the  right  of  making  war  which 
could  now  be  pofleffed  in  France  ;  confequently  the  famous  decree  would  be  wholy  infig- 
niflcant  and  ufelefs.  To  give  it  any  fignification,  it  is  abfolutely  requisite  that  its  effects 
ihould  be — agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  decree — to  prevent  the  executive  power  from 
acting,  "  even  in  cafe  of  hoftilities  impending  or  begun,"  before  the  Aflembly  have  delibe- 
rated on  the  fubjedt.  Thus,  were  an  enemy  to  effect  a  landing  in  any  part  of  the  king- 
dom,  3nd  the  commandant  of  a  neighbouring  town  were  to  repel  his  attack,    and  drive 


7*  However  real  the  diftinftion  may  be  between  an  offenfive  and  a  defenfive  war,  there  are  fo  many  means  of 
difguifing  the  diftinguifhing  characlerifticsof  each,  and  it  is  fo  nfual  a  thing  to  tranfpofe  them,  in  an  arbitrary  man-, 
ner,  in  the  manifeftoes  of  belligerentpowers,  thatwhatthe  National  Affembly  here  fays  in  the  nameof  the  French  na- 
tion may  appear  to  be  of  no  greater  confequence  then  all  thofe  proteftations  of  the  fame  nature  which  are  invariably 
employed  by  powers  at  war,  in  order  to  prove,  that  it  is  with  extreme  regret  they  have  commenced  hoftilities,  and 
merely  for  the  defence  of  their  people.  All  offenfive  war  being  unjuft,  were  a  monarch  to  acknowledge  himfelf 
the  aggreffor,  he  would  thereby  load  his  arms  with  a  varnifliof  injuftice  that  muft  prove  prejudicial  to  their  fuccefs. 
For  this  reafon,  fuch  an  acknowledgment  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  declaration  of  war,  and  it  is  always  eafy  to 
ayoid, — De  Calonne,  p.  181. 
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him  off  the  coaft,  hewouldbe  guilty  of  a  criminal  anticipation  of  the  will  of  the  Affembly; 
the  minifter  who  fhould  direct  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  and  the  general  and  all  other 
agents  of  the  executive  power  who  fhould  aflifl:  in  putting  it  in  execution,  would  become 
fiate  criminals,  for  having  oppofed  force  to  force,  and  confequently  for  having  made  war 
without  any  previous  explanation,  without  a  notification  of  the  motives  which  led  to  it, 
without  the  fanction  and  authority  of  the  legiflative  body. 

The  Affembly  was  called  upon,  in  cafe  it  fhould  difavow  thefe  confequences,  either  to 
difavow  the  decree  from  whence  they  evidently  refult,  orelfe  to  explain  in  what  manner 
the  executive  power  could  be  at  once  active  and  confined ;  how,  with  its  hands  tied  by 
the  prohibition  to  commit  any  act  |of  hoftility,  without  the  previous  confent  of  a  deli- 
berative body,  it  could  defend  the  kingdom  at  a  moment  when  its  frontiers  were  attacked 
or  threatened  ;  and  how  minifters  could  be  rendered  refponfible  for  the  ravages  caufed  by 
an  invafion  againft  which  they  had  not  immediately  employed  the  military  forces,  when, 
by  the  terms  of  the  new  conftitution,  they  were  not  permitted  to  employ  them,  even  on 
the  moft  urgent  occafions,  till  after  they  had  explained  the  neceffity  of  fo  doing  to  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  and  till  after  thofe  reprefentatives  had  affembled  to  judge  of 
their  motives,  and  had  acknowledged  the  validity  thereof? 

The  form  of  declaring  war,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  has  alfo  been  attacked;  in  the  firft 
place  it  was  needlefs,  becaufe  all  mankind  muff  know  that  every  king  acts  in  the  name  of 
the  nation ;  in  the  next  place  it  betrayed,  on  the  part  of  the  Affembly,  a  grofs  inconfiftency 
of  language  and  conduct.  They  had  before  applauded  the  king  for  declaring  that  he  and 
the  nation  were  one  ;  and  now  they  diftinguifhed  the  king  from  the  nation,  when  engag- 
ed in  combating  its  enemies.  It  is  evident  that  this  affectation  of  changing  the  very  idiom. 
■which  univerfally  appertains  to  royalty,  was  intended  to  degrade  the  monarch,  not  only 
in  the  eyes  of  his  fubjects,  whom  they  wifhed  to  wean  by  degrees  from  confidering  thetn- 
felves  as  fuch,  but  even  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  foreign  powers  with  whom  he  might  form 
treaties.  Does  the  abafement  of  its  chief,  then,  lead  to  the  exaltation  of  the  nation  ? 
What  a  prepofterous  and  miftaken  policy  was  it,  to  wifh  that  the  king,  who  governed 
them,  might  not  be  equal,  even  in  external  dignity,  to  the  other  monarchs  of  Europe] 
If  their  philofophic  legiflators  were  ignorant  of  the  value  of  the  refpect  and  confideration 
of  empires,  they  at  leaft  ought  to  have  known,  what  one  of  their  own  members  told 
them,  "  That  the  royal  dignity  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  national  property"79— 
and  by  what  right  did  they  affume  the  authority  of  difpoffeffing  the  nation  of  that  pro- 
perty ? 

By  another  article  of  the  decree,  it  was  declared  that,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
war,  the  legiflative  body  fhould  have  the  power  of  requiring  the  executive  power  to  ne- 

7y  c.    M;rabeau's  fpeech,  on  the  zoth  of  May,  1790. 
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gociate  a  peace,  and  the  executive  power  fhould  be  bound  to  comply  with  fuch  requefl. 
Here,  again,  the  fame  Angularity  of  ftyle  and  inconfiftency  of  matter  are  obfervable. 
"  There  is  fomething" — fays  M.  de  Calonne80 — "  extremely  offenfive,  in  obferving, 
*l  even  in  the  decrees  which  are  defHned  to  form  the  French  conflitution,  an  artful, 
"  though  ridiculous  affectation  of  rejecting  the  word  king,  and  fubftituting  executive  pozv- 
"  er  in  its  place.81  Here  the  legiflativer  body  fpeaks  to  the  executive  power;  requires  the 
*'  executive  power  to  negociate;  regulates  the  conduct  of  the  executive  power:  there  we 
"  have  feen  grenadiers  addrefling  complaints  to  the  legiflative  body  againfr.  the  executive 
"  power:  were  not  mirth  fuperfeded  by  indignation,  thofe  fantaftical  arrangements — this 
*•  modern  French  frippery  of  new-fangled  fpeech — would  naturally  excite  a  laugh.  Is 
"  it  then  becaufe  the  title  of  king  commands  refpedt,  and  might  again  infpire  it  by  the 
**  effects  of  habit,  that  the  Affembly  has  fuch  a  repugnance  to  employ  it  ?  Yet  it  flilA 
"  has  recourfe  to  it  on  fome  occafions,  as  may  be  remarked  in  this  very  decree  ;  but  when 
**  the  Affembly  afTumes  an  imperative  tone,  when  it  prefciibes  to  the  monarch  his  rule 
"  of  action,  then,  wifhing,  doubtlefs,  to  avoid  the  antithejis  (as  yet  too  harfh  for  the 
•  ears  of  the  French)  of  king  and  fubordinate  agent,  it  perlbnifies  the  executive  power, 
"  and  under  that  name  impofes  its  obligation  on  the  monarch." 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  the  article  in  queftion,  the  legiflative  body  appears  only  to 
referve  to  itfelf  the  right  of  requeuing  the  executive  power  to  negociate  -a  peace  ;  but,  in 
the  language  of  the  AfTembly,  requejl  and  command  were  fynonimous,  fince,  in  the  fame 
inftant,  it  declared — "  the  executive  power  fhall  be  bound  to  comply  with  fuch  requefl." 

The  contradiction  does  not  confift  merely  in  the  words ;  it  is  frill  more  remarkable 
between  the  commencement  and  the  conclufion  of  the  decree.  It  begins  by  declaring, 
that,-  "  to  the  king  alone  is  delegated  the  care  of  maintaining  political  connections 
**  abroad,  and  of  conducting  negotiations ;"  and  it  concludes  by  giviqg  to  the  legiflative 
body  the  power  of  deciding  on  the  proper  time  for  negociating  a  peace.  "  But" — ex- 
claimed Mirabeau — "  who  is  to  know  which  is  the  proper  moment  for  making  peace, 
*l  except  the  perfon  who  holds  the  thread  of  all  political  connections?  Will  you  difclofe 
«'  — faid  that  orator  to  the  Affembly — by  a  public  difcuflion,  the  fecret  motives  which  lead 
4t  you  to  fue  for  peace  ?  Will  you,  by  fuch  means,  betray  the  extent  of  your  flrength  or 
•"  we.  knefs?  It  belongs  then  to  the  executive  power  to  fix  on  the  proper  time  for  nego- 
44  ciation,  to  prepare  for  it  in  filence,  to  conduct  it  with  addrefs." 

80  l'Etat  de  la  France,  p.  185. 
•'  M.  Mourner  alfo  takes  notice  of  this  affectation — he  tells  us  that  on  expreffing  his  concern  (on  the  £xth  01 
October)  that  the  Affembly  had<not  gone  to  the  palace,  in  compliance  with  the  king's  requeft,  c  member  very  grave- 
ly obferved  to  him  that,    the  legiflative  fovier  ought  not  to  wait  upon  the  executive  fonver,     L«  pouvoir  Icjiflptif  ne  doit 
pas  alter  thi%  )e  pouvoir  executif.    Fain  ulatiji  a  la  dentiere  infumSion,  p..i6>  note. 

3  T  in 
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In  oppofition  to  tliefe  fentiments  it  was  obfcrvcd,  that  the  nation  was  alone  compe- 
tent to  decide  on  its  own  intcrcfts  ;  was  alone  entitled  to  difpofe  of  its  own  blood,  It 
was  afked,  Whether  it  was  juft  that  a  man,  deceived  by  his  minifters,  fhould  have  it  in 
his  power  to  expofe  a  whole  nation  to  the  dangers  of  war  ; — to  doom,  from  frivolous 
motives,  a  hundred  thoufand  citizens  to  death,  to  involve  a  hundred  thoufand  families  in 
affliction;  and  to  load  his  fubjc6ts  with  taxes,  for  the  fupport  of  his  deftrudtive  expedi- 
tions ?  The  right  of  declaring  war  is  the  right  of  exprefling  the  general  will,  of 
forming  a  public  refolution,  of  deciding  on  a  great  national  intereft  ; — fuch  a  right  as 
this,  it  was  contended,  could  only  belong  to  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  nation. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  the  mo  ft  powerful  arguments  that  were  employed  to  imprefs 
a  conviction,  that  it  would  be  equally  prejudicial  to  the  national  right,  and  to  the  na- 
tional intereft,  to  leave  the  king  in  poffeffion  of  that  effential  part  of  the  monarchical 
prerogative  which  gives  the  power  of  making  peace  and  war.  It  was  urged  in  reply, 
that  the  fame  fophifms  on  the  queftion  of  right,  the  fame  illufions  on  that  of  intereft, 
were  here  apparent,  as  had  given  birth  to  fo  many  other  errors,  They  were  fophifms  on 
the  queftion  of  right,  fince  they  not  only  incefTantly  confounded  the  legiflative  body 
with  the  nation,  and  the  delegation  of  the  right  with  the  right  itfelf,  but  loft  fight  of  this 
fact — that  the  king  was  alfo  a  reprefentative  of  the  general  will;  and  fince  the  confe- 
quences  which  they  drew  from  this  character  of  reprefentative  were  as  applicable  to  him 
as  to  the  legiflative  body  ;  and  fince,  as  often  as  any  queftion  occurred  on  the  regulation 
of  their  refpedtive  functions,  or  the  determination  of  their  limits,  that  queftion  was 
only  between  the  hereditary  delegate  of  the  nation,  and  its  removable  delegates.  The 
national  fovereignty  was  then  the  judge,  and  not  a  party  in  the  caufe,  and  the  principle 
which  made  all  the  public  refolutions,  the  general  will,  and  the  interefts  of  the  commu- 
nity, center  in  the  people,  did  not  operate  more  in  favour  of  the  Affembly  which  exer- 
cifed  the  legiflative  power,  than  in  favour  of  the  fupreine  chief,  who  was  entrufted  with 
the  executive  power  ;  but  that  principle  being  equally  the  fource  of  both  powers,  held 
the  balance  between  them,  and  if  any  doubts  arofe  on  the  diftribution  of  rights  to  either, 
they  could  only  be  tried  by  the  ftandard  of  general  utility. 

If  the  general  utility,  then — fay  the  advocates  for  monarchy — be  confulted  on  this 
queftion,  Whether  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war  ought  to  be  entrufted  to  the  active 
power,  or  to  the  deliberative  power ;  to  the  monarch,  to  whom  all  the  forces  are  entrufted 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  or  to  the  Affembly,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  make  laws  for 
ruling  it  ?  The  decifion  is  evident,  for  it  is  the  fame  thing  as  afking  whether  the  exer- 
cife  of  that  right  requires  a  promptnefs  of  determination,  afliftance  in  its  preparations, 
ftrength  in  its  means,  and  activity  in  every  thing  that  depends  on  it — and  whether  it  he 
proper  to  delegate  fuch  a  right  to  a  body  incapable,  by  its  nature,  of  fulfilling  the  condir  ' 
tions  annexed  to  it  ? — Means,  however,  were  found  to  perfuade  the  people,  and,  through 

thera^. 
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them,  the  Aflembly,  that  the  fiate  would  be  more  exempt  from  clanger  when  its  chief 
fliould  no  longer  be  at  liberty  to  defend  it  from  external  attacks,  and  fhould  no  longer  be 
confidered  as  its  reprefentative  with  foreign  powers. 

To  fuperinduce  the  adoption  of  this  ftrange  opinion,  the  declamatory  orators  of  the 
democratic  party  appealed  to  the  hiftory  of  all  monarchical  governments,  and  to  ths 
cruel  ufe  which  kings  have  made,  in  all  ages,  of  the  dangerous  right  of  drawing  the 
fword  at  their  pleafure.  They  fhewed  that  oceans  of  blood  had  been  fhed  to  gratify  the 
vanity  of  an  ambitious  monarch,  or  the  interefled  views  of  an  odious  minifter.  They 
exhibited,  in  their  dreadful  reprefentations,  the  deftrucTion  of  the  human  race,  facrificed 
to  the  caprice  of  fovereigns ;  not  one  of  the  common-place  remarks  on  the  horrors  of 
war  efcaped  their  pencil ;  and,  as  if  thofe  horrors  had  been  wholly  confined  to  the  re- 
gions of  monarchy,  they  artfully  threw  a  veil  overall  that  has  occurred  in  other  go- 
vernments, and  feemed  to  have  deftroyed  all  thofe  dark  pages  of  hiftory  which  are  pol- 
luted with  the  more  fanguinary  wars  of  republics  and  oligarchies.  Were  we  to  give  cre- 
dit to  them,  we  fhould  believe  that  the  wifh  of  the  multitude  is  ever  the  wifh  of  reafon ; 
and  that  the  intoxication  of  enthufiafm,  the  whirlwind  of  paffion,  the  arts  of  corrup- 
tion, and  the  blindnefs  of  precipitation,  have  lefs  accefs  to  an  Aflembly  of  eight  hundred 
members,  than  to  a  council  of  feven  or  eight 8a. 

Thefe  are  what  were  termed  illufions.  They  proved,  however,  inadequate  to  feduce 
fuch  as  were  faid  to  underftand  and  adhere  to  the  effential  principles  of  a  good  govern- 
ment. Many  of  thofe  members  of  the  Aflembly  who  were  moil  diftinguifhed  for  foli- 
dity  of  fenfe,  juftnefs  of  fentiment,  and  fplendor  of  eloquence,  vidtorioufly  refuted,  both 
the  fophifms  on  the  right  of  making  war,  and  the  declamations  on  the  pretended  utility 
of  defpoiling  the  king  of  that  material  part  of  his  prerogative. 

"  Since  this  right" — faid  M.  de  Clermont  Tonnerre — "  muft  be  entrufled  to  fome 
"  one,  is  it  not  better  to  confide  it,  under  the  claufe  of  refponfibility,.  to  a  few  perfons 
"  who  are  bound  by  anterior  laws,  than  to  a  great  number  of  men  who  are  reftrained  by 
"  no  laws,  who  are  checked  by  no  refponfibility  f  Will  it  be  more  prudent  to  confide  it, 
*•  unconditionally,  to  thofe  who  will  make  an  arbitrary  ufe  of  it,  than  to  confide  it,  un- 
4i  der  ftri<5t  and  fpecific  conditions,  to  fuch  as  will  be  refponfible  for  the  exercife  of.it  r" 
— The  decifion  of  this  queftion  is  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  every  nation,  and  M.  da 
Clermont  was  well-juftified  in  quoting  the  political  ac"ls  of  violence  and  injustice  exer- 
cifed  by  the  Roman  fenate;  the  calamities  experienced  by  all  thofe  powers  who  hava 
Yeftedthe  right  of  making  peace  and  war  in  an  Aflembly  vvhofe  deliberations  are  public; 
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the  people  of  Athens,  led  away  by  the  mercenary  orators  of  Philip  ,J,  in  fpite  of  the  re- 
monftranceS  of  Demofthenes ;  the  influence  of  intrigues  or  of  foreign  interference  in  the 
Diets  of  Poland,  and  the  fenate  of  Sweden. 

If  the  right  of  making  war  be  verted  in  the  king — faid  the  abbe  de  Monrefquiou — be- 
fore he  attempts  to  excrcifc  it,  he  mud  ncceffarily  reflect  on  all  the  evils  produoed  by  war, 
and  on  the  maledictions  which  he  is  about  to  incur.  If,  on  the  contrary,  that  light  be 
confided  to  the  National  AiTembly,  nothing  will  be  more  eafy  to  it  than  to  engage  in  a 
war  without  incurring  any  part  of  that  odium,  which  is  generally  annexed  to  fnch  a 
meafure.  In  fupport  of  this  obfervation,  the  abbe  remarked,  that  William  the  Third, 
in  England,  where  he  had  the  exclufive  right  of  making  war,  confulted  the  parliament 
before  he  engaged  in  it ;  while  he  did  not  fcruple  to  omit  all  fimilar  forms  in  Holland, 
where  the  right  wag  verted  in  a  reprefentative  aflembly,  which  he  had  reduced  to  fub- 
miffion. 

The  abbe  Maury  demonrtrated,  by  arguments  apparently  irrefiftible,  that  France  would 
no  longer  be  a  monarchy,  but  would  become  a  monjlrous  government,  for  which  no  name 
could  be  found,  fliould  they  prefume  to  defpoil  the  king  of  a  right  inherent  in  his  crown, 
for  the  long  fpace  of  fourteen  centuries — a  right,  of  which  to  deprive  him,  would  be  to 
rob  him  of  the  moft  eflential  prerogative  of  the  executive  power — a  right  which  the 
Aflembly  was  not  authorized  to  conteft,  fince  although  it  was  ordered  by  the  nation  to 
enforce  the  acknowledgment  of  the  ancient  conftitutional  rights  of  the  French,  it  had 
not  receive!  full  power  to  change  and  overturn,  at  its  pleafure,  the  form  of  government ! 
Let  them  quote,  faid,  the  abbe,  from  the  hi/lory  of  the  whole  world,  one  Angle  ftate,  truly 
monarchical,  in  which  the  fovereign  does  not  exercife,  without  difpute  or  participation, 
the  right  of  making  war  and  peace.  The  Englifh  themfelves,  at  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  when  the  throne  was  declared  vacant,  and  when  they  had  the  power  of  impoflng 
fuch  rtftriclions  as  they  might  think  proper  on  their  new  monarch,  never  dreamed  qf 
limiting  the  right  of  making  war,  and  of  concluding  fuch  treaties  of  alliance  or  com- 
merce as  he  might  deem  advantageous  to  the  nation. 

This  eloquent  ecclefiaftic  then  entering  on  a  luminous  difcuffion  of  all  the  epochs  of 
the  monarchy,  endeavoured  to  difpel  the  doubts  which  had  been  artfully  raifed  by  th« 
oppofite  party,  on  the  legal  title  of  the  French  monarchs  fo  the  uninterrupted  poffeflion 
of  that  ancient  right  which  was  now  the  fubjecl  of  difpute.  Only  one  folitary  fa£r. 
had  been  oppofed  to  it ;  and  his  manner  of  refuting  that  part  of  the  arguments  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  is  fufficiently  remarkable  to  juftify  hiftorical  notice. 


*i  The  inhabitants  of  Pan's  had  been  too  often  led  away  by  the  mercenary  orators  of  Philip  > 
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"  It  is  with  concern" — faid  he — "  that  I  find  myfelf  conftrained,  by  the  necefiity  of  a 
"  juft  defence,  to  fix  your  attention  on  a  difaftrous  epoch,  which  every  true  Frenchman 
"  mult  wifh  to  efface  from  our  annals.  1  allude  to  the  year  1356,  when  the  States- 
"  General  were  aflembled,  immediately  after  the  ignominious  defeat  of  Maupertuis, 
•'  near  Poitiers.  That  National  AfTembly,  or  rather  that  grand  confpiracy,  directed  by 
"  Stephen  Marcel,  provoft  of  Paris,  undertook  to  forbid  the  dauphin,  then  regent  of  the 
'*  kingdom,  to  exercife  the  right  of  making  peace  and  vvar.  You  recoiled!:,  gentlemen, 
"  the  deplorable  ftate  into  which  our  unhappy  country  was  plunged  at  this  calamitous 
"  period.  The  popular  plunderer,  Marcel,  feized  the  produce  of  the  taxes;  caufed  the 
•'king's  moft  faithful  fervants  to  be  mafTacred  in  his  very  palace ;  and  deceived  the 
"  people  by  promulgating  the  moft  feditious  maxims;  the  nobility  were  aflaffinated  in 
«  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  feats  of  the  wealthy  were  reduced  toafhes;  to  be 
"  rich  was,  in  fome  meafure,  to  be  guilty  of  a  capital,  crime  ;  and  property  the  moft  fa- 
"  cred  was  openly  invaded.  All  thofe  magiftrates,  who  were  royalifts,  were  depofed. 
"  The  confpirators,  wifhing  to  eftablifh  a  royal  democracy  in  France,  had  ufurped  all 
"  the  powers  of  the  king.  An  univerfal  defection  took  place  throughout  the  army. 
"  That  part  of  the  infurgents  which  was  attached  to  Char-la  the  Bad,  propofed  to  raife 
"  to  the  throne  a  prince  of  a  collateral-branch  ;  a  prince,  too,  who  was  convidted  of 
"  having  formed  the  moft  abominable  plots  for  the  total  annihilation  of  the  royal  fami- 
«*.  ly  S4.  This  multitude  of  confpirators  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  ftandard  of  revolt,  that 
"  was  publickly  difplayed.  The  provoft  of  Paris  had  delivered  up  the  gate  of  Saint 
"  Anthony  to  the  Englifh  and  Navarrefe.  King  John  was,  at  that  time,  a  captive  in 
"  London  :  the  regent  was  a  minor.  It  was  under  thefe  unhappy  circumftances  that 
"  the  guilty  States,  profiting  by  the  captivity  of  the  monarch,  and  the  minority  of  the 
"  regent,  difputed  the  king's  right  of  making  war  and  peace.  But  the  French  nation 
"was  no  fooner  reftored  to  itfelf,  than  it  repulfed  and  exterminated,  as  enemies  to  the 
"ftate,  thofe  daring  madmen,  who  had  fought  to  fubftitute  the  principles  of  democracy, 
■*'  in  other  words,  a  general  infurredlion,  for  the  ancient  government  of  the  kingdom. 
*'  The  States,  convened  in  1359,  formally  acknowledged  the  king's  right  of  making 
"war,  and  when  they  refufed  to  ratify  the  treaty  between  John  and  Edward,  the  only 
"  motive  they  alledged  for  their  refuful  was,  that  the  king  was  not  at  liberty  when  he 
"  figned  it.  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  epoch  of  horror  and  carnage,  whence  our  ancef- 
"  tors  faw,  for  the  firft  time,  thofe  ftrange  fyftems  aiife,  which  are  now  revived  in  tills 
"  AfTembly.  The  comparifon  to  which  they  muft  neceffanly  lead,  and  which  we  are 
"  compelled  to  exhibit  to  our  adverfaries,  (fince  they  have  dared  to  avail  themfelves  of 


»4  Though  the  abbe  Maury  ftriaiy  confined  himfelf  to  the  point  of  truth  in  his  reprefentation  of  the  times  he 
was  delineating,  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  to  have  exhibited  a  more  ftriking  or  faithful  picture  of  the  frcjent  times. 
The  features  cannot  fail  to  be  recognized,  though  the  colouring  is  too  faint. 
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**  an  example  thus  calculated  to  excite  difguft)  will  not,  I  trull,  prove  very  favourable  to 
"  their  defire  of  fecuring  the  confidence-  of  the  nation. 

"  It  is  proved,  by  all  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the  French  government,  that  the 

"  right  of  declaring  war  belongs  to  the  king.     It  is  proved,  then,  that  the  king  wilt 

**■  ceafe  to  be  king,  if  this  prerogative  be  taken  from  hira  ;  if  he  be  not  the  fole  rcprefen- 

'*«  tative  of  the  nation  with  foreign  powers ;  or,  at  leaft,  it  will,  furely,  be  acknowledg- 

"  ed,  that  fuch  a  phantom  of  a  king  will  no  longer  be  the  monarch  of  the  French." 

The  abbe  Maury  was- equally  impreffive  when,  quitting  the  point  of  right  to  confider 
the  intereft  of  the  nation,  he  afked  the  Aflembly,  how  it  could  be  uneafy  about  the  dele*- 
gation  of  a  right,  which  it  was  impoflible  to  exercife,  and  a  fortiori  to  abufe,  without 
that  affiftance  which  could  only  be  derived  from  itfelf  ?  and  how  it  could  anfwer  for  the 
fafety  of  the  nation,  if,  after  having  given  to  the  legiflative  body  the  power  of  impofing' 
taxes,  it  fhould  likewife  confer  on  it  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war — how  that  body,  re- 
leafed  from  all  refponfibility,  and  expofed  to  the  afcendancy  of  eloquence,  the  fedudtion 
of  gold,  the  threats  of  a  deluded  people,  and,  above  all,  to  the  firft  emotions  of  enthufi- 
aftic  patriotifm,  unmatured  by  reflection — could  infpire  the  nation  with  as  much  confi- 
dence as  a  citizen- king,  whofe  interefts  were  infeparable  from  the  public  profperity? — 
and  how,  when  this  ftate  centinel  muft  neceffarily  keep  an  inceffant  watch  over  the  mo- 
tions of  every  power  in  Europe,  affemblies,  permanent  indeed,  but  deftined  in  future  to 
fit  only  four  months  in  the  year,  for  the  difcharge  of  the  numerous  duties  they  had  im- 
pofed  on  themfelves,  could  preferve  that  fame  continuity  of  vigilance  which  was  necef- 
i'ary  for  obferving.the  difpofitions,  the  projects,  and  the  refources  of  the  different  courts ; 
that  promptitude  of  decifion,  without  which  the  firft  of  all  political  advantages,  the  art 
of  profiting  by  the  moment,  couldnot  exift;  and  that  neceffary  fecrecy,  without  which 
the  defigns  of  France,  and  her  preparations,  would  be  continually  difclofed  to  other  na- 
tions, who  would  be  ftudioufly  careful  to  conceal  their  own  ? 

The  fame  confederations  were  developed  by  Mirabeau,  with  all  that  energy  by  which 
his  fpeeches  were  generally  diftinguifhed.  "  Let  me  afk  you" — faid  he  to  his  colleagues—  - 
«4  whether  we  fhall  have  any  better  fecurity,  that  no  wars  but  fuch  as  are  founded  in  juf- 
**  tice  will  be  undertaken,  if  we  delegate  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  making  war  exelu- 
"  fively  to  an  affembly  of  (even  hundred  perfons?  Hsve  you  forefeen  how  far  the  tranf- 
"  ports  of  paffion,  how  far  miftakei-  courage,  and  falfe  ideas  of  dignity,  may  lead  us  to  the 
"  adoption  and  j unification  of  imprudent  meafures  ?  Caft  your  eyes  on  all  political  af-- 
"  fcmblies;  you  will  fee  that  they  have  never  declared  war  but  when  under  the  influ- 
"  eiice  of  paffion.  If- you  jive  the  exclusive  right  of  deciding  on  the  propriety  of  go- 
"  ing  to  war  to  the  legiflative  body,  will  you  avoid  that  flownefs  of  deliberation,  which,. 
<*  in  fuch  cafes,  is  attended  with  infinite  danger?  Have  you  no  dread  left  your  national 

'*  force 
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*«  force  fhould  be  pal/zed,  as  in  Poland,  Holland,  &c.  Have  you  no  apprehenfions  that 
•'  that  tardinefs  will  be  augmented,  either  becaufe  our  conjlitution  infcnjibly  affumea  the 
*'  form  of  a  great  confederacy,  or  becaufe  the  departments  muft  inevitably  acquire  a  con- 
■'  fiderable  influence  over  the  lcgiflative  body?  Do  you  entertain  rto  fears  left  the  peo- 
«*  pie,  being  informed  that  their  reprefentauYt»ore  to  declare  war  in  their  name,  fhould 
*•  not  thereby  contrail  a  dangerous  tendency  towards  a  demo-.vacy,  or,  *athcr,  "towards  an 
*'  oligarchy  ? — left  the  wifh  for  war  and  peace  fhould  originate  in  your  provinces,  fhould 
"  foon  become  the  fubjedt.  of  petitions,  and  excite,  in  a  vaft  body  of  men,  all  the  agita- 
•*  tion  which  an  objedT:  of  fucli  importance  is  capable  of  exciting?  Have  you  no  fears 
"  that  the  legiflative  body  may  be  induced  to  pafs  the  boundaries  of  its  own  power,  by 
**  the  almoft  inevitable  confluences  of  the  exercrfe  of  the  right  of  making  peace  and 
*'  war?  Have  you  no  fears  that,  in  order  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  a  war  voted  by  itfelf, 
•'  it  may  feek  to  influence  its  direction,  and  the  choice  of  generals,  efpecially  in  cafe  of 
■**  misfortune,  and  that  it  may  infpeft  every  meafure  adopted  by  the  monarch,  with  an 
•*  ever-doubting  eye  of  fufpicion  and  jealouly,  that  would,  in  fadr,  form  a  fecoud  execu- 
■*'  tive  power  ? 

"  Again,  do  you  think  nothing  of  the  inconvenience  of  an  aflembly  being  obliged  to 
*'  aflemble  at  the  very  time  it  fhould  be  employed  in  deliberating  ; — of  ti:e  uncertain* 
'*  ty  and  hefitation  which  muft  mark  all  the  meafures  of  the  executive  power,  which  will 
"  never  know  the  extent  of  your  provisional  orders;  ot  the  inconveniences  attending  * 
'*  public  difcuflion  of  the  motives  for  making  war  or  peace — a  difcuffion,  of  which 
<l  all  the  fecrets  of  the  ftate  (and  long  fhall  we  have  fuch  fecrets;  often  compofe 
*'  the  very  elements  ? 

'*'  Laftly,  do  you  think  nothing  of  tile  danger  of  transporting  republican  forms  into  a 
-*«  government  at  once  reprefentative  and  monarchical  ?  Let  me  entreat  you  to  reflect  on 
«'  this  danger,  for  your  own  fakes,  for  the  fake  of  the  conftitution,  and  for  the  fake  of 
-  **  the  king85!"— It  was  impoflible  to  reprefent  with  greater  force  and  perfpicuity  thofe 
motives  which  neceflarily  led  to  the  conclufion,  that  the  right  of  making  peace  and  war 
fhould  remain  vefted  in  the  king;  and  yet  that  conclufion  was  neither  adopted  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  nor,  finally,  by  Mirabeau  himfelf,  who,  after  the  decree  had  paffed,  became  the 
pufillanirhous  advocate  of  that  very  queftion  which  he  had,  at  firft,  fo  openly  and  fo 
ably  attacked.     Video  meliori  proboaue,  deteriora  fequor,  fhould  have  been  his  motto.     In- 

*s  Io  confequence  of  this  fpeech,  Mirabeau,  who  had  the  fortune  of  being  fo  often,  alternately,  the  idol,  and  the 
-averfion,  of  the  mob,  became  the  object  of  their  utmoft  execration  and  rage.  It  wa3  immediately  reported,  either 
by  the  democratic  party  in  the  Aflembly,  or  by  thofe  in  the  galleries,  that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  court :  and 
this  charge  being  fpeedily  conveyed  to  the  populace,  a  pamphlet  was  within  a  few  hours  cried  and  hawked  about 
the  ftreets,  entitled— "  Tot  Great  Treachery  of  Count  Mirabeau."  In  this  dangerous  predicament  he  fhewed  great  bold- 
'  JWfc,  and  braved- the  democrates;  but  foon  contrived,  as  ufual,  by  a  change  of  conduct,  to  reconcile  matters. 

3  U  7.  deed 


47^  REIGN    OF  [l'790t*' 

deed  it  might  have  been  applied  with  almoft  equal  propriety  to  the  major  part  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  who  were  ovcr-awcd  by  the  mob  that  collected  in  the  Thuilleries,  and  by  the 
exclamations  of  thofe  in  tbc  galleries,  on  the  day  they  paffed  the  deciee. 

Immediately  after  the  publication  of  this  decree,  the  AfTembly  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  into  and  ieport  upon  all  treaties  of  alliance  exifting  between  France  and 
other  countries.  This  enquiry  was  founded  upon  a  new  doctrine  at  this  time  hoklen 
by  many  of  the  moft  violent  republicans — that  all  treaties  concluded  by  kings  were  in 
their  nature  illegal,  therefore  null,  and  confequently  fhould  not  be  binding  on  the  nation. 

It  appears  from  the  event,  that  however  other  treaties  were  confidered,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  fupport  the  connection  and  alliances  with  Spain,  even  at  the  hazard  of  a  war,  a 
confequence,  which,  in  the  prefent  convulfed  and  disjointed  ftate  of  the  nation,  muft  have 
been  attended  with  infinite  danger.  During  this  interval,  the  people  evinced  that  hatred 
of  the  Englifh,  which,  notwithftanding  the  occafional  profeffions  of  amity  and  regard, 
itill  lurked  in  their  hearts.  Violent  fpeeches  had  been  made,  both  in  the  Affembly  and 
the  popular  clubs,  and  violent  pamphlets  publifhed,  all  calculated  to  agitate  and  inflame 
the  public  mind,  by  expatiating  upon  the  ambitious  views  and  dangerous  defigns  attri- 
buted to  England.  Commercial  jealoufy  was  alfo  rouzed,  and  tended  to  encreafe  the  na- 
tional enmity.  The  merchants  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  a  great,  powerful,  and  nume- 
rous order  of  men,  were  alarmed  by  the  apprehenfion,  that  if  Spain  fhould  be  deferted 
in  this  emergency,  fhe  would  find  herfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  concluding  a  treaty  with 
England,  which,  in  its  confequences,  might  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of 
France.  The  remonftrances  and  influence  of  the  merchants  were  feconded  and  confirm- 
ed by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  alliances,  which  was  highly  favourable  to  Spain, 
and  confequently  adverfe  to  England. 

Things  were  in  this  train,  when  M.  Montmorin,  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  laid  be- 
fore the  National  Affembly  a  recent  application  from  the  court  of  Spain  kfor  the  expect- 
ed afliftance.  The  equipment  of  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a  defenfive  alliance  with  Spain, 
were  immediately  determined  upon;  the  Affembly,  at  the  fame  time,  deprecating  any 
alliance  for  offenfive  purpofes ;  a  referve  which  could  operate  only  in  words,  as  the  af- 
fi.ftance  muft  from  its  nature  prove  offeniive.  A  fleet  of  above  thirty  fail  was- fitted  out 
at  Breft  with  the  utmoft  poffible  expedition;  but  the  French  naval  force  had,  by  this 
time,  fhaken  off  all  fubordination  and  discipline,  with  the  fame  contempt  as  the  army 
had  done,  and  the  feamen  were  become  in  all  refpefts  as  diforderly  and  licentious  as  the 
foldiers.  They  had  already  gone  to  fuch  a  length  as  to  refufe  to  ferve  under  any  offiU 
ccrs  but  fuch  as  they  liked  ;  had  inftituted  committees  to  report  upon  the  naval  qualifi- 
cations, and  political  principles,  of  their  commanders  ;  and  had,  in  fome  inftancesi, 
cafklered  their  captains,  and  chofen  new  ones;  a  meafure  deducible  from,  and  fully  war* 

ranted 
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ranted  by,  that  part  of  the  new  doctrines,  which  held,  that  kings  were  liable  to  be  ca- 
/hiered  for  mifbehaviour  like  footmen.  Thefe  mutineers  had  likewife  been  guilty  of 
great  diforders  and  excefles  in  the  port  and  town  of  Breft ;  and,  it  was  faid,  were  encou- 
raged and  fupported  in  all  their  enormities  by  the  municipality  of  that  place. 

M.  Albert  de  Rioms  was  firft  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  this  mutinous  fleet, 
a  man  of  good  character,  deemed  an  able  officer,  and  fully  competent  to  difcharge  tbe 
duties  of  his  command  in  all  fituations  of  fervice  that  could  occur.  It  was  faid,  and  is 
believed,  that  whatever  the  admiral's  other  qualifications  might  be,  he  was  fufpected  of 
not  being  fo  thoroughly  democratic  in  his  principles  as  the  violent  party  in  the  Aflembly 
wifhed  him  to  be.  It  was  likewife  fuppofed,  that  they  wanted  to  make  the  diforders  at 
Breft  a  pretence  for  turning  both  that  admiral  and  the  prefent  minifters  out  of  their 
offices  together  ;  at  the  latter  of  whom  they  had  long  been  carping,  without,  however, 
being  able  to  bring  any  one  diredt  charge  to  the  proof  againft  them.  Some  new  penal 
marine  law  or  code,  which  had  been  haftily  voted  by  the  Aflembly,  gave  fuch  offence  to 
the  failors,  that  a  more  violent  mutiny  than  any  which  had  yet  taken  place,  fuddenly 
broke  out  at  Breft.  When  their  officers  endeavoured  to  recall  them  to  their  duty,  by  re- 
minding them  of  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  obedience  which  they  had  taken; — they  re- 
plied, in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  Revolution,  •*  We  have  taken  no  oath;  we  are  the 
"  ftrongeft,  and  will  make  the  law  8V 

As  all  bufinefs  was  now  tranfacled  by  committees,  one  was  immediately  appointed  to* 
enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  caufes  of  thefe  diforders.  M.  Menon,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers, accordingly  reported,  that  both  the  failors  and  the  municipality  were  deferving  not 
only  of  cenfure  but  of  punifhment ;  but  he,  at  the  fame  time,  reprefented,  that  the  gene- 
ral diflike  to,  and  want  of  confidence  in,  the  miniftry,  was  the  latent  caufe  of  all  the 
riots,  mutinies,  and  diforders  in  the  kingdom.  A  motion  was  immediately  made  for  ac- 
cufing  the  minifters,  but,  though  it  occafioned  a  violent  debate,  it  wqs  moft  unexpect- 
edly loft;  a  disappointment  which  excited  the  moft  violent  rage  in  the  democratic  party. 
M.  Cazales  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  an  excellent  fpeech  which  he  made,  on  this  occar- 
fion,  tending  to  demonftrate  the  impolicy  of  influencing  the  will  of  the  monarch  in  the 
choice  of  minifters.  He  infifted,  that  the  interference  of  the  legiflative  body  in  fuch  a 
point  was  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  tended  to  deftroy  that  di- 
vifion  of  powers  on  which  the  fafety  of  nations  depended.  He  enforced  and  confirmed 
this  doctrine  by  quotations  from  the  Englifh  hiftory,  taken  from  the  reign  of  the  two 
Charleses  and  the  third  William.     He  concluded  thus  : 

"  I  muft  now  obferve  to  the  National  Aflembly,  that  the  minifters  whom  they  now 
**  attack  were  pointed  out  by  themfelves  to  the  king,  and  that  many  of  them  were 

?6  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  torn.  vi.  p.  168, 

"  chofen 
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•«  chofen  from  among  tUeir  own  members:  every  vague  accufation  is  the  invention  of  a 
•«  tyrant;  wherever  fuch  are  countenanced,  the  ftate — to  ufc  the  expreffion  of  Montef- 
"  quieu — fflufi  be  deftitutc  of  freedom. 

"  It  is  already  reported,  that  a  project  is  formed  for  taking  from  the  royal  authority 
"  what  little  efficacy  it  is  (till  fuffered  to  retain  ;  fuch  a  project  is,  doubtlefs,  far  from 
"  being  the  wifh  of  the  Affembly  ;  but  if  they  fhould  be  brought  to  adopt  it,  the  true 
"  friends  of  the  monarchy  would  then  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  crowd  around 
*'  the  throne,  and  bury  themfelves  beneath  its  ruins." 

Upon  the  re-confideration  of  the  report,  on  the  following  day,  the  fame  reporter,  who 
had  before  acknowledged,  that  both  the  failors  and  the  municipality  had  been  guilty  of 
crimes  deferring  of  punifhment,  had  the  effrontery  to  tell  the  Affembly,  that  fince  they 
would  not  punifh  the  real  authors  of  the  milchief,  they  ought  not  to  punifh  men,  who  had 
only  erred  through  an  excefs  of  jmtr'iot'ifm.  This  ftrange  doclrine  was  adopted  as  foon  as 
delivered  ;  and,  in  defiance  of  all  regard  to  military  order,  fubordination,  and  difcipline. 
The  mutinous  failors  were  only  mildly  exhorted  to  return  to  their  duty  ;  fomethinglike 
an  apology  was  made  to  them  for  the  new  penal  articles,  by  promifing  to  re-confider 
them  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were  flattered,  by  being  prefented  with  a  new  ftriped 
flag,  which  was  to  fuperfede  the  ancient  white  military  enfign  of  France.  The  rage  of 
the  democratic  party  at  the  defeat  which  they  had  experienced  on  the  preceding  day,  was 
fo  exceffive  as  to  become  intolerable  ;  and  fome  of  the  oppofite  fide  having  expreffed 
their  difapprobationat  the  meafure  propofed  of  changing  the  national  flag,  this  awakened 
all  the  fuppreffed  fury  ofMirabeau,  who,  with  hisufual  intemperance  and  violence,  cried  out 
— "  The  ariftocrates  are  grown  infolent  from  their  victory  of  yeflerday;  a  fortnight  ago 
*'  they  would  not  have  dared,  for  their  own  fafety,  to  object  to  this  propofal."  Thefe 
words,  being  properly  refented,  brought  forth  the  immediate  reply,  "  That  it  was  lan- 
"  guage  worthy  only  of  a  leader  of  banditti."  Thus  was  inftantly  produced  one  Of 
thofe  fcenes  of  diforder,  noife,  clamour,  and  paflion,  which  fo  often  difgraced  that 
**  augujl "  body. 

The  fervants  or  affiftants  of  the  executive  government,  being  now  convinced  that  their 
official  fate  was  finally  determined,  did  not  hold  it  to  be  either  prudent  or  wife  to  urge 
the  exertions  of  power  to  any'farther  extremity.  Luzerne,  the  marine  minifter,  refign- 
ed,  and  was  replaced  by  Fleureu  ;  but  fome  fufpicion  or  diilike  prevailing  againft  him, 
he  experienced  fo  many  mortifications  from  the  Affembly,  that  he  was  foon  after 
glad  to  refign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  M.  Thevenard.  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  the  war 
minifter,  was  fucceeded  by  M.  Duportail,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  pleafe  the 
Affembly,  but  was  loudly  reproached  by  the  other  fide,  for  totally  neglecting  the  difci- 
pline of  the  army,  and  fuffering  the  foldiers,  already  too  little  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  any 
order  or  controul,  to  become  entirely  independent  of  all  command ;  at  the  fame  time 

that 
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that  they  began  to  be  the  common  accufers  of  their  officers,  and  conftituted  themfelves 
judges  not  only  of  their  actions,  but  of  their  principles.  M.  Duport  du  Tertre  was  ap- 
pointed minifter  of  juftice  and  the  admiral  de  Rioms ;  having  refigned,  he  was  fucceeded 
in  the  command  of  the  Breft  fleet  by  the  celebrated  navigator,  Bougainville. 

Though  the  failors  at  Breft  were  pacified,  and  the  preparations  carried  on  with  fuch 
vigour  as  to  be  nearly  if  not  quite  concluded,  the  court  of  Spain  received  fuch  terrible  ac- 
counts of  the  incorrigible  fpirit  of  diforder  and  mutiny  which  prevailed  in  the  French 
fleet,  that  it  is  faid  to  have  been  imprefled  with  the  greateft  dread  of  engaging,  with 
fuch  conforts,  in  a  doubtful  war  with  a  moft  formidable  enemy  ;  the  whole  fortune  and 
fuccefs  of  which  muft  almoft  wholly  depend  upon  the  joint  and  great  naval  exertions  of 
the  united  nations.  This  impreffion  was  fuppofedand  believed  to  be  the  principal  opera- 
tive motive  with  Spain,  inducing  her  fuddenly  to  conclude  the  convention  with  England, 
which  fettled  the  differences  between  the  two  nations87. 

During  thefe  tranfadtions  the  violent  republican  party  found  themfelves  fo  much  in- 
creafed  in  ftr.ength  and  in  number,  both  within  and  without  the  Aflembly,  and  believed 
that  the  new  fyftem  was  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  that  they  did  not  deem  it  neceffary  to  fub- 
mit  any  longer  to  the  reftraint  of  obferving  any  terms  with  the  nobility ,  but  thought  they 
might  venture  boldly  to  bring  forward  their  grand  and  long- concerted  fcheme  for  the 
total  extirpation  of  that  body  ;  and  even,  fo  far  as  it  was  poflible  to  be  done,  to  erafe 
and  obliterate  the  very  name,  along  with  all  memorials  and  remembrance  of  their  pari. 
exiftence. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  many  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the  French  nobility,  whether 
with  refpect  to  family,  fortune,  character,  or  influence,  (among  whom  we  fhall  men- 
tion,  as  inftances,  the  dukes  de  la  Rochefoucault  and  de  Liancourt)  although  they  ab- 
horred fome  of  the  violent  acts  of  the  Aflembly,  were  ftill  zealous  adherents  to  the  Re- 
volution,! fo  far  as  it  correfponded  with  the  principles  originally  avowed  by  its  advocates 
and  friends ;  for  they  were  no  lefs  averfe  from  regal  defpotifm  than  the  democratcs  them- 
felves, but  they  detefted  republicanifm  even  more  than  defpotifm,  as  the  greater  evil  of 
the  two.  Their  object  was  a  rational,  moderate,  limited  monarchy,  whofe  powers  fhould 
beprecifely  defined,  which,  with  full  fecurity  to  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  people, 
with  all  the  liberty  that  was  compatible  with  good  government,  fhould,  at  the  fame  time, 

,  87  While  this  bufinefs  was  pending,  M.  Dupont,  a  member  of  the  National  Aflembly,  published  a  pamphlet,  en- 
titled, "  Confiderat'ons  on  the  Politics  of  France,  Spain,  and  England,"  in  which  he  innfted,  that  the  court  of 
France  fhould  fummon  that  of  England  to  difarm  immediately,  and  that  the  Englijh  nation  fhould  be  informed,  that 
if  fhe  refufed  to  comply,  the  French  nation  "  fwore,  upon  her  honour,  that  fhe  would  inftantly  repair  to  London, 
"  in  order  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  her  propofals."  "  The  anlwer" — faid  he — "  muft  be  prompt,  for  either 
•♦•England -muft  begin  to  difarm  in  a  week,  or  hoftilities  muft  commence  in  a  months"; 

have 
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lave  its  own  rights  as  firmly  fccured,  and  as  well  guarded,  as  theirs.  It  will  be  cafily 
perceived,  from  a  recollection  of  paft  circumftances,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  fupport 
and  influence  of  luch  men  as  thele,  in  different  leafons  of  great  difficulty,  thebufinefs 
of  the  Revolution  could  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  have  been  axomplifhed.  But  they  were  now 
no  longer  deemed  neceffary,  and  they  experienced,  as  well  as  the  clergy,  to  their  grief 
and  coft,  that  from  the  beginning  they  had  been  made  imkuments  and  tools  to  the  defigns 
of  that  faction,  which  they  abhorred  and  detefted  beyond  all  others. 

This  occaflon  renders  it  neceffary  to  notice  a  flrange  character,  which,  except  in  the 
■account  of  fo  Angular  a  Revolution  as  that  of  France,  could  fcarcely  have  found  means 
to  attract:  the  obfervation  of  an  hiftorian. — This  man  was  a  difcontented  Pruffian,  who 
had  affumed  the  ftrange  name  of  Anacharfis  Clootz,  and  who  wanted  to  communicate 
the  knowledge  of  that  liberty  to  the  French,  which  he  dared  not  to  talk,  about  at  home. 
Though  the  obfeurity  in  which  he  was  involved  was  highly  unfavourable  to  his  exer- 
tions, yet,  having  received  fo  much  education  in  Germany  as  fufficed  to  exalt  his  natural 
extravagance  to  its-utmoft  pitch,  his  felf-confidence  would  not  allow  him  to  mifs  any  op- 
portunity of  exhibiting  his  talents  to  the  public.  As  declamatory  philofophy,  and  tlie 
negative  quality  of  infidelity,  were  the  points  in  which  he  fuppofed  himfelf  principally 
to  excel,  he  conceived,  and  not  without  fome  rational  grounds,  that  Paris  was  the  place 
for  difplaying  to  advantage  his  abilities  and  endowments  :  but  whether  it  was  that  the 
people  thought  they  had  orators  and  philofophers  enough  of  their  own,  and  that  infide- 
lity was  too  common  to  bear  any  value,  or  that  the  bombaft  with  which  his  eloquence 
was  loaded  was  incc  luprehenfible  even  to  the  Parifians,  fo  it  was,  that  all  his  exertions 
were  unable  to  pufh  him  forward  into  any  degree  of  particular  notice. 

The  modern  Anacharfis,  thus  foiled  in  his  hopes,  that  eloquence  and  philofophy  would 
have  opened  the  way  to  fame  and  fortune,  fhrewdly  conceived,  that  extravagance  might 
poffibly  fucceed  where  they  failed.  Having  procured  a  number  of  thofe  vagabonds  who 
filled  and  infefted  the  flreets  of  Paris,  and  hired  all  the  ancient,  foreign,  and  grotefque 
dreffes,  which  the  opera  and  play-houfes  could  fupply,  in  order  to  difguife  them,  he  maf- 
queraded  at  the  head  of  this  motley  crew  to  the  National  Affembly,  where  he  intro- 
duced them  as  ambafTadors  arrived  from  all  or  mod  of  the  nations  of  the  globe,  being  the 
virtual  ambafTadors  of  all  thofe  enflaved  nations  who  wifhed  to  be  free,  and  were  there- 
fore difpofed  to  enter  into  fraternity  with  France,  for  the  glorious  purpofe  of  eftablifhing 
liberty  throughout  the  world.  The  orator,  in  order  to  give  a  full  difplay  to  his  talents, 
delivered  a  fpeech,  in  the  name  of  his  dumb  gang  of  ambafTadors, which  for  abfurdity  and 
■bombaft  equalled  any  thing  that  ever  was,  or  can  be,  fpoken.  In  this  he  reprefented  the 
ambafTadors  of  all  exifting  governments,  as  being  themfelves  flaves,  the  reprefentatives  of 
•tyrants,  and  therefore  unfitting  to  be  received  in  the  honourable  public  character  which 
they  afTumed  :  that  thofe  citizens  by  whom  he  was  accompanied  were  the  real  reprefenta- 
tives 
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tives  and  ambafTadors -of  mankind,  and  had  conftituted  him,  in  their  name,  to  demand 
places  for  them,  fuitable  to  their  rank  and  character,  at  the  enfuing  grand  confederation 
of  the  nation. 

So  bare- faced,  fo  impudent,  fo  ridiculous  a  farce,  was  never  before  exhibited,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  any  public  affembly,  or,  indeed,  of  any  collection  of  men  fuppofed  to  be  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  rational  faculties87.  To  heighten,  if  that  were  poffible,  the  ridiculoufnefs 
of  the  fcene,  it  was  affirmed,  that  feveral  of  the  Afiatic  ambafTadors,  ftripped  of  their  hired 
robes  and  plumes,  were  feen  at  the  doors  of  the  Affembly,  in  their  proper  garb  and  cha- 
racter, humbly  folicitirig  the  payment  of  their  wages: — a  trifling  matter,  which,  it  would 
feem,  the  fublime  ideas  of  their  orator  had  rendered  him  inattentive  to". 

It  feems,  however,  probable,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  immediate  con- 
fequences,  that  this  exhibition  was  not  to  be  entirely  afcribed  to  the  extravagance  or  in- 
finity of  Clootz;  but  was  calculated  to  anfwer  a  moil  ferious  and  important  purpofe. 
But  to  underftand  this,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that,  from  the  bad,  and  too  often, 
fhameful,  effects,  which  the  copious  libations  to  Bacchus,  during  the  hour  of  dinner, 
had  frequently  produced  on  the  debates  of  the  Affembly,  it  had  long  become  a  ftanding 
rule,  though  without  any  particular  order  for  it,  that  no  bufinefs  of  moment  fliould  be 
brought  forward  at  the  evening  fittings.  On  this  account,  they  were  generally  Very 
thinly  attended,  moft  of  the  members  gladly  Sizing  the  opportunity  of  indulging  thefc 
purfuits  of  private  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  from  which  they  had  been  witti-holdcn  by  the 
morning  fitting.  The  exhibition  we  have  defcribed  was  prefented  at  an  evening  fitting, 
(on  the  nineteenth  of  June) ;  when  the  houfe  was  not,  indeed,  fo  thin  as  ufual,  but, 
however  it  happened,  fo  it  was,  that  the  moft  violent  of  the  democratic  leaders,  and  that 
party  in  general,  were  thofe  who  principally  attended. 

When  the  mock  ambafTadors  had  a£ted  their  part,  and  were  withdrawn,  it  feemed  as  if 
the  Affembly  thought  it  neceffary  to  a£t  theirs  likewife.  As  if  they  had  Relieved  the 
mockery  which  they  had  juft  beheld  to  be  a  reality,  and  that  the  ambafTadors  of  all  man- 


'7  We  might  naturally  have- fuppofed-  that  no  writer,  in  poffeffion  of  his  rational  faculties,  could  have  received 
this  ahfurd  f.irce  as  a  ferious  reprefentation,  and  have  confidered  the  motley  followers  of  Clootz  as  the  real  charac- 
ters which  their  leader  ftated  them  to  be,  had  we  not  met  with  the  following  paffage  in  the  Englifh  "  Hiftory  of 
"  the  Revolution  :"— •'  The  patriotic  feelings  of  the  Affembly  ioere  raifed  to  a  high  fitch  of  enthufiafm,  by  a  deputation  of  fo- 
**  feigners  from  eveiy  nation,  luho  came  to  teflify  their  i  efpeSi  for  the  nciu  conflitution,  in  a  •warm  panegyric,  and  to  reaue/t  a  feat  at 
"■the  enfuing  felcmnity.  Thy  ivere  anfwered  by  the  prefident  'with  dignity,  and  difm'ffed  with  refplil."  Vol.  i.  p.  345.— 
jRifum  teneatis  ? 

18  One  of  thefe  philofophical  mendicants  flopped  M.  d:  Siancoun,  at  the  door  of  the  Affembly,  whom  he  mif« 
taokforM.V?  Liancowt,  and  faid  to  him — "  I  called  at  your  houfe,  fir." — "  Why,  I  do  not  know  you,  my  friend."— 
■"  Why  it  is  I,  fir,  you  know  very  well."—"  No,  friend,  I  do  not."—"  I  am  the  man  who  reprefented  th«  Chaldean, 
*  and  1  am  come  for  my  twelve  livres,"— Journal  Politique,  &c.  torn.  iii.  p.  68.  note, 
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kind  were  in  fait  prefent,  and  fupplfcating  their  protection,  they  were  all  at  orfce,  as  if 
they  had  felt  an  electric  fhock,  ftricken  with  the  moft  violent  fit  of  enthufiafm  for  liber- 
ty, which  it  was  poffible  to  defcribe  or  imagine.  The  firft  efFufion  of  this  paffion  was 
highly  laudable  ;  it  was  a  decree  to  deftroy  or  remove  thofe  figures  of  chained  flaves,  in- 
tended to  reprefent  proftrate  and  conquered  nations,  which  furround  the  ftatue  fo 
much  celebrated,  and  fo  often  condemned  and  ridiculed,  of  .Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  in  the 
Place  des  Victoires,  and  which,  but  for  this  decree,  might  have  long  continued  fhameful 
memorials  of  the  infuffxrable  vanity  and  arrogance  of  that  monarch. 

The  fucceeding  effect  of  this  enthufiafm  was  not  fo  blamelefs.  The  refolution  for 
abolifhing  hereditary  nobility  for  ever  was,  in  this  evening's  fitting,  introduced,  debated 
in  a  certain  manner,  and  paffed  into  an  irrevocable  law  before  their  rifmg.  It  was  to  little 
purpofe  that  the  nobility,  all  the  royalifts,  and  many  others,  who  were  not  abfolute  re- 
publicans, cried  out,  in  the  midft  of  their  diftrefs  or  aftonifhment,  againft  the  unfairnefs 
and  difhpnefty  of  this  proceeding,  which  they  openly  afferted  was  carried  by  ftratagem 
^nd  furprize.  The  law  was  paffed,  and  there  was  no  remedy  !  There  was  no  houfe  of 
lords  to  check  the  exorbitance  of  a  houfe  of  commons  ;  there  was  no  king,  with  free- 
dom or  power  to  curb  the  enormities  of  either,  or  both  ;  and,  to  crown  the  evil,  the  Af- 
fembly  itfelf  was  unfortunately  not  bound  by  any  of  the  wholefome  and  neceffary  regu- 
lations which  fo  happily  prevail  in  the  Englifh  parliament ;  by  which  previous  notice  is 
given  of  the  introduction  of  a  new  law 4  by  which  every  bill  muft  go  through  a  certain 
number  of  readings,  and  a  reafonable  time  is  allowed  for  due  confidetation,  before  it  can 
he  paffed  ;  and  by  which,  in  cafes  of  moment,  a  general:  call  of  one  or  both  houfes  takes 
place,  and  all  the  members  are  obliged,  under  penalty,  to  give  their  attendance  on  a  day 
appointed.  All  thefe  forms,  fo  neceffary  to  cool  and  wife  deliberation,  all  thefe  falutary 
checks  and  effential  powers  of  controul,  were  here  wanting. 

The  decree  is  thus  worded :  "  The  National  Affembly,  confidering  that  hereditary 
**  nobility  cannot  exift  in  afreejlaie,  enact,  in  confequence,  that  the  titles  of  duke,  mar- 
"  quis,  haron,  excellency,  greatnefs,  abbe,  and  the  like,  fhall  be  abolifhed ;  and  that  all 
•'  citizens  fhall  take  in  future  their  family  and  patronymick  names  :  that  no  one  fhall,  in 
*«  future,  caufe  liveries  to  be  worn,  or  take  a  coat  of  arms;  that  the  title  of  my  lord 
**  fhall  not  be  given  to  any  individual  or  body,"  &c.   • 

The  friends  to  this  Angular  degree  proudly  entitled  it,  The  Triumph  of  Reafon  over 
Prejudice  ;  but  we  conceive  it  might,  with  greater  juftice,  have  been  called  the  triumph 
of  prejudice  over  reafon.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  decree  itfelf  is  founded  on  a  falfhood, 
tvident  on  the  very  face  of  it.  By  their  arrogant  and  prefumptuous  declaration,  that 
hereditary  nobility  was  incompatible  with  a  free  ftate,  they  virtually  maintained,  that  all 
Europe,  excepting  a  very  few  democratic  republics,  was  in  a  ftate  of  flavery.     When 
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men  thus  fubftitute  falfhood  for  reafon,  their  caufe  muft  be  bad  indeed  ;  nor  can  thofe  be 
ace u fed  of  injuftice  who  fufpected  tbe  virtue  of  their  motives.—/;  England  a  land  of 
freedom,  or  is  it  not? — The  prefent  convention  of  France,  and  fome  few  dozens  of 
knaves  or  idiots  on  this  fide  the  channel,  will  probably  anfwer  in  the  negative;  but  mil- 
lions of  voices — the  organs  of  knowledge  and  experience — will  give  them  the  lie  direSb. 
No  wonder  then,  that  where  the  foundation  is  rotten,  tbe.  fabric  itfeli  Ihould  moulder  on 
the  flighteft  touch. 

To  fpeak  in  the  terms  of  a  juftly-celebrated  writer  of  our  own  nation,  whofe  folid  ta- 
lents and  profound  knowledge  entitle  his  fentiments  and  decisions  to  the  highefl:  refpect. 
— "  It  is  impoffible  that  government   can  be   maintained  without  a  dus  fubordination  of 
"  Rank,  that  the  people  may  know  and  diftinguilh  fuch  as   are  fet  over  them,  in  order 
*{  to  yield  them  their  due  refpecl:   and  obedience  ;  and  alfo  that  tbe  officers  themielves, 
"  being  encouraged    by  emulation   and   the  hopes  of  fuperiority,    may  better  d.fchare;e 
"  their  functions  S'V     "But" — faid    M.  de  Noaiile*; — "we   do  not  hear  men  fpea!    of 
'*  the  marquis  of  Franklin,  the  earl  of  Washington,  prince  Fox,  or  duke  Pitt.      Great 
**  men   have    no   need  of   thefe  equivocal  dignities  which    veil  infigmheance." — M 
Noailles  feems  not  to  have  been   aware,  that  in  governments  purely    republican. 
there  is  no  head  or  chief,  properly  fo  called,  titles  can  rarely,  for  obvious  reafon ! 
The  exclufion,  therefore,  of  Franklin  and  Wafhington,  could  not  be  applied  .  nu- 

trient in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  titles  where  they  had  fubfifted  for  centuries,  and 
a  monarchical  government.  He  feems,  likewife,  to  have  been  equally  ignorant  or  tl 
motives  which  have  hitherto  influenced  the  conduct  of  our  two  great  political  leaders, 
in  the  non-acceptance  of  that  rank  which  they  have,  both  of  them,  had  opportunities  of 
procuring  for  others.  He  knew  not,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of  keeping  an  able  leader 
of  either  party  in  the  lower  houfeof  parliament,  for  the  purpofe  ot  fupporting  the  mea- 
fures  of  their  friends,  and  attacking  thofe  of  their  opponents.  Take  his  argument,  if  it 
can  be  called  an  argument,  in  another  point  of  view  : — if  the  dutinguifhed  characters 
quoted  by  M.  de  Noailles,  were  only  mentioned  to  fhevv  that  greatnefs  can  fubfilt  inde- 
pendent of  rank,  we  muft  regard  it,  without  examining  the  juftice  and  propriety  cf  his 
examples,  as  a  mere  gratis  difium  ;  an  aflertion  which  nobody  can  attempt  to  confute,  or 
even  to  deny.  But  does  it  follow,  becauie  great  men  do  not  feek  rewards,  policy  .requires 
that  they  fhould  not  be  rewarded  ?  and  on  men  of  opulence,  what  reward  can  be  bellow- 
ed but  rank  and  title?  Rank  and  title  may,  indeed,  when  hereditary,  be  juilly  denomi- 
nated equivocal  dignities  ;  we  muft  not,  therefore,  conclude,  that,  becaufe  they  are  equi- 
vocal, they  veil  infignificance.  A  voyage  to  this  country  would  have  convinced  M.  de 
Noailles  that  no  title,  however  exalted,  can  flicker  its  pofleffbr  from  any  portion  of  that 
indignation  or  contempt  which  his  conduct  may  be  calculated  to  excite,  and  would  have 
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proved  to  him,  that  rank  rather  tends  to  expofe  than  conceal  insignificance.  Nay,  the 
treatment  which  men  of  the  firff.  rank  had  recently  experienced  in  his  own  country, 
whether  juftly  or  unjuftly,  was  alone  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  fallacy  and  abfurdity 
of  an  argument,  which,  frivolous  and  abfurd  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  received  greater  com- 
mendation than  any  other  employed  on  this  extraordinary  occafion,  and  appeared  to' carry 
conviction  to  the  major  part  of  his  audience.  It  exhibits  a  curious  fpecimen  of  popular 
imbecility,  and  fhews,  that  when  prejudice  has  once  eftablifhed  her  fway  in  the  mind,  the 
utmoft  force  of  reafon  is  inadequate  to  effect  her  depofition. 

This  meafure  excited  a  degree  of  indignation,  before  unknown,  in  the  whole  body  of 
gentlemen  throughout  the  kingdom,  who  fent  up  repeated  protefts  againft  it;  but  there 
was  fo  little  regard  paid  to  them,  that  they  were  not  even  fuffered  to  be  inferted  in  the 
journals.  The  nobility  and  clergy  of  Alface  were  peculiarly  enraged  ;  they  deriving 
their  honours  as  well  as  their  emoluments  not  from  France,  but  from  the  German  em- 
pire, and  both  being  moreover  fecured  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  The  demo- 
cratic writers  fay,  that,  from  that  day,  the  greateft  part  of  the  nobles  of  the  kingdom 
became  the  unappeafeable  enemies  of  the  constitution  ;  and  that  this  decree  had  deter- 
mined them  to  excite  a  civil  war,  and  to  perifh  upon  the  ruins  of  France,  rather  than  re- 
nounce their  claim  to  honour  9°. 

The  decree,  which  was  paffed  on  the  nineteenth,  received  the  king's  fanction  on  the 
twenty- firft  of  June;  and  was  fignalized  by  the  lingular  circumftance,  that,  of  all  his 
minifters,  Neckar  alone,  a  plebeian,  a  republican,  a  man  born  and  bred  in  a  democracy,  in- 
iifted  on  his  not  giving  it  his  fancTion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  fend  back  his exprefs  dis- 
approbation to  the  Affembly.  Being  over-ruled  in  his  attempt  by  the  joint  oppofition  of 
the  other  minifters,  he  immediately  publifhed  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  number  of  very 
judicious  obfervations  on  the  decree,  and  informing  the  public  of  the  reafons  which  ope* 
rated  upon  him  in  advifing  the  king  to  refufe  his  fan&ion, 

M.  Neckar  wifely  remarked,  that,  by  the  fuppreffibrc  of  all  honorary  denominations, 
but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  community  would  be  benefited — that  part  only,  which,  by 
its  fortune  or  education,  found  itfelf  but  little  removed  from  thofe  in  the  poffeffion  of 
titles.  "  Such,  indeed," — faid  he — "  might  perhaps  find  a  momentary  Satisfaction  in 
"  the  abfolute  defku&ion  of  thefe  little  elevations  which  yet  offend  their  fight.  But 
"  for  a  relief  fo  trifling  and  infignificant,  refting  wholly  on  opinion  ;  for  a  benefit  fo  cir# 
"  cumfcribed  and  indifferent  in  the  eyes  of  a  wife  man;  is  it  juft  to  deprive  a  numerous 
"  clafs  of  citizens  of  thofe  honorary  diftin6tions  which  form. a  part  of  their  inheritance, 
"  and  the  lofsof  which  muff,  be  much  more  painful  to  them  than  that  of  the  pecuniary  . 

9«  RsAaudde  Saint  Etienne,  p,  152, 15 3, 
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**  advantages  which  they  poffeffed  ?  Ts  it  not  fufficient  to  have  exacted  from  them  all  the. 
"  Sacrifices  that  can  promote  the  good  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  generous,  is  it  equitable,  to 
"  require  ftill  more  r  and  ought  not  the  difficulties  of  the  prefer) t  time,  great  as  they  are, 
**  to  lead  to  as  confiderable  a  diminution  as  poffible  of  the  fubjects  of  complaint  or 
"  caufes  of  provocation  ?  To  purfue  thofe  who  refufe  to  lay  afide  the  titles  they  have 
"  inherited  from  a  long  line  of  anceftors,  into  the  interior  of  civil  life,  is  an  exertion  of 
"  feverity,  tyrannical,  becaufe  ufelefs.  It  will  be,  moreover,  impomble  to  watch  over 
"  the  execution  of  fuch  a  law  in  the  commerce  of  fociety,  without  an  inquifition  dia- 
"  metrically  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  liberty.  Men  may  be  moreeafily  obliged  to 
"  conform  to  it  in  the  tenor  of  particular  acts,  fince  public  officers,  charged  with  the 
"  compilation  of  fuch  adls,  may  be  rendered  fureties  for  the  execution  of  the  law ;  but 
*'  can  they  have  a  right  to  prevent  the  contracting  party,  after  having  declared  his  patro- 
"  nimrc  name,  from  adding  that  he  is  the  fon  or  defcendant  of  fuch  a  noble  race,  or  of 
"  fuch  a  one,  who,  at  fuch  a  period  of  time,  was  legally  qualified  ?  Yet,  by  an  explana- 
"  tion  fo  fimple,  the  diftinctions  which  are  wifhed  to  be  deftroyed  will  be  continually 
"  fupported.  Befides,  the  induftry  of  vanity  may  be  trufted  to  for  the  ufe  of  all  poffi- 
i*  ble  evafions  to  maintain  thofe  remembrances  which  are  flattering  to  it.  The  grandees 
"  of  Spain  employ  thou  and  thee  among  themfelves,  but  never  ufe  the  fame  familiar  ex-. 
*'  preffions  to  their  inferiors ;  how  then  can  the  obllacle  to  all  diftindlions  take  place, 
*'  when  the  forms  intended  to  exprefs  diftin<Stion  and  refpect  may  themfelves  be  employed 
"  to  manifeft  the  confeioufnefs  of  fuperiority,  and  that  thus,  fo  many  different  means 
V  fuffice,  in  able  hands,  to  preferve  the  gradations  which  time  and  cuftom  haye  eftab- 
«  Jifhed  ? 

"  To  profcribe,  with  earneflnefs,  all  the  appendages  of  vanity,  is  not  the  beft  way  of 
11  lowering  their  value;  it  is  better  to  confider  them  with  calmnefs  and  indifference;  it 
"  is  better  to  leffen  the  confequence  attached  to  them,  by  beftowing  all  our  efteem  on  ta- 
-  "  lents  and  virtue,  and  on  thofe  actions  which  are  performed  for  the  public  good.  Thofe 
"  opinions  which  owe  their  ejiablijhment  to  the  work  of  time,  time  only  can  defiroy:  fome  pre^ 
"  paration  is  neceffary  for  all  important  innovations.  Enthufiafm,  unchecked  by  re- 
"  fledlion,  xmtempered  by  experience,  may  create  the  defire  of  bringing  back  mankind  to 
"  the  fimplicity  of  primitive  principles  ;  but  new  manners,  and  even  ?icw  virtues,  would 
**  be  requifite  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  fuch  an  enterprize. 

"  By  purfuing,  in  all  their  minutize,  every  fign  of  diftindtlon,  there  is  a  great  r ilk  of 
"  mifleading  the  people  concerning  the  true  meaning  of  the  word  equality,  which  can 
*'  never  fignify,  in  a  civilized  nation,  and  in  a  fociety  already  formed,  equality  of  rank 

or  property91.     The  diverfity  of  labours  and  employments;    the   difference  arifing 
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«'  from  fortune,  education,  emulation,  and  induftry  ;  the  gradation  of  talents  and  learn- 
"  ing  ;  allthefc  difparitics,  the  common  produce  of  focial  exertions,  inevitably  caufe  an 
««  exterior  inequality  ;  and  the  fole  obje£t  of  a  legiflator  is,  in  imitation  of  nature,  to 
"  unite  them  all  towards  an  equal  and  general  good,  though  it  may  differ  in  its  form,  or 
"  in  its  cxpreflions.  In  the  vaft  extent  of  focial  combinations,  each  part  joins  to  the 
"  other,  an;l  forms  a  link  of  the  great  chnin  of  fociety  :  thofe  appearances  of  fuperiority, 
"  which  feem  an  abufe  to  the  firft  glance  of  a  philofopher,  are  often  effentially  ufeful 
"  as  protectors  of  the  different  laws  of  luhordination  ;  of  thofe  laws,  fo  necellary  to  be 
"  defended,  and  which  would  be  expofed  to  fnch  varied  attacks,  if  cuftom  and  opinion 
"  ever  ceafed  to  fupport  them." 

That  truly  philofophical  writer,  who,  in  difcuffing  the  principles  of  government,  has 
dilplayed  the  mod  extenfive  knowledge  and  fagacity  ; — that  writer,  on  whom  has  been 
conferred  the  moil  glorious  title  that  a  fage  can  deierve — The  Legislator  of  Na- 
tions'1— Montefquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws  93,  obferves— "  That  a  monarchical  go- 
"  vernment  implies  pre-eminence  of  rank,  and  even  an  original  nobility  ;  that  the  in- 
**  termediate  powers  conilitute  the  nature  of  this  government  ;  that  the  nobility  form 
"  the  moft  natural  intermediate  power;  that  they  are,  in  a  certain  decree,  inherent  in 
<*  the  monarchy,  the  fundamental  maxim  of  which  is — no  monarch,  no  nobility,  no  nobi- 
<(  lity,  no  monarch — and,  that  the  abolition  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  nobles,  the  clergy, 
"  and  the  communities,  would  foon  lead  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  popular  or  a  defpotic 
*'  government."-: — It  isalmoft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  when  Montefquieu  made  this  ob- 
servation, he  was  not  the  echo  of  vulgar  prejudices.  As  a  political  philofopher,  he  had 
reflected  deeply  on  the  conftitution  of  governments,  and  on  their  fpringsof  aiSlion  ;  and 
from  thence  he  concluded  that  the  nature  of  a  monarchy  requires  many  intermediate 
ranks,    and  that  honour  is  the  principle  which  fets  it  and  keeps  it  in  motion. 

On  this  point  too,  as  in  fo  manv  othsrs,  the  inltruclions  of  their  conftituents  have 
been  fuccefsfully  quoted  in  oppofition  to  the  rafli  and  inconfiderate  meafuresof  the  re- 
prefentatives.  We  fhall  not  notice  thofe  of  the  clergy  and  nobility,  which  it  will  be 
eafily  fuppofed  are  ftrenuous  in  enforcing  an  acknowledgment  of  their  co -lhtuiional 
rights,  as  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  ftate.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  while 
they-exprefsly  facrificed  every  fpecies  of  pecuniary  privilege,  they  preferved  all  their 
honorary  prerogatives;  that,  in  propofing,  themfelves,  a  reform  in  the  excefiive  multi- 
plication of  thofe  prerogatives,  and  of  all  the  abufes  introduced  in  the  mode  of  acquir- 
ing them,  they  wifhed  to  render  them  more  refpedtable  ;  and,  finally,  that,  by  the  unani- 
mous declaration  of  the  neceflity  of  abolifhing  all  fuch  diftin&ions  as  were  humiliating 

s1  See  D'Alembert's  eulogy  on  Montefquieu,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  French  Encyclopedia.    ' 

%)  Tom.  i.  liv.  2.  chap.  4. 
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to  the  third  order,  which  had  been  admitted  into  the  States-General,  they  deferved,  that 
the  pre-eminence  due  to  their  birth,  and  their  fervices,  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  fhould  have.been  viewed  without  pain,  and  that  the  Third  Eftate  itfelf  ihould  have 
knowledged  the  jufticeof  it. 

The  people  themfelves,  indeed,  did  make  that  acknowledgement,  as  may  be  feen  by 
their  inftrudtions  to  their  reprefentatives.  "  The  formal  declaration  of  the  clergy  and 
"  nobility" — fays  the  inftrudtions  of  the  electors  of  Chateau  Thierry — "  after  having 
«'  renounced  their  pecuniary  privileges,  affures  the  Third  Eftate  that  thofe  two  orders  will 
"  cordially  unite.  Let  the  deputies  of  all  the  orders,  like  children  of  the  fame  fami- 
"  ly,  furrounding  their  father,  expel  that  fatal  fpirit  of  fermentations,  which,  by  a  rapid 
"  tranfition  from  threats  to  infults,  and  from  infults  to  natural  violence,  has  caufed  the 
*'  blood  of  innocent  citizens  to  be  fhed.  In  order  that  the  nation  may  be  truly  and  le- 
*'  gaily  reprefented  in  the  States-General,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  three  orders  fhbuld  de- 
*i  liberate  conjointly,  and  the  fuffrages  be  reckoned  by  numbers  and  not  by  orders  9* 
♦'  Each  order  compofmg  the  States- General  may  affemble  feparately,  under  the  condudf. 
w  of  a  fpeaker,  chofen  by  itfelf:95  but  the  deliberations  fliall  be  common  to  the  three 
"  orders:95  It  is  to  be  defired,  that  the  three  orders  may  unite  in  their  'deliberations, 
"  and  their  fuffrages  to  be  taken  by  numbers:97  Let  the  three  orders,  though  different 
"  in  their  rank,  be  equal  in  their  rights.  98  Let  the  civil  rights  of  the  meaneft  citizen 
"  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  moll  diftinguifhed  of  the  members  of  the  two  firft  orders  :" 
*'  Let  the  juft  prerogative  of  precedency,  granted  to  the  clergy  and  nobility,  be  refpedted  : 
"  Let  the  deputies  of  the  Third  Eftate  be  forbidden  to  accede  to  thofe  humiliating  dif- 
"  tindtions  which  degrade  the  third  order  in  theftates  affembled  at  Biois  and  at  Paris."  I0° 

It  is  here  evident,  that  the  Third  Eftate  was  far  from  imagining  that  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  flate  could  ever  become  an  objedt  of  difcuffion  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  clear,  that  it  always  fuppofed,  they  had  a  dijiinft  and  feparate  exiftence  ; 
and  that  its  wiihes  were  confined  to  a  demand  of  an  equality  of  civil  tights,  and  an  union 
of  the  three  chambers  in  all  deliberations  of  the  General  Affembly.  It  was  not  only  for 
the  prefent  Affembly  that  the  inftrudtions  of  the  Third  Eftate  propofed  regulations  to 
each  of  the  three  orders  ;  their  forefight  extended  to  future  time  ;  and  they  made  them- 
felves certain  that  the  diftindtion  of  orders  would  continue  to  fubfift,  fince  it  is  farther 
expreffed  in  the  inftrudtions,  that  a  complete  and  regular  conftitution  and  organization 
fhall  be  eftablifhed  for  future  States-General,  fo  that  the  deputies  may  be  equally,  freely, 
■univerfally  chofen,  and  exclusively  in  their  refpedtive  orders.1 

s+  Dax,  Saint-Sever,  and  Bayonne,  Art.  2.  95  Chaions-fnr-Marne,  p.  13.  95  Saumur  and  Rhodes. 

p.  8.        97  Troyes,  Art.  2.        s8  Saintonge,  au  Chap,  des  trois  ordres.  '-9  loix,  p.  21.         »»o  Haut-Vivarais,. 

1  Inftruftions  of  the  Third  Eftate  of  Paris,  extra-mums. 
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The  Third  Eft  ate  had  explained  itfelf,  in  a  manner  (till  more  pofitive,  on  the  neceffity 
of  preferving  the  nobility,  as  well  as  on  the  means  to  be  employed  for  purifying  their 
Source,  and  regulating  their  rights,  in  order  to  remove  all  prejudices  hurtful  to  com- 
merce, and  to  the  nobles  themfelves.  Its  inftrudlions  on  this  point  difplay  no  lefs  wif- 
dom  than  unanimity.  They  fay,  "  It  ought  to  belaid  down  as  a  fundamental  law,  that 
"  hereditary  nobility  fhould  be  reftored  to  its  primitive  ftate — it  fhould  not  fuffer  de- 
*'  gradation  from  any  thing  but  vice  or  crimes.  Thus  the  nation  will  find  moft  valua- 
"  able  fubjec~ts  in  a  number  of  men  who  are  now  prejudicial  to  it,  in  a  hundred  different 
"  ways;  and  the  nobles,  without  lofing  any  part  of  their  luflre,  will  be,  more  than  ever, 
"  entitled  to  preferve  a  noble  pride,  which  only  becomes  fuch  as,  neither  founding  their 
"  claims  to  diftincliou  on  court- favour,  nor  on  court- pendens,  find  all  their  refources 
"  within  themfelves.2 — Nobility  fhould  no  longer  be  venal;  fince  it  is  a  reward  due 
"  only  to  merit  and  virtue.3 — Hereditary  nobility  fhould  only  be  granted  in  very  parti- 
"  cular  cafes.4- — Though  an  imaginary,  yet  is  it  an  effective  coin;  it  is  the  treafure  of 
"  honour — an  inexhauirible  treafure,  if  diftributed  with  prudence.  The  States- General 
«'  will  render  a  great  fervice  to  the  people  and  to  pofterity,  if  they  will  find  the  means  of 
"  re-coining,  in  fome  degree,  this  national  money,  and  give  it  a  fufficient  value  to  ferve 
**  a  fubftitute  (as  it  formerly  did,  and  may  do  again)  for  thofe  vile  and  fhameful  falaries, 
"  which  have  a  pecuniary  ftamp,  and  can  never  be  confidered  as  the  pay  of  heroifm,  or 
*'  the  reward  of  virtue.  *  The  fearch  after  falfe  nobles  fhould  be  made  under  the  direction 
-*'  of  the  Senefchals  ;6  the  titles  of  the  nobility  fhould  be  verified  by  commiffioners  ap- 
*«  pointed  by  the  three  orders  ;*  the  provincial  States  fhould  make  out  a  lift  of  the  nobles 
4t  in  their  refped-tive  diftr'nSls  •;"  &c.  &c. 

In  fhort,  it  was  evidently  the  wifh  of  the  nation,  as  evinced  in  the  different  inftruc- 
tions,  to  preferve  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  flate,  abolifhiftg  only  all  fuch  diftinctions  as 
were  prejudicial  to  the  general  welfare — that  is  to  fay,  that,  in  future,  no  diftinction 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  influence  3  partial  diftribution  of  taxes;  that  no  citizen  fhould  be 
prevented  from  afpiring  to,  and  obtaining,  by  his  meiit,  every  kind  of  employment, 
whether  ecclefiaftical,  civil,  or  military  ;  that  the  different  degrees  of  rank,  effential  to 
the  exiftence  of  a  monarchy,  fhould  be  maintained  in  France  ;  but  that  all  thofe  gothic 
cuftoms,  which  feem  to  raife  up  an  eternal  barrier  between  the  citizens  of  the  fame  em- 
pire, fhould  be  abolifhed;  that  the  dignified  ecclefiaftics,  and  true  nobility,  fhould  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  all  thofe  honorary  pre-eminences  which  belonged  to  them,  but  that  fuch 
pre-eminences  fhould  be  no  longer  attached  to  venal  offices;  laftly,  that  the  nobility  and 
clergy  fhould  fend  reprefentatives  to  ihe  National  Affembly,  who  fhould  form  an  in- 

*  Rcnnes,  art.  50.  ,  3  NanXes,  art.  38.  *  Troyes,  art.  107.  i  Toul,  p.  ♦».  •  Anch.p.it.] 

?  Nantes,  MSS.  8  Nerac,  MSS^art.  9. 
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tegral  part  thereof,  but  under  fuch  a  form  as  fhoukl  be  found  mofl  conformable  to  the 
principles  of  a  good  conftitution,  without  being  in  any  wife  prejudicial  to  the  dignity  of 
the  commons. 

When  the  Third  Eftate  wifhed  to  engage  the  nobility  and  clergy  to  unite  with  them 
In  one  chamber,  they  expreffed  the  moft.  earned  defire  of  eftablifhing  a  perfect  harmony 
and  concord  between  the  three  orders;  and  when  their  wifli  was  accompli  filed,  they  ex- 
ulted ih  the  happinefs  of  that  day  which  had witnejjed  the  union  of  the  three  orders;  theyfaid, 
that  day  would  for  ever  put  an  end  to  thofe  divi/ions  which  had  been  productive  of  mutual 
affiiclion,  and  would  become  celebrated  in  their  annals  I0.  But  five  months  after  what  a  dif- 
ferent language  did  they  hold  ?  All  diftindtion  of  orders  Was  abolifhed.  In  future  there 
Were  to  be  no  more  reprefentatives  of  the  nobility,  no  more  reprefentatives  of  the  clergy, 
in  the  National  Affembly !  They  feem  only  to  have  been  invited  thither  for  the  purpofe 
t)f  being  made  to  concur  in  pronouncing  their  own  exclufion.  It  wtts  pretty  evident,  too, 
that,  as  individuals,  neither  the  nobles  nor  clergy  would  gain  a  feat  among  the  national 
reprefentatives  ;  fince  their  admiflion  cannot  depend  on  popular  affemblies  formed  of  all 
active  citizens,  of  whatever  fate  or  condition,  without  any  dijlinttion  whatever  ;  which,  con- 
fidering  the  difpofition  of  the  people  at  that  period,  amounted  to  an  almoft  abfolute  ex- 
clufion of  the  two  molt  diftinguifhed  orders  of  the  irate  ;  becaufe,  were  they  to  offer 
themfelves  to  the  primary  affemblies,  there  could  be  little  doubt  but  they  would  be  re- 
gulfed  with  violence. 

Thus,  then,  by  an  unexampled  fubverfion  of  ideas,  thofe  claffes  of  citizens,  to  whom 
the  greater  part  of  the  landed  property  belonged,  and  who,  confequently,  were  the  mofl 
interefted  in  all  general  laws,  were  to  be  excluded  from  the  legiflative  body.  The  great 
landed  proprietors  were  to  remain  unreprcfented  in  an  affembly  in  which  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  kingdom  were,  profejfedly,  to  be  reprefented.  The  public  contributions, 
which  could  not  be  levied  without  the  confent  of  thofe  who  contributed,  would,  in  this 
inftance,  be  impofed,  without  their  participation,  on  men  who  contributed  the  moft ! 
And,  after  having  eftablifhed  it  as  a  maxim,  that  the  legiflative  power  was  vefted  in  the 
National  Affembly,  on  the  principle,  that  what  binds  every  'individual  ought  to  be  the  er- 
frejfion  of  the  general  will,  they  fo  contrived,  that  the  more  a  man  poffeffed,  the  lefs  part, 
•he  would  have  in  the  formation  of  thofe  laws,  by  which  his  poffeffions  were  to  be 
-regulated. 

Nor  were  thefe  infant  legislators  more  confiftent  than  juft.     What    an    inconfiftency 
was  it,  after  having  decreed,  that  the  exercife  of  the  liberal  profeffions  fhould  not  dero- 
gate from  the  dignity  of  the  nobles;  and  that  citizens  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  fhould, 

3?  Set  the  fpeech  of  the  prefideut  of  the  National  Affembly,  on  the  27th  of  June,  1789. 
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in  future,  be  entitled,  equally  with  the  rubles,  to  the  poffeffion  of  all  offices,  ecclefiafti- 
cal,  civil,  and  military,  as  their  conftituents  had  defired,  to  decree  afterwards,  that  there 
fhould  no  longer  he  any  nobility  ! 

It  has  been  well-obferved,  that  nobility  is,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  a  fource  of  economy  :  *«  If 
"  is  the  only  reward  for  fervice  done  to  the  ftate  that  is  not  burdenfome;  the  only  on© 
rt  that  can  keep  alive  the  fpirft  of  emulation  in  a  great  kingdom,  without  degrading  or 
"  corrupting  the  people  ;  it  is,  in  a  generous  nation,  the  mod  potent  ftimulus,  the  moft 
"  infallible  motive  to  the  performance  of  great  ami  glorious  actions." — By  its  abolition 
France  was  reduced  to  that  degradation  of  democratical  government  which  Cicero  defig- 
nates,  when  he  quotes,  as  an  example,  the  decree  pronounced  by  the  Ephefians,  on  the 
banifhment  of  Hermedorus. — "  Let  no  one  of  us  be  placed  above  the  reft;  but  if  there 
•'  be  any  one  thus  circumftanced,  let  him  take  refuge  in  fome  other  country,  with  fome 
"  other  people";" — a  decree  which  Heraclitus,  the  philofopher,  declared  a  capital 
crime  in  all  who  were  concerned  in  it. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  fubje<5t  with  a  quotation  from  their  own  Encyclopedia,  where 
it  is  remarked,  that,  "  Every  monarchy,  in  which  there  is  no  nobility,  muft  be  a  govern- 
"  ment  purely  tyrannical. — Nobility  tempers  fovereignty,  and  by  its  own  brilliancy  ac- 
"  euftoms  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  look  on,  and  fupport,  thefplendorof  royalty,  with- 
**  out  being  dazzled.  It  is  proper  that  the  nobles  fhould  not  be  too  powerful,  and  that, 
•'  ncverthclefs,  they  fhould  preferve  fufficient  dignity  to  fecure  efteem,  and  fo  far  to  re- 
"  prefs  popular  infolence,  as  to  prevent  it  from  making  attacks  on  the  rnajefty  of  the 
"  throne." 

But  though  hiftorical  juftice  compels  us  to  cenfure,  in  the  fevereft  terms,  the  leading- 
meafures  of  the  new  legiflature,  a  ftridt  adherence  to  truth  and  impartiality  forbids  that 
cenfure  to  be  indiscriminate.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  record  thofe  falutary  decrees,  that 
would  reflecT:  honour  on  the  wifeft  and  Deft-regulated  ftate  :  the  chief  among  thofe  is  that 
which  declares — "  That  the  eftates  of  Protectants,  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  fliall  lie 
**  reftored  to  the  heirs  of  thofe  who  have  been  deprived  of  them,  on  condition  of  their 
**  afferting  their  rights  by  proper  titles,  according  to  rules  to  be  laid  down  by  the  Aflem- 
**  bly." — Some  wife  regulations  on  the  formation  of  a  new  judicial  code  were  likewife 
adopted.  The  abolition  of  the  fale  of  offices  of  judicature — the  payment  of  the  falaries 
of  the  judges  by  the  ftate — the  declaration  that,  in  all  cafes,  civil  and  criminal,  the  plead- 
;ngs,  reports,  and  judgments  fhall  be  in  public  ;    and  that  every  citizen  fhall  have  a 

"  n  Univerfas,  ait,  Ephefos  effe  morte  mulcftandos,  quod  cum  civitate  expellerent  Hermodorum,  ita  locuti  fur.t ■;. 
*  Hemo  <L  ml/is  ums  excclla: ;  fur  >ju:s  txtitarit,  alk  in  loco  fef  afwd  alios  lit."     ClC.  Tufcwl,  Quaeft,  lib.  V.  cap.  3  61. 
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right  to  plead  his  own  caufe,  verbally,  or  by  writing-^-and  the  adoption  of  trial  by  jury 
in  all  criminal  cafes.  Boards  of  conciliation  were  appointed  in  every  diftri£t,  where  the 
parties  in  a  fuit  were  to  be  cited  personally,  and  where  every  means  were  to  be  employed  to 
efFedt  an  amicable  termination,  before  the  caufe  could  be  brought  to  a  hearing  in  the  or- 
dinary courts  of  juftice.  Family  arbitrators  were  alfo  authorized  to  terminate  petty  dif- 
putes  between  near  relations,  and  the  forms  prefcribed  in  all  thefe  cafes  were  the  fimpleft 
that  could  be  invented. 

But,  might  not  thefe  and  many  other  wholefome  and  judicious  regulations  have  been 
eftablifhed  without  a  Revolution  that  has  overturned  the  fettled  fyfiem  of  government, 
and  violated  all  the  principles  of  the  ancient  conftitution  ?  We  are  clearly  of  opinion 
they  might. — "  In  confidering  the  Revolution  impartially" — fays  an  ingenious  and  judi- 
cious writer11 — "  the  comparifon  will  not  lie  between  what  France  now  is,  or  hereafter 
"  may  be,  and  France  under  its  late  goverment ;  but  we  muft  confider  what  it  would 
44  now  have  been,  or  might  have  fliortly  become,  on  the  principles  of  the  reform  pro- 
»  pofed  by  the  Sovereign.  The  periodical  meeting  of  the  States  ;  their  exclufive  right 
"  of  impofing  the  public  burthens  ;  the  eftablifhment  of  provincial  aflemblies  *3;  the  equal 
"  taxation  of  the  property  of  the  clergy  and  nobles  with  that  of  other  citizens  ;  the 
*i  equal  right  of  all  to  ferve  their  country  in  civil  or  military  employments ;  theredemp- 
'*  tion  of  vexations  and  rights  ;  the  abolition  of  httr.es  de  cachet;  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
M  and  the  refponfibility  of  ministers,  were  in  reality  held  out,  and  might  raoft  certainly 
"  have  been  obtained,  without  any  public  commotion,  or  private  calamity.  Nothing  was 
"  wanting,  but  to  reduce  thefe  propositions  into  laws,  and  the  conftitution  was  compleat- 
"  ed  :  the  amendment  of  the  judiciary  code,  and  a  variety  of  other  matters,  muft  natu- 
"  rally  have  followed.  Here,  indeed,  would  have  been  room  for  the  admiration  of  this 
**,  and  future  ages;  to  fee  the  fubjedts  and  the  Sovereign  of  an  immenfe  nation  concur  in- 
"  eftablifhing  a  fyftem  of  government  for  their  mutual  happinefs;  who  could  have  faid 
"  to  pofteritv,  f  We  tranfmit  to  you  this  work  of  peace  and  concord  ;  a  compact  made 
*'  with  our  free  confents,  without  being  difgraced  by  any  a<5t  of  injuftice,  or  tinged  with 
**  a  drop  of  blood  ?'  A  conftitution  formed  under  thefe  happy  aufpices,  and  founded  on 
u  fuch  wholefome  principles,  muft  naturally  have  grown  into  vigour,  while  internal 
"  tranquillity  would  have  remained  undifturbed,  and  the  revenue  uninterrupted.  Let 
«  us  look  on  what  France  might  have  been — and  then  let  us  look  at  the  picture  it  now 
"  exhibits.  We  fee  the  flame  of  civil  difcord  bhzing  in  all  its  force  from  the  Pyrennces 
"  to  the  Rhine,  from  the  Alps  to  the  ocean  ;  the  clergy  complaining  that  their  property 
"  has  been  confiscated  ;  the  nobility,  that  rights  which  formed  part  of  their  eftates  have 
**  been  taken  them  from  without  any  compenfation ;  while  the  houfes  of  many  were  burned 
*'  and  plundered,  and  the  pofleflors  obliged  to  feek  refuge  or  conceal  themfelves  in  other 

**  Mr.  Crawford,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Baftille.  J3  Vide  the  king's  declaration,  p.  234,  433. 

3  Y  2  u  countries. 
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n  countries;  We  fee  the  firccts.mil  highways  covered  with  vagabonds,  or  artizans  who 
'•  cm  no  longer  find  employment ;  the  pi  ifons  filled  with  real,  or  fuppofed,  criminals ; 
*'  the  minds  of  all  tormented  with  mutual  hatred,  and  a  conftant  fucceflion  of  juft  or 
"  iniaginary  terrors;  and  an  innumerable  people  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  furnifh- 
"  ed  with  a  declaration,  which,  being  above  their  comprehenfion,  has  already  produced, 
**   and  may  hereafter  be  the  caufe  of,  unfpeakable  misfortunes. 

"  After  immenfe  Iofles  to  the  kingdom,  occafioned  by  the  failure  in  the  revenue,  the 
"  interruptions  to  induftry  and  commerce,  and  lofs  of  credit  with  foreign  nations ;  after 
'«  many  public  and  private  calamities,  experienced  while  they  are  employed  in  fpecula- 
"  tive  difcufiion,  they  will  probably  find  themfelves,  in  many  inftances,  obliged  to  re- 
"  turn  in  their  own  footfteps,  and,  abandoning  the  theory  of  fchools,  to  have  recourfe  to 
"  principles  proved  by  experience."  » 

Early  in  the  month  of  June,  M.  Baillie  had  communicated  to  the  Aflembly  a  plan 
for  the  celebration  of  a  grand  confederation,  in  which  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
the  king,  the  foldiery,  and  all  who  were  in  oftenfible  fituations,  fhould,  folemnly,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation,  renew  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  new  conftitution  : 
it  was  accordingly  decreed  to  take  place  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  in  honour  of  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Baftille,  and  of  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  Gallic  liberty.  The  preparations  for 
this  grand  feftival  immediately  commenced,  and  were  proceeded  on  with  aftonifhing  rapi- 
dity. The  Champ  de  Mars  was  chofen  for  this  folemnity.  This  piece  of  ground,  about 
eight  hundred  yards  in  diameter,  is  bounded  on  the  right  and  left  by  lofty  trees,  and  com- 
mands at  the  further  extremity  a  view  of  the  military  academy.  In  the  middle  of  this 
vaft  plain  an  altar  was  erected  for  the  purpofe  of  adminiftering  the  civic  oath;  round  It 
an  immenfe  amphitheatre  was  thrown  up,  of  a  league  in  circumference,  capable  of  con- 
taining four  hundred  thoufand  fpeclators.  The  entrance  into  the  Champ  de  Confedera- 
tion (as  it  was  now  called)  was  through  triumphal  arches.  The  king's  throne  was 
placed  under  an  elegant  pavilion  in  the  center,  and  on  each  fide  of  it  were  feats  for  the 
members  of  the  National  AfTembly. 

Two  thoufand  workmen  were  employed  upon  this  immenfe  labour;  but  the  citizens 
of  Paris,  fearing  left  the  preparations  fhould  not  be  completed  at  the  appointed  time, 
flocked  from  every  quarter  to  a'ffift  in  the  undertaking.  The  provincials,  too,  who  came 
from  the  mo  ft  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  join  in  the  confederation,  emulated  the  ci- 
tizens in  their  ardour  and  enthufiafm  ;  and  the  work  was  completed  fo  as,  for  expedition 
and  magnitude,  to  furprife  every  beholder. 

A   proclamation   was  publifhed  by  the  king,  on  the  thirteenth,  arranging  the  whole 
order  of  the  proceffion,   and  appointing  M,  de  la  Fayette  major-general  of  the  Federa- 
tion; 
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•tion  ;  and  in  this  quality  his  orders  were  to  be  confidered  as  coming  immediately  from  the 
king.     M.  Gouvion  was  appointed  major-general  en  fecond. 

The  important  day  at  length  arrived.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  alTift  in  the  proceffion  affembled  on  the  Boulevards,  between  the  gate  of 
Saint  Martin  and  the  gate  of  Saint  Antoine,  and  were  arranged  in  the  following  order: 

A  troop  of  horfe,  with  a  ftandard,  and  fix  trumpets;  onedivifion  of  the  mufic,  con- 
fiding of  feveral  hundred  inftruments ;  a  company  of  grenadiers:  the  electors  of  the  | 
city  of  Paris;  a  company  of  volunteers;  the  affembly  of  the  renrefentatives  of  the 
commons ;  the  military  committee  ;  a  company  of  chaffeurs  ;  a  band  of  drums  ;  the 
prefidents  of  the  diftricls  ;  the  deputies  of  the  commons,  appointed  to  take  for  them  the 
federal  oath  ;  the  fixty  adminiftrators  of  the  municipality,  with  the  city  guards ;  fecond 
divifion  of  mufic  ;  a  battalion  of  children  carrying  a  ftandard,  with  the  words,  "  The 
"  Hopes  of  the  Nation  ;"  a  detachment  of  the  colours  of  the  national  guard  of  Paris ;  a 
battalion  of  veterans;  the  deputies  of  the  thirty-two  firft  departments  of  the  nation,  in 
alphabetical  order  ;  the  oriflamme,  or  grand  ftandard  of  the  king,  borne  by  a  cornet- 
blanche  of  France,  in  the  firft  rank  of  the  deputies  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  compofed 
of  marefchals  of  France;  general  officers ;  officers  of  the  ftaff;  fubaltern  officers;  in- 
valids; lieutenants  of  the  marefchals  of  France  ;  deputies  of  infantry;  deputies  of  ca- 
valry ;  deputies  of  huffars,  dragoons,  and  chafleurs  ;  general  officers  and  deputies  of  the 
marine,  according  to  rank  ;  the  deputies  of  the  forty-one  laft  departments,  in  alphabeti- 
cal order;  a  company  of  volunteer  chafleurs  ;  a  company  of  cavalry,  with  a  ftandard, 
and  two  trumpets. 

The  proceffion  being  formed,  made  a  moft  ncble  appearance;  for  the  variety  of  em- 
blematic ornaments  were  endlefs.  Every  order  was  marked  by  diftinguifhing  indications 
of  the  diftridi  from  whence  it  came,  or  the  body  which  they  reprefented  ;  and  in  doing 
this  much  fruitful  fancy  had  been  employed,  to  make  the  marks  ferve  for  ornament  as 
well  as  diftindtion. 

The  military  deputies  had  only  their  fide-arms.  In  each  divifion,  z  banner,  indicative 
of  the  department,  was  borne  by  the  oldeft  perfon  in  the  firft  rank,  and  the  ranks  were 
-formed  eight  a-breaft.  The  proceffion  pafled  along  the  ftreets  of  Saint  Denis,  of  the 
Feronnerie,  Saint  Honore,  Royale,  to  the  Place  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  where  they  halt- 
ed, and  the  detachment  of  the  colours  of  the  national  guard  of  Paris  opening  to  the 
right  and  left,  received  into  the  center  the  members  of  the  National  Affembly,  who 
were  thus  furrounded  and  efcorted  by  the  body  who  had  before  protected  them.  The 
proceffioa  then  moved  on  through  the  Cours  dela  Reine,  along  the  quay, to  the  bridge  of 
boats,  over  which  they  pafled,  and  from  thence  they  entered  the  Champ  de  Mars. 
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In  entering  the  Champ  de  Mars,  the  cavalry  marched  off  to  the  right,  and  ranged  them- 
fclves  in  the  exterior  line,  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  entrance.  The  company  of  grena- 
diers formed  under  the  fteps  of  the  amphitheatre,  as  well  as  all  the  companies  that  were 
employed  as  efcorts. 

The  civil  bodies  took  the  places  allotted  to  them  in  the  amphitheatre.  The  battalion 
of  children  formed  about  a  hundred  paces  from  the  grand  altar,  croffing  the  Champ  dc 
Mars,  but  facing  the  altar. 

While  the  National  Affembly  paffed  through  the  triumphal  arch,  the  efcort  of  colours 
paffed  through  the  two  lateral  gates,  and  the  members  took  their  feats  on  the  right  ami 
left  of  the  chair  of  ftate,  and  the  chair  of  their  own  prefident.  The  battalion  of  vete- 
rans was  placed  a  hundred  paces  behind  the  altar,  acrofs  the  Champ  de  Mars,  but  facing 
the  altar.  The  detachments  of  national  guards,  appointed  to  take  the  oath,  ranged 
themfelves  each  under  the  banner  indicative  of  his  place  in  the  amphitheatre.  The 
mufic,  now  all  collected  into  one  immenfe  band,  occupied  the  fide  of  the  platform  under 
the  altar,  next  the  invalids;  the  band  of  drums  the  oppofite  fide.  The  detachment  of 
cavalry,  thatclofed  the  procemon,  formed  the  exterior  line  on  the  fide  where  they  enter- 
ed, oppofite  to  the  firft  detachment. 

While  the  deputies  were  taking  their  feats,  the  entrances  to  the  tier  of  elevated 
benches,  that  furrounded  this  immenfe  amphitheatre,  were  opened,  and  the  people  of  a)l 
ranks  and  of  both  fexes,  the  ladies  all  dreffed  in  white,  took  their  places.  Thefe 
benches,  rifing  thirty  in  number  above  one  another,  and  extending  an  immenfe  way, 
were  capable  of  containing,  it  is  faid,  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons. 

Their  majeflies  entered  the  Champ  de  Mars  through  the  Military  School,  and  took, 
their  places  to  affilt   at  the  ceremony,  in  a  fuperb  box  erected  for  the  occafion,  and  ele- 
vated about  fifteen   feet.     The  foreign  minifters  took  their  feats   in  an  elegant  box. 
near  them. 

As  foon  as  they  were  feated,  after  a  folemn  invocation  to  God,  the  grand  ftandard  and 
all  the  banners  of  the  feveral  departments  were  brought  up  to  the  platform,  and  received 
benedictions;  after  which  they  were  carried  back  to  their  feveral  ftations.  High  rnafe 
was  then  celebrated  ;  after  which  the  nation,  thus  affembled,  proceeded  to  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  day.  The  major-general  having  announced  the  folemnity,  the  affembly  aM 
rofe,  and  the  king  approached  the  grand  altar,  and  fwore,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  of 
three  hundred  thoufand  of  his  people — "  I,  the  king  of  the  French,  do  fwear  to  the  na- 
"  tion,  that  I  will  employ  the-whole  power  delegated  to  me  by  the  conftitutional  law  of  : 
"  the  ftate,  to  maintain  the  conftitution,  and  enforce  the  execution  of  the  law," 

His. 
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His  majefly  was  followed  by  the  prefident  of  the  National  Affembly,  who  took  the 
oath  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king ;  while  all  the  other  members,  holding  up  their 
right  hand,  pronounced,  "  Jfe  le  jure!"  The  fieur  de  la  Fayette  then  took  the  oath  for 
himfelf,  and  all  the  other  deputies  of  the  eighty-three  departments  of  the  national 
guards,  who,  all  ftanding,  pronounced  after  him,  "  je  le  jure!"  and  thefe  words,  with 
uplifted  hands,  were  folemnly  pronounced  by  every  individual  of  this  immenfe  affembly. 

Te  Duem  was  then  fung.  The  performance  was  lofty  beyond  the  powers  of  defcrip- 
tion.  Never  did  France  fee  fuch  an  orcheftra,  and  never,  furely,  did  the  world  behold 
fuch  an  audience.  Their  numbers  baffled  the  eye  to  reckon;  and  their  /hours,  as  it 
were,  rent  the  ikies. 

After  the  whole  was  over,  the  deputies  of  the  national  guards  linked  themfelves  with 
the  deputies  of  the  regiments  ;  and,  thus  united  by  the  focial  compact,  the  foldier  and 
the  citizen  marched  to  the  chateau  of  La  Muette,  in  the  garden  of  which  dinner  was 
laid  in  tents,  provided  by  the  nation  for  thirty  thoufand  guefts,  federative  deputies.  In 
the  Gros  Caillot,  and  in  the  environs  of  the  invalids,  dinner  was  provided  for  the  peo- 
ple of  all  defcriptions,  not  deputies.  For  the  higher  communities,  fumptuous  enter- 
tainments were  provided  in  different  places.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  mod  fuburb 
court,  and  their  majeflies  fupped  in  public. 

The  grand  altar  of  liberty  was  erected  in  the  middle  of  the  field.  The  approach  to 
it  was  up  a  lofty  flight  of  fteps,  compofed  of  four  different  ftaircafes.  The  fleps  were 
formed  from  the  fiones  of  the  Baftille,  and  fupported  by  large  pillars. 

The  records  of  the  conftitution,  the  royal  fceptre,  the  hand  of  juftice,  with  a  fpear 
bearing  the  cap  of  liberty,  were  placed  on  the  altar. 

About  the  altar  were  painted  feveral  allegorical  defigns  of  the  fubject  of  the  day.  Four 
grand  paintings  were  hung,  one  on  each  front  of  it :  the  firft  reprefented  the  Genius  of 
France,  pointing  to  the  word  "Constitution,"  with  a  picture  of  Plenty,  holding 
two  cornucopias. 

The  fecond  painting  defcribed  fome  of  the  glorious  defendants  of  France,  blowing  the 
trumpet  of  Fame,  and  bearing  this  inscription: — "Hold  in  your  remembrance  thefe 
"  three  facred  words,  which  are  the  guarantee  of  yo»r  decrees — the  Nation,  the  Law, 
4i  and  the  King.  The  nation  is  yourfelves  ;  the  law  is  your  own,  for  it  is  your  will ; 
"  and  the  king  is  the  guardian  of  the  law." 

The  third  painting  reprefented  the  national  deputies  taking  the  civic  oath  ;  and  the 

fourth  defcribed  the  arts  and  fciences,  with  the  following  words  underneath  : "  Men  are 
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"  equal :  it  is  their  virtue,  and  not  their  birth,  which  diftinguifhes  them.     The  law 
*'  ought  to  form  the  bafis  of  every  ftate  ;  in  its  prefence  all  men  are  equal." 

Myrrh  and  fiankincenfe  were  burnt  in  large  urns  about  the  altar;  the  form  of  it  was 
round,  the  ceiling  of  fky-blue,  and  was  ornamented  with  large  chandeliers.  At  the  end 
of  it  was  placed  the  fword  of  juftice. 

Previous  to  the  confederation,  M.  d'Orleans  defired  leave  to  return  and  affift  at  this 
auguft  ceremony.  On  the  receipt  of  his  letter  M.  de  la  Fayette  afcended  the  tribune, 
and  explained  his  motives  for  having  advifed  the  departure  of  the  duke  ;  which  were, 
"  that  he  apprehended  an  ill  ufe  might  be  made  of  his  name,  while  prefent,  in  order  to 
"  difturb  the  public  tranquillity.  Thefe  reafuns,"  he  added,  "did  he  believe  ftill  fubfift  ; 
*'  though  he  faw  nothing  to  make  him  apprehenfive,  at  prefent,  for  the  public  fafety." 
The  duke  arrived  on  the  eleventh  of  July,  and,  having  renewed  his  civic  oath  in  the 
National  AiTembly,  affifted  perfonally  at  the  confederation. 

The  capital  now  experienced  a  calm  of  near  three  months,  when,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
November,  it  was  again  agitated,  in  confequence  of  a  duel  between  M.  Caftries  and 
M.  Charles  Lameth,  in  which  the  latter  was  dangeroufly  wounded;  it  was  immediately 
rumoured  that  M.  Lameth  was  killed  ;  and  the  people,  ever  prone  tofufpicion,  immedi- 
ately conceived  the  idea  that  a  general  confpiracy  was  formed  toaflaffinate  all  the  patriotic 
members.  A  prodigious  mob  aflembled  at  the  Hotel  de  Caftries,  which  they  inftantly  began 
todemoliih.  M.  de  la  Fayette,  no  fooner  heard  of  the  commotion,  than,  with  a  party  of 
the  national  guard,  he  repaired  to  the  fpot,  and  forcibly  reprefented  to  the  populace  the 
raihnefs  of  their  condu£c,  when  they  immediately  defifted,  and  even,  on  coming  out  of 
the  houfe,  caufed  every  man  to  be  fearched,  to-  evince  that  plunder  was  not  in  the  leaft 
their  object. 

In  the  middle  of  November  the  bufinefs  of  Avignon  came  before  the  Aflembly.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  county  of  Avignon  is  enclofed  on  every  fide  by  the  dominions  of 
France  ;  that  it  formed  anciently  a  part  of  Provence  ;  was  alienated  by  a  queen,  who 
was  at  that  period  both  under  the  circumftances  of  compulfion  and  a  minor;  that  when 
fhe  came  of  age,  fhe  reclaimed  it ;  that  the  ceffion  had  not  been  formally  acknowledged 
by  the  parliaments  ;  and  that  feveral  monarchs  had  renewed  their  claims  to  the  city,  as  a 
part  of  their  hereditary  dominions.  On  the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
long  pofteffion  had  given  to  the  popes  that  title  by  which  moft  fovereignties  are  held; 
that  the  ceffion  of  Jane,  queen  of  Naples,  had  been  ratified  by  theftatesof  Provence;  and 
that,  although  fome  of  the  kings  had  denied  the  right  of  the  pops,  it  had  been  acknow- 
ledged by  others.  . 

A  party- 


.Tents  Teat 


M.C.Lameth, 


J uiit/fidai-iht  Act  Direct*  °y  CjL  cwnde.r.^\  '"(id  Drury  Lane  ,J'.in*y.,>jg£ 


■■ 


X79'-1 


LEWIS    THE     SIXTEENTH.  507 


A  party  in  that  city  faw  with  a  fpirit  of  emulation  the  new  government  of  France  ; 
they  wifhed  to  make  it  their  model,  hut  ftill  profeffed  obedience  to  the  pope.  They  elect- 
ed a  municipality,  and  formed  the  acTive  citizens  into  a  national  guard.  A  conteft  be- 
tween the  vice-legate  and  the  people  immediately  fuccecded  :  on  the  tenth  of  June  a  vio- 
lent infurrecTion  took  place  in  the  city  ;  the  people  feized  the  palace  ;  the  papal  arms 
were  thrown  down,  and  thofe  of  France  erected  in  their  place.  A  petition  was  difpatch- 
cd  to  the  National  AfTembly,  entreating,  that  the  territory  of  Avignon  might  be  incor- 
porated into  the  dominion  of  France.  This  firft  application,  the  AfTembly  only  anfwer- 
ed,  by  fending  a  body  of  troops  to  reftore  tranquillity,  and  to  preferve  order  in  the  city; 
at  the  fame  time,  adjourning  the  queftion  concerning  the  object  of  the  petition.  In  May 
1791  the  difcufiion  was  again  refumed,  and  again  deferred.  In  the  mean  time  a  moft  dread- 
ful civil  war  defolated  that  beautiful  country.  It  would  be  difgufting,  as  well  as  tedious, 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  bloody  fcenes  and  the  horrid  outrages  which  fucceeded.  The 
circumftances  being  made  known  to  the  AfTembly,  after  repeated  deliberations,  ic  was  at 
length  refolved,  on  the  fourteenth  of  September  1791,  that  the  territory  of  Avignon,  wi 
the  adjacent  county  of  Venaiffin,  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  French  empire, 
and  that  a  compenfation  in  lieu  of  thofe  countries  fhould  be  offered  to  the  pope15. 

The  year  1790  clofed  with  fome  little  acceflion  of  popularity  to  the  National  AfTembly 
of  France.  A  ftatue  was  decreed  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  RoufTeau,  and  his  widow 
was  allowed  a  penfion.  Some  other  popular  a£ts  were  paffed  ;  but  what  conferred  upon 
them  the  moft  folic!  applaufe,  was  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finances,  from  which  it 
appeared,  that  the  national  receipt  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  three  millions,  and  that 
there  was  upwards  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  in  fpecie  in  the  public  trea- 
fury.  The  pernicious  and  difgraceful  tax  of  lotteries  was  totally  aboliflied  and  prohibited, 
About  the  clofe  of  the  year  M.  de  St.  Prieft,  minifter  of  the  interior  department,  re- 
figned. 

The  firft  act  of  the  new  year,  infteadof  indicating  an  inclination  to  prolong  its  feflion^ 
like  the  long  parliament  of  England,    enumerated  a  lift  of  articles  which  were  necef- 
fary  to  be  difcuffed  previous  to  the  final  eftablifhment  of  the  conftitution  ;  after  the  de- 
termination of  which,  the  AfTembly  declared  its  intention  of  diflolving  itfelf,  and  ac- 
cordingly reftgned  its  authority. 


The  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  potentates  now  began  to  be  alarmed,  and  there  was 
much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  a  league  was  formed  againft  the  riling. liberties  of  France, 


JJ  This  was  the  firft  violation  of  that  excellent  maxim,  which  the  new  legiflature  of  France  had  fo  folemnly 
tnafted,  to  avoid  all  conquefts,  all  acceffion  of  territory,  all  increafe  of  dominion. 
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among  the  mod  powciful  nations  of  the  continent.  Cordons  of  troops  were  advanced 
from  Germany  on  the  north,  from  Spain  on  the  fouth,  and  from  Italy  and  Savoy  on  the 
well: ;  and  France  might  be  find  literally  to  be  bcfieged  with  hoftile  armies.  The  events 
which  took  place  in  France,  retarded  for  a  while  the  execution  of  this  plan  :  but  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  defpotic  courts  never  alter;  their  acYion  is  occafionally  interrupted  by  circum- 
stances;  but  their  tenour  is  direct,  and  their  conduct  commonly  confident :  what  Leo- 
pold left  unperformed,  Francis  has  endeavoured  to  accomplifh. 

The  only  plea  which  the  conduct  of  France  afforded  thefe  powers  for  interfering  in 
ber  domeftic  concerns,   was  the  claims  of  the  German  princes  who  had  eflates  in  Alface 
and  Lorraine.'  On  the  fubverfion  of  the  feudal  inllitutions,  the  claims  of  vaflulage,  mort- 
main, &c    &c.  which  thefe  princes  confidered  as  their  right,  were  neceffarily  abolifhed. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  National  AfTembly  repeatedly  decreed  them  the  ampleft  compen- 
fation.     The  views  of  the  German  courts  were  different.     Alface  and  Lorraine  afforded 
the  excufe,  but  the  object  of  the  projected  war  was  certainly  not  the  feignorial  rights  of 
a  few  petty  princes,  who  would  think  themfelves  amply  reoompenfed  by  the  receipt  of  a 
few  louis  in  their  empty  treafuries.     The  cautious  politics  of  Leopold,    however,  led 
himto  purfue  the  moft  courtly  meafures  in  treating  with  France.  On  the  twenty-fecond 
of  January,  the  king  communicated  to  the  AfTembly  a  letter  from  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, in  which  that  monarch  makes  the  moft  unqualified  proteftations  of  his  amicable  in- 
tentions towards  France;  but  intimates  at  the  fame  time,  that  "  It  is  neceffary  that  all 
'•  the  innovations  that  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of 
"  Auguft  be  done  away,  and  matters  put  upon  the  ancient  footing." — The  king,  when 
he  communicated  the  letter,  treated  it  merely  as  an  official  meafure  of  the  emperor,  as 
head  of  the  German  empire;  and  obferved,   that  he  received  at  the  fame  time   the  moft 
pacific  affurances  from  the  court  of  Vienna.     The  AfTembly,  however,   were  not  to  be 
impofed  upon  by  the  fineffe  of  Leopold  ;  they   immediately  decreed  a  confiderable  aug- 
mentation of  the  national  force,  and  that  every  defenfive  meafure  mould  be  expeditioufly 
adopted. 

On  the  twentieth  of  February,  the  prefident  of  the  National  AfTembly  received  a  let- 
ter fromthe  king,  ftatingthat  his  aunts,  the  daughters  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  had  left  Paris 
that  morning  at  fix  o'clock,  and  that,  as  he  was  perfuaded  that  they  could  not  legally  be 
deprived  of  the  liberty  which  the  conftitution  gave  to  every  citizen  to  travel  wherever  he 
would,  he  had  not  attempted  to  prevent  their  departure".  This  report  was  no  fooner 
made,  than  M.  Camus  propofed,  that  the  civil  lift  fhould  be  diminifhed  in  proportion  to 
the  provifion  which  the  nation  allotted  them:  this  was  again  oppofed  by  M.  Martineau  ;_ 
but  the  affembly  confidering  the  fubjedt  unworthy  of  their  notice,  paffed  to  the  order  of 
the  day.  On  the  following  day,  however,  the  fubjedt  was  renewed  byM.  Barnave,  who, 
.as  the  conftitutional  committee  were  at  prefent  occupied  in  providing  a  fet  of  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  royal  family,  propofed  that  they  fhould  be  inftru&ed  to  prefent 
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to  the  AfTembly  the  plan  of  a  decree' to  afcertain  the  right  which  perfons  allied  to  ths- 
throne  fhould  have  to  travel  out  of  the  kingdom.  This  propofal  produced  another  from 
Meffrs.  Martineau,  Goupil,  and  others,  that  the  law  againft  emigrants  fhould  extend  not 
only  to  the  royal  family,  but  to  all  other  individuals  ;  andthat  a  feafonable  abfentee  tax- 
fhould  be  impofed,  in  order  to  difconrage  emigration  in  general. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ladies  continued  their  journey,  and  with  a  train  of  carriages  pre- 
fented  themfelves  before  Moret,  and  produced  to  the  magiftratesa  paffport  from  the  kingr 
counterfigned  Montmorin,  and  a  declaration  from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  dating  that 
they  arrogated  to  themfelves  no  right  to. flop  any  perfons  travelling  through  the  kingdom. 
As  the  municipality  of  Moret  was  informed  that  the  matter  was  now  under  the  confidei- 
ation  of  the  conftitutional  committee,  they  determined  to  arreftthem.  They  had,  how- 
ever, no  fooner  taken  this  determination,  than  a  party  of  a  hundred  or  more  of  thechaf- 
feurs  de  Lorraine,  with  a  number  of  the  domeftics  of  M.  Montmorin,  mayor  of  Fon- 
tainebleau,  appeared  before  the  gates,  forced  them  open,  and  made  a  clear  paffage  for  the 
travellers.  At  Arnay-le-Duc,  the  municipality  was  more  fuccefsful :  there  they  effec- 
tually flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  emigrants,  and  difpatched  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  National  AfTembly.  On  mature  confideration,  however,  the  legiflative 
body  decre«d,  that  "  as  there  was  no  pofitive  law  exifting  which  fan£tioned  the  arreffc  of 
"  mefdames  aunts  to  the  king,  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  executive  power;"  and  in 
confequence  of  this  decree,  after  fome  delays,  they  were  left  to  purfue  their  journey  to 
Rome. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  an  event  of  a  more  extraordinary  and  fufpicious 
nature  occurred,  and  unfortunately  contributed  to  encreafe  the  jealoufy  and  diffatisfaction 
of  the  public.  On  the  morning  of  that  day,  at  the  ufual  hour  of  divine  fervice  at  the 
Royal  Chapel,  a  gentleman,  after  walking  for  fome  time  in  the  gallery,  requeued  of  the 
attendants  on  the  dauphin  to  be  permitted  to  fee  the  prince.  As  he  paffed  into  the  apart- 
ment, a  poniard  of  a  peculiar  conftrucYion  was  discovered  under  his  coat:  he  was  arretted, 
and  examined  before  the  mayor  of  Paris,  and  committed  to  cuftody. 

"While  the  mayor  was  occupied  with  this  affair,  he  received  intelligence  of  a  riot  in 
another  quarter.  The  caftle  of  Vincennes  had  been  directed  to  undergo  fome  repairs 
and,  as  that  edifice  had  formerly  been  ufed  as  a  ftate  prifon,  the  jealoufy  of  the  populace 
immediately  took  fire,  and  their  imaginations  reprefenjed  to  them  the  horrible  fpeclre  of 
a  Baftille  flill  more  formidable  than  that  which  had  been  demolifhed.  The  fuburb  of 
St.  Antoine  was  prefently  in  motion,  and  the  object  of  popular  fufpicion  was  powerful- 
ly affailed.  M.  Bailly  was  however  no  fooner  informed  of  this  commotion,  than  he  pro» 
ceeded  thither,  accompanied  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  and  a  ftrong  party,  of  the  national 
guard.  The  populace  were  eafily  undeceived,  and  perfuaded  to  difperfe  ;  but  what  was 
the  furprife  of  the  magiftrate  and  the  national  guard,  on  their  return  to  the  Thuilleries, 

to 
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to  find  the  gates  haired  againft  them  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  forced  Open,  the  apart- 
ments wire  difcovered  to  be  rilled  with  men  who  had  affembled  under  the  pretence  of  de- 
fending the  king!  As  no  criminal  intention  could  be  proved  againft  them,  after  being 
learched,  and  deprived  of  their  arms,  they  were  ordered  civilly  to  depart,  and  leave  the 
protection  of  the  royal  family  to  the  national  guard.  The  general  fufpicion  was,  that 
a  confpiracy  had  been  concerted  by  the  chiefs  of  the  ariftocratic  party,  to  take  advantage 
of  the  firft  commotion,  which  would  neceffarily  draw  oft'  the  national  guard,  to  put  in 
effect  their  long-projected  plan  of  carrying  off  the  king.  Whatever  might  be  the  mo- 
tive of  the  perfons  who  affembled  on  this  occafion,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  gave 
too  much  countenance  to  the  fufpicions  of  the  people,  and  chcrifhed  that  fpirit  of  party 
which  it  was  fo  much  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  counteract  and  fubdue. 

The  beginning  of  March  was  dedicated  by  the  Affembly  chiefly  to  the  organization  of 
the  army;  and  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  feveral  decrees  were  paffed  relative 
to  the  cafe  of  a  regency. — "  Women  were  excluded  from  that  trull,  as  well  asfronvthe 
"  fucceffion  to  the  crown.  The  regency  was  declared  to  belong  of  right  to  the  next 
"  male  heir  to  the  crown,  during  the  whole  minority  of  the  king.  The  perfon  of  the 
*'  minor  king,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the  regent ;  and  he  was  pronounced  to  be 
w  of  age  at  eighteen." — Nearly  about  the  fame  period  it  was  decreed,   "  that  all  public 

•  "  functionaries  ought  to  refide  in  whatever  place  was  the  proper  fcene  of  their  employ- 
"  ments;  that  the  king,  as  the  firft  public  functionary,  fhould  be  always  rcfident,  during 
"  the  feffion,  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  legiflative  body  ;  and  that  if  he  or  the  heir 

V'  apparent  went  out  of  the  kingdom  without  a  decree  of  the  legiflature,  they  fhould  be 
«'  confidered  as  having  abdicated  the  crown." 

This  was  fucceeded  by  one  of  ftill  greater  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  communi- 
ty. It  regarded  the  fucceffion  to  property,  and  the  right  of  difpofing  of  poffeffions  af- 
ter death.  In  the  outfet  of  the  debate,  a  very  judicious  diftincVion  was  eftablifhed  ;  and 
it  was  determined,  firft,  to  decide  what  was  proper  to  be  decreed  with  refpecT:  to  the  effects 
of  perfons  dying  inteftate  ;  and,  fecondly,  whether  any  reftriction  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
light  of  teflamentary  alienation.  In  the  firft  part  of  tills  inveftigation,  the  evils  of  the 
exifting  law  of  inheritances  were  ftrongly  depicted.  The  abfurd  feudal  inftitution  of 
primogeniture  was  fuccefsfully  attacked.  It  was  demonftrated,  "  that  no  fuch  inftitu- 
"  tion  exifted  amongft  the  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity;  that  it  originated  among 
"  the  moft  barbarous  tribes,  and  in  the  moft  uncivilized  periods  ;  that,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
"  cumftances  of  fociety,  it  was  warranted  by  no  motive,  no  reafon,  no  excufe;  that  its 
•'  bafis  was  injuftice,  its  confequences,  profligacy,  and  crimes;  that  the  heir  to  alargefor- 
"  tune  was  generally  corrupted  by  the  poffeffion  of  it,  and  the  younger  branches  devoted 
*'  to  beggary  and  proftitution  ;  that  its  effects  in  a  public  view  were  ftill  more  deplora- 
«'  ble ;  and  that  it  was  the  principal  caufe  of  that  inequality  among  the  citizens,  which 
"  produced  moft  of  the  vice  and  all  the  mifery  that  ex i ft s  in  fociety."  In  fine,  the  opi- 
nion,, 
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xiion,  that  an  equal  divifion  of  property  fhould  take  place  among  the  children  or  .rela- 
tions of  perfons  dying  inteftate,  feemed  to  meet  with  unanimous  approbation,  and  was 
fome  time  after  the  difcuflion  decreed.  On  the  other  topic,  there  was  a  greater  diverfity 
of  fentiment.  "  In  defence  of  the  unlimited  power  of  teftators,  recourfe  was  had  to  the 
41  facred  light  in  which  property  ought  always  to  be  regarded;  to  the  difcouragement 
*'  which  would  be  held  forth  to  induftry,  if  a  man  was  not  permitted  to  difpofe  of  his 
"  property  agreeably  to  his  inclination.  The  power  of  parents  over  their  children  was 
*■*  another  forcible  argument  which  was  reforted  to  on  this  topic.  To  make  children 
**  independent  of  their  parents,  it  was  faid,  would  be  the  annihilation  of  good  morals. 
M  Youth,  it  was  added,  is  the  torrid  zone  of  human  life,  and  muft  fall  the  unrefiftrng 
*'  prey  of  temptation,  of  debauchery,  of  ufury,  of  every  exifting  corruption  and  depra- 
*'  vity,  'if  poffefled  of  an  independent  patrimony.  The  character  of  a  father  was  repre- 
*'  fentedas  the  moft  facred  of  titles  ;  it  was  that  which  the  Deity  himfelf  affumes.  The 
*«  equal  partition  of  eftates,  which  was  the  principal  argument  employed  by  the  other 
*i  fide,  was  adduced  as  a  proof  in  favour  of  that  arrangement  which  left  the  difpofal  of 
•*'  his  property  to  the  will  of  the  teftator.  In  the  increafe  of  population,  it  was  faid,  the 
*'  landed  property  of  individuals  would  be  fubdivided  into  atoms,  and  the  portions 
*(  would  be  fo  extremely  fmall  as  even  to  baffle  the  diligence  of  the  collectors  of  the 
*\  land-tax." 

The  arguments  on  the  other  fide  were  not  lefs  forcible  and  ingenious.  It  was  faid, 
•"  that  the  queftion  in  this  cafe  was  limply,  whether  the  will  of  the  law,  or  the  will  of 
*.'  the  individual,  fhould  be  obeyed  F'  The  will  or  determination  of  the  law  ought  to  be 
preferred,  becaufe  it  was  totally  exempt  from  the  influence  of  the  paffions;  whereas  the 
will  of  the  individual  was  always  under  their  direction.  If  the  law  had  determined, 
therefore,  that  an  equal  divifioh  of  property  was  for  the  good  of  the  ftate,  the  will  of  the 
individual  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  public  welfare.  The  arbitrary  difpofition  of 
parents  not  only  obftructed  the  public  profperity,  by  contributing  to  the  inequality 
of  fortune  among  the  citizens;  but  frequently  produced  the  moft  cruel  outrages,  by  dis- 
inheriting their  children  from  paffion  or  mifreprefentation. — It  was  not  however  con- 
tended that  the  reftriction  fhould  be  fo  abfolute  that  a  parent  fhould  have  nothing  left  to 
diftribute  as  a  recompenfe  to  a  deferving  child,  nothing  to  withhold  as  a  check  upon  one 
Jefs  worthy;  the  object  was,  to  leave  apart  of  the  inheritance  at  the  difpofal  of  the  tef- 
tator, and  to  diftribute  a  part  in  fuch  proportions  as  fhould  feem  moft  likely  to  promote  the 
jprofperity  of  the  common-wealth. 

Of  this  latter  opinion  was  Mirabeau  ;  but  he  fpake  no  longer  from  the  tribune,  which 

Tiad  fo  often  refounded  with  the  thunders  of  his  eloquence,  but  from  the  dark  and  filent 

regions  of  the  dead.     In  the  beginning  of  his  diforder,  his  hope  of  recovery  was  great, 

-  and  his  courage  in  the  fubfequent  ftages  of  it  was  not   lefs.     He  deliberately  made  his 

m'Al  -}  and  recollecting  that  a  law  relating  to  teftaments  was  then  before  the  Affembly,  he 
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faid  to  the  abbe  Taleyrand,  "  The  National  Affembly  is  now  engaged  upon  a  law  relat- 
"  ing  to  teftaments,  and  they  will  not  think  it  unsuitable,  that  a  man  who  has  juffc 
"  made  one  fhould  offer  them  his  opinion  on  the  queftion,  as  his  laSt  homage.  I  entruft 
«  this  paper  to  your  care,  to  be  read  to  the  Affembly."'  At  the  early  age  of  forty-two, 
he  departed  this  life,  leaving  many  of  his  intended  plans  unfinished;  his  character  was 
of  that  complex  fort  which  cannot  be  haftily  orconcifely  developed,  and  which  we  fhall 
not  attempt  to  delineate  :  one  truth  may  perhaps  be  fhartly  told,  as  to  the  worth  of  his  in- 
tentions ;  that  the  principles  were  bad,  and  that  the  good  which  he  did  was  accidental,  or 
done  only  becaufe  he  happened  to  believe  it  the  mod  expedient.  We  fay  happened;  for, 
notwithstanding  his  talents,  he  very  rarely  faw  the  homely  but  irrefiftible  truth,  "  that 
11  honefly  is  the  beji  policy." 

The  nobleffe  affembled  on  the  borders  of  Alface,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-conquering  their 
titles,  began  now  to  create  fome  alarm  in  the  people.  The  emigrant  army  had  been  re- 
newed by  the  prince  of  Conde:  their  uniform  was  black,  faced  with  yellow,  with  a 
death's  head  furrounded  with  a  laurel  wreath  on  one  cuff,  and  a  fword  on  the  other,  with 
the  motto,  "  Conqueror  die!"  The  emigrants  alfo,  it  was  added,  were  well  received 
by  molt  of  the  German  princes,  and  every  thing  appeared  hoftile  on  the  frontiers.  As 
the  cardinal  de  Rohan  had  taken  an  active  part  in  Seducing  the  people  from  their  du- 
ties, an  act  of  impeachment  was  decreed  againft  him  and  fome  other  of  the  principal 
emigrants. 

With  this  circumftance  feveral  others  occurred  to  keep  awake  the  ever-watchful  eye 
of  popular  fufpicion.  The  king,  whether  he  entertained  them  through  prejudice  and 
predilection,  or  through  mere  compaffion,  was  furrounded  with  non-juring  priefts,  and 
other  perfons  of  a  dubious  character ;  and  the  people  had  not  forgotten  the  Singular  tranf-- 
acYion  of  the  Thuilleries,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  which,  in  all  probablity, 
was  frequently  exaggerated  and  mifreprefented  to  them.  However,  therefore,  we  may 
condemn,  we  cannot  be  furprized  at  the  tumult  which  took  place  on  the  eighteenth  of 
April,  while  the  royal  family  were  preparing  to  fet  out  for  Saint  Cloud,  where  they  in- 
tended to  pafs  the  Eafler  holidays.  The  populace,  who  considered  this  as  only  forebod- 
ing the  flight  of  the  king,  and  a  counter-revolution,  clamoroufly  furrounded  the  car- 
riage, and  infiSted  on  their  majefties'  return.  It  was  in  vain  that  M.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la 
Fayette  oppofed  this  phrenzy  ;  in  vain  they  exerted  themfelves  to  procure  a  free  paffage 
for  the  carriage.  A  fet  of  orators  better  adapted  to  the  ears  of  the  common  people,  ex-, 
claimed,  "  If  the  king  efcapes,  there  will  be  a  civil  war,  and  the  Streets  of  Paris  will  be 
•*  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  citizens."  The  national  guard  refufed  to  act — "  We 
•'  know" — faid  the  grenadiers — "that  we  are  violating  the  law ;  but  the  fafety  of  the 
*«  country  is  th«  firft  of  laws." 

Th>; 
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The  royal  family,  in  fhort,  were  obliged  to  return.  The  king,  on  the  following  day, 
repaired  to  the  Affembly,  where,  with  becoming  firmnefs  and  dignity,  he  complained  of 
the  infult,  and  declared  his  intention  of  perfevering  in  his  refolution.  He  was  anfwer- 
ed  in  a  refpedtful  fpeech  by  the  prefident ;  and  he  proceeded  on  his  journey.  At  the 
fame  time,  his  majefty  embraced  this  opportunity  of  notifying  to  all  the  foreign  courts  his 
acceptance  of  the  conftitution  ;  and,  in  compliance,  with  a  requeft  from  the  municipa- 
lity of  Paris,  difmiffed  from  about  his  perfon  thofe  obnoxious  perfons  who  had  been  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  fufpicion.  New  affurances  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution,  and 
of  loyalty  to  the  king,  paffed  between  the  fovereign  and  the  National  Affembly,  and  all 
was  quiet. 

During  thefe  transactions  in  the  capital,  the  provinces  could  not  even  yet  be  pro- 
nounced in  a  perfect  ftate  of  tranquillity.  At  Touloufe,  in  particular,  feveral  citizens 
were  affaflinated  on  the  night  of  the  feventeenth  of  March.  The  murder  was  attributed 
to  the  officers  or  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Saint  Barthelemi.  The  people  immediately 
took  arms,  but  happily  the  tumult  ended  in  burning  the  colours  of  the  regiment.  The 
real  authors  of  the  affaffmations,  however,  efcaped  into  Spain. 

In  the  latter  end  of  June,  the  city  of  Paris,  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  France,  were 
thrown  into  the  moft  violent  confirmation  by  the  evafion  of  the  king.  It  was  re- 
marked, that  for  fome  time  weeks  previous  to  this  event,  the  emigrations  had  greatly  in- 
creafed;  and  the  circulating  fpecie  of  the  kingdom  disappeared,  as  it  were  by  a  miracle. 
The  non-juring  priefts  were  more  active  and  audacious  than  ever,  and  emiffaries  were 
employed  to  corrupt  the  foldiery  of  almoft  every  regiment,  and  efpecially  on  the  frontiers. 

M.  de  Bouille  was  entrufted  with  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  ;  a  truft  which  he  exer- 
cifed  more  confiftently  with  his  own  character  and  views,  than  with  the  principles  of  duty 
and  honour  ;  he  either  permitted  the  fortification  of  all  the  frontier  towns  to  run  to  de- 
cay, or  affifted  in  their  dilapidation.  The  garrifons  were  left  without  provifions  or 
ammunition.  The  national  foldiery  were  replaced,  wherever  it  was  poffible,  with  fo- 
reigners, and  the  utmoft  pains  were  taken  to  fpread  difunion,  and  difcontent  among  the 
national  troops.  The  place  nominally  appointed  for  the  retreat  of  the  king,  was  Mont- 
medi,  a  fortified  town  of  Luxemburgh  ;  but  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that  his  actual  re- 
sidence was  to  be  within  the  emperor's  dominions.  Here  the  emigrants  from  all  quarters 
were  to  be  affembled,  and  were  to  act  in  concert  with  the  powerful  fuccours  which  were 
to  be  furnifhed  by  Pruflia  and  Auftria;  while  other  diverfions  were  to  be  made  on  the 
fide  of  Spain  and  Savoy,  by  the  refpedtive  monarchs  of  thofe  countries. 

Such  is  the  account  which  is  moft  generally  believed  of  the  mbtives  and  plan  of  this 
ill-concerted  and  unfortunate  journey  ;  unfortunate  for  the  country,  becaufe  it  deftroyed 
that  confidence  which  the  people  ought  to  have  in  the  executive  government ;  and  doubly 
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unfortunate  for  the  monarch,  becaufe  it  for  ever  loft  him  the  love  of  a  people,  who,  in 
the  moA  diftrefsful  and  tumultuous  ciicumftanccs  of  the  Revolution,  were  never  before 
known  to  waver  or  abate  in  the  perfonal  regard  which  they  retained  for  their  fovereign. 
The  king's  intention  was  not  kept  fuch  a  profound  fecret,  but  that  it  was  known  to  M. 
Gouvion,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  national  guard,  who  communicated  it  to  the  mayor 
and 'M.  tie  la  Fayette:  the. guard  was  in  confequence  doubled,  and  fuch  precautions  were 
t.iken  as  appeared  likely  to  prevent  every  poffibility  of  effecting  the  intention.  On  the 
night  of  the  twentieth  of  June,  however,  the  king,  the  queen,  madame  Elizabeth,  After 
to  the  king,  and  the  whole  of  the  royal  family,  difappeared.  Monfieur  and  madame 
rook  the  road  to  Mons  j  and  the  king's  party  that  of  Montmedi. 

On  the  twenty-nrft  of  June,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  report  of  theic 
efcape  was  firft  propagated  through  the  capital,  Paris  exhibited  a  fcene  of  confufton, 
equalled  only  on  that  memorable  day  when  the  demolition  of  the  Baftille  proclaimed  to 
its  inhabitants  a  revolution  in  the  government.  The  fliops  were  already  opened,  and 
their  tenants  were  about  to  commence  their  ufual  occupations,  when  their  attention  was 
fuddenly  diverted  from  the  object:  of  their  toil,  by  an  ominous  whifper  that  ran  through 
the  city,  and,  like  a  contagious  whirlwind,  fpread  terror  and  difmay  wherever  it  paffed. 
«'  The  king  is  fled  l"  was  repeated  in  a  tone  of  mingled  apprehenfton  and  incredulity  : 
but,  as  doubt  was  converted  into  certainty,  terror  gave  way  to  indignation,  and  the  flight 
of  the  royal  family  was  fpeedily  and  loudly  announced  throughout  the  capital,  with  exe~ 
crations  too  horrid  to  repeat. 

In  the  midft  of  this  confternation  the  National  Aflembly  met.     M.  Regnault  was  the 
firft  who  fpoke  :  he  made  a  motion,  that  the  minifter  for  the  home  department  fhould  be 
commanded  immediately  to  difpatch  couriers  on  every  road,  with  orders  to  the  municipa- 
lities to  arreft  all  perfons  who  fhould  attempt  to  leave  the  kingdom.     This  motion  was  - 
carried  nem.  con. 

The  people,  in  the  mean  time,  had  arrefted,  on  the  bridge  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  two 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette's  aids-de-camp,  who  had  been  fent  to  announce  the  news  of 
the  king's  efcape  to  the  different  municipalities,  and  to  confult  on  the  proper  meafures  to  > 
be  purfued  in  confequence  thereof.  One  of  thefe  aids-de-camp  had  been  conducted  to  > 
the  Corps  de  Garde  des  Feuillans,  from  whence  he  was  taken  before  the  National  Af- 
lembly, where  he  gave  an  account  of  his  million  ;  and  deftred  immediate  orders  for  his 
comrade  and  himfelf,  that  they  might  know  how  to  proceed  in  cafe  of  further  in- 
terruption. 

The  Aflembly  decreed,  that  two  of  its  members  fhould  be  fent  to.  inform  the  people,  , 
that  they  ought  not  to  detain  the  two  officers  of  the  national  guard  whom  they  had  juffc  c 
flopped,  fince  they  were  entrufted  with  a  commiflion  of  efTential  importance  to  the  wel-  - 
fare  of  the  ftate, 
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The  fame  fpirit  of  miflruft  led  the  people  to  infult  M.  de  Cazales,  as  he  was  repairing 

to  the  Aflembly  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  would  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of 

an  enraged  mob,  but  for  the  interpofition  of  that  body,  who  deputed  Meflieurs  Petioa 

and  Gregoire  to  refcue  him  from  their  hands;  and  he  was  accordingly  conducted  to  his 

.  feat,  under  the  protection  of  the  n-ational  guard. 

A  proclamation  was  then  decreed,  by  which  the  municipality  of  Paris  was  ordered  to 
divide  itfelf  into  feveral  fedtions ;  to  proclaim,  by  found  of  trumpet,  in  different  parts  of 
the  city,  that  the  AfTembly  would  immediately  take  into  confideration  the  meafures  ne- 
cefTary  to  be  adopted  in  the  prefent  alarming  exigency  ;  and  to  advife  the  people  to  a 
itridt  prefervation  of  tranquillity,  as  the  only  means  of  defending  the.  conftitution  from 
the  evil  effedls  of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

The  keeper  of  the  feals  prefented  a  paper,  figned  by  the  king,  which  he  faid  had  been 
delivered  to  him  by  M.  de  la  Porte,  intendantof  the  houftiold,  and  which  exprefsly  for-- 
badehim  to  affix  the  feal  to  any  adt  of  the  legislative  body,  without  his  (the  king's)  par- 
ticular order.     Another  paper,  of  fimilar  import,  and  bearing  a  fimilar  addrefs,  was 
alfo  prefented. 

Meflieurs  Bailly  and  La  Fayette  next  appeared:  the  latter  referred  the  AfTembly  to 
major-general  Gouvion,  who  was  better   informed  of  the   tranfadtions  of  the  preced- 
ing night. 
» 

M.  Gouvion  being  called  to  the  bar,  begged  the  AfTembly  would,  in  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, difpenfe  with  his  difclofmg  the  namesof  fome  perfons,  on  whofe  condudthe  would 
fpeak  hereafter.  He  obferved,  that  on  Saturday  fe'nnight,  (Whitfun-eveJ  a  commandant 
of  a  battalion  of  the  national  guard  came  to  inform  him,  that,  by  certain  movements  in 
the  chateau  of  the  Thuilleries,  he  believed  a  plan  was  formed  to  take  away  the  dau-» 
phin  and  Madame  Royale,  and  that  he  had  his  information  from  the  bert  authority.  On 
M.  Gouvion's  replying  that  it  was  too  ferious  an  affair  to  admit  of  a  third  perfon,  he 
told  the  commandant  from  whom  he  had  received  the  intelligence.  He  had  an  interview 
with  that  very  perfon;  and  having  acquainted  the  commandant-general  of  the  fadt,  he 
recommended  double  vigilance.  M.  Gouvion  kept,  at  his  houfe,  in  the  night,,  feveral 
officers  of  the  national  guard,  whom  he  ordered  conftantly  to  parade  the  Thuilleries. 
The  next  day  he  got  a  more  particular  account :  and  at  night  he  retained  a  number  of 
officers,  as  before,  to  watch  the  event. 

On  Saturday  evening  a  volunteer  grenadier  came  to  the  houfe  of  M.  Gouvion,"  and 
told  him,  that  he  had  juft  come  from  the  Committee  of  Refearch,  and  had  made  a  fimilar 
declaration  to  M.  Sillery,  . 
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His  inquietude  cncrcafing,  he  went  to  the  mayor,  who  nfTembled  the  officers  of  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  police,  and  fent  two  commillioners  to  the  office  of  the  Committee  of  Re- 
search, but  no  pcrfons  were  there.  In  the  even  hi  j  he  difpatched  a  commandant  of  a 
battalion  to  acquaint  the  mayor,  and  the  commandai  general,  who,  in  confequence, 
came  to  the  Thuilleries.  Orders  were  then  given  for  all  the  gates  to  be  fhut ;  many 
officers  were  on  the  watch  all  night;  and,  notwithftandilg,  in  the  morning,  he  received 
the  news  of  the  king's  departure,  through  the  fame  channel  by  which  he  had  previously 
l>cen  informed  of  the  project.  This  perfon  pointed  out  the  gate  or  door  by  which  his 
majeftv  palled  ;  though  he,  for  his  own  part,  did  not  think  it  poffible  that  he  could  have 
effected  it,  becaufe  himfelf  and  five  other  officers  had  not  quitted  the  fpot  the  whole  night. 

A  refolution  of  the  department  of  Paris  was  Submitted  to  the  Affembly,  by  a  deputa- 
tion from  that  body,  and  unanimoufly  adopted:  it  ordained,  that  feals  fhould  be  imme- 
diately placed  on  all  the  apartments  of  the  palace;  that  all  perfons  holding  any  office  in 
the  houfhold,  or  other  wife  employed  about  the  palace,  fhould  be  put  under  arreft ;  and 
that  guards  fhould  be  {rationed  at  the  different  gates  of  the  city,  with  orders  to  prevent 
auy  perfon  from  leaving  Paris  without  a  paffport  from  the  municipality. 

To  favour  their  efcape,  the  royal  family  had  obtained  a  paffport  through  the  medium 
of  the  Ruffian  ambaffador,  in  the  name  of  a  barone-fs  de  Korff,  with  her  fuite,  as  travel- 
ling to  Frankfort.  They  travelled  in  the  moft  private  manner,  till  they  found  them- 
felves  at  a  confiderable.  diftance  from  the  capital,  when  they  were  furnifhed  by  M.  deBouille 
with  detachments  of  dragoons,  under  the  pretence  of  guarding  fome  treafure  for  the  pay 
of  the  foldiers.  They  proceeded  without  interruption  for  an  hundred  and  fifty-fix  miles, 
and  were  but  a  few  leagues  from  the  frontiers  when  they  were  arretted.  M.  Drouet,  the 
poft-mafter  at  Saint  Menehoud,  gave  the  following  account  of  the  transaction  to  the 
National  Affembly. 

"  I  am  the  poft-mafter  of  Saint  Menehoud,  formerly  a  dragoon  in  the  regiment  of 
«'  Conde.     My  comrade,  William,  was  formerly  a  dragoon  of  the  queen's  regiment. 

"  On  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  at  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  two  carriages 
"  and  eleven  horfes  baited  at  my  houfe.  I  thought  I  recognized  the  queen  ;  and  per- 
*•  ceiving  a  man  at  the  back  part  of  the  carriage,  on  the  left,  I  was  ftruck  with  the  re- 
"  femblance  of  his  countenance  to  the  king's  effigy  on  an  affignat  of  fifty  livres. 

'•  Thefe  carriages  were  conducted  by  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  which  fucceeded  a 
*'  .detachment  of  huffars,  .under  pretence  of  protecting  a  treafure.  This  efcort  confirm- 
"  ed  me  in  my  fufpicions ;  particularly  when  I  faw  the  commander  of  the  detachment 
*'  fpeak  with  great  animation  to  one  of  the  couriers.  However,  fearing  to  excite  falfe 
*l  alarms,  being  alone,  and  having  no  opportunity  of  confulting  any  one,  I  fuffered  the 
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*  carriages  to  depart ;  but  feeing  immediately  the  dragoons  making  preparations  to  fol- 
"  low  them,  and  obferving,  that,  after  having  afked  horfes  for  Verdun,  the  carriages 
*'  took  the  road  to  Varennes,  I  went  to  my  comrade  and  told  him  what  I  had  feen; 
*'  and  that  I  propofed  to  follow  them,  he  readily  offering  to  accompany  me,  we  inftantly 
"  mounted  our  horfes  and  taking  a  crofs  road,  arrived  before  them  at  Varennes.  It  was 
"  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  very  dark,  and  every  one  gone  to  bed.  The  carriages  were 
"  flopt  in  the  ftreet,  by  a  difpute  which  had  taken  place  between  the  poftillions  and  the 
'*  poft-mafter  of  the  town.  The  poft-mafter  was  defirous  that  they  would  flop  and  re- 
"  frefh  their  horfes  according  to  cufiom;  the  king,  on  the  contrary,  wifhed  to  haften  his 
"  departure. 

M  We  flopped  at  the  fign  of  the  Golden  Arm,  and  calling  for  the  landlord,  M.  le  Bianc, 
11  I  took  him  afide,  and  faid  to  him — "Are  you  a  ftaunch  patriot  ?" — "  Don't  doubt  it," 
M  replied  he.  "  Well," — faid  I — "  the  king  is  at  Varennes  ;  he  muft  be  flopped." — We 
**  then  alighted,  and  reflected,  that  in  order  to  fecure  fuccefs  to  our  plan,  it  was  necef* 
«'  fary  to  barricade  the  ftreet  and  the  bridge  by  which  the  king  was  to  pafs. 

V  My  companion  and  I  then  went  to  the  bridge  of  Varennes — fortunately  we  found 
«'  a  carriage  there,  loaded  with  furniture  ;  we  overturned  it,  fo  as  to  render  the  road  im- 
"  paflable;  in  the  mean  time  le  Bianc  had  been  to  the  procureurde  la  commune,  the  mayor, 
*'  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  our  number  increafed  to 
'*  eight  men,  who  were  all  hearty  in  the  caufe. 

**  The  commander  of  the  national  guard,  accompanied  by  the  procureur,  approached 
*'  the  carriage,  afked  the  travellers  who  they  were,  and  where  they  were  going.  The 
"  queen  petulantly  anfwered  they  were  in  a  hurry.  A  fight  of  the  paffport  was  then 
"  demanded.  She  at  length  gave  her  paffport  ^  to  one  of  the  guards,  who  alighted, 
"  and  came  to  the  inn. 

"  Whe* 

19  The  paffport  was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
"By  the  King. 
"  To  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  entrufted  with  the  prefervation  of  the  public  welfare,  in  the  different  tle- 
"  partments  of  the  kingdom,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  greeting. 

"  You  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  permit  the  bearer,  the  baronefs  de  Korff,  with  two  children,  a  female 
"  attendant,  one  valet  de  chambre,  and  three  domeftics,   to  pafs  freely  on  her  journey  to  Frankfort,  without  any 
"  lett  or  moleftation  whatever.    The  prefent  paffport  remains  in  force  for  the  fpace  of  one  month  only." 
Given  at  Paris,  June  the  5th,  1 79 1.  (Signed)   Louis. 

(Counterfigned)  Montmorin. 

This  paffport  occafioned,  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  of  the  Affembly,  the  moft  violent  fufpicionsagainfi 
the  minifter  who  had  figned  it,  and  he  was  immediately  ordered  to  appear  at  the  bar.  He  arrived  .at  the  Affembly, 
preceded  by  an  immenfe  crowd,  who,  with  the  mmoft  impatience,  anxioufly  awaited  his  condemnation.  After  a 
fhort  interrogation,  which  he  anfwered  with  all  the  calmnefs  of  confcious  innocence,  RoSderer,  Gourdan,  Camus, 
iad  Miguel,  were  appointed  commiflioners  by  tiie  Affembly,  to  examine  the  regiiters  of  the  offi.ce  for  foreign  affairs, 
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«•  When  tlic  pafipoil  was  read,  fomc  fa'id  it  was  fufficient;  we  combated  this  opinion, 
««  becaufe  it  was  not  figncd  by  the  president  of  the  National  Affembly,  as  it  fhould  have 
**  been.  If  you  are  a  foreigner,  faid  we  to  the  queen,  how  came  you  to  have  fufficient 
14  influence  to  have  a  detachment  follow  you  ?  How  came  you,  when  you  paffed 
■*'  through  Clermont,  io  have  fufficient  influence  to  be  followed  by  a  firft  detachment  ? 

"  In  confequence  of  thefe  reflections,  and  our  perfeverance,  it  was  determined  that 
*'  the  travellers  foculd  not  proceed  till  the  following  day.  They  alighted  at  the  houfe  of 
"  the  procureur.  The  procureur  then  produced  a  picture  of  the  king,  and  afked  him  if 
*'  that  was  not  his  portrait  :  his  majefty  then  throwing  off  his  difguife,  replied — "  My 
*'  friends,  I  am  indeed  yotir  king — 1  have  fled  from  Paris,  from  poniards,  and  from  bayo- 
44  nets ;  I  have  determined  to  take  refuge  in  the  provinces,  where  I  hope  to  find  loyalty 
"  and  refpect ;  my  route  is  for  Montmidi ;  I  have  no  intention  of  leaving  the  kingdom  ; 
* '  I  entreat  you  not  to  impede  my  journey  : — Thefe  are  my  wife  and  children  !  we  con- 
<**  jure  you  to  treat  us  with  that  refpect  which  the  French  have  ever  fhewn  their  kings." 

"  The  national  guards  immediately  came  in  crowds,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  huffars 
*'  arrived  fword  in  hand ;  they  endeavoured  to  approach  the  houfe  where  the  king  was, 
■*"  but  we  let  them  know,  ^that  if  they  perfifted  in  taking  him  away,  they  fhould  not 
*'  tear  him  from  us  alive. 

"  The  commander  of  the  national  guards  had  the  precaution  to  bring  up  two  fmall 
""  field-pieces,  which  he  planted  at  the  upper  end  of  the  ftreet,  and  two  others  at  the 

*'  lower  end,  fothat  the  huffars  were  between  two  fires.  They  were  fummoned  to  dif- 
>■*«  mount.     M.  Jouglas  refufed ;  he  faid,  that  he  and  his  troop  would  guard  the  kingj 

"  he  was  anfwered,    that  the  national  guards  would  protect  him  without  his  afliftance. 

and  to  develope  the  motive  which  was  affigned  for  granting  the  paffport.  The  commiffionets,  after  having  invert- 
ed the  neceffary  documents,  gave  in  the  following  report : 

"  In  the  records  of  the  office  for  foreign  affairs  we  found  a  minute  of  a  paffport iffued  on  the  fifth  of  June  fora 
<{  baronefs  de  Korff ;  and,  in  a  column  of  the  fame   regifter,  we  find  it  was   granted  at  the  requifition  of  M.  de 

<M  Simolin  the  Ruffian  ambaffador.  Annexed  to  the  regifter,  is  the  letter  foliciting  the  paffport;  alfo  a  letter  from 
<:  de  Simolin,  inclofing  a  fecond  letter  from  the  baronefs  de  Korff,  addrefTed  to  a  third  perfon — this  letter  has  no 
"  direction.  The  baronefs  acquaints  the  third  perfon,  that  her  mother  was  ill,  and  that,  preparatory  to  her  depar- 
**■  ture,  fne,  in  burning  a  variety  of  ufelefs  papers^  had  unfortunately  committed  the  paffport  to  the  flames.  "  I  beg" 
11  — fays  fhe — "  you  will  excufe  my  importunity,  my  journey  being  indifpenfable;  I  muft,  ther«fore,  conjure  you 
"  to  obtain  me  another  paffport,  through  the  means  of  M.  Simolin."  This  letter  was  enclofed  in  a  fecond  note, 
*<  addrefTed  by  M,  Simolin  to  M.  Montmorin,  and,  in  confequence,  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  d'e.ivered  the 
. ,  "  fecond  paffport.  Thus  madame  Korff  procured  a  paffport  for  herfelf,  and  a  fecond,  under  the  fame  name,  for  the 
«•  king.  It  is  certain  that  M.  Simolin  was  grofsly  impofed  on,  and  that  the  minifter  could  not  refufe  a  paffport  on 
'<  the  requifition  of  an  ambaffador." — The  Affembly,  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  fufpicions  againft  M.  de  Mont- 
morin were  unfounded,  publifhed  a  decree,  wherein  they  declared  tjiat  the  conduft  of  the  minifter  for  foreign 

affairs  was  irreproachable.  .  * 

■■»  He 
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'  •"  He  perfifted  in  his  refolution ;  upon  which  the  commander  of  the  national  guards 
"  gave  orders  to  the  gunners  to  form  their  ranks,  and  to  fire.  They  took,  the  matches 
"  in  their  hands ; — but  I  have  the  honour  to  obferve  to  you,  that  the  cannons  were  not 

[  "  then  loaded.  In  a  word,  the  commander  of  the  national  guards,  and  the  troops  under 
'*  him,  acted  fo  judicioufly,  that  they  contrived  to  difarm  the  huflars.  The  king  was 
*'  then  made  a  prifoner. 

M  Having  thus  fulfilled  our  duty,  we  returned  home,  amidft  the  applaufes  of  our.fel- 
"  low-citizens ;  and  are  come  to  lay  before  the  National  Affembly  the  homage  of 
"  our  fer vices." 

The  news  of  thefe  tranfadtions  was  received  by  the  Affembly  with  inexpreffible  fatis- 
/action.  Bouille  was  fufpended  from  his  functions  ;  and  orders  were  given  for  arrefting 
him,  and  all  who  appeared  to  be  concerned  in  the  flight  of  the  king:  but  Bouille  evaded 
the  purfuit  of  his  enemies  by  flying  the  kingdom.-  The  Affembly  next  appointed  two 
commiffioners  to  examine  the  inferior  agents  of  the  king's  flight;  and  three  commiflion- 
ers,  Meffrs.  Tronchet,  d'Andre,  and  Duport,  were  appointed  to  receive  the  declaration  of 
the  king  and  queen. 

The  royal  family  were  efcorted  to  Paris  by  a-confiderablebody  of  the  national  guard, 
who  increafed  in  numbers  as  they  approached  the  metropolis.  Meffrs.  Barnave,  Peti'on, 
and  Latour  Maubourg  had  been  difpatched  to  Varennes  for  the  purpofe  of  accompanying 
them  bask  to  Paris  ;  and  public  tranquillity  was  fo  well  preferved,  that  they  entered  the 
Thuilleries  on  the  twenty-fifth  without  any  difturbance,  and  with  no  apparent  incon- 
venience but  the  fatigue  of  the  journey. 

On  the  twenty-feventh,  the  commiffioners  waited  on  the  king  and  the  queen  to  receive 
their  declaration  ;  the  following  is  their  account:  "  In  the  evening  at  feven  o'clock,  we 
"  found  the  king  alone  in  his  bedchamber;  and,  after  reading  to  him  our  commiffion, 
u  he  declared  as  follows  : 

"  I  think  it  neceffary,  refpedting  the  miffion  with  which  you  are  charged,  to  obferve 
'*•  to  you,  that  I-do  not  underftand  fubmitting  to  interrogatories ;  but  I  will  willingly, 
"  fince  the  National  Affembly  requires  it,  make  public  the  motives  which  induced  me 
"  to  quit  Paris.  They  were  the  threats  and  the  outrages  committed  againfl:  my  family 
"  and  myfelf,  and  which  have  been  circulated  in  different  publications  ;  and  all  thefe  in- 
M  fults  have  remained  unpunifhed.  I  thence  thought  that  it  was  neither  fafe  nor  proper  for 
"  me  toremain'any  longer  in  Paris  ;  but,  in  quitting  the  capital,  I  never  had  an  intention 
"  of  going  out  of  the  kingdom.  I  never  made  on  this  fubjeft  any  agreement,  either 
*'  with  the  neighbouring  powers,  with  my  family,  or  with  the  French  malcontents  in 
u.  foreign  countries.  My  plan  was,  to  retire  to  Montraidi ;  for  which  purpofe  I  had, 
"  prcvioufly,  ordered  apartments  to  be  prepared  for  me.  As  that  town  is  well  forti- 
"  fied,  I  thought  I  could  not  chufe  a  better  place  for  the  fafety  of  my  family.  Being  near 
**  the  frontiers,  I  Ihould  have  been  more  conveniently  at  hand  to  oppofe  every  invafion  of 

^  B  "  France 
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«  France  which  might  he  attempted.  I  fhould  befides  have  been  able  to  go,  with  more, 
"  facility  to  thofe  places  where  my  prcfence  might  be  neceflary.  Another  powerful  mo- 
•«  tive  for  my  retreat  was,  to  put  an  end  to  the  affertion  of  my  not  being  at  liberty.  If. 
"  my  intention  had  been  to  go  into  a  foreign  country,  I  fhould  not  have  publifhed  my 
"  Memorial  before  my  departure — I  would  have  done  it  after  I  pafled  the  frontiers.  Be- 
"  fides,  fhould  a  knowledge  of  our  intentions  be  defired  in  that  particular,  let  the  fame. 
"  Memorial  be  confulted ;  at  the  end  of  which  will  be  feen  with  how  much  pleafure  I 
**  promife  to  the  Parifiansto  join  them  again. 

"  As  a  further  corroboration  of  this,  I  had  in  my  carriage  only  thirteen  thoufand  two 
"  hundred  livres  in  gold,  and  five  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  livres  in  affignats.  I  de- 
"  clare  folemnly,  that  I  was  not  advifed  to  this  ftep  by  any  one,  and  that  I  alone  pro- 
*«  jected  and  executed  it.  I  informed  Monfieur  of  it  only  on  the  evening  of  my  de- 
"  parture  ;  and  it  was  agreed  between  us,  that  we  fhould  not  purfue  the  fame  route.  I. 
"  gave  orders  to  the  three  perfons  who  were  found  with  me,  to  follow  me.  The  fame 
"  evening  one  of  them  received  my  orders.  The  paflport  which  I  had  with  me  was  ne- 
"  ceiTary  to  facilitate  my  journey,  and  the  route  for  Frankfort  was  not  even  kept.  I  have 
"  made  no  other  proteftation  than  the  Memorial  which  I  left  behind  me,  and  which  has 
"  been  publifhed,  in  which  there  is  no  attack  againft  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
"  but  only  againft  the  form — the  decrees  not  having  been  paffed  together,  I  could  nott 
"  fo  well  judge  of  their  propriety.  I  experienced  in  my  journey,  that  the  public  opinion: 
"  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  conftitution.  I  did  not  believe  that  I  could  with  cer- 
"  tainty  come  at  a  knowledge  of  this  fact  at  Paris.  Convinced  how  much  it  was  necef- 
•"■  fary  to  give  force  to  the  eftablifhed  powers,  asfoon  as  I  knew  the  general  will,  I  did  not 
"  hefitate  to  make  thofe  facrifices,  which  the  welfare  of  the  people,  always  the  object  cf 
"  my  wifhes,  required  of  me.  (Signed)     LOUIS." 

This  declaration  was  dictated  by  the  king,  and  committed  to  writing  by  one  of  the 
commiffioners.  After  the  king  had  read  it,  and  before  figning  it,  he  recollected  having 
omitted  to  fay,  "  That  the  governefs  of  his  children  was  not  informed  of  the  journey 
"  till  the  moment  of  their  departure." 

The  commiffioners  informed  the  AfTembly,  that  they  then  proceeded  to  the  apartments 
of  the  queen,  where  they  found  the  king  and  madame  Elizabeth  fitting  down  to  table  ; 
and  were  informed,  by  order  of  the  queen,  that  fhe  was  in  the  bath,  and  could  not  then 
fee  them*  Her  declaration  in  confequence  was  not  received  by.  the  commiffioners  till  the 
next  morning  ;  which  was  as  follows : 

"  I  declare,  that  the  king,  being  defirous  of  quitting  Paris  with  his  children,,  nothing 
u  in  nature  could  have  diffuaded  me  from  following  him  ;  for,  that  I  will  never  confent 
44  to  quit  him,  my  whole  conduct  for  thefe  two  years  paft  has  given  fufficient  proofs.  I 
u  was  confirmed  in  my  determination  to  follow  him,  from  the  confidence  and  perfuafion 
"  \yhich.I  had,  that  he  would  never  quit  the  kingdom.    Had  he  been  eveu  fo  inclined, 

"  all. 
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•*  all  my  influence  would  have  been  exerted  to  prevent  him.  The  govemefs  of  my  daugh— 
"  ter,  who  had  been  indifpofed  for  five  weeks,  did  not  receive  orders  for  departure  till  the 
**  evening  preceding — fhe  had  not  even  taken  any  cloaths  with  her,  I  was  obliged  to  lend 
'f  her  fome — fhe  was  abfolutely  ignorant  of  ourdeftination.  The  three  couriers  neither 
*'  knew  the  deftination  nor  the  object  of  the  journey  ;  they  were  fupplied,  from  time  to 
■'  time,  with  money  upon  the  road,  and  received  our  orders  as  we  proceeded.  The  two 
"  femmes-de-chambre  did  not  receive  orders  till  the  moment  of  our  departure;  one  of 
w  them,  whofe  hufband  was  in  the  palace,  had  not  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him.  Mon<- 
«'  fieur  and  Madame  feparated  from  us,  and  took  the  road  to  Mons,  only  to  avoid  embar- 
"  raffinent,  and  to  prevent  delay  from  the  want  of  horfes  upon  the  road ;  they  were  to 
*'  join  us  in  France.  We  went  out  of  the  palace,  by  palling  through  the  apartment  of 
"  M.  Villequier ;  and,  that  we  might  not  be  perceived,  we  went  feparately,  and  at  fome 
«  diftance  of  time  from  each  other.  (Signed)     MARIE  ANTOINETTE." 

M.  Tronchet  acquainted  the  Affembly  that  the  commiflloners  had  received  a  note. from 
his  majefty,  requefting  them  to  attend  him,  he  having  fomething  further  to  communicate. 
They  were  then  authorized  to  wait  on  the  king;  and,  on  their  return,  reported,  that  his 
majefty  defired  to  have  the  following  fubjoined  to  his  declaration. 

**  I  gave  M.  de  Bouille  peremptory  orders  to  efcortme,  in  order  to  facilitate  my  journey 
**  to  St.  Midi :  I  alio  gave  orders,  fome  days  before  my  departure,  to  the  three  perfons 
*'  who  accompanied  me,  to  have  couriers'  liveries  made,  as  I  fhould  have  occafion  to  fend 
**  them  with  difpatches.  It  was  not  till  the  night  of  my  departure  that  one  of  them 
**  received  my  verbal  orders.  I  always  entertained  the  fincereft  intentions  of  returning 
•(  to  my  capital,  and  it  was  in  that  fenfe  I  meant  the  laft  fentence  in  my  Memorial  fhould 
*'  be  underftood." 

"When  the  declarations  of  the  king  and  queen,  were  read  to  the  Affembly,  the  greateft 
attention  and  filence  was  obferved ;  and  M.  Chabroud  moved,  that  they  fhould  be  taken 
into  confideration  by  the  Committee  of  Enquiry. 

Monfieur  and  Madame,  who  had  taken  a  different  road,  were  more  fuccefsful  in  effecT> 
ing  their  efcape,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Bruffels  on  the  twenty-third. 

The  neceffity  of  compleatiftg  the  fabric  of  the  conftitution  became  now  more  than  ever 
apparent,  and  the  Affembly  laboured  inceffantly  on  the  municipal  code,  and  the  organir 
zationo  the  army.  In  the  mean  time  every  precaution  was  taken  to  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  a  decree  was  paffed,  the  fubftance  of  which  was,  that  fuch  of  the 
emigr  Us  as  did  not  return  within  two  months  fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  triple  taxes  for  the 
year  1791. 

The 
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The  unanimity  which  prevailed  throughout  France,  from  the  time  of  the  king's  re- 
turn till  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  was  however  interrupted  by  a  fhort,  but  dis- 
graceful, riot  at  Paris.  Several  efforts  had  been  made  by  ill-difpofed  perfons,  fuppofed 
to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  emigrants,  or  of  the  hoflile  princes,  to  difturb  the  public  tran- 
quillityj  by  circulating  lifts  of  members  of  the  Aflembly  who  were  reported  to  be  bribed 
to  betray  their  truft,  and  other  infidious  manoeuvres.  Thefeefforts,  however,  all  proved 
abortive  till  the  morning  of  the  feventeenth  of  June,  when  the  magiitrates  were  alarm- 
ed by  the  report,  that  a  large  body  of  feditious  perfons  were  about  to  aflemble  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars.  Two  of  the  magiftrates  were  fent  to  the  fuburb  of  Saint  Antoine, 
where  they  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  find  that  every  thing  was  quiet.  At  eleven  o'clock, 
however,  intelligence  was  brought,  that  in  the  quarter  of  Gros-Caillou  two  perfons  had 
been  murdered:  three  municipal  officers  were  therefore  difpatched,  at  the  head  of  a  bat- 
talion of  national  guards,  to  feize  the  murderers,  and  difperfe  the  infurgents.  At  the 
fame  moment  information  was  received  of  an  alarming  tumult  in  the  Champ  de  Confe- 
deration. The  mob  attacked  the  national  guard,  and  one  man  had  the  audacity  to  fire 
on  M.  la  Fayette  himfelf.  The  man  was  feized  ;  but  M.  la  Fayette,  with  a  falfe  gene- 
rofity,  fuffered  him  to  efcape.  The  red  flag  was  now  difplayed,  and  martial  law  pro- 
claimed. The  national  guard  was  at  length  obliged  to  fire  upon  the  people,  who  did  not 
difperfe  till  about  twelve  were  killed,  and  fifty  orfixty  wounded.  It  was  aflerted,  with 
what  truth  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  that  foreign  emiflaries  were  difcovered  among  the  popu- 
lace, diftributing  money,  and  exciting  them  to  rebellion. 

The  period  now  approached  when  the  conftituent  aflembly  were  to  terminate  their  la- 
bours. A  committee  had  been  for  fome  time  employed  in  compiling  and  digefting  into 
a  code  the  conftitutional  decrees ;  and,  on  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  it  was  read  to  the  Aflem- 
bly by  M.  Thouret,  and  debated,  article  by  article ,6,  on  the  following  days.  On  the 
third  of  September  it  was  prefented  to  the  king.  He  fignified  his  acceptance  of  it  in 
writing  on  the  thirteenth  ;  and  the  following  day  he  appeared  at  the  Aflembly,  introduced 
by  a  deputation  of  fixty  members,  and  folemnly  confecrated  the  aflent  which  he  had  al- 
ready given,  and  concluded  with  an  oath,  '*  To  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  law; 
"  and  to  employ  the  powers  vefted  in  him  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution,  and 
**  the  due  execution  of  the  law." 

While  the  conftitutional  a£t  was  in  agitation,  an  additional  decree  was  pafled,  import- 
ing that  no  branch  of  the  royal  family  could  exercife  any  employment  in  the  gift  of 
the  people ;  and  on  the  thirteenth  of  September  the  Conftituent  National  Aflembly 
terminated  an  uninterrupted  feflion  of  two  years  and  four  months,  and  fpontaneoufly 
•diflblved  itfelf. 


,c  For  a  copy  of  the  Conftitution,  and  other  effential  documents,  fee  the  Appendix. 
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Previous  to  the  diflblution  of  the  conftituent  afTembly,  meafures  ought  to  have  been 
taken  for  aflembling  the  new  legiflature,infome  place  where  its  deliberations  would  have 
been  more  free  and  independent  than  they  could  be  in  the  factious  metropolis;  and  they 
/hould  have  corrected  the  error  into  which  their  own  vanity  had  betrayed  them,  of  ad- 
mitting a  numerous  and  infolent  audience  to  feat  themfelves  in  the  galleries,  as  judges  of 
the  debate,  which  they  frequently  difturbed  by  their  infolent  teftimonies  of  applaufe  or 
disapprobation. 

The  new  Aflembly  confifted  chiefly  of  country  gentlemen,  whofe  inexperience  in 
political  affairs  rendered  them  incompetent  to  act  for  themfelves,  and  made  them  the  paf- 
five  dupes  of  a  party,  which,  though  not  numerous,  compenfated  for  this  defect  bv  its 
activity  and  boldnefs.  This  faction  confifted  of  men  of  letters,  but  not  of  the  higheft 
rank  in  literature.  The  editors  of  newfpapers,  and  the  publishers  of  periodical  libels, 
were,  by  the  lingular  change  in  the  affairs  of  France,  elevated  to  the  rank  of  fenators, 
and  foon  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  authority  of  fovereigns.  Even  of  this  faction, 
however,  it  would  be  uncandid  in  the  extreme,  to  confider  all  the  members  as  equally 
unprincipled.  The  great  majority  of  them  were  decided  republicans ;  but  fome  were 
mere  enthufiafts  in  this  fyftem,  while  the  object  of  others  was  undoubtedly  to  gratify 
their  private  ambition,  or  to  fatiate  their  private  revenge.  In  this  point,  however,  they 
were  all  agreed,  that  no  government  but  a  pure  democracy  was  adapted  to  the  condition 
of  free  men;  and  that  France  could  never  be  happy  and  flourifhing  till  every  veftige  of 
monarchy  was  finally  obliterated.  This  point  they  determined  to  enforce  ;  and  few  of 
them,  we  fear,  hefitated  withrefpedt  to  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  accomplifhed. 

There  is  fomething  in  true  religion  which  foftens  the  ferocious  paffions  of  man  :  it 
can  arreft  the  hand  of  the  aflaflin,  it  can  whifper  peace  to  the  perturbed  fpirit ;  it  rejects 
the  attainment  of  its  end  by  unlawful  means,  and  follows  rather  the  dictates  of  con- 
fidence, and  immediate  duty,  than-the  moft  fplendid  vifions  which  the  imagination  may 
form  of  diftant  perfection.  This  only  fafeguard  of  moral  principle,  the  republican  phi- 
lofophers  of  France  unfortunately  wanted ;  they  were  even  bigots  in  infidelity  ;  the 
throne  and  the  altar  were  equally  obnoxious  to  them  ;  and  many  of  the  excefles  into 
which  they  plunged,  may  be  more  properly  attributed  to  their  irreligious  prejudices  than 
to  any  other  caufe. 

The  Aflembly  met  on  the  firft.  of  October,  and  the  following  day  proceeded  to  the 
verification  of  their  powers.  On  the  third  M.  Paftoret  was  elected  prefident,  and  M.  M. 
Francois,  Garron  de  Coulbn,  Cerutti,  Lacepede,  and  Guyton-Morveau,  were  proclaim- 
ed fecretaries.  On  the  fourth,  all  the  members  of  the  Aflembly  folemnly  took  the  con- 
ftitutional  oath,  in  the  following  terms  : 

4  C  "  I  fwear 
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«.'  I  fwear  to  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom, 
*f  decreed  by  the  confti'uent  National  Aflembly,  in  the  years  1789,  179O,  and  1 791  ; 
*t  and  neither  topropo.c  nor  confent  to  any  thing,  during  the  continuance  of  this  legif- 
"  lature,  which  may  be  injurious  or  contrary  to  it ;  and  to  be  in  every  thing  faithful  to 
"  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king."' 

A  deputation  of  the  members  was  at  the  fame  time  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  king, 
to  acquaint  his  majefty  that  the  Aflembly  was  finally  conftituted.  On  the  return  of  the 
deputation  to  the  Aflembly,  on  the  fifth,  the  reporter  having  flated  that  the  king  had  in- 
formed them,  by  the  minifter  of  juftice,  that  he  would  receive  the  deputation  at  nine 
o'clock,  one  of  the  republican  members  adverted  to  a  decree  in  the  month  of  July  1789, 
which  enacted  that  the  Aflembly  and  its  deputations  fhould  correfpond  diredtly  with  the 
king,  and  not  through  the  medium  of  the  minifters:  that  decree  was  therefore  re-ena£t- 
ed,  and  enforced  with  peculiar  rigour. 

The  king  having  announced  that  he  would  repair  to  the  Aflembly  on  Friday  the 
feventh,  it  was  next  debated  in  what  manner  he  fhould  be  received.  In  the  decree  that 
followed  this  debate,  the  mean  and  trifling  fpirit  by  which  the  Aflembly  was  afterwards 
to  be  actuated,  was  clearly  evinced.  The  moment  the  king  entered  the  Aflembly,  the 
members  were  to  rife  and  be  uncovered  1  but  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  bar,  they  were 
to  fit  down  and  cover  themfelves.  The  king  was  to  be  feated  on  the  left  of  the  prefi- 
dent,  not  on  an  elevated  throne,  but  on  a  fimilar  feat  to  that  of  the  preiident.  Thefe 
petty  indignities  were  as  impolitic  as  they  were  undeferved,  and  were  inconfiftent  with 
magnanimity,  and  utterly  unbecoming  a  great  nation. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  his  majefty,  feveral  deputations  appeared  at  thebarof  the  Aflem- 
bly ;  among  the  reft,  one  from  the  commons  of  Paris,  which  renewed  their  proteftations- 
to  maintain  the  conftitution  inviolate  ;  the  king,  alfo,  fent  a  written  notice,  that  he  had 
appointed  M.  Bertrand  to  be  tire  naval  minifter,  in  the  room  of  M.  Thevenard~ 

Notwithftanding  the  jealoufy  which  had  been  manifeftedby  the  Aflembly  on  the  fifth, 
and  tlie  defire  which  they  had  fince  fhewn  of  degrading  the  regal  dignity,  yet  the 
firft  meeting  between  the  king  and  the  legiflature  was  cordial.  The  urbanity  of 
Lewis  did  not  permit  him  to  retain  his  refentment;  and  the  courtefy  and  affability  with 
which  he  entered  the  hall,  commanded  refpecr.  from  the  moft  inveterate  republicans.  The 
king  addrefled  the  Aflembly  in  a  judicious  and  patriotic  oration.  He  pointed  out  briefly 
to  them  the  nature  of  the  duties  they  had  undertaken  to  perform,  and  recommended 
Jbme  objects  as  requiring  inftant  attention.  The  ftate  of  the  finances,  he  obferved,  was 
fuch  as  required  ftrong  and  fpeedy  exertion  to  eftablifh  an  equilibrium  between  the  re- 
ceipt ,and  the  expenditure  ;  to  accelerate  the  afleflment  and  collection  of  taxes,  and  to 
introduce  an  invariable  order   into  all  the  departments  of  this  immenfe  adminiftration. 

The 
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The  revifion  of  the  civil  code  was  alfo  an  obj eel, which  he  recommended  to  their  care  ; 
and  the  Amplifying  the  mode  of  proceeding,  fo  as  to  render  the  attainment  of  juftice 
more  eafy  and  more  prompt. 

He  proceeded  to  enlarge  on  the  neceffity  of  a  fyftem  of  national  education  ;  on  the 
organization  of  the  army,  and  the  propriety  of  ceftoring  order  and  difcipline.  He  re- 
ferved  himfelf  to  a  future  occafion  for  the  communication  of  his  fentiments  concerning 
the  navy.  Heftated  his  hopes  that  the  nation  would  not  be  troubled  by  any  attack  from 
abroad ;  recommended,  in  a  ftyle  of  paternal  regard,  unanimity  and  unalterable  confi- 
dence between  the  two  great  branches  of  government,  the  legiflative  and  executive 
powers,  as,  he  pointedly  remarked,  the  enemies  to  the  profperity  of  the  country  were 
continually  labouring  to  difunite  them. 

The  fpeech  of  the  king  was  received  with  unbounded  applaufes,  and  the  prefident  re- 
plied in  terms  of  confidence  and  refpeft.  He  complimented  the  kiqg  on  his  appearance 
among  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  which  he  termed  a  new  engagement  with  the 
country.  He  obferved  that  the  conftitntion,  fo  far  from  diminifhing  the  real  power  of 
the  king,  had  only  placed  it  on  the  firmed:  foundation  ;  it  had  converted  thofe  into 
friends,  who  had  formerly  been  termed  fubje£ts  ;  and  had  made  him  the  firfr.  monarch  in 
the  world.  He  concluded  with  exprefling  the  wifh  of  the  Aflembly  to  co-operate  with 
the  benevolent  views  of  the  king;  to  purify  the  bufinefs  of  legiflation  ;  to  re- animate 
public  credit ;  to  reprefs  anarchy.  "  Such,  fire," — faid  he — "  is  our  duty,  fuch  are  our 
"  earned  wifhes,  fuch  are  yours ;  fuch  are  our  hopes — the  gratitude  and  bleflings  of  the 
"  people  will  be  our  reward." 

It  would  have  been  a  circumftance  truly  fortunate  for  France  if  this  harmony  had 
continued  unbroken;  but  it  was  not  merely  the  republican  ardour  of  the  new  legiflaT 
tors,  which  revived  the  jealoufy  between  the  executive  and  legiflative  powers;  a  ftill  more 
potent  caufe  exifted  externally,  to  which  we  have  already,  though  but  flightly,  alluded. 
The  hoftile  preparations  of  the  emperor  and  the  continental  powers  ;  the  veil  of  .fecrecy 
which  they  caft  over  their  proceedings  ;  the  vague  and  obfeure  terms  in  which  they  ex- 
prefled  themlelves,  compared  with  the  open  boafls,  and  the  imprudent  and  intemperate 
declarations  of  the  emigrant  princes  and  nobility,  contributed  to  excite  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  a  variety  of  fufpicions,  in  which  all  the  perfons  connected  with  the  court 
were  occafionally  involved. 

To  unravel  more  explicitly  the  caufe  of  thefe  fatal  jealoufies,  and  in  reality  of  all  the 
unfortunate  circumftances  which  afterwards  afflicted  this  unhappy  and  diftradred  coun- 
try, it  will  be  necefTary  to  have  a  retrofpedt  to  a  tranfa&ion  which  occurred  fome  months 
previous  to  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  but  which  was  then  faintly  known 
by  the  vague  infinuations  of  rumour,  or  by  the  unconnected  intimations  of  fome  whofe 
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information  appears  to  have  been  rather  founded  upon  conje&urc  than  upon  competent 
evidence. 

In  the  month  of  July,  an  extraordinary  convention  took  place  at  Pilnitz  in  Sax- 
ony, between  the  emperor  Leopold  and  the  prefent  king  of  Pruffia,  between  whom, 
as  principals,  a  treaty  was  formed,  to  which  other  powers  are  fuppofed  to  have  afterwards 
acceded.  The  profeiTed  object  of  this  treaty  was  the  hoftile  invafion  of  France,  and  the 
new-modelling  of  its  government.  In  his  circular  letter  from  Pavia,  of  the  fixth  of  July, 
the  emperor  had  avowed  a  fimilar  intention,  and  had  invited  the  princes  of  Europe  to  co- 
operate with  him  in  refinance  to  thofe  principles  fo  obnoxious  to  arbitrary  authority, 
which  had  pervaded  France,  and  which  threatened  to  extend  over  the  whole  face  of 
Europe.  The  league  of  Pilnitz,  however,  in  which  the  emprefs  of  RufTia  is  alfo  to  be 
confidered  as  principally  concerned,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  had  more  extenfive 
views,  and  to  have  involved  projects  ft'ill  more  offenfive,  if  poflible,  to  the  dictates  of 
juftice,  and  to  the  peace  of  Europe.  The  partition  of  France,  as  well  as  of  Poland,  or 
at  leaft  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  territories  of  both,  among  the  confederated  powers, 
and  a  new-modelling  of  the  Germanic  circles,  are  ftrongly  fufpefled  to-have  been  the 
real  principles  upon  which  this  compact  was  founded ''. 

The 

"*7  The  following  paper,  which  has  fince  been  made  public,  will  ferve  to  unveil  this  myfteryr 

Partition  Treaty  between  the  courts  in  concert ;   concluded  and  figned  at  Pavia,  in  the  month  of  July  1791. 
"  His  majefty  the  emperor  will  retake  all  that  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  conquered  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands ;  and 
**  uniting  thefe  provinces  to  the  faid  Netherlands,  will  give  them  to  his  ferene  highnefs  the  eleftor  palatine,  fo  that 
"  thefe  new  poffefiions,  added  to  the  palatinate,  may  hereafter  have  the  name  of  Auftrafia. 

"  His  majefty  the  emperor  will  preferve,  for  ever,  the  property  and  pofiefiion  of  Bavaria,  to  make  in  future  an 
"  indivifible  mafs  with  the  domains  and  hereditary  pofiefiions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

"  Her  ferene  highnefs  the  archduchefs  Maria-Chriftina  fhall  be,  conjointly  with  his  ferene  highnefs,  her 
'*  nephew,  the  archduke  Charles,  put  into  hereditary  pofiefiion  of  the  duchy  of  Lorraine. 

"  Alface  (hall  be  reftored  to  the  empire;  and  the  bifhop  of  Strafburgh,  as  well  as  the  chapter,  fhall  recover  their 
"  ancient  privileges;  and  the  ecclefiaftical  fovereigns  of  Germany  fhall  do  the  fame. 

"  If  the  Swifs  cantons  confent  and  accede  to  the  coalition,  it  may  be  propofed  to  them  to  annex  to  the  Helvetic 
"  league  the  bifhoprick.  of  Porentrui,  the  defiles  of  Franche-Compre,  and  even  thofe  of  Tyrol,  with  the  neighbour- 
**  ing  bailiwicks,  as  well  as  the  territory  of  Verfoy,  which  interfedts  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 

"  Should  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sardinia  fubferibe  to  the  coalition,  la  BrelTe,  le  Pugey,  and  the  Pays  de  Gex, 
"  ufurped  by  France  from  Savoy,  fliall  be  reftored  to  him. 

u  In  cafe  his  Sardinian  majefty  can  make  a  grand  diverfion,  he  fhall  be  fuffered  to  take  Dauphiny,  to  belong  to 
*'  him  for  ever,  as  the  neareft  defcendant  of  the  ancient  dauphins. 

"  His  ircjefty  the  king  of  Spain  (hall  have  F.oufiillon  and  Beam,  with  the  ifland  of  Corfica ;  and  he  fhall  take 
"  f  ofTeifion  of  the  French  part  of  Saint  Domingo. 

"  Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Rufiias  fhall  take  upon  herfelf  the  invafion  of  Pcland,  and,  at  the  fame 
*'  time,  retain  Kaminieck,  with  that  part  of  Padolia  which  borders  on  Moldavia. 

«*  His  majefty  the  emperor  fhall  oblige  the  Porte  to  give  up  Choczim,  as  well  as  the  fmall  forti  of  Servia,  and 
^  lhafe  00  the  river  Lurna.. 

"His 
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The  convention  of  Pilnitz  was  not  unknown  in  France,  though  the  full  extent  of 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  treaty  was  but  imperfectly  underftood.  It  was  impcd;- 
ble  then,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  it  could  be  known,  that  a  conceit  ot  princes  was 
formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  invading  the  country,  of  overturning  the  conftitution, 
of  re-efiabliihing  defpotic  authority,  and  that  the  minds  of  the  people  fhould  not  be 
agitated  with  fears  and  with  fufpicions.  It  wns  next  to  impofflble,  that  a  part  of  thefe 
fufpicions  fhould  not  fall  upon  the  court.  The  queen,  in  particular,  had  never  been 
popular,  and,  even  fince  the  Revolution,  candour  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that,  upon  the 
beft  enquiry,  we  do  not  find  her  conduct  to  have  been  guarded  with  that  ftrictnefs  of 
prudence  and  referve  which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  required.  The  fatal  flight  of 
the  king  could  not  be  eradicated  from  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  republican  party, 
and  the  enemies  of  order  and  government,  eagerly  took  advantage  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances ;  the  atrocity  of  the  monarchical  combination  was  magnified,  and  the  whole  was 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  court  and  of  the  king. 

The  diftra&ed  ftate  of  the  public  mind  was  manifefted  in  the  Aflembly  even  fo  early 
as  in  the  evening  feffion  of  the  eighth  of  O£to6ter,  when  the  minifters  were  introduced 
into  the  Afiembly  to  render  an  account  of  their  proceedings.  On  M.  Montmorin  being 
queftioned  with  refpect  to  the  intercourfe  maintained  with  foreign  powers,  he  replied* 
that  the  intercourfe  with  other  nations  had  ceafed  during  the  fufpenfion  of  the  royal  au- 
thority, and  had  only  rc-commenced  with  the  king's  acceptance  of  the  conftitution.  "  I 
"  move," — faid  M.  Lacroix,  with  that  impetuofity^which  diftinguifhes-  the  nation — 
*'  that  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  be  obliged  to  arifwer  more  pointedly.  However 
"  the  royal  functions  may  have  been  fufpended,  have  we  ceafed  to  maintain  ambafladers 
««  at  thefe  courts  ?  Thefe  ambafladors  muft  have  been  acquainted  with  whatever  occurs 
"  at  their  refpedtive  courts,  and  they  ought  to  have  informed  the  minifter. — "  It  is  this 
"  correfpondence" — added  he — "  which  I  wifti  to  be  laid  open."  After  fome  alterca- 
tion, a  feries  of  interrogatories  was  put  to  M.  Montmorin,  and  the  fubftance  of  his  re» 

"  His  mr.jefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned  invafion  of  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffiar. 
44  into  Poland,  fhall  make  an  acquiiition  of  Thorn  and  Dantzic,  and  there  unite  the  palatinate  on  the  eaft  to  the 
••  confines  of  Silefia. 

44  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  mail  befides  acquire  Lnface,  and  hisferene  highnefs  the  elector  of  Saxony  fhalt 
*  in  exchange  receive  the  reft  of  Poland,  and  occupy  the  throne  as  hereditary  fovereign. 

44  His  majefty  the  prefent  king  of  Poland  fhall  abdicate  the  throne,  on  receiving  a  fuitable  annuity. 
44  His  royal  highnefs  the  elector  of  Saxony  fhall  give  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  his  ferene  highnefs,  the  young- 
44  eft  fon  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  grand  duke  of  all  the  Ruffias,  who  will  be  the  father  of  the  hereditary  kings  of 
u  Poland  and  Lithuania. 

(Signed)  "  Leopold, 

14  Prince  Nassau, 

44  Count  Florida  Blancaj 

"  BiSCHOfFSWERDER," 
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plies  went  to  cftahlifli  his  former  proportion,  that  the  intcrcourfe  with  foreign  courts 
having  cenfed  for  a  time,  lie  had  nothing  official  or  fatisfadlory  to  produce  on  that  fubje£t ; 
that  the  correfpo-.ulence  alluded  to  contained  nothing  but  vague  and  unfupported' ru- 
mours, which  it  would  be  even  dangerous  to  reveal  ;  and  that  when  any  thing  of  cer- 
tainty occurred,  he  would  not  fail  to  communicate  it. 

The  fubjecT:  was  renewed  on  the  fucceeding  day  ;  and  a  decree  was  paffed,  ordering 
that  the  miniftcis  fhould  be  obliged  to  inform  the  Affembly  concerning  the  flate  and 
nr.ns  of  the  national  guards  deflined  for  the  frontiers  ;  concerning  the  motives  for  retard- 
ing the  national  Gendarmerie;  concerning  the  neglect  in  replacing  thofe  officers  in  the 
troops  of  the  line  who  had  deferted  their  corps;  concerning  the  delay  in  fending  arms  to 
the  departments  of  the-Haut-Loire,  the  Haut-Vienne,  the  Haut-Rhin,  &c;  concerning 
the  flownefs  of  the  recruiting  fervice,  the  want  of  provifions  in  the  frontier  places,  and 
the  neglect  in  providing  arms,  &c.  On  the  eleventh,  the  minifter  at  war  read  a  long 
memoir e  on  the  actual  ftate  of  his  department  ;  and  he  cleared  up  the  doubtful  points  fo 
much  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  Affembly,  that  his  memoire  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  emigrants  ftill  continued  to  affemble  in  confiderable  bodies  upon  the  frontiers, 
and  the  brothers  of  the  king  to  iffue  hoftile  proclamations.  It  became  necefTary,  there- 
fore, to  purfue  more  vigorous  meafures,  and  to  take  fome  immediate  fteps  to  repel  the  ap- 
proaching danger.  The  firft  meafure  which  the  Affembly  thought  proper  to  employ  on 
this  occafion  refpected  the  right  of  Monfieur  to  the  regency,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the 
king ;  and,  after  fome  deliberation,  the  Affembly  paffed  a  decree  nearly  in  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

"  The  National  Affembly,  confidering  that  Louis  Staniflaus  Xavier,  French  prince, 
«  being  the  next  in  fucceffion  to  the  regency,  is  abfent  from  the  kingdom — In  virtue  of 
"  an  article  in  the  fecond  fection  of  the  French  conftitution,  decrees,  that  the  faid  Louis 
*«  Staniflaus  Xavier,  French  prince,  is  required  to  return  to  the  kingdom  within  the 
"  fpaceof  two  months  from  the  day  in  which  the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body 
«'  fliall  have  been  publiflied  in  Paris. 

"  In  cafe  the  faid  Louis  Staniflaus  Xavier,  French  prince,  fhall  fail  to  return  to  the 
"  kingdom  within  the  period  above  fignified,  he  fhall  then  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited 
"  his  right  to  the  regency,  in  virtue  of  the  fecond  article  of  the  conftitutional  a£t.  The 
"  Affembly  further  decrees,  that,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  the  thirtieth  of  this 
"  month  (October),  a  proclamation  to  this  effect  fhall  be  printed,  affixed,  and  publiflied, 
«'  within  three  days,  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  that  the  executive  power  fliall  notify  the 
"  fame  to  the  Affembly  within  the  three  following  days." 

On 
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On  the  ninth  of  November,  a  decree  was  pafTed,  (rating, — "  That  the  French  who 
*'  were  affembled  in  a  hoftile  manner  beyond  the  frontiers,  were  fufp^cted  of  a  confpiracy 
"  againft  their  country. — That  if,  after  the  firft  of  January,  they  fhould  be  found  in 
«'  that  fituation,  they  fhould  be  declared  actually  guilty  of  a  confpiracy,  and  punifhable 
"  with  death. — That  all  the  French  princes  and  public  fun£tion„ir'k  3:  who  fhould  not 
"  return  before  the  firft  of  January,  fhould  be  adjudged  guilty  ot  the  fame  crime. — • 
**  That  the  high  natibnal  court  fhould  immediately  after  that  period  becalied  to  pronounce 
*•  judgment  on  fuch  offenders. — That  fuch  as  fhould  be  convidted  during  their  abfence, 
"  fhould  forfeit  their  eftates  and  property  during  their  own  lives,  but  not  fo  the  preju- 
*«  dice  of  their  children. — That  all  fuch  perfons,  holding  offices,  &c.  fhould  b  :  adjudged 
«*  to  have  forfeited  the  fame  ;  and  all  fuch,  being  officers  in  the  army  or  navy,  fhould  be 
•'  confidered  as  deferters. — All  Frenchmen  who  enlifted  men  to  attack  the  frontiers  were 
*«  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  high  treafon. — No  arms  or  military  ftores  were  to  be  tranf- 
*'  ported  out  of  the  kingdom." 

On  the  day  on  which  this  decree  was  pafTed,  the  public  mind  was  greatly  relieved  by 
the  report  of  M.  Montmorin,  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs. — It  ftated,  at  large,  the 
reafons  which  induced  him  to  hope  for  a  continuance  of  the  general  tranquillity,  and 
contained  the  anfwers  of  the  feveral  courts  to  the  general  notification  from  the  king,  of 
his  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitution.  The  replies  from  even  the  moft  hoftile  of  the 
combined  powers  were  in  flattering  terms ;  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  parti- 
cular gave  the  mofr.  lavifli  affurances  of  their  amicable  intentions;  and  the  elector  of 
Mentz  alone  had  the  honefty  to  avow  his  difapprobation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  France. 

The  minifter  next  ftated  the  meafures  taken  by  the  king,  with  refpecT:  to  the  coun- 
tenance given  to  the  emigrants  by  foreign  powers.  The  Auftrian  Netherlands  princi- 
pally attracted  attention  ;  and,  on  application  to  the  emperor,  the  moft  peremptory  or- 
ders, he  faid,  had  been  given,  to  prevent  them  from  collecting  in  too  great  numbers  in  any 
one  place,  from  appearing  in  military  array,  or  being  fupplied  with  any  of  the  imple- 
ments of  war. 

This  decree  was  immediately  followed  by  another,  ordering  the  vacancies  in- the  army 
to  be  filled  up  without  farther  lofs  of  time.  Supplies  were  voted  for  putting  the  king- 
dom in  a  refpe&able  pofture  of  defence  ;  and  fome  regulations  were  adopted  concerning: 
the  military  fchools,  and  the  organization  of  the  army.  The  party  difaffei5>ed  to  the  new 
conftitution  were  furnifhed  with  frefh  matter  for  murmur  and  complaint  by  the  refufal  of 
the  king  to  fahdtion  the  decree  of  the  ninth  of  November  againft  the  emigrants.  The 
moderate  party  exulted  in  this  teftimony  of  conftitutional  freedom  exhibited  by  the 
monarch,  and  confidered  it  as  a  proof  that  he  intended  to  govern  ftridtly  agreeably  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution.  A  king,  they  obferved,  who  was  not  fmcere  in  his  at- 
tachment to  the  new  order  of  things,    would  have  borne  the  mafk  of  diffimulation 
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through  the  whole  of  his  conduct  ;  fuch  a  one  would  not  have  hazarded  an  unpopular 
ftep,  but  would  have  oftcnfibly  joined  in  the  moft  violent  meafures,  in  the  hope  that  they 
could  not  long  endure,  and  that  the  machinations  of  the  enemies  of  freedom  would  foon 
reftore  the  ancient  form  of  government. 

Independent  of  the  factions  which  diftracted  the  councils  and  divided  the  fentiments 
of  the  nation,  the  internal  ftate  of  France  was  far  from  profperous  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1791.  The  public  treafury  was  exhaufted,  and  the  revenue  was  ftill  inadequate  to 
the  expenditure.  The  affignats  ftill  circulated  under  a  confiderable  difcount.  Poverty 
pervaded  the  country  ;  and  the  neglect  of  agriculture  threatened  an  impending  famine. 
Diftreffing  as  was  this  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  mother  country,  that  of  the  colonies  was  ftill 
vvorfe.  The  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo  in  particular  was  ftill  convulfed  by  the  dreadful 
conteft,  in  which  the  inflexibility  of  the  white  inhabitants,  ia  refufmg  the  juft  de- 
mands of  the  people  of  colour,  had  involved  the  ifland.  The  negro  flaves,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  anarchy  which  enfued  from  this  unfortunate  conflict,  embraced  eagerly  the 
opportunity  to  emancipate  themfelves.  In  the  northern  diftrict,  not  lefs  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  revolted.  More  than  two  hundred  plantations  were  entirely  burnt ;  the  mafters 
were  maffacred ;  and  if  the  women  were  fpared,  it  was  to  endure  a  captivity  worfe  than 
.death.  The  fhips  that  were  anchored  off  the  ifland  afforded  the  only  afylum  to  which 
the  unhappy  fugitives  could  refort,  while  fire  and  devaluation  every  where  marked  the 
path  of  the  victorious  rebels.  Such  was  the  reprefentation  of  the  colonial  affembly  :  on 
the  thirtieth  of  October  the  minifter  of  marine  announced  to  the  National  Affemhly,  that 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  troops  of  the  line  had  been  fent  thither,  and  this  embarkation 
was  immediately  followed  by  that  of  fix  hundred  more.  Ten  millions  three  hundred  and 
feventy  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  livres  were  voted  as  a  fupply  for  thefe  expedi- 
tions; and  thefe  public  efforts  were  nobly  feconded  by  the  patriotic  offers  of  an  indivi- 
dual. M.  Mofneron  of  Nantz,  on  the  third  of  November,  made  a  fpontaneous  propofal 
to  the  National  Affembly  to  equip  a  veflel  entirely  new,  and  to  tranfport,  at  his  own 
expence,  a  body  of  four  hundred  men  to  aflift  in  reftoring  peace  to  the  diftracted  colonies. 
The  Affembly,  at  the  time  they  accepted  the  offer  of  M.  Mofneron,  paffed  a  decree  of 
thanks  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  Englifh  nation,  and  to  lord  Effingham,  the 
governor  of  Jamaica,  foT  his  generous  conduct  in  relieving  the  planters  of  Saint  Domingo 
from  the  horrors  of  famine,  and  in  furnifhing  them  with  arms  and  military  ftores  againft 
•the  rebel  negroes. 

No  meafure  has  drawn  more  odium  upon  the  legislative  affembly,  and  none  has  excited 
more  the  indignation  of  other  nations,  than  that  fevere  decree  which  baniflied  forever  from 
iheir  country,  on  pain  of  death,  the  non-juring  clergy.  Much  as  we  deplore  the  harfh- 
nefs  of  the  meafure  ;  much  as  we  fympathize  in  the  fufferings  of  that  body;  innocent 
and  refpectahle  as  we  believe  a  confiderable  portion  of  them  to  have  been;  ftill  juftice 
obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this  meafure,  harfh  as  it  was,  appeared  only  a  neceffary  confe- 
rence of  thofe  which  had  preceded  it.     It  was  the  rafh  and  impolitic  proceeding  of  the 
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conftituent  aflembly,  in  haftily  confiscating  the  property  of  the  church,  that  unfortu- 
nately implanted  the  feeds  of  difcord  between  the  religion  and  the  legiflature  of  the 
country.  The  enlightened  part  of  the  community  might  fee  the  error  with  regret,  but 
they  favv  it  only  when  it  was  too  late  to  rectify  ic. 

The  firft  ftep  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  againfl  the  refractory  priefts,  was  however  lefs 
violent  in  appearance,  though  in  reality  it  was  fraught  with  feverity.  On  the  eighteenth 
of  November  a  feries  of  refolutions  were  pafTed,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  pen- 
fions  of  the  ejected  clergy,  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  conftituent  aflembly,  fhould 
be  withdrawn  from  all  fuch  as  ftill  refufed  the  civic  oath.  That  wherever  any  troubles 
were  found  to  exift,  of  which  religion  was  the  caufeor  the  pretext,  the  municipal  officers 
fhould  have  liberty  to  remove  from  the  neighbourhood  fuch  of  the  non-juring  clergy  as 
might  be  fufpected  of  fomenting  or  favouring  fuch  feditions,  that  in  cafe  of  difobedience 
to  the  directory  of  the  department,  they  might  be  profecuted  before  the  tribunals,  and  im- 
pnfoned  ;  and  that  thofe  who  fhall  be  convicted  of  actual  fedition  fhould  be  liable  to  two 
years  imprifonment.  To  thefe  decrees,  after  fome  delay,  the  king,  from  the  moil,  humane 
and  confeientious  motives,  oppofed  his  veto,  and  thus  unfortunately  increafed  the  clamour 
which  was  infidioufly  excited  againft  him  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  emigrants  continuing  their  enrolments  in  the  circles  of  the  upper  and  lower 
Rhine  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  the  Aflembly  decreed,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Novem- 
ber, that  a  deputation  of  twenty-four  of  its  members  fhould  wait  upon  the  king,  to  com- 
municate to  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Aflembly,  its  folicitude  concerning  the  dangers  which 
menaced  the  country  from  the  perfidious  combinations  of  armed  emigrants,  affembled 
without  the  kingdom,  and  the  fatal  internal  confpiracies  which  they  apprehended  might 
threaten  its  domeftic  peace ;  to  entreat  him  to  require  the  elector  of  Treves,  of  May- 
ence,  and  the  other  princes  of  the  empire,  to  iflue  a  prohibition  to  thole  hoftile  prepa- 
rations and  enrolments,  which  were  openly  carried  on  by  the  emigrants  on  the  frontiers  ; 
and  to  requeft  that  he  would  embody  a  force  fufficient  to  compel  them,  in  cafe  of  a 
refufal. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December  the  king  repaired  in  perfon  to  the  National  Aflembly ; 
he  acquainted  them,  that  he  had  taken  their  meffage  into  deep  confideration,  and  that  on 
fo  important  an  occafion  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  himfelf  the  bearer  of  the  anfwer. 
He  obferved,  that  he  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the  circumftances  of  the  nation  re- 
quired great  circumfpection.  He  affured  them  that  he  had  done  every  thing  to  recall  the 
emigrants  to  thebofom  of  their  country,  and  to  perfuade  them  to  fubmit  to  the  new  laws. 
He  had  employed  both  amicable  intimations,  and  caufed  formal  requisitions  to  be  made, 
to  divert  the  neighbouring  princes  from  giving  them  a  fupport,  calculated  to  flatter  their 
hopes,  and  encourage  them  in  their  rafh  defigns. 

4  D  He 


5J2  REIGN     OP  [«79I. 

He  obferved,  that  the  emperor  had  done  all  that  could  be  expeclc'd  from  a  faithful  ally, 
by  forbidding  and  difpcrfing  all  affemblages  within  his  Hates.  His  meafures  at  other 
courts,  he  faid,  had  not  been  equally  fuccefsful,  and  unaccommodating  anfwers  had  been 
given  to  his  jufl  requifitions.  Thefe  unjuft  refufals,  he  obferved,  called  for  refolutions 
of  another  kind.  As  the  reprefentative  of  the  people,  he  felt  for  their  injuries. — In  con- 
ftquence,,he  had  caufed  a  declaration  to  be  made  to  the  elector  of  Treves,  that  if  before 
the  fifteenth  of  January  he  did  not  put  a  flop  within  his  dates  to  all  hoftile  difpofitions  ou 
the  part  of  the  emigrants,  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  confider  him  as  the  enemy  of  France. 
The  king  added,  that  he  (hould  order  fimilar  declarations  to  all  whofavoured  afll-mblages 
which  might  menace  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  To  enable  the  nation,  however,  to  pre- 
pare for  that  war  in  which  they  might  find  it  neceffary,  after  all  thefe  precautions,  reluc- 
tantly to  engage,  the  king  advifed  an  attention  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the  ftriffc 
obfervance  of  peace  and  unanimity. — He  modeftly  alluded  to  the  violence  of  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  furround  with  difgufts  the  exercife  of  that  authority  which  was  entrufted 
to  him — pledged  himfelf  faithfully  to  preferve  the  depofit  of  tlje  conflitution,  and  to  fhew 
to  all  mankind  that  he  telt  how  truly  glorious  it  was  to  be  the  king  of  a  free  people. 

But  however  fincere  the  king  might  be  in  his  declarations,  he  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  filence  the  voice  of  faction.     The  republican  party  in  particular  did  not  fail  to  take 
every  advantage  which  the  fears  and  fufpicions  of  the  people  afforded,  to  excite  their  de- 
teftation  of  the  court,   and  of  the  little  remains  of  the  ariftocratic  faction  which  exifted 
in  the  kingdom.     The  negative  which  the  king  had  unfortunately  affixed  to  the  decree 
againft  the  emigrants,  and  histardinefs  in  fan&ioning  that  refpecTing  the  non-juring  cler- 
gy, afforded  the  difaffe£red  and  defigning  a  pretext  to  work  on  the  pailions  of  the  multi- 
tude.    AddrefTes  crowded  in   from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  abounding  in  commenda- 
tions of  the  National  Aflembly,  and  indicating  their  diflatisfa&ion  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  king  and  his  minifters.     Moll  of  thefe  addrefTes  were  entered  on  the  journals  of  the 
Aflembly,  and  were  feconded  by  inflammatory  fpeeches  from  the  more  violent  members. 
M.  Montmorin,  unable  to  withftand  the  florm  of  popular  violence,  refigned;  M.  De- 
leffart  was  nominated  to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs ;  and  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville 
to  that  of  the  interior.     In  the  beginning  of  December,  alfo,  M.  du  Portail  was  difmiff- 
ed  from  his  office  as  minifter  of  war,  and  M.  Narbonne  appointed   in  his  room.     The 
hafty  difmiffion  and    impeachment    of  minifters,  in  confequence  of  inflammatory  ha- 
rangues from  popular  orators,  and  without  any  hearing  or  invefligation,  may  be  account- 
ed among  the  principal  caufes  of  the  calamities  of  France.     The  rapid  fuccefiion  of 
minifters  allowed  them  no  time  to  remedy  abufes,  or  to  make  the  neceffary  arrangements 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  ;    the  fear  of  impeachment  rendered  them  cautious  and 
timid,  and  directed  their  attention  rather  to  the  arts  of  acquiring  popularity,  than  to  the 
performance  of  their  duty  ;  rather  to  intriguing  with  the  defpicable  journalifts,  who  go- 
verned the  mob  of  Paris,  than  to  the  actual  fervice  of  their  king  and  country. 
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The  mayoralty  of  M.  Bailly  terminated  in  the  month  of  November — La  Fayette  ap- 
peared as  a  candidate  to  fucceed  him  : — he  was,  however,  oppofed  by  a  violent  Jacobin 
and  a  declared  republican,  M.  Petion.  It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  ftate  the  iffue  of  the 
conteft,  and  to  add  that  M.  Petion  was  elected  mayor  of  Paris  by  a  great  majority. 
Experience  had  evinced  the  increafing  credit  and  power  of  the  Jacobins ;  and  it  was  evi- 
dent that,  by  gaining  an  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  populace,  that  fociety  was 
enabled  to  controul  even  the  Affembly  itfelf ;  as  the  only  means  of  averting  the  dread- 
ful confequences  with  which  the  nation  was  threatened  by  the  disorganizing  principles 
avowed  by  the  leaders  of  that  club*8:  the  friends  of  the  conftitution  and  of  the  monarch 
endeavoured  to  counteract  its  influence,  by  a  new  inftitution  of  a  fimilar  kind  *9,  but  pro. 
felling  principles  more  moderate,  and  confequently  more  calculated  to  prefei  ve  the  tran- 
quillity and  happinefs  of  the  nation. 

The  republican  party  and  the  Jacobins  could  not  behold  this  new  affociation  without 
fecret  difquiet.  It  was  evidently  formed  to  difconcert  their  confpiracies,  and  to  open  the 
eyes  of  the  public  to  their  true  intereft.  As  they  defpaired  of  vanquishing  it  by  the 
force  of  reafon  and  truth,  they  determined  to  employ  that  blind  and  defperate  inftrument* 
the  fole  guidance  of  which  they  had  long  been  labouring  to  acquire.  The  firft  alarm 
was  on  the  twenty-firft  of  December,  when  a  large  body  of  ruffians,  armed  with  clubs, 


18  The  Jacobin  club  originated  from  a  (mail  and  fecret  aflociation  of  about  forty  gentlemen  and  men  of  letters, 
who  united  themfelves,  long  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  States-General,  for  the  purpofe  of  diffeminating  politi- 
cal knowledge  among  the  mafs  of  the  people.  It  was  afterwards  blended  with  the  Breton  club,  at  Verfailles,  during 
the  firft  fefiions  of  the  National  Affembly ;  and  the  fociety  becoming  numerous,  on  the  removal  of  the  king  and 
the  Affembly  to  Paris,  it  obtained  poffeffion  of  the  chapel  of  th«  Jacobins,  on  the  diffolution  of  the  monaftic  orders. 
The  popularity  which  it  acquired  foon  rendered  it  exceedingly  numerous,  and  this  cirumftance  pointed  it  out  as  a 
proper  engine  to  work  upon  the  paffions  of  the  multitude.  From  a  very  early  period  of  its  inftitution,  one  princi- 
pal object  was  to  difcufs  fuch  political  queftions  as  were  likely  to  be  agit.'.ted  in  the  National  Affembly,  in  order 
that  the  members  might  a£t  in  concert,  according  to  the  decifions  of  the  majority.  This  plan  was  reduced  to  a 
fyftem,  when  the  club  became  numerous,  and  a  regular  prefident  and  fecretaries  were  chofen,  and  it  became  a  Na- 
tional Affembly  in  miniature.  Befides  the  members  an  immenfe  number  of  auditors  were  admitted  into  the  gal- 
leries, who  applauded  or  condemned  the  fpeakers  as  pafiion  or  caprice  dictated.  Here  inflammatory  declamations 
were  heard  with  the  moft  clamorous  teftimonies  of  approbation,  and  every  propofition  in  the  leaft  inclining  to  mo- 
deration of  fentiment,  or  wifdom  in  political  conduct,  was  reprobated  and  condemned.  In  a  few  words,  it  became 
ultimately  the  mere  vehicle  of  faition,  where,  as  is  ufualiy  the  cafe  in  fuch  inftances,  the  word  men  and  the  worft 
meafures  were  commonly  triumphant.  Yratpnal  focieties  (according  to  the  barbarous  jargon,  which  was  adopted  as 
the  language  of  anarchy)  were  inftituted  in  all  the  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  only  object  of 
emulation  in  thefe  nefts  of  political  hornets  feemed  to  be,  which  fliould  act  moft  unwifely  and  leaft  for  the  pub- 
lic  benefit. 

*9  This  fociety  (the  Feuillans)  received  its  name,  as  well  as  the  Jacobin  club,  from  the  place  of  its  meeting.  It 
was  compofed  of  the  moft  active  and  moft  refpeitable  members  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  among  whom  ivei'c 
M.  M.  d' Andre,  Barnave,  the  Lameths,  Du  Port,  Rabaud,  Sieves,  Chapelier,  Thouret,  I.atord,  Taleyrand,  Moh- 
tefquieu,  Beaumetz,  &c.;  to  thefe  may  be  added  two  hundred  and  fixcy-fix  members  of  the  exifting  Afftsnblv,  &  . 
abouteight  hundred  and  eighty  other  resectable  citizens. 
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clubs,  forced  themfeives  into  the  hall  of  the  Fcuillans ;  they  commenced  with  dirett 
threats  to  feveral  of  the  members,  with  interrupting  all  difcuflion,  and,  at  length,  open- 
ly acknowledged  that  they  were  fent  thither  to  effect  the  diffblution  of  the  fociety. 

A  riot  of  a  ftill  more  ferious  nature  was  threatened  on  the  twenty-third,  and  M.  Cha- 
ron, the  prefident,  wrote  to  the  mayor,  to  requeft  that  a  commiflaire  de  police  might  be 
ordered  to  attend  the  meeting,  for  the  purpofeof  preferving  the  peace  ;  but  M.  Petion, 
who  was  indebted  for  his  own  elevation  to  the  Jacobin  club,  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be 
extremely  interefted  in  favour  of  its  rival,  excufed  himfelf,  by  faying  that  he  could  not 
command  the  attendance  of  a  commiflaire,  but  that  he  would  take  every  precaution  in 
his  power.  At  the  inftance  of  the  commander  of  the  national  guard,  however,  M. 
Petion  wrote  to  the  commiflaire  de  police,  and  requefted  his  attendance.  As  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fociety  came  armed  as  well  as  the  rioters,  a  tumult  of  a  very  fanguinary  na- 
ture was  expected  ;  but  happily,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  municipal  officer,  a  maflacre 
was  prevented  The  rioters  imperiously  infilled  on  the  diflblution  of  the  club  ;  and  this, 
by  the  other  party,  was  contemptuoufly  refufed.  On  the  exhortation  of  the  peace  offi- 
cer, however,  to  feparate  and  depart  from  the  fcene  of  altercation,  the  fociety  afforded 
the  firft  example  of  moderation,  by  quitting  its  hall,  and  leaving  their  property  to  the 
difcretion  of  their  opponents. 

The  majority  of  the  AfTembly  had,  from  thefe  circumftances,  an  immediate  opportu- 
nity of  manifefting  its  difpofition  towards  the  new  institution.  The  vicinity  of  their 
place  of  meeting  to  that  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  the  various  committees,  afforded  M. 
Merlin,  and  others  of  the  Jacobin  faction,  a  ready  excufe  for  infilling  on  their  removal ; 
and  a  motion  being  made  to  that  effect,  it  was  unanimouflv  decreed.  Thus  was  victory 
at  once  declared  in  favour  of  the  Jacobins.  The  constitutional  party,  indeed,  were  too 
late  in  their  adoption  of  active  meafures.  Their  more  diligent  adverfaries  had  already 
obtained  poffeflion  of  the  public  mind,  and  they  entered  the  field  only  when  the  conteft 
was  virtually  decided.  , 

Thefe  tranfaCYions  afford  a  tolerable  accurate  picture  of  the  ftate  of  parties  in  France, 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1 791 .  Its  fituation,  with  refpect  to  foreign  powers,  be- 
came every  day  more  and  more  critical.  The  conduct  of  Leopold  was  a  Angular  tiflue 
of  inconfiftency  and  deception.  He  pretended  formally  to  revoke  the  circular  of  Pavia, 
in  confequence  of  the  king's  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  and  yet  exhorted  the  powers 
of  Europe  not  to  defift  from  the  meafures  concerted  between  them,  but  to  continue  vi- 
gilant, and  to  declare  that  their  coalition  had  ftill  an  exiftence.  This  declaration  was 
followed  by  a  letter  to  the  king  of  France,  reviving  the  claims  of  the  Imperial  vaflals  in 
Alface  and  Lorraine ;  infilling  that  no  compenfation  could  be  accepted,  but  that  mat?- 
ters  fhould  be  reftored  in  every  refpeCt  to  their  ancient  fituation  ;  and  acquainting  the 
king,  that  the  emperor  conceived  himfelf  not  only  bound  to  interpofe  by  folemn  protef- 
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tation,    "  but  alfo  to  give  to  the  injured  all  the  aid  which   the  dignity  of  the  Imperial 
*'  court,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  prefent  conftitution,  required." 

While  fuch  were  the  pretences  of  Leopold,  it  appeared  that  the  German  princes,  in 
general,  were  more  than  fatisfied  with  the  mode  of  compenfation  propofed  by  the 
French.  The  prince  of  Loweftein  readily  accepted  of  an  indemnification,  and  the 
prince  of  Hohenloe,  and  the  prince  of  Salm-Salm,  declared  themfelves  equally  ready  to 
treat  upon  the  fame  terms.  The  dukes  of  Wirtcmberg  and  Deux  Ponts,  as  well  as 
prince  Maximilian,  freely  negociated,  and  only  required,  what  in  itfelf  was  no  more  than 
perfectly  reafonable,  the  reimburfement  of  their  revenues  on  the  feudal  rights  in  queftion, 
from  the  fourth  of  Auguft  1789. 

Thedefigns  of  Leopold  gradually  unfolded.  The  declaration  to  the  European  pow- 
ers, the  fubftance  of  which  is  given  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  was  dated  the  tenth  ot 
November,  the  letter  to  the  king  the  third  of  December  ;  and  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the. 
lame  month  the  following  official  notice  was  delivered  to  the  French  minifler  at  Vienna, 
in  anfwer  to  the  French  king's  notification  to  the  elector  of  Treves. 

"  Prince  Kaunitz  Rietbergh,  the  chancellor  of  the  court  and  ftate,  having  prefented 
*'  to  the  emperor  the  official  communication  made  by  the  French  ambaffador,  he  has  been. 
*'  authorized  to  exprefs,  in  return  to  the  faid  ambaffador,  an  anfwer  with  that  entire  free- 
*'  dom  which  his  Imperial  majefly  thinks  it  his  duty  to  obferve  on  all  objects  relative  to 
**  the  important  crifis  in  which  the  kingdom  of  France  is.  The  chancellor  has,  in  con- 
**  fequence,  the  honour  to  communicate,  on  his  fide,  that  the  elector  of  Treves  has  alfo 
««  fent  to  the  emperor  a  note,  which  the  minifler  of  France  was  charged  to  prefent  him  at 
«'  Coblentz,  as  likewife  the  anfwer  which  the  elector  gave  to  the  faid  note  ;  that  this 
*«  prince,  at  the  fame  time,  had  made  known  to  his  Imperial  majefty,  that  he  had  adopted, 
*<  refpecting  the  affembling  and  arming  of  the  French  refugees  and  emigrants,  with  re- 
K*  gard  to  the  furnifhing  them  with  arms  and  warlike  ammunition,  the  fame  principles 
*'  and  regulations  as  had  been  put  in  force  in  the  AuftrianLow  Countries.  But  that  dif- 
«'  contents  began  to  fpread  between  his  fubjects  and  thofe  in  the  environs  ;  that  the 
*•  tranquillity  of  his  frontiers  and  ftates  were  likely  to  be  troubled  by  incurfions  and 
«'  violences,  notwithstanding  this  wife  ineafure  ;  and  that  the  elector  claimed  the  affifU 
•■*  ance  of  the  emperor,  in  cafe  the  event  realized  his  fears. 

"That  the  emperor  is  perfectly  tranquil  on  the  juft  and  moderate  intentions  of  the 
"  Moft  Chrifiian  king,  and  not  lefs  convinced  of  the  great  intereft  which  the  French  gor- 
"  vernment  has  in  preventing  foreign  fovereign  princes  from  being  provoked  to  act 
«'  againft  them  by  force  of  arms  ;  but  daily  experience  fhews,  that  there  does  not  appear 
«'  principles  of  liability  and  moderation  enough  in  France,  in  the  fubordination  of  hec 
*'  powers,  and  efpecially  in  the  provinces  agd  municipalities,  to  prevent  the  apprehenfions 

"  that) 
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"•  that  the  force  of  arms  mult  be  exercifed,  in  fpite  of  the  king's  intentions,  and  in  fpite 
•'  of  the  dangers  of  the  confequences. 

♦;  His  Imperial  majefty,  ncceflitated,  as  well  by  his  friendship  for  the  elector  of  Treves, 
"  as  by  the  confideration  he  owes  to  the  intereft  of  Germany  as  a  co-eftate,  and  to  his 
"  own  intereft  as  a  neighbour,  has  enjoined  marfhal  de  Bender,  commandant-general  of 
«*  the  troops  in  the  Pays  Bas,  to  march  to  the  ftates  of  his  Electoral  highnefs  fpeedv 
*'  and  efficacious  fuccours,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  attacked  with  hoftile  incurlions,  or  even 
'•  imminently  menaced  with  fuch. 

"  The  emperor  is  too  fincerely  attached  to  his  Chriftian  majefty,  and  takes  too  great 
*'  a  part  in  the  well-being  of  France,  and  the  general  repofe,  not  to  defire  ardently  the 
*'  prevention  of  this  extremity,  and  the  infallible  confequences  which  it  will  produce,  as 
"  well  on  the  part  of  the  chief  and  the  ftates  of  the  German  empire,  as  of  other  fove- 
«•  reigns,  who  have  united  in  concert  to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity,  and  for  the 
*'  faf^ty  and  honour  of  crowns  ;  and  it  is  in  confequence  of  this  latter  that  the  chancel- 
*'  lor  prince  Kaunitz  is  ordered  to  be  open  and  unreferved  to  the  ambafTadorof  France, 
*'  to  whom  he  has  the  honour  of  repeating  his  affurancesof  having  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
*'  ed  confideration." 

This  notice  was  tranfmitted  by  the  king  to  the  Aflembly,  enclofed  in  the  following 
letter,  dated  the  thirty-  firft  of  December. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  caufed  the  minifter  for  foreign  afFairs  to  communicate  to  you 
**  the  official  notice  which  the  emperor  has  caufed  to  be  delivered  to  the  ambaffador  from 
*'  France  at  Vienna.  This  notice,  1  mult  fay,  has  caufed  me  the  greateft  aftonifhment. 
*'  I  had  a  right  to  reckon  on  the  fentiments  of  the  emperor,  and  of  his  defire  of  preferv- 
<c  ing  with  France  the  good  intelligence  and  all  the  connections  that  ought  to  fubfift  be- 
*'  tween  two  allies.  I  cannot  yet  think  that  his  difpofitions  are  changed  :  I  wifh  to  per- 
"  fuade  myfelf  that  he  has  been  deceived  refpecTmg  the  true  ftate  of  facts;  that  he  has 
"  fuppofed  that  the  elector  of  Treves  had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  juftice  and  good  neigh- 
**  bourhood ;  and  that,  neverthelefs,  this  prince  had  caufe  to  fear  that  his  ftates  might'be 

expofed  to  violences,  or  particular  incurlions. 
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"  In  the  anfw.er  which  I  have  given  to  the  emperor,  I  repeat  to  him,  that  I  have  de- 
*'  manded  nothing  but  what  is  jufl  from  the  elector  of  Treves,  and  nothing  but  what  the 
«'  emperor  himfelf  had  given  an  example  of.  I  remind  him  of  the  care  the  French  na- 
•'  tiontook  immediately  to  prevent  the  afTembliugof  the  Brabanters,  when  they  attempt- 
"  ed  it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Auftrian  Pays  Bas.  Finally,  I  renew  to  him  the 
"  wifh  of  France  for  the  prefervation  of  peace  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  declare,  that  if, 
*■*  after  the  epoch  which!  have  fixed,  the  elector  of  Treves  has  not  really  and  efFectual- 
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**  ly  difperfed  the  affemblnges  which  exift  in  his  dates,  nothing  fhall  prevent  me  from 
44  propofir.g  to  the  National  Aflembly,  as  I  have  already  announced,  to  employ  force  of 
w  arms  to  conftrain  it. 

•'  If  this  declaration  does  not  produce  the  effect  which  I  have  a  right  to  hope  ;  if  the 
44  defiiny  of  France  is,  to  have  to  fight  with  her  children  and  her  allies  ;  I  fhall  make 
"  known  to  Europe  the  juftnefs  of  our  caufe.  The  French  people  will  fupport  it  by 
■**  their  courage  ;  and  the  nation  will  fee  that  I  have  no  intereft  hut  her's  ;  and  that  I 
«'  ihall  ever  maintain  her  dignity  and  her  fafety  as  the  moft  eflential  of  my  duties. 

( Signed)  «•  Louis. 

(Underneath)  ««  Delessart." 

As  the  intentions  of  Leopold  therefore  could  be  no  longer  doubted,  the  preparations 
for  war  were  renewed  with  redoubled  vigour.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  the  king  had 
previoufly  been  requefted  to  confer  on  M.  M.  Rochambeau  and  Luckner  the  dignity  of 
marftials  of  France,  and  M.  La  Fayette  had  proceeded  to  aflume  an  important  command 
on  the  confines  of  Germany.  The  war  minifter,  M.  Narbonne,  made  the  circuit  of  the. 
frontiers,  to  infpecl  perfonally  the  ftate  of  the  army  there.  New  levies  were  immediate- 
ly ordered,  and  the  whole  country  aflumed  the  garb  of  war. 

Though  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  not  deprefTed  by  the  profpecl:  of  impending  hpftj- 
Jities,  ftill,  if  the  ftate  of  the  finances  be  considered,  war  could  not  be  contemplated 
without  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions.  The  extraordinary  refources  had  all  proved 
hitherto  inadequate  to  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt.  On  the  twenty- ninth  of  De- 
cember, twenty  millions  of  livres  were  voted  by  the  AfTembly,  which  the  minifter  at~ 
war  informed  them,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  muft  be  all  appropriated  to  the  deficit  of  1791, 
and  not  to  the  expences  of  1792.  M.  Lafond  on  the  fame  day  prefented  a  general  efti- 
mate10,  from  the  particular  eftimates  of  the  feveral  minifters,  of  the  expences  of  1792  : 
alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  ordinary  ways  and  means  ;  confifting  of  land-tax,  tax  on  perfonal 
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20,000,000 
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property,    patents,    ftamps,    &c.    taken   at    530,000,000.        The    remaining    fum    of 
133,671,000  was  to  be  provided  for  from  the  fund  of  extraordinaries. 

Notwithstanding  previous  appearances,  the  year  1792  opened  with  fair  but  delufive 
omens  to  the  peace  of  Europe  and  the  liberties  of  France.  Leopold  again  wavered  or 
prevaricated.  Unprepared  for  the  attack,  or  confident  that  his  deep  and  finifter  policy 
would  be  fuccefsful  in  amufing  the  Aflembly,  his  language  to  the  French  ministers  at 
Vienna  and  Bruffels  was  contradictory  to  his  former  public  declarations ;  indeed,  contrary 
to  his  a£tual  conduct,  it  was  pacific  and  conciliatory:  thus,  while  a  cordon  of  troops  was 
gradually  forming  on  the  frontier  of  the  Netherlands,  the  folemn  proteftations  of  the 
emperor  aflerted  them  to  be  intended  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  precaution  and  defence. 
M.  de  Sainte  Croix,  who  had  been  difpatched  as  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  elector  of 
Treves,  was  received  by  that  prince  with  the  moft  perfect  cordiality  and  refpect.  The 
emigrants  were  prohibited  from  continuing  their  military  exercifes,  and  the  elector 
pledged  himfelf  by  the  ftrongeft  affurances  to  the  French  minifter,  that  within  eight 
•days  the  hoftile  aflemblages  in  his  dominions  fhould  be  entirely  difperfed.  All  military 
flores,  and  even  ftorfes,  for  the  emigrants  were  prohibited;  and  he  declared,  that  in  every 
refpedt  it  was  his  moft  ardent  wifh  to  maintain  perpetual  peace  and  amity  with  France. 

The  people  willingly  feconded  this  difpofition.  In  many  towns  the  emigrants  were 
ignominioufly  expelled  by  the  populace  ;  and  the  prince  of  Conde  was  compelled  by  the 
magiftrates  of  Worms  to  leave  that  city  for  fear  of  infurreclion.  While  their  enemies 
thus  appeared  to  be  crufhed  or  removed,  the  apprehenfions  of  the  French  for  their  own 
frontier  were  completely  difpelled  by  the  report  of  the  war  minifter  on  his  return  from 
his  tour.  The  fortrefles  were  reprefented  as  being  in  a  moft  refpectable  ftate,  and  the 
-patriotifm  of  the  foldiery  exceeded  every  expectation  that  the  moft  fanguine  friend  of 
his  country  could  form.  The  credit  of  the  paper  currency  experienced  an  immediate 
rife  from  thefe  favourable  appearances ;  and  manufactures  and  agriculture  began  once 
more  to  flourifh.  The  accounts  from  the  colonies  were  lefs  encouraging:  the  dreadful 
revolt  of  the  negroes  at  Cape  Francois  had  indeed  produced  a  temporary  ceflation  of  the 
diflentions  which  exifteJ  between  the  white  inhabitants  of  Saint  Domingo  and  the  peo- 
ple of  colour  ;  and  an  actual  concordat,  or  agreement,  had  been  entered  into  by  the  two 
parties.  The  fuccefTes  of  the  free  inhabitants,  thus  united,  againft  the  revolted  negroes, 
were  brilliant ;  though  every  new  inftance  of  fuccefs  but  added  to  the  calamity  of  indi- 
viduals, as  it  was  a  deftruction  of  property.  It  affords  matter  for  aftonifhment,  that  the 
moft  fevere  calamities  are  frequently  infufficient  to  deftroy  the  force  of  prejudice.  That 
rancorous  fpiiit  which  prevailed  in  the  white  colonifts,  that  contempt  in  which  they  con- 
tinued to  hold  the  people  of  colour,  was  reprefled,  but  not  extinguifhed,  by  the  concor- 
dat. While  the  ratification  of  this  contract  was  ftill  in  agitation,  a  private  quarrel 
ferved  once  more  to  rekindle  the  flames  of  civil  war.  On  the  fixteenth  of  November 
the  fections  of  Port  au  Prince  were  aflembled  for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  the  exe- 
cution 
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cution  of  the  concordat,  and  the  forming  of  a  new  provincial  aflembly,  to  which  the 
people  of  colour  fhould  have  equal  admiflion  with  the  white  inhabitants.  At  the  very- 
moment  in  which  this  important  queftion  was  in  agitation,  a  free  negro  quarrelled  with 
a  white  cannonier.  The  foldier  drew  his  fword  ;  but  the  fuperior  force  of  the  negro 
wrefted  it  from  him,  and  broke  it  in  pieces.  For  this  offence  the  negro  was  apprehend- 
ed; he  was  immediately  tried,  condemned,  and  hanged,  in  oppofition  to  the  moft  urgent 
and  humble  entreaties  of  the  people  of  colour,  who  only  requeued  that  the  execution  of 
the  fentence  might  at  leaft  be  deferred. 

The  confequence  of  this  haft y  and  imprudent  act  was,  that  the  people  of  colour  fired 
on  the  cannoniers;  the  white  colonifts  flew  inftantly  to  arms,  and  the  conteft,was  re- 
newed with  all  its  former  fury.  The  fucceeding  day  the  town  of  Port  au  Prince  was 
fet  on  fire  by  fome  unknown  incendiaries,  and  twenty-eight  iflets,  making  two  fifths  of 
the  whole,  were  totally  confumed.  The  fubfequent  hiftory  of  this  diftra&ed  colony  is 
nothing  but  a  repetition  of  crimes  and  difafters.  The  ifland,  divided  into  three  parties, 
has  continued  a  prey  to  its  inteftine  divifions.  The  revolted  negroes  have  ftill  main- 
tained their  ground.  The  people  of  colour  have  either  remained  undecided  and  inactive, 
or  have  taken  the  part  of  the  infurgents. 

A  decree  of  accufation  of  high-treafon  was  now  pafled  againft  the  brothers  of  the 
king,  the  prince  of  Conde,  M.  Calonne,  and  Mirabeau  the  younger;  and  as,  notwith- 
standing the  profeflions  of  the  emperor,  reports  had  gone  forth  that  a  congrefs  was  to  be 
formed  by  Auftria  and  Pruflla,  for  the  purpofe  of  fubverting,  or  modifying  at  leaft,  the 
French  conftitution,  a  decree  was  paffed  by  the  legiflature,  and  immediately  fancYioned 
by  the  king,  pronouncing  every  Frenchman  infamous,  and  guilty  of  high  treafon,  who 
should,  dire£Uy  or  indirectly,  take  any  part  in  fuch  meafures,  or  who  fhould,  in  any  re- 
fpedt,  unite  with  thofe  whofe  objecT:  was  a  modification  of  the  exifting  conftitution. 

The  principal  misfortune,  however,  that  afflicted  France,  was  the  parties  which  ex- 
ifted  within  its  bofom,  and  which  precipitated  rapidly,  one  after  another,  the  minifters 
from  their  ftations.  M.  Deleflart  was  accufed,  and  M.  Bertrand  declared,  by  a  vote  of 
the  Affembly,  unworthy  of  being  employed.  While  the  republican  party  were  thus 
obtaining  a  gradual  afcendancy  in  the  Aflembly,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  circum- 
ftance  that  could  increafe  their  power,  the  more  defperate  among  thcra  were  infidioufly 
employed  in  difperfing  rumours  among  the  people,  atrocioufly  flanderous  of  the  king 
and  the  exifting  government.  Pikes  were  openly  manufactured  in  diffeient  parts  of  the 
city,  and  avowedly  diftributed  among  the  populace,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  arm- 
ing them  againft  the  enemies  of  liberty.  On  the  feventeenth  of  February,  therefore, 
the  king  thought  it  neceffary  exprefsly  to  deny,  in  a  fpirited  letter  to  the  mayor  and  mu- 
nicipality, all  the  charges  which  were  circulated  againft  him,  relative  to  his  fuppofed 
■difaffe&ion  to  the  conftitution  ;    the   municipality  alfo,    nearly  about  the  fame  period, 

4  E  paffed 
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palled   a  refolution,    prohibiting  the  citizens  from  keeping  ftores  of  concealed  arms  in 
their  houfes. 

In  one  inftance,  however,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  the  Jacobin  and  republican  party 
evinced  fuperior  fagacity,  and  fhewed  that  they  were  poflefTed  of  either  better  informa- 
tion, or  more  honefty,  than  their  opponents.  They  penetrated -more  fuccefsfully  the 
defigns  of  Leopold,  and  faw  that  the  falfe  ferenity  which  prevailed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  only  preceded  a  ftorm  ;  and  that  it  was  a  mere  delufion  created  by  that 
prince  to  lull  the  fpirit  of  France  into  a  fatal  tranquillity.  Not  uninformed,  probably,, 
of  the  actual  grounds  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,,  they  faw  that  an  alliance  of  fuch  extent 
Was  not  likely  to  vanifh  in  vapour  ;  the  reafons  ftill  exifted  in  which  it  originated.  With 
this  opinion  the  preparations  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia  entirely  correfponded  ;  and  while  no 
motive  of  fufficient  weight  had  occurred  to  induce  the  combination  to  lay  afide  their  pro- 
ject, there  was  an  obvious  reafon  for  the  concealment  of  it,  and  that  was,  that  it  was 
evidently  not  yet  ripe  for  execution.  At  their  inftance,  therefore,  the  military  prepara- 
tions were  carried  on  with  vigour;  at  their  inftance,  a  decifive  anfwer  was  demanded 
from  Leopold,  and  a  period  was  fixed,  after  which  his  filence  was  to  be  conftrued  into  a 
declaration  of  war.  The  court  itfelf  indeed  was  not  without  its  alarms;  for  marfhals 
Luckner  and  Rochambeau,  and  M  La  Fayette,  were  ordered  to  Paris,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  February,  to  concert  with  the  executive  power  concerning  the  proper  arrange- 
ments for  the  defence  of  the  country;  a  confide rable  promotion  of  officers  was  made, 
and  even  a  marine  equipment  was  ordered,  in  expectation  that  fome  naval  power  might  be 
induced  to  join  the  confederacy. 

In  the  month  of  January  1792,  the  emperor  had  tranfmitted  to  the  French  court  the 
complaints  which  had  been  addreffed  to  him  by  feveral  German  princes  of  Alface  and  Lor-  ■ 
raine,  on  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  fyftem  on  their  eftates  in  thofe  provinces.  The  Na- 
tional Affembly  having  fome  months  before  abolifhed  all  jurifdiction,  metropolitan  and 
diocefan,  exercifcd  by  foreign  prelates  ;  which  fell  principally  on  the  archbifhops  of 
Metz  and  Treves,  and  on  the  bifhops  of  Spire  and  Bale,  thefe  prelates  preferred 
their  complaints  alfo  to  the  emperor,  and  the  emperor  fent  them  to  the  diet  at  Ratifbon. 
The  Diet  made  a  ccnclufnm  on  the  fubject,  which  was,  That  all  things,  both  temporal 
and  fpiritual,  muft  be  put  upon  their  ancient  footing,  agreeable  to  treaties  and  conven- 
tions. The  emperor  confirmed  this  conclufum,  and  fent  it  to  the  circles  of  the  empire. 
Upon  which  the  French  king  addreffed  the  following  note  to  the  emperor : 

"  The.French  nation  does  not  derive  the  title  to  its  fovereignty  from  the  archives  of  the 
"  Imperial  chancery  ;  it  is  fovereign,  becaufe  it  is  free;  it  is  free,  becaufe  it  chofe  to  be 
**•  fo  ;  and  the  object  of  its  choice  muft  be  eternal.  This  idea  muft  extend  alike,  with- 
"  out  difcrimination  or  limit,  to  all  its  territories — to  the  whole  of  the  eighty-three  de- 
"  partments.     All  have  concurred  to  form  the  national  reprefentation — all  are  integral 

"  parts 
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<«  parts  of  the  French  monarchy.  Thefe  principles  will  admit  of  no  change  or  modifi- 
••  cation.  Would  the  nation  have  refcued  its  rights  from  thehandsof  domeftic  tyrants,  to 
**  furrender  them  merely  to  I  know  not  what  foreign  fupremacy  ?  The  French  acknow- 
**  ledge  no  fupremacy  but  their  own.  When  then  the  National  AiTembiy  confented  to 
•«  indemnify  certain  German  princes,  it  confultcd  its  own  generofity  rather  than  the 
*'  claims  of  juftice.  It  is  time  to  extirpate  thefe  la  ft  remains  of  the  feudal  fyftem. 
**  From  this  period  it  will  grant  no  immunities  or  favours,  which  ftrangers,  having  pro- 
"  perty  or  refidence  in  France,  enjoy  in  common.  Have  you  not  feen,  that  the  faith  of 
*'  Frenchmen,  with  refpe&  to  treaties,  is,  by  the  new  conftitution,  placed  beyond  the 
«'  power  of  change  ?  Kings  may  fometimes  have  failed  in  their  engagements;  but  the 
«'  monarchy  of  a  free  people  never  will  follow  the  example,  nor  will  the  people  fuf- 
•*  fer  him.  The  fureft  pledge  of  the  good  faith  of  governments,  is  the  liberty  of  the 
41  people." 

The  National  Aflembly  at  this  time  ordered  the  following  manifefto  to  be  delivered, 
by  their  ambaffadors  to  all  the  courts  in  Furope. 

"  At  a  moment  when,  for  the  firft  time  fince  the  epoch  of  their  liberty,  the  French 
u  people  may  fee  themfelves  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  exercifing  the  terrible  right  of 
«'  war,  their  reprefentatives  owe  to  Europe,  to  all  mankind,  an  account  of  the  motives 
•'  which  have  guided  their  refolutions,  and  an  expofition  of  the  principles  which  direct 
"  their  conduct.  The  French  nation  renounces  the  undertaking  of  the  war  with  the  view  of 
*'  making  conque/is,  and  will  never  employ  her  forces  againjl  the  liberty  of  any  Jlate.  Such  is 
"  the  text  of  their  conftitution  :  fuch  is  the  facred  vow  upon  which  they  have  cbn- 
u  netted  their  own  happinefs  with  the  happinefs  of  other  people,  and  they  will  be  faitlv- 
*•  ful  to  them.  But  who  can  confider  that  a  friendly  territory,  in  which  exifts  an  army 
•'  waiting  only  the  profpecl:  of  fuccefs  for  the  moment  of  attack  ? 

'  '*-  Is  it  not  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  to  give  places  of  ftrength,  not  only 
"  to  enemies  who  have  already  declared,  but  to  confpirators,  who  have  long  fince  com- 
"  menced  it  ?  Every  thing,  therefore,  impofes  upon  the  powers  eftablifhed  b#  the  con- 
"  ftitution  for  maintaining  the  peace  and  the  fafety  of  the  public,  the  imperious  law  of 
"  employing  force  againft  rebeb,  who,  from  the  bofom  of  a  foreign  land,  threaten  to 
4<  tear  their  country  in  pieces. 

M  The  right  of  nations  violated — the  dignity  of  the  French  people  infulted — the  cri- 
*'  minal  abufe  of  the  king's  name,  employed  by  impoftors  to  veil  their  difaftrous  projedts 
"  — their  diftruft  kept  up  by  finifter  rumours  through  the  whole  empire — the  obftacles 
*'  occafioned  by  this  diftruft  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
*'  public  credit — the  means  of  corruption  exerted  to  delude  and  feduce  the  citizens — the 

*s  difouiets- 
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"  difquitts   which  agitate  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers— the  evils  to  which  attempts  . 
«'  the   mofl  vain,    and  the  mod  fpeedily  repulfed,   may  expofe  them — the  outrages,  al-  . 
"  ways  unpuniflied,  which  they  have  experienced  on  the  territories  where  the  revolted  • 
•'  French  rind  an  afylum — the    neceffity  of  not  allowing  the  rebels  time  to  complete 
■•  their   preparations,  or  raife  up  more  dangerous  again  ft.  their  country — l'uch  are  our 
•  motives.     Never  did  more  juft  or  more  urgent  exift ;  and,   in  the  picture  which  we 
41  have  drawn,  we  have  rather  foftened  than  over-charged  our  injuries.     We  have  no  oc- 
"  cation  to  roufe  the  indignation  of  citizens  in  order  to  inflame  their  courage. 

**  The  French  nation,  however,  will  never  ceafe  to  confider  as  a  friendly  people  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  territory  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and  governed  by  princes  who  offer 
*•  them  protection.  The  peaceful  citizens,  whofe  country  armies  may  occupy,  fhall 
k  "  not  be  treated  by  her  as  enemies,  nor  even  as  fubje6ts.  The  public  force,  of  which  fhe 
"  may  become  the  depofitary,  fliall  not  be  employed  but  to  fecure  their  tranquillity, 
"  and  maintain  their  laws.  Proud  of  having  regained  the  rights  of  nature,  file' will 
"  never  outrage  them  in  other  men.  Jealous  of  her  independence,  determined  to  bury 
*'  herfelf  in  her  own  ruins,  rather  than  fuffer  laws  to  be  taken  from  her,  or  dictated  to 
"  her,  or  even  an  infulting  guarantee  of  thofe  fhe  has  framed  for  herfelf,  fhe  will  never 
"  infringe  the  independence  of  other  nations.  Her  foldiers  will  conduct  themfelves  on 
«'  a  foreign  territory  as  they  would  on  their  own,  if  forced  to  combat  on  it.  The  in- 
"  voluntary  evils  which  her  troops  may  occafion  fhall  be  repaired.  The  afylum  which 
«'  fhe  offers  to  ftrangers  fhall  not  be  fhut  againft  the  inhabitants  of  countries  whofe 
"  princes  fhall  have  forced  her  to  attack  them  ;  they  fhall  find  a  fure  refuge  in  her  bo- 
"  fom.  Faithful  to  the  engagements  made  in  her  name,  fhe  will  fulfil  them  with  a 
"  generous  exa&nefs ;  but  no  danger  fhall  be  capable  of  making  her  forget,  that  the  foil  of 
«'  France  belongs  wholly  to  liberty,  and  that  the  laws  of  equality  ought  to  be  univerfal. 
««  She  will  prefent  to  the  world  the  new  fpedtacle  of  a  nation  truly  free,  fubmiffive  to 
"  the  laws  of  juftice  amid  the  dorms  of  war,  and  refpecYing  every  where,  on  every  occa- 
"  fion,  towards  all  men,  the  rights  which  are  the  fame  to  all. 

"  Peace,nwbich  impefture,  intrigue,  and  treafon,  have  banifhed,  will  never  ceafe  to  be 
*'  the  firfWflf  our  wjfhes.  France  will  take  up  arms,  compelled  to  do  fo  for  her  fafety 
«'  and  internal  peace,  and  we  will  be  feen  to  lay  them  down  with  joy,  the  moment  fhe  is 
"  affured  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  for  that  liberty — for  that  equality,  which  is  now 
41  the  only  element  in  which  Frenchmen  can  live.  She  dreads  not  war,  but  fhe  loves 
"  peace;  fhe  feels  that  file  has  need  of  it;  and  fhe  is  tooconfeious  of  her  ftrength  to 
"  fear  making  the  avowal.  When,  in  requiring  other  nations  to  refpedl  her  repofe,  fhe 
**.  took  an  eternal  engagement  not  to  trouble  others,  fhe  might  have  thought  that  fhe  de- 
ei  ferved  to  be  lifiened  to,  and  that  this  folemn  declaration,  the  pledge  of  tranquillity, 
**  and   the  happinefs  of  other  nations,  might  have  merited  the  affection  of  the  princes 

"  who 


I7920  LEWIS     THE      SIXTEENTH.  543 

»  who  govern  them  ;  but  fuch  of  thofe  princes  as  apprehend  that  France  would  endea- 

'*  vour  to  excite  internal  agitations  in  other  countries,  fhall  learn,  that  the  cruel  right 

"  of  reprifal — juftified  by  ufage,  condemned  by  nature — will  not  make  her  refort  to  the 

"  means  employed  againft  her  own  repofe ;  that  flie  will  be  juft  to  thofe  who  have  not 

11  been  fo  to  her  ;    that  {he  will  every  where  pay  as  much  refpe£t  to  peace  as  to  liberty  ; 

w  and  that  the  men  who  ftill  prefume  to  call  themfelves  the  mafters  of  other  men,  will 

*'  have  nothing  to  dread  from  her  but  the  influence  of  her  example. 

"  The  French  nation  is  free  ;  and,  what  is  more  than  to  be  free,  fhe  has  the  fentiment 
"  of  freedom.  She  is  free  ;  fhe  is  armed  ;  fhe  can  never  be  reduced  toflavery.  In  vain 
"  are  her  inteftine  difcords  counted  on;  fhe  has  pafTed  the  dangerous  moment  of  the 
"  reformation  of  her  political  laws;  and  fhe  is  too  wife  to  anticipate  the  lefTon  of  ex- 
"  perience  ;  fhe  wifhes  only  to  maintain  her  conftitution,  and  to  defend  it. 

"  The  divifion  of  two  powers  proceeding  from  the  fame  fource,  and  directed  to  the 
"  fame  end,  the  laft  hope  of  our  enemies,  has  vanifhed  at  the  voice  of  our  country  in 
"  danger;  and  the  king,  by  the  folemnity  of  his  proceedings,  by  the  franknefs  of  his 
"  meafures,  fhews  to  Europe  the  French  nation,  ftrong  in  her  means  of  defence  and 
"  profperity.  Refigned  to  the  evils  which  the  enemies  of  the  human  race,  united 
"  againft  her,  may  make  her  fuffer,  fhe  will  triumph  over  them  by  her  patience  and  her 
"  courage  ;  victorious,  fhe  will  feek  neither  indemnification  nor  vengeance. 

"  Such  are  the  fentiments  of  a  generous  people,  which  their  reprefentatives  do  them- 
"  felves  honour  in  exprefling.  Such  are  the  projedls  of  the  new  political  fyftem  which 
"  they  have  adopted — to  repel  force,  to  refill:  oppreflion,  to  forget  all  when  they  have 
*«  nothing  more  to  fear;  and  to  treat  adverfaries,  if  vanquifhed,  as  brothers;  if  recon- 
"  ciled,  as  friends.  Thefe  are  the  wifhes  of  all  the  French,  and  this  is  the  war  which 
"  they  declare  againft  their  enemies." 

The  following  papers  (the  flrft  addrefled  to  the  French  king  by  the  Emigrants  at  Coh- 
lentz,  the  other  from  the  French  princes  to  the  emperor)  farther  elucidate  this  fubjeff, 
and  fully  explain  the  grounds  of  difference  between  France  and  Auftria. 

"  It  is  not  to  you,  Sire,  that  we  undertake  to  juftify  our  refiftance, — we  know  too 
"  well  the  true  intentions  of  your  majefty.  We  fhall  never  believe  that  you  have  free- 
"  ly  renounced  the  fovereignty,  which  you  hold  from  God  alone,  to  render  yourfelf 
*•  the  fubordinate  agent  of  the  revolters  who  ufurp  your  throne.       v 

"  Your  majefty,  lefs  unhappy  than  was  the  head  of  your  houfe,  may  reckon  among 
'*  your  defenders  two  auguft  brothers,  the  princes  of  the  name  of  Conde,  a  name  fo  dear 
"  to  victory  ;  the  French  nobility  ;  and  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  Third  Eftate, 

4  F  "  who 
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«  who  have  all  dedicated  their  Mood  and  the  remainder  of  their  fortune  to  the  tafk  of 
«'  replacing  the  crown  upon  your  head.  It  is  in  thefe  circumftances,  Sire,  that  we  are 
««  invited  to  abandon  your  rights,  and  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  multitude  who  have 
»  deprived  you  of  your  liberty.  The  fidelity  which  we  havefwom,  Sire,  is  to  the 
»  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  when  it  fhall  be  poffible  that  you  may  wifh  to  deprive 
♦'  us  of  our  obligations  to  you,  thefe  obligations  will  not  fubfift  the  lefs  between  us  and 
«'  yourdefcendants.  The  throne  will  belong  to  them  as  it  was  tranfmitted  to  you,  and 
«'  fuch  as  you  poffeffed  it  at  your  acceffion  to  the  crown. _  Our  fidelity  will  be  due  to 
"  them  ;  we  are,  therefore,  not  permitted  to  confent  to  any  act  which  may  deprive  them 
*'  of  the  rights  of  their  birth,  and  of  the  inheritance  to  which  they  are  called.  In  all 
«"'  nations,  the  proprietors  of  the  land,  the  poffeffors  of  the  richeft  perfonal  property, 
«'  have  always  formed  a  diftin£t  clafs  from  the  other  inhabitants  :  without  this  precau- 
•'  tion,  the  latter,  neceffarily  the  moft  numerous,  would  continually  hold  the  others  in 
"  a  precarious  and  uncertain  ftate. 

"  Do  not  believe,  Sire,  that  we  have  abandoned  our  country  :  we  hope  to  return  with 
"  all  thofe  whom  common  danger  has  compelled  to  quit  their  houfes ;  we  fhall  return  ta 
"  bring  with  us  order  and  peace ;  to  replace  your  majefty  upon  your  throne ;  and  to  en- 
"  joy,  with  all  your  people,  the  bleflings  which  you  fliall  freely  judge  it  fuitable  tO> 
"  grant  them." 

The  letter  from  the  French  princes  to  the  emperor  was  as  follows : 

"  Our  Brother  and  Cousin, 
«*  The  abfolute  filence  of  your  majefty,  and  the  conduct  which  -you  have  been 
M  pleafed  to  evince  fince  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  feem  to  require  from  us  an  entire 
"  referve  and  difcretion  ;  but,  notwithstanding  appearances,  and  the  rigorous  mea- 
"  fures  which  your  majefty's  government  in  the  Low  Countries  unceafingly  pur- 
«'  fues  againft  the  French,  faithful  to  their  duty  and  their  honour,  we  always  re- 
"  call  with  confidence  the  facred  promifes  which  your  majefty  has  made  to  the  comte 
"  d'Artois  ;  and  we  have  the  firm  affurance,  that  Leopold,  faithful  to  his  engagements, 
"  guided  by  the  fentiments  of  his  heart,  and  enlightened  by  his  own  proper  interefts,  now 
('  wifhes,  and  always  will  wifh,  to  fuccour  his  ally,  deliver  his  fifter,  and  guarantee  his 
"  own  ftates,  by  deftroying  the  germ  of  contagion. 

"  A  great  occafion  has  at  length  prefented:  never  could  a  more  favourableopportunity 
"  be  offered.  It  is  our  duty  to  fubmit  to  your  majefty  what  can  be  done  in  favour  of 
"  France — it  is  for  you  to  determine.  We  do  not  here  recall  to  your  memory  the  pre- 
'•  fent  ftate  of  Europe.  The  north  and  the  fouth  have  publifhed  their  intentions. 
"  Pruffia  and  your  majefty  have  but  one  opinion.  We  are  defirous  to  fpeak  of  the  in^ 
"  ternal  fituation  of  France. 

"  The- 
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"  The  new  AfTembly  has  fallen  into  difrepute  ;  the  frightful  diforder  of  the  finances 
"  announcing  an  approaching  bankruptcy;  no  power,  no  order,  any  longer  exifts  in  the 
"  flare;  our  enemies  are  acquainted  with  their  danger;  they  perceive  their  ruin  inevi- 
"  table,  but  they  (till  perfevere  in  the  audacioufnefs  of  their  crimes;  and  we  dare  to  fay, 
*'  to  a  fovereign  who  loves  truth,  that  the  feeming  conduct  of  your  majefty  fufhins  their 
*'  hopes,  and  emboldens  them  in  their  fanguinary  projects.  The  decree  which  they  paffed 
'*  againft  Monfieur  and  the  emigrants  fufficiently  develope  their  defigns.  They  know 
"  that  the  brothers  of  the  unfortunate  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  defpife  their  menaces  ;  they 
"  know  that  the  nobility  of  France  are  attached  only  to  honour;  but,  directed  at  prefent 
"  by  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  republican  party,  they  wifh  to  profit  by  the  filence 
"  of  Europe,  and  to  feek  their  fafety  in  the  excefs  of  their  crimes.  To  fucceed  in  their 
"  defigns,  it  was  neceffhry  they  fhould  take  the  audacious  meafure  of  depriving  us  both 
41  of  a  right,  which  their  own  decrees  gave  us,  to  the  regency.  Sufficient  time  has 
"  elapfed  to  judge  of  the  effect  which  this  new  crime  has  produced  upon  the  fovereigns 
"  of  Europe,  and  more  efpecially  upon  your  majefty;  but  if  they  can  be  perfuaded  of 
"  your  indifference,  or  of  the  prevalence  of  a  dilatory  fyftem,  which  is  equally  dan- 
"  gerous,  they  will  haflen  to  confummate  their  crimes;  they  will  annihilate  the  phan- 
"  torn  of  royalty  which  they  now  fuffer  to  exift;  they  will  make  an  attempt  on  the  life 
"  of  the  queen  ;  and  they  will  elect  a  thief,  by  bellowing  the  regency  upon  the  duke  of 
"  Orleans.  We  do  not  advance  any  thing  of  which  we  are  not  certain  ;  and  your  ma- 
"  jefty  may  be  perfuaded  that  we  fpeak  not  the  language  of  exaggeration. 

"  But,  Sire,  by  a  fingle  word,  by  a  fingle  action,  whi^h  will  prove  the  firmnefs  of 
•«  your  refolutions,  not  only  will  your  majefty  difconcert  all  the  projects  of  our  enemies, 
"  but  the  change  of  opinions  is  fuch,  the  difcredit  of  the  Affembly  fo  great,  that  at  one 
"  and  the  fame  inftant,  an  infurrection  will  take  place  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
"  more  efpecially  in  the  heart  of  the  capital,  where  the  people  are  kept  in  fu!  jection  by 
*'  the  audacity  of  the  rebels  alone.  What  we  now  demand  of  your  majeJty  is,  that 
*'  you  will  be  pleafed  to  make  a  public  declaration,  on  purpofe  to  alfure  the  French 
"  princes  of  your  protection,  and  alfo  the  other  French,  whofe  zeal,  and  the  purity  of 
"  whofe  principles,  have  obliged  them  to  leave  the  kingdom.  There  is  nothing  perfonal 
<l  in  our  conduct :  we  act  only  for  honour,  which  is  our  fole  recompence,  and  nothing 
"  can  deprive  us  of  it. 

M  But  it  is  left  for  your  majefty  to  confider,  whether  you  will  guarantee  the  life  of 
tl  the  king  and  of  the  queen,  and  produce  the  beft  and  greateft  effects  by  a  meafure  which 
*'  will  not  any  way  effect  you  ;  or  whether  you  chufe  to  leave  the  deareft  and  moft  pre- 
"  cious  claims  to  the  chance  of  events,  and  the  audacity  of  crimes^" 

The  preceding  papers  being  laid  before  the  National  Affembly,  they  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolutions: 

4  F  2  "1.  The 
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"  1.  The  king  fhall  be  invited  by  a  meffage.to  declare  to  the  emperor,  that  he  cannot 
"  in  future  treat  with  any  power  but  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  and  in  virtue 
«'  of  the  powers  delegated  to  him  by  the  conftitution. 

"  2.  The  king  fhall  be  invited  to  demand  of  the  emperor,  if,  as  head  of  the  houfe  of 
«  Auftria,  he  intends  to  live  in  peace  with  the  French  nation,  or  if  he  renounces  all 
»  treaties  and  conventions  directed'  againft  the  fovereignty,  independence,  and  fafety 
"  of  the  nation. 

"  3.  The  king  fhall  be  requefted  to  declare  to  the  emperor,  that  in  cafe  he  fhall,  be- 
"  fore  the  firft  day  of  May  next,  fail  to  give  full  and  entire  fatisfact'ion  upon  the  points 
"  above  ftated,  his  filence  ihall  be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war. 

"  4.  The  king  fhall  be  requefted  to  adopt  the  raoft  efficacious  meafures  to  put  the 
"  troops  in  a  ftate  to  take  the  field,  on  the  firft  orders  they  may  receive." 

Thefe  refolutions  being  delivered  to  the  king,  he  returned  to  the  Aflembly  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer: 

"  I  have  examined,  gentlemen,  the  invitation  which  you  caufed  to  be  prefented  to  me. 
"  It  is  to  me  alone  that  appertains  the  right  of  preferving  foreign  connections,  or  con- 
"  ducting  negotiations  ;  nor  can  the  legiflative  body  deliberate  upon  war,  but  on  a  for- 
'*  mal  and  neceifary  propofition  from  me.  Without  doubt,  you  may  demand  of  me  to 
"  take  into  confideration  whatever  interefts  the  national  fafety  and  dignity  ;  but  the 
"  form  which  you  have  adopted  is  fufceptible  of  important  obfervations.  I  will  not 
"  now  develope  them.  The  weight  of  prefent  circumftances  requires  that  I  fhould 
"  rather  be  folicitous  to  preferve  an  agreement  in  our  fentiments,  than  conftitutionally 
*■'  to  difcufs  my  rights.  I  ought,  therefore,  to  make  known-  to  you,  that  I  have  demand- 
'*  ed  of  the  emperor,  more  than  a  fortnight  fince,  a  pofitive  explanation  on  the  principal 
"  articles  which  are  the  object  of  your  invitation.  I  have  preferved  towards  him  that 
«*  decorum  which  is  reciprocally  due  between  powers.  Should  we  have  a  war,  let  us 
"  not  have  to  reproach  ourfelves  with  any  wrong  which  might  have  provoked  it.  A 
"  certainty  of  this  can  alone  affift  us  to  fupport  the  inevitable  evils  it  brings  with  it.   - 

"  I  know  it  is  glorious  for  me  to  fpeak  in  the  name  of  a  nation  which  difplays  fo 
"  much  courage,  and  I  know  how  to  put  a  value  on  this  immenfe  means  of  ftrengthi 
"  But  what  more  fincere  proof  can  I  give  of  my  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  than 
"  that  of  acting  with  as  much  mildnefs  in  negociation  as  celerity  in  our  preparations, 
Ci  which  will  permit  us,  fhould  neceffity  require  it,  to  enter  into  a  campaign  within  fix 
"  weeks.  The  moft  uneafy  diftruft  can  find  in  this  conduct  only  the  union  of  all  my 
»•  duties., 

"  I  remind 
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"  I  remind  the  Aflembly,  that  humanity  forbids  the  mixture  of  any  movement  of  en- 
"  thufiafm  in  the  decifion  for  War.  Such  a  determination  fhould  be  the  act  of  mature 
*•  reflection,  for  it  is  to  pronounce,  in  the  name  of  the  country,  that  her  interefts  require 
*'  her  to  facrifice  a  great  number  of  her  children.  I  am  neverthelefs  awake  to  the  ho- 
**  nour  and  fafety  of  the  nation,  and  I  will  haften,  with  all  my  power,  that  moment  when 
**  I  can  inform  the  National  Aflembly,  whether  they  may  rely  on  peace,  or  if  I  ought 
«f  to  propofe  to  them  a  war, 

(  Signed  )  "  Louis. 

(Counterfigned)  H  Duport." 

In  the  month  of  February  1792,  the  Imperial  minifter  at  Paris  prefented  a  memorial 
to  the  French  court,  in  which  he  faid— 

"  I  anfwer,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,   my  mafter,  to  the  explanations  required  by 
"  the  court  of   France: — His  fentiments  are  fo  pure,  that    he    willingly   fubmits  to1 
••  explain  away  the  delufion  artfully  propagated  in  order  to  difturb  the  tranquillity 
**  of  both  ftates.     The  requeft  refted  on  two  points;  the   firft    relative    to   the  orders 
*'  iflued  to  general  Bender  to  prepare  for  war.     This  armament  was  merely  defenfive  ;■- 
«'  it  had  no  other  object  but  to  protect  the  electorate  of  Treves  from  an  invafion.     The 
"  fccond  point  related  to  the  emperor's  alliance  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  other 
*'  powers.     Though  it  be  mifnamed  a  league,  nothing  can  be  mere  juft  than  the  treaty 
»*  by  which  the   kings  declared,    in  the  month  of  June  1 79 1,  that  they  would  fupport 
*'  the  caufe  of  his  Mod  Chriftian  majefty  againfr.  his  rebel  oppreflbrs.     Nothing  but  the 
"  king's  perfect  ftate  of  freedom  could  have  difarmed  his  avengers;    but  fhould   rebel--— 
"  lion  break  out  anew,  the  confederacy  of  kings  would  have  its  effect." 

The  fallacious  calm  which  had  pervaded  the  nation  and  the  Aflembly,  was,  on  the 
publication  of  thefe  difpatches,  changed  into  a  tempeft  of  rage  and  refentment.  The 
minifter,  Deleflart,  was  charged  with  having  deceived  the  nation  ;  the  various  commu- 
nications from  foreign  powers  were  treated  ns  little  better  than  forgeries,  and  the  minif- 
ter for  foreign  affairs  was  confidered  as  being  a  party  in  the  fraud:  to  many  it  appeared> 
that  war  itfelf  was  a  lefs  formidable  evil  than  the  enormous  expences  in  which  a  con- 
tinued ftate  of  alarm  involved  the  nation  ;  and  fome  even  went  fo  far  as  to  regard  the 
menaces  of  the  confederacy  as  empty  threats,  and  as  concerted  folely  to  increafe  the  dif- 
trefles  of  the  nation,  by  deranging  its  finances. 

While  the  indignation  of  the  popular  party  in  the  Aflembly  was  directed  againft  M. 
Bertrand,  minifter  of  the  marine,  and  M.  Deleflart,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  the  court,- 
under  the  influence,   as  was  confidently  fufpedted,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  determined- 
on  the  difmiflion  of  M.   Narbonne  from  the  war  department;    and  of   M.  Cahier  de- 
Gerville  from  that  of  the  interior.     M.  de  Grave  was  appointed. as  fucceflbr  to.  M.  Nar-»- 

bonne,. , 
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bonne,  whofe  difiniffion  was  both  refented  and  refitted  by  the  leading  members  of  the 
Aflembly,  M.  Sage  moved,  "  That  M.  Narbonne  carried  with  him  the  regret  of  the 
"  National  Aflembly  ;"  and  on  a  motion  of  cenfure,  by  M.  Cambon,  on  the  minifters 
who  advifed  the  king  to  retain  M,  Bertrand  in  his  fervtce,  after  he  had  loft  the  public 
confidence,  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  was  exprefsly  excepted.  ■ 

Thefe  meafures  were  followed,  in  the  fame  fitting,  by  the  impeachment  of  M.  De- 
leffart. He  was  accufed,  by  M.  Briffot,  of  omitting  to  give  information  to  the  Aflem- 
bly of  the  concert  formed  among  foreign  powers  again  ft  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
France  ;  of  not  prefling  the  meafures  proper  for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  the  nation  ;  of 
having  given  to  prince  Kaunitz  details  on  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  calculated  to 
convey  an  improper  idea;  of  having  meanly  fued  for  peace  ;  and  of  having  refufed  to 
obey  the  decrees  of  the  National  Aflembly.  In  confequence  of  a  decree  palled  againft 
him,  M.  Deleffart  was  apprehended,  and  conducted  to  Orleans,  to  be  tried  by  the  high 
national   court. 

The  impeachment  of  M.  Deleffart  fo  completely  terrified  the  marine  minifter,  M. 
Bertrand,  that  he  loft  no  time  in  requefting  leave  to  give  in  his  refignation.  Thus  the 
miniftry  was  at  once  completely  diflblved  ;  and  yet,  unpermanent  and  difficult  as  the 
fituation  was,  the  conteft  to  fupply  the  vacant  offices  ferved  ftill  farther  to  divide  the 
diftracted  empire. 

While  France  was  thus  agitated  by  internal  faclion,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  a  foreign 
attack,  the  politics  of  Europe  once  more  appeared  to  vibrate  in  favour  of  peace,  by  the 
fudden  death  of  the  emperor  of  Germany.  This  event  happened  on  the  firft  of  March  ; 
and  from  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack,  and  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  violent  fufpi- 
cions  were  at  firft  entertained  that  he  owed  his  death  to  piofon.  The  complaint  entirely 
affected  the  ftomach  and  the  inteftines,  his  body  fwelled  to  an  enormous  degree,  and  his 
bowels  literally  burft.  The  accufation  of  poifon  was  naturally  directed  againft  the 
French  party;  but  the  whole  fufpicion  was  foon  removed  by  the  narrative  of  his  dif- 
eafe,  which  was  publiflied  by  authority,  and  which  afcribed  the  fatal  event  to  a  rheu- 
matic fever. 

As  a  man,  Leopold  was  generally  confidered  as  a  debauched  and  fenfual  character  ;  asa 
prince,  he  was  certainly  poffefled  of  ability;  and,  though  his  principles  were  defpotic, 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  in  general  he  made  ufe  of  his  power  for  the  good  of  his  fub- 
jedts.  His -political  career,  while  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  was  marked  by  wifdom  and 
moderation.  He  fimplified  the  laws,  he  remitted  the  moft  grievous  of  the  public  bur- 
dens, and  his  regard  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  fuch,  that  he  allowed,  and  even 
encouraged,  appeals  to  himfelf,  wherever  any  party  conceived  himfelf  injured  in  the 
courfe  of  a  procefs  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law.     He  had  the  merit  of  reftoring  peace 

to 
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to  the  empire,  as  well  as  to  Auftria  and  the  Netherlands,  notivithftanding  the  diftrefs  and 
confufion  in  which  he  found  them  all  involved,  by  the  imprudent  adroiniftration  of  his 
predecefTor.  His  political  wifdom  and  general  fagacity  were  certainly  far  above  the  or- 
dinary ftandard  of  hereditary  monarchs.  The  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  his  re- 
gard to  his  people,  were  ftrongly  evinced  by  one  trait — he  loved  peace.  How  far  his  con- 
duct in  uniting  with  the  confederacy  of  princes  againft  the  liberties  of  France  may  be 
fairly  cited  in  contradiction  to  this  affertion,  we  are  fcarcely  qualified  to  decide,  unlefs 
we  were  better  informed  as  to  the  motives  and  the  extent  of  that  confederacy. 

The  death  of  the  emperor,  inftead  of  protracting,  appears  to  have  accelerated  hoftili- 
ties  between  Auftria  and  France.  The  young  king  of-  Hungary,  Francis  the  Firft,  was 
fcarcely  feated  upon  the  throne,  when  he  defired  a  conference  with  the  Pruffian  mini- 
fter, Bifchoffwerder,  and  directed  him  to  inform  his  matter,  that  he  was  determined  ftricvl- 
ly  and  literally  to  adhere  to  the  convention  of  Pilnitz.  The  preparations  on  the  part 
of  France,  in  the  mean  time,  proceeded  with  alacrity  ;  and  the  new  minifter,  M.  Dj- 
rnourier,  declared,  in  the  Jacobin  club,  that  he  would,  in  his  negotiations  with  Auftria, 
direct  them  to  the  point  of  obtaining,  without  delay,  a  folid  peace  or  a  decifive  war. 

The  afcendancy  which  the  Jacobin  club  had  obtained  by  their  victory  over  the  Feuil- 
lans,  and  ftill  more  by  the  impeachment  of  M.  Deleffart,  rendered  their  authority  abfo- 
lute  in  every  thing  that  concerned  the  politics  of  France.  The  court  feemed  at  this 
moment  to  relinquiih  every  thought  of  refiftance,  and  to  fail  with  the  tide.  This  was 
foon  evinced  in  the  appointment  of  minifters  ;  M.  Dumo'urier  and  M.  Lacofte,  two  of 
the  leading  Jacobins,  being  nominated  to  the  vacant  departments  of  foreign  affairs  and 
the  marine  ;  and  his  majefty,  as  a  farther  teftimony  of  his  attention  to  the  will  of 
the  people,  difmiffed  the  Swifs  guards  on  the  feventeenth  of  March;  and  on  that  day  the 
guard  appointed  by  the  conftitution  entered  upon  duty. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  March  a  decree  of  fequeftration  was  pafTed  againft  the  pro- 
perty of  the  emigrants,  faving,  however  the  right  of  creditors  to  be  reimburfed  their  de- 
mands ;  and  fuch  as  returned  within  the  fpace  of  one  month  were  to  be  re-eftablifhed  in 
the  poflefiion  of  their  eftates,  fubjected,  however,  to  a  proportionate  tax;  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  armament  which  their  emigration  had  occafioned.  By  an  additional  de- 
cree, they  were  deprived  of  the  lights  of  active  citizens  for  two  years  after  their  return 
to  France;  and  fuch  of  them  as  fhould  not  return  within  a  month,  were  deprived  of 
thofe  privileges  for  ten  years. 

The  fucceeding  day  the  king  announced  the  appointment  of  three  more  of  the  popu-  - 
lar  party  to  the  miniftry,  viz.  M.  Gamier,  minifter  of  juftice,  in  the  room  of  M.  Du- 
port  du  Tertre;  M.  Roland,  minifter  of  the  interior,  inftead  of  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville; 
and  M.  Claviere,  minifter  of  finance,  in  the  room  of  M.  Tarbe.     The  new  minifters 

were 
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were  all  menfbers  (>(  the  Jacobin  club,  which,  at  this  p.  ms  to  have  pofTeflcd  the 

entire  confidence  of  the  nation.  The  vigorous  meafui cs  purfued  by  the  Affembly,  had 
alfo  the  happieft  efFe<5rs  both  upon  public  credit  and  upon  the  minds  of  the  emigrants, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  having  paffed  through  Lille  on  their  return  in  one  day. 

The  French  minifter  at  Vienna  having  demanded  a  farther  explanation  of  the  defigns 
of  the  Imperial  court,  and  a  requeft  of  the  new  king  of  Hungary  to  recognize  the  French 
conftitution,  lie  received  the  following  anfwer,  dated  the  eighteenth  of  March. 

"  That  the  king  of  Hungary  having  fully  adopted  the  political  fyftem  of  the  late 
"  emperor,  he  would  explain  himfelf  with  a  franknefs  that  became  a  great  power.     The 
"  king  of  France  complains  of  the  alTembling  troops  in  Germany.     No  affcmbling  of 
"  troops  there   is  known,    that  ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  indication  of  hoftility. 
■*  Troops  are  affembled  in  much  greater  numbers  in  France,     The  king  of  Hungary,   and 
**  the  princes  of  Germany,  may  perhaps  think  it  proper  to  affemble  ftill  greater  numbers, 
<**  to  maintain  the  internal  peace  of  their  feveral  ftates,  difturbed  by  the  example  of  the 
*•  troubles  in   France,    and  the  criminal  machinations  of  the  Jacobin  party  ;  but  thefe 
"  princes  will  never  confent  to  tie  up  their  own  hands  in  that  refpedt,  which  no  power 
"  has  a  right  to  require  of  them.     With   refpecl:  to  the  engagements  and  concerts  be- 
*    tween  the  court  of  Vienna  and  the  moft  refpedtable  powers  in  Europe,  this  court  will 
ut  continue  to  maintain  them,  till  the  French  nation,  adopting  a  milder  courfe,  fhall  re- 
"  pel  the  infinuations  of  a  fanguinary  faction,  that  excites  tumults  and  acts  of  violence 
"  againft  the  liberty  of  the  kings,   and  the  faith  of  the  treaties  ;  but  fhould  the  defigu 
■"  and  artifices  of  that  faction  prevail,  the  king  of  Hungary  flatters  himfelf,  that  the 
■*'  found  and  principal  part  of  the  nation  will  confider,  as  a  confolating  profpect  of  fupport, 
•  "  the  exiftence  of  a  concert,   the  views  of  which  are  worthy  of  its  confidence,  and  the 
•'*  moft  important  crifis  that  ever  has  affected  the  common  interefts  of  Europe." 

Notwithstanding  the  indignation  which  fuch  an  addrefs  mull  neceflarily  have  pro- 
duced, M.  Dumourier  entreated  the  Affembly  to  wait  in  tranquillity  for  the  categorical 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  he  expected  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  :  and  this 
recommendation  of  the  minifter  was  unanimoufly  aflented  to.  From  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia a  more  moderate  and  favourable  anfwer  was  received.  He  allured  the  minifter,  in 
general  ternrs,  that  his  troops  were  actually  below  the  peace  eftablifhment,  and  that  he 
permitted  no  hoftile  affemblages  of  the  emigrants  within  his  dominions. 

The  difpatch  of  M.  Dumourier  to  the  king  of  Hungary  was  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter  in  the  king's  own  hand-writing  : 

"  Sir.,  my  Brother  and  Nephew, 
"  The    tranquillity  of  Europe  depends  on   the   anfwer   which    your  majefty  fhall 
*»  make  to  the  conduit  which  is  due  from  me  to   the  great  interefts  of  the   French 

"  nation 


1792.]  LEWIS    THE     SIXTEENTH.  551 

M  nation — to  its  glory,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the  unfortunate  vi£Ums  of  that  war 
*'  with  which  a  powerful  combination  threatens  France.  Your  majefty  cannot  doubt 
*.'  that  I  freely  and  voluntarily  accepted  the  conftitution ; — I  have  fworn  to  main- 
"  tain  it — my  repofe  and  my  honour  are  infeparably  connected  with  it — my  fate  is 
*'  linked  with  that  of  the  nation,  whofe  hereditary  reprefentative  I  am,  and  which, 
s5*  in  fpite  of  the  calumnies  thrown  out  againft  it,  merits,  and  fhall  always  poffefs,  the 
*'  efteem  of  all  nations.  The  French  have  fworn  to  live  free,  or  to  die — I  am  pledged 
"  by  the  fame  oath. 

"  The  Sieur  de  Maulde,  whom  I  fend  as  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  your  majefty, 
**  will  explain  to  you  the  means  to  avert  thofe  calamities  of  war  which  threaten  Eu- 
*'  rope.     With  thefe  fentiments  I  remain,  Sec.  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Louis." 

The  Imperial  minifter  in  his  anfwer  ftates — "  That  the  concert  was  no  longer  per- 
"  fonal  to  the  king  of  Hungary  ;  that  he  could  not  withdraw  himfelf  but  with  other 
"  courts;  and  that  this  concert  would  continue  till  what  remained  to  be  fettled  with 
*'  France  was  brought  to  a  conclufion." — He  fpecifies  three  points: 

"  1.  That  fatisfadYion  fhould  be  given  to  the  princes  pofleflioned  in  Alface, 

u  2.  That  fatisfadtion  fhould  be  given  to  the  pope  for  the  county  of  Avignon. 

"  3.  That  the  neighbouring  powers  fhall  have  no  reafon  for  the  appreherifions  which 
"  arife  from  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  the  internal  government  of  France  ;  that  the 
*•  note,  dated  the  eighteenth  of  March,  contains  the  anfwer  to  the  demands;  and  that 
"  the  difpofition  exprefTed  in  that  note  could  be  the  lefs  altered,  fince  it  contained  alfo 
"  the  opinion  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  upon  the  affairs  of  France ;  an  opinion  agreeing, 
"  in  all  refpedls,  with  that  of  the  king  of  Hungary." 

On  Friday,  the  twentieth  of  April,  his  majefty  came  to  the  Aflembly,  the  numbers 
of  which  rofe  and  were  uncovered  as  he  entered,  and  took  their  feats  when  he  had  reach- 
ed his  place.     The  king  then  fpoke  as  follows: 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  come  among  you  for  an  object  of  the  higheft  importance  in  the 
«'  prefent  circumftances.  My  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  will  read  to  you  the  report 
*•  which  he  made  to  me  in  council,  on  ourfituation  with  regard  to  Germany." 

M.  Dumourier  then  went  up,  and,  ftanding  by  the  king's  fide,  read  the  report,  which 
the  king  had  notified  to  the  Aflembly,  as  follows  : 

4  G  "  Sire, 
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"  Sue,  When  you  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conflitution,  you  became  the  object 
"  of  the  hatreJ  ot  the  enemies  of  liberty.  No  natural  tie  could  Hop — no  motive  of 
*«  alliance,  of  neighbourhood,  of  propriety  could  prevent  their  enmity.  Your  ancient 
M  allies  era  fed  your  name  out  of  the  lift  of  defpots,  and  from  that  moment  they  forgot 
*.'  your  inajelly's  fidelity.  The  emigrants,  rebels  to  the  laws  of  their  country,  are  gone 
44  beyond  the  frontiers  to  prepare  a  guilty  aggreflion  againft  France.  They  wilh  to  car- 
44  ry  into  its  bofom  fire  and  fword.  Their  rage  would  have  been  impotent,  if  the  fo- 
44  reign  princes  had  not  feconded  and  encouraged  their  criminal  manoeuvres.  The  houfe 
"  of  Auilria  has  done  every  thing  to  encourage  their  audacity.  The  houfe  of  Auftria, 
'*  who,  fince  the  treaty  of  1756,  has  found  us  good  and  faithful  allies  !  This  treaty, 
"  Sire,  fubjecled  us  to  the  ambitious  views  of  this  houfe.  She  engaged  us  in  all  her 
"  wars,  to  which  fhe  called  us  as  her  allies.  We  have  been  prodigal  of  our  blood  in 
"  the  cruel  tragedies  of  defpotifm.  The  inftant  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  faw  fhe 
"  could  no  longer  govern  us  for  her  purpofes,  fhe  became  our  enemy. 

'.*  It  was  Auftria  that  had  ftirred  up  againft  France  the  refilefs  Northern  potentate, 
44  whofe  tyrannical  phrenzy  had  at  laft  made  him  fall  under  the  fword  of  an  affaffin.— 
M  It  was  Auftria,  who  in  circumftances  of  which  Europe  fhall  judge,  advifed  one  party  of 
M  Frenchmen  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  other.  The  note  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  of 
"  the  eighteenth  of  February  was,  in  truth,  a  declaration  of  war;  M.  Kaunitz  there 
44  avows  the  league  of  the  powers  againft  France.  The  death  of  Leopold  ought  to 
41  have  msde  fome  change  in  this  ambitious  fyftem,  but  we  have  ken  the  contrary.  The 
"  note  of  the  eighteenth  of  March  is  the  ultimatum  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  This  note 
44  is  more  provoking  ftill  than  the  former.  The  king  of  Hungary  wifhes  that  we  fhould 
"  fubmit  our  conflitution  to  his  revifion  ;  and  he  does  not  diffemble  the  projedt  of  arra- 
*'  ing  Frenchmen  againft  Frenchmen. 

"  Sire," — continues  the  minifter—"  in  charging  me  with  the  adminiftration  of  fo- 
"  reign  affairs,  y°u  have  impofed  on  me  the  talk  of  telling  you  the  truth  :  I  proceed  to  tell 
••  you  the  truth.  It  refults  from  this  meafure  that  the  treaty  of.  1756  is  broken  in 
M  fa£t,  on  the  fide  of  Auftria.  That  the  maintenance  of  a  league  of  the  powers,  is  an 
41  act  of  hoftility  againft  France  ;  and,  that  you  ought  this  inftant  to  order  M.  Noailles, 
•'  your  ambaffafior,  to  quit  the  court  of  Vienna,  without  taking  leave. — Sire,  the  Auf- 
"■  trian  troops  are  on  the  march — the  camps  are  marked  out — tortreffes  are  building.  The 
44  nation,  by  its  oath,  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  has  declared,  that  any  man  who  fhall 
44  accede  to  an  unconstitutional  negotiation  is  a  traitor.  The  delay  granted  to  Auftria 
4'  is  expired — your  honour  is  attacked — the  nation  is  infulted  ;  therefore  there  remains 
41  for  you  no  other  part  to  take,  but  to  make  to  the  National  Affembly  the  formal  pro* 
41  pofition  of  war  againft  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary." 

The  minifter  having  read  this  minute  the  king  refumed  his  fpeech  : 

••  Yon 
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"  You  have  heard,  Meflieurs,  the  deliberation  and  the  decifion  of  my  council.  I 
M  adopt  their  determination.  It  is  conformable  to  the  wifh,  many  times  expreffed,  of 
"  the  National  Aflembly,  and  to  that  which  has  been  addreflcd  to  me  by  many  diftridts 
"  of  France.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  wifh  of  all  the  French  people.  Frenchmen- 
"  prefer  war  to  a  ruinous  anxiety,  and  to  an  humiliating  ftate,  which  compromifes  our 
"  conftitution,  and  our  dignity.  I  have  done  every  thing  to  avert  war — but  I  judge  it 
"  indifpenfable  ;  I  come,  therefore,  in  the  terms  of  our  conftitution,  to  propofe  to  youforr 
"  mally  to  declare  war  againfl  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary."  The  prefident  anfwer- 
ed — "Sire,  The  Affembly  will  proceed  to  deliberate  on  the  great  propofition  which  your 
"  majefty  has  made  to  them.  They  will  addrefs  to  you,  by  a  meflage,  the  refult  of 
e<  their  deliberation." — The  king  then  retired  with  his  minifters. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  the  Aflembly  refumed  the  fubjedr.  ;  and  hav- 
ing come  to  a  refolution,  "  That  war  be  declared  againfl:  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hun- 
"  gary ;"  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  a  deputation  of  twenty-four  members  waited  upon 
the  king,  with  the  following  meffage  : 


<< 

<< 


Sire,  The  National  Aflembly  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  come  to  a  fpeedy  deter- 
mination on  the  propofition  you  made  to  them,  for  declaring  war  againfl:  the  king  of 
"  Bohemia  and  Hungary.  They  charge  us  to'prefent  their  decree  for  your  majefly's  fanc- 
4<  tion.  It  is  conformable  to  the  wifh  that  you  have  expreffed  to  them.  It  is  the  re- 
*'  fult  of  the  lively  and  conftant  folicitude  of  the  elected  reprefentatives,  and  the  heredi- 
"  tary  reprefentative  of  the  nation,  for  maintaining  its  dignity,  its  liberty,  and  its  confti- 
"  tution." 

The  king  returned  the  following  anfwer  : — "  I  fhall  take  the  decree  of  the  Aflembly 
"  into  deep  confideration.     It  involves  the  mofi  important  interefts  of  the  nation." 

Next  day  the  minifter  of  juftice  informed  the  Aflembly  that  the  king  had  fanctioned 
the  decree;  when  the  following  declaration  of  war  againfit  the  king  of  Bohemia  and 
Hungary  was  decreed  : 

"  The  National  Aflembly,  deliberating  on  the  formal  propofition  of  the  king,  confi- 
*'  dering  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  in  contempt  of  treaties,  has  continued  to  grant  an 
"  open  protection  to  the  French  rebels;  that  it  has  excited  and  formed  a  concert  with 
"  feveral  powers  of  Europe,  againft  the  independence  and  fecurity  of  the  French  nation  : 

*.«  That  Francis  the  Firft,  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary,  has  refufed  to  renounce 
"  this  concert : 

"  That,  notwithftanding  the  propofition  made  to  reduce,  on  both  fides,  to  a  peace 
"  eftablifhment,  the  troops  on  the  frontiers,  he  has  continued  and  increaled  the  hoftile 
"  preparations. 

4  G  2  "  That 
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"  That  he  has  formally  infringed  the  fovereignty  of  the  French  nation,  by  declaring 
*'  that  he  would  fupport  the  pretentions  of  the  German  princes,  poffeffionaries  in  France, 
*•  to  whom  the  French  nation  have  continued  to  hold  out  indemnifications: 

"  That  he  has  attempted  to  divide  the  French  citizens,  and  to  arm  them  againft  one 
"  another,  by  holding  out  fupport  to  the  malecontents  in  the  concert  of  the  powers  : 
"  Confidering,  in  fine,  that  the  refufal  0/  an  anfwer  to  the  laft  difpatches  of  the  king  of 
"  the  French,  leaves  no  longer  any  hope  to  obtain,  by  the  means  of  an  amicable  nego- 
"  ciation,  the  redrefs  of  thofe  different  grievances,  and  amounts  to  a  declaration  of  war, 
"  decrees  that  there  exifts  a  cafe  of  urgency. 

"  The  National  Affembly  declares,  That  the  French  nation,  faithful  to  the  principles 

"  confecrated  by  the  conftitution,  not  to  undertake  any  war  with  the  view  of  making 

*'  conquefts,   and  never  to  employ  its  force  againft  the  liberty  of  any  people,  only  take 

"  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  liberty  and  their  independence:  That  the  war  into  which  they 

"  are  compelled  to  enter,  is  not  a  war  of  nation  againft  nation,  but  the  juft  defence  of  a 

"  free  people,  againft  the  unjuft  oppreffion  of  a  monarch  :    That  the  French  will  never 

"  confound  their  brothers  with  their  enemies  ;  that  they  will  neglect  nothing  to   foften 

"  the  rigours  of  war;    to  preferve  their  property,    and  prevent  it  from  fuftaining  any 

"  injury  ;  and  to  bring  down  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  alone  who  league  againft  liberty,, 

"  all  the  evils  infeparable  from  war. 

"  That  it  adopts  all  thofe  foreigners  who,  abjuring  the  caufe  of  its  enemies,  fhall 
"  join  its  ftandard,  and  confecrate  their  efforts  to  the  defence  of  freedom  ;  that  it  will 
"  even  favour,  by  all  the  means  in  its  power,  their  eftablifhment  in  France. 

"  Deliberating  on  the  formal  propofitions  of  the  king,  and  after  having  decreed  the 
'*  cafe  of  urgency,  decrees  war  againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia." 

In  confequence  of  the  decree,  war  was^  immediately  declared,  with  the  ufual  formali- 
ties, in  every  city  throughout  France,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  following  proclamation 
of  the  government  at  Bruffels. 

"  Lieutenant-Governors  and  Captains- General  of  the  Low 

"  Countries,  &c.  &c. 
'•  A  faction,  by  which  the  kingdom  of  France  has,  for  four  years,  been  torn  afunder, 
*f  has  juft  prevailed  on  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  fanction  a  declaration  of  war 
"  againft  his  Apoftolical  majefty,  our  honoured  lord  and  nephew.  The  firft  acts  of  hof- 
M  tility  feem  to  be  directed  againft  thefe  provinces;  and  the  enemies  of  ail  order  and 
"  power,  who  are  meditating  an  aggreftion  (o  unjuft,  found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  on 
"  the  fpirit  of  party  which  was  unfortunately  difleminated  during  the  late  troubles. 

"  We 
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',*  We  will  carefully  attend  to  the  defence  of  thofe  provinces  with  the  government  of 
*•  which  we  are  entruftei!,  relying  with  confidence  on  the  protection  of  the  Lord  of 
**  Hofts,  who  is  pleafed  to  manifeff  the  effects  of  his  omnipotence  in  favour  of  ihofe  who 
••  are  infpired  with  a  facred  refpecl  for  the  laws,  and  for  all  powers  by  him  ordained  on 
*4  the  earth  for  the  government  of  human  focietiesj 

"  We  flatter  ourfelves  that  every  clafs  of  citizens  will  be  animated  with  one  fpirit,  and" 
"  that  they  will  vigilantly  attend  to  the  maintenance  of  internal  tranquillity,  and  the 
'*  preservation  of  property,  while  we  order  to  the  frontiers  part  of  his  majefty's  troops, 
*'  full  of  glory,  and  crowned  by  viclory  under  the  two  laft  reigns  ;  until  the  league, 
"  formed  between  feveral  great  powers,  fhall  oppofe  a  mound  to  the  torrent  of  finifter 
'*  projecls  which  menace  the  overthrow  of  Europe. 

"  We  owe  it  to  the  faithful  fubjecls  of  his  majefty,  to  inform  them  of  the  meafures 
*'  which  we  have  adopted,  during  a  whole  year,  in  hopes  of  remaining  at  peace  with 
"  France;  and  to  warn  them  of  the  innumerable  calamities  which  our  enemies  are  ea- 
*'  ger  to  fpread  and  perpetuate,  under  the  fpecious  veil  of  a  chimerical  liberty,  offered  to 
"  a  credulous  multitude  by  an  impious  feet  of  innovators,  fol-dlfant  philosophers,  as  the 
"  infallible  refult  of  their  mad  projects.  Their's  is  not  to  war  with  the  princes  of  the 
"  earth,  but  againft  the  religion  of  our  anceftors,  againft  focial  order,  againft  profperity, 
«'  and  againft  all  the  comforts  which  naturally  flow  from  it.  They  have  already,  by 
"  the  adoption  of  their  abfurd  fyftems,  plunged  their  country  into  all  the  horrors  of 
*'  anarchy.  Jealous  of  the  profperity  of  thofe  nations  who  ftill  enjoy  the  fruits  of  fo- 
"  cial  order,  they  have  formed,  for  their  own  protection,  the  barbarous  project  of  in- 
**  fpiring  them  with  a  fimilar  delirium  of  propagating  their  errors,  and  with  them  all  the 
"  calamities  with  which  the  kingdom  of  France  is  at  this  time  afflicted. 

"  They  have  been  during  a  whole  year  meditating  and  inventing  pretexts  for  the  ag- 
«'  greflion  on  which  they  had  refolved.  Having  driven  away  from  thebofom  of  France, 
**  by  dint  of  perfecutions,  all  thofe  citizens  who  were  attached  to  the  eftablifhed  religion, 
"  and  to  the  prerogative,  hitherto  held  facred  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
"  they  have  attempted  to  prevent  them  from  enjoying,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  the 
"  fweets  of  hofpitality,  which  men  reciprocally  owe  to  each  other.  We  have  been  ex- 
"  tremely  careful  not  to  afford  the  flighted:  grounds  of  complaint,  refolved  not  to  meddle, 
"  in  the  leaft  degree,  with  the  political  government  of  any  neighbouring  ftates.  We  have 
"  taken  care  to  prevent  any  thing  that  fhould  be  attempted,  or  even  written,  in  thofe 
"  provinces,  againft  the  constitution  juft  eftablifhed  in  France  ;  and,  as  a  reward  for  our 
"  ftnci  attention  to  the  laws  of  good  neighbourhood,  a  horde  of  factious  vagabonds  has 
41  beenaif'-mbledonour  frontiers,  refolved  on  the  execution  of  the  moft  infernal  plots.  The 
"  moft  infamous  writings  j  inft  religion,  and  againft  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the 
•'  fovereign,  have  been  dilperted  in  thele  provinces  :  thefe  writings  were  fubftantially 

««  the; 
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"  the  fame  as  the  fpeeches  delivered  in  the  midft  of  authorifed  focieties,  in  which  the  moft 
"  atrocious  crimes  have  been  recommended  as  virtues,  with  a  view  to  natter  the  crimi- 
**  nal  propeniitics  of  a  fet  of  men,  in  hopes  of  reconciling  them  to  a  fyftem,  which  in 
"  hiJlory  will  be  the  difgrace  of  the  prefent  generation. 

"  All  our  remonurances  on  this  fubjecT:  have  been  made  in  vain  ;  and  whilft  we  paid 
"  the  greateft  attention  to  complaints  relative  to  armaments  which  had  no  exiftence,  and 
««  to  pretended  infults  offered  to  Frenchmen,  all  kinds  of  exceffes  have  been  multiplied 
"  againft  the  fubjedts  of  his  majefty,  and  committed  on  his  territories,  and  we  have  never 
*'  obtained,  on  fo  many  fubjects  of  complaint,  any  thing  more  than  promifes  of  fatisfac- 
"  tion,  which  have  in  no  inftancebeen  performed  ;  and  when  we  have,  on  our  part,  ex- 
"  erciled  that  vigilance,  which  was  become  neceffary  on  the  conduct:  of  emiffaries,  who, 
•*'  it  was  boafted  openly,  were  fent  into  thefe  provinces  on  purpofe  to  excite  infurrections 
*'■  and  create  anarchy,  we  have  been  infulted  for  having  taken  thofe  precautions,  which 
*'  were  con ftrued  into  attempts  againft  the  fafety  and  the  liberty  of  the  French  travellers. 
"  On  the  other  hand,  we  were  applauded  for  having  given  orders  to  prevent  the  affem- 
"  blingof  the  unfortunate  French  gentlemen  who  had  emigrated  from  the  kingdom,  and 
"  to  oblige  them  to' conform  moft  ftriclly  to  the  laws  of  fimple  hofpitality,  in  order  to 
■"  preclude  the  poffibility  of  their  arming,  and  forming  themfelves  into  a  military  corps. 

"  Thefe  meafures,  which  France  feems  now  to  have  forgotten,  were  quoted  to  the 
"  princes  of  the  empire  as  an  example  proper  for  them  to  imitate  in  theirrefpect.iveft.ates, 
"  and  with  which  the  defpotic  agents  of  the  French  government  would  be  fatisfied. 

"  We  ihall  avoid  taking  notice  of  all  the  calamities  with  which  France  is  afflidted — 
«'  we  fhould  leave  to  time  the  difclofnre  of  the  machinations  perpetually  recommended 
"  by  a  fet  of  infidious  wri'crs  in  their  dangerous  publications,  were  it  not  evident  that, 
tl  at  the  moment  of  tli  [\  fonded  aggreffion  againft  thefe  provinces,  a  refolution  is  taken 
"  to  fpread  the  poifou  oi  a  feduclive  illufion  on  the  pretended  advantages  of  the  French 
«'  conflitution,  with  a  >.-W  to  make  thofe  partakers  of  it  who  may  be  deluded  by  this 
*'  means ;  but  it  is  neceffary  i-hat  the  people  who  are  confided  to  our  government  be  re- 
«'  minded  anc]  informed,  that  the  kingdom  of  France  groans  at  this  time,  in  the  name  of 
"  liberty;  under  the  moft  hateful  flavery,of  every  fpecies  of  vice,  of  the  moft  unbridled 
"  pafliop.s,  and  of  a  fpecies  of  anarchy  which  is  without  example;  that  rights  and  pro- 
"  pcrty  are  aboliihed ;  tbaf  the  holy  religion  which  we  profefs  is  there  trodden  under 
*'  foot ;  that  altars  ^re  profaned  and  polluted  ;  that  their  true  minifters  are  deprived  of 
•"their  j',!.  :^>'>">  ill  treated^  perfecuted  even  in  their  retreats  among  foreign  nations,  and 
"replaced  by  intruders,  who  have  no  miffion  from  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  ;  that 
"  th<  1  aftorsof  t^e  people  have  even  been  deprived  of  thediftincYive  veftments  by  which 
«<  tl  e y  were  ;.  -  ,  their  n.-ks  ;  that,  in  a  monftrous  code,  fights  have  been  extolled 
-"  which  man  cannot  enjoy  in  fociety,    and  which  he  tacitly  renounces,  by  being  born 

"  in 
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44  In  civilized  afToci  iriotts  ;  that,  purfbant  to  thofe  chimeru«.l  rights,  attempts  have  been 
"  m;<.ie  to  abol  overturn*  and  confound  thofe  real  rights  which  have  been  tranfmitted 
"  under  the  prote&ion  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  from  generation  to  ge- 
'•  neration,  to  thofe  venerable  clafTes  to  which  the  French  nation  had,  in  every  refpect, 
44  the  higheft  obligations  ;  that  real  property  has  given  way  to  the  name,  by  feizing  the 
•'  eflates  of  thofe  who  had  been  folemnly  inverted  with  them  by  time,  by  the  laws,  and 
41  by  an  uninterrupted  poiTcffion.  an  hundred  times  renewed  and  confirmed  by  the  true 
"  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  ;  and  all  this  under  the  deceitful  colour  of  an  equality  of 
4<  chimeiical  rights,  not  exifting  in  fa£t,  and  annihilated,  if  it  could  for  a  moment  exift, 
44  by  that  variety  of  character,  impreffed  on  all  mankind  at  their  birth,  by  which  they 
44  fhare,  in  very  unequal  proportions,  moral  faculties,  the  very  difproportion  of  which 
44  has  always  determined,  and  will  ever  determine,  the  afcendancy  of  genius,  ftrength, 
44  patience,  induftry,  and  economy,  over  the  oppofite  qualities,  together  with  all  the  ad- 
44  vantages  which  may  lawfully  arife  from  them,  and  which  may  be  transferred  like 
44  every  other  fpecies  of  property. 

44  Finally,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  faithful  fubjefts  of  his  majefty  be  informed,  that, 
44  whilft  pains  are  taken  to  extol  the  pretended  glory  and  profperity  of  the  kingdom  of 
44  France,  lately  the  moft  flourifhing  in  Europe,  there  is  riow  no  commerce,  no  circula- 
44  tion  of  fpecie  or  goods,  no  public  force,  no  juftice,  no  police  ;  and  that  the  pbilofophi- 
44  cal  perfecutors  of  all  thofe  who  are  not  of  their  fe£r,  know  no  bounds  to  their  ex« 
*4  ceiTes,  which  they  excite  their  people  to  commit,  except  a  fatiety  of  crimes. 

44  Who,  after  this,  could  be  fo  blind  or  ftupid  as  to  place  the  leaft  confidence  in  the: 
44  promifes,  and  in  the  infidious  afTurances  made  by  thefe  tyrants,  to  thofe  nations  whom 
44  they  wifh  to  lubdue,  that  they  will  refpeel  their  property,  their  religion,  tlreir  rights, 
44  their  privileges,  and  their  conftitution  ? — tyrants,  who,  fince  they  have  ufupped  the 
44  public  power  and  force  In  France,  have  trodden  under  foot,  with  an  effrontery  and  au- 
44  dacity  hitherto  unheard-of,  the  moft  folemn  public  treaties,  all  rights,  human  and 
44  divine,  and  every  thing  which  is  held  moft  facred  over  all  the  world  ;  who,  the  mo- 
44  ment  they  fhould  become  mailers  of  one  province,  would  feize,  as  they  have  in  their- 
44  own  country,  the  eftates  of  the  clergy  and  the  nobility,  and  the  property  of  the 
44  citizens. 

44  Once  more,  having  never  had  any  inclination  to  meddle  with  the  internal  govern-  • 
44  ment  of  any  neighbouring  ftate,  we  fhould  not  have  entered  on  thefe  affh&mg  details,, 
44  relative  to  objects  which  are  foreign  to  the  government  with  which  we  are  entrusted, 
44  were  it  not  that  French  writings  and  French  emifiaries,  and  even  the  recent  a£f.s  of 
44  the  new  legiflature  of  France,  have  a  tendency  to  render  univerfal  a  fyftem  of  innova-' 
44  tion,  whetht  r  or  bid  for  the   French  nation,  certainly  and  decidedly   ruinous   to 

44  the  people  under  go  nt ;  bscaufe  it   is  fubverhve  of  all  that  political  organiza- 

44-tion 
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"  tior.  delineated  by  a  conftitvftion,  which  they  love,  which  the  fovereigti  has  engaged  to 
*'  maintain,  and  oi\  which  the  happinefs  of  Belgium  has  for  ages  been  founded. 

"  It  was  our  duty  to  warn  the  people  of  the  imminent  dangers  with  which  they  are 
<l  threatened.  We  have  laid  before  them  truths  which  all  well-meaning  perfons  will  ac- 
"  knowledge  to  be  ftriking  ;  and  they  will,  of  courfe,  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
■*•  maintain  peace  and  public  tranquillity  within  thefe  provinces;  and  we  /hall  confider 
"  thofe  as  enemies  to  the  ftate,  and  treat  them  as  fuch,  whofhall  attempt  to  dillurb  them. 

(Signed)  "  Marie  Albert. 

(Counteriigned)  "  Baron  de  Feliz." 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  April  three  bodies  of  French  troops  entered  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  in  different  parts.  Ten  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  M. 
Theobald  Dillon,  was  directed  to  march  from  Lifle  to  Tournay.  Another  of  ten  thou- 
sand men,  under  lieutenant-general  Biron,  was  to  prefent  itfelf  before  Mons,  in  order  to 
prove  the  difpofitions  of  the  Auftrian  foldiers,  and  ftill  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  from  whom  confiderable  aid  was  expected  ;  and  a  third  detachment,  of  twelve 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  M.  Carl,  was  to  proceed  to  Furnes.  Valen- 
ciennes was  the  general  rendezvous  for  the  troops  which  marfhal  Rochambeau  was  to 
<lraw  from  the  garrifens,  to  fupport  thofe  under  M.  Biron. 

At  Tournay  M.  Dillon  found  aftrong  body,  under  general  count  d'Happencourt,  ready- 
to  receive  him,  and  ftrongly  pofted.  The  national  troops,  not  yet  accuftomed  to  fuftain 
the  fire  of  regular  foldiers,  were  thrown  into  diforder  almoft  on  the  firft  attack.  The 
general  made  every  exertion  to  reduce  them  to  their  duty,  and  was  obferved  in  the  front 
of  the  line,  exhorting  them  to  keep  their  ranks.  Unfortunately,  in  the  midft  of  the 
confufion,  fome  perfon,  actuated  either  by  cowardice  or  treachery,  exclaimed — "  Sauve 
"  qui  peut'LX  /"  and  the  voice  appearing  to  proceed  immediately  from  the  fpot  where  M. 
Dillon  flood,  a  general  cry  of — "  Treafon,  treafon  !  we  are  betrayed!"  fpread  from 
rank  to  rank  ;  the  panic  became  univerfal,  and  the  whole  party  fled  before  the  purfuers 
in  the  utmeft  diforder,  even  to  the  gates  of  Lifle.  M.  Dillon,  was  murdered  almoft  as 
loon  as  he  entered  the  city.  A  near  relation  of  this  unfortunate  general,  an  eye-witnefsj 
of  the  tranfa&ion,  gives  the  following  account : 

"  At  a  place'near  the  town  I  met  four  dragoons,  who,  as  foon  as  they  faw  me,  made 
'•  figns  by  their  fa'ores  for  me  to  return,  crying  that  all  was  loft  :  that  the  army  had  been 
**  betrayed,  and  cut  in  pieces.  I  begged  them  not  to  fpread  the  alarm  in  the  town,  but 
-«•'  firft  to  acquaint  general  Daumont  and  the  principal  officers  of  it.     They  foon  left  me 

21  Save  themfelves  who  can ! 

"  behind 
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"  behind.  I  returned  into  town  with  a  man  without  a  uniform,  who  related  that 
"  his  comrade  was  killed  by  his  fide  :  with  him  was  an  officer  of  the  national  guards,  on 
"  a  horfe  belonging  to  one  of  the  artillery  carriages,  who  alfo  cried  out  that  all  was  loft, 
"  betrayed,  and  cut  to  pieces;  but  he  could  not  give  any  detail  of  particulars. 

"  I  took  my  domeftic  with  me,  and  returned  again  on  foot  to  the  gate  of  Fiffe.  The 
t(  ftreet  was  full  of  foldiers  and  national  guards,  who  impeded  the  paffage  of  the  cuiral- 
"  fiers,  who  began  to  enter  in  crowds  with  great  diforder.  The  Swifs  of  Diefback,  who 
"guarded  the  gate,  had  erected  fome  works,  and  ftationed  patroles  on  the  outfide ;  in 
»•  the  mean  time  the  cavalry  entered,  raifing  the  cry  of  Treafon  !  Ariftocrate  !  and  a  la 
•'  lanterne  ! 

"  The  confufion  now  became  general ;  many,  without  knowing  who  commanded,  de- 
f  manded  the  head  of  Rochambeau  :  I  then  went  to  the  fuburbs  ;  the  infantry  now  pre- 
"  fented  themfelves,  but  in  fmall  numbers  ;  the  road  was  covered  with  cavaliers,  all  cry- 
"  ing  treafon  ;  not  one  wounded,  not  even  a  horfe.  I  afked  many  officers  and  foldiers 
"  news  of  the  general ;  not  one  could  give  me  any  account  of  him.  An  officer  of  the 
V  cuiraffiers  faid,  that  he  was  furprized  to  hear  me  afk  news  of  a  general  who  had  led 

**  them  to  butchery.   The  deputy  marfhal  general  (M.  De  V )  faid,  that  M.  Dillon 

"  had  given  him  orders  to  charge  the  cavalry  :  as  foon  as  he  perceived  the  enemy,  he 
"  found  them  retiring,  and  in  general  confufion.  The  foldiers  informed  me  it  would  be 
"  imprudent  to  advance  farther;  that  the  Auftrian  huflars  prefled  them  clofely  :  I  flop- 
**  ped  fome  time,  and  advanced  again.  I  had  not  yet  heard  the  report  of  a  fuflee,  nor  feen 
•'  a  huflar,  nor  any  perfon  that  had  feen  one.  The  road  was  now  crowded  with  carts  of 
"  baggage  and  peafantry,  who  fled  with  their  moveables  into  the  town.  I  again  return- 
"  ed :  the  confufion  was  now  very  great;  the  cry  of  lanterne!  of  Rochambeau!  of 
"  traitor !  ariftocrate!  and  noifes  from  every  fide.  The  infantry  now  began  to  enter, 
u  and  brought  in  three  or  four  Auftrians,  one  in  a  grey  uniform,  ftriped  with  green,  and 
"  the  others  in  round  frocks.  An  hundred  yards  from  the  gate,  they  hung  an  officer  of 
*'  engineers,  M.  Berthois,  fufpended  by  the  feet  with  cords.  I  faw  more  than  twenty 
"  fhots  through  his  body  ;  and  a  horfe-grenadier,  as  I  was  told,  give  him  a  cut  on  the 
"  head  with  his  fabre,  and  fired  a  piftol  at  his  breaft.  Then  the  national  guards  and  in- 
**  fantry  took  pofTeffion  of  him.  I  faw  one  of  the  Auftrian  prifoners  killed,  and  two. or 
*•  three  who  were  difpatched  trampled  under  feet,  and  their  bodies  run  through. 

"  I  heard  the  ridicule  and  the  barbarous  fhouts  of  the  foldiers,  and  faw  them  amufe 
"  themfelves  in  ftriking  the  dead  bodies  with  their  hands.  They  were  crowded  in  a 
"  wheel-barrow,  with  the  officer  of  engineers — I  fhudder  at  the  thought.  The  munici- 
"  pal  officers  arrived  with  a  cart,  in  which  they  placed  the  dead  bodies,  and  continued 
*•  to  abufe  them.  It  was  two  o'clock,  and  I  had  not  been  able  to  hear  th,  leaft  news  of 
*'  the  general,   or  the  a&ioo.     Not  a  wounded  man  had  yet  appeared  ;    and,   among  all 
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"  foldiers,  not  one  fecmed  tp  have  been  in  a  battle,  except  a  foot  foldier,  who  had  re- 
«'  ceived  fome  fliot  through  liis  hat. 

"  I  remained  In  the  ftreet  to  obferve  the  difpofitions  of  the  people.  About  four 
"o'clock  I  went  towards  FifFe  gate:  in  the  entrance  of  the  ftreet  the  agitation  was 
"  great,  and  the  howling  terrible.  At  laft  I  heard  the  cry  of  "  He's  coming,  he's  com- 
"  ing  !  To  the  lanterne!"  I  afked,  with  a  trembling  voice,  "Who?"  "Dillon," — they 
"  anfwered — "  the  traitor,  the  ariftocrate ;  we  are  going  to  tear  him  to  pieces  ;  he,  and 
*'  all  that  belong  to  him.  Rochambeau  muft  alfo  perifh,  and  all  the  nobility  in  the 
*'  army.  Dillon  is  coming  in  a  cabriole;  his  thigh  is  already  broken,  let  us  go  and  finifh 
"  him."  The  cabriole  foon  appeared  ;  the  general  was  in  it,  without  a  hat,  with  a  calm 
*'  and  firm  look  ;  he  was  efcorted  by  four  horfe  guards  ;  he  had  hardly  paffed  through 
"  the  gate,  when  more  than  a  hundred  bayonets  were  thurft.  into  the  cabriole,  amidft  the 
"  inoft  horrible  fhouts.  The  horfe  guards  made  ufe  of  their  fabres,  it  is  true,  but  I 
n  cannot  fay  whether  it  was  to  defend  themfelves,  or  to  protect  the  general.  The  man 
"  who  drove  the  cabriole  difappearedj,  the  horfe  plunged,  and  no  bayonets  had  yet  been 
"  fatal  ;  when  a  fhot  was  fired  into  the  carriage,  and  1  think  this  killed  M.  Dillon,  for  I 
*'  never  faw  him  move  afterwards.  He  was  taken  from  the  carriage,  and  thrown  into  the 
"  ftreet,  when  they  trampled  upon  his  body,  and  ran  athoufand  bayonets  through  it.  I 
"  neither  heard  from  him  complaints  or  groans. 

?'  Between  feven  and  eight  o'clock  I  went  to  the  market-place,  where  a  great  fire  was 
"  lighted,  into  which  his  body  was  thrown.  French  foldiers  danced  round  the  burning 
*•  body  of  their  general  : — this  barbarous  fcene  was  intermixed  with  the  moft  favage 
**  howlings.  Parties  of  Swifs  were  pafling  and  repafling  in  good  order  during  this  atro- 
"  cious  fcene,  with  the  greateft  indignation  painted  in  their  countenances.  The  fifter 
M  of  the  general  was  alfo  threatened  ;  fhe  changed  her  abode  four  times,  being  warned  of 
"  her  danger  ;  nobody  dared  to  fhelter  her  in  their  houfes;  however  the  night  was  paffed 
"  in  tranquillity."  The  news  of  thefe  atrocities  were  received  in  the  capital  with  a  uni- 
verfal  fenfation  of  horror;  nor  was  the  army  under  M.  la  Fayette  lefs  earneft,  in  ex- 
prefling  its  abhorrence,  and  in  demanding  juftice  on  the  murderers. 

The  only  one  of  the  three  parties  which  fucceeded,  was  that  under  M.  Carl,  and 
which  confifled  of  only  fourteen  hundred  infantry  and  two  hundred  and  forty  cavalry. 
This  fmall  party  prefentcd  themfelves,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  before  Furnes,  and 
h  e  commander  defired  a  conference  with  the  magiftrates ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  in- 
formed them,  that  the  French  were  not  come  to  make  war  on  the  Flemings,  but  to  treat 
them  as  friends  and  brothers.  The  magiftrates  offered  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the  gates, 
but  this  was  declined.  The  failure  of  the  general  plan  obliged  M.  Carl  to  retreat  to 
G  hywilde,  and  foon  after  to  Dunkirk,  with  no  other  fruit  from  his  expedition. 

It 
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It  was  concerted  in  the  French  cabinet,  that  all  the  troops  fhould  be  in  motion  about 
the  fame  time,  and  form,  if  poffible,  a  general  rendezvous  in  the  centre  of  the  Auftriaa 
Netherlands.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  M.  la  Fayette  was  to  be  at  Givet  by  the  thirtieth 
•of  the  month  ;  the  orders  only  reached  him  on  the  twenty- fourth^  and  though  he  was  in* 
nioft  refpe£ts  very  ill  appointed,  he,  by  great  exertions,  provided  feventy-eight  pieces  of 
cannon  by  the  twenty-fixth,  and  on  the  fame  day  difpatched  a  large  body,  with  the  con- 
voy of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Ml  Narbonne,  late  minifter  of  war,  to  penetrate 
by  forced  marches  to  Givet.  The  reft  of  the  troops  arrived  without  lofs  on  the  appoint- 
ed day.  On  the  firft  of  May,  major-general  Gouvion  took  poft  at  Bouvines,  half  way 
to  Namur,  and  every  thing  appeared  to  confpire  to  crown  this  expedition  with  fuo- 
ccfs  The  failure  of  M.  M.  Biron  and  Dillon,  however  rendered  it  utterly  fruitlefs, 
though  M.  la  Fayette  continued  to  retaiu  his  poft,  and  even  flowly.  to  advance  upon 
the   enemy. 

So  ill  concerted  had  the  measures  of  the  French  miniftry  been,  that  M.  Rochambeau 
complained,  that  the  plan  ot  M.  Bon's  expedition  was  publifhed  in  all  the  journals  be- 
fore he  knew  it  officially  ;  and  he  fays,  in  his  letter,  to  the  king,  that  '*  The  minifters, 
*'  and  particularly  the  minifter  of  war,  wifhed  to  play  the  whole  game,  and  made  him 
«'  only  a  piece  to  be  moved  about  at  will."  On  this  account,  and  becaufe  he  difapproved 
of  offenfive  war,  he  defired  permiffion  to  refign  ;  and,  after  fome  delay,  marfhal  Lack- 
ner  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  northern  army  in  his  ftead* 

Notwithftanding  the  repulfe  of  the  French  northern  army,  on  their  attempt  to  pene- 
trate the  Auftrian  frontier,  it  was  fome  time  before  the  enemy  was  in  a  condition  to  re- 
taliate. On  the  feventeenth  of  May,  a  body  of  Auftrians,  to  the  amount  of  three 
thoufand,  attacked  Bavai,  and  took  the  garrifon,  amounting  to  eighty  men,  priibners : 
but  intelligence  was  no  fooner  brought  of  the  attack,  than  M.  Noailles,  with  a  vanguard 
of  cavalry,  was  fent  to  the  relief  of  the  town  Marfhal  Luckner  in  perfon  accompa- 
nied this  advanced  guard  ;  and  marfhal  Rochambeau  followed  to  fupport  him  with  a  body 
of  infantry.  The  expedition  of  the  Auftrians  was,  however,  only  a  predatory  excur- 
fion,  and  they  had  retreated  two  hours  before  the  arrival  of  M.  Luckner,  and  took  with 
them  a  quantity  of  forage,  which,  in  effect,  appeared  to  be  their  principal  object. 

On  the  twenty-third,  M.  Gouvion  was  attacked  at  Hamphine,  near  Florennes,  by  a 
force  fuperior  to  his  own,  which  amounted  to  only  four  thoufand  men.  The  Auftrian 
advanced  guard  were  twice  repulfed  ;  but  M  Gouvion  oDierving  the  great  fuperionty  of 
the  en  my,  gave  ord-  rs  rodilpatch  his  camp  equipage  to  Philipville  ;  and  this  was  effect- 
ed with  the  lofs  of  only  twenty  tents,  which  he  had  not  the  means  of  tranfporting. 
After  this  precaution,  M.  Gouvion  effected  a  retreat  with  the  utmoft  regularity.     The 
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French  in  this  action  had  twenty-four  killed  and  fixty- three  wounded,  and  loft  three 
pieces  of  cannon.  « 

On  the  eleventh  of  June,  the  Auftrians  attacked  the  advanced  guard  of  M.  la  Fayette, 
at  Grifelle,  near  Maubeugc  ;  but  M.  Gouvion,  who  commanded,  aware  of  their  defigii, 
difpatched  his  camp  equipage  to  Maubeuge,  and  began  a  retreating  fight,  in  which  his 
infantry  was  conftantly  covered  by  the  hedges,  and  the  enemy's  columns  fuffbred  conft- 
derably  from  his  canron.  A  violent  hurricane  prevented  the  main  body  from  hearing 
the  fignals;  but  as  foon  as  the  news  arrived  at  the  camp,  a  con fidcrable  reinforcement 
was  conducted  by  M.  Narbonne  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy;  while  M.  la  Fayette  him- 
felf  advanced  with  the  main  army.  The  Auftrians  abandoned  the  field,  and  a  part  of 
their  killed  and  wounded,  to  the  French,  who  purfued  them  more  than  a  league  beyond 
the  ground  of  their  advanced  guard,  which  again  too!;  pofleffion  of  its  former  pqft. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  action  the  lieutenant  colonels  of  the  regiment  of  Cote  d'Or  were 
killed ;  and  M.  Gouvion,  enraged  that  an  ammunition  cheft  did  not  come  up  in  time, 
went  to  expedite  it,  with  a  huflar,  towards  a  houfe  not  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  there 
by  a  moft  fatal  accident  was  killed  by  a  rolling  Ihot. 

The  concerns  of  the  war,  and  the  contefls  of  party,  occupied  the  National  Aflembly 
fo  completely,  that  little  was  effected  in  the  bufinefs  of  legislation  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year.  The  decree  which  ordered  the  burning  of  the  parchments,  writings, 
and  pictures,  relative  to  the  pedigrees  of  the  nobility,  was  a  farther  inftance  of  that  tri- 
fling fpirit,  fo  utterly  difgraceful  to  the  legiflature  of  a  great  nation,  which  they  already 
had  frequently  evinced.  A  decree  pafled  about  the  fame  period,  for  educating,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  nation,  thofe  children  who  had  been  fent  from  Saint  Domingo  to  France, 
but  whofe  parents  or  relations  had  been  difabled  by  the  troubles  from  remitting  money 
for  their  fuppoi  t,  was  truly  laudable.  Some  laws  were  alfo  made  refpecting  the  crime  of 
defertion,  which,  unlefs  we  confider  them  as  adapted  entirely  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
time,  mm  be  accounted  too  fevere  for  even  the  military  code  of  a  free  country.  The  de- 
cree, however,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  privateering,  was  calculated  in  every  view  to  refle<5t 
honour  on  a  civilized  nation.  War  is  a  ftate  fo  naturally  pregnant  with  evil,  as  to  in- 
-duce  the  benevolent  mind  to  wifli  for  every  mitigation  of  its  calamities  ;  and  the  plun- 
der of  individuals  is  a  fhameful  practice,  calculated  entirely  to  pervert  the  morals  of 
a  people. 

On  the  resignation  of  M.  de  Grave,  which  foon  followed  the  unfortunate  affair  of 
M.  Dillon,  M.  Servan,  another  violent  Jacobin,,  was  added  to  the  miniftry,  which  in  the 
beginning  of  Ma)  was  entirely  compofed  of  that  p^rty,  who  were  indefatigable  in  ex- 
citing tire  fufpicious  and  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  factious  metropolis.     The  exiftenoe  of 
what  they  termed  an  Auftrian  committee,  or  a  combination  of  courtiers  to  betray  the 
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public  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  was  openly  afTerted  ;  and  as  the  ex-minifters,  M.  M.  Mont- 
morin  and  Bertrand  were  charged  with  being  at  the  bead  of  this  combination  they  deter- 
mined on  the  profecution  of  their  calumniators.  An  unfortunate  ftep,  which  was  taken 
by  M.  la  Riviere,  a  judge  of  the  peace,  in  citing  M.  M.  Chabot,  Bazire,  and  Merlin, 
three  deputies  of  the  Affembly,  and  among  the  moft  clamorous  of  the  detractors  of  M. 
Montraorin,  to  appear  before  him,  rather  injured  the  caufe  it  was  meant  to  ferve.  A 
decree  of  accufation  was  pafled  againft  M.  la  Riviere,  and  M.  M.  Genfonne  and  Briflot 
undertook  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  an  Auftrian  committee. 

A  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated,  that,  on  the  twenty-third  of  May,  the  king  in- 
tended fecretly  to  abfeond  from  Paris ;  and  to  ftrengthen  the  fiction,  M.  Petion,  the 
mayor,  wrote  to  the  commandant-general  of  the  national  guard,  communicating  his  fuf- 
picions,  and  entreating  him  to  employ  every  meafure  of  obfervation  and  prudence.  The 
letter  of  M.  Petion  produced  an  immediate  reply  from  the  king,  directed  to  the  munici- 
pality of  Paris.  His  majefly  treats  the  report  as  a  new  and  horrible  calumny,  intended 
only  to  excite  the  people  to  infurrection,  and  to  force  him  to  quit  the  capital — He  how- 
ever affures  them,  that  the  efforts  of  thefe  traitors  mall  be  in  vain. — "  While  France," 
—fays  he—"  has  enemies  to  encounter  at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  in  the  capital  my.  poft 
11  is  to  be  eftablifhed. —  I  commit  myfelf " — he  adds—"  without  referve  to  the  citizens 
"  of  Paris  and  the  national  guard— furrounded  by  them,  and  ftrong  in  the  purity  of  my 
"  intentions,  I  fhall  wrap  myfelf  up  in  tranquillity,  fearlefs  of  all  events,  &c." 

That  the  king,  harafTed  as  he  was  by  the  factions  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  intrigues 
of  the  Jacobins,  might  indeed  meditate  a  fecond  flight,  is  by  no  means  improbable  ;  that, 
even  fuppofing  the  fufpicion  not  well  founded,  M.  Petion  might  receive  information  to 
that  effect,  either  from  ill-intentioned  or  credulous  perfons,  is  equally  to  be  believed  ; 
but,  in  either  cafe,  the  evidence  on  which  the  fact  refted  fhould  have  been  brought  for- 
ward ;  the  cafe  fhould  have  been  elucidated  by  every  poflible  means,  fince  an  accufation, 
unfupported  by  proof,  muft,  according  to  every  law  of  evidence,  be  deemed  a  calumny. 

Notwithftanding  the  defe£t  of  evidence  which  wc  have  juft  noticed,  the  king's  inten- 
tion to  withdraw  himfelf  appears  to  have  obtained  fome  degree  of  credit  ?  and  as  the 
body  guard  which  had  been  allotted  to  the  king  by  the  conftitutipn  was  particularly  fuf- 
pected  of  incivifm,  it  was  difbanded  by  a  decree  of  the  Affembly  on  the  thirtieth  of  May, 
and  the  province  of  defending  the  peribn  of  the  king  was  committed  to  the  national 
guard  of  Paris. 

The  refufal  of  the  king  to  fanction  the  decree  againfl  the  non-juring  clergy,  only 
ferved  to  provoke  a  meafure  of  ftill  greater  feverity  and  cruelty  againft  thefe  unhappy 
perfons.  On  the  twenty- fixth  of  May  a  decree  was  paffed,  authoring  the  baniihment 
-of  any  non-juring  prieft,  on  a  petition  prefented  to  the  directory  of  the  diftrict  by  twen- 
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ty  citizens.  The  ecclefiaftic  was,  in  fuch  cafe,  to  declare  to  what  foreign  country  he 
meant  to  retire,  when  lie  was  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  paflport,  and  to  quit  the  diftridk 
within  twenty-four  hours.  To  this  decree  aifo  the  king,  after  fome  deliberation, 
affixed  his  veto. 

The  national  guard  of  Paris  did  not  cfcape  the  fufpicions  of  the  republican  party. 
They  ftill  feared,  or  affected  to  fear,  the  Auftrian  committee  ;  it  was  therefore  propofed, 
on  the  fjxth  of  June,  by  the  military  committee — "  That  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand 
"  men  fhould  be  formed  under  the  walls  of  Paris;  that,  to  complete  this  levy,  every 
"  canton  in  the  kingdom  fhould  be  obliged  to  contribute  five  men,  one  of  whom  was  to 
"  be  a  horfeman  ;  and  that  they  were  to  affemble  at  Paris  before  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
**  the  day  of  the  celebration  of  the  general  confederation,  at  which,  to  augment  their 
**  patriotifm,  they  were  to  affift."  This  propofal,  which  was  firft  fuggefted  by  the  mini- 
fter  of  war,  was  received  with  infinite  diffatisfacYion  by  the  national  guard  and  volun- 
teers of  Paris ;  and,  as  the  object  did  not  efcape  the  penetration  of  the  court,thc  king  re- 
fufed  to  faruStion  the  decree. 

A  propofal  about  this  time  was  made  to  the  National  AfTembly,  by  the  fe&ion  or 
Croix  Rouge,  that,  as  the  neceffity  was  urgent  for  arming  the  whole  nation,    in   the 
prefent  critical  moment,  and  as  the  fcarcity  of  fire-arms,  and  their  immenfe  price,  pre- 
vented many  patriotic  citizens  from  obtaining  a  fupply  ;    the  deputation   requefted    the 
AfTembly  to  order  an  immediate  fabrication  of  pikes  throughout  the  kingdom. 

On  the  twelfth  of  June  the  king  announced  to  the  AfFembly,  in  the  following  letter^ 
the  difmiflion  of  the  Jacobin  miniftry  : 

rtI  pray  you,  Mr.  Prefident,  to  inform  the  National  AfTembly,  that  I  have  juftchang- 
44  ed  the  fecretaries  of  the  war  department,  of  the  home  department,  and  the  miniftcr  of 
*'  the  public  contributions.  The  two  firft  are  replaced  by  MefTrs.  Dumourier  (late  for 
"  foreign  affairs)  and  Morgues;  the  third  has  as  yet  no  fucceffor.  The  French  minifter 
"  at  Deux  Ponts  is  to  fucceed  M.  Dumourier  in  the  foreign  department.  I  will  have 
11  the  conftitution,  but  I  will  have  order  too,  and  exertion  in  every  branch  of  the  ad- 
"  miniftration :  all  my  efforts  fhall  be  directed  towards  that  end. 

(  Signed  )  "  Louis. 

( Counterfigned  )  "  Duranton." 

Previous  to  his  difmiflion,  M.  Roland  had  written  a  letter  to  the  king,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  to  prefs  him  to  fandtion  the-decrees  concerning  the  baniihment  of  the  refrac- 
tory clergy,  and  the  camp  near  Paris.  M.  Roland  alfo  blamed  the  conduct  of  the  king's 
guard  ;  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  his  proclamation  on  its  diffolution,  in  which  he  ex- 
preffed  the  high  fatisfa&ion  he  had  derived  from  its  fervices,  was  an  impolitic  meafure. 

As 
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As  a  private  communication  to  the  king,  the  letter  of  M.  Roland  might  be  calculated  to 
do  good  ;  but  every  means  were  now  employed  to  render  the  king  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  Marat  had  even  exhorted  the  populace  to  murder  their  fovereign.  The  moft  fe- 
ditious  addreffes  were  received  by  the  AfTembly.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fuburb  of 
Saint  Antoine,  accompanied  by  immenfe  crowds  of  the  lower  rank  from  all  parts,  and  all 
armed  with  pikes,  and  headed  by  M.  Santerre,  a  brewer,  on  the  ninth  of  June,  prefent- 
ed  to  the  Aflembly  an  addrefs,  congratulatory  on  the  decree  for  the  camp;  and  twenty 
thoufand  armed  men,  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws,  filed  off  through  the  AfTembly. 

M.  la  Fayette  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  AfTembly,  dated  from  the  camp  at  Maubeuge, 
the  fixteenth  of  June,  in  which  he  draws  a  very  formidable  picture  of  the  dangerous  fi- 
tuation  in  which  the  nation  was  placed  by  the  attempts  of  its  enemies,  foreign  and  do- 
meftic  ;  he  unreils  the  criminal  defigns  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  attributes  to  that 
fource  of  faction  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  public  calamities  :  he,  at  the  fame  time, 
addreffed  a  letter  to  the  king,  expreffive  of  fimilar  fentiments.  Dumourier  made  a  pofi- 
tive  demand  of  the  king,  either  to  fan&ion  the  decree  for  the  camp  near  Paris,  or  to  ac- 
cept his  refignation.  The  king  remained  {ready  to  his  purpofe,  and  the  minifter  refigned, 
and  was  followed  by  M.  M.  Morgues,  La  Cofte,  &c.  On  the  eighteenth  of  June  a 
new  appointment  took  place  :  major-general  Chambon  was  appointed  to  the  affice  for 
foreign  affairs,  M.  Lajard,  minifter  of  war,  and  M.  Montciel,  prefident  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Jura,  was  appointed  minifter  of  the  interior;  the  department  of  finance  was 
ftill  kept  vacant.  M.  Dumourier,  in  a  letter  to  the  AfTembly,  requefted  permiffion  to 
repair  to  the  army  ;  and  concluded  by  wifhing  that  the  fate  of  Gouvion  might  fpeedily 
•demonftrate  his  attachment  to  his  country. 

On  the  fame  day,  theeighteenth  of  June,  the  Jacobins  declared  their  fittings  permanent. 
Nothing  could  equal  their  refentment  to  M.  la  Fayette.  Some  propofed  that  he  fhould 
be  fent  to  Orleans,  to  take  his  trial  as  a  traitor  ;  others  that  a  decree  fhould  be  pafled,  de- 
claring him  to  be  the  enemy  of  France,  and  that  confequently  every  citizen  had  a  right 
to  kill  him  ;  and  it  Was  finally  decreed,  that  the  National  Legiflative  AfTembly  fhould 
be  declared  an  Affemblee  Conjiituente.  While  fuch  were  the  debates  within  doors  at  the 
hall  of  the  Jacobins,  their  emiffaries  without  were  bufily  employed  in  exciting  the  peo- 
ple to  infurre&ion,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  their  endeavours  were  but  too  fuccefs- 
ful.  On  the  twentieth  of  June,  in  the  morning,  M.  Rcederer,  the  procureur  general 
Tyndic,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  National  AfTembly,  and  informed  them  that,  contrary 
to  the  laws,  there  exifted  in  the  city  and  fuburbs  the  moft  formidable  affbeiations  of  arm- 
ed men  ;  that  they  threatened  to  proceed  to  the  Thuilleries,  to  prefent  a  petition  in 
-arms,  both  to  the  king  and  the  AfTembly.  He  entreated  the  legiilature  not  to  receive 
them,  but  topreferve  the  laws  and  the  conftitution  inviolate. 
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While  the  A  (Terribly  was  debating  whether  this  unconftitutional  deputation  ftiould  \>e 
received  or  not,  an  immenfe  multitude,  with  M.  M.  Saint  Huruge  and  Santerre  at  their 
head,  prefcnted'themlelvcs  before  the  hall.  They  amounted,  by  their  own  report  to 
•  at  thoufand;  but  in  all  probability  they  were  ftill  more  numerous.  They  confided 
of  all  the  refufi?  of  Paris,  the  greater  part  of  them  women,  and  carried  banners  expref- 
five  of  the  mod  ihocking  purpofes,  one  of  which  was  a  heart  at  the  end  of  a  pike,  with 
an  infeription  beneath  it,  "  Cceur  d'un  Jriftocrate1*."  On  another,  "  Tyrans,tremblezy 
"  ou  foyez  jujies,  et  rcjpetlez  la  liberie du  pcuple23."  On  a  third,  •'  Louis,  Ic  peuple  ijt 
"  las  dfifouffrir  "*V  On  a  fourth,  "  Tremblez,  tyran,  ta  derniere heure  eft  venue"1*."  On 
a  fifth,  "  l4e  rappel  des  mini/ires,  la  fancl'ion,  ou  la  mort"10."  Other  banners  were  carried, 
ornamented  with  vile  allegorical  figures,  and  fuitable  inferiptions. 

From  the  National  Affembly  the  armed  multitude  went  to  the  palace,  where  there 
was  a  confiderable  number  of  troops  on  duty;  but  no  orders  having  been  given  to  refift, 
and  many  groups  of  the  multitude  who  formed  the  proceffion  being  conducted  bv  men 
drefled  in  municipal  fcarfs,  the  gardens  and  courts  of  the  Thuilleries  were  crowded  in  an 
inftant.     One  body  marched  with  more  regularity  than  the  reft,  dragging  fome  pieces  of 

cannon  with  them,  and  conducted  by  Santerre,  and   Legendre,   (formerly  a  butcher). 

The  multitude  foon  after  rufhed  into  every  apartment,  calling  aloud,  that  they  muft  fee 
the  king;  they  had  a  petition  to  prefent.     M.    Acloque,  commandant  of  the  fecond  le- 
gion of  national  guards,  having  placed   fome  grenadiers  at  the  door  of  the  apartments 
neareft  the  king's,  told  two  municipal  officers,  that  if  they  would  prevent  the  mob  from 
proceeding,    he  would   inform  the  king  of  their  requeft,  and  that  he  was  perfuaded  his 
majefty  would  receive  twenty  of  their  number,  according  to  the  law—He  then  went  to 
the  door  of  his  majelly's  apartment,  which  he  found  fhut — he  knocked,  and  begged  that  he 
.  might  be  inftantly  admitted,   faying,   that   he   came  to  fave  the  king's  life — The  door  of 
the  chamber  was  opened  ;  where  he  found  his  majefty,  the  queen,  the  prince,  the  princefs 
-  royal,  madame  Elizabeth  the  king's  fifter,  and  the  following  gentlemen  :  the  marcfchal 
:  de  Mounchy  ;  Beaulieu,  minifter  of.  the  finances;    Lajard,  minifter  of  war;   Terrier  de 
Montciel,  minifter  of  the  home  department;  the  count  d'Hervilly,  marefchal  de  camp, 
and  commander  of  the  horfe  guards. 

M.  Acloque,  perceiving  that  they  had  their  fwords  drawn,  and  feemed  determined  to 
facrifice  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  royal  family,  entreated  them  to  {heath  their  (words, 
as  by  irritating  the  people  they  would  only  encreafe  his  majefty's  danger.  In  a  fliort  time  a 
great  noife  was  heard  at  the  door,  the  rabble  wercbreaking  it  open,  with  pikes,  axes,  and 

**  The  heart  of  an  Ariftocrate.  23  Tyrants,  tremble,  or  be  juft,  and  refpedl  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

**  Lewis,  the  people  are  weary  of  fuffering.  *5  Tremble,  tyrant,  thy  laft  hour  is  come.  ?6  The  re- 

call of.  the  miaifters,  the  fanction,  or  death. 
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the  butt-ends  of  mufkets.  The  king  himfelf  ordered  the  doors  to  be  thrown  open:— 
before  this  was  done,  the  ends  of  fome  of  the  mufkets  and  pikes  had  been  driven  through 
the  door— twenty  or  thirtv  of  the  mob  burft  into  the  room.  M.  Acloqueaccofied  them 
with  a  firm  voice :  "  Citizens,  refpecf,  your  king — the  law  commands  it ;  and  we  will  all 
♦'  perifh  rather  than  fuffer  him  to  be  infulted." — One  of  the  company  at  the  fame  inftant 
callingout,  "  Vive  la nation!  Vive  le  Roi !"  the  intruders  flopped  fhcrt. 

It  was  then  propofed  to  the  king,  that  he  fhoufd  ftand  on  a  feat  in  the  room,  common- 
ly called  L'Oeil  de  Bceuf,  to  prevent  his  being  preffed  upon,  and  that  he  might  be  ken 
by  the  people,  who  were  entering  in  great  numbers;  to  which  he  confented.  The 
queen,  at  the  king's  defire,  with  the  royal  children,  went  into  the  adjacent  room  ;  but 
madame  Elizabeth  kept  conftantly  by  his  fide,  rejecting  every  entreaty  that  was  made  by 
the  king  himfelf  and  others  to  quit  him  for  an  inftant. 

Four  grenadiers  of  the  national  guards  appearing  at  the  door,  the  princefs,  who  had 
betrayed  no  fymptom  of  fear  on  her  own  account,  burft  into  tears  at  fight  of  them, 
and  faid,  "  Ah  !  Mejfteurs,  dcfendez  le  Roi*1  /"  The  grenadiers,  an  officer  of  chaffeurs, 
a  cannonier,  with  the  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  placing  themfelves  around  the  king 
and  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  kept  off  the  preffure  of  the  crowd,  and  protected  the  perfon 
of  the  king  for  above  three  hours.  All  the  adjacent  rooms,  meanwhile,  fwarmed  with 
a  mixed  rabble  of  men  and  women,  armed  with  pikes,  fabres,  fticks  with  knives  fixed  at 
theirends, fufils,  and  piftols  ;  many  of  them  calling,  "En  has  le  veto!  An  diable  le  vetox% /" 
and  fome  of  them  fhewing  fo  much  fury,  that  thofe  around  the  king's  perfon  had  great- 
difficulty  in  keeping  them  off.  One  fellow,  mounted  on  a  chair,  fpoke  to  the  king  in  the 
moft  audacious  manner,  requiring  the  recall  of  the  patriot  minilters,  meaning  Roland, 
Claviere,  and  Servan,  whom  the  king  had  a  little  before  difmiffed  ;  he  alfo  required,  that 
the  two  decrees  mould  obtain  his  approbation. — To  which  his  majefty  anfwered  with 
firmnefs,  "  Je  ferai  ce  que  je  croirai  devoir  /aire  ;  mais  ce  nejl  pas  ni  le  lieu,  ni  le  moment, 
**  de  me  fair  e  une  pareille  demandc  Z9. 

A  red  cap  was  prefented  to  the  king  at  the  end  of  a  pike,  by  a  man  who  cried,  "Vive  la 
"  nation!"  The  king  faid,  '*  La  nation  na  de  meillcur  ami  qui  moil°y  On  which  the 
other  infolently  added,  "  Eh  bien,  donnez  nous  en  la  preuve,  en  mettant  le  bonnet  rouge,  et  en 
"  criant  Vive  la  nation11  /"  On  attempting  to  put  on  the  red  cap,  it  was  found  too 
fmall  for  the  king's  head  ;  but  a  grenadier  having  ftretched  it  upon  his  knee,  the  king. 
put  it  on,  and  wore  it  as  long  as  the  mob  remained. 

*7  Oh!   Gentlemen,  defend  the  king !         **  Down  with  the  veto  !    Send  the  veto  to  the  devil !  *9  I  will  do 

what  I    light;  hut  this  is  neither  the  place  nor  the  time  to  make  fuch  arequefl.  30  The  nation  has  no  beKer 

friend  than  I  am,  3«  Prove  it  then,  by  putting  on  the  red  cap,  and  crying   «  Vive  la  Nation  I" 

At 
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At  one  rime,  when  the  noife  and  confufion  was  greater  tlian  ufual,  a  grenadier,  addref- 
fmg  the  king,  faid,  ■"  Fear  not,  Sire."  "  The  man" — replied  the  monarch — "  who  has 
««  a  clear  confeience,  fears  nothing;"  and,  taking  the  grenadier's  hand,  he  applied  it  to 
his  breaft,  and  fard,  "  There,  friend,  feel  my  heart,  whether  it  beats  quicker  than  ufual." 

A  deputation,  confifting  of  twelve  members  of  the  National  Affembly,  among  whora 
were  Ifnard  and  Vergniaud,  at  length  arrived.  Ifnard,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  people 
who  filled  the  room,  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  them  to  withdraw  ;  repeating  frequently, 
that  he  would  be  anfwerable  on  his  life  that  they  fliould  be  Satisfied.  This  had  little 
.effect ;  the  noife  and  exclamations  of  "  Rappellcz  les  mini/Ires  !  otez  le  velon!"  recom- 
menced.    Vergniaud  alfo  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  with  as  little  fuccefs. 

The  noife  and  confufion  continued  till  paft  five  in  the  evening;  when  Petion  arrived, 
accompanied  by  Sergent,  a  municipal  officer.  Petion  approaching  the  king,  faid,  "  Sire, 
■*•  I  was  only  this  moment  informed  of  the  fituation  in  which  you  are."  "  That  is  ex- 
t(  'traordinary," — replied  the  king. — "  for  I  have  been  in  thisfituation  above  three  hours." 
Petion  then  {landing  on  a  chair,  advifed  the  people  to  retire,  ending  his  harangue  with 
•the  following  very  curious  expreffions  :  u  Citoyens,  vous  venez  de  faire  entendre  vos  vceux 
•*-*  au  reprefentant  hereditaire,  avee  Vcncrgie  et  la  dignite  d?un  peuple  Hire,  qui  connoit  fes 
"  droits.  Le  Roi  fait  maintenant  les  intentions  du  Souverain,  et  fans  doute  il  y  aura  egard. 
u  II  convient  que  vous  vous  retirez  avec  calmc  et  decence,  afin  quon  ne  puiffe  pas  calomnier 
**  vos  intentions  3V' 

After  this,  the  people,  at  the  mayor's  repeated  requeft,  began  to  withdraw : — when  a 
fecond  deputation  from  the  National  Affembly  arrived,  one  of  the  members  of  which  ad- 
dreffed  the  king  in  a  refpeftful  manner,  affuring  him  that  each  member  was  ready  to  pre- 
fent  his  body  as  a  fhield  to  cover  his  majefty's. 

"While  thefe  things  were  paffing  in  the  Oeil  de  Bceuf,  the  queen  entered  the  council 
.chamber,  attended  by  the  prince  and  princefs  royal,  madame  de  Lamballe,  mademoifelle 
Tourzelle,  mademoifelle  de  Mau,  and  mademoifelle  de  Soucy.  Her  majefty  fhewed 
much  uneafinefs  on  account  of  the  fituation  in  which  ihe  had  left  the  king,  till  the  ad- 
jutant general  of  the  firft  legion  of  Parifian  guards,  with  fome  foldiers,  came  and  allured 
her  that  the  king  was  in  fafety,  and  furrounded  by  faithful  fervants.     M.  de  Witten- 


3*  Recall  the  mioifters !  remove  the  veto  ! 
33  Citizens,  you  have  now  made  your   defires  known  to  the  hereditary  representative,  with  that  energy  and 
dignity  which  becomes  a  free  people  who  under/land  their  rights.     The  king  at  prefent  knows  the  intentions  of 
Ahe  fevcreign,  and  undoubtedly  will  pay  a  proper  reg.  i  d  to  them.    You  ought  now  to  withdraw  with  calmncfs  and 
, decency,  that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calumniated. 
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goff,  2  general  officer,  entered  the  room  followed  by  a  number  of  people  of  botfe  fcxes, 
among  whom  was  a  woman  with  a  red  cap  in  her  hand.  She  prefented  the  cap  to  Wit- 
tengoff,  defiring  him  to  give  it  to  the  queen  to  wear,  adding,  that  fhe  had  juft  left  the 
king,  who  at  that  moment  had  the  cap  of  liberty  on  his  head.  It  would  appear  that  the 
general  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  reject  the  woman's  propofal;  which  the  queen  per- 
ceiving, and  being  fhocked  at  the  idea  of  wearing  the  cap,  faid  to  Wittengoff,  **  Vous 
•'  voyez,  Monjieur,  que  ce  bonnet  ne pent  allerfur  ma  tite 3* ':"  fhe  then  put  it  on  the  head  of 
the  prince.     This  fatisfied  the  woman  and  her  followers. 

Santerre  entered  the  council-chamber  foon  after,  followed  by  a  new  crowd,  who,  hav- 
ing already  feen  the  king,  now  demanded  a  fight  of  the  queen,  which  Santerre  had  un- 
dertaken to  procure  them.  He  immediately  required  that  thofe  who  flood  immediately 
before  her  majefty  fhould  open  to  the  right  and  left,  that  they  who  followed  him  might 
have  a  full  view  of  her  and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family— which  was  done  ;  Santerre gra- 
cioufly  alluring  the  queen  that  fhe  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  people,  who  were 
wonderfully  good,  and  only  wifhed  to  be  gratified  with  a  fight  of  her  as  they  walked  out ; 
and  perceiving  that  the  prince  was  heated  with  the  cap,  he  added,  "  Otez  le  bonnet  a  est 
"  enfant 3i."  Santerre's  aflurarrces,  however,  did  not  prevent  fome  of  the  people,  who 
were  not  quite  fo  good  as  the  reft,  from  infulting  the  queen  as  they  paffed  with  the  moll 
abominable  language. 

The  crowd  having  raoftly  retired,  and  the  king  having  left  the  Oeil  de  Bceuf  to  go  t» 
what  are  called  the  petit  s  apartemens,  the  princefs  Elizabeth  was  going  to  wait  on  the 
queen  in  the  council-chamber,  when  a  group  of  the  mob  which  ftil I  loitered  in  the  pa- 
lace, miftaking  her  for  the  queen,  began  to  infult  her;  on  which  one  of  the  princefs's- 
attendants  was  going  to  undeceive  them,  but  fhe  with  a  noblenefs  of  mind  prevented  this, 
left  the  people  who  were  infulting  her,  being  informed  of  their  miftake,  fhould  have 
transferred  their  abufe  to  the  unhappy  queen. 

It  appeared  from  the  witnefles  examined  on  this  bufinefs,  that  great  pains  had  been ' 
taken  with  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  Antoine,  for  a  confiderable  time  previous  to  the 
twentieth  of  June,  to  work  them  up  to  this  criminal  meafure :  for  it  merits  that  epithet " 
in  a  high  degree,  even  although  what  is  by  no  means  clear  were  entirely  admitted,  name- 
ly, that  no  more  was  intended  than  to  prevail  on  the  king  to  recall  the  former  minifters, 
and  to  remove  the  negative  he  had  given  to  the  two  decrees;  becaufe  to  prevail  on  the 
king  by  fuch  means  was  open  rebellion  againft  the  government,  and  ruinous  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  might  have  been  attended  with  the  immediate  maffacre  of  the  royal  family, 

3*  You  fee,  Sir,  that  this  cap  cannot  go  upon  r»y  head,  35;  Take  the  cap  from  that  child's  head*  ■ 
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and  other  dregful  confluences,  all  of  which  the  prompters  of  thi»  procc-flion,  would 
have  been  anfwerable  for. 

The  conduct  of  M.  Petion  on  this  occafionwas  not  viewed  without  fufpicion.  One 
of  the  firft  fteps  of  the  department,  therefore,  was  to  publifn  a  declaration,  "  That  the 
"  events  of  the  twentieth  could  not  have  taken  place,  if  the  laws  in  being,  and  particu- 
"  lady  thofe  relating  to  the  public  force,  had  been  better  known  to  the  citizens,  and  bet- 
"  ter  obferved  by  the  magiftrates."  To  this  declaration  M.  Petion  publifhed  a  very 
voluminous  anfwer,  challenging  them  to  commence  a  profecution,  and  protefting  his 
Innocence  in  general  terms.  The  department  next  publifhed  an  advertifementto  the  peo- 
ple of  Paris,  exhorting  them  to  peace  and  fubordination,  and  intimating  that  there  ex- 
iiled  a  fee-ret  connection  between  the  external  and  the  internal  foes  of  the  public  tran- 
quillity. At  the  fame  time  a  petition  to  the  National  Aflembly,  complaining  in  very 
ilrong  terms  of  the  outrages  of  the  twentieth,  was  figned  by  the  mod  refpe&ahle  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  feveral  auMvefles  were  received  from  different  departments  to  the 
fame  effect, 

A  number  of  fufpicions  having  been  entertained  and  promulgated  of  M.  la  Fayette's 
honour  and  integrity,  that  general  conceived  it  expedient  to  repair  to  the  capital.  On 
the  twenty- eighth  he  prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Aflembly,  and  ad- 
drefled  them  as  follows : 

"  It  becomes  me,  gentlemen,  in  the  firft  place,  to  declare  to  the  Aflembly,  that  my 
ti  prefencc  in  this  capital  will  in  no  way  tend  to  injure  either  the  welfare  of  the  em- 
<<  pire,  or  the  fafety  of  the  flate.  The  meafures  concerted  betwixt  marefchal  Luckner 
t(  and  myfelf  will  be  a  fecurity  againft  every  furprize.  My  motives  forcoming  hither  are 
"  as  follow  :  You  have  been  told,  that  the  letter  bearing  my  fignature, and  dated  the  fix- 
u  teeat'i  of  June,  cannot  have  come  from  me.  I  appear  before  you  to  acknowledge  the 
■"  letter,  arid  to  "ill  on  your  jufiice  to  avenge  the  attempt  of  the.  twentieth  made  at  the 
«'  palace.  This  attempt  againft  libuty,  and  the  fafety  of  the  king,  has  excited  an  indig- 
**  nation  in  my  army,  and  in  the  heart  of  every  good  citizen.  I  am  charged  to  commu- 
■*'.  nicate  to  you  the  patriotic  hatred  they  have  fworn  againft  the  factious  leaders  of  this 
*•«  tumult.     My  bra..  oanions  were defirous  to  addrefs  the  Aflembly — they  have  re- 

«<  nounced  this  project  by  m)  rder,  and  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  lay  before  you  their 
'<  fentlments.  Several  of  them  have  already  afked,  Whether  it  is  the  caufe  of  liberty 
■*'  and  the  conflitution  which  ihey  defend  ?  It  is  time  to  defend  the  conftitution  againft 
**  the  fr.£tion  which  aims  to  deftroy  it ;  to  defend  the  National  Aflembly  and  the  king, 
•"  and  to  maintain  the  independence  and  authority  delegated  to  them.  I  demand,  there- 
•"  fore,  that  the  authors  and  inftigators  of  the  troubles  of  the  twentieth  fhall  be  profc- 
"■  cuted,  as  having  been  guilty  of  leze-natiox. 

**  I  befeech 
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*•  I  befeech  the  National  Affembly,  in  the  name  of  myfelf,  and  of  every  honeft  man 
**  in  the  kingdom,  to  take  the  mod  effectual  meafures  to  have  due  refpect  paid  to  the 
<<  conftituted  authorities,  thofe  of  the  Affembly  and  the  king,  and  to  guarantee  to  the 
"  army  that  no  attempt  fhall  be  made  againft  the  conftitution,at  the  moment  when  they 
"  are  (pilling  their  blood  for  the  country." 

The  prefident  replied,  in  the  name  of  the  Affembly,  that  it  had  fworn  to  maintain  the 
laws,  and  knew  how  to  defend  them. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  minifter  of  juftice  communicated  a  plan,  which  the  king  pro- 
pofed  as  a  fubftitute  for  the  two  decrees  which  he  had  refufed  to  fancYion — With  refpedl 
to  the  protection  of  the  capital,  it  was  the  propofal  of  the  king  to  levy  forty-two  new- 
battalions,  to  be  ftationed,  not  at  Paris,  but  between  that  city  and  the  enemy,  fo  as  to 
form  a  fecond  line  behind  the  army  then  on  the  frontiers  ;  and  as  to  the  danger  appre- 
hended from  the  refractory  priefts,  the  minifter  affured  the  Affembly,  that  it  was  the 
ftrict  intention  of  the  king  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws  againft  all  difturbers  of 
the  public  peace. 

The  Jacobins  were  filled  with  confternation  on  the  arrival  of  La  Fayette  ;  but  it  ferved 
only  to  redouble  their  activity  in  rendering  him  odious  to  the  populace.  The  name  of 
Cromwell  was  echoed  from  every  prefs ;  and  their  indefatigable  emiffaries  fucceeded  fo  far 
with  the  mob,  that  he  was  burnt  in  effigy.  In  the  Affembly  he  was  violently  attacked 
by  lfnard,  Guadet,  and  fome  others'  of  the  anti-conftitutionalifts,  and  was  defended  in 
a  moil  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  by  M.  Ramond.  Finding,  however,  that  no  good  was 
to  be  effected  in  Paris,  M.  la  Fayette  left  that  city  on  the  thirtieth,  and  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  his  army. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  at  this  period  the  army  of  La  Fayette  amounted 
to  only  between  feveenteen  and  eighteen  thoufand  effective  men,  and  'chat  of  Luckner 
did  not  exceed  twenty-three  thoufand.  The  augmentation  propofed,  therefore,  was 
certainly  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  the  capital;  and  if  fincerely  intended  for 
that  purpofe,  fhould  have  been  ftationed  nearer  to  the  frontiers,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
might  have  enabled  it  to  co-operate  with  the  army  already  commifliontd  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  The  Affembly  perfifted  in  their  decree,  and  the  federates,  the  name  be- 
ftowed  on  thefe  new  levies,  were  invited  by  the  Jacobins  to  repair  to  Paris  without  any 
lawful  authority. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  June,  M.  Jean  de  Brie  propofed  the  following  decree  :  "  When  . '  e 
"  internal  and  foreign  fafety  of  the  ftate  fhall  be  threatened,  and  the  legiflative  bod/ 
**  fhall  judge  it  indifpenfable  to  employ  extraordinary  meafures,  they  fhall  declare  by  the 
?'  following  formula :  "  Citizens,  the  country  is  in  danger."     Immediately  after  this  de- 

4  K  •    «  claration, 
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"  claration,  all  the  adminiflrative  bodies  (hall  affemble,  ami  all  the  citizens,  qualified  to 
«<  hear  arms,  (hall  be  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  activity."  The  decree  goes  on  to  fpecify 
ether  meafures  that  are  to  be  adopted  on  fuch  an  exigence,  and  concludes,  «'  That  when 
"  the  danger  fhall  have  ceafed,  the  National  Aflcmbly  fhall  declare  it  by  this  formula: 
«  Citizens,  the  country  is  no  longer  in  danger.'*  Seventeen  other  refolutions  were  palled, 
ordering  that  all  citizens,  having  been  prcvioufly  national  guards,  fhou Id  be  on  per- 
manent duty,  and  every  officer  at  his  port. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  transacting  in  the  metropolis,  the  armies  of  France  had  made 
feme  progrefs  in  the  Aoftriah  Netherlands.     On  the  eighteenth  of  June,  Courtray  fur- 
rendered,  after  a  fhort  refiftance,  to  the  arms  of  marefchal  Luckner  ;  and  about  the  fame 
period    M.  Carl  took  pofleffion  of  Ypres    and  the  country  adjacent.      M.    la    Fayette's 
army  had   alfo  advanced    and    gained    pofleffion   of   Saint   Ghiflain,    the   key  of  Mons. 
Marefchal  Luckner  foon  afterwards  entered  Menili.     The  triumph  of  the  French,  how- 
ever, was  of  fhort  duration.    On  the  fixth  of  July,  the  king  announced  to  the  Affembly, 
that  one  enemy  more   was  added  to  the  confederation   again  ft   French  liberty — that  the 
conduct  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  long  indicated  hoftile  intentions,  and  that  he  was  now 
marching  fifty-two  thoufand  men  to  co-operate  with  the  king  of   Hungary       About  the 
fame  period  the  AiTembly   received   advices  from  marefchal  Luckner,  figntfy.ing,  that  the 
numbers   of  the   enemy   were  fuch,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  proceed  farther  into 
the  territories  of  Auftria,  without  the  rifk  of  being  cut  off  from  a  communication  with 
the  army  of  M.    la  Fayette;  that  the  Pruflians  and  Auftrians  were  bearing  down  upon 
him  in  two  columns;   that   in  confequence    of  thefe  circumftances   he  had  ordered  his 
camp  to  be  raifed,  and  was  himfelf  retiring  towards  Valenciennes,  and  M.  la  Fayette  to- 
wards  Givet.     A   fubfequent  difpatch  announced   the  actual  retreat  of  the  armies,  and 
that  in  breaking  up  the  camp  of  Courtray  fome  of  the  enemy  had  got  pofleffion  of  the 
fuburbs,  and  had  fired  upon  field-marfhal  Jarry,  who,  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
outrages,  had  fet  fire  to  the  fuburb,  and  confumed  feveral   houfes.      This  conduct  of  M. 
Jarry  was  confulered  as  difgraceful  and  injurious  to  the  caufe  of  France,  and  he  was  in 
confequence  of  it  afterwards  difmifled  from  his  command. 

On  the  fixth  of  July  the  directory  of  the  department  of  Paris,  after  a  long  fitting, 
pronounced  the  fufpenfion  of  M.  Petion  from  the  office  of  mayor,  and  of  M.  Manuel, 
the  procureur  of  the  commune.  The  next  day  the  abbe  Lamouretts,  bifhop  of  Lyons, 
afcended  the  tribune,  and  requefted  a  few  minutes  indulgence  He  forcibly  ftated  the 
neceffity  of  a  frank  and  cordial  re-union  of  all  the  members  of  the  legiflative  body,  and 
fhewed  that  on  fuch  a  re-union  alone  depended  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  prefervation  of  liberty.  '*  There  exifts" — faid  he — **  two  diflinct  parties  in 
««  the  Aflembly  :  thefe  parties  both  accufe  one  another;  the  one  wifhmg  for  a  republi- 
«c  can  form  of  government,  the  other  of  meditating  the  eftablifhment  of  two  chambers. 
*«  Let  us  renounce  our  paflions,  let  us  be  uuited,  we  thus  fhall  become  ftrong  ;  our 

M  union 


*792-l 


LEWIS    THE    sixteenth;  $J3 


*l  union  will  be  more  formidable  to  our  enemies  than  all  the  cannons  which  guard  our 
**  frontiers.  Let  us  give  a  great  example  to  all  Europe,  and  infpirc  our  enemies  with 
*'  terror  :  there  is  nothing  incompatible  except  vice  and  virtue.  I  move  that  the  prefi- 
««  dent  fix  a  day  to  put  the  following  propofition  to  the  vote:  "Let  all  who  hold  in 
"  equal  deteftation  a  republic  and  two  chambers,  and  who  wifh  to  maintain  the  conftitu- 
•'  tion  as  it  is,  rife." 

Scarcely  had  thefe  laft  words  been  pronounced,  when  the  two  fides  rofe,  threw  up 
their  hats,  and  ftretched  forth  their  arms.  Loud  applaufes  were  heard  from  every  quar- 
ter. Each  fide  approached  its  opponents,  the  two  mingled  together,  and  exchanged  em- 
braces ;  figns  ot  the  utmoft  harmony  and  concord  prevailed;  the  two  parties  fvvore  an 
immortal  union,  and  took  their  feats  promifcuoufly. 

M.  Emmery  propofed  immediately  to  carry  the  minutes  of  this  fitting  to  the  king; 
which  v,  as  unaninioufly  afTented  to.  When  the  deputation  returned,  the  bifhop  of 
Lyons  faid,  "  Conformable  to  the  order  of  the  National  Aflembly,  we  waited  on  the 
"  k^  ig  in  his  apartment.  His  majefty,  after  hearing  the  extracts  from  the  minutes  read, 
<<  refilled  to  us,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  receive  news  more  dear  to  his  heart,  or 
"  more  conformable  to  his  fentiments  ;  and  that  he  yielded  to  his  urgent  defire  of  com- 
"  ing  to  teftify  to  the  Aflembly  the  joy  with  which  this  union  infpired  him."  This 
intimation  was  received  with  univcrfalapplaufe.  'I  he  king  immediately  enten  J  the  hall, 
attended  by  his  minifters.  Acclamations  of  "  Five  k  Roi !  Five  la  liberti T"  refounded 
from  every  quarter. 

His  majeflv  having  feated  himfelf  by  the  prefident,  faid—"  Gentlemen,  The  adl:  the 
"  mod  arFc£Ung  to  me  is  that  of  the  union  of  all  wills  for  the  fafety  of  our  country.  1 
*'  have  long  willed  for  this  fortunate  moment ;  my  wifh  is  now  accomplished.  I  come 
11  to  declare  to  you  in  perfon,  that  the  nation  and  the  king  are  but  one.  If  their  exer- 
"  tions  are  directed  to  the  fame  obje£t,  their  united  eftorta  will  fave  France.  Attach- 
"  ment  to  the  conftitution  will  unite  all  Frenchmen — of  this  attachment  the  king  will 
"  always  fet  them  the  example." 

The  prefident  anfwercd — "  Sire,  The  memorable  epoch  that  brings  you  into  the  midft 
"  of  the  delegates  of  the  people,  is  a  fignal  of  joy  to  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  ter- 
"  ror  to  its  enemies.  The  harmony  of  the  conflituted  powers  will  give  to  the  French 
"  nation  the  force  of  which  fhe  ftands  in  need,  to  diflipate  the  league  of  tyrants  con- 
«'  fpi red  againft  her  independence  and  her  conftitution  ;  and  fhe  already  fees  in  the  can- 
*'  dour  of  your  proceedings  the  omen  of  her  fuccefles." 

His  majefty  replied,  that  he  was  forry  he  had  been  obliged  to  wait  for  a  deputation,  as  it 
occafioned  a  confiderable  delay  to  his  coming  among  them.  He  then  retired,  accompanied 
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bj  a  deputation ;  and  the  Affembly  rofe,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  "  Vive  la  nation  !    Vivt 
x  :   Viw  U  roil"  v 

The  reconciliation  of  the  feventh  of  July  was  confidered  by  many  to  be  in  fome  rnea- 
fure  intended  as  a  compromife  of  the  parties,  relative  to  the  affair  of  MefTrs.  Petion  and 
Manuel  ;  and  indeed  the  king,  the  very  fame  evening,  wrote  to  the  Affembly,  intimat- 
ing, that  though  to  decide  on  their  fate  was  a  part  of  his  conftitutional  prerogative,  yet, 
as  the  matter  perfonally  concerned  him,  he  chofe  rather  to  refer  it  to  the  determination 
of  the  Affembly.  The  fame  evening  he  alfo  announced  that  he  had  appointed  M.  ds 
Joly  to  the  home  department. 

In  the  fittings  of  the  ninth  it  was  decreed,  "  That  the  miniflers  fhould  give  an  ac- 
"  count  of  the  flate  and  condition  of  the  kingdom,  with  refpedt  to  its  fafety,  as  well 
"  exterior  as  interior."  When  it  was  reported,  that  three  foreign-armies  were  upon  their 
march  to  the  frontiers,  to  which  France  was  immediately  able  to  oppofe  five- and- forty 
thoufand  men  in  the  army  of  the  North;  fifty  thoufand  in  that  of  the  Center;  fifty- 
five  thoufand  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  forty  thoufand  in  that  of  the  South.  M. 
Joly,  at  the  conclufion  of  this  account,  announced,  that  all  the  minifters  had  given  in 
their  refignations.  From  the  report  of  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  it  appeared,  that 
the  empires  of  Germany  and  Ruffia,  the  courts  of  Turin,  Naples,  Rome,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  had  evidently  eonfpired  againft  France..  Switzerland,  Holland,  and  England, 
had  preferved  a  neutrality. 

The  Affembly  was  confiderably  agitated  by  this  intelligence,  but  no  meafures  were 
adopted  upon  it. 

On  the  tenth,  the  military  and  diplomatic  committees,  with  the  extraordinary  com- 
mittee of  twelve,  were  ordered  to  give  in  reports  upon  the  queftion,  Whether  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  or  not  to  declare  the  country  in  danger  ?  On  the  eleventh,  M.  Herault  de 
Sechelles,  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  the  three  committees,  recommended  the  declaration, 
that  the  country  was  in  danger.  After  fome  debates  upon  the  manner,  the  Affembly 
agreed  to  the  declaration  ;  and  the  prefideit  rifing,  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  profound  fi- 
lence,  pronounced  the  concife  and  folemn  formula  before  determined  upon :  "Citizens, 
"  the  Country  is  in  danger." 

The  following  decree  was  then  paffed  : — "Let  thofe  who  would  obtain  the  honour  of 
"  marching  firft  to  defend  what  is  moft  dear  to  them,  always  remember  that  they  are 
"  French,  and  are  free  ;  let  their  fellow  citizens  maintain  in  their  homes  the  fafety  of 
*'  perfons  and  properties  ;  let  the  magiftrates  of  the  people  watch  attentively  over  both  ; 
"  let  all,  with  a  tranquil  courage,  the  attribute  of  true  ftrength,  wait  the  fignal  of  the 
**  law  to  a<5l,  and  the  country  will.be  faved*" 
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Addreffes  from  the  Jacobin  party  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  crowded  in  to  the 
.AfTembly  in  favour  of  the  mayor  and  M.  Manuel  ;  and  the  AfTembly,  with  their  ufual 
precipitancy,  without  examining,  the  proofs,  and  merely  after  hearing,  a  few  florid 
fpeeches,  pronounced  them  guiklefs.  M.  Delfau  conjured  the  legiflative  body  to  a£t 
with  more  dignity  and  deliberation.  He  painted  in  flrong  colours  the  difgraceful  out- 
rages which  were  acted  in  the  Thuilleries  on  the  twentieth  of  June.  He  accufed  M, 
Petion  of  encouraging  fedition,  and  of  a  want  of  refpect  for  the  hereditary  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  nation. 

During  the  firft  weeks  of  July,  the  federates  arrived  in  Paris  in  fmall  companies. 
They  were  courted  by  both  parties,  but  moft  affiduoufly  by  the  Jacobins.  The  number 
of  the  federates  prefent,  however,  on  the  fourteenth,  is  faid  not  to  have  exceeded  fifteen 
hundred.  The  confederation  was  celebrated  with  the  ufual  magnificence.  The  con- 
courfe  of  people  affembled  has  been  flared  at  four  hundred  thoufand.  The  National  Af- 
fembly  met  at  nine  o'clock,  ajid  proceeded  to  lay  the  firft  ftone  of  the  column  of  liberty, 
to  be. erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  Baftille.  Before  this  ceremony  was  concluded,  the 
king  arrived,  preceded  by  a  numerous  detachment  of  horfe,  a  party  of  troops  of  the 
line,  five  hundred  national  volunteers,  and  the  Swifs  guards.  He  was  accompanied  by 
the  queen,  madame  Elizabeth,  the  prince  and  princefs  royal,  ice.  The  fix  minifters. 
walked  by  the  fide  of  the  king's  coacfu 

A  palm  tree  overfhadowed  the  altar  of  liberty,  and-  near  it  a  pyramidal  monument 
was  erected  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  had  expired  on  the  frontiers,  in  the  defence  of 
their  country.  Between  the  altar  and  the  Seine  a  poplar  was  planted,  hung  with  efcut- 
cheons,  and  other  remnants  of  heraldic  folly,  which  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  priefl  who- 
performed  mafs  at  the  grand  altar,  in  allufion  to  the  deftruSion  of  the  feudal  fyflem. 

Though  the  king  was  in  general  well  received,  the  day  did  not  pafs  without  fome  de- 
gree of  mortification  to  him.  Several  of  the  populace,  armed  with  pikes,  repeatedly 
fhouted,  "  Vive  Petion  !  Vlvent  les  Jacobins!  A  has  le  department !  A  has  le  veto!  Lye."  At 
about  fix  o'clock,  the  king  and  the  National  AfTembly  renewed  their  oath  to  be  faithful 
to  the  cor.ftitution,  and  the  royal  family  immediately  afterwards  returned  to  the  Thuil^- 
leiies.  The  federates  on  this  occafion  behaved  with  much  order  and  loyalty;  they  ap- 
peared to  join  cordially  in  the  fhouts  of  "Five  le  roil"  and  fome  are  even  faid  to  have 
teftified  by  their  exclamations  their  difapprobation  of  the  factions. 

A  few  days  after  the  confederation,  a  new  adminiflration  was  announced,  which  con- 
fifted  o!  M.  de  Joly  as  minifler  of  juftice,  M.  Saint  Croix  for  foreign  affairs,  M.  Dubou- 
chage  for  the  navy,  M.  d'Abancour  minifter  of  war,  M.  Jhampion  for  the  home  de- 
partment, and  M.  I  eroulx  de  la  Ville  for  that  of  finance  It  was  fome  time  before  this 
arrangement  could  be  fettled,  for  the  office  of  minifter  was  become  at  this  period  fo  much 

the 


576  REIGN     OF  CI792. 

the  port  of  danger,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  folicit  many  who  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  ;  and  thofe  who  did,  accepted  the  documents  of  office  only  on  his  moll  prefling 
entreaty.  On  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the  National  AfTem- 
bly,  proclamation  was  made  in  all  the  fecYions  of  Paris,  that  the  country  was  in  danger. 
The  bufmefs  was  conducted  in  a  folemn  manner  by  the  municipal  officers  on  horfeback  ; 
and  the  whole  ceremony  had  fuch  an  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  populace,  that  in  a  few 
days  icvcral  hundreds  halted  to  enroll  themfelves. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  federates  arrived  from  all  parts  in  confiderable  bodies  :  thofe 
from  the  fouthern  provinces  were  the  mod  ferocious,  both  in  conduit  and  appearance; 
and  from  the  circumftance  of  the  majority  of  them  coming  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Marfeilles,  the  appellation  of  Marfeiltais  has  been  almoft  indifcriminately  applied  to  this 
defcripticn  of  volunteers.  They  confifted  chiefly  of  the  loweft  and  molt  diflblute  of 
the  rabble  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  M.  Bureau  Puzy  was  heard,  touching  the  charge  of  having 
required  M.  Luckner,  in  the  name  of  M.  la  Fayette,  to  march  to  Paris.  After  having 
formally  denied  the  charge,  and  laid  before  the  AiTembly  the  military  correfpondence, 
which  was  the  obje£t  ot  his  interview  with  M.  Luckner,  the  preftdent  announced  the 
following  letter  from  M.  la  Fayette  : 

"  If  I  had  been  interrogated  as  to  my  principles,  I  fhould  have  replied,  that,  being 
**  the  proclaimer  and  conitant  defender  of  the  rights  of  man,  I  have  always  and  every 
*'  where  refifted  thofe  authorities  wh'ieh  liberty  difavows,  and  which  the  national  will 
M  has  not  delegated  ;  and  that  always  and  every  where  I  have  obeyed  thofe,  of  which  a 
*•  free  conftitution  has  determined  the  form  and  the  limits.  But  I  am  interrogated  as  to 
"  a  fadt.  Have  I  propofed  to  marefchal  Luckner  to  march  with  our  armies  to  Paris? 
"  To  tins  1  reply  in  four  fhort  words,  It  is  not  true. 

(  Signed  )  "  Fayette." 

In  the  fame  fitting  a  letter  was  read  from  M.  Luckner,  denying  "  that  he  had  made 
"  any  charge  againu  M.  la  Fayette."    This  bufmefs  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  proclamation  on  the  part  of  the  French  was  immediately  fucceeded  by  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  from  the  duke  of  Brunfwick-Lunenburg  : 

"  Their  majefties  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  having  entrufled  me  with  the 
*'  command  of  the  combined  armies,  aflembled  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  I  think  it  my 
*'  duty  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom  of  the  motives  which  have  influenced 
"  the  conduct  of  the  two  Sovereigns,  and  of  the  principles  by  which  they  are  guided. 

"  After 
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*■*  After  arbitrarily  fupprefling  the  rights,  and  invading  the  poffeffions,  of  the  Germart 
*'  princes  in  Alface  and  Lorraine;  after  having  difturbed  and  overthrown,  in  the  inte- 
"  rior  part  of  the  kingdom,  all  order  and  lawful  government  ,  after  having  been  guilty 
M  of  the  moll  daring  attacks,  and  having  had  recourfe  to  the  moll  violent  mealures, 
**  which  are  ftill  daily  renewed  againft  the  facred  perfon  of  the  king,  and  againft  his  fa- 
"  mily — thofe  who  have  feized  on  the  reins  of  government  have,  at  length,  filled  the 
•'  meafure  of  their  guilt  by  declaring  an  unjuft  war  agrinft  his  majeilv  the  emperor, 
"  and  by  invading  his  provinces  in  the  Low  Countries.  Some  of  the  pofleffions  belong- 
M  ing  to  the  German  empire  have  been  equally  expofed  to  the  fame  oppreflion,  and 
"  many  others  have  only  avoided  the  danger,  by  yielding  to  the  imperious  threats  ot  the 
«'  domineering  party,  and  their  emiiTaries. 

"  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  united  with  his  Imperial  majefty  in  the  bands  of 
**  the  ftricleft  defenfive  alliance,  and  as  prepoiulerate  member  himfelf  of  the  Germanic 
*'  body,  could  not  refufe  marching  to  the  affiftance  of  his  ally  and  his  co-eftates.  It  is 
"  vinder  this  double  relation  that  he  undertakes  the  defence  of  that  monarch  and  of 
**  Germany. 

"  To  thefe  high  interefts  is  added  another  important  object,  and  which  both  fovereigns 
"  have  molt  cordially  in  view,  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy  which  prevails  in 
*'  the  interior  parts  of  France  ;  to  pur  a  flop  to  the  attacks  made  on  the  throne  and  the 
*'  altar;  to  reliore  the  king  to  his  legitimate  power,  to  liberty,  and  to  fafety,  of  which 
"  he  is  now  deprived,  and  to  place  him  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  he  may  exercife  that  le- 
"  gitimate  authority  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

"  Convinced  that  the  fober  part  of  the  nation  deteft  the  excefles  of  a  faction  which 
"  has  enflaved  them,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  wait  with  impatience  the 
"  moment  when  fuccours  fhall  arrive,  to  declare  themfelvrs  openly  againft  the  odious 
"  enterprifes  of  their  oppreffbrs  ;  his  majefty  the  emperor,  and  his  majefty  the  king  of 
"  Prufna,  earneftly  invite  them  to  return  without  delay  into  the  paths  of  reafon  and 
"  juftice — of  order  and  peace.  It  is  with  this  view  that  I,  the  underwritten,  general 
"  commandant  in  chief  of  the  armies,  do  declare — 

"  I.  That,  drawn  into  the  prefent  war  by  irrefiftible  circumftances,  the  two  allied 
"  courts  have  no  other  objedt  in  view  thanthe  welfare  of  France,  without  any  pretence 
"  to  enrich  themfelves  by  making  conquefts. 

"  2.  That  they  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with  the  internal  government  of  France,  but 
•«  that  they  fimply  intend  to  deliver  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  royal  family  from  their 
"  captivity,  and  to  enfure  to  his  Mod  Chriftian  majefty  that  fafety  which  is  neceffary 
"  for  his  making,  without  danger  and  without  obftacles,  fuch  convocations  as  he  fliall 
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"  jl"'gc  proper,  mul  (or  endeavouring  to  enfure  the  welfare  of  his  fubjec"ts,  according  to 
•'  his  promifes,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 

14  3.  That  the  combined  armies  fhall  protect  the  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  as  well 
"  as  the  perfons  and  property,  of  all  thofe  who  fhall  fubmit  to  the  king  ;  and  that  they 
*'  will  concur  in  the  reftoration  of  order  and  tranquillity  throughout  all  France. 

44  4.  That  the  national  guards  are  called  upon  to  preferve,  provifionally,  tranquillity 
"  in  the  towns  and  in  the  country,  to  provide  for  the  perfonal  fafety  and  property  of  all 
"  Frenchmen,  until  the  arrival  of  the  troops  belonging  to  their  Imperial  and  Royal  ma- 
11  jefties,  or  until  orders  be  given  to  the  contrary,  on  pain  of  being  perfonally  refponfible  : 
"  That,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  national  guards  as  fhall  fight  againft  the  troops  of  the 
41  two  allied  courts,  and  who  fhall  be  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  fhall  be  treated  as 
"  enemies,  and  punifhed  as  rebels  to  the  king,  and  as  difturbers  of  the  public  peace. 

u  §.  That  the  general  officers,  the  fubalterns  and  foldiers,  of  the  regular  troops  of 
-"  France,  are  equally  called  upon  to  return  to  their  former  allegiance,  and  to  fubmit  im- 
M  mediately  to  the  king,  their  legitimate  fovereign. 

"  6.  That  the  members  of  the  departments,  diftricls,  and  municipalities,  fhall  be 

"  equally  refponfible,  on  pain  of  lofing  their  heads  and  their  eftates,  for  all  the  crimes, 

"  all  the  conflagrations,  all  the  murders,  and  the  pillage  which  they  fhall  fuflfer  to  take 

*'  place,  and  which  they  fhall  not  have,  in  a  public  manner,  attempted  to  prevent  within 

ii  their  respective  territories ;  that  they  fhall  alfo  be  obliged  to  continue  their  functions, 

"  until  his  Mod  Chriftian  majefty,  when  fet  at  full  liberty,  fhall  make  farther  arrange- 

*i  ments,  or  until  farther  orders  be  given  in  his  name. 

44  7.  That  the  inhabitants  of  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  fhall  dare  to  defend 
44  themfelves  againft  the  troops  of  their  Imperial  and  Royal  majefties,  and  to  fire  upon 
44  them,  either  in  open  country,  or  through  half-open  doors,  or  windows  of  their 
"  houfes,  fhall  be  punifhed  inftantly,  according  to  the  rigorous  rules  of  war,  or  their 
"  houfes  fhall  be  demolifhed  or  burned.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fl  the  (aid  towns,  bourgs,  and  villages,  who  fhall  readily  fubmit  to  their  king,  by  open- 
44  ing  their  gates  to  the  troops  belonging  to  their  majefties,  fhall  be  immediately  under 
44  their  fafeguard  and  protection  ;  their  eftates,  their  property,  and  their  perfons  fhall  be 
**  fecured  by  the  laws,  and  each  and  all  of  them  fhall  be  in  full  fafety. 

•  "  8.  The  city  of  Paris,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  without  diftin&ion,  fhall  be  called 
"  upon  to  fubmit  inftantly,  and  without  delay,  to  the  king;  to  fet  that  prince  at  full 
•"  liberty,  and  to  enfure  to  him,  and  10  all  royal  perfons,  that  inviolability  and  refpeffc 
•*'  which  are  due,  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  to  fovereigns:  Their  Imperial  and 

"  Royal 


fp0*,]  t*WI8    TWE  SIXTEENTH."  .579 

*i  Royal  majeftle*  making  perfonally  refponfible  for  all  events,  pa  pain  of  lofing  their 
*<  heads,  purfuant  to  military  trials,  without  hopes  of  pardon,  all  the  members  of  the 
<f  National  AfTembly,  of  the  department,  of  the  diliri£»  of  the  municipality,  and  of  the 
t(  national  guards  of  Paris,  jufticesof  the  peace,  and  others  whom  it  may  concern  ;  and 
♦;  their  Imperial  and  ftoyal  majefties  farther  declare,  on  their  faith  and  word  of  emperor. 
«*  and  king,  that  if  the  pajace,  of  the  ThuUleries  be  forced  or  infulted«~if  the  leaft  vio- 
M  Jence  be  offered,  the  lead  outrage  done  to,  their  majefties,  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the 
«  royal  family ;  if  they  be  not  immediately  placed  in  fafety,  and  fet  at  liberty,  they  will 
*<  infjidt  on  thofe  who  fhalldeferve  it  the  moft  exemplary  and  ever- memorable  avenging 
<«  puniftiments,  by  giving  up  the  city  of  Paris  to  military  execution,  and  espofing  it  to 
*«  total  deftrudtion,  and  the  rebels  who  ihrdl  be  guilty  of  illegal  refinance,  (hall  fuffer 
"  the  punifnmentg  which  they  fhall  ha,ve  deferved,    Their  Imperial  and  Royal  majef- 
U  tjes  promifg,  fin  the  contrary,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Paris,  to  employ 
*«  their  good  offices  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  to  obtain  for  them  a  pardon  for  in- 
<*  fults  and  errors,  and  to  adopt  the  moft  vigorous  rneafures  for  the  fecurity  of  their  per- 
w  fon§  and  property,  provided  they  fpeediiy  and  ftrieUy  conform  to  the  above  in- 
«  jun$iQo§, 

♦  f  Finally,   their  majeftie§  net  being  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  any  other  laws  ift 
«  Franee,  except  thole  which  (hall  be  derived  from  the-  king,  when  at  full  liberty,  pro- 
♦<  teft  beforehand  againft  the  authenticity  of  all  kinds  of  declarations  which  may  be  if* 
m  fBetJ  in  the  nams  of  the  king,  fo  long  as  his  facred  perfon,  and  that  of  the  queen,  and 
«♦  the  prince*!  of  the  whole  royal  family,  fhall  not  be  in  full  fafety  :  and,  with  this  view, 
«'  their  Imperial  and  Royal  majeftie§  invite  and  entreat  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  to 
i(  name  a  town  in  his  kingdom,  neareft  to  the  frontiers,  to  which  he  would  wifh  to  re- 
*'  move,  together  with  the  queen  and  the  royal  family,  under  b  ftrohg  and  fate  efcort, 
«<  which  (hall  fee  lent  fer  that  purpofej  fo  that  hi.-;  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  may,  in  per- 
«  fg<ft  fafety,  fend  for  fttfih  Rtifliftew  mi  eeunfellori  as  he  ft.  Jl  be  pleafejd  to  name,  order 
*'  fuel*  eonvo^tjone  m  he  (hall  think  proper,  and  provide  iut  the  reftoration  of  order, 
«  and  thy  re§\jlav  administration  of  hit  klflgtteai* 

*'  In  fine,  I  declare  and  promlft*  In  my  own  Individual  name,  and  in  i»)  .hove  quality, 
<*  to  eaule  to  bl  obferved  every  where,  by  the  troops  under  my  command,  good  and  ftric\ 
u  difcipllne  ;  piunilfing  to  treat  with  mildnefg  and  moderation  thofe  well-difpofed  fubje&s 
**  who  (hall  fubmlt  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  to  employ  force  againft  thofe  only  who 
««  (hall  be  |uUty  of  refiftance,  or  of  raanlfeft  evil  intentions, 

"  I  therefore  call  upon  and  cxpe&  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  moil 
*'  earneft  and  forcible  manner,  not  to  make  any  oppofition  to  the  troops  under  my 
4i  command,  but  rather  to  fufFcr  them  every  where  to  enter  the  kingdom  freely,  and 

4  L  "  to 
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"  to  afford  them  all  the  afliftance,  and  {hew  them  all  the  benevolence,  which  circuni- 
*'  fiances  may  require. 
Given,  i^fc.  at  CobkntZy  (Signed)     "  Charles  Guielaume  Ferdinand, 

July  2$tht  1792.  "  Due  de  Brunswick  Lunenbourg." 

The  following  is  an  additional  declaration,  dated  the  twenty-fevenrh  of  July  : 

"  The  declaration  which  I  have  addreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  France,  dated  Quarters 
s*  General  at  Coblentz,  July  the  twenty -fifth,  muft  have  fufficiently  made  known  the 
«*  firm  rcfolves  of  their  majeiVies  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia,  when  they  en- 
-'  trufted  me  with  the  command  of  their  combined  armies. 

"  The  liberty  and  the  fafety  of  the  facred  perfons  of  the  king,  of  the  queen,  and  of 
■i  the  royal  family,  being  one  of  the  principal  motives  which  have  determined  their  Im- 
"  perial  and  Royal  majefties  to  act  in  concert,  I  have  made  known,  by  my  faid  declara- 
"  tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  my  refolve  to  inflict  on  them  the  moft  terrible  punifh- 
"  ments,  if  the  leaft  infult  fhould  be  offered  to  his  MoftChriftian  majefty,  for  whom  the 
"  city  of  Paris  is  particularly  rcfponfible. 

"  Without  making  the  lead  alteration  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  faid  declaration  of 
"  the  twenty  fifth  inftant,  I  declare,  befides,  that  if,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  by  the 
"  perfidy  or  bafenefsof  fome  inhabitants  of  Paris,  the  king,  the  queen,  or  any  other  per- 
"  fon  of  the  royal  family,  fhould  be  carried  off  from  that  city,  all  the  places  and  towns 
**  whatfoever,  which  fhall  not  have  oppofed  their  paffage,  and  fhall  not  have  flopped 
"  their  proceeding,  fhall  incur  the  fame  punifhments  as  thofe  inflicted  on  the  inhabitants 
"  of  Paris;  and  the  route  which  fliall  be  taken  by  thofe  who  carry  off  the  king  and  the 
*'  royal  family  fliall  be  marked  with  a  feries  of  exemplary  punishment,  juflly  due  to  the 
"  authors  and  abettors  of  ciimes  for  which  there  is  no  remiflion. 

**.  All  the  inhabitants  of  France  in  general  are  to  take  warning  of  the  dangers  with 
"  which  they  are  threatesed,  and  which  it  wiil  be  impoffible  tor  them  to  avoid,  unlefs 
*'  they,  with  all  their  might,  and  by  every  means  in  their  power,  oppofe  the  paffage  of 
"  the  king  and  the  royal  family,  to  whatever  place  the  factious  may  attempt  to  carry 
"  them.  Their  Imperial  and  Royal  majeflies  will  not  allow  any  place  of  retreat  to  be 
*'  the  free  choice  of  his  Mcft  Chriftian  majefty,  (in  cafe  he  fhould  comply  with  the  in- 
"  vitation  which  has  been  made  himj  unlefs  that  retreat  be  effected  under  the  efcort 
**  which  has  been  offered.  All  declarations  whatfoever,  in  the  name  of  his  Moft  Chrif- 
**  tian  majefty,  which  (hall  be  contrary  to  the  obj  ct  which  their  Imperial  and  Royal 
**  majefties  have  in  view,  ihall  be  confidered  as  null,  and,  confequently,  without  effect. 

(Signed)         "  Charles  Guillaume  Ferdinand, 
"  Due  de  .Brunswick  Lunenbourc." 

In 
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In  confequence  of  the  foregoing  declarations,  the  king,  on  the  third  of  Auguft,  trans- 
mitted the  following  letter  to  the  Affembly  : 

"  Mr.  President, 
**  For  feveral  days  a  paper  has  been  circulated,  entitled,  "  The  declaration  of  the  reign- 
•f  ing  duke  of  Brunfvj'ick-Lunenbourg,  commander  of  the  combined  armies  of  their  majefties 
*'  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  PruJJia,  addrejfed  to  the  inhabitants  of  France.  This  paper 
*'  exhibits  nothing  that  can  be  confidered  as  a  proof  of  its  authenticity.  It  has  not  been 
*•  transmitted  by  any  of  my  minifters  at  the  feveral  courts  of  Germany  near  our  fron- 
*  tiers.  The  publication  of  it  neverthelefs  feems  to  me  to  require  a  new  declaration  of 
"  my  fentiments  and  my  principles. 

*'  France  is  menaced  by  a  great  combination  of  forces.  Let  us  all  recollect  the  ne- 
'*  ceflity  of  union.  Calumny  will  not  eafily  believe  the  forrow  I  feel  in  confidering  the 
**  diffentions  that  exift  among  us,  and  the  evils  gathering  round  us  ;  but  thofe  who 
«•  know  of  what  value  in  my  eyes  are  the  blood  and  the  fortune  of  the  people,  will  give 
"  credit  to  my  uneafinefs  and  my  grief. 

.  "  I  brought  with  me  pacific  fentiments  to  the  throne,  becaufe  peace,  the  firft  blefling 
<&  of  nations,  is  the  firft  duty  of  kings.  My  former  minifters  know  what  efforts  I 
'*  have  made  to  avoid  war.  I  felt  how  necefTary  was  peace  ;  it  alone  could  enlighten  the 
•'.nation  on  the  new  form  of  her  government  ;  it  alone,  by  fparing  the  fufFerings  of  the 
"  people,  could  make  me  fupport  the  charadter  I  undertook  in  this  Revolution.  But  I 
"  yielded  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  my  council,  to  the  wifh  manifefted  by  a  great, 
**  part  of  the  nation,  and  feveral  times  exprelTed  by  the  National  AfTembly. 

"  When  war  was  declared,  I  neglected  none  of  the  means  of  alluring  its  fuccefs.  My 
"  minifters  received  orders  to  conceit  meafures  with  the  committees  of  the  National 
*'  Affembly,  and  with  the  generals.  If  the  event  has  not  yet  anfwered  the  hopes  of  the 
"  nation,  ought  we  not  to  lay  the  blame  on  our  inteftine  divilions,  the  progrefs  of  the 
•'  fpirit  of  party,  and  above  all,  on  the  ftate  ot  our  armies,  which  wanted  to  be  more 
*■*  pra&ifed  in  the  uie  of  arus  before  being  led  to  combat  ?  But  the  nation  fhall  fee  my 
*t  etrorts  increafe  with  thofe  ot  the  hoftile  powers;  I  fhall  take,  in  concert  with  the  Na- 
V  tional  Affembly,  every  means  to  turn  the  evils  infeparable  from  war  to  the  advantage 
"  of  furr  libeity  and  her  glory. 

"  I  have  accepted  the  conftitution  ;  the  majority  of  the  nation  defired  it:  I  faw  that 
"  the  nation  conlidered  it  as  the  foundation  of  her  happinefs,  and  her  happiaek  is  the 
"  foleobjctlol  my  lue. 

"  From 
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«  From  that  moment  I  Impofcd  it  as  a  law  upon  myfelf  to  bo  faithiuHa  the  conditio 
i«  tion  1  and  1  gave  orders  to  my  minifters  to  make  it  the  rule  of  their  conduct.  I  wifh- 
«<  ed  not  to  fubititute  my  knowledge  for  experience,  nor  my  opinion  for  my  oath,  ft 
*«  was  my  duty  to  labour  for  the  good  of  the  people  ;  I  have  difcharged  that  duty  ;  an4 
m  to  have  done  fo  Is  enough  to  fatisfy  the  eonfeience  of  an  hanefi  main,  Never  fhall  I 
<<  be  fcen  compounding  the  glory  or  the  interefU  of  the  nation  {  receiving  the  law  from 
«  foreigners  or  from  a  party  j  It  is  to  the  nation  that  I  owe  myfelf ;  I  am  one  and  the 
«♦  fame  with  hen  no  intcreft  fhall  feparate  me  from  her;  fhe  alone  fhall  be  liftened  tO| 
m  1  will  maintain  the  national  independence  with  my  laft  breath,  Perfonal  dangers, 
«  compared  with  public  dangers,  are  nothing.  Ah  !  what  are  perianal  dangers  to  & 
M  king,  from  whom  it  is  attempted  to  alienate  the  love  of  the  people?  There  lies  the 
<«  real  wound  of  my  heart,  The  people,  perhaps,  w''H  one  day  know  how  dear-  to  me  ia 
!  h  their  happinefs  j  how  nyueh  it  has  always  been'my^  foie  intereft,  my  fix  ft.  wifh,  Hovv 
«  many  griefs  might  be  effaced  by  the  flighted:  mark  of  its  return  ! 

(Signed)  (:  koyia, 

(<?ounterfi0ued)        «  Biqqt  St,  Croix," 

On  its  being  moved  that  this  letter  ftrould  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  which  U  the  ufual 
mark  of  refpe®  fh.ewn  by  the  Affembly  to  the  addrefilss  or  petitions  it  approves,  the  mo- 
tion was  oppefed.  One  of  the  members  ebferved,  that  It  was  net  by  wreh,  but  by  «c- 
Jinut  that  the  king  fheuld  prove  his  love of  liberty  and  the  egpftitution. 

M,  Ifnard  offered  ,(  to  prove  that  what  the  king  afferted  was  not  true,"  He  was  in- 
terrupted, not  fo  much  on  amount  of  the  indeeeney  of  this  exprefflon,  as  beeaufe  ha 
wandered  from  the  n,ueftion  in  debate,  which  was,  Whether  the  king's  letter  ought  to  ha 
printed,  or  not  r  It  was  obferved,  that  what  he  had  faid  wtt  pwlfely  in  point,  beeaufe, 
if  he  proved  that  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  not  true,  it  followed  that  It  ought  not 
to  be  printed-  Ifnard  then  faid,  M  That  when  fanatical  priefts  had  attempted  to  kindle  a 
»•  civil  war,  the  AflfemWy  had  prepofed  repieffsve  decrees,  which  the  king  had  refufed  ta 
»  faction,  That  he  had  dlfmiflbd  ^>e  patriotic  ralnlfteri  who  poffefTed  the  eenfidenee 
"  of  the  nation  {  that  he  muft  have  been  acquainted  for  more  than  a  year  with  the 
"  treaty  of  PHnifs,  yet  he  had  taken  no  mtafures  to  defeat  it,  ©r  to  procure  allies  for 
<<  France  j  that  the  rolniftew  had  promifed  to  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  theufand  men 
*'*  ready  to  ast  {  and  yei,  although  war  was  desired,  nothing  near  the  number  wae 
u  levied,  and  thole  who  were  had  not  been  properly  armed  1  and,  finally,  that  every 
■"  nieafftre  had  beta  taken  to  render  the  enemy's  attack  on  France  fucccfsfuU" 

M.  Thuriot  faid,  «  That  the  only  thing  which  had  determined  the  king  to  fend  the 
"  meff.ige  was,  that  he  knew  that  the  majority  of  the  fe&ions  were  about  to  addrefs  tha 
Aflembly  to  diveft  him  of  the  crown."  After  a  warm  debate  the  AiTembly  paded  to  the 
£S'der  01  the  day. 

A  depu» 
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A  deputation  from  the  common  council  of  Paris,  with  M.  Petion  at  their  head,  ap- 
peared at  the  bar;  when  Petion  demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  forty-eight  fections,  that 
the  king  fhould  be  excluded  from  the  throne,  and  that  the  management  of  affairs,  during 
the  interregnum,  fhould  be  entrusted  to  refponfible  mini  Iters,  until  the  election  of  a  new 
king  in  a  National  Convention.     His  fpeech  was  to  the  following  purport: 

It  began  by  expreflions  of  forrow  for  the  neceffity  of  accufing  the  chief  of  the  exe- 
cutive power  ;  and  proceeded  to  declare,  "  That  although  the  people  have  great  reafon 
'<  to  be  enraged  againft  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  yet  as  the  appearance  of  anger  does  not  be- 
"  come  power,  they  will  ufe  the  language  of  moderation."  In  this  language  of  mode- 
ration, therefore,  all  that  his  enemies  ever  accufed  the  king  of  previous  to  his  accepting 
of  the  constitution,  was  minutely  ennumerated,  accompanied  by  a  declaration  that  all 
thofe  crimes  were  obliterated,  and  covered  by  the  pardon  granted  by  the  people.  But 
.the  addreffers  declare,  that  they  cannot  help  mentioning  the  king's  ingratitude  to  a  peo-  . 
pie  who  have  behaved  fo  generoufly  to  him.  "  What  right  had  he  to  expect  they 
"  would  replace  him  on  the  throne,  after  he  had  attempted  to  fly  from  France,  that  he 
•'  might  reign  at  Coblentz  ?  Could  he  found  his  expectation  on  his  defcent  from  a  race 
"  of  kings,  among  twenty  of  which  there  was  hardly  one  tolerable  ?  Yet  the  nation 
"  had  forgiven  all,  and  reftored  the  crown  to  him,  fince  which  moment  he  had  never 
'*  ceafed  to  confpire  againft  the  freedom  of  his  country  ;  that  an  army  of  traitors,  led 
**  by  his  brothers,  invaded  France;  that  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  the 
"  execrable  houfe  of  Auftria  defires  to.add  a  new  page  to  the  hiftory  of  its  crimes ;  and, 
4t  adopting  the  horrid  idea  of  Caligula,  wifhes  at  one  blow  to  fhike  off  the  heads  of  all 
"  the  good  citizens  of  France." 

The  addrefs  concludes  with  requefting,  "  That  the  king  be  decreed  to  have  forfeited 
M  the  crown  ;  that  the  government  be  put  into  the  hands  of  patriotic  minifters  named 
"  by  the  people,  until  a  National  Convention  be  afTembled."     The  orator  added — 

"  This  great  meafure  being  once  adopted,  as  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  nation  can 
"  place  any  confidence  in  the  reigning  dynafty,  we  defire  that  minifters  really  refponii- 
"  ble,  appointed  bv  the  National  Affembly,  but  out  of  your  own  body,  according  to  the 
"  law  of  the  conftitution,  and  chofen  openly,  not  by  ballot,  may  in  the  interim  exercife 
««  the  functions  of  the  executive  power,  until  fuch  time  as  the  will  of  the  people,  our 
**  fovcreign  and  yours,  (hall  have  been  legally  declared  in  a  National  Convention,  to  be  af- 
"  fembled  as  foon  as  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  will  admit.  In  the  mean  time  let  our  ene- 
**  mies,  be  they  who  they  may,  go  beyond  our  frontiers ;  let  the  bafe  and  perjured  quit 
*'  the  land  of  liberty  ;  let  three  hundred  thoufand Jlavcs  advance,  they  will  find  on  their 
'•  way  ten  millions  of  freemen,  prepared  for  either  death  or  victory,  fighting  for  equality, 
"  for  their  houfes,  for  their  wives,  and  for  their  children.  Let  every  one  of  us  be  a  fol- 
41  dier  in  his  turn;  and  if  we  mull  have  the  honour  of  dying  for  our  country,  let  each 
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**  of  us,  before  he  breathes  hh  laji,  render  his  memory  il/ujlrious,  by  the  death  of  a  Slave 
"  r,r  a  Tyrant."  This  fpeech  gained  the  loudeft  applaufe  from  the  galleries;  it  was 
delivered  afterwards  in  writing  to  the  piefident,  but  the  Aflembly  came  to  no  refolution 
upon  it. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  the  whole  city  of  Paris  was 
alarmed  by  a  report  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  by  the  king  to  efcape.  It  was  faid 
that  he  had  advanced  to  the  great  alley  of  the  Thuillcries,  where  he  was  recognized  by  a 
centinel ;  and  being  taken  back  to  the  palace,  fent  for  the  mayor,  to  whom  he  faid,  that 
he  had  gone  out  folely  for  a  promenade.  In  the  mean  time  the  tocjin  [alarm-bell]  was 
founded,  and  the  miniflers  were  fummoned  to  the  palace. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  the  king  meant  to  have  efcaped  from  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries  by 
the  Pont-Tournant,  which  leads  to  the  Place  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth.  He  was  in  the 
drefs  of  a  peafant.  An  officer  upon  guard  in  the  palace  faid,  that  his  majefty  was  up 
and  dreft  the  whole  night,  that  two  of  the  minifters  were  with  him,  and  that  a  large 
body  of  the  Swifs  guards  were  upon  duty. 

The  king's  friends  aflerted,  that  all  thefe  appearances  of  an  extraordinary  movement 
were  occafioned  by  an  apprehenfion  for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family,  during  the  re- 
moval of  the  federates  of"  Marseilles  from  their  barracks  in  the  Fauxbourg  Poifonniere  to 
the  convent  of  the  Cordeliers  ;  and  that  in  their  route  a  new  quarrel  might  arife  between 
them  and  the  national  guard.  This,  however,  was  not  very  fatisfactory.  That  fome 
fort  of  agitation  prevailed  at  the  Thuilleries  on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning, 
the  following  official  publication  proves  : 

"  Auguft  5th,  1792.  Fourth  Tear  of  Liberty. 
"  This  night  three  couriers  left  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  bearing  letters,  one  ad- 
"  dreffed  to  the  mayor  of  Paris,  another  to  Mr.  Stephen  Leroux,  merchant  and  muni- 
"  cipal  officer,  and  a  third  to  M.  Cardot,  municipal  officer  at  Chaillot. — Some  citizens 
"  and  a  patrole  arrefted,  in  the  Place  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  the  man  who  had  the  letter 
"  for  M.  Cardot,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  latter.  The  letter  being 
**■  opened  in  the  prefence  of  the  commiflary  of  the  police,  was  as  follows:— 

**  M.  Cardot,  haften  ;  come  to  the  palace — Your  friends,  your  brothers  are  there. 

Half  paji  one  in  the  morning." 

"  This  note,  without  a  fignature,  furprized  Cardot,  who  went  to  the  mayoralty,  and 
"  required  the  affiftance  of  the  adminiftrator  of  the  police.  M.  Sergeant  accompanied 
"  him  ;  both  took  information  at  length  in  the  houfe  of  the  commifTary  for  the  feclion 
i£  of  the  Thuilleries ;  and  it  appeared,  that  Meflrs.  De  Joly,  minifter  of  juftice,  and 
"  DuBocage,  minifter  of  the  marine,  had  invited  the  two  municipal  officers  to  come 
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«  that  night  to  the  palace,  at  all  events,  and  that  the  minifters  had  promlfed  they 
*'  fhould  there  find  friends. 

( Signed )  **  Sergeant,  Adminiftrator." 

The  perfon  of  the  king  being  fafe,  no  farther  notice  was  taken  of  the  affair. 

On  the  feventh  a  tumultuous  crowd  came  from  the  Champ  de  Mars,  with  a  roll  of 
parchment,  figned  by  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  all  the  fecTions.  This  parchment  had 
lain  for  eight  days  on  the  altar  which  was  built  for  the  ceremony  of  the  federation,  and 
was  brought  to  the  door  of  the  Aflembly  as  a  petition,  by  a  mob  of  both  fexes.  After 
fome  oppofition,  it  was  ordered  that  twenty  of  them  fhould  be  admitted  to  the  bar. 
One  of  them  carried  a  pole  crowned  with  a  red  cap,  inscribed  with  thefe  words,  "  De- 
iiJlru£lion  du  pouvolr  perfccutifib\"  and  the  following  words  beneath,  "  Appel  a:; peuple37* 
Thefe  infcriptions  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Aflembly  ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be 
torn  off"  before  the  petition  was  read.  The  petition,  which  was  of  a  moft  incendiary 
nature,  took  near  an  hour  in  reading.  The  petitioners  were  informed  that  the  Aflembly 
would  take  their  petition  into  confideration. 

The  next  day  a  debate  of  great  expectation  took  place  in  the  National  Aflembly.  A 
committee  of  twelve  members  were  fome  time  fince  appointed  to  deliberate  on  the  con- 
duct of  La  Fayette.  Jean  de  Brie  made  the  report,  in  which  he  greatly  blamed  the 
conduct  of  the  general,  in  having  calumniated  and  menaced  the  National  Aflembly  ;  in 
having  had  the  defign  to  march  his  army  againft  Paris;  and  in  having  aflumed  unconsti- 
tutional power  :  and  the  reporter  concluded,  by  propofing  a  decree  of  accufation. 

The  difcourfe  of  Jean  de  Brie  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  audience  in  the  tribunes. 
M.  Vaublanc  made  an  able  and  eloquent  defence  of  the  general's  conduct ;  but  when 
he  propofed  the  previous  queftion  on  Jean  de  Brie's  motion,  the  people  in  the  galleries 
raifed  the  moft  violent  exclamations  and  murmurs,  which  were,  however,  balanced  by 
the  applaufeof  the  majority  of  the  Aflembly.  Briflbt  fpoke  next,  and  added  new  force  to 
the  reafoning  of  Jean  de  Brie.  When  the  decree  of  accufation  was  put  to  the  vote,  it 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  near  two  hundred,  which  decifion  gave  great  offence  to  the 
people  ;  in  confequence  thereof  they  were  determined  to  carry  the  queftionof  the  King's 
Deposition. 

A  number  of  letters  were  read  from  members,  complaining  that  they  had  been  infult- 
<d,  menaced,  and  actually  aflaulted,  by  the  mob,  for  having  fpoken  or  voted  in  fa     v    u 

3«  Deftru&ioR  to  the  persecuting  power.  37  Appeal  to  the  people. 
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La  Fayette.  They  reprefcnted  that  the  members  of  the  Aflembly  were  no  longer  at  li» 
lipity  to  fpeak  their  fentiments;  and  that  unlefs  Arong  meafures  were  taken  to  fecure 
their  perfons,  they  mud  feek  an  afylum  in  fome  other  place. 

Thcfe  and  many  other  fimilar  complaints  occupied  the  AfTcmbly  'till  five  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  ninth,  when  M.  Condorcet,  as  reporter  of  the  extraordinary  commiffion, 
ftated  the  various  confiderations  conneclcd  with  the  grand  queftion  of  the  King's  For- 
feiture, and  concluded  thus:  "  Whatever  plan  you  may  adopt,  you  will  be  accufed, 
"  of  having  violated  the  conftitution.  You  arc  forced  to  fteer  between  the  boundaries 
"  of  your  own  powers  and  the  violation  of  rights.  You  ought  to  confine  yourfelves 
••  within  the  limits  of  the  law.  Your  committee  will  not  prefent  a  complete  plan  of  the 
"  meafures  to  be  purfued  in  fuch  circumftances.  -We  are  fully  fenfihle  how  prefling  the 
"  clangers  of  the  country  are  ;  but  too  much  precipitation  might  ruin  it,  and  meafures 
f  badly  combined  might  not  be  fufficient.  You  ought  to  run  every  rijk  to  fave your  coun- 
*'  try,  but  remove  from  danger  every  thing  you  can.  Your  committee  will  at  prefent  re- 
"  commend  to  you  only  one  meafure,  which  is  to  publifh  an  inftruction  to  the  people  on 
"*'  the  mode  of  exercifing  tlieir  right  of  fovereignty,  in  order  to  put  them  on  their  guard 
"  againft  the  errors  into  which  they  may  be  precipitated." 

The  proceedings  of  the  Aflembly  were  interrupted  by  the  fudden  appearance  of  Petion. 
He  faid  that  a  rumour  having  been  fpread  that  a  plot  was  formed  for  carrying  off"  the 
king,  the  people,  as  if  actuated  by  one  fpirit,  had  all  bent  their  way  towards  the  Thuil- 
leiies,  to  prevent  his  being  carried  away  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  a  certain  number  of  citi- 
zens from  each  battalion  of  the  national  guard  were  ordered  to  do  duty  at  the  palace. 
The  Aflembly,  confidering  the  prefent  dangerous  fituation  of  the  capital,  decreed,  That 
till  order  be  rcftored  the  fitting  fhall  be  permanent. 

Befidcs  the  Swifs,  the  number  of  gentlemen  and  others  who  repaired  to  the  palace  on 
this  alarming occafion,  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to  from  twelve  to  thirteen  hunched  men. 
As  thefe  were,  however,  not  confidered  fufficient  to  repel  the  threatened  attack,  M. 
Mandat,  commander  of  the  national  guards,  a  man  ftrongly  attached  to  the  conftitution, 
having  represented  to  the  mayor  the  apprehenfions  he  entertained  for  the  fafety  of  the 
royal  family,  obtained  from  that  magiflrate  a  written  order  to  defend  the  palace  with  all 
his  force,  and  to  repel  the  attack  of  any  invader.  The  detachments  of  the  national 
guards,  which  Mandat  had  ordered  to  the  palace  upon  this  occafion,  are  ftated  at  about 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  men,  with  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and  to  thefe  may  be 
added  the  gendarmerie  a  cheval,  a  body  of  cavalry  amounting  to  about  one  thoufand. 

With  this  force,    well-ordered  and  well-arranged,    it  is  the  prevalent  opinion,    that 
had  there  exifled  a  fufficient    portion  of  fpirit,  firmnefs,  and  unanimity  in   tha  council 
within  tli-e  caftle  of  the  Thuilleries,  it  might  fuccefsfully  have  refilled  the  defigns  of 
the  republicans.'    Some  dependence  was  alfo  to  be  placed  upon  the  temper  and  modera- 
tion. 
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tion  which  the  majority  of  the  Affembly  had  lately  exhibited,  and  upon  the  indignation 
which  the  more  refpe&able  inhabitants  of  Paris  had  expreffed  with  refpecl:  to  the  out- 
tj0cs  of  the  twentieth  of  June. 

Within  he  Thuilleries  all  was  confternation  and  difmay.  Some  fhew  of  order  was 
however  prcierved.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  mayor  repaired  to  the  palace, 
where  he  remained  till  between  two  and  three  in  the  morning.  There  is  no  proof  that 
he  was  detained  by  force;  but  the  difaffe£ted  made  ufe  of  the  circumftance  of  his  re- 
maining there  to  circulate  a  report  to  the  injury  of  the  royal  party,  that  he  was  either 
murdered  or  kept  as  a  hoftage.  This  report  reaching  the  Affembly,  the  prefident  thought 
proper  to  order  him  before  them,  and  he  immediately  appeared  at  their  bar ;  when  he  was, 
probably- by  his  own  defire,  put  under  an  arreft  by  his  own  party,  as  he  was  afhamed  or 
afraid  to  appear  more  openly  in  fo  difgraceful  a  tranfadtion- 

At  midnight  the  alarm-bell  was  founded,  and  the  drums  beat  to  arms  through  the 
city.  In  this  moment  of  confufion  a  moft  unjuftifiable  and  illegal  ftep  was  taken.  As 
it  was  pretended  that  the  prefent  council  of  the  commune  did  not  poflefs  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  a  few  perfons  from  each  of  the  fedtions  immediately  affembled  totlect  a 
new  one,  and  the  meafure  was  carried  into  effect  upoi^the  fpot,  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
[  whole  municipality,  Petion,  Manuel,  and  Danton,  only  excepted.  This  felf-elected 
commune  took  immediate  poffeffion  of  the  common-hall,  and  proceeded  to  fuch  meafures 
as  might  moft  effectually  promote  the  defigns  of  the  infurgents. 

One  of  their  firft  refolves  proved  fatal  to  the  royal  party.  As  Mandat  was  known  to 
be  a  determined  fupporter  of  the  confiitution,  it  was  evident  that  his  prefence  would 
afford  the  ftrongeft  encouragement  to  the  national  guards,  and  would  greatly  contribute 
to  the  retaining  them  in  their  duty  ;  and  the  order  which  he  had  received  from  the 
mayor  was  an  additional  authority  in  the  eyes  of  the  foldiery  and  people:  it  was  there- 
fore determined  to  deprive  the  king  of  this  effential  fupport.  The  creation  of  a  new 
municipality  was  not  known  at  the  palace  ;  and  under  the  cover  of  this  delufion  a  mef- 
fage  was  difpatched  to  Mandat,  requiring  his  attendance  at  the  common -hall,  under  the 
pretence  that  they  had  fomething  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  communicate  to  him. 
Mandat  was  then  occupied  in  affigning  to  the  national  guards  their  different  pods ;  and, 
as  if  fufpicious  of  a  confpiracy  again  ft  his  life,  hefitated  to  obey  the  order.  A  new  mef- 
fage,  more  preffing  than  the  former,  was  therefore  fent ;  and  the  procureur-fyndic  joined 
with  two  other  municipal  officers  who  were  prefent,  in  perfuading  him  to  obey  the  com- 
mands of  the  conftituted  authorities.  He  left  the  palace  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn* 
ing,  and  proceeded  to  the  town-houfe,  accompanied  by  a  fingle  aid-du-camp. 

The  furprize  of  this  unfortunate  officer  may  eafily  be  imagined  at  meeting  an  affem- 
bly fo  different  from  what  he  had  expected  ;  and  his  furprize  muft  have  been  augmented 
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at  finding  himfelf  abruptly  charged  with  a  plot  to  maflacre  the  people.  After  a  fliort 
interrogation  he  was  ordered  toHhe  abbey- prifon  ;  but  as  he  defcended  the  flairs  he  was 
fhot  through  the  head  with  a  piftol.  M.  Santerre  was  appointed,  by  the  fame  authority, 
to  the  command  of  the  national  guard,  which  however  he  did  not  immediately  aflume. 

The  king  had  notclofedhis  eyes  during  the  whole  of  this  eventful  night ;  indeed  the 
only  part  of  the  family  who  retired  to  reft  were  the  royal  infants.  At  fix  o'clock  it  was 
thought  expedient  that  the  king  fhould  review  the  troops.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to 
the  court  yards,  where  he  was  faluted  with  the  acclamations  of  "  Five  le  Roi!"  from  the 
Swift,  and  it  was  echoed  by  the  national  guards.  The  artillery,  however,  and  the  bat- 
talion of  Croix  Rouge,  fhouted  "  Five  la  Nation  /"  and  fome  of  the  more  infolent  and 
difaffected,  "  Five  Petion  /"  The  national  guards  being  deprived  of  their  commander, 
and,  confequently  at  that  moment,  governed  by  no  efFedYive  authority,  the  example 
of  the  artillery  foon  became  contagious,  and  their  unruly  and  indecent  conduit  evinced 
bow  little  confidence  was  to  be  placed  upon  their  fidelity. 

As  foon  as  the  king  returned  from  reviewing  the  troops,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in 
the  palace  formed  themfelves  into  regular  companies ;  and,  animated  by  enthufiafm  and 
defpair,  would  undoubtedly  have  made  a  moft  gallant  defence,  had  the  king  remained  at 
their  head. 

At  eight  o'clock  M.  Rcederer  entered  the  council  chamber  where  their  majefties  were, 
at  the  head  of  the  department ;  his  firft  words  were,  "  No  perfon  fhall  interpofe  between. 
-"  the  king  and  the  department."  He  requefted  to  fpeak  with  the  king  and  queen  in 
private ;  and  proceeded  to  reprefent  the  imminent  danger  which  at  this  moment  im- 
pended over  their  majefties,  and  all  that  were  attached  to  them  ;  he  affurcd  them  that 
very  few  of  the  national  guard  were  to  be  depended  upon,  and  that  the  majority  were  to- 
tally corrupted.  That  inftead  of  defending  the  palace  they  would  inftantly  join  the  af- 
failants  ;  that  the  number  of  the  infurgents  was  fuch  that  it  was  infanity  to  oppofe,  and 
entreated  that  they  would  repair  to  the  only  afylum  which  was  open  to  them — the  Na- 
tional Aflembly.  The  queen,  whofe  penetration  led  her  to  fufpecT;  a  confpiracy,  and 
whofe  force  of  mind  was  generally  more  difpofed  to  refiftance  than  fubmiffion,  oppofed 
with  vehemence  M.  Rcederer's  propofal,  and  exclaimed — "  That  fooner  than  remove  fhe 
"  would  be  nailed  to  the  walls  of  the  palace."  But  the  habitual  gentlenefs  of  the 
king's  character  induced  him  to  comply.  They  met  with  no  interruption  in  croffing 
the  Thuilleries  to  the  ftaircafe  leading  to  the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans;  but  there  his 
majefty  was  detained  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  by  the  populace,  who  mingled  with  the 
.groffeft  abufe  the  mbft  alarming  threats  againft  his  perfon.  The  directory  of  the  de- 
partment at  length  prevailed  on  the  multitude  to  give  way,  and  one  of  the  moft  forward 
of  the  infurgents  (hatched  the  prince  royal  out  of  the  queen's  arms,  and  carried  him  to 
the  Aflembly. 

The 
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The  legiflative  body,  at  the  moment  their  majefties  entered,  were  engaged  in  a  tu- 
multuous debate,  on  the  motion  for  fending  a  deputation  to  conduct  the  king  and  the 
royal  family  to  the  hall.  As  foon  as  he  entered,  the  king  feated  himfelf  by  the  fide  of 
the  prefident,  and  addreffbd  the  Affembly  in  thefe  words:  "I  am  come  hither  to  prevent  a 
"  great  crime — Among  you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myfelf  in  fafety."  The  king  ami 
queen  were  accompanied  by  their  fon  and  daughter,  and  rheprincefs  Elizabeth — A  volun- 
tary deputation  of  the  members  had  proceeded  to  the  door  of  the  hall  to  introduce  them. 

It  was  obferved  by  one  of  the  members,  that  the  king's  prefence  put  a  reftraint  on  the 
debates  ;  on  which  he  defcended  to  the  bar  where  his  family  was,  and  with  them  was- 
conducted  into  a  box  on  the  right  hand  of  the  prefident,  called  La  Loge  du  Logographe, 
where  feven  or  eight  perfons  ufed  to  fit  around  a  table  to  take  down  in  writing  the  de- 
bates, and  every  thing  remarkable  which  pafTed  in  the  Affembly. 

They  had  not  been  fituated  long  there  when  the  action  began.  The  National  Affenv- 
bly  being  near  the  fpoton  which  the  engagement  took  place,  feveral  cannon-ball  ftruck  the~ 
roof,  and  fome  muiket-fhot  entered  the  windows.  What  intereft  all  within  mud 
have  taken  in  this  action,  will  be  eafily  imagined.  Some  members  rofe  and  changed  their 
feats,  when  the  cannon  were  firft  heard  ;  but  the  prefident,  calling  to  order,  faid  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  member  to  remain  with  fteadinefs  at  his.  poft,  and  ferve  his  country  to 
the  beft  of  his  abilities.  After  this  every  member  kept  his  place,  except  fuch  as  were 
deputed  on  fome  particular  bufinefs  by  the  ptrefident 38, 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  king,  on  his  departure  from  the  palace,  did  not  leave 
diftinct  and  pofitive  orders  to  thofe  who  remained,  to  capitulate.  Much  bloodfhed  would 
probably  have  been  avoided  by  this  means  ;  and  there  is  even  fome  reafon  to  think  that  the 
event  might  have  proved  more  favourable  to  the  king  himfelf  than  it  did.  The  democratic 
party  charge  this  neglect  to  the  duplicity  of  the  king  ;  who,  they  alledge,  vvifhed  to  fecurc 
two  chances  to  himfelf; — the  reftoration  to  his  former  dignity,  fhcjuld  his  party  prove 
victorious  ;  and  at  the  worft  he  expected  to  efcape  with  his  life,  by  taking  fhelter  in 
the  National  Affembly.  This  account  of  his  motives  is,  however,  probably  no  more 
than  one  of  thofe  uncharitable  infinuations  which  at  fuch  a  crifis  the  malignity  of 
party  ufually  invents ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  king  is  more  naturally  to  be  attributed  to 
that  confufion  and  anxiety   which,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  deprives  the  moil  collected  mind  of 

3'  Atone  time  there  was  fuch  a  noife  and  buftle  in  the  paffage  immediately  behind  the  two  fmall  rooms  in 
which  the  royal  family  were,  that  their  attendants  became  apprehenfive  that  fome  ruffians  were  about  to  break  in 
and  offer  them  violence  ;  and  therefore  they  endeavoured  to  wrench  out  the  iron  bars  which  feparated  the  box 
from  the  hall  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  royal  family  might  throw  themfelves  into  the  hall,  if  neceffary :  the  bars 
were  not  removed  till  the  lung  himfelf  aflifted,  and  by  repeated  efforts  at  laft  forced  them  out.— Ahue'i  Jwigk 
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half  its  functions.  At  this  diftance  of  time  we  can  reafan  with  temperance  and  judg- 
ment; but  how  fhould  we  have  acted,  if  placed  in  circumftances  fo  extremely  difficult, 
and  fo  trying  to  human  infirmity? 

The  reports  which  had  been  induftrioufly  circulated  of  a  plot  formed  within  the  palace 
for  the  mafTacre  of  the  citizens,  had  already  caufed  the  favagc  multitude  to  thirft  for 
blood.  In  thecourfeof  the  night  two-and-twenty  perfons  had  been  arretted,  under  various 
pretences,  in  the  fee-lion  of  the  Feuillans,  and  imprifoned  in  I  ird-houfe.   Eleven  of 

them,  who  were  confined  in  a  feparate  apartment,  had  however  the  good  fortune  to  fave 
themfelves  by  leaping  out  of  a  window  into  an  adjoining  garden.  For  fome  time  the 
infurgents  had  been  extremely  clamorous  in  the  court  ot  the  Feuillans,  demanding  the 
Sacrifice  of  the  prifoners :  and  about  half  pail  eight  a  municipal  officer  afcended  a  bench, 
and  exhorted  them,  with  great  humanity,  to  abltain  from  violence  and  cruelty.  'J  n.s  re- 
fpe£tab!e  magiftrate  was  foon  filenced  by  clamour  ;  and  a  horrid  banditti,  headed  by  a 
wretch  who  difgraced  the  name  and  form  of  woman,  a  profiitute  of  the  name  of  The- 
roigne,  proceeded  to  the  committee,  to  demand  their  immediate  llaughter.  Nne  inno- 
cent perfons  were  inhumanly  murdered,  fome  of  them  by  the  hands  of  the  inf.. nous 
Theroigne  Among  thefe  was  a  M.  Sulea,  a  man  of  letters,  of  great  merit,  whole  on- 
ly crime  was  being  attached  to  his  king  ;  and  the  abbe  Bouyou,  a  dramatic  writer.  Their 
heads  were  immediately  fixed  on  pikes,  and  carried  as  trophies  round  the  city,  toencreafe, 
•had  it  been  neceffary,  the  favage  ferocity  of  the  populace,  and  the  fears  and  horror  of 
all  honeft  men. 

The  number  of  the  infurgents  has  been  ftated  at  about  twenty  thoufand  effective 
-men.  The  crowd  of  idle  fpedtators  who  followed  them,  partly  from  curiofity  and  part- 
ly in  hopes  of  plunder,  was  innumerable.  The  active  rebels  confifted  chiefly  of  the 
lower  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fuhurbs,  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Sans- 
culottes, with  fome  hundreds  of  the  Marfeillois,  and  other  federates,  who  were  certainly 
the  moft  daring,  and  contributed  moft  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife. 

The  moft  loyal  among  the  national  guards  were  difpirited  by  the  lofs  of  their  com- 
mander, and  difgufted  by  the  flight  of  the  king.  Murmurs  circulated  among  them;  the 
purport  of  which  was,  that  "  they  were  inevitably  betrayed,  and  that  with  the  ariftocrates 
"  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Svvifs  on  the  other,  they  were  between  two  fires."  Even 
the  Swifs  themfelves  were  completely  difcouraged.  Their  commander  in  chief,  M. 
Affry,  was  abfent ;  M.  Bachmann,  fecond  in  command,  and  his  adjutant,  had  accom- 
panied the  king  to  the  National  Aflemb'ly  ;  the  captains  of  the  companies  were  either-not 
at  their  pofts,  or  thofe  who  remained  wt**e  utterly  at  a  lofs  what  courfe  to  purfue. 

At  about  a  quarter  paft  nine  the  gates  of  the  cour  royale  were  forced  open,  and  the  mob 
ruibed  furioufly  in,  headed  by  a  party  of  the  Marfeillois,  whofe  leader  drew  them  up  in 

two 


I792-] 


LEWIS    THE     SIXTEENTH.  591 


two  fquare  divifions  facing  the  palace.  They  brandifhed  their  fpears,  and  levelled  their 
pieces  with  menacing  geftures ;  while  the  Swifs  and  national  guards  from  the  windows 
entreated  them  by  figns  to  keep  the  peace  and  withdraw. 

A  number  of  the  fans-  culottes  at  length  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the  firft  flair-cafe,  and 
having  feized  the  Swifs  centinel,  and  five  other  of  his  countrymen,  difarmed  them  ; 
the  main  body  then  rufhing  in,  cruelly  beat  out  the  brains  of  the  defer.celefs  victims. 
On  obferving  this  outrage,  the  Swifs  drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  fome  on  the  flair-cafe, 
others  on  the  fteps  facing  the  chapel-door,  and  feeing  no  alternative  but  to  ftand  on  the 
defenfive,  fired  upon  the  murderers.  At  the  fame  moment  an  officer  in  a  national  uni- 
form, who  headed  a  party  of  the  rebels,  having  fired  his  piftol  into  the  palace, provoked 
•thofe  who  were  at  the  windows  to  return  the  fire.  Thus  the  action  commenced,  and  a 
brifk  cannonading  took  place. 

The  contefl  chiefly  lay  between  the  Marfeillois  and  the  Swifs.  After  a  moft  gallant 
refiftance  of  more  than  an  hour,  in  which  the  Swifs  were  frequently  victorious  in  dif- 
ferent parts,  thefc  brave  men,  from  the  want  of  ammunition,  and  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, were  obliged  to  give  way.  The  banditti,  enraged  inflead  of  being  interefted  by 
their  gallantry  and  fidelity,  purfued  the  fugitives  with  the  rancour  of  favages,  and  the 
vidtory  was  converted  into  a  maflacre.  The  national  guards,  horrid  to  relate,  united 
with  the  populace  in  the  extermination  of  thofe  whom  but  juft  before  they  had  confi- 
dered  as  their  fellow-foldiers.  All  the  Swifs  who  were  in  the  palace  were  murdered, 
many  of  them  on  their  knees  imploring  quarter.  A  fmall  party  of  feventeen  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  veftry-room  of  the  chapel ;  and  as  they  had  not  been  engaged  from  the 
the  firft,  they  imagined  that  they  might  enfure  the  clemency  of  their  victors  by  furren- 
dering  at  difcrction,  and  fhouting  "  Vive  la  Nation  /"  but  they  no  fooner  laid  down 
their  arms,  than  they  were  put  to  death.  Another  party  attempted  to  efcape  through 
Marfan  Court ;  about  eighty  were  killed,  the  remainder  fecreted  themfelves  in  hay-lofts, 
and  other  lurking-places ;  fome  perfons  lent  them  clothes  to  difguife  themfelves,  and  a 
few  of  them  confequently  efcaped,  but  feveral  afterwards  died  with  hunger' and  fatigue 39. 

4  N  .  The 

39  One  of  the  moil  remarkable  occurrences  of  that  memorable  day,  and  which  forms  the  ftrongeft  contraft 
with  moft  of  the  others,  happened  in  the  National  Affembly  it'felf. 

After  the  Swifs  began  to  give  way,  and  when  thofe  ill-fated  foldiers,  affailed  on  all  fides,  were  Slaughtered  with- 
out remorfe,  a  citizen  of  Paris  had  the  humanity  and  the  courage  to  protect  one  of  them,  whom  he  faw  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  ready  to  be  facriftced.  Having  torn  this  poor  Swifs  from  the  hands  of  his  alTailants,  he 
conducted  him  owrthe  bodies  of  his  countrymen  to  the  bar  of  the  National  Affembly.  "Here" — cried  the  gene- 
rous Frenchman — "  let  this  brave  foldier  find  protection — I  have  fave<l  him  from  the  fury  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
"  whofe  enemy  he  never  was,  and  only  appeared  to  be  through  the  error  of  others;  that  is  now" expiated, and,  Oh  ! 
"  let  him  in  this  hall  find  mercy  !"  Having  expreffed  himfelf  in  fuch  terms,  he  threw  his  arms  around  the  neck. 
cf  the  foldier ;  and,  overcome  by  fatigue  of  body  and  agitatiom  of  mind,  he  a&ually  fainted  in  the  arms  of  him 
whofe  life  he  had  f<»v«d. 

Tffc 
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The  gentlemen  who  remained  in  the  palace  faw  no  alternative,  at  this  formidable 
crifis,  but  to  proceed  as  well  as  they  could  to  the  National  Affembly.  The  only  pofli- 
ble  road  was  through  the  queen's  gate  :  they  rallied  all  the  Swifs  whom  they  found  dif- 
perfed  in  their  way,  and  as  many  of  the  national  guard  as  ftill  retained  their  fidelity. 
The  number  of  the  fugitives  might  amount  to  five  hundred;  but  as  only  one  perfon 
could  pafs  through  the  gate  at  a  time,  they  were  expofed  to  a  continual  fire  from  feveral 
battalions  ftatiohed  at  about  thirty  yards  diftance  ;  and  as  the  red  uniform  of  the  Swifs 
attracted  particular  notice,  thefe  devoted  ftrangers  were  ftill  the  greateft  fufferers. 

Of  the  remainder,  fome  efcaped  by  the  gardens,  and  others,  in  fmall  parties,  made 
good  their  progrefs  to  different  parts  of  the  city,  where,  upon  difperfing,  they  were  fe- 
creted  and  faved  by  the  humanity  of  individuals.  It  is  however  with  pain  that  we  find 
ourfelves  obliged  to  add,  that  of  this  fine  and  gallant  regiment  of  Swifs,  the  whole  num- 
ber that  furvived  the  maffacre  did  not  amount  to  two  hundred.  Thefe,  by  a  decree  of 
.the  AfTembly,  were  put  under  the  protection  of  the  (late. 

The  defencelefs  victims  who  were  found  in  the  palace  were  all  involved  in  one  prc»- 
mifcuous  maffacre.  The  gentlemen  ufhers^  the  pages,  thofe  who  were  in  the  lowed  and 
jnoft  fervile  offices,  were  flaughtered  without  difcrimination.  Streams  of  blood  defiled 
the  edifice  of  the  Thuilleries,  from  the  roof  to  the  foundations.  The  {hocking  barbari- 
ties which  were  pra£tifed  on  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Swifs  it  would  be  offenfive  to  de- 
cency to  relate.  The  maffacre  was  followed  by  a  general  pillage  of  the  palace.  Some 
ehefts  indeed,  containing  papers  and  affignats,  and  even  fome  of  the  royal  plate,  wer» 
taken  from  the  plunderers,  and  brought  into  the  hall  of  the  National  Affembly. 

The  maffacre  within  the  palace  was  the  fignal  for  affaffination  without.  The  refent- 
ment  which  the  refiftance  of  the  Swifs  had  excited  was  directed  even  to  the  porters  at 
the  coffee-houfes  and  hotels,  who  go  under  the  general  appellation  of  Swifs,  and  feveral 
of  them  were  murdered.  M.  Carl,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  foot  gendarmerie,  was 
killed  in  the  afternoon  on  coming  out  of  the  Logographic  lodge  where  the  royal  family 

The  fpedtators  could  not  but  be  affedted  by  this  fcene.  When  the  man  had  by  their  care  recovered  his  recol- 
JecYion,  he  bagged  that  he  migi.t  be  permitted  to  carry  the  Swifs  to  his  honfe;  for  he  faid  it  Wouftl  be  a  happinek 
to  him  to.Jodge  and  maintain,  during  life,  the  perfon  whom  he  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  fnatch  from  death. 

Notwithftanding  the  indignation  which  the  king  and  queen  muft  have  felt  at  many  things  they  had  heard,  they 
were  the  firft  who  began  the  applaufe  on  this  occafion,  which  inftantly  became  univerfal. 

The  prefident  addreffed  the  citizen  in  thefe  words:  "  The  National  Affembly  has  heard  you  with  pleafufe,  and 
"  applauds  your  courage  and  your  generofity."  Several  of  the  national  guards  came  and  congratulated  both  th« 
Swifs  foklier  and  the  citizen  who  had  favad  him. 

A  member  of  the  Affembly  propofed,  that  the  name  of  the  citizen  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  froces-verlal, 
which  was  inftantiy  agreed  to;  and  one  of  the  fecret:>;ie<  announced,  that  the  generous  citisen's  name  was 
Clemence,  and  that  he  was  by  profeflion  a  wine-raerchant. — Metre' i  Jo//rnaI. 

were : 
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were  ;  and  M.  d'Hermigny,  a  colonel  of  the  gendarmerie,  met  his  fate  in  the  fquare  be- 
fore the  Hotel  de  Ville.  In  this  maflacre  fifteen  hundred  people  are  fuppofed  to  have 
loft  their  lives.  Of  all  the  victims  of  popular  phrenfy  on  this  memorable  day,  none  is 
more  to  be  deplored  than  M.  Clermont  Tonnerre.  No  man  had  rendered  more  eminent 
fervices  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  in  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  than  this  un- 
fortunate gentleman,  and  even  when  he  ceafed  to  act  with  the  popular  party,  Lis  oppo- 
sition was  always  refpeclable  and  temperate. 

While  thefe  difgraceful  fcenes  were  adding,  the  National  Affembly  ftill  proceeded  to 
deliberate  with  great  firmnefs  ;  and  the  following  decree  was  propofed  by  M.  Vergniaud, 
in  the  name  of  the  extraordinary  commiflion,  and  adopted  by  the  Affembly  : 

"  The  National  Affembly,  confidering  that  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  executiv6 
M  power  is  the  caufe  of  all  our  evils,  and  that  this  want  of  confidence  has  called  forth, 
"  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  a  wifli  "that  the  authority  cntrttjled  by  the  confiitution  te 
"  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  Jhould  be  revoked,  and  that  the  only  means  of  reconciling  what  they 
*l  owe  to  the  fafety  of  the  people,  with  their  own  oath,  of  not  encreafing  their  own 
"  power,  are  to  fubmit  to  the  fovereign  will  of  the  nation — decree  as  follows  : 

"  1.  The  French  people  are  invited  to  form  a  National  Convention.  The  commit- 
"  tee  will  propofc  to-morrow  a  plan  for  pointing  out  the  time  and  mode  of  this  con- 
"  vention. — 2.  The  executive  power  is  provifionally  fufpended  from  this  moment,  until 
"  the  National  Convention  fhall  have  decreed  the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  purfued  for 
-*'  preferving  national  independence.  The  civil  lift  is  fufpended  ;  and  the  committee  will 
"  point  out  the  fum  which  the  legiflative  body  ought  to  allow  for  the  fubfiftence  of  th$ 
•*'  royal  family. — 3.  The  fix  minifters  now  in  office  fhall  exercife  the  executive  power. 
"  The  extraordinary  commiflion  fhall  prefent,  in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  a  plan  for  the 
"  organization  of  the  miniftry. — 4.  The  extraordinan/  commiflion  fhall  prefent  a  plajti 
"  for  appointing  a  governor  to  the  prince  royal. — 5.  The  king  and  the  royal  family  fhall 
*c  remain  under  the  protection  of  the  legiflative  body,  till  the  department  fhall  prepare 
"  apartments  for  them  at  the  Luxembourg. — 6.  The  king  and  royal  family  are  under 
*'  the  fafeguard  of  the  law,  and  their  defence  entrufted  to  the  national  guard  of  Paris. — ■ 
■*'  7.  All  magiftrates,  officers,  and  foldiers,  who  fhall  quit  their  poft,  fhall  be  declared 
"  infamous,  and  traitors  to  their  country. — 8.  The  department  of  Paris  fhall  this  day 
"  caufe  the  prefent  decree  to  be  proclaimed. — 9.  It  fhall  at  the  fame  time  be  tran/mit- 
"  ted,  by  extraordinary  couriers,  to  the  eighty-three  departments." 

It  was  near  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  eleventh,  when,  on  the  motion  of  M. 
Briffot,  the  Affembly  declared,  that  the  fix  minifters  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion; upon  which  they  decreed,  that  fix  others  fhould  be  chofen  from  among  themfelves; 
and,  alfo,  that  three  commiflioners  ihould  be  chofen  for  each  of  the  armies^ 

4  N  2  Oh 
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On  Sumlay  the  following  decree  was  paffed  by  the  National  AfTembly  :—<'  Firft,  The 
«'  hotel  of  the  minifter  of  juflice  {hall  be  inhabited  by  the  king. — Secondly,  He  fhall 
•«  be  furnifhed  with  a  guard,  fubordinatc  to  the  mayor  of  Paris,  and  to  the  commandant 
"  of  the  national  guard,  who  fhall  be  anfwerable  for  his  fafety,  and  that  of  his  family. 
*'  — Thirdly,  There  fhall  be  a  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  livres  to  pay  his  expences, 
•*  until  the  moment  of  the  National  Convention  meeting. 

"  The  National  AfTembly  alfo  declares,  That  the  king  is  fufpended  ;  and  that  both?- 
**  himfelf  and  family  remain  as  hoftages  ;  that  the  prefent  miniftry  have  not  the  confi- 
"  dence  of  the  nation,   and  that  the  AfTembly  proceed  to  replace  them.     That  the  civil 

**  lift  ceafe  to  take  place." 

■+■ 

It  having  been  decreed,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  admitted  to  fee  the  king,  without  art 
order  from  the  municipality,  fome  municipal  officers  prefented  themfelves  at  the  bar  ;  and 
the  prefident  informed  one  of  them,  M.  Manuel,  the  common  ferjeant  of  Paris,  that  the 
AfTembly  had  paffed  a  decree,  by  which  the  hotel  of  the  minifter  of  jaftice  was  fixed  on 
as  a  place  proper  for  th«  refidence  of  the  king  and  the  royal  family. 

Manuel  replied — "  The  municipality,  who  propofe  to  be  anfwerable  for  the  perfon  of 
"  the  king,  cannot  be  fo  after  the  decree  which  you  have  pafTed.  The  hotel  of  the-  mi- 
••  nifter  of  juftice  is  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  houfes,  which  may  afford  the 
"  ready  means  of  an  efcape  ;  whereas  the  Temple  ftands  by  it fe  1  f,  and  is  inclofed  with 
"  high  walls."  The  AfTembly  then  left  to  the  community  of  Paris  to  determine  on  a 
place  proper  for  the  refidence  of  the  king,  and  entrufted  to  them  the  care  of  detaining 
him  in  cuftody. 

Conformable  to  this  refolution,  the  council  general  of  the  commons  chofe  the  Temple 
for  the  place  of  the  refidence  of  the  king  and  his  family,  and  charged  the  provifional 
commandant  general  to  take  all  the  meafures  he  fhall  judge  proper  to  aflure  the  execu- 
tion of  the  decree. 

During  the  proceffion  of  the  king  and  royal  family  to  the  Temple,  M.  Petion  warn- 
ed the  queen  not  to  look  at  the  people  with  too  confident  an  air  (de  regarder  It  peuple 
«*  avec  moins  d'aJJ'urance).  "  You  fee" — faid  her  majefty — "  that  the  people  are  calm." 
iC  I  know,  on  the  contrary,  madam," — faid  Petion — "  that  they  are  very  much  irritated, 
"  and  may,  at  this  in-ftant  be  provoked  by  a  glance." 

Gn  a  motion  made  by  Thuriot,  the  AfTembly  decreed,  "  That  the  decree  by  which  the 
"  foldiers  of  the  national  gendarmerie  of  Paris  were  authorifed  to  name  their  own  offi- 
"  cers,.  fhould  be  extended  to  thofe  of  all  the  departments." 

M.  Gaudetr 
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M.  Gaudet  pfDpofed  the  following  plan  of  a  decree  for  fumrnoning  a  National  Con- 
vention : 

••  The  National  AfTembly,  after  having  invited  the  citizens,  in  the  name  of  liberty 
•'  and  equality,  to  afTemble  without  the  leaft  poffible  delay,  and  in  the  greateft,  poffible 
"  number,  decrees  — 

**  i.  The  primary  afTemblies  fhall  nominate  fhe  fame  number  of  electors  as  in  the  pre- 
11  ceding  elections.  The  voters  (hall  firft  take  the  oath  to  maintain  liberty  and  equali- 
"  ty,  and  to  die  in  their  defence. — 2.  The  diftinctions  of  citizens,  acYive  and  not  adlive, 
"  are  abolifhed.  To  be  adiniffible  to  the  primary  afTemblies,  it  fhall  be  fufficient  to  be 
"  a  French  citizen,  to  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  have  been  refident  for  a  year  in- 
•'  the  place,  and  not  to  be  a  menial  fervant.  They  who  have  not  taken  the  civic  oath 
"  fhall  be  bound  to  take  it. — 3.  Every  citizen  fhall  be  eligible,  without  any  other condi- 
••  tion  than  thofe  required  in  the  preceding  article. — 4.  The  electoral  afTemblies  fhall 
"  nominate  for  the  National  Convention  the  fame  number  of  deputies  as  for  the  prefenr. 
"  legiflature. — 5.  The  primary  afTemblies  fhall  obferve  the  fame  formalities  in  their 
"  operations  as  at  the  laft  election. — 6.  The  primary  afTemblies  are  convoked  for  Sun- 
"  day,  the  twenty-fixth  of  Auguft. — 7.  The  electoral  afTemblies  fhall  meet  in  the  chief 
"  town  of  each  department  on  the  fecond  of  September. — 8.  The  members  of  the  Na- 
•'  tional  Convention  fhall  repair  to  Paris,  on  or  before  the  twentieth  of  September. 
"  They  fhall  caufe  their  names  to  be  entered  in  the  archives ;  and  as  foon  as  they  fhall 
«•  amount  to  two  hundred,  the  prefent  legiflature  fhall  give  place  to  them. — 9.  Three 
"  livres  a  day  fhall  be  paid  to  the  electors  as  long  as  the  electoral  afTemblies  fhall  con- 
"  tinue  to  fit,  and  twenty  fous  a  mile  for  travelling  expences. — 10.  No  perfon  now  ex* 
*'  ercifing,  or  having  formerly  exercifed,  any  function  whatever,  fhall  be  ineligible  ta 
'*  the  National  Convention." 

The  phrenzy  of  the  populace  did  not  fubfide  for  fome  days  after  the  ftorming  of  thf- 
palace.  It  aflumed  indeed  not  the  formidable  afpeft  of  a  general  infurredlion,  but  it  was 
no  lefs  favage  and  dreadful  in  its  effects.  Several  atrocious  aflaflinations  were  commit- 
ted, and,  among  others,  the  refpeclable  Rochefoucault  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  attachment- 
to  the  king  and  conftitution.  After  having,  with  the  reft  of  the  department,  been  con- 
cerned in  the  fufpenfion  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  he  found  it  no  longer  fafe  to  remain  in 
Paris.  He  retired  to  his  own  eftate  ;  but  the  favages  carefully  tracked  his  fteps,  and 
he  was  fcarcely  arrived  before  he  was  affaffinated  ;  his  own  tenants  either  aiding  in  the 
murder,  or  at  leafl  looking  on  with  criminal  ftupefadtion. 

On  the  night  of  the  twelfth,   the  Affembly,  apprehenfive  of  a  formidable  oppofition 
from  the  army  of  La  Fayette,  difpatched  three  commiflioners  of  their  own  body  to  coun- 
teract 
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tci.ul  the  movements  of  that  general.  M.  la  Fayette,  however,  by  a  Angular  accident, 
was  previoufly  apprized  of  the  events  of  the  tenth.  He  had  fent  M.  Darblais,  one  of 
his  ftaff  officeis,  with  difpatches  to  tlie  war  minifter.  M.  Darblais,  on  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh,  had  advanced  almoft  within  light  of  Paris,  when  he  was  met  by  a  grena- 
dier of  the  national  guards,  who  apprifed  him  of  his  danger,  and  advifed  him  to  change 
horfes,  and  return  with  all  poffible  fpeed.  At  Sedan,  on  his  way  back,  he  found  M.  la 
Fayette,  who,  after  ftating  the  fadts  to  the  magiftrates  of  that  town,  advifed  them,  in 
duty  to  the  king  and  constitution,  to  arreft  the  commiffioners,  who,  accordingly,  on 
their  anival  there,  were  feized,  and  detained  in  prifon,  from  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft 
to  the  twentieth. 

In  the  mean  time  M.  la  Fayette  returned  to  the  camp ;  and  immediately,  diftributed 
dmong  the  battalions  the  following  letter: 

"  Citizen  Soldiers, 
"It  is  no  longer  time  to  conceal  from  you  what  is  going  forward  :  the  cohftit.ution 
"  you   fwore  to  maintain  is  no  more  ;  a  banditti  from  Marfeilles,  and  a  troop  of  fac- 
"  tious  men,  befieged  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries  ;  the  national  and  Swifs  guards  made 
:ff  a  vigorous  refiftance,  but  for  want  of  ammunition  they  were  obliged  to  furrender. 

"  General  d'Affry,  his  aids-du-camp,  and  his  whole  family,  were  murdered. 

*'  The  king,  queen,  and  all  the  royal  family  efcaped  to  the  National  Affembly  ;  the 
ei  factious  ran  thither,  holding  a  fword  in  one  hand,  and  fire  in  the  other,  and  forced  the 
"  legislative  body  to  fuperfede  the  king,  which  was  done  for  the  fake  of  faving  his  life. 

"  Citizens,  you  are  no  longer  reprefented  ;  the  National  Affembly  are  in  a  ftate  of  fla- 
"  very;  your  armies  are  without  leaders;  Petion  reigns;  the  favage  Danton  and  hie 
"  fatellites  are  mafters.  Thus,  foldiers,  it  is  your  province  to  examine  whether  you  will 
"  reftore  the  hereditary  reprefentative.to  the  throne,  or  fubmit  to  the  difgrace  of  having 
*'  a  Petion  for  your  king." 

The  general,  at  the  firft  moments  when  this  communication  to  the  foldiery  was  made., 
found  their  difpofitions  not  unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  the  conflitution ;  but  he  foon 
difcovered  that  fidelity  was  only  to  be  expected  from  a  fmall  circle  of  friends.  Appre- 
henfive,  therefore,  that  in  the  fpirit  of  revolt  which  his  army  manifested,  his  life  would 
be  attempted  by  fome  affaftin,  or  that  he  would  certainly  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands 
of  his  adverfaries,  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft  he  left  the  camp  in  the  night,  accompa- 
nied only  by  his  ftaff  and  a  few  fervants.     They  took  the  route  of  Rochefort  in  Liege, 

lich, feeing  a  neutral  country,  they  hoped  to  pais  unmolefted ;  but  an  Auftrian  general, 

Of 
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•of  the  name  of  Harancourt,  being  ftationed  there  with  an  advanced  pa&y,  arretted  th« 
fugitives,  and  fent  them  pjifbners  to  Namur. 

General  Arthur  Dillon  feemed  at  firft  inclined  to  imitate  the  example  of  La  Fayette  ; 
and  by  the  orders  which  he  published  to  his  army  on  the  thirteenth,  he  excited  fo  ftrong 
a  fufpicion  againft  him,  that  a  decree  was  actually  pafled  for  his  fufpenfion.  He  how- 
ever was  fo  fortunate  as  to  retradl  in  time  ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  commifTioners  of 
the  Aflembly  at  Valenciennes,  he  found  me2ns  fo  completely  to  conciliate  their  efteem, 
that  the  decree  was  repealed,  and  he  was  again  reinftated  in  his  full  authority.  Dumou- 
rier,  who  had  aflumed  the  command  at  Maulde,  faw  the  party  which  it  was  neceflary  to 
embrace,  and  anticipated  the  wifhes  qf  the  Aflembly,  by  applauding  the  new  Revolu- 
tion, even  before  the  arrival  of  their  commiflioners :  by  this  fortunate  ftep  he  regained 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  republicans,  which  he  had  loft  by  his  continuance  in  the  mi- 
niftry,  and  in  cpnfequence  was  afterwards  appointed  to  fucceed  La  Fayette  in  his 
command, 

Marfhal  Luckner  took  the  fame  decided  part.  In  his  letter  to  the  Aflembly,  he  even, 
insinuated  that  it  was  the  treachery  of  the  court  which  compelled  him  to  retreat  in  the, 
midft  of  victory  from  the  Netherlands ;  and  added, — That  now  the  king  was  depofed, 
he  hoped  he  fhould  not  be  ordered  to  retire  when  he  next  entered  the  Auftrian  territo- 
ries. Generals  Biron,  Montefquieu,  Kellerman,  and  Cuftine,  all  fubmitted  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  Aflembly,  and  of  the  provifional  council  of  ftate,  and  took  the  republi- 
can oaths,  as  well  as  the  foldiers  of  their  refpediive  armies. 

Though  the  force  of  La  Fayette  had  been  trifling  in  comparifon  with  that  of  hisad- 
verfaries,  as  it  did  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  men,  ftill  he  had  contrived  to  keep  the 
Auftrians  and  Pruflians  in  check,  and  they  had  made  but  little  progrefs  towards  the  fub- 
jugation  of  France.  The  confufion,  however,  which  the  late  tranfac~tions  had  pro- 
duced, encouraged  the  combined  armies  to  advance,  and  the  firft  conqueft  atchieved  was 
that  of  Longwy.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  Auguft,  general  Clairfait  prefented  himfelf, 
with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  before  that  fortrefs.  The  ficge  lafted  about  fifteen 
hours,  during  which  time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  continual  and  heavy  fire  of  bombs  and 
artillery.  The  commandant  reported,  that  the  magiftrates  and  citizens,  terrified  by  the 
bombardment,  had  infilled  upon  a  furrender,  and  that  he  had  only  complied  with  their 
requifition  ;  on  the  other  hand  it  was  iufpecled,  and  not  without  fome  ground,  that  no- 
thing lefs  than  treachery  in  a  commander  could  compel  a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  men,  well  appointed,  in  a  place  ftrongly  fortified,  and  defended  with  a  numerous 
train  of  artillery,  and  excellent  calements,  to  furrender  upon  fo  ihort  a  fiege.  Upon 
further  enquiry,  thefe  fufpicions  were  confirmed.  M.  Lavergne,  the  governor,  was  or- 
dered to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial;    and   a  decree  of  the  Aflembly  was  pafTed,   that- 
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whenever  it  mould  be  retaken,  thehoufcsof  the  citizens  mould  be  razed  to  the  ground, 
and  the  magistrates  profecuted  for  high-trcafon. 

The  capture  of  Verdun  fucceeded  that  of  Longwy.  It  was  fumtnoncd  by  the  duke 
©f  JJrunfwick  on  the  thirty-firft  of  Aug  aft,  nor  did  the  example  of  Longwy  deter  the 
inhabitants  from  becoming  the  dupes  of  their  apprehenfions.  As  that  town  was  loft  by 
the  treachery  of  the  commander,  Verdun  was  reduced  by  the  cowardice  of  the  citizens. 
Diftruftful  of  the  incivifin  of  the  officers  after  the  affair  of  Longwy,  the  Affembly,  by 
their  decree,  vefted  power  in  the  municipality  to  controul  the  deliberation  of  the  council 
of  war.  M.  Beaurepaire,  the  governor,  xvas  defirous  of  defending  the  town  to  the  laft 
moment ;  but  the  municipal  officers  were  determined  in  favour  of  a  capitulation,  and 
there  was  great  reafon  to  believe  that  the  foldiers  would  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  within 
as  well  as  without.  The  governor,  therefore,  after  much  oppofition,  finding  his  re- 
monftrances  unavailing,  drew  a  piftol,  and  fhot  himfelf  dead  upon  the  fpot.  The  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  garrifon  capitulated,  and  the  Pruflian  troops  entered  on  the  fecond 
of  September. 

Immediately  on  the  depofition  of  the  king,  the  following  letter  was  Tent  to  earl 
Gower,  the  Englifh  ambaffador  at  Paris,  by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  delivered  to  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs. 

"  My  Lord, 
"  In  lord  Grenville's  abfence  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  king  your  laft  dif- 
"  patches.  His  majefty  has  been  very  deeply  afflicted  in  receiving  the  information  of 
"  the  extent  and  the  deplorable  confequences  of  the  troubles  which  have  happened  in 
*«  Paris  ;  as  well  on  account  of  his  perfonal  attachment  to  their  Moji  Chrijiian  maje/lies, 
41  and  the  inter ejl  that  he  has  alvjays  taken  in  their  welfare,  as  for  the  earneft  defirc  he  has  for 
"  the  tranquillity  and  profperity  of  a  kingdom  with  which  he  is  on  terms  of  friend/hip. 

"  As  it  appears,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  the  exercife  of  the  executive  power 
«•  has  been  withdrawn  from  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  the  credentials  which  have 
"  hitherto  been  made  ufe  of  by  your  excellency  can  no  longer  be  valid.  His  majefty  is 
"  therefore  of  opinion,  that  you  ought  not  to  remain  any  longer  in  Paris,  as  well  on 
«'  this  account,  as  becaufe  this  ftep  appears  to  him  the  moft  conformable  to  the 
"  principles  of  neutrality  which  he  has  hitherto  obferved.  His  majefty's  pleafure, 
"  therefore,  is,  that  you  fhould  quit  that  city,  and  return  to  England,  as  foon  as  you 
"  fhall  have  been  able  to  procure  the  neceffary  paffports  for  that  purpofe. 

"  In  all  the  conventions  that  you  may  have  occafion  to  hold  before  your  departure, 
"  you  will  take  care  to  exprefs  yourfelf  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  fentiments  herein 
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«<  communicated  to  you  ;  and  you  will  take  efpecial  care  not  to  neglect  any  opportunity 
«  of  declaring,  that  at  the  fame  time  that  his  majefty  means  to  obferve  the  principles  of 
"  neutrality  in  every  thing  which  regards  the  arrangement  of  the  internal  government  of 
"  France,  he  does  not  conceive  that  he  departs  from  thefe  principles,  in  raanifcfling,  by 
«  every  pojfible  means  in  his  power,  his  Jolicitu'de  for  the  perfonal  fafciy  of  their  Afojl 
*'  Chriftian  majeflies,  and  the  royal  family.  He  mod  earneftly  hopes  that  his  wiflies  in 
"  that  refpedt  will  not  be  deceived;  that  the  royal  family  will  be  preferved  from  every 
"  aft  of  violence,  the  commijfion  of  which  would  not  fail  to  excite  fentiments  of  umwrfal 
*'  indignation  throughout  all  Europe. 

"  I  have  thehonour  to  be,  &cc.  occ. 

•'  Henry  Dundas." 

f  The  French  minifter  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

"  The  underfigned,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  has  loft  no  time  in  communicating  to 
tl  the  provisional  executive  council  the  letter  communicated  to  him  by  his  excellency 
"  earl  Gower,  ambaflador  extraordinary  from  his  Britannic  majefty. 

"  The  council  has  feen  with  regret,  that  the  Bxitifh  cabinet  has  refolved  to  recal  an 
"  ambaflador  whofe  prefence  attefted  the  favourable  difpofition  of  a  free  and  generous 
"  nation,  and  who  has  never  been  the  organ  but  of  friendly  expreflions  and  of  benevo- 
"  lent  fentiments.  If  any  thing  can  abate  this  regret,  it  is  in  the  renewed  affurance  of 
"  neutrality  made  on  the  part  of  England  to  the  French  nation. 

"  This  affurance  feems  to  be  the  refult  of  an  intention,  wifely  confidered  and  formally 
"  expreffed  by  his  Britannic  majefty,  not  to  meddle  with  the  interior  arrangements  of  the  af- 
**  fairs  of  France.  We  are  not  furprifed  at  fuch  a  declaration  made  by  an  enlightened 
"  and  high-fpirited  nation,  who  have  been  the  fuft  to  acknowledge  and  eftablifh  the 
"  -principle  of  national  fovereignty  ;  who,  by  fubftituting  the  empire  of  the  laws,  the 
"  expreffed  will  of  all,  to  the  arbitrary  caprices  of  a  few  individuals,  have  been  the  firft 
"  to  furnifh  the  example  of  fubjecting  kings  themfelves  to  this  falutary  yoke  ;  and  who, 
f  finally,  have  not  thought  too  dearly  purchafed,  by  long  convulfions  and  violent  ftorms, 
"  that  liberty  which- has  been  productive  of  fo  much  glory  and  profperity. 

"  This  principle  of  the  unalienable  fovereignty  of  the  people  is  going  to  be  difplayed 
"  in  a  ftriking  manner  in  the  National  Convention,  the  convocation  of  which  has  been 
"  decreed  by  the  legislative  body,  and  which  will,  no  doubt,  fix  all  parties,  and  all  inte- 
"  refts.  The  French  nation  has  good  grounds  to  hope,  that  the  Britifh  cabinet  will 
"  not,  at  this  decifivc  moment,  depart  from  that  juftice,  moderation,  and  impartiality, 
**  whiclji  it  has  hitherto  manifefted. 

l~"         '  4  O  -:  Full 
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!  "  Full  of  this  confidence,  which  refts  on  fa&s,  the  underfigned  renews  to  his  excellen- 
'  "  cy,  earl  Gower,  in  the  name  of  the  provifional  executive  council,  the  aflurance  which 
'  he  has  had  the  honour  to  give  him,  viva  voce,  that  whatever  relates  to  the  commerce 
•<  between  the  two  nations,  and  all  affairs  in  general,  fhall  be  carried  on,  on  the  part  of 
"  the  French  government,  with  the  fame  jufticc  and  fidelity.  The  council  flatter 
*'  themfelves  that  there  will  be  a  full  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  government, 
"  and  that  nothing  will  interrupt  the  good  understanding  which  fubfifts  between  the 
'*•  two  nations. 

"  Le  Brun,  Minifter  for  foreign  affairs." 

Earl  Gower,  on  the  reception  of  this  letter,  quitted  Paris,  and  arrived  ia  London  on 
the  firft  of  September. 

Nearly  about  the  fame  period  a  decree  was  pafled  againft  M.  la  Fayette,  declaring  hint 
guilty  of  high-treafon.  Barnave,  Alexander  Lameth,  and  fome  others  of  the  confti- 
tuent  aflembly,  were  committed  to  prifon,  on  the  charge  of  a  counter-revolution  ;  which 
however  appeared  to  be  founded  merely  on  a  vague  mention  of  their  names  as  friend* 
to  the  king,  in  fome  papers  whicft  were  faid  to  have  been  found  in  ranfacking  tho 
Thuilleries. 

A  court  heing  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  the  criminals  of  the  tenth  of  Au- 
guft,  one  d'Aigremont  was  the  firft  prifoner  brought  before  this  tribunal.  He  had  for- 
merly been  Secretary  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  national  guards,  at  the  office  of  the 
Maifonde  Ville,  where  he  was  placed  by  the  late  miniflers;  and  was  now  accufed  of 
heing  the  chief  of  a  band  of  men,  raifed  and  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  making  anti- 
revolutionary  motions  in  clubs  ;  holding  difcourfes  of  the  fame  nature  on  the  terrace  of 
the  Feuillans,  the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Royal,  and  other  places  of  public  refort,  with 
an  intention  to  excite  fedition,  and  provoke  the  people  to  infurrections  againft  the  National 
Aflembly,  and  the  public  magistrates,  particularly  the  mayor  and  other  patriots. 

This  band  was  divided  into  detachments  of  ten  men  each,  every  detachment  having  a 
captain  and  lieutenant.  The  pay  of  the  captains  was  ten  livres;  that  of  the  lieutenants 
five  ;  and  that  of  each  private  man  two  livres  ten  fols  daily.  They  had  particular  figns  and 
watch- words,  by  which  they  knew  each  other,  at  the  public  walks,  at  the  tribunes,  and 
wherever  the  citizens  affemble.  They  alfo  carried  a  Stick  of  a  particular  kind,  which 
they  called  the  Conjiitution.  The  number  was  faid  to  amount  in  all  to  about  fifteen  hundred 
men.  D'Aigremont  paid  and  directed  the  whole.  The  captains  gave  an  account  daily 
to  him  of  what  had  pafled,  and  he  made  a  kind  of  return  of  this  in  three  notes;  one 
to  the  king  himfelf,  and  the  others  to  two  perfons  in  public  office. 
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The  advocate  for  the  prifoner,  befides  various  other  defences,  pleaded,  that  as  his  client 
had  been  arretted  on  the  eighth  or  ninth  of  Auguft,  he  could  not  be  judged  by  a  tri- 
bunal conftituted  for  the  trial  of  crimes  committed  on  the  tenth.  But  as  the  accufctioa 
of  the  prifoner  referred  to  what  happened  on  the  tenth,  this  plea  was  over-ruled. 

After  a  trial  of  thirty  hours,  three  proportions  were  given  to  the  jury  to  deliberate 
upon.  They  remained  three  hours  fhut  up.  On  their  return  into  court,  the  Srft  ar- 
ticle was  ftated  to  them  by  the  judge  :  "  Do  you  find  it  proved,  that  there  was,  on  the 
'*  tenth  of  Auguft,  a  confpiracy  within  the  Thuilleries,  to  excite  a  civil  war  in  the 
**  country  ?"  The  foreman  of  the  jury  anfwered  in  the  negative.  On  this  there  was 
a  general  murmur  among  the  audience. — The  judge  next  demanded,  "  Do  you  find  that 
¥  there  was  a  defign  in  the  Thuilleries  of  feizing  unconftitutional  power  ?"  To  this 
queftion  the  jury  anfwered  in  the  affirmative. — "  Do  you  find  it  proved  that  the  prifoner 
»'  was  engaged  in  this  defign?"  The  jury  found  this  proved  alfo.  After  t-hey  had  given 
their  verdi<5t,  the  judge  prondunced  fentence  on  the  prifoner,  and  he  was  condemned  to  be 
beheaded.  It  having  been  perceived,  as  he  retired  from  the  court,  that  he  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  national  guards,  two  perfons  went  into  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie, 
whither  this  poor  man  was  conducted  after  having  received  his  fentence,  and  informed 
him,  that  the  people  required  that  he  fhould  not  appear  on  the  fcafFold  in  that  drefs. 
With  this  requeft  the  prifoner  inftantly  complied. 

Five  hours  after  his  condemnation,  he  was  brought  to  the  place  of  the  Caroufel,  and 
executed  by  torch-light.     When  he  mounted  the  fcafFold,  the  fpe&ators  teftified  their 
joy  by  acclamation  and  clapping  their  hands ;  which  favage  token  of  fatisfadYion  they  re- 
doubled when  his  head,   after  being  fevered  from   his  body,  was  held  up  to   public  view- 
by  the  executioner. 

M.  La  Porte,  intendant  of  the  civil  lift,  was  next  brought  before  the  fame  tribunal. 
He  was  accufed  of  having  employed  the  money  of  the  civil  lift  in  printing  and  publifli- 
ing  an  immenfe  number  of  pamphlets,  libels,  and  placards,  the  tendency  of  which  was  - 
to  fpirit  up  the  people  againft  the  patriots,  and  bring  about  a  counter-revolution  ;  em- 
ploying and  paying  a  number  of  agents  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  remitting  money  to  the 
emigrants  at  Coblentz,  particularly  to  the  king's  body  guards,  who  were  in  that  city. 

In  general  he  denied  thefe  charges.  The  evidence  adduced  againft  him  confifted  chief- 
ly of  papers  and  letters  found  in  the  king's  cabinet  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  A  great 
many  letters  were  found  alfo  among  his  own  papers,  from  perfons  who  profefTed  great  loy- 
alty, and  willingnefs  to  rifk  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  king;  and  requefting  tickets  to 
be  admitted  into  the  gardens  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  alfo  into  the  palace  itfelf,  during 
the  time  that  the  former  were  kept  fluit  from  the  public. 

La  Ports 
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La  Porte  was  afked,  How  many  of  thofc  tickets  he  had  diftributed?  he  anfwered, 
"  None  ;  that  being  the  bufmefs  of  the  governor  of  the  Thuilleries."  He  was  next  inter- 
rogated, !  Idw  many  had  been  diftributed  ?  he  anfvvered,  "  About  two  thou  fan  !."  He  was 
then  (hewn  a.i  order,  figncd  by  him,  addrefled  to  the  Marechaux  de  Logis,  ordering  them 
to  prepare  accommodations  for  fome  officers  of  the  Swifs  guards,  on  the  ninth  of  Au- 
guft,  in  the  Chateau  ;  and  another  order,  likewife  figned  by  him,  to  the  coinmiffary  of  the 
magazine,  for  four  hundred  bed-covers  for  Swifs  guards  on  the  ninth:  which  figna- 
tures  he  acknowledged. 

Being  afked,  How  many  the  Swifs  guard  confifted  of  that  night?  he  anfwered,  That  he 

did  not  exactly  know;  but  that  it  was  double  the  ufual  number.     Being  afked,  If  he  had 

not  paid  the  gardes-du-corps  at  Coblentz,  and  if  he  had  not  tranfmitted  money  to  the  king's 

brothers   and   other  emigrants  ?    to  thefe,  and  all  queftions  tending  to  criminate  himfelf 

,eflentially,  he  anfwered  id  the  negative. 

He  was  afked,  If  he  did  not  keep  up  a  correfpondence  with  the  prifoners  at  Orleans? 
he  anfwered,  That,  of  all  the  ftate  prifoners  there,  he  only  knew  de  Briflac  and  Delef- 
fart  ;  the  firft  he  had  been  acquainted  with  at  fchool,  the  other  he  knew  only  after  he 
became  minifter;  but  that  he  had  maintained  no  correfpondence  with  either. 

Being  told  by  the  court,  That,  if  he  had  been  a  good  citizen,  he  would  have  informed 
the  National  Aflembly  of  the  great  expence  which  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  was  at  to  main- 
tain counter-revolutionary  agents,  and  a  counter-revolutionary  fpirit  in  Paris,  he  replied, 
That  by  his  office  he  was  to  pay  thofe  who  brought  orders  from  the  king. 

M.  Gohier,  one  of  the  commiffioners,  read  feveral  important  documents  found  at  La 
Porte's  to  the  Aflembly.  The  firft  was  a  printing-houfe  account,  of  work  done  and' 
paid  for  out  of  the  civil  lift,  viz. 

'•'■  An  advertisement   for  finking  the  credit  of  affignats. — Ditto  againft  the  Jacobins. 

"  Ditto  againft  the  foldiers  of  Chateau-vieux. — Advice  to  the  Parifians. — Proclamation 

"  to  the  emigrants,  printed  in  yellow. — A  piftole  given  to  the  bill-flicker,  for  the  blows 

"  he  laid  he  had  received  from  the  Jacobins. — A  Letter  from  a  Grenadier. — The  order  of 

"  the  emigrants  march. — Queftions  put  to  the  emigrants — Their  anfwer. — Another  adver- 

"  tifement  againft  the  Jacobins. — Hue  and  Cry  againft  the  Jacobins. — The  fhorterthe 

"  madnefs  is  the  better,  in  yellow,  &c.  &c." 

Gohier  proved  that  fuch  libels  were  attended  with  great  pecuniary  advantages  to  the 
authors  of  them.  He  read  a  letter,  addreffed  by  one  of  the  grand  confpirators  to  the 
fecretary  of  the  civil  lift,  in  which  he  informed  him  of  a  project;  he  had  conceived  of 
murdering  the  Jacobins,  difiblving  the  National  Aflembly,  taking  the  duke  of  Orleans 

into 
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intocuftddy,  bringing  about  a  counter-revolution,  Sec.  &cc.  Gohier  concluded  with  in- 
forming the  houfe,  that  proper  perfons  were  employed  in  examining  the  remainder  of  the 
papers  found  in  the  palace,  and  that  they  /hould  in  due  time  be  communicated  to  the 
public. 

Meflrs.  Goupilleau  and  La  Loy,  two  other  commiffioners  of  the  AfTemhly,  appointed 
to  verify  the  papers  found  in  the  palace,  came  to  communicate  the  refult  of  their  re- 
fearches.  One  of  the  moft  effential  pieces  was  a  letter,  written  in  the  form  of  a  note, 
by  the  king's  brother,  and  found  in  a  fmall  morocco  leather  pocket-book  in  the  king's 
defk.     The  contents  were  as  follows  : 

"  We  wrote  to  you  by  poft,    and  could  fay  nothing  : — We  are  two  of  us,  but  we  arew 
"  (till  only  one  :   we  have  the  fam;  fentjfnents-,  the  fame  projects,  the  fame  zeal  to  ferve 
"   you:   we  oh  ferve  the  ftrifleft   filence,  beoaufc  if  wehroke.it,   we  might  expefe  you  ; 
«'  but  we  Aval;  fpeak  out  as  foon  as  we  (hall    s  fure  ?f  general  fupport ;  and  that  mo- 
"  ment  is  not  far  dilianr. 

*.'  If  you  {peak  to  us  in  the  name  pf  thofb  fellows  ( meaning  the  Jacobins',  we  (hall 
'*  not  attend  to  you — if  >  your  own  name  we  iijali  be  attentive,  but  we  (hall  go  on 
*'  our  own  way  ;  thus  if  they  want  to  make  you  fay  any  thing  to  us,  do  fo — fear  110- 
"  thing,  for  we  on!v  exift  to  ferve  you  :  we  are  labouring  for  you  with  zeal,  and 
"  every  thing  is  going  on  well;  your  enemies  are  to;-  pinch  concerned  in  your  exif- 
"  tence,  to  be  led  to  commit  an  ufefefs  crime,  which  would  prove  their  total  ruin — 
«<  Adieu, 

"  L.  S.— Ch.  P." 

The  public  accufer  recapitulated  the  charges  and  evidence;  and  the  jury,  having  with- 
drawn for  two  hours,  declared  that  the  prifoner  w<.s  convicted  of  having  expended  im- 
menfe  fums  of  money  to  foment  a  civil  war,  and  by  that  means  reltore  the  ancient  def- 
potifm  ;  when  lie  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head. 

La  Porte  heard  the  fentence  pronounced  apparently  without  emotion  ;  and  with  equal 
calmnefsliftened  to  a  kind  of  exhortation  addreffed  to  him  by  t^e  prefident ;  he  then)  with- 
out taking  notice  of  the  prefident  or  his  exhortation,  turned  to  the  audience,  and  faid  : 
•'  Citizens,  I  pr-teft  that  I  die  innocent  ;  may  the  effufion  of  my  blood  reftore  tranquil- 
**  lity  to  the  kingdom  ! — but  I  doubt  it."  M.  L?  Porte  retained  the  fame  manly  be- 
haviour to  his  laft  moment;  his  appearance  on  th^  fcaftbld  was  i'c  model"!  and  dignified, 
as  to  move  the  -companion  of  many,  and  command  the  refpett  of  ail,  the  fpe&ators. 

Du  Rofoy,  a  man  of  letters,  formerly  editor  of  the  Gazette  de  Paris,  -and  of  another 
public  paper,  entitled,  "  Le  Roya/ifme,"  was  next  brought  to  the  bar.     Ke  was  accufed  of 

4  P  a  criminal 
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a  criminal  correfbondencc  with  the  enemies  of  the  Revolution,  both  within  and  without 
the  kingdom  ;  with  being  the  author  of  anti-revolutionary  writings;  with  being  involved 
in  the  guilt  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft ;  and  with  having  inferted  in  the  Gazette  de  Paris, 
of  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  a  plan  of  defence,  in  cafe  the  chateau  of  the  Thuilleries  fhoulcl 
be  attacked.  He  denied  having  any  connection  with  the  tenth  of  Auguft  ;  that  he  was 
then  at  Auteuil ;  and  faid  that  the  article  complained  of  was  inferted  in  tlie  Gazette 
without  his  knowledge.  Notwithstanding  a  very  eloquent  defence,  he  was  found  guilty 
by  tlie  jury,  and  condemned  like  the  reft.  Du  Rofoy  heard  his  fentence  with  great  firm- 
nefs,  faying,  "  It  becomes  a  rcyalift,  fuch  as  1  am,  to  die  on  Saint  Louis's  day."  Even 
on  tlie  fcaffold  he  preferved  his  courage,  and  expired  amidft  the  cries  of  "  Five  la 
"   Nation!" 

The  court  next  proceeded  to  try  M.  d'OlTonville,juftice  of  peace.  He  was  accufedof 
having  protected  d'Aigremont  and  his  accomplices  as  often  as  they  were  brought  before 
him',  and  of  being  an  accomplice  of  his  in  his  anti-revolutionary  proceedings,  and  involved 
in  the  confpiracy  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  The  chief  foundation  of  the  accufation 
againft  this  man  was,  that  his  name  was  inferibed  in  a  regifter,  found  in  d'Aigremont's 
pofleflion,  as  the  judge  before  whom  he  and  all  his  partifans  were  to  carry  every  appeal 
ordifpute  they  fhould  have;  and  it  was  proved  that  there  was  a  considerable  connection 
between  them.  The  jury,  having  been  fhut  up  two  hours,  returned  a  fpecial  verdict. 
That  d'Oflonville  had  co-operated  in  the  plan  of  d'Aigremont,  to  excite  a  civil  war,  and 
to  reftore  a  defpotic  government ;  but  that  it  wasnot  proved  that  he  had  aflifted  in  this 
knowingly,  and  of  defign.  This  prifoner  had  fo  little  expectation  of  a  favourable  ver- 
dict, that,  while. the  jury  was  inclofed,  he  faid  to  a  perfon,  who  poured  out  a  glafs  of  wine 
to  him — "  The  wine  you  have  poured  out,  my  dear  Sir,  is  the  laft  I  (hall  ever  tafte." — 
This  verdict  was  received  with  public  approbation. 

M.  Montmorin,  mayor  of  Fontainebleau,  and  formerly  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Flanders,  was  brought  before  this  tribunal.  He  had  already  undergone  an  examination 
before  the  National  AiTembly,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  now  brought  to  his  trial. 
He  was  accufed  of  having  been  engaged  in  fchemes  which  brought  on  the  action  of  the 
tenth.  He  made  a  very  able  defence,  and  fhewed  great  prcfence  of  mind  during  his  trial. 
The  jury  was  fhut  up  three  hours,  and  then  returned  a  fimilar  verdict  to  that  given  on  the 
trial  of  M.  d'Oflbnville — "  That  it  was  proved  that  there  had  been  plots  and  machina- 
41  tions,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  kindle  a  civil  war;  that  it  was  alfo  proved  that 
"  M.  Montmorin  had  aflifted  in  fome  of  thefe  ;  but  it  was  not  proved  that  he  had  aflifted 
"  wickedly,  or  with  an  intention  to  do  mijehiefy — This  verdict  was  no  fooner  pronounced, 
than  loud  murmurs  of  dilapprobation  were  heard  among  the  audience:  "  You  difcharge 
«'  him  to-day," — cried  one  of  them — '*  and  within  a  fortnight  he  will  order  our  throats 
"  to  be  cut^ 

This 
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This  created  fuch  confufion,  that  fatal  confequences  were  feared.  The  prefident  ex- 
poftulated  with  the  people,  and  pointed  out  the  fatal  tendency  of  their  interfering  in  an 
affair  of  this  kind;  but  he  was  notable  entirely  to  calm  them,  till  he  obferved,  that  per- 
haps there  were  among  the  jury  fome  perfons,  whofe  connections  with  the  prifoner's  family 
had  influenced  their  judgment;  in  which  cafe  it  would  be  proper  to  have  the  verdict 
revifed  by  a  new  jury. 

The  populace  were  fo  incenfed  that  the  prefident  thought  it  neceffary  to  conduct  M. 
Montmorin  to  prifon  himfelf,  to  protect  him  from  the  violence  of  the  people,  who  hi  fled 
and  hooted  him  as  he  pafled.  In  an  outer  court,  one  of  the  national  guards  aimed  a 
ftroke  with  his  fword  at  the  prefident,  which  was  parried  by  a  by-ltander,  fo  that  the 
judge  received  no  wound. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  the  next  place  to  intimidate  the  National  Aflembly.  The  day 
after  the  trial,  fome  perfons,  who  called  themfelves  deputies  from  the  people,  came  to  the 
bar  of  the  Aflembly,  to  fignify  their  difapprobation  at  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the 
jury  in  favour  of  Montmorin ;  and  required,  in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign  People,  a  fpeedy 
anfweron  the  fubject.  To  this  very  extraordinary  petition  the  prefident  replied — That 
the  Aflembly  would  enquire  into  the  obje<ft  of  their  requeft ;  that  undoubtedly  the  peo- 
ple of  France  was  fovereign ;  but  this  fovereignty  lay  in  the  whole  people,  and  not  in 
any  feparate  part,  and  never  could  be  exercifed  but  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  whole 
nation. 

M.  Montmorin,  formerly  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  was  likewife  brought  before  the 
National  Aflembly  for  examination.  The  following  articles  were  exhibited  againft  him — 
That  he  had  facrificed  the  intereft  of  France  to  that  of  Auftria,  in  oppofing  an  alliance 
between  France  and  Pruflia — That  he  had  concealed  the  league  of  the  foreign  powers 
againft  Fiance,  and  did  not  employ  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it — That  he 
pretended  ignorance  of  the  defigns  of  the  emigrant  princes,  and,  by  his  filence,  aided  their 
fchemes  againft  France.  When  interrogated  on  thefe  three  heads,  M.  Montmorin  an- 
fwered,  That  he  was  ignorant  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitx  ;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
defigns  of  the  emigrant  princes,  and  therefore  could  not  inform  the  Aflembly  of  either 
in  time;  and,  in  general, that  he  was  innocent  of  the  whole  charge.  The  Aflembly, 
however,  adopted  the  decree  of  accufation,  and  M.  Montmorin  was  accordingly  ordered 
into  cuftody. 

The  decree  for  tranfporting  from  the  kingdom  fuch  of  the  priefts  as  had  not  taken  the 
civic  oath  was  revived  in  the  Aflembly,  and  pafled  by  acclamation.  The  diftrefs  and 
mifery  which  many  worthy  individuals  fuffered  i  n  confequence  of  this  decree,  cannot  be 
fufficiently  deplored.  Many  of  thefe  vidims  of  confeience  were  hurried  from  their  con- 
nexions and  their  friends,  and  landed,  almoft  naked  and  pennyleft,  on  a  foreign  fhore ; 
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iomc  were  committed  to  prifon,  there  to  remain  till  a  mode  of  conveyance  out  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  he  found  ;  fome  were  maffacred  hy  the  populace  foon  after  they  were 
arreftcd  ;  and  no  inconfiderable  number  were  referved  for  the  melancholy  cataftrophe,  to 
which  we  fhall  have  Ipeedily  to  advert. 

Several  thoufands  of  thefe  unhappy  fugitives  were  received  in  England,  and  fupported 
for  upwards  of  twelve  months,  by  voluntary  fubfeription ;  all  parties  joined  in  the  promo- 
tion of  this  truly  Chriftian  undertaking;  no  prejudices,  religious  or  political,  could  ftifle 
the  voice  of  humanity,  or  eradicate  from  the  hearts  of  Britons  that  generous  philanthro- 
py, which  has  always  beencharacleriftic  of  the  nation. 

The  capture  of  Longwy,  and  the  approach  of  the  Pruffian  army,  fpread  an  inftanta- 
neous  alarm  through  the  metropolis,  and  the  Affembly  itfelf  partook  of  the  contagion. 
The  firft  rumour  intimated,  that  the  enemy  intended  to  leave  behind  them  the  fortified 
places,  and  proceed  immediately  to  Paris;  and  this  was  followed  by  continued  reports 
that  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  was  then  within  a  few  hours  march  of  the  capital.  At  this 
difaftrous  moment,  fufpicion  lodged  in  every  breaft,  and  terror  was  depicted  upon  every 
countonance.  Danton,  a  man,  who  from  a  low  origin  (with  only  the  advantage  of  a 
tolerable  education)  had  raifed  himfelf,  by  his  addrefs  and  abilities,  to  the  fituation  of 
miniflerof  juftice,  and  who  projected  the  plan  of  difmifling  the  old  municipality  on  the 
night  of  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  flood  forth  in  the  Affembly  on  this  memorable  emergency. 
"  Longwy" — faid  he — "  is  taken  ;  but  the  fafety  of  France  depends  not  on  a  fingle 
"  frontier  town.  Our  armies  are  ftill  entire.  Hitherto  we  have  carried  on  a  pretended 
"  war,  under  the  direction  of  La  Fayette.  The  nation  muft  now  make  war  in  perfon. 
*'  the  whole  mafs  of  the  people  muft  now  march  againft  the  enemy."  He  reprefented 
the  neceflity  of  fufFering  all  meafures  of  defence  to  originate  with  the  executive  power, 
and  of  converting  all  private  arms  to  the  public  ufe.  "  There  were" — he  faid— •"  more 
"  than  eighty  thoufand  mufkets  in  Paris,  in  the-poffeffion  of  private  perfons,  which 
*•  might  be  put  into  the  hands  of  foldiers."  He  propofed  to  fend  fix  commiffioners  from 
the  Affembly  to  the  fections  to  accelerate  the  enrolments;  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  he 
added,  might  be  equipped  from  thofe  horfes  which  were  kept  for  pleafure.  The  plan 
was  inftantly  adopted,  ordering  all  citizens,  who  were  not  prevented  by  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning  ;  and  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  fecond  for  difarming  all  fufpected  perfons. 

We  have  had  but  tittle  occafion,  fince  the  termination  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  to 
mention  M.  Robefpierre  4\     He  had,  fince  that  period,  occupied  the  ftation  of  public 

4*  I»  perfon  Robefpierre  is  certainly  not  an  Ajax,  although  he  js  thought  to  agree  with  that  hero  in  one  fenti- 
ment; — Tmius  efifiah  igitm  contendere  -verbis,  quam  fugnmemanu.  FeV  men,  however,  can  look  fiercer  than  Robef- 
pierre: in- countenance  he  hire  .a  ftrifcing  refemblanee  to  a  «at-tijer.— Moort's  J*urml, 

accufer,. 
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accufer,  and  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  Jacobin  fociety ;  and  had  been  chofen,  as  well  as 
Marat43,  a  member  of  the  new  commune,  on  the  night  of  the  ninth  of  Augufr.  Thefe 
men  Were  intimately  connected  with  D-antcn,  the  minifter  of  juftice  ;  and  to  this  trium- 
virate the  horrors  of  that  dreadful  maffacre,  which  we  are  now  about  to  relate,  have  been 
afcribed.  Since  the  fhocking  tranfacYions  which  took  place  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
Petion's  influence  had  been  on  the  decline  with  the  populace,  and  Robefpierre  had  pro- 
portionably  rifen  in  their  efteem.  His  unfeeling  and  fanguinary  temper  was  better  fuit- 
ed  to  their  habitual  and  favage  cruelty  ;  and,  as  he  was  illiterate  himfelf,  his  eloquence 
was  of  that  fpecies  which  is  beft  fuited  to  vulgar  comprchenfion.  In  the  Jacobin  club, 
this  man  had  been  unceafingly  clamourous  for  the  trial  of  the  ftate  prifoners ;  and  by  his 
endeavours  to  fatiate  the  barbarous  revenge  of  the  populace,  he  gained  upon  their 
affections. 

Intelligence  of  the  fiege  of  Verdun  was  received  in  Paris  on  Sunday  morning,  the  fe- 
cond  of  September.  The  minifters,  anticipating  the  alarm  which  the  difclofure  of  fuch 
intelligence  would  produce,  procured  the  decree  which  authorized  them  to  clofe  all  the 
barriers  of  Paris.     The  decree  of  the  community  of  Paris  was  in  thefe  words : 

"  To  arms,  citizens  !  to  arms  !   The  enemy  is  at  our  gates  ! 

"  The  procureur  of  the  community  having  announced  the  prefling  dangers  of  the 
"  country,  the  treafons  with  which  we  are  menaced,  and  the  deftitute  ftate  of  the  town 
««  of  Verdun,  now  befieged  by  the  enemy,  who  will,  probably,  in  eight  days  be  'matters 
"  of  it :  The  council-general  decrees, 

"   I.  The  barriers  fhall  be  immediately  clofed. 

"  2.  All  horfes  fit  to  ferve  thofe  who  repair  to  the  frontiers,  fhall  be  immediately  feized, 

"  3.  All  the  citizens  fhall  hold  themfelves  ready  to  march  upon  the  firft  fignaL 

"  4.  All  citizens,  who,  on  account  of  their  age  and  their  infirmities,  cannot  march, . 
"  fhall  depofit  their  arms  with  their  fedtions,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  fly  to  the  frontiers.  - 

"  5.  All  fufpe£ted  perfons,  or  thofe  who,  from  cowardice,  fhall  refufe  to  inarch,  fhall 
'*  be  inftantly  difarmed. 

*3  Marat  (a-Pruffian)  is  likewife  a  very  acYive  member  of  the  general  council  of  -the  commune. — This  Marat 
is  faid  to  love  carnage  like  a  vulture,  and  to  delight  in  human  facrifices,  like  Moloch,  god  of  the  Ammonites. 

Mara*  is  a  little  man,  of  a  cadaverous  complexion,  and  a  countenance  exceedingly  expreffive  of  his  difpofition'; 
to  a  painter  of  maffacres,  Marat's  head  would  be  iueftimable,    Such  heads  are  rare  in  England,  yet  they  are  fome- 
times  to  be  met  with  at  the  Old  Bailey.    The  only  artifice  he  ufes  in  favour  of  his  looks,  is  that  of  wearing  a  round  1 
> fcatjJb  far  pulled  down  before  a.s  to  hide  a  great  part  »f  his  countenance.—.Alwrf'j  Journal. 

(t  6.  Twenty. 
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"  6.  Twenty-four  commiflioners  (ball  go  immediately  to  the  armies,  to  announce  to 
"  them  this  refolution,  and  fhall  traverfe  the  neighbouring  departments,  inviting  the 
"  citizens  to  unite  themfelves  with  their  brothers  of  Paris,  and  march  together  to  meet 
««  the  enemy. 

"  7.  The  military  committee  fhall  be  permanent;  it  fhall  meet  at  the  common's-houfe, 
41  in  the  hall  formerly  that  of  the  queen. 

"  8.  The  alarm-guns  fhall  be  inftantly  fired,  and  the  generale  fhall  be  beat  in  all  the 
*'  fe&ions,  to  announce  to  the  citizens  the  dangers  of  the  country. 

"  9.  The  National  Aflembly,  and  the  provifional  executive  power,  fhall  be  informed 
"  of  this  decree. 

"  10.  The  members  of  the  council-general  fhall  repair  immediately  to  their  refpective 
"  citizens;  fhall  announce  the  purpofes  of  the  prefent  decree;  fhall  paint  with  energy' 
"  to  their  fellow-citizens,  the  ardent  dangers  of  the  country;  the  treafons  with  which 
"  we  are  environed,  or  menaced ;  they  fhall  reprefent  with  force,  that  liberty  is  threat - 
'**  ened,  and  the  French  territory  invaded  ;  and,  fhewing  that  our  return  to  the  mod  ig- 
"  nominious  flavery  is  the  objeit  of  all  our  enemies,  they  fhall  urge  our  duty  of  bury- 
■*'  ing  ourfelves  in  the  ruins  of  our  country,  and  of  delivering  up  our  cities  only  when 
*'  they  fhall  be  heaps  of  cinders. 

(Signed)  "  Huguenin,  Prefident. 

"  Tallien,  Secretary  Regiflrar." 

The  above  decree  was  immediately  fucceeded  by  the  following  proclamation  by  the 
community  of  Paris. 

"  Citizens,  the  enemy  is  at  the  gates  of  Paris.  Verdun,  which  detains  them,  Can 
"  only  hold  out  eight  days.  The  citizens  who  defend  it  have  fworn  to  die  rather  than 
"  furrender  ;  they  will  make  a  rampart  of  their  bodies  for  you.  It  is  your  duty  to  fly  to 
**  their  afliftance.  Citizens,  march  inftantly  beneath  your  colours  ;  go  to  meet  us  at 
"  the  Champ  de  Mars,  that  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  may  be  immediately  form- 
"  ed. — Let  us  go  and  expire  under  the  blows  of  our  enemies,  or  exterminate  them 
44  by  our  own." — Immediately  after  this  alarming  proclamation,  the  tocfin44  was  or- 
dered to  be  founded,  and  the  alarm-guns  to  be  fired,  the  populace  flocking  in  vaft  crowds 
to  the  Champ  de  Mars  ;  from  whence  it  was  fuppofed  they  were  to  march  in  a  body  to 
meet  the  invaders  of  their  country. 

4*  This  is  a  very  large  bell,  which  is  ftruck.  with  a  hammer.  There  is  one  of  them  in  each  of  the  forty-eight 
fe&ions  of  Paris. 

The 
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Although  the  alarm  guns  were  fired,  and  the  tocfin  was  founded,  yet  it  was  not  the 
knell  of  the  Pruffians,  hut  of  the  wretched  prifoners  in  the  different  gaols  of  Paris. 
The  people  did  affemble,  not  for  the  defence  but  extermination  of  their  countrymen.  It 
is  a  tribute  due  to  juftice,  however,  to  exculpate  the  citizens  in  general  from  the  crimes 
and  horrors  of  that  day.  The  majority  of  the  people,  though  greatly  agitated  by  the  re- 
peated alarms  which  had  been  given,  repaired  not  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  as  thefeprojec- 
tors  of  murder  and  infurreclion  had  wifhed,  but,  as  though  impelled  by  inftincl,  to  their 
refpedtive  fecTions,  and  there  enrolled  their  names  as  the  foldiers  of  liberty. 

An  immenfe  concourfe  of  people  was,  however,  foon  afTembled.  It  was  compofed  fas 
afTerted  by  the  Girondists 4S )  partly  of  hired  affaffins,  and  men  fele&ed  for  the  purpofe  of 
producing  tumult  and  maffacre,  partly  of  the  Marfeillois  and  the  remnant  of  the  other 
federates,  and  partly  of  a  great  multitude,  who  were  led  to  the  fcene  of  riot  by  their  fears  or 
their  curiofity.  However  it  is  uncertain,  after  all  that  has  beenfaidby  both  parties,  whether 
the  maffacre  was  preconcerted,  or  the  fpontaneous  impulfe  of  the  violent  part  of  the  populace. 
It  is  not  very  improbable,  that  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  deprived  of  their  friends  and  re- 
lations in  the  unfortunate  affair  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  might  be  fufficiently  exafperated 
againft  the  ftate  prifoners  (  whom  they  had  been  led  to  confider  as  the  authors  of  their 
misfortunes)  to  make  the  horrid  propofal.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  can  only  report,  that 
the  refolutions  of  the  Affembly  were  fcarcely  announced,  when  a  number  of  voices  ex- 
claimed, "  That  they  were  ready  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  their  country, 
"  and  to  march  againft  her  foreign  enemies ;  but  they  mud  firft  purge  the  nation  of  its 
"  domeftic  foes."  Without  further  deliberation,  a  party  proceeded  to  the  Cannes46,  where 
a  number  of  non-juring  priefts  were  detained,  till  an  opportunity  fhould  occur  of  put- 
ting in  force  their  fentence  of  banifhment ;  and  there,  in  cool  blood,  the  inhuman  affaf- 
.  fins  facrificed  every  one  of  thefe  defencelefs  and  probably  innocent  men.  From  the 
Cannes  they  proceeded  to  the  Abbey  prifon,  wherein  were  confined  the  Swifs  officers, and 
thofe  arretted  for  treafonable  offences  againft  the  nation,  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  The 
murderers  proceeded  as  it  were  methodically  in  their  crimes.  Tbey  impanelled  a  fic- 
tious  jury,  nine  of  whom  were  faid  to  be  Italians,  or  affaflins  from  Avignon,  the  other 
three  were  French.  Before  thefe  felf-conftituted  judges  the  wretched  prifoners  under- 
went a  fummary  examination.  The  watch-word  that  pronounced  the  culprit  guilty 
was,  "  He  muft  be  liberated"  when  the  vi&im  was  precipitated  from  the  d6or,  to  pafs 
through  a  defile  of  armed  mifcreants,  and  was  either  cut  to  pieces  with  fabres,   or   pierced 


45  The  more  moderate  party,  including  Petion,  Brifibt,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne  ;  they  derived  their  appellation 
from  the  department  of  Gironde,  the  deputies  of  which  were  among  the  leaders  of  the  party.  The  oppofite  faction 
was  c^Ued  the  Mountain,  from  its  occupying  the  high  feats  in  the  hall  of  the  convention;  Robefpierre,  Danten, 
Marat,  &c.  may  be  confidered  as  the  then  leaders.  , 

■*5  The  convent  of  the  Carmelites. 

through. 
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through   with   innumerable   pikes.     Some  indeed,    they  acquitted ;  and  tliefe  were  de- 
clared under  the  prote&ion  of  the  nation,  and  accompanied  to  their  refpective  homes  by 
vfomc  of  the  banditti. 

The  whole  of  the  flafF- officers  of  the  Swifs  guards  were  mafTacred,  except  M.  d'AfFry, 
their  commander.  He  had  been  deemed  a  democrat  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution ;  and,  when  urged  by  the  queen  to  aflfume  the  command  in  the  Thuilleries, 
on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  voluntarily  abfented  himfelf47.  The  aflaflins  continued  the 
whole  night  of  the  fecond  at  the  Abbey,  and  the  prifon  of  the  Chatelet,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  to  the  prifon  of  La  Force,  where  the  ladies  of  the  court,  who  were  ar- 
reted on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  were  in  confinement.  In  this  prifon  was  the  beautiful 
and  accomplifhed  princefs  de  Lamballe,  the  friend  and  confidante  of  the  queen.  When 
fummoned  to  appear  before  this  bloody  tribunal,  fhe  was  in  bed,  and  was  informed  by 
the  perfon  who  delivered  the  meffhge,  that  it  was  only  intended  to  remove  her  to  the 
Abbey.  She  entreated,  in  return,  to  remain  undifturbed,  fince  to  her  one  prifon  was 
equally  acceptable  as  another.  Being  informed  that  fhe  mujl  immediately  appear  before 
the  tribunal,  fhe  drefTed  in  hafte,  and  obeyed  the  fummons.  In  the  couife  of  her  exami- 
nation nothing  could  be  extorted  from  her  to  criminate  either  the  queen  or  royal  fa- 
mily ;  and  it  is  faid  that  the  judges  had  it  in  contemplation  to  acquit  her.  As  fhe 
was  conducted,  however,  out  of  the  prifon,  ftupified  with  horror  at  the  mangled  bodies 
that  lay  around  her,  fhe  received  from  behind  a  blow  on  the  head  with  a  fabre,  which  in- 
ftantly  produced  a  violent  efFufion  of  blood.     In  this  terrible  fituation  fhe  was  fupported 


47  This  officer,  who  was  afterwards  tried  for  having  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon  the  people,  proved  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  and  to  them  was  indebted  for  his  acquittal. 

That  on  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  at  night,  he  received  the  queen'6  commands  to  attend  her  at  the  palace;  that  he 
immediately  waited  upon  her  majefty,  who  told  him,  that  as  fhe  apprehended  an  attack,  from  the  people,  fhe  de- 
pended upon  him  for  a  manly  refiftance,and  trufted  that  he  would  order  the  guards  to  fire.  That  to  this  he  replied 
—It  was  impofiible  for  him  to  fulfil  her  majefty's  expectations,  as  his  hands  were  tied  up  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
under  which  the  Swifs  ferved  in  France,  and  which  reftrained  him  from  giving  the  Orders  that  her  majefty  re- 
quired from  him. 

That  upon  this,  the  queen,  in  a  rage,  fnatched  up  a  piftol,  and  threatened  to  fhoot  him,  if  he  perf.fled  in  his  re- 
fufal  to  order  his  men  to  fire  ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  time — That  he  difgraced  the  name  of  an  officer  of  guaids,  if  he 
thought  he  ought  to  ftand  by  and  fee  intuited  or  maffacied  thofe  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  defend,  and  for  whofe  de- 
•fence  he  and  his  troops  were  ftationed  in  the  palace. 

That  his  reply  was,  "  Madam,  my  life  is  in  your  hands, arid  you  may  take  it,  but  you  cannot  touch  my  honour  !" 
That  after  this  he  took,  an  opportunity  to  get  out  of  the  palace,  and  appeared  there  no  more. 

•  Vn fortunately,  his  fon,  having  more  veneration  for  royalty,  was  found  more  tractable  ;   he  promifed  the  queen 
her  wifhes  fhould  be  fulfilled.     He  kept  his  word  j  a  dreadful  Slaughter  enfued,  and  he  himfelf  fell  a  victim  to  po- 
pular indignation  ;  for  having  been  made  a  prifoner  with  many  of  his  foldiers,  after  their  ammunition  had  been  ex- 
haufted,  he  was  carried  to  the  town-houfe  ;  but  the  people,  unwillng  to  hear  the  delay  which  a  formal  trial  would 
..occ.iuon,  broke  into  the  houfe,  dragged  the  prifoners  into  the  ftreet,  and  facrififed  them  to  their  fury. 

Ttcn-Vlrbal. 

hy 
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by  two  men,  who  forced  her  tb  continue  her  progrefs  over  the  dead  bodies.  As  flie  fre- 
quently fainted  from  lofs  of  blood,  (he  yet  feemed  felicitous  to  fall  in  a  decent  attitude; 
and  when  at  laft  fhe  became  fo  feeble  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  farther,  her  head  was 
fevered  from  her  body.  The  mangled  corpfe  was  then  expofed  to  every  indignity,  and 
the  head,  exalted  upon  a  pike,  was  carried  to  the  Temple,  and  fhewn  to  the  unfortunate 
queen,  who  fainted  at  the  horrid  fight.  Thofe  who  had  the  guard  of  the  royal  family 
were  at  firft  apprehenfive  that  violence  was  intended  them  :  the  cornmilTaries  from  the 
municipality  met  the  multitude  and  harangued  them  to  prevent  their  entering  the  court 
of  the  Temple,  and  a  tri-coloured  ribband  being  drawn  acrofs  the  gate,  they  were  invoked 
to  pay  refpedt  to  this  national  barrier  ;  which,  furprizing  as  it  may  feem,  was  almoft  in- 
ftantly  complied  with.  The  head  was  afterwards  carried  in  triumph  through  the  ftreets 
of  Paris,  and  particularly  to  the 'Palais  Royal,  where  it  was  recognized,  though  perhaps 
without  much  feeling,  by.her  brutal  relations:  madame  de  Tourzelle  and  her  daughter, 
and  a  few  other  ladies,  who  were  confined  in  the  fame  prifon,  were  fpared. 

Thefe  dreadful  maffacres  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  Sep- 
tember 48.  At  the  Abbaye  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  were  malTacred,  exclufive  of  MelTrs. 
d'Aigremont,  Rofoy,  and  de  la  Porte,  who  had  been  previoufly  beheaded  ;  at  the  femi* 
nary  of  Saint  Firmin,  ninety-two  unfortunate  vicYims  fuffered  ;  at  the  Cirmes,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one;  at  the  Chatelet,  two  hundred  and  fourteen;  at  the  Hotel  de  la 
Force,  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight ;  at  the  Conciergerie,  eighty-five  ;  at  the  Bicetre, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three;  and  at  the  Cloifter  of  the  Bernardins,  feventy-three, 
amounting  in  all  to  the  (hocking  number  of  one  thoufand  and  eighty-five49,  in  which 


**  On  the  fecond  of  September  an  incident  of  a  fingular  nature  took  place. 

Jean  Julian,  a  poor  waggoner  of  Vaugirard,  was  condemned  to  ten  years  hard  labour,  for  what  crime  I  know 
r.ot.  This  man  was  placed  on  a  fcaffold  in  the  Place  de  Greve,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  there  to  remain 
an  hour,  as  the  beginning  of  his  puniihment.  Whether  he  was  previoufly  mad,  or  made  defperate  by  fo  fevere  a 
fentence,  I  am  not  informed  ;  but  while  he  remained  in  this  fituation,  the  populace  crying  "  Vive  la  Nation!''  thp 
man  exclaimed,  "  Vive  le  Roi !  Vive  la  Rei/ie .'"  adding  fome  indecent  expreflions  regarding  la  Nation,  prompted,  in 
all  probability,  by  rage  and  defpair. 

One  could  hardly  imagine,  that  a  poor  helplefs  wretch,  in-this  deplorable  ftate,  could  have  provoked  t^e  refent- 
ment  of  any  individual ;  and  if  it  did,  the  puniihment  to  which  he  was  condemned  might  have  been  thought  fuf- 
ficient.  It  did  not  however  fatisfy  Le  Peuple  Souverain;  the  man  was  on  the  point  of  being  torn  to  pieces;  but 
Manuel  prevented  this,  and  promifed  that  the  offended  majefty  of  the  people  lhould  be  avenged. 

The  offender  was  carried  from  the  fcaffold  to  prifon,  and  foon  after  accufed,  before  the  tribunal  which  had 
tried  the  others,  of  this  new  crime.  The  fentence  no  doubt  is  in  due  form  of  law  ;  it  declares  however  what  no- 
body of  common  fenfe  can  believe  : 

"  That  a  popular  commotion  or  fedition  exifted  on  the  firft  of  September,  tending  to  raife  a. civil  war,  by  the 
"  cries  of  "  Long  live  the  King,  the  Queen,  M.  la  Fayette  !"  which  commotion  or  fedition  is  a  natural  confequence 
**  of  the  confpiracy  which  appeared  on  the  tenth  of  Anguft.     That  Jean  Julian  is  guilty  of  the  above,  &c." 

He  was  then  carried  from  the  prifon  to  the  Caroufel,  and  there  beheaded.— Moore's  Journal. 

49  There  were  fome  murders  alfo  committed  at  the  Salpetriere,  and  on  the  Pont-au-Change. 

4  Q.  are 
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are  to  be  included,  however,  a  confiderable  number  of  felons,  who  were  imprifoned  for 
forging  affignats,  and  various  other  crimes.  The  number  of  the  aJTaffins  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  many  thoufands,  but  the  general  opinion  is,  that  they  did  not  exceed 
three  hundred.  It  is  evident  that  the  National  Affembly  confidered  them  in  a  formi- 
dable point  of  view,  or  they  would  have  taken  more  effective  meafures  than  that  of  fend* 
ing  coHimiffioneis,  from  time  to  time,  to  diffuade  them  from  their  violence. 

The  friends  of  Petion  affert,  that  he  took  every  method  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of 
thefe  atrocities,  but  that  he  harangued  in  vain,  while  the  minifter  of  juftice  remained 
filent.  M.  Roland  repeatedly  wrote  to  M.  Santerre,  and  the  national  guards  were  all 
ready  in  their  feclions,  waiting  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  difperfe  the  mob; 
but  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fuppofe  Santerre  an  accomplice  in  the  plot,  if  there  was 
one,  fince  he  made  no  attempt  to  prevent  thefe  enormities.  In  vain  did  the  deputies,  dif- 
patched  by  the  Affembly,  exhort  the  populace.  M.  Montmorin,  late  mayor  of  Fon* 
tainebleau,  although  he  had  been  acquitted  by  a  jury,  was  murdered  in  fight  of  the  de- 
puties. During  this  period  of  general  confufion  and  horror,  feveral  mifcreants  availed 
themfelves  of  the  circumftance  to  gratify  private  animofity,  and  many  individuals  were 
affaffinated  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

Among  the  fin  all  number  of  prifoners  who  were  faved  from  the  fwords  of  the  af- 
faflins  was  M.  Cazotte,  a  man  of  feventy-four  years  of  age,  formerly  commiffioner  of  the 
marine,  but  who  had  for  feveral  years  lived  in  retirement,  at  his  villa,  near  Epernay. 

This  old  gentleman  had  been  arretted  at  his  houfe  in  the  country,  and  brought  to  the 
prifon  of  the  Abbey,  in  confequence  of  letters  written  by  him,  and  found  among  the 
papers  of  a  M.  Pouteau,  fecretary  to  M.  de  la  Porte  ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that  he 
was  in  correfpondence  with  the  emigrants;  that  he  advifed  the  king  to  efcape  from 
Paris,  and  had  tranfmitted  a  plan  for  that  purpofe ;  that  he  had  alfo  advifed  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  National  Affembly:  for  thefe,  and  other  parts  of  his  conduct  to  the  fame  ten-- 
dency,  he  was  detained  in  the  Abbey  in  expectation  of  a  legal  trial. 

But,  on  the  fecond  of  September,  when  determined  murderers  made  a  mockery  of  the 
forms  of  law,  and  chofen  affaffins  feized  the  fword  of  juftice ;  when  the  prifoner  was 
furroundedat  his  trial  by  pikes  reeking  with  recent  flaughter,  and  within  hearing  of  the 
fcreams  of  thofe  who  had  been  juft  dragged  from  the  bar  where  he  ftood;  on  that  dread- 
ful day,  M.  Cazotte  was  brought  before  the  horrid  tribunal  within  the  prifon.  Several 
prifoners  had  already  been  carried  there — none  had  furvived  their  fhort  examination 
above  two  minutes  ! — A  fign  from  the  pretended  judge,  or  an  equivocal  word,  was 
the  fatal  fentence,  and  the  blow  of  death  followed  directly  on  the  prifoner's  removal 
from  the  bar. 

When. 


I792.]  LEWIS    THE     SIXTEENTH.  613 

When  M.  Cazotte  appeared,  the  lift  of  names  was  examined  by  the  inquifitors, — no 
mark  of  favour  was  feen  at  his — the  fignal  of  death  was  given,  and  he  was  led  out  to 
Slaughter  ! — But,  before  the  ftroke  of  death  could  be  given,  his  daughter,  a  beautiful 
young  lady  of  feventeen,  fprung  upon  her  father's  neck,  exclaiming,  in  a  tranfport  of 
terror  and  filial  affeclion,  •'  Mercy  !  mercy  !  O,  mercy  ! — My  father  !  my  father  !" 

The  grey  hairs  of  the  old  man,  the  affe&ing  appearance  and  exclamations  of  the 
young  lady,  arrefted  the  arms  of  the  afTaflins,  and  melted  the  hearts  of  the  people  ! — The 
criesof  "Grace,  grace/"  and  "  Vive  la  Nation  /"  were  heard.  The  old  gentleman 
and  his  daughter  were  conducted  in  fafety  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  amidft  the  applaufe 
of  the  multitude. 

This  amiable  young  woman  had  never  feparated  from  her  father,  overcoming  her 
horror  for  aprifon  crowded  with  men  ;  furmounting  her  terror,  her  delicacy,  and  every 
consideration  which  could  render  the  fituation  repugnant  to  her  mind:  filial  love,  and  a 
ftrong  fenfe  of  duty,  enabled  her  to  attend  him  during  his  confinement  in  the  Abbaye, 
and  to  adminifter  every  comfort  and  confolation  in  her  power. 

This  unfortunate  old  man  was  again  arrefted,  again  imprifoned,  and,  in  virtue  of  a 
decree  of  the  nth  of  September,  brought  before  the  tribunal  which  bad  been  appointed 
on  the  17th  of  Auguft  for  the  trial  of  confpirators,  and  whofe  functions  had  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  maflacres. 

The  firft  defence  he  offered  was  in  form  of  a  proteft  againft  a  fecond  trial,  having 
:been  already  tried  by  judges  conftituted  by  the  Sovereign  People  to  examine  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prifoners :  that  he  had  been  acquitted,  fet  at  liberty  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  could  not  be  made  to  undergo  a  new  trial,  without  infulting 
rthe  fovereignty  of  the  people,  which  they  all  profefTed  to  acknowledge. 

This  plea  was  difregarded,  the  trial  went  on  ;  the  accufation  was  thought  to  be  proved, 
and  M.  Cazotte  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head. 

The  old  gentleman  heard  the  fentence  with  a  ferene  countenance,  took  a  tender  leave 
of  his  inimitable  daughter,  and  went  to  the  place  of  execution  with  unlhaken  courage  ! 
He  made  his  grey  locks  be  cut  from  his  head,  folded  them  carefully,  and  defired  that  they 
might  be  delivered  to  her :  a  recollection  of  her  forrow  alone  could  difturb  him.  It  is 
faid  that  he  gave  this  meflage  with  a  faultering  voice ;  then,  turning  to  the  executioner, 
aiiumed  an  undaunted  air,  and  bade  him  do  his  duty  5°. 

so  'Moore's  Journal. 

4  Q.2  The 
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The  following  aimed funilar  fafil  is  nlfo  oneof  thofe  aclions  which  will  fwell  the  j>n^cof 
fame,  a;\d  move  the  iy.npathctic  heart  to  admiration  :  M.  Sombreuil,  ci-devant  governor  of 
.       invalids,  heir  '.rd  of  fecrcting  arms,  was  conducted  to  prifon.  His  daughter  rs- 

folved  to  {hare  ms  misfortune:  fhe  accordingly  applied  to  the  gaoler  for  permifficn  toet*- 
ter  that  cell  which  contained  her.  father.  The  gaoler  replied,  that  lis  dared  not  allow  any 
errfon  whatever  to  enter  the  prilcn,  without  orders  from  a  fuperior  power.  Refolute, 
and  perfevering  in  her  virtuous  purpof'e,  (he  waved  all  difficulties,  and  applied  to  M. 
Santerre,  who  granted  "her  reciueft.  On  the  wings  of  filial  love  file  now  flew  to  the 
prifon,  and;  bore  to  the  heart  of  her  aged  parent  the  balm  of  pious  affedlion  and  duteous 
ccnfolation  ;  and  'thus  beguiled  the  tedious  hours  of  confinement.  On  the  third  of  Sep- 
tember, when  the  people  had  taken  the  reins  of  juflice  into  their  own  hands,  the  prifon 
where  M.Sombreuil  was  confined  was  vifited.  The  twelve  judges  were  fat,  and  the 
piifoners  were  tried.  His  turn  was  now  corne,  and  the  gaoler  appeared  at  the  dcor.  "I 
"  am  ready," — exclaimed  Mademoifelle  Sombreuil,  with  a  tone  of  fortitude — "  I  am 
M  ready  to  die;  but,  Oil!  fpare  my  father!"  The  gaoler  was  moved  to  compaffion  : 
thrice  he  approached  the  door,  and  thrice  withdrew.  At  length  the  moment  came,  and 
M.  Sombreuil  was  demanded.  He  appeared,  fupported  by  his  daughter  ;  her  hair  difhe- 
velled,  and  her  countenance  expreffive  of  anguifh,  perturbation,  and  difmay.  Difen- 
gaging  herfelf  from  her  father,  file  fell  upon  her  knees,  and,  with  uplifted  hands, 
pleaded  for  him  in  an  unconnected  but  affecting  addrefs  to  the  judges,  in  which  (he  of- 
fered her  own  life  to  ranfom  his.  It  was  the  note  of  pious  forrow,  affecting  and  per- 
fuafive.  The  judges  furveyed  the  old  man  and  his  daughter  alternately  ;  their  fouls 
were  filled  with  admiration  and  pity.  "  Whatever  M.  Sombreuil  may  have  been  guilty 
"  of," — faid  they — "  he  is  an  old  man,  and  let  him  know  that  we  are  merciful ! 
"  let  him  cry,  Vive  la  Nation  !  and  retire."  The  virtuous  Mademoifelle  Sombreuil, 
with  a  piercing  accent,  repeated  "  Vive  la  Nation!"  fell  at  her  father's  feet,  and  em- 
braced his  knees.  The  people  were  fo  much  affected  with  this  moving  fcene,  that  they 
brought  an  old  door,  on  which  they  placed  M.  Sombreuil  and  his  daughter,  and  bore 
them  through  the  crowd,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude  5I. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  M.  Sombreuil  was  governor  of  the  Hotel  des 
Invalids,  when  that  place  was  forced  and  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  prior  to  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  Baftille:  they  went  to  the  Hotel  to  get  arms,  in  which  they  fucceed- 
ed,  and  made  the'governor  prifoner. 

The  example  of  Paris  was  fatally  jmitated. at  other  places,  particularly  at  Verfailles. 
The  prifonsrs  who  had  been. confined  at  Orleans  forftate  offences,  were  ordered  thither 

?*  Vide  the  Paris  Magazine  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  O&ober,  1792. 

by 
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by  the  National  AfTembJy  on  the  eighth  of  September.  The  preceding  evening  a  party 
of  afTsfiins  marched  from  Paris,  and,  as  foon  as  the  prifoners  arrived,  maffucred  them  en 
the  fpot.  The  inhabitants  of  Veriailles  were  (truck  with  honor,  and  even  the  detach- 
ment which  had  guarded  the  captives  from  Orleans  flood  pafiive  fpe&ators  of  the  mafTa- 
cre.  Thus  perifhed  the  duke  or  Brifi'ac,  thebifhopof  Jvlaudes,  and  about  thirty  others. 
At  Lyons  alfo  feveral  prifoners  were  maiTacred  on  the  ninth.  On  the  feventeenth  cf 
vSeptember  a  band  of  ruffians  broke  into  the  Garde  Meable,  and  robbed  it  of  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  jewels,  and  other  valuable  effe&s,  the  greater  part  of  which  have,  never  been* 
recovered. 

JBefore  we  clofe  our  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Afiembly,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  mention  a  decree  which  was  propofed  by  a  dift.inguifh.ed  member,  Wu 
Jean  de  Brie.  The  fubftance  of  this  fingular  and  humane  propofal  was,  "  To  levy  im- 
"  mediately  a  corps  of  twelve  hundred  volunteers,  whofe  particular  object  fhould  be  to 
*'  attack  the  commanders  of  the  hoftile  armies,  and  the  kings  who  were  the  authors  of  the 
«'  war ;  that  thefe  volunteers  mould  be  equipped  in  a  manner  the  beft  adapted  to  the 
'*  purpofe,  and  that  on  each  a  penfion  of  two  thoufand  livres  (iool.)  per  annum  fhould 
"  be  fettled,  with  the  reverfion  to  their  defcendants  to  the  third  generation."  The  mo- 
tion was  oppofed  by  M.  Vergniaud  and  others,  and  a  previous  queftion  moved  upon  the 
occafion,  viz.  toVefer  the  matter  to  a  committee  of  fafety.  The  difcufiion  was  curious 
and  important — It  was  obferved  by  the  opponents  of  Jean  de  Brie,  That  the  propofal 
was  unworthy  a  free  and  enlightened  nation;  that  afTaffination  was  an  expedient  againft 
which  humanity  revolted  ;  that  it  might  be  praclifed  as  well  in  a  bad  as  in  a  virtuous 
caufe,  as  well  by  the  tyrant  as  by  the  patriot ;  that  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  would  in- 
fallibly produce  reprifals;  that  if  a  band  of  tyrannicides  fhould  be  formed  by  France, 
whole  brigades  would  be  formed  by  the  enemy,  for  the  purpofe  of  exterminating  her 
commanders. 

In  reply  to  thefe  obfervations  it  was  urged,  That  of  all  the  calamities  with  which  hu- 
man nature  is  afflicted,  war  is  moft  to  be  deprecated  and  deplored  ;  that  any  expedient 
which  could  be  devifed  for  preventing  fo  great  a  crime,  and  fo  dreadful  an  evil,  muft  be 
laudable.  "  Kings,"  it  was  faid,  "  were  the  fole  authors  of  wars  ;  to  gratify  their  ca- 
"  price,  their  avarice,  or  their  ambition,  they  in  cold  blood  devote  millions  to  mifery  and 
"death;  unfeeling  cowards,  they  repofe  at  home,  in  luxury  and  fecurity,  remote  from 
"danger,  and  feaft  upon  the  miferies  they  have  occafioned.  Which, then,  is  the  lefler 
"  evil  ?  to  devote  one  man  to  death,  or  expofe  whole  nations  to  ruin,  to  devaluation,  to 
41  wretchednefs,  to  flaughter  ?  The  guilt  of  war  lies  wholly  with  kings  ;  the  punimmenf 
"falls  entirely  upon  their  innocent  fubjec-ts:  but  let  kings  once  fear  for  their  own  per- 
V  fonal  fafety,  and  wars  will  ever  be  at  an  end.° 

*  -  ._ *****  u 

With. 
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With  refpedt  to  retaliation,  it  was  allowed,  that  fuch  a  decree  would  certainly  provoke 
it  ;  but  it  was  urged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  combined  kings  could  not  be 
move  exafperated  againft  France  than  they  were  already  ;  that  whether  the  decree  parted 
or  not,  every  means  would  be  employed  for  the  deftrudtion  of  thofe  who  were  inverted 
with  any  authority  or  command;  and  that  even  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's  maniferto  was 
in  fubftance  a  decree  to  that  very  effect,  and  breathes  exactly  a  rtmilar  fpiritof  fanguinary 
vengeance. — The  propofal  was'  virtually  rejected,  by  agreeing  to  refer  it  to  the  com- 
mittee:  thus  the  infernal  mo.tion  of  De  Brie,  to  the  honour  of  humanity,  fell  to  the 
ground. 

The  advances  of  the  combined  armies  fince  the  tenth  of  Auguft  had  been  rapid  and 
formidable.  On  the  thirtieth  of  that  month,  Dumourier  called  a  council,  at  Sedan,  of 
all  the  general  officers  who  were  then  in  that  dirtridt,.  M.  Dillon  having  been  fum- 
jnoned  from  Valenciennes  to  aflift  at  it,  defcribed  the  diftrefled  ftate  of  the  French  army  ; 
and  obferved,  that  after  taking  pofleflion  of  Longwy,  the  enemy  had  proceeded  to  Ver- 
dun, and  it  was  yet  oncertain  whether  they  would  not  undertake  the  fiege  of  Montrqidi. 
The  Pruflian  army  amounted  to  near  fifty-five  thoufand  chofen  men  ;  Clairfait?  with 
ilxteen  thoufand,  had  taken  port  at  Chiers,  to  the  right  of  the  Prufliansr  and  a  fecond 
column  of  Auftrians,  commanded  by  prince  Hohenloe,  advanced  to  their  fupport.  and 
were  followed  by  the  Heffians  and  emigrants,  whofe  numbers  were  reputed  to  be  ex- 
tremely formidable.  In  this  council  it  was  determined,  that  the  French  were  conhder- 
ably  too  weak  to  attempt  to  cope  with  fo  immenfe  a  force,  or  to  prevent  its  parting  the 
Meufe,  which  was  fordable  in  fixty-nine  places  between  Verdun  and  Stenay.  In  the 
mean  time  Dumourier  had  difpatched  general  Galbaud,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry, 
to  fupport  Verdun  ;  but  from  what  has  been  already  related,  the  eveut  may  be  anticipated, 
which  was,  that  the  attempt  proved  entirely  fruitlefs. 

On  the  thirty- firft  the  Auftrians  took  pofleflion  of  Stenay,  after  a  flight  fkirmifh, 
with  the  van-guard,  commanded  by  general  Dillon,  which  conrtfted  only  of  five  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  light-horfe  ;  the  national  guard  of  Stenay 
retreated,  and  joined  general  Dillon,  who  took  port  at  Mouzon,  clofe  by  the  army  of 
the  commander  in  chief.  The  whole  of  Dumourier's  force  at  this  time  was  fcarcely 
equal  to  the  fingle  divifion  commanded  by  Clairfait,  who  mult  have  been  ignorant  of  his 
opponent's  weaknefs,  or  he  would  fcarcely  have  let  flip  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to 
attack  him.  With  this  fmall  army,  the  only  refource  which  remained  to  the  French  generals 
appeared  to  be  that  of  concealing  themfelves  in  the  foreft  of  Argonne.  On  the  third  of 
September,  Dumourier  fell  back  to  Grand  Pre  ;  and  general  Galbaud,  net  being  able  to 
throw  himfelf  into  Verdun,  had  taken  port  on  the  fide  of  Biefme,  in  aitrong  pofition. 
In  this  critical  fituation,  the  genius  of  the  French  commander  rofe  fuperior  to  circum- 
ftances;  and,  fo  far  from  being  difcouraged  by  the  inferior  force  of  his  army,  he  deter- 
mined to  wenken  it  ftill  further.  He  faw  the  infinite  importance  of  the  pafs  in  the 
foreft  of  Argcnne,  on  the  fide  of  Biefm?,  where  general  Galbaud  was  ftationed ;  and,  on 

the 
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the  fourth,  difpatched  general  Dillon,  with  a  flrong  detachment,  to  take  pofleffion  of  it. 
Galbaud,  previous  Vo  Dillon's  approach,  had  abandoned  the  pafs  in  utter  defpair ;  but  on 
his  arrival  immediately  refumed  it.  Oh  this  circumftance  the  whole  fate  of  the  cam- 
paign afterwards  depended  ;  and  France  was  in  a  great  rneafure  indebted  to  this  judicious 
movement,  by  which  the  pafs  of  Biefme  was  preferred,  for  her  internal  fecurity. 

The  fpace  which  was  occupied,  with  a  force  fo  inconfiderable,  by  the  French  generals, 
Dumourier  and  Dillon,  is  fuppofed  to  have  extended  thirty  miles  ;  their  chief  hope 
refted  on  the  reinforcements  which  they  expected  to  receive,  and  their  object  was  to 
maintain  their  polls  till  fuccours  fhould  arrive.  On  the  fourteenth  of  September 
the  pafs  at  Grand  Pre  was  attacked — a  panic  feized  Dumourier's  army,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retreat  towards  Saint  Menehoud  :  in  this  action,  however,  the  Auftrians  loft 
prince  Charles  de  Ligne,  who  was  killed,  with  a  number  of  men.  On  the  feven- 
teenth  of  September  general  Dillon  was  attacked  in  his  pod  at  Biefme,  but  repulfed  the- 
enemy,  with  very  inconfiderable  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  French.  The  Pruffians  next 
advanced  towards  Chalons,  and  encamped  on  the  heights  of  La  Lune  ;  but  Dumourier,. 
in  the  mean  time,  had  received  a  reinforcement  from  Pont- fur- Sambre ;  general  Bour- 
nonville  had  alfo  raifed  the  camp  at  Maulde,  and  joined  the  army  with  thirteen  thoufand 
men  ;    and  Kellermann,  with  the  fouthem  army,  arrived  foon  after. 

On  the  twentieth  of  September  the  French  were  firft  enabled  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of 
their  victorious  adverfaries.  On  that  day,  Kellermann,  whofe  divifion  confifted  of  not 
more  than  fixteen  thoufand  men,  was  attacked  by  a  body  greatly  fuperior  both  in  num- 
ber and  in  difcipline.  The  determined  bravery  of  the  French  baffled  all  the  fkill  of 
their  adverfaries.  The  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  commanded  the  Pruffians,  attempted 
repeatedly  to  furround  Kellermann,  but  Dumourier  conftantly  prefented  himfelf,  andr 
fruflrated  his  manoeuvres.  Kellermann  fuftained  the  attack  fourteen  hours,  and  re- 
tained his  poll  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  then  took  another  more  advantageous  por- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  enemy,  who  fuffered  him  quietly  to  make  this  movement,  though 
it  was  not  completed  till  the  next  morning.  All  parties  are  agreed  in  commending  the 
firmnefs  and  order  which  was  difplayed  on  this  occafion  by  Kellermann's  line.  The 
enemy's  artillery  made  not  the  fmalleft  impreffion,  while  the  German  foldiers  were  faid 
to  be  with  difficulty  kept  to  their  guns  by  the  difcipline  of  the  cane. 

On  the  fame  day  general  Dillon  was  again  attacked  at  Biefme;  but  having  potted  a 
file  of  maiketeers,  under  cover  of  the  wood,  to  gall  their  flanks  on  their  approach,  the 
enemy,  after  a  brift.  difchage  of  their  howitzers,  which,  however,  did  little  or  no  execu- 
tion, made  a  precipitate  retreat.  Incredible  were  the  advantages  refulting.to  the  French 
from  the  events  of  this  day.  It  diminifhed  their  apprehenfions  of  the  enemy,  and  infpir- 
ed  them  with  a  degree  of  csnfidence,  bordering  on  enthufiafm.  It  alfo  proved  to  them; 
the  advantages  of  order  and  military  obedience,  and  taught  them  to  place  a  reliance  upon 

their* 
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their  generals,  and  to  rcfifl  thofe  difgraceful  panics,  with  which  the  armies  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  had  been  infected.  Nevertheless  the  French  army  were  (till 
In  a  tnoit  critical  fituation.  The  Pruflians  and  Auftrians  were  nearly  thrice  their  num- 
ber; Clermont  and  Varennes  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  at  Grand  Pre  the  Pruf- 
fians had  eftablifhed  their  hofpital ;  and  their  camp  on  the  heights  of  La  Lune  was  im- 
pregnable. The  French  were  thus  enclofed  on  the  eaft,  north  and  weft ;  and  on  the  fouth 
the  roads  were  nearly  impaflable.  In  this  critical  juncture  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon 
and  the  barrennefs  of  the  country  contributed  greatly  to  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  the 
French  army. 

The  pafs  which  general  Dillon  had  fo  fortunately  feized,  and  which  he  continued  to 
occupy,  proved  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's  penetrating  by  the 
neareft  route  to  Paris  ;  and,  finding  il  impoffible  to  diflodge  the  French,  he  determined 
to  proceed  by  Varennes  and  Grand  Pre,  being  a  circuit  of  near  fifty  miles.  The  length 
of  this  march,  during  which  the  troops  were  expofed  to  inceflant  rain,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  that  fatal  diforder,  which  proved  more  destructive  than  the  fwords  of  their 
-enemies.  To  add  to  their  mifortunes,  the  rivers  were  fo  fwollen  that  their  fupplies  were 
•Umoft  entirely  flopped,  and  the  combined  army  was  actually  without  bread  for  four  days, 
the  want  of  which  the  foldiers  very  imprudently 'endeavoured  to  fupply  by  greedily  de- 
vouring the  unripe  grapes  of  Champagne.  Thus  fituated,^the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was 
induced  to  propofe  an  armiftice,  and  held  a  conference  with  the  French  general  on  the 
24th  of  September.  Various  conjectures  have  been  entertained  concerning  the  object  and 
motives  of  this  convention  ;  but  we  fhall  not  wafte  much  of  our  reader^  time  in  minutely 
inveftigating  thefe  fpeculations  ;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  induce  us 
to  concur  in  a  variety  of  incongruous  reports,  which  were  then  in  circulation;  but  that 
a  conviction,  wliich  arofe  in  his  own  mind,  of  the  impracticability,  if  not  impoflibility, 
of  conquering  France,  was  the  fole  motive  which  produced  this  extraordinary  conceflion. 

A  few  days   after  a  negotiation  took   place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  out-pofts  of  the 
two   armies  from  firing  upon  each  other,  in  the  courfe  of  which  the  Pruflian  general 
found  it  neceffary  to  requeft   the  interference  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  between  whom 
.and  the  French  commanders  the  following  conference  took  place. 

Duke  of  Brunfwick."  What  are  your  names,  gentlemen?  " — La  Baroliere.  "  My 
"  name  is  Baroliere  ;  that  of  my  colleague,  Galbaud." — The  Duke  to  Galbaud."  It  is 
■*'*  you  who  have  placed  thefe  cannon.  They  have  done  us  fome  harm  ;  and  I  confefs, 
"  that  Iamfurprized  at  your  temerity,  in  bringing  them  fo  near  our  redoubt." — Galbaud, 
•"  What  you  fay  proves  the  goodnefs  of  our  operation.  In  truth,  we  are  very  near  you. 
•*«  But  our  foldiers  know  no  danger,  when  they  labour  for  their  country." — Brunfwick. 
<■*  General  Kalkreuth  has  informed  me  of  your  propofal,  as  to  our  giving  up  the  wood  ; 
•<-<  you  muft  agree  that  there  would  be  many  more  difficulties,  if  I  were  lefs  fparing  of 

i(  human 


I792.]  LEWIS     THE     SIXTEENTHS  619 

"  human  blood.  But,  before  this  arrangement  is  concluded,  let  us  ccnverfe  a  little  of 
"  your  nation  :  I  love  it,  and  that  I  have  proved  more  than  once.  I  am  forry  that 
*<■  Dumourier,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  my  laft  manifefto,  has  been  fo  angry  with  feme  in- 
"  fignificant  words  that  are  found  in  it.  Such  expreflions  are  for  the  people;  informed 
"  perfons  know  how  to  eftimate   them  ;  and  1    am   aftonimed   that  Dumourier  fhould 

tf  treat  them  fo  ferioufly. Galbaud.   "  Permit  me  to  afk  you,  if  the  French  people, 

"  become  free,  are  not  as  capable  of  underftanding  the  language  of  truth,  as  General 
"  Dumourier?  Judge  whether  they  could  fufFer  that  one  of  their  generals,  forgetting 
*t  the  refpeel;  owed  to  his  fovereign,   fhould  hear  any  thing  againft    the  national   fove- 

"  reignty  ! Brunfwick.   "  I  do   notdifpute   the  right  .of  your  nation   to  regulate  its 

"  government;  but,  has  it  chofen  the  form  which  beft  fuits  its  character  ?  This  is 
"  what  is  generally  doubted  in  Europe  ;  and  certainly,  when  T  came  into  France,  I  had 

"  no  other  intention  than  to  reftore  order." Baroliere.  "  Permit  me  to  afk  you,  what 

**  power  has  conftituted  you  an  intermediate  between  the  French  people  and  its  in- 
"  terefts?" 

At  this  inftant,  Galbaud  perceived  near  him  the  ci-devant  camp-marefchal  Klinglin,  on 
horfeback,  in  uniform,  and  with  a  white  cockade.  In  his-  furprife,  he  cried  out,  "  Ah  !  this 
"  is  M.  Klinglin!"  The  latter  made  no  anfwer.  Kalkreuth  whifpered  in  the  duke's 
ear,  who  contemptuoufly  made  a  fign  for  Klinglin  to  retire. 

Brunfwick.  "  You  perceive  how  I  treat  the  Emigrants.  I  never  loved  traitors. 
•*  Do  with  them  as  you  will  ;  they  are  of  little  confequence  to  us.  But,  I  infift  upon  it, 
"  that  the  French  nation,  when  they  know  their  interefts  better,  will  return  to  mode- 

**  rate  principles." Baroliere.    **  I  afk  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  if  it  is  the  author  of 

"  the  manifefto,  who  fpeaks  ;  to  him  I  can  only  anfwer  with  cannon-fhot.  If,  on  the 
"  contrary,  it  is  a  friend  of  humanity  who  holds  this  language,  to  him  I  ihall  fay, 
"  that  the  beft  proof  he  can  give  of  his  happy  difpofitions,  is  to  evacuate  the  French 
".territory,  before  our  armies,  who  daily  accumulate  round  him,  (hall  force  him  to' do 
*'  fo.  We  know  that  the  Pruffians  are  overcome  by  diforders;  that  they  daily  lofe  men 
"  and  horfes :  in  this  ftate  of  things  they  cannot  long  refift,  and  I  think  it  would  be  for 
*•  their  intereft  to  fpare  an  ufelefs  effufion  of  blood.  If  you  will  treat  for  the  ceffion  of 
"  Verdun,  I  doubt  not  that  the  nation  will  grant  whatever  can  be  reconciled  with 
**  their  interefts,  and  with  the  vengeance  due  for  the  violation  of  their  territory." — 
• — Brunfwick.  "  The  French  ate  an  aftonifhing  nation.  Scarcely  have  they  declared  the 
"  Republic,  but  they  take  the  language  of  Republicans.  As  to  the  reft,  I  can,  at  pre- 
"  fent,  fay  nothing  to  you  upon  this  fubjedT:,  or  upon  that  which  has  brought  me  to 
"  you;  I  muft  fpeak  to  the  king.  Let  us  agree  to  fufpend  hoftilities  between  our  ad- 
"  vanced  pofts  for  twenty-four  hours ;  let  every  thing  remain  in  jlaiu  quo.  General 
"  Kalkreuth  fliall  come  to  you  to-morrow  ;  he  is  in  the  king's  confidence,  and  will  con- 
"  fer  either  with  general  Dumourier,  or  with  whomfoever  he  may  appoint.     I  am  happy 
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"  in  having  become  acquainted  with  you:  as  to  general  Galbaud*  I  fee,  with  pleafure, 
"  an  old  officer  of  artillery  ;  you  have  given,  by  your  battery,  a  fpceimen  of  the  talents 
"  of  the  ancient  royal  corps  :  continue  both  to  ferve  your  country  well,  and  believe,. 
"  that  notwithftanding  the  tone  of  the  manifeftoes,  one  cannot  help  efteeming  thofe- 
"  who  loyally  endeavour  to  enfure  the  independence  of  their  country. ,J  ■  Kal- 
kreuth.  "  Permit,  gentlemen,  that,  requiring  your  friendfhip,.  I  may  accompany  you  a 
"  few  paces." 

The  French  party,  upon  quitting  the  Pruflians,  cried  "  Vive  la  Nation/"  Kalkreuth, 
aftoniflied,  enquired  if  he  was  fafe.  Galbaud  anfwered,  That  the  French  faith  would 
guarantee  him.     At  a  few  fteps  farther  the  generals  parted 52. 

The  conference  between  the  generals,  from  which  fo  much  had  been  expedted,  only  ended 
in  the  retreat  of  the  Pruflians, "  who  were  followed  foon  after  by  the  armies  of  Auftria 
and  HefTe  CafTel,  The  fi rift  poft  abandoned  was  the  pafs  of  Grand  Pre,  which  was  on 
the  30th  of  September.  Clermont  was  evacuated  on  the  1  ft  of  October  ;  and  the  Pruf- 
fians  decamped  from  their  advantageous  and  ftrongly  fortified  pofition  of  La  Lune,  where 
the  French  found  part  of  more  than  30ohorfes,  the  half  of  which  had  been  eaten  for  want 
of  other  provisions.  The  retreat  of  the  enemy  was  very  flow,  encumbered  as  they  were 
with  fick,  and  worn  out  with  hunger  and  fatigue.  Their  route  lay  towards  Verdun- 
It  has  been  infinuated,  that,  more  than  once,  Dumourier  might  have  intercepted  their 
progrefs,  and,  poflibly,  have  captured  both  the  king  and  the  general  ;  from  this  circum- 
ftance  it  has  been  furmifed,  but  with  what  truth  it  is  impofiible  for  us  to  determine,  that 
a  fecret  treaty  exifted  between  the  generals.  However,  it  muft  be  remembered,, 
that  the  French  army  was  ftill  inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy  ;  and  Dumourier  was 
deeply  imprefled  with  the  alarming  confequences  of  a  defeat  at  this  important  crifis. 

The  Pruflians  in  their  retreat  made  »o  coniderable  halt  at  Verdun  ;  and  the  garrifon 
which  they  had  ftationed  there  furrendered  on  capitulation  to  general  Dillon,  on  tha 
twelfth  of  O&ober,  when  the  following  conference  topk  place  between  the  French  and 
Pruflian  generals,  at  Glorieux. 

Dillon.  "  You  know,  general,  the  tenor  of  the  fummons  which  I  have  given,  as  one 
"of  the  generals  of  the  Republic,  to  the  Pruflian  commandant  at  Verdun.  I  fhould  have 
"■  a  fpeedy  anfwer.  It  is  more  than  time  that  foreign  armies  fhould  evacuate  our  territory. 
"  This  meafure  is  a  neceflary  preamble  to  every  accommodation ;  it  is  therefult  of  a  delibe- 
"  ration  of  the  executive  council  of  the  republic,  fandtioned  by  the  National  Council."— 
— Kalkreuth.  li  I  have  ho  particular  miflion,  but  having  profefled  at  all  times  a  high 
"  efteem  for  the  French  nation,  I  fhall  find  rayfelf  very  happy  in  concurring  in  an  accom- 

5a  This  account  is  certified  by  the  formal  teftimony  and  figaature  of  general  Galbaud, 
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f  modation  equally  advantageous  to  the  two  nations.  I  know  that  the  king  is  very  much 

"  difpofed  to  hear  all  honourable  propofitions." Dillon.  "You  are  not  ignorant  that  the 

"  French  nation  has  always  efteemed  the  Pruflians,  that  they  have  always  blamed  the  mon- 
"  ftrous  treaty  of  1756  ;  but  then  the  people  were  flaves,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  kings, 
«■'  often  guided  by  the  particular  interefts  of  the  courtiers,,  regulated  the  deftiny  of  nations. 
"  Let  us  pafs  over  thefe  politics;  and  may  the  two  nations,  better  knowing  their  own 
"  interefts,  unite  againft  their  common  enemy.  The  French  nation  has  not  commenced 

"  the  war  with  the  view  ofconqueft  !" Kalkreuth.  "Doubtlefs  there  is  nothing  more 

M  noble  than  this  declaration;  but  what  fecurity  can  France  give  for  her  perfeverance  in 
"  this  fyftem  ?" — Dillon.  **  Her  intereft,  and  the  franknefs  which  fhouldferve  as  the 
"  bafe  of  every  republican  government.  Let  the  king  of  Pruflia  reflect  upon  this,  and- 
"  he  will  regret  having  fhed  the  blood,  and  diflipated  the  treafurea,  of  his  people,  efpe- 
"  daily  fince  his  true  intereft  was  to  unite  with  us,  and  humble  the  houfe  of  Auftria ; 
«'  but,  fince  I    alfo  have  no  particular  million,   I  repeat  to  you, that,  before  we  treat  of 

«  fuch  great  interefts,  the  Pruffian  armies  muft  evacuate  the  French  territory." Kal- 

hreutb.  **  The  fammons  you  have  given  is  liable  to  much  obfervation.  You  dictate 
*'  laws,  and  yet  you  have  not  gained  a  battle.  Our  combined  armies  are  as  ftrong  as 
"  yours;  you  have  Verdun, but  if  we  had  perfeveredin  guarding  it,  you  would  not  have 
«'  had  it  without  a  victory.     I  hope  that  our  conduct  in  giving  up  that  place  will  prove 

"  to  you  the  deftre  of  the  king  to  arrange  affairs  with  France."— Dillon.  "  This  affair 

<-'  being  terminated,  there  remains  another,  not  lefs  important,  the  furrenderof  Longwy. 
'«  The  king  of  Pruflia,  by  giving  up  that  place  immediately,  may  prove  his  defire  of  an 
V  accommodation  with  the  Republic  ;     and  I  will   not  conceal  from  you,  that  we  can 

**  march  twohundred  thoufand  men  there,  if  it  is  neceflary." Kalkrcuth.  "  Longwy 

•*  is  not  occupied  by  the  king's  troops,  fo  that  the  affair  does  not  directly  concern  him. 
*l  What  he  can  do,  is  to  promife  that  he  will  not  afiift  in  its  defence  ;    I  even  think  my- 

n  felf  able  to  affure  you,  that  his  troops  will  take  no  part  in  it." Dillon.  "  This  af- 

«  furance  is  not  fufficient.     It  is  neceflary  that  the  king  fhould  ufe  his  influence  for  the 

*t  evacuation  of  the  fortrefs,  without  the  effufion  of  blood." Kalkreuth.  "  I  have  no 

*'  power  to  treat.  This  conference  can  only  be  confidential ;  but  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
"  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  induce  the  furrenderof  Longwy  as  eafily  as  Verdun."— 
-—Dillon.  "  The  king  of  Pruflia  may  give  a  convincing  proof  of  his  difpofition  towards 
"  us,  by  feparating  his  armies  entirely  from  thofe  of  his  allies,  and  ceafing  to  protect 

"  their  retreat." Kalkreuth.  "You  know,  that  when  travellers  have  promifed  to  make 

"  a  journey  together,  honour  obliges  them  to  go  through  it.  It  is  not,  however,  ne- 
**  ceflary  that  they  fhould  commence  another.  I  take  my  leave,  full  of  efteem  for  the 
"  French  nation,  and  for  you.     I  fhall  report  our  converfation  to  the  king,  and  I  doubt 

**  not  of  happy  meafures." Dillon.  "  Adieu,  general.   I  hope  that  there  will  be  no- 

M  campaign  next  feafon,  unlefs  France  and  Pruflia  are  united,  and  that  you  will  affift  in 
"  liberating  the  Low  Countries.     Remind  the  king   of  Pruflia,  that  he  cannot  have  a 

u  more  glorious  alliance  than  with  a  free  people." Kalkreuth.  "  Rely  upon  me  ;  and- 

"  believe 
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"  believe  that  no  perfon  eflimntes  higher  the  immenfe  advantages  of  fuch  an  alliance.     I 
••  fliculd  rejoice  to  go  to  Paris  myfelf  to  negociate  it SJ." 

The  re-capture  of  Longwy  followed  that  of  Verdun  on  the  22d  of  October,  on  which 
day  it  was  taken  poffeffion  of  by  general  Valence,  though  the  capitulation  had  been 
figncd  on  the  18th.  The  Pruffian  army  immediately  evacuated  the  territories  of  France  ; 
and  it  wasfolemnly  proclaimed  that  the  country  was  no  longer  in  danger.  Dumourier  had  for 
feme  time  been  abfent  from  the  army  ;  his  active  mind  was  occupied  with  (till  bolder 
projects,  in  the  execution  of  which  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  develope  the  motives  by 
which  he  was  actuated. 

Although  the  contributions  levied  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  on  the  credit  of  notes 
payable  by  the  king  of  France,  on  his  re-inftatement,  fell  particularly  heavy  on  the  in- 
habitants of  feveral  towns,  yet  the  unfortunate  villagers  of  Voges  were  treated  with  a 
feverity  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  practice  of  a  civilized  war.  Though  fituated  on  a 
mountain,  and  well  calculated  to  form  a  poft  of  fome  ftrength,  its  fortifications  were  in 
fuch  a  neglected  date,  that  it  would  have  been  folly  in  the  inhabitants  to  have  attempted 
refiftance;  yet  having  been  greatly  haraffed  by  detached  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy, 
the  villagers  refolved  to  attempt  the  defence  of-their  property  againft  fimilar  depredations 
in  future,  though  not  to  refift  a  regular  fummons.  Confequently  the  next  detachment 
which  came  in  this  irregular  manner,  was  bravely  repulfed;  but  immediately  returning 
with  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  the  peafants,  after  a  gallant  effort,  were  finally  compelled 
to  fubmit.  They  were  dragged  to  the  head-quarters,  tied  to  the  tails  of  horfes;  and  are 
{aid  to  have  been  treated  with  the  utmofi  cruelty. 

The  French  foldiery  in  general  abftained  from  plunder;  and,  as  they  endured  the 
want  of  every  neceflary  with  fortitude,  were  cautious  of  injuring  the  rights  of  others. 
Their  political  fanaticifm,  however,  fometimes  betrayed  them  into  fliocking  exceffes,  the 
moft  flagrant  inftance  of  which  occurred  at  Rhetel  in  the  beginning  of  October.  Two 
battalions  of  volunteers  being  ftationed  at  that  place,  four  deferters  from  the  Prufliarf 
army  came  to  offer  their  fervices,  and  were  received  b^  the  officers.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  however,  fome  difpute  arofe  between  thefe  men  and  fome  of  the  foldiers,  when 
an  alarm  was  inftantly  fpread  among  the  volunteers,  that  they  were  not  Pruffians,  but 
emigrants  and  fpies.  With  that  fatal  precipitation  which  in  fo  many  recent  inftances 
has  characterifed  the  French  nation,  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  immediately  feized  thefe 
unhappy  men,  and,  in  defiance  of  their  officers,  in  defiance  of  juftice  and  entreaty,  cut 
them  to  pieces. 


a  Meffrs,  Dillon  and  Galbaud  have  certified  this  conference  with  their  names. 

Dumourier, 
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Dumou'rier  on  this  occafion  give  a  falutary  example  of  proper  feverity.  He  degraded 
the  two  battalions,  flripped  them  of  their  military  accoutrements  and  uniforms,  and  ob- 
liged them  to  deliver  up  the  immediate  delinquents.  The  battalions,  with  a  return- 
ing fenfe  of  honour,  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  the  fentence  ;  but  entreated  that, 
inftead  of  being  broken,  they  might  be  fent  upon  fome  fervice  of  moreahan  ordinary  dan- 
ger, to  expiate  their  crime  ;  and  of  their  own  accord  delivered  up  to  the  fentence  of  the 
law  ten  of  their  comrades,  who  were  at  once  the  caufes  and  the  agents  in  this  horrid 
tranfadtion. 

The  fieges  of  Thionville  and  Lille  are  confpicuous  circumftances  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  campaign.  The  former  is  a  fmall  but  ftrong  fortrefs,  and  was  entrufted  to  the  com- 
mand of  general  Felix  Wimpfen,  whofe  reply  to  the  fummonsof  the  Auftrian  general 
was,  «'  Though  you  may  deftroy  the  fortrefs,  and  not  leave  one  ftone  upon  another,  yet 
"  you  cannot  burn  the  ramparts."  It  held  out  during  the  whole  campaign,  and  kept  in 
check  a  force  computed  at  eight-and-twenty  thoufand  men  ;  and  which,  in  feveral 
fuccefsful  fallies*  the  befieged  frequently  haraffed  and  diftreffed.  The  town  was  at  length 
relieved  by  the  general  retreat  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  victorious  garrifon  and  command- 
er received  all  the  honours  and  applaufe  which  a  grateful  country  could  confer. 

The  city  of  Lifle  was  threatened  early  in  September  ;  and  on  the  twenty-third  the 
electors  of  the  department  of  the  North,  who  were  affembled  there,  tranfmirted  a  pub- 
lic act  to  the  legiflative  body,  in  which  they  fwore,  that  "  they  would  be  buried  under 
"  the  ruins  of  the  town,  rather  than  abandon  their  poft."  As  the  poffeffion  of  this  city 
was  confidered  by  the  Auftrians  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  their  views,  no  ex- 
pence  was  fpared  to  effect  its  reduction.  On  the  twenty- ninth  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tef- 
chen,  who  was  appointed  by  the  court  of  Vienna  to  this  important  command,  fummoned 
the  town  to  furrender,  on  pain  of  being  delivered  up  to  the  horrors  of  war.  The  an- 
fwer  of  the  council  general  of  the  commons  was  at  once  modeft  and  fpirited.  "  We 
*•  have  juft  renewed  our  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  and  to  maintain  liberty  and 
*•  equality,  or  to  die  at  our  poft.  We  will  not  perjure  ourfelves." — On  that  day  the  bat- 
teries began  to  play  upon  the  town,  and  were  directed  for  upwards  of  a  week  to  that 
quarter  which  was  inhabited  by  the  lower  clafs  of  citizens.  The  principal  motive  for 
this  proceeding  was  that,  by  diftreffing  them  in  particular,  they  might  be  rendered  mu- 
tinous, and  induced  to  rife  upon  the  magiftrates  and  commanders,  in  order  to  force  them 
into  a  capitulation.  This  mode  of  attack  had,  however,  a  direct  contrary  effect  on  the 
inhabitants  :  infpired  with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  proportioned  to  their  danger,  and  of 
hatred  for  their  foe,  thefe  very  citizens  caufed  the  keys  of  the  city  to  be  carried  into  the 
great  fquare,  and  hung  up  on  the  tree  of  liberty  ;  and  inftantly  paffed  a  refolution,  that 
whoever  prefuraed  to  remove  them,  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  up  the  city,  fhould  he 
punifhed  with  inftant  death.  This  fpirited  refolution  was  fupported  with  firmnefs  and 
<Jifcipline.     They  immediately  formed  themfelves  into  feveral  companies,  to  each  of 

4  S  which 
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which   were  affigncd  its  proper  functions  and  flation.     Every  precaution  was  taken  to 
avert  the  mifchievous  confequences  of   the  hombardment ;  and  it  is  an    undoubted  fa£t, 
that  numbers  of  women   and  children  were  conftantly  employed  in  extinguishing  the 
fufes,  to   prevent  the  murderous  effe&s  from  the  burfting  of  the  fhells.     The  city,  as 
might  be  apprehended,   was  foon  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins;  and  the  inhabitants  were 
compelled  to  take  up  their  refulence  in  temporary  huts,   or  in  vaults  and  cellars,  which 
were  formed  into  a  kind  of  cafemates  by  the  immenfe  quantity  of  rubbifh   heaped  upon 
them.     The  churches  and  public  buildings  were  almofl  all  defrroyed  ;  yet  the  valour  of 
the  inhabitants  increafed  with  their  diftrefs ;  and  as  foon  as  a  family  was  driven  from  its 
habitation   by   the  devaluations  of  the    artillery,  it  was  hofpitably   incorporated  with 
another.     To    the  fixth  of  October  at   noon  the  firing  was  inceflant :    fhells,  red-hot 
balls,  and  every  inftrument  of  deftrudtion,  were  fhowered  upon  the  devoted  city".     As 
the  garrifon  was.too  fmall  to  wafte  its  force  in  Tallies,  nothing  of  that  kind  was  attempt- 
ed ;    but  its  courage  and    indefatigable  afliduity  are  beyond  encomiums  ;  and  marfhal 
Rualt,  the  commander,  deferves  to  be  recorded  with  every  mark  of  refpeft.     It  is  com- 
puted that  the  Auftrian  batteries  fired  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  red-hot  balls  and  fix 
thoufand  bombs  upon  the  city,  exclufive  of  the  fire  of  one  of  the  fineft  battering  trains 
that  ever  appeared  in  the  field.     Notwithftanding  this,  the  whole  lofs  of  both  garrifon 
and  people  did  not  exceed  five  hundred,  three-fourths  of  whom  were  women  and  children. 
The  Auftrians  had  flattered  themfelves  with  being  able  to  maintain  this  poft,  fhould 
they  have   fucceeded  in  their  plan  for  its  reduction,   notwithftanding  the  retreat  of  the 
combined  armies:    but  finding  themfelves  utterly  deceived  in  their  expectations,  on  the 
the   feventh  and  eighth  of  October  they  began  to  break  up  their  camp,  and  the  fiege 
was  raifed. 

The  arms  of  France  were  at  this  period  victorious  in  every  quarter.  The  king  of 
Sardinia  having  been  confidered  as  an  enemy  to  the  Revolution,  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  on  the  fixteenth  of  September,  made  the  following  report  to  the  National 
Aflembly. 

"  I  come,  in  the  name  of  the  provifional  executive  council,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
"  National  Aflembly  of  the  meafures  which  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  ftate  have 
"  obliged  us  to  purfue  againft  the  king  of  Sardinia.  This  prince,  gentlemen,  has  for  a 
"  longtime  been  provoking  us  to  employ  thefe  meafures ;  for  a  long  time  he  has,  like 
"  other  kings,  paid  a  tribute  of  hatred  and  malevolence  to  the  French  Revolution.  The 
"  court  of  Turin  was  the  firft  afylum  of  thofe  great  criminals  whom  the  vengeance  of 

ss  The  princefs  Chriftina,  fifter  to  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefchen,  with  her  whole  court,  is  faid  to  have  attended 
to  view  the  brilliant  fpectacle,  in  the  hope  of  enjoying  the  triumph  of  conqueft.  It  is  even  aff#rted  that  the  prin- 
i',k  herfelf  applied  the  match  to  fome  of  the  engines  of  deftruftion. 

"the 
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«'  the  people  fo  juftly  followed  ;  there  was  the  fiift  focus  of  their  bafe  confpiracies  form- 
"  ed  ;  and  thence  iffued  the  firft  hordes  of  armed  rebels,  who  have  fince  encreafed,  and 
'*  infefted  the  fhores  of  the  Rhine,  the  Mofelle,  and  the  Scheldt.  It  would  be  only 
*'  amufing  the  AfTembly  with  needlefs  details,  were  I  to  trace  out  the  multiplied  inju- 
11  ries  which  the  French  have  fuftained  for  the  three  laft  years  from  the  Sardinian  go- 
**  vernment ;  we  have  not  even  thought  it  neceffary,  gentlemen,  to  fubmit  to  your  exa- 
u  mination  the  formal  propofal  for  making  war  on  a  prince,  who,  in  refpeiSt  to  us,  lias 
"  violated  all  rights,  treaties,  and  agreements.  We  will  carry  on  war  again  ft  him  in  an 
"  open  and  manly  manner,  but  the  guilt  of  that  war  will  fall  upon  him  alone. — He 
"  himfelf,  indeed,  declared  war  againft  us  the  day  when  he  dared  to  infult  the  majefty  of 
"  the  French  nation,  in  the  perfon  of  our  ambaffador,  arretted, on  the  moft  frivolous  and 
**  odious  pretences,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom,  open  on  all  fides  to  our  enemies. 
"  He  declared  war  againft  us  when,  notwithftanding  the  exprefs  tenor  of  ancient  trea- 
"  ties,  he  filled  with  troops  the  fortrefs  of  Montmelian,  and  encreafed  his  hoflile  prepa- 
**  rations  in  Savoy.  He  declared  war  againft  us  when  he  acceded  to  the  impious  league 
**  of  tyrants,  when  he  invited  the  Auftrian  cohorts  into  his  territories,  and  ordered  an 
"  encampment  to  be  traced  out  for  them  near  his  capital. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  gentlemen,  that  when  the  court  of  Turin  was  proceeding 
'*  to  fuch  excefles  againft  us,  it  had  not  even  the  events  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft  fa  day 
**  which,  by  banifhing  the  remains  of  that  charm  which  is  ftill  attached  to  the  name  of 
"  king,  laid  among  us  the  folid  bafis  of  empire,  liberty,  and  equality)  to  ferve  as  a  pre- 
**  tence  for  its  condudt.  If  that  day  did  not  give  us  a  new  enemy  in  the  king  of  Sar- 
«'  dinia,  it  at  leaft  fupplied  frefh  fuel  to  his  hatred.  When  an  account  of  the  events  of 
**  that  day  reached  Turin,  a  council,  or  fort  of  congrefs,  was  held,  for  the  purpofe  of 
**  deliberating  on  the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to  France.  The  quef- 
**  tion,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  proper  to  attack  us,  was  long  debated  in  that  coun- 
-«*  cil ;  and  though  the  refult  of  the  deliberation  was  to  fufpend  that  extremity,  and  to 
"  be  contented  with  ailing  a  paffive  part;  we  ought  not  to  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  the 
«'  victims  of  illufion.  It  was  not  inclination,  but  ftrength,  that  was  wanting  toourene- 
"  my;  his  rage  is  nt  y  uYed»  it  is  only  feeble,  and  we  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive, 
"  that  if  we  allow  him  tu.i~e  to  augment  his  refources,  he  will  fome  day  carry  fire  and  the 
"  fword  into  the  fouthern  departments. 

"  Gentlemen,  a  nation  maybe  placed  in  fuch  circumftances,  that  the  only  method  of 
"  defending  itfelf  with  advantage,  is  to  adt.  on  the  ofFenfive.  Such  are  thofe,  under 
"  which  we  are  at  prefent,  in  regard  to  the  king  of  Sardinia.  By  paying  refpe£t  to  his 
"  apparent  and  perfidious  neutrality,  we  fhould  only  lofe  the  fervice  of  a  fine  -army, 
"  which  may  by  ufefully  employed,  while  that  prince,  in  concert  with  our  enemies, 
"  might  every  moment  unite  his  force  to  theirs  by  his  Italian  ftates  ;  put  them  in  pof- 
"  feilion  of  the  important  pafTages  of  the  Alps ;  and  over-awe  us  until  a  favourable  op- 

2   S   2  "  portunity 
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"  portuhity  might  occur  of  falling  upon  us  with  more  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Under  theSe 
*'  c i re um fiances,  gentlemen,  you  will  doubtleSs  agree  that  we  have  only  one  courfe  to 
'*  take — that  of  forcing  to  combat  that  enemy  who  wifh.es  to  lull  us  afleep  by  a  pretend* 
"  ed  appearance  of  inactivity.  This  is  the  determination  of  the  provisional  executive 
M  council.  In  virtue  of  your  decree  of  the  fixteenth  of  July  laft,  which  authorizes  to 
"  repel,  by  the  force  of  arms,  every  declared  enemy  who  may  be  in  a  State  of  actual  hof- 
11  tility  againfl  the  French  nation,  the  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  South  had  al- 
**  ready  made  difpofitions  for  entering  Savoy,  and  only  waited  for  a  formal  order,  which 
■'  we  tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  eighth  of  this  month.  All  thofe  fubfidiary  means  which 
**  are  likely  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure,  have  been  purfued  by  the  executive 
**  power.  Formidable  diverfions  will  fecond  the  effort  of  our  arms,  and  before  winter 
•«  we  fhall  probably  make  the  Alps  a  barrier  between  Frenchmen,  the  Sons  of  liberty, 
**  and  the  tyrants  of  Italy." 

Immediately  on  reading  this  report  war  was  declared  againfl  the  king  of  Sardinia ;  and, 
about  the  twentieth,  general  Montefquiou  entered  the  territories  of  Savoy.  He  defcribes 
his  march  as  "  a  triumph."  He  was  received  every  where  with  joy,  and  troops  flocked  to 
his  Standard  from  every  part.  He  was  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  from  Chamberry  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  he  palled  the  boundary,  and  on  the  twenty-firft  he  proceeded  to  take  pof» 
feffion  of  that  city.  The  municipality  appeared  at  the  gate,  in  their  drefs  of  ceremony, 
and  delivered  up  the  keys  ;  teftifying,  in  warm  terms,  the  efteera  in  which  the  people 
of  Savoy  held  the  French  nation.  At  the  Hotel  de  Ville  he  received  the  homage  of  all 
the  citizens,  and  invited  them  to  an  entertainment  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  pur.- 
pofe.  As  a  mark  of  confidence,  he  left  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  the  cuftody  of  their  own 
town  guard,  a  circumftance  which  was  received  with  great  Satisfaction  by  the  citizens.: 
after  this  the  whole  country  of  Savoy  Submitted  without  reSiStance. 

The  conquefl  of  Savoy  by  the  French  Spread  an  inStant  alarm  over  the  adjoining  States, 
and  the  aristocratic  faclion  in  Geneva  in,  particular  felt  no  inconSiderable  portion  of 
uneaSineSa.  From  the  other  Swifs  cantons  this  party  demanded  a  garrifon  of  one  thou- 
sand fix  hundred  men,  while  a  French  party  in  the  city  we  .,  iiorous  for  placing  the 
republic  under  the  protection  of  France.  There  appears  to..iaVe  been  reafon  to  SuSpedt 
that  the  executive  council  of  France  were  difpofed  to  take  poffeflion  oS  this- flourishing 
republic ,  and,  with  or  without  reaSon,  pretended  to  be  offended  by  the  admimon  oS  the 
Swifs  garrifon.  MonteSquiou,  by  their  orders,  preSented  himSelf  beSore  the  city.  The 
ariftocracy  became  immediately  alarmed  ;  they  propoSed  terms  oS  conciliation  to  the 
French  general,  and  thediSpute  was  terminated  with  apparent  equity,  on  the  one  Side,  by 
the  diSmiflion  of  the  SwiSs  garrifon,  and  on  the  other,  by  the  withdrawing  of  the  French 
troops  from  the  vicinity  oS  the  republic. 


The 


*792'I  JLEWIS    THE    SIXTEENTH,  62^ 

The  democratic  party  in  Paris,  however,  could  not  eafily  forgive  this  conceffion  in 
their  general.  Montefquiou  was  fufpected,  and  even  charged  with  having  received  a  bribe  ; 
and  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  fame  month  he  was  accufed  in  the  Aflembly  of  having 
tranfmitted  to  the  court  of  Turin  a  plan  of  the  defiles  through  which  an  invafion  of 
France  might  be  attempted;  They  faid,  "  He  had  lied  impudently  in  the  face  of  the  na- 
"  tiou,  when  he  aflerted  that  the  king  of  Sardinia  had  fixty  thoufand  men  on  the  fron- 
•*  tiers,  as  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  only  thirty  thoufand."  Many  or"  the  depu- 
ties having  fupported  this  accufation,  it  was  unanimoufly  decreed,  that  that  general: 
ihould  be  deprived  of  his  command,  and  that  three  commiflioners  fhould  be  fent  to  Ba- 
yonne  and  Perpignan  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  frontiers  in  that  part  of  the  republic. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  three  commiflioners  were  difpatched  to  calm  the  minds  of  the 
foldiers,  who  had  been  long  irritated  at  the  general  and  his  ftaff  officers.     The  Conven- 
ti#n  decreed,  that   the  commiflioners  fhould  have  power  to  fufpend  both  the  general  and- 
his  ftaff  officers,  and  to  arreft  all  who  were  fufpedted. 

The  commiflioners  had  fcarcely  left  Paris,  when  the  minifter  at  war  received 
a  very  fpirited  letter  from  the  general,  which  he  laid  before  the  Convention  ;  in  which, 
after  relating  the  particulars  of  his  late  operations,  he  enters  at  large  on  the  fub- 
Jedt  of  the  various  calumnies  raifed  againft  him,  and  attempts  their  refutation  ;  after 
reading  and  confidering  this  letter,  the  Convention  thought  proper  to  pafs  the  following 
decree :  "  That  the  execution  of  their  decree  of  the  twenty-third  of  September  was 
"  fufpended,  and  that  this  fufpenfion  fhould  continue  in  force  until  their  commiflioners 
**  fhould  have  enquired  into  the  conduct  of  general  Montefquiou."  This  decree  was 
ordered  to  be  difpatched  by  an  extraordinary  courier. 

A  few  days  fubfequent  to  pafling  this  decree,  the  general  addreffed  the  following  epiftle 
to  the  minifter  at  war: 

"  Citizen  President, 
"  I  have  as  yet  no  information,  but  by  the  public  papers,  of  the  decree  which  an- 
"  nounces  my  removal.  I  have  received  that  which  fufpends  me  officially.  I  refpedt, 
"  as  I  ought,  the  decrees  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  French  people.  It  was  their 
**  duty  to  reject,  fervices  which  they  thought  fufpicious,  the  moment  they  gave  fuch  con- 
**  fidence  to  my  accufers,  as  to  take  their  affertions  for  proofs.  If  the  truth  could  have 
"  been  heard,  the  National  Convention  would  have  known  that  all  that  was  faid  againft 
"  me  was  a  collection  of  impoftures  ;  it  would  have  known  that  I  never  prefented  nor 
M  fubfcribed  any  petition  ;  that  the  account  prefented  by  me  to  the  legiflative  aflembly 
*'  of  the  forces  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  is  perfectly  exadl: ;  and  that  it.was  the  exe- 
•*  cutive  council  that  forbade  the  attack  of  Savoy  ;  and  that  my  very  urgent  reprefen- 
"  tations,.  the  repeated  explanation  of  my  plan,  and  my  promife  of  fuccefs,  determined 
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«<  the  council  to  give  me  leave  to  act ;  it  would  have  known  that  the  fables  repeated 
"  by  feveraljournalifts,  of  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  camps  I  had  chofcn,  were  fo  many 
"  lies;  it  would  have  known  that  the  moft  honourable  confidence  of  my  army  is  the 
"  compenfation  for  all  my  labours. 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  of  rendering  a  fervice  to  my  country  and  to  humanity,  by 
"  introducing  the  colours  of  liberty  among  a  good  people,  who  feem  worthy  of  this 
"  great  benefit.  No  facrifice  has  poifoned  this  blefling.  The  fatellites  of  defpotifm  have 
"  fled  from  all  parts  before  an  army  of  citizens.  Savoy  is  as  much  French  as  oureighty- 
•*  three  departments,  and  its  attachment  to  the  nation  has  already  difplayed  itfelf  to  the 
*<  general,  who.  was  the  firft  of  the  French  to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  on  a  foreign 
"  Baftille.  My  courfe  is  run,  and  I  can  no  longer  hope  to  be  ufeful.  A  general,  whom 
If  fufpicion  has  once  furrounded,  on  whom  the  National  Convention  has  once  fet  the 
"  mark  of  public  diftruft,  will  no  longer  act  with  the  necefTary  freedom  of  fpirit,  with 
M  the  heart-felt  fentiment  of  intention,  always  pure  and  honeft.  The  intriguers  who 
"  have  once  perfecuted  me,  will  never  pardon  my  having  conquered  Savoy,  the  very 
'*  day  on  which  they  denounced  me  as  a  traitor.  Every  one  of  my  operations  will  be 
"  croffed  ;  every  fnare  laid  for  the  enemy  will  be  denounced  as  an  act  of  treafon  ;  fecre- 
"  cy,  the  foul  of  fuccefs,  will  always  conceal  fome  fufpected  intentions.  I  requeft,  Ci- 
"  tizen  Prefident,  and  I  requeft  with  earneftnefs,  by  the  love  I  bear  my  country,  by  at- 
"  tachment  and  gratitude  to  an  army  to  which  I  owe  much,  that  another  general  may  be 
"  nominated  in  my  room.  Nothing  can  efface  the  decree  of  the  twenty-third  of  Sep- 
"  tember;  and  it  is  neceffary  that  the  citizen  who  commands  a  French  army  fhould  not 
"  only  be  pure,  but  exempt  from  fufpicion.  I  folicit  only  one  favour;  permiflion  to  re- 
"  turn  to  my  home,  there  to  enjoy  my  rights  of  acitizen,  and  to  prove,  by  the  obfeurity 
"  of  my  life,  that  if  I  ever  entertained  any  ambition,  it  was  that  of  ferving  my 
"  country. 

(Signed)  "  Montesquiou." 

On  the  feventh  of  October  the  Convention  thought  proper  to  annul  their  decree  for 
.removing  him  from  the  command  ;  but  as  fome  difficulty  arofe  as  to  the  manner  of  doing 
this,  it  was  refolved,  after  much  difcuffion,  "  That  the  fimple  repeal  of  the  decree  was 
"  the  bed  proof  of  their  confidence  in  the  general."  Notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees  for  the  fufpenfion  and  removal  of  Montefquiou,  that  general  does  not  appear 
henceforward  to  have  poffeffed  the  confidence  of  the  Convention;  and  all  his  fubfequent 
tranfacYirins  in  Geneva  feem  to  have  been  viewed  through  a  falfe  or  at  leafl:  a  prejudiced 
medium.  A  letter  was  foon  after  written  from  the  commiffioners  with  his  army,  indi- 
rectly reflecting  upon  his  conduct  in  unneceffarily  weakening  his  force,  by  difbanding 
fome  volunteer  grenadiers,  at  a  time  when  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  exerting  himfelf  to  ef- 

I  the  evacuation  of  Geneva,  by  the  Swifs,  who  had  taken  poft  in  that  city.  It  was 
/;»  vain  that  the  general  had  accompli Ihed  his  end,  by  the  convention  with  the  Genevefe. 

Strongly 
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Strong  fymptoms  of  difapprobation  on  the  whole  of  his  conduit  were  expvefled  in  the 
Convention,  which  ended  in  a  committee  being  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  behaviour 
of  the  general  ;  and  a  decree  of  accufation  was  palled  againft  him.  But  Montefquiou 
having  received  private  information  of  this  event,  and  not  being  willing  to  encounter  the 
humiliation  and  perfonal  rifk  qf  a  public  trial,  found  means  to  elude  the  fearch  made  by  the 
commiflioners  who  were  fent  to  arreft  him,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  fled  for  refuge 
into    Switzerland. 

General  Anfelme,  who  had  been  bred  an  ecclefiaftic,  but  had  quitted  the  path  of  peace 
for  the  more  noble  but  more  hazardous  profeffion  of  arms,  with  another  body  of  troops 
crofTed  the  Var,  and,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  being  gallantly  fupported  by 
admiral  Truguet,  with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  took  pofTefTion  of  Nice,  which  the  Piedmon- 
tefe  garrifon  evacuated  immediately  on  the  appearance  of  the  French  army.  With  the 
city  of  Nice,  the  fortrefs  of  Montalban,  Villa  Franca,  and  in  fhort  the  whole  country 
of  Nice,  fubmitted  to  the  conquerors.  Anfelme,  on  his  fvrft  arrival,  was  extremely  po- 
pular with  the  Piedmontefe,  who  appeared  well  difpofed  to  unite  with  the  French  na- 
tion. But,  whether  from  the  imprudence  of  the  general,  or  from  want  of  difcipline 
in  the  foldiery,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  yet  certain  it  is  that  the  grofTeft  excefles  were 
foon  after  committed,  the  French  name  was  difgraced,  and  the  nation  rendered  odious  in 
that  quarter.  On  receiving  information  of  thefe  excefles,  the  Convention  pafled  the 
following  decree : 

"  The  National  Convention,  after  hearing  the  report  of  the  diplomatic  committee* 
ft  and  the  committee  of  war  united,  decree,  That  three  commiflioners,  chofen  from 
*  among  their  own  body,  fhall  repair  to  the  army  of  the  Var,  in  the  country  of  Nice, 
**■  and  neighbouring  places,  to  procure  every  neceffary  information  refpecling  the  facls 
"  denounced  by  the  deputies  extraordinary  of  the  city  of  Nice  ;  to  examine  the  condudt 
**  of  the  officers  and  generals  who  may  have  authorized  or  tolerated  the  excefles  commit- 
"  ted  ;  to  learn  the  means  they  have  employed  to  prevent  and  fupprefs  them  ;  to  hear  the 
"  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  become  victims  to  thefe  diforders ;  to  trace 
**  out  and  reftore  the  effects  which  may  have  been  taken  from  them  ;  to  fufpend  provi- 
"  fionally,  or  arreft,  thofe  military  agents  who  may  have  concurred  in  or  foffered  thefe 
w  adts  of  licentioufnefs  ;  to  iflue  fuch  proclamations,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  as  may  tend  to 
"  reftore  difcipline  in  the  army  ;  and,  laftly,  to  employ  every  method  in  their  power  to 
«'  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nice,  and  to  bring  back  thofe  who, 
"  through  fear,  may  have  abandoned  their  habitations." — Soon  after  general  Anfelme 
was  removed  from  the  command,  and  committed  to  prifon. 

One  inftance  of  feverity  in  admiral  Truguet,  which  was  indeed,  in  fome  degree,  jufti- 
fied  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  by  grofs  provocation,  contributed  like  wife  to  injure  the  po- 
pularity of  the  French  in  the  Sardinian  territory.     On  the  twenty-third  of  October  the 

admiral. 
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admiral  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Onaglia,  and  having  prepared  a  proclamation,  inviting 
the  inhabitants  to  a  union  with  the  French  nation,  he  fent  it  by  captain  Duchayla,  under  , 
a  flag  of  truce,  to  be  prefented  to  the  magiitrates.  The  admiral  followed  the  boat 
which  proceeded  with  the  flag  of  truce  alone,  and  ordered  the  other  veffels  to  keep 
without  gun-fhot  from  the  fhore.  The  people,  at  firft,  appeared  to  receive  the  boat 
^vith  demonftrations  of  friendihip  ;  but  at  the  moment  when  captain  Duchayla  was  pre- 
paring to  addtefs  them  at  a  fmall  diftance,  they  affailed  it  with  a  volley  of  nr«i  fleet- fhot, 
by  which  the  aid-de-camp  of  marflial  Lahoulicre,  who  accompanied  captain  Duchayla, 
two  midftiipmen,  and  four  feamen  were  killed,  and  the  captain  himfelf,  and  adjutant  ge- 
neral La  Couverfiene,  wounded.  The  magiftrates  affected  to  excufe  themfelves ;  but 
their  apology  not  proving  fatisfactory  to  the  admiral,  he  prepared  to  take  an  ample  and 
indeed  a. cruel  revenge.  As  foon  as  the  boat  was  out  of  danger,  he  ordered  his  fquadrou 
to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  cannonade  the  town — At  the  fame  time  it  was  attacked  by 
land  by  marflial  Lahouliere,  and,  being  taken  by  ftorm,  was  futrendered  to  a  general 
plunder,  and  afterwards  fet  on  fire  in  different  places. 

The  conquefls  of  Cuftine  in  the  circle  of  the  Upper  Rhine  were  no  lefs  brilliant  than 
-thofe  of  his  colleagues.  It  was  with  confiderable  difficulty,  from  the  quantity  of  rain, 
and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  that  he  could  collect  his  army  at  Landau  by  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  September.  On  that  morning,  however,  he  proceeded  towards  Spires,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  following  Jay.  He  found  the  Auftrians  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle 
before  the  town,  having  on  their  right  an  eminence,  which  is  above  the  gate  that  looks 
towards  Worms  ;  before  them  a  ravine,  and  their  left  extended  among  fome  gardens  fur- 
rounded  with  thick  hedges.  In  this  pofition  the  general  did  not  hefitate  to  attack  them, 
and  foon  forced  them  to  retreat  within  the  walls  of  the  city.  Having  made  an  effort 
•to  force  the  gates  with  cannon,  and  perceiving  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  he  propofed  to 
cut  them  down  with  axes,  and  the  propofal  was  eagerly  received  by  the  foldiers.  This 
they  fpeedily  accomplifhed,  and  the  French  rufhed  into  the  town  with  their  ufual  im- 
petuofity ;  but  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  poffeflion  of  all  the  adjacent  houfes,  com- 
menced a  heavy  and  deftrudtive  fire  immediately  on  their  entering  the  place.  Fortunate- 
ly Cuftine  had  taken  the  precaution  to  place  at  the  head  of  the  columns  fome  howitzers 
and  field-pieces,  which  enabled  him  to  rally  his  troops,  who  were  in  fome  degree  difor- 
dered  at  firft  by  the  violence  of  the  difcharge  of  mufketry.  The  Auftrians  had,  however, 
apparently  no  intention  of  maintaining  their  ground  ;  they  immediately  retreated,  and 
left  Cuftine  mafter  of  the  city.  The  French,  on  this  occafion,  took  upwards  of  three 
thoufand  prifoners,  befides  a  great,  quantity  of  cannon,  howitzers,  &c. 

The  capture  of  Worms,  by  M.  Neuvigner,  with  a  detachment  from  Cuffine's  army, 
immediately  fucceeded  that  of  Spires;  and  the  movements  of  the  French  were  fo  rapid 
.thajt  the  enemy  found  it  impoffible  to  remove  their  ftores  ;   an  immenfe  quantity,  there- 
for^ 
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fore,  of  every  kind  were  found  in  this  place.  Cuftine  laid  the  bifhop,  the  chapter,  and 
the  magiftrates,  under  a  heavy  contribution:  the  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  in  this  engage- 
ment was  alfo  confiderable. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  October,  although  impeded  by  a  very  heavy  rain,  general  Cuf- 
tine,  by  forced  marches,  arrived  before  Mentz.  He  had  previoufly  been  informed  of  the 
ftate  of  the  fortrefs,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon,  which  amounted  to  about  fix  thou- 
fand  men.  On  the  twentieth  he  fummoned  the  governor  to  furrender,  who  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  he  meant  to  defend  the  town,  but  requefted  till  the  twenty-firft  to  deliberate. 
Mean  time  the  garrifon  continued  their  fire  ;  to  filence  which  Cuftine  wrote  a  fe- 
cond  time  in  a  very  threatening  ftyle  to  the  governor;  on  the  receipt  of  which  a  capi- 
tulation was  agreed  upon,  the  chief  article  of  which  was,  that  the  garrifon  fhould  not 
ferve  againft  France  for  the  fpace  of  one  year;  and  on  the  twenty-firft  the  gairifon 
marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  October  Franckfort  fhared  the  fate  of  Spires,  Worms,  and 
Mentz,  and  fubmitted  to  this  victorious  commander.  In  confequence  of  the  protection 
and  afliftance  which  this  city  had  afforded  to  the  emigrants,  Cuftine  thought  proper  to 
impofe  on  the  magiftrates  a  fine  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  florins;  but  on 
their  reprefentation  he  was  afterwards  induced  to  mitigate  it  to  one  million. 

The  fucceflive  capture  of  three  places,  of  fuch  confiderable  ftrength  and  importance, 
in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time,  is  almoft  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  military  affairs.  The 
eager  boldnefs  and  the  flufh  of  victory  would  have  induced  the  general  to  penetrate  to 
Coblentz,  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  emigrants  :  in  this  daring  project  he  complain- 
ed that  he  had  been  difappointed  by  the  inactivity  and  tardinefs  of  Kellermann.  He  had 
ordered  that  general  to  pafs  the  Sarre  and  the  Mofelle,  directly  to  Treves  and  Coblentz, 
and  to  leave  a  fmall  detachment  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Pruffians  in  their  retreat. 
Kellermann  vindicated  himfelf,  however,  by  ftating,  that  after  Dumoiuier  left  him,  he 
had  only  fifteen  thoufand  men  under  his  command,  and  Valence  not  more  than  fourteen 
thoufand;  while  the  Pruffian  force  was  upwards  of  five-and- fifty  thoufand  ;  confe- 
quently,  it  would  have  been  the  height  of  imprudence  to  rifk  a  battle  with  fuch  a  fupe- 
rior  force,  neither  was  it  fafe  to  abandon  the  French  territory  again  to  their  incurfions. 
Difappointed  in  this  favourite  meafure,  Cuftine  proceeded  to  extend  his  conquefts,  and 
penetrated  into  the  dominions  of  the  prince  of  Heffe.  By  the  union  of  the  Pruffians 
with  the  Auftrians  and  Heflians,  a  check  was,  however,  given  to  his  career  before  the  ter- 
mination of  the  campaign.  On  the  fecond  of  December  the  Pruffians  appeared  before 
Frankfort,  the  gates  of  which  were,  by  the  treachery  of  fome  of  the  populace,  opened 
to  them.  The  greateft  part  of  the  French  garrifon,  amounting  to  one  thoufand  three 
hundred,  were  maffacred  ;  and  many,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  were  fent  the  next 
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day  to  Mcnt7  with  their  hands  cut  off:  tl.is  diabolic.il  action  is  aflerted  to  have  beetv 
committed  by  Hcfiians  in  the  difguifc  of  pcafants.  After  the  city  had  furrendered,  a  fe- 
vere  en^afement  took  place  between  the  two  armies,  in  ivbich  that  of  the  Pruffians  are 
Itated  to  amount  to  near  fifty  thoufand,  more  than  double  the  force  oppofed  to  them  by 
Cuftinc.  The  French,  however,  maintained  their  ground  for  above  two  hours,  and 
then  retired  to  the  fhelter  of  a  wood,  whence  they  were  able  to  annoy  their  adverfaries, 
and  keep  them  in  check. 

The  enthufiafm  of  the  French  people  at  this  time,  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  is  per- 
haps unequalled  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  Impelled  by  this  idea,  hafty  levies  of 
undifciplined  peafants  were  fpeedily  converted  into  regular  armies.  Battalions,  chiefly 
compofed  of  boys,  engaged  with,  and  actually  chafed  from  the  field,  the  difciplined  legions 
of  Germany  and  Pruffia ;  and  though  ignorant  of  military  tactics,  and  having  no  regu- 
larly appointed  authority,  this  principle  alone  was  fufficient  to  preferve  order  and  fubordi- 
nation.  Even  the  fofter  fex  partook  in  the  general  ardour,  and  many  of  them  proved 
themfelves  to  be  little  inferior,  either  in  courage  or  conduct,to  the  braveft  of  ours.  The 
fifter  of  general  Anfelme,  the  two  mifs  Fernigs,  who  ferved  as  aids-de-camp  to  general 
Dumourier,  together  with  many  other  females,  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  moft 
heroic  exertions ;  and  the  French  artillery  was  frequently  ferved  by  female  warriors,, 
•who,  regardlefs  of  the  weaknefs  and  imbecility  natural  to  their  fex,  compenfated,  by 
their  fpirit  and  activity,  for  the  want  of  that  force  and  vigour  which  has  hitherto  been 
exclusively  attributed  to  the  male. 

Although  the  French,  confidered  as  a  people  long  oppreffed,  and  now  ftruggling  for 
liberty,  muff  attract  the  admiration  of  the  hiftorian,  and  their  courage  as  foldiers  gain 
his  applaufe,  yet  their  inability  and  weaknefs  as  legiflators  cannot  fail  equally  to  excite 
his  contempt  and  furprize.  On  one  of  the  laft  acts  of  the  legiflativeaffembly  too  much 
cenfure  cannot  be  beftowed,  by  every  man  who  regards  either  good  morals  or  focial  order. 
This  was  no  other,  than  to  legalize  adultery,  and  to  authorize  a  community  of  women: 
a  law  was  paffed,  which  enabled  the  ordinary  tribunals  to  pronounce  a  fentence  of  di- 
vorce between  any  married  couple,  not  only  on  mutual  agreement,  but  on  the  applica- 
tion of  either  party,  fimply  alledging  as  a  caufe,  incompatibility  of  humour  or  charac- 
ter. The  female  children  were  directed,  by  this  decree,  to  be  entirely  confided  to  the 
care  of  the  mother,  as  were  the  males  till  they  reached  the  age  of  feven  years,  when 
they  were  to  be  committed  to  the^  fuperintendance  of  their  father  :  provided  only,  that 
by  mutual  agreement  any  other  arrangement  might  take  place  with  refpedt  to  the  difpofal 
of  the  children  ;  01  arbitrators  might  by  chofen  from  the  neareft  of  kin  to  determine  on 
the  fubject.  The  parents  were  to  contribute  equally  to  the  maintenance  of  the  offspring, 
in  proportion  to  their  property,  whether  under  the  care  of  the  father  or  mother. 
Family   arbitrators  were  to   be   chofen   to   award   the  partition  of   property,    or  the 
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alimentary  penfion  to  be  allowed  to  the  party  divorced.  Both  parties  were  prol  "- 
bited  from  forming  a  frefh  connection  for  the  fpace  of  one  year.  The  confufion,  liti- 
gation, domeftic  contefts,  and  fatal  jealoufies,  that  fuch  an  arrangement  rauft  produce  itt 
families,  might  have  been  fufficient  to  deter  men  of  any  information  or  judgment  from  fo 
pernicious  a  meafure  ;  but  thefe  evils  are  trivial,  when  compared  with  the  per.verfion  of 
the  moral  principle,  which  muft  neceffarily  enfue,  the  effeminate,  luxurious,  and  profli- 
gate habits,  that  muft  follow  this  unreftrained  gratification  of  the  animal  propensities. 
Men  converfant  in  hiftory  might  have  known  that  the  law  of  polygamy  has  been  the 
moft  operative  caufe  of  enervating  the  Muffulman  empire  ;  has  rendered  its  fubjecls  in- 
capable of  liberty  or  virtue  ;  and  that  this  very  law  or  divorces  was  the  immediate  caufe 
which  overthrew  the  Roman  republic. 

The  charadleriftic  of  the  prefent  Affembly  was  rather  that  of  weaknefs  than  of  dif- 
honefty.  The  majority  was  compofed  of  men  who  profeffld  to  mean  well  to  their 
country ;  but  unfortunately,  by  the  influence  of  the  Paris  mo'\  the  intrigues  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, and  the  activity  of  the  republicans,  a  fmall  fadlion  of  anarchifts  and  levellers  gained 
the  afcendancy,  and  in  the  end  became  the  ruling  party.  Had  the  AiTembly  in  time 
taken  the  decilive  ftep  to  decree  the  removal  of  the  king  and  the  legillature  from  the  fac- 
tious metropolis,  they  might  ftill  have  continued  their  labours  with  profit  to  their  c  ..» ■  n- 
try,  and  fome  (hare  of  honour  to  themfelves.  But,  after  t lie  fatal  tenth  ot  Augult,  the 
ltgiflature  feemed  to  a£t  entirely  under  the  controul  of  the  mob.  The  populace  in  the 
galleries,  not  the  members  on  the  benches,  decided  every  queftion.  Dumas,  Vaublanc, 
and  all  thofe  who  united  integrity  with  rel peccability  of  character  and  coolnefs  of  un- 
derstanding, were  filenced  or  expelled,  and  the  fufpenfion  of  the  king  was  ipeedily  fol- 
lowed by  a  fufpenfion  of  the  whole  collective  wifdoin  of  the  nation, 

"  Thus  ended," — fays  M.  Briffot — *•  after  a  year's  exiftence,  that  ftormy  legillature, 
"  under  which  the  public  fpirit  made  fuch  a  rapid  progrefs,  and  the  French  nation 
"  marched  with  giant  ftrides  towards  a  republic.  It  will  be  judged  differently  according 
*'  to  the  diveifuy  of  pafllons,  interefts,  and  opinions.  Royalty  will  confider  it  as  an  af- 
"  fembly  of  men,  confiant  enemies  to  its  idol,  and  who,  from  their  fitting  to  the  mo- 
"  ment  of  their  leparation,  have  fecretly  undermined  the  throne  which  they  feemed  to 
"  refpe£t  with  connitutional  attention.  Anarchy  will  reprefent  it  as  a  collection  of 
"  timid  or  corrupted  deputies,  who  facrificed  the  people  to  the  court,  and  liberty  to  the 
"  conftitution.  Pure,  but  enlightened  patriotifm,  which  weighs  neither'  circumltances, 
"  nor  characters,  will  confider  it  as  a  wavering  affembly,  deilirure  of  principles; — an 
"  aflembly  which  has  in  turns  attacked  the  court,  and  iervilely  fubmitted  to  it  ;  Qvaken  the 
"  conftitution,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain  it  ;  and  fometimes  favoured,  and  lbmeiimts 
«'  checked,  the  progrefs  of  the  public  fpirit.  But  the  patriot  philofopher,  the  true  repub- 
*'  lican,  who  appreciates  efforts  according  to  circumftances,  and  judges  effecls  according 
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M  to  the  means'  employed  to  produce  them,  will  compare  what  the  National  AfTembly 
**  has  done,  with  what  it  might  have  done;  and,  without  palliating  its  faults,  or  veiling 
•'  its  errors,  will  declare  that  it  has  deferved  well  of  its  country,  becaufe  if  it  had  need  of 
*'  a  fecond  revolution  to  overthrow  a  treacherous  court,  it  was  it  that  excited,  fomented, 
"  and  brought  to  maturity  that  revolution. 

"  In  fhort,  when  pofterity  fhall  review  the  proceedings  of  this  AfTembly,  it  will 
"  behold,  not  that  it  has  overturned  a  conflitutional  church,  built  on  the  ruins  of 
"national  worfhip;  that  it  has  eftablifhed  divorce  ;  that  it  has  deftroyed  the  odious 
•*  difti  notion  which  prevailed  between  the  white  man  and  his  brown,  or  black  fel- 
"  low-citizens  ;  that  it  ordered  the  property  of  the  emigrants  to  be  fold  in  final!  lots, 
"  and  commons  to  be  divided;  that  it  pulled  down  the  ariftocratic  barrier  between 
"  Frenchman  and  Frenchman,  by  the  title  of  active  citizen;  that  it  has  fworn  to  hate 
"  and  combat  kings  and  royalty ;  that  it  declared  with  courage,  and  fupported  with. 
"  firmnefs,  war  againft.  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  the  cruel  enemy  of  the  liberty  of  Europe, 
**  and  the  fcourge  of  mankind  ;  and,  laftly,  that,  hard  prefTed between  defpotifm  attempt- 
*«  ing  to  recover  its  ftrength,  and  anarchy  which  wifhed  to  fucceed,  it  has  reftored  entire, 
"  and  even  confiderably  augmented,  the  depofit  of  national  liberty." 

On  the  twenty-third  of  September  at  noon,  the  hall  in  which  the  National  AfTembly 
had  held  their  deliberations  was  left  empty.  The  perfons  who  had  but  a  few  minutes- 
before  formed  the  legiflative  power,  but  who  were  then  only  citizens,  entered,  in  a 
body,  the  hall  of  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  occupied  by  the  National  Convention. 
After  the  applaufe,  with  which  they  were  received,  had  ceafed,  M.  Francois  de  Neuf- 
chateau  fpolce  thus : 

"  Reprefentativesof  the  nation,  the  legiflative  afTembly  hasceafed  from  its  functions  : 
"  the  late  members  of  it  haften  to  be  the  firft  in  giving  to  all  the  empire  an  example  of 
"  fubmiflion  to  the  laws  which  you  may  decree.  They  congratulate  themfelves  upon 
•'  depofiting  in  your  hands  the  reins  of  government.  They  have  refolved,  that  their 
"  firft.  act,  as  fimple  citizens,  fhall  be  that  of  ferviilg  as  a  guard  to  the  National  Con- 
"  vention,  and  of  offering  them  the  homage  of  their  refpect,  in  order  to  give  to  all  the 
M  French  an  example  of  bowing  before  the  majefty  of  the  people  whom  you  reprefent. 

"  We  congratulate  ourfelves,  that,  upon  our  voice,  all  the  primary  afTemblies  adhered 
11  to  the  invitation  which  we  gave  them.  By  electing  you,  they  have  confecrated  the 
"  extraordinary  meafures,  which  the  fafety  of  four-and-twenty  millions  may  require 
"  againft  the  perfidy  of  one  man,  the  motives  of  divifion  ought  to  ceafe.  The  en- 
"  tire  nation  is  reprefented,  and  you  are  about  to  eftablifh  a  conftitution  upon  the  bafis 
"  of  liberty  and  equality.  The  end  of  your  efforts  will  be,  to  give  to  the  French,  li- 
**  berty,  laws,  and  peace  :  liberty,  without  which  the  French  can  no  longer  live  ;  laws, 
"  the  firmeft  foundation  of  liberty;  peace,  the  only  end  of  war. 

"  Liberty, 
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"Liberty,  laws,  and  peace  ;  thefe  three  words  were  written  by  the  Greeks  upon  the 
11  gate  of  the  temple  of  Delphos :  you  will  imprefs  them  upon  the  entire  foil  of 
"  France.  You  will  maintain,  efpecially  between  all  the  parts  of  the  empire,  the  unity 
'*  of  the  government,  of  which  you  are  the  centre  and  the  prefervative  bond,  and  thus 
"  will  you  accumulate  the  benedictions  of  your  fellow-citizens." 

On  the  meeting  of  the  National  Convention,  though  there  was  reafon  to  complain 
that  the  legiflative  aflembly  was  inferior  in  refpedtability  to  their  predeceffors,  it  was 
with  grief  and  apprehenfion  that  men  of  fenfe  and  reflection  obferved  it  compofed  of  the 
refufe  of  both.  Petion,  Robefpierre,  and  a  few  of  the  moft  violent  and  leaft  refpe£table 
of  the  constituent  aflembly,  were  re-chofen  on  this  occafion ;  and  Danton  5°,  Merlin, 
Chabot,  and  others,  equally  without  property  or  rank,  and  totally  devoid  of  any  refpec- 
tability  of  character,  were  felecled  from  the  prefent  legiflature.  Foreigners  were  invit- 
ed to  become  reprefentatives  of  France,  and,  unfortunately,  this  invitation  was  offered  not 
for  the  extent  of  their  abilities,  nor  for  the  reputation  of  integrity,  but  becaufe  they  had 
been  the  moft  active  in  the  career  of  republicanifm,  and  becaufe  they  had  disclaimed 
every  title  to  moderation  or  judgment  in  their  opinions  on  the  fcience  of  government. 
The  celebrated  Thomas  Paine  was  invited  to  become  f]  reprefentative  of  a  depart- 
ment ;  and  a  Pruflian  of  the  name  of  Anacharfis  Cloots,  whom  we  have  before  had  occafion 
to  notice  (fee  p.  480,)  as  being  the  felf- appointed  orator  of  the  human  race,  and  who  played 
off  the  ludicrous  farce  of  the  dumb  ambafladors,  at  the  bar  of  the  former  Aflembly, 
a  wretched  maniac,  whom  the  humanity  of  this  country  would  have  charitably  provid-. 
ed  with  medical  aid  in  the  folitude  of  Bedlam,  was  chofen  to  reprefent  another.  The 
department  of  Paris  was,  however,  upon  this  as  upon  every  other  occafion,  firft  in  in- 
famy. There  the  proftituted  mifcreant,  the  infamous  duke  of  Orleans  (  now  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  ludicrous  name  of  Egalite,  which  he  had  aflumed  on  the  abolition  of  titles  ) 
was  united  with  the  equally  infamous  incendiary  and  aflaflin  Marat  ;  with  the  painter 
David;  with  Legendre,  by  profefijon  a  butcher;  and  with  feveral  other  equally  pure 
and  refpeclable  characters.  Buffoons,  news-writers,  and  men  from  the  loweft  ranks  and 
ftations,  might  be  feen  mingled  with  the  degraded  remnants  of  the  ci-devant  noblefle, 
and  with  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  had  Sufficient  laxity  of  principle  to  difavow  their  engage- 
ments with  the  head  of  their  church.  Juftice,  however,  obliges  us  to  acknowledge  that 
this  heterogenous  mafs  included  fome  men  refpe6table  for  their  talents,  and  fome  unim- 

s6  Danton  is  a  man  of  too  much  importance  to  be  left  out  of  the  Convention  on  any  account  :  in  conformity 
with  the  principle  that  no  one  citizen  fhould  poffefs  two  offices  under  the  government,  he  fent  in  his  refignation  of 
the  office  of  minifter  of  juftice,  and  retained  that  of  member  of  the  Convention.  He  was  the  firft  who  propofed 
that  the  conftitution  which  they  were  about  to  form  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  nation,  and  mould  not  have  force 
till  it  was  accepted  by  the  majority  of  the  people  of  France,  united  in  primary  afTemblies.  This  and  another  pro- 
pofal  of  his  were  decreed,  namely,  that  property  and  perfons  were  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  nation. 

Moore's  Journal* 

peaahed 


{>$%  REIGN     OF  [*792« 

peached  as  to  their  integrity.  The  fhining  abilities  of  Condorcet,  as  a  writer,  does  not 
compenfate  for  his  evident  inexperience  and  imbecility  as  a  ftatefman  ;  nor  do  the  meta- 
physeal talents  of  the  abbe  Sieyes  appear  the  bell  adapted  to  the  practical  purpofes  of 
political  life. 

From  a  body  of  men  thus  collected  in  a  moment  of  political  ferment,  but  little  of  wif- 
dom,  little  of  unanimity,  little  of  moderation,  was  to  be  expected.  Their  firft  move- 
ments were  rafh,  hafty,  and  without  deliberation  ;  they  foon  divided  into  factions,  dif- 
gracing  the  name  of  a  legiflature  by  altercation,  abufe,  and  even  by  that  laft  refort  in  vul- 
gar dilputes — pugiliftic  contefts.  At  the  firft  meeting  Petion  was  elected  prefident ; 
Gondorcet,  vice- prefident ;  and  Camus,  Vergniaud,  Lafource,  Briffot,  and  Rabaud, 
Secretaries. 

As  foon  as  the  new  Convention  had  gone  through  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  choofing 
its  officers,  &c.  the  following  difcuffion  took  place,  which,  as  being  productive  of  the 
nioft  arbitrary  and  unjuft  meafure  that  had  yet  been  purfued,  and  which  was  no  lefs 
than   the  total  deprivation   of  the   lawful   authority  of  the  Sovereign,  deferves  to  be 

recorded. 

M.  Tallica  moved,  "That  the  National  Convention  fhould  enter  into  a  folemri  en- 
««  gagement  not  to  feparate  until  they  have  eftablifhed  a  government  upon  the  firm  bafis 

"  of  liberty  and  equality." —M  Merlin  the  younger.   "  Let  us  not  (wear  but    proinifc 

«j  to  fave  the  people. M.  Couthon.  "  We  ought  to  do  every  thing  to  fliew  ourfelves 

"  worthy  of  that  confidence  with  which  the  people  have  honoured  us  Fatal  reports  are 
"  now  circulating  among  the  people.  Some  have  dared  to  fpeak  of  royalty.  I  have 
"  heard  others,  and  1  fhudder  at  it,  mention  a  dictator  and  a  triumvirate — Thefe,  how- 
"  ever,  I  believe  to  be  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Convention, 
"  therefore,  to  explain  clearly  thofe  principles  upon  which  they  mean  to  found  their  pro- 
"  ceedings.  Let  us  all  fwear  to  maintain  the  fovereignty  of  the  people — the  whole  of  that 
"  fovereignty — and  nothing  but  that  Jovereignty.  Let  us  decree  the  punifhment  of  death  to 
"  thofe  who  lhall  dare  to  make  any  attempt  upon  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  liberty, 

"  and  equality." M.  Danton.     Tranquillity  mull  be  reftored;  the  tyrants   are  over- 

"  thrown  ;  the  iaw  then  mult  refume  its  empire;  and  it  muft  be  as  terrible  in  adminif- 
"  tering  juflice  as  the  fury  of  the  people  has  been  in  exercifing  vengeance.  Let  us  de- 
"  clare,  that  territorial  property,  and  the  fruits  of  induftry,  are  facred.  Let  us  place  the 
"  fafety  of  perfons  under  the  protection  of  the  nation.  Let  us  eftablifh  thefe  grand  bafes 
"  of  public  felicity,  and  thus  end  our  labours — we  Avail  then  have  done  enough." 

After  various  propofitions,  which  occafioned  fome  debate,  the  following  decree  was 
pafied  by  the  Convention: 

«  The 
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"  The  National  Convention  declare,  that  there  can  be  no  conftitution  but  that  which 
"  is  accepted  by  the  people.  They  alfo  declare,  that  perfons  and  property  are  under  the 
"  protection  of  the  laws;  that  they  will  afterwards  conceit  the  mode  which  the  French 
"  people  at  large  fhall  purfue  to  manifeft  their  opinion  refpe£U:ig  that  conftitution 
*'  which  fliall  be  prefented  to  them." — It  was  then  moved,  "  That  the  National  Con- 
"  vention  mould  exprefsly  declare,  that  all  the  authorities  at  prefent  in  the  exercife  of 
*'  their  functions,  fhallbe  provifionally  maintained  until  further  orders." — Thisoccafioned 
fome  debate,  and  at  laft  the  principle  of  the  motion  was  decreed  in  the  following  words: 
"  1.  Thofe  laws  which  have  not  been  abrogated,  and  thofe  powers  which  have  not 
"been  fufpended,  fhall  be  provifionally  preferred  and  fupported. — 2.  The  taxes  actually 
**  exifting  fhall  be  collected  as  formerly." 

M.  Collot-cTHerbois.    "  You  have  juft  now  formed  a  wife  refolution  ;  but  there  is  one  • 
"  which  you  cannot  defer  till  to-morrow,  nor  yet  till  the  evening — no,  not  even  a  fingle 
"  moment,  without  being  unfaithful  to  the  wiflies  of  the  nation:  that  refolution  is — The 

"  abolition  of  royalty." M.  Gregoire.  "  No  one  certainly  will  ever  propofe  to  us   to 

M  preferve  in  France  the  fatal  race  of  kings.  We  muft  give  perfect  fecurity  to  all 
"  the  friends  of  liberty.  We  muft  deflroy  that  talifman,  the  magic  force  of  which 
"  might  ftill  have  power  to  ftupify  mankind.  I  move,  therefore,  that  you  fanction,  by  a 
•'  folemn  law,  the  abolition  of  royalty." 

The  AfTembly  here  rofe  unanimoufly,  and  decreed,  by  a  loud  acclamation,  the  motion, 
made  by  M.  Gregoire. 

M.  Bazire.  "  The  AfTembly  has  manifefted,  by  the  unanimity  of  its  acclamations, 
"  its  profound  hatred  for  kings.  This  fentiment,  fo  confonant  to  the  wifhes  of  the 
*■  whole  French  nation,  cannot  but  be  applauded.  But  it  would  be  alarming  to  fee  an 
"  AfTembly  take  into  confideration,  in  the  moment  of  enthufiafin,  an  object  of  fo  much 

"magnitude.     I  move  that  the  queftion  be  deferred." M,  Gregoire.  "What   need   is- 

"  there  to  difcufs  it,  when  every  one  is  agreed  ?  Kings  are  in  the  moral  order  what 
"  monfters  are  in  the  phyfical.— Courts  are  receptacles  of  crimes,  and  the  dens  of  ty- 
"  rants.  The  hiftory  of  kings  is  the  martyrology  of  nations.  When  we  are  all  per- 
"  fedly  fenfible  of  this  truth,  what  need  is  there  for  deliberating  on  it  ?  I  move  that  the 
"  AfTembly  fliall  divide  on  my  motion."— M.  Gregoire's  motion  was  then  put,  and  una- 
nimoufly carried,  in  the  following  form: 

"  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  DECREES    THAT 
"  ROYALTY  IS  ABOLISHED  IN  FRANCE." 

This  decree  was  followed  by  loud  and  long  continued  applaufes,  and  the  exclamation 
of  Vive  la  Nation!  The  Proces-Ferbal  of  this  fitting  was  ordered  to  be  fent  by  exprefTe* 
to  all  the  departments  and  the  armies,  and  to  be  proclaimed  in  the  city  of  Paris. 

This 
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Thus,  after  a  fhort  difcuflion,  which  did  not  even  merit  the  name  of  a  debate,  was  that 
throne  overturned,  which  had  fubfifted  for  fo  many  centuries;  which  had  been  for  ages 
the  glory  and  adoration  of  the  French  nation  ;  the  envy  of  furrounding  ftat.s,  and  whofe 
fplendor,  like  the  meridian  fun,  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  admiring  Granger  ! 


FIRST    YEAR 

O   F 

THE    FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 


September,   1792.]     ON  the  day  fucceeding  the  memorable  decree  for  the  abolition 
the  royal  authority,  of  the  following  decrees  were  palled,  confirming  that  refolution: 

"  1.  That  all  the  public  afts  (hall  be  dated,  "  The  firjl  year  of  the  French  Republic"— 
"  2.  That  the  flate  feal  fliall  be  changed,  and  have  for  legend  "  French  Republic." — 
■*•  3.  That  the  national  feal  fliall  reprefent  a  woman  fitting  on  a  bundle  of  arms,  and  hav- 
"  ing  in'her  hand  a  pike  with  the  cap  of  liberty  upon  it ;  and  on  the  exergue,  "  Archives 
«'  of  the  French  Republic.*' — "  4.  And  that  petitioners  fliall  not  be  admitted  to  the  bar  but 
"  during  the  evening  fittings." 

Every  citizen  was  now  declared  eligible  to  all  vacant  places;  and  even  the  judges  might 
be  elected  from  among  ordinary  tradefmen.  The  diftindYion  eftabliflied  by  ihe  conftU 
tuent  aflembly,  between  affive  and  pajjive  citizens,  was  aboliflied.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fucceeding  fittings,  the  Convention  refolved,  "  That  the  French  republic  no  longer  ac- 
*'  knowledges  princes  ;  that,  therefore,  their  appanages  fliould  be  alfo  fuppreiTed."  The 
word  "  Republic"  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  fubftituted  in  the  oaths  and  other  public  a£b, 
inftead  of  the  word  "Nation."  On  the  twenty  feventh  of  September,  the  penfions 
granted  by  the  conftituent  aflembly  to  the  ejected  clergy  were  ordered  to  ceafe  ;  with  an 
exception  in  favour  of  thofe  above  fifty  years  of  age,  whofe  penfions,  however,  were  not 
to  exceed  one  thoufand  livres  (50I.)  per  annum.  On  this  cccafion,  Manuel  rofe  to 
propofe,  "That  as  royalty  was  abolijhcd,  the  order  of  priejis,  and  all  religious  eflabli/h- 
"  moils.  jl)ould  be  aboli/hed  along  with  it  /"  The'impartiality  of  hiflory  compels  us  to  re- 
cord, that,  to  the  honour  of  the  Convention,  his  propofal  was  heard  with  murmurs,  and 

.rejected  with  the  utmofi  difdain. 
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The  rage  of  republicanifm  was,  at  this  period,  carried  to  an  excefs  of  folly  hitherto 
unexampled.  With  a  frivolity  totally  difgraceful  to  a  nation,  the  innocent  and  indifcri- 
minating  titles  of  Monjicur  and  Madame  were  re'.inqiiifhed,  and  the  awkward  phrafeology 
of  Citizen  fubftituted  in  their  (read.  The  crofles  of  Saint  Louis,  which  had  been  be- 
ftowed  on  the  knights  of  that  order,  were  ordered  to  be  furrendered  to  the  date,  not  as 
patriotic  donations,  but  as  a  reftitution.  The  fudden  diflblution  of  the  judicial  boards 
was  a  more  ferious  meafure,  anJ  appeared  fo  dangerous  and  rafli,  to  all  perfons  in  the 
leaft  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  goverment,  and  accuftomed  to  the  prefervation  of 
order,  that  even  Thomas  Paine,  who  is  eonfidered  as  an  anarchift  in  principle,  depre- 
cated the  hafty  adoption  of  this^decree,  and  intreated  that  the  tribunals  might  be  gradual- 
ly changed,  inftead  of  releafing  the  nation  at  once,  though  for  a  fliort  period,  from  the 
falutary  reftraints  of  law. 

The  conqueft  of  Savoy  held  a  temptation  which  the  convention  was  not  pofTefled  of 
fortitude  to  refift.  Contrrry  toall  their  former  profeffions  of  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind, this  feeble  and  injudicious  aiTembly  annexed  it  to  their  own  government,  and  con- 
verted it  into  an  eighty- fourth  department,  under  the  name  of  Mont  Blanc  ;  thus  by  one 
falfe  flep  they  loft  the  confidence  of  all  Europe,  and  afforded  a  precedent  for  future  decrees, 
which  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  liberty  and  independance  of  France.  The  decree  which 
renounced  conqueft,  and  which  limited  the  operations  of  war  to  the  fimple  principle  of 
felf-defence,  was  worthy  of  an  enlightened  people,  in  an  enlightened  age  ;  and  will  ever  be 
recorded  to  the  honour  of  that  body  which  enadted  fo  juft,  fo  politic  a  law.  The  devia- 
ting from  that  principle  degraded  a  free  people  to  the  level  of  defpotic  ftates,  and  was  at 
once  the  moft  convincive  proof  of  the  weaknefs  or  the  difhonefty  of  the  convention. 
The  incapacity  of  that  body  even  to  conduct  the  common  bufinefs  of  a  nation,  was 
alfo  foon  evinced  by  their  unworthy  and  ingrateful  treatment  of  their  generals  and  com- 
manders. La  Fayette,  it  might  fairly  be  faid,  had  forfeited  their  confidence  by  avowing 
and  adopting  principles  diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe  which  they  thought  proper  to 
Conftitute  as  the  bafis  of  their  new  government.  But  againft  Luckner  there  was  no  fpe- 
cific  charge.  Yet  he  was  denounced  as  an  enemy  to  the  country  ;  the  moft  atrocious 
falftioods  were  afTerted  concerning  him ;  and,  finally,  he  was  difmifled  the  fervice. 

General  Dillon  had  agreed  to  an  armiftice  with  the  prince  of  Hefle,  at  a  crifis  when 
thefe  unqualified  legiflators  (the  greater  part  of  whom  were  totally  ignorant  of  military 
taclics,  and  confequently  incompetent  to  form  any  judgement  on  the  art  of  war;  there- 
fore muft  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  particular  fituation  of  Dillon)  chofe  to  cre- 
dit the  fuggeftion  that  he  might  have  captured  the  major  part  of  the  Heflians  at  the  time 
of  their  retreat :  for  this  was  he  denounced  and  acculed,  though  he  afterwards  had 
fufficient  addrefs  to  procure  a  reverfal  of  the  decree. — We  have  alfo  evinced  the  verfati- 
lity  of  opinion,  and  the  indecifion,  which  difgraced  their  proceedings,  in  the  inftance  of 

4  U  general 
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general  Mnntefquiou,  who  W»«  this  day  cenfured,  the  next  fufpcnded,  and  a  day  or  two 
a'terdifmifled  the  fervice  ;  and  yet  one  fliort  week  fcarcely  elapfes  ere  we  find  \\\\s  judicious 
and  confiflnn  hody  of  legislators  contending  which  was  the  moft  honourable  method  of 
rcfcitiding  their  own  decrees,  and  reftoring  him  to  all  the  honours  of  his  fituation.  Af- 
ter this  is  it  not  aftoniihing  that,  without  any  other  oftcnfible  recfon  than  mere  party 
manoeuvres,  and  after  no  greater  lapfe  of  time  than  ten  or  twelve  days,  we  fhouldfce  this 
fame  Convention  employed  in  a  farther  confederation  of  his  conduct,  fo  far  undoing  all 
their  former  meafures,  as  to  force  him  to  fly  his  country  for  ever,  and  take  refuge  in 
Switzerland,  to  avoid  the  digrace  of  a  public  trial,  and  perhaps  to  fecure  his  life,  which, 
from  the  implacability  of  his  enemies,  would  have  been  greatly  endangered?  The  whole 
of  tiie  proceedings  in  this  Angular  bufinefs,  from  the  commencement  of  the  difcuflion  to 
the  conclufion,  not  occupying  above  feventcen  days  !  In  fhort,  fuch  was  the  abfurdity  of 
their  conduct,  that  they  fcarcely  left  the  Republic  a  general  capable  of  commanding  its 
armies, or  an  officer  in  whom  they  could  place  confidence.  Great  care  is  undoubtedly  ne- 
ceflary  in  inverting  an  individual  with  the  command  in  chief;  but  when  it  is  entrufted 
to  him,  a  confiderable  ihare  of  confidence  fhould  always  accompany  it.  No  man  of  cha- 
racter and  abilities  in  his  profeflion  will  rifk  his  life,  happinefs,  and  reputation,  without 
the  profpedf,  of  a  competent  reward  :  and  if,  after  the  mod:  meritorious  fervices,  a  mili- 
tary character  has  nothing  to  look  forward  to  but  ingratitude  and  detraction,  his  conduct 
muft,  foon  take  an  oppofite  direction  to  that  of  patriotifm  ;  felf-prefervation  and  private 
emolument  will  then  be  the  principal  objects  of  his  attention,  and  he  will  rather  endea- 
vour to  fecure  a  comfortable  retreat,  than  expofe  himfelf  in  a  conteft.  where  every  thing 
may  be  loft,  and  nothing  can  poffibly  be  gained. 

Scarce  had  the  Convention  aftembled,  and  commenced  their  operations,  when  the 
demon  of  difcord  feems  to  have  made  fome  fuccefsful  attempts  in  fowing  the  feeds  of  dif- 
fention  ;  the  fruits  of  which  fpeedily  made  their  appearance  in  that  mutual  jealoufy  and 
difti  uft  of  each  other,  fo  natural  to  perfons  of  their  characters  and  difpofitions.  On  the 
twenty-fixth  of  September,  only  five  days  from  their  firft  meeting,  on  a  motion  for  1 
guard  to  protect  the  perfons  of  the  deputies,  a  member  denounced  Robefpierre — and  irj. 
which  charge  Marat  was  likewife  implicated — of  wilhing  to  aflume  to  himfelf  indepen- 
dent authority,  and  afpiring  at  the  dictatorfhip  s6j  and,  at  the  fame  time,  and  apparently 

not 

s6  Upon  a  propofal  made  by  M.  Merlin,  for  allotting  a  guard  to  the  National  Convention  from  the  eighty- 
three  departments,  a  long  debate  arofe.  M.  Merlin  faid,  that  a  dictatorial  party  had  been  denounced  to  him  in  the 
AlTembly  ;  he  demanded   to  have   this  party  pointed  out,  that  he  might  foniaid  the  firft  man  who  fhould  arrogate  to 

himfelf  (he  power  of  a  dictator. M.  Lafource  made  a  very  able  reply.    He  had  not  fpoken  of  a  dictator,  or  a 

di&atorfhip ;  but  he  had  alluded  to  a  dictatorial  power,  which  fome  men  of  intrigue  and  ambition  might  aim  at. 
At  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  he  referred  to  the  authors  of  the  late  diforders  ;  and  one  or  two  members  mention- 
ed M.  Robefpierre  — — M.  Robefpierre  rofe  to  defend  himfelf,  and  proceeded  for  fome  time,  without  appearing  to 
fpeak.  to  the  real  accufation.    Several  members  called  upon  him  to  fpeak  plainly,  and  Lecointre  faid,  "  Robef- 

"  pierre, 


tygi,"]  THE     FRENCH      REPUBLIC.  643 

not  upon  the  worft  grounds,  with  heing,  indire&ly  at  Ieafi,  concerned  in  the  horrid 
maffacres  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September.  In  the  courfe  of  this  brief  difcuffion 
much  of  that  fanguinary  temper  which  has  difgraced  feveral  of  the  members  of  that 
body,  made  its  appearance.  It  fhould,  however,  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  the 
Convention,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  fa£ls  relative  to  the 
mafTacres  ;  but  unfortunately  the  predominant  influence  of  the  Parifian  mob  deterred 
them  from  profecuting  the  enquiry  as  far  as  juilice  demanded. 

Danton  having  refigned  the  office  of  minifler  of  juftice,  on  being  elected  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  Roland  requefted  a  fimilar  permiffion,  but  he  retained  his  office  for  a 
fhort  time  longer,  at  the  particular  requeft  of  the  Convention.  The  ftatement  of  the 
finances  by  the  minifler,  Claviere,  was  clear  and  able.  He  recommended  ceconomy  in 
the  various  departments  ;  and,  with  an  honourable  attention  to  the  morals  of  the  people, 
reprobated  lotteries.  The  war  miniiter,  Servan,  next  refigned,  and  was  fucceeded 
by   Pache. 

It  would  only  be  a  wafte  of  time,  to  detail  debates  which  were  productive  of  no  per- 
manent effect,  or  to  regifter  decrees  too  infignifkant  to  be  remembered.  Thofe  which 
were  e nailed  againitthe  emigrants  are  the  mod  important.  On  the  ninth  of  October  it 
was  decreed,  "  That  all  emigrants,  taken  in  arms,  fhould  be  put  to  death  within  four-and*- 
**  twentyhours  afterthey  had  been  declared  guilty  by  a  military  committee  ;  and  that  all  fo- 
"  reigners  who,  fince  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1789,  had  quitted  the  fervice  of  France, 
"  and  entered  into  that  of  the  enemy,  fhould  be  confidered  as  armed  emigrants."  The  feve- 
rity  of  this,  decree  was,  however,  far  exceeded  by  that  of  thetwelfth  of  November,  which 
extended  the  penalties  of  death  to  what  they  termed  reputed  emigrants,  or  thofe  not  im- 
mediately engaged  in  hoftilities.  By  a  further  decree  of  the  twenty-feventh,  thofe  un- 
fortunate men,  who  had  returned  in  the  hope  of  finding  pardon  and  relief  in  the  bofonv 
of  their  country,  were  ordered  to  depart  in  four-and-tvventy  hours,  and  the  penalty  of  death 
was  awarded  againfl  fuch  as  fhould  not  obey  within  the  given  time.  Whatever  apologies 
maybe  urged  for  the  peculiar  and  critical  fituationof  France,  infavourof  thefe  decrees,  they 


"  pierre,  do  not  tell  us  what  you  did  in  the  constituent  affembly,  but  fay  plainly  whether  you  have  afpired  to  a  dic- 
"  tatorfhip,  or  a  triumvirate  ?" 

Marat,  alfo,  was  accufed  of  writings,  tending  to  excite  the  people  to  affafiination.  He,  with  difficulty,  (for  the 
Affembly  were  unwilling  to  hear  it)  read  a  long  defence  of  himfelf.  At  length  the  order  of  the  day  was  called  for, 
and  carried.  In  the  courfe  of  his  defence,  Marat  faid,  "  If  you  enquire  concerning  my  heart,  I  can  anfwer  with 
**  truth,  that  it  is  pure ;  but  as  to  my  thoughts,  they  are  my  own  ;  no  power  under  heaven  has  a  right  to  demand 
"  an  account  of  them.  I  declare,  that  if  the  decree  is  carried  againft  me,  I  fhall  here  blow  my  brains  out  "  As 
he  pronounced  thefe  words  be  Seiu  a  fiftol  from  bis  f octet  :  the  ffgh*.  of  the  weapon,  and  the  exprefiive  geftures- 
of  M.  Marat,  agitated  the  Convention  confiderably  ;  but  the  moderate  part  of  the  Affembly  called  for  the  order 

Of  the  day.— Proces-Vetbal. 

Will 
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will  fcarcely  be  fuch  as  completely  to  fatisfy  the  friends  of  freedom.  It  is  neceflary  to 
notice  another  decree,  as  it  has  excited  mote  attention  than  almoft  any  other  proceeding 
of  the  Convention,  and  h.is,  perhaps,  made  them  more  enemies  in  foreign  countries  than 
,mv  meafure  which  could  have  Seen  adopted.  The  decree  of  fraternity  of  the  nineteenth 
of  November  is  that  to  which  we  allude.  The  circumftance  in  which  this  imprudent  re- 
folution  originated,  was  an  infurrection  in  the 'bailiwick  of  Darmftadt,  in  the  territories  of 
the  duke  of  Deux  Ponts,  who  was  then  at  war  with  the  French  nation.  The  people, 
headed  by  the  magiltrates  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  district,  had  declared  their 
wifhes  to  be  united  to  the  republic,  and  had  folicited  her  protection  againft  their  former 
mailer.  To  have  acceeded  to  this  tequeft,  would  have  been  ailing  in  fome  meafure 
agreeably  to  the  practice  ot  nations;  but,  with  their  ufual  enthuftafm,  without  debate, 
without  deliberation,  the  Convention  patted  a  decree  in  the  following  terms:  "  The 
"  National  Convention  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  that  they  will  (rant 
*«  fraternity  and  affiftance  to  ail  thofe  people  who  wijh  to  procure  liberty;  and  they  charge 
"  the  executive  power  to  fend  orders  to  the  generals,  to  give  affiftance  to  fuch  people  as 
"  have  fufFered,  or  are  now  fuffering,  in  the  caufe  of  liberty."  The  attempts  fince  made 
by  the  Convention  to  palliate  or  excufe  this  decree,  have  appeared,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
ablurd  than  the  decree  itfelf ;  and  only  tend  to  fhew  that  the  Convention  were  in 
reality  alhamed  of  their  own  act,  and  wanted  fpirit  to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  dif- 
ficulty by  a  direct  repeal. 

Notwithstanding  the  difTolution  of  all  regular  government  fince  the  tenth  of  Auguit, 
the  country  was  in  general  more  tranquil  than  could  be  expected  in  fuch  a  feafon  of 
anarchy.  Happily  the  greateft  atrocities  were  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the  metropo- 
lis; we  cannot,  however,  omit  mentioning,  that  in  many  inftances  the  foldiery  conduct- 
ed themfelves  in  a  diforderly  and  ferocious  manner.  On  the  ninth  of  October  the  firft 
divifion  of  the  national  Gendarmerie  arrived  at  Cambrav  ;  and  (carcely  had  they  entered 
that  town  before  they  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  prifons,  and  liberated  all  who  were  con- 
fined, except  one  poor  wretch,  named  Canone  d'Hercique,  who  was  charged  with  a  rob- 
bery ;  the  fecond  divifion,  who  arrived  on  the  tenth,  finding  him  only,  and  underfiand- 
ing  the  nature  of  his  crime,  beheaded  him.  The  officers  of  the  fecond  battalion  of  vo- 
lunteers, who  were  ingarrifon  in  the  citadel,  caufed  the  gates  to  be  fhut,  to  prevent  a  com- 
munication with  the  foldiers  of  the  Gendarmerie;  but  Befambre,  the  fecond  lieutenant, 
who  was  one  of  the  moft  active  in  endeavouring  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty,  fell  a 
victim  to  their  fury.  A  tale  was  invented  by  his  own  foldiers,  and  told  to  the  Gendar- 
merie, who  feized  him  and  dragged  him  along  the  efplanade,  where,  after  (tabbing  him  in 
feveral  places,  they  cut  off  his  head.  Captain  Le  Gros,  of  the  lixth  fquadron  of  cavalry, 
likewife  fhared  the  fame  fate,  and  for  a  fimilar  offence.  A  general  infurrection  imme- 
diately fucceeded,  nor  was  it  quelled  without  the  molt  ftrenuous  exertions,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  even  the  mayor  incurred  the  molt  imminent  perfonal  danger. 

On 
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We  now  turn  from  the  confideration  of  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  metropolis,  ta 
take  a  flight  view  of  the  military  operations  of  Dumourier,  On  the  twelfth  of  0£>o- 
ber,  that  general  repaired  to  Paris,  to  concert  meafures  to  be  purfued  in  the  winter 
campaign  ;  and  after  remaining  there  only  four  days,  returned  to  the  army  to  make  the 
neceffary  arrangements,  and  to  prepare  for  entering  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  From 
the  period  when  the  fiege  of  Lille  was  raifed,  the  Auftrians  had  continued  to  retire  he- 
fore  the  French.  Having  arrived,  however,  within  their  own  territories,  they  deter- 
mined to  make  a  ferious  Hand,  and  they  there  began  to  collect  their  fcattered  forces.  The 
firft  refiftance  which  Dumourier  experienced,  was  at  the  village  of  BofTu,  which  is  fili- 
ated about  a  league  from  the  fince  celebrated  poft  of  Jemappe.  At  this  place  the  enemy 
had  taken  an  excellent  pofition  ;  but  they  were  totally  unable  to  withftand  the  French 
artillery,  and  the  ardour  of  the  cavalry.  The  fcice  of  the  Auftrians  was  from  eight  to 
ten  thoufand  ;  of  which  number  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  killed,  and  near  two  hun- 
dred taken  prifoners  :  while  the  French  lofs  was  only  twenty.  This  action  took  place 
on  the  fourth  of  November  ;  and  lb  little  did  the  Auftrians  expect  an  attack,  at  that  time, 
that  the  officers  had  prepared  a  very  fplendid  banquet,  which  the  French  arrived  jufl  in 
time  to  take  poffeffion  of. 

From  BofTu  Dumourier  proceeded,  the  next  morning,  towards  Mons,  where  he  came 
in  fight  of  the  enemy,  ftrongly  ported  on  the  heights  of  Jemappe.  Their  right  wing 
was  covered  by  the  village  of  Jemappe,  and  the  river;  and  their  left  by  thick  forefts. 
Three  rows  of  fortifications  were  eredted  one  above  another,  like  feats  in  an  amphi- 
theatre, on  which  were  mounted  near  one.  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  Had  the  general 
therefore  trufted  entirely  to  his  artillery  in  this  engagement,  the  advantage  of  the  fitua- 
tion  was  fo  infinitely  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  that  a  defeat  muft  probably  have  been  the 
confequence.  The  French  army,  which  was  principally  compofed  of  yo,ung  men,  had 
been  long  ambitious  of  a  clofe  engagement.  The  general  perceived  this  difpofition, 
and  though  he  fecretly  favoured  their  wiflies,  yet  he  reftrained  their  ardour,  only 
with  a  view  of  encreafing  it.  The  French  having  parted  all  that  night  in  fight  of 
the  enemy,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fixth  a  very  heavy  cannonade  com- 
menced on  both  fides,  and  continued  till  ten,  without  producing  any  effect  in  favour  of 
the  French:  which  confirmed  Dumourier  in  his  opinion  with  refpectto  the  mode  of  at- 
tack which  it  would  be  proper  to  purfue.  As  he  rode  along  the  lines,  the  troops  terti- 
fied  the  utmoft  impatience  to  charge  the  enemy  with  bayonets.  The  general  contented 
himfelf,  however,  with  ordering  colonel  Thevenot,  adjutant-general,  to  attack  the  village 
of  Carignon,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  artail  Jemappe  on  that  fide;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  by  bringing  his  artillery  nearer,  to  produce  greater  effect. 

At  noon  a  clofe  attack  was  determined  on.  The  French  troops  feledted  for  this  pur- 
pofe  amounted  to  near  thirty  thoufand,  and  the  Auftrians  are  computed  to  have  been 
about   four-and-twenty  thoufand,   three  thoufand  of  which  were  cavalry.     The  right 
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wing  of  the  French,  confifting  of  the  van-guard,  was  commanded  by  Bournonville  and 
Dampierre;  and  the  center  by  Egalite  junior,  Defporets,  Stctcnboffe,  and  Drouet.  The 
infantry  aimoft  inftnntaneoufly  formed,  and  the  general  prefenting  himfelf  in  the  front 
of  the  line,  the  mufic,  by  a  fignal  previoufly  appointed,  began  to  play  the  celebrated 
Maifeillois  fong.  The  foldiers,  thus  encouraged,  ruined  impetuoufly  on,  with  fhouts 
of  "  Vive  la  Nation  /"  and  joined  in  the  chorus  of  their  favourite  tune.  The  firft  line 
of  redoubts  was  inftantly  carried.  The  Auftrian  cavalry,  however,  advancing  at  this 
crifis,  with  a  view  of  flanking  the  French,  young  Egalite  was  difpatched  to  repel  this. at- 
tack, and  was  fupported  moll  opportunely  by  a  detachment  of  chafTeurs  and  huflars.  At 
this  time  fome  diforder  appearing  in  JBoumonville's  cavalry,  Dumourier  rallied  them 
himfelf;  while  the  left  wing,  which  confuted  chiefly  of  the  Belgian  volunteers,  obtained 
poffeflion  of  Jemappe,  and  the  centre  carried  the  fecond  line  of  redoubts.  After  fome 
refinance  on  the  heights,  the  enemy,  about  two  o'clock,  retreated  with  precipitation  and 
diforder  towards  Mons.  In  this  engagement  the  moft  obftinate  refiftance  the  French  ex- 
perienced was  from  the  Hungarians,  whofe  ranks  were  lb  impenetrable  that  they  could 
only  be  forced  by  being  cut  down.  The  lofs  of  both  parties  in  this  action  muft  have 
been  great,  for  feldom  has  there  been  a  field  more  obftinately  contefted  ;  the  Auftrian  lofs 
muft  have  far  exceeded  that  of  the  French,  as  the  flying  enemy  always  fufFer  moft  confi- 
derably  ;  but  Dumourier  probably  exaggerated  the  lofs,  when  he  ftated  it  at  four  thou- 
fand,  killed  and  wounded  ;  while  he  eftimates  his  own  at  only  nine  hundred:  had  he 
brought  the  lofs  on  both  fides  more  on  an  equality,  it  had,  perhaps,  been  nearer  the  fact. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  could  not  fail  to  give  the  Auftrians  a  refpectable  opinion  of 
French  valour.  Several  fignal  ads  of  courage  were  performed.  The  young  general 
Egalite  acquired  great  reputation  ;  and  fuch  was.  the  enthufiafm  of  all  ranks,  that  Bap- 
tifte,  Dumourier's  valet-de-chambre,  rallied  and  brought  up  to  tlie  charge  a  regiment  of 
dragoons  and  two  battalions  of  national  guards,  who  had  been  repulfed  ;  and  was  the  firft 
who  rufhed,  fword  in  hand,  into  the  Auftrian  entrenchments57.  The  victory  of  Je- 
mappe was  decifive  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Netherlands.  Dumourier  inftantly  fummoned 
the  city  of  Mons,  which  furrendered  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  and  was  taken  pofTef- 
fion  of  by  general  Bournonville.  From  Mons  the  general  proceeded  to  BrufTels,  which 
place  he  entered  on  the  fourteenth  of  November.  On  the  heights  of  Anderlecht,  adja^ 
cent  to  the  city,  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  amounting  to  about  ten  thoufand,  commanded  by 
prince  de  Wirtemberg,   affected  to  make  a  ftand,  but  probably  only  with  a  view  of  fa- 


5  7  Baptifte,  Dumourier's  valet,  having  received  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  the  general,  attended  colonel 
La  Rue  to  Paris,  with  difparches,  containing  an  account  of  this  fignal  victory,  and  was  by  him  introduced  to  the  bar 
of  the  Convention,  where  he  was  received  with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  introduced  into  the  body  of  the  hall,  and 
received  the  fraternal  embrace  from  the  prefident.  Being  aflced  what  reward  would  be  acceptable  to  him,  he  only 
requefted  he  might  in  future  be  permitted  to  wear  the  national  uniform  :  a  complete  fait  was  inftantly  voted  him  ; 
and  Dumourier  received  inftrudlions  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  promoting  him  to  fome  rank  in  the  army. 

vouring 
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vouring  the  retreat  of  the  governors  and  civil  authorities  from  BrufTels.  After  a  conteft, 
which  lafted  near  fix  hours,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  French  general  aflerts,  an  irn- 
menfe  number  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  the  Aufrrians'  followed  the  main  army,  and 
Dumourier  entered  Bru/Tels  in  triumph.  The  moderation  and  wifdom  of  that  general 
were  equal  in  every  refpedt  to  his  military  abilities.  He  immediately  informed  the  citi- 
zens that  it  was  his  intention  carefully  to  avoid  all  inte-ference  with  the  internal  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  A  provifional  legiflative  affembly  was  chofen,  among  whom 
were  the  due  d'Urfel,  baron  Walkiers,  and  other  diftinguifhed  patriots.  Happy  had  it 
been  for  France,  as  well  as  for  the  Netherlands,  if  the  fame  fyftern  of  moderation  had 
continued  to  prevail.  It  is  a  Angular  fact,  that  Dumourier,  in  the  courfe  of  his  xrorre- 
fpondence  with  the  French  minifters,  had  pofitively  declared — though  that  declaration 
muft  favour  very  ftrongly  of  bombalt — that  he  would  be  in  pofleffion  of  BrufTels  in 
time  to  fpend  his  Chriftmas  at  that  place.  This  affertion  was  really  founded  on  an' ac- 
tual knowledge  of- the  ftate  of  the  enemy,  though  it  was  at  the  time  regarded  as  an  ex- 
travagant boaft  ;  but  how  much  were,  they  furprized  to  find  that  he  had  anticipated  the 
performance  of  his  engagement  by  five  weeks  ! 

While  the  arms  of  the  republic,  under  the  direction  of  Dumourier,  were  thus  occu- 
pied, Tournay,  Ghent,  Malines,  and  Antwerp,  opened  their  gates  to  general  Labour- 
donnaye,  Louvain  and  Namur,  after  a  feeble  refiftance  by  the  Auftrian  general,  Beau- 
lieu,  were  taken  by  general  Valence;  Oftend  was  captured  by  the  French  fleet  on  the 
fifteenth  of  November;  the  citadels  of  Antwerp  and  Namur  refilled  for  a  fhort  time, 
but  the  former  capitulated,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  to  general  Miranda,  and 
the  latter,  on  the  fecond  of  December,  to  general  Valence  :  in  a  word,  the  whole  of  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands, Luxembourg  only  excepted,  were  fubjecled  to  the  vi&orious  arms 
of  France  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  November,  general  Dumourier  received  a  flag  of  truce  from  the 
prince  de  Saxe  Tefchen,  conveying  a  propofal,  on  the  part  of  general  Clairfait,  for  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  during  the  remainder  of  the  winter  feafon.  To  have  acceded  to  this  pro- 
pofal, and  to  have  dilbanded  a  part  of  the  army,  and  put  the  reft  into  winter  quarters, 
would  have  been  wife  conduft  in  the  French,  and  was  that  which  there  is  reafonto  think 
the  inclinations  of  the  general  would  have  led  him  to  purfue.  He  however  returned  a 
verbal  anfwer    "That  he  could  only  fend  general   Clairfait'.  letter  to  the  executive 

council  of  the  republic,  and  in  the  mean  time  fhould  continue  the  operations  of  the 
"  campaign. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  determination  of  the  executive  council  was  in  favour  of  a 
winter  campaign  the  aclive  genius  of  Dumourier  loft  no  time  in  following  up  his  fuc- 
cefles,  and  purfued  the  flying  enemy  into  the  territory  of  Liege.  On  the  twenty-firft  f 
November  be  proceeded,  with  an  advanced  guard  of  five  thoafand  men,  to  Tirlemo„t, 
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where  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  was  encamped  behind  the  city,  with  an  advanced 
guard  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  on  the  heights  of  Cumptich.  He  attacked,  with 
his  almoft  irrefiftible  artillery,  this  advanced  guard,  which  was  reinforced  by  five  thou- 
fand men,  who  had  remained  totally  inactive.  At  break  of  day  on  the  twenty-fecond 
the  whole  of  the  Auftnan  army  decamped  from  Tirlemont,  after  having  loft  in  this  ac- 
tion not  lefs  than  four  hundred  of  their  beft  troops.  Dumourier  halted  only  one  day  at 
Tirlemont,  and  on  the  twenty-feventh  overtook  again,  almoft  at  the  gates  of  Liege,  the 
rear-guard  of  the  Imperialists,  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  commanded  by 
general  Stiray.  The  French  drove  them  fucceffively  from  fix  villages,  and  at  laft  from 
an  entrenchment.  This  conflict  laited  ten  hours,  in  which  the  Auftrians  loft  their  gene- 
ral, Staray,  an  immenfe  train  of  artillery,  and  five  or  fix  hundred  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed, befides  a  number  of  priloners  and  deferters.  On  the  following  day  the  French  gene- 
ral entered  Liege. 

Such  was  the  triumphant  career  of  this  extraordinary  man,  a  career  which,  as  he  af- 
ferts,  was  only  arrefted  by  the  treachery  of  the  Jacobin  party  in  Paris.  His  firft  vi£lo-. 
ties,  he  obferves,  were  fcarcely  announced,  before  he  was  publicly  flandered  and  abufed  in 
the  Convention,  by  the  unprincipled  faction  of  Marat  and  Robefpierre.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  party,  he  fuppofes  the  war  minifter,  Pache,  to  have  ailed  ;  and  every  cri- 
minal means,  he  afferts,  were  pradtifed  to  diftrefs  and  harafs  the  gallant  foldiers  of  liberty. 
While  immenfe  fums  were  voted  by  the  Convention,  the  army  was  nearly  deftitute  of  every 
neceffary  of  life.  Unprovided  with  mattraffes  or  coverlets,  or  even  of  ftraw  to  repofeon,  thefe 
brave  men,  in  a  rainy  andinclementwinter,  were  compelled  to  ileepupon  the  damp  ground  ; 
and  fome  of  them,  to  avoid  the  evils  which  muft  be  confequent  from  fuch  a  fituation, 
actually  lafhed  themfelves  to  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  flept  in  a  (landing  pofition.  The 
foldiers  were  almoft  literally  naked,  without  coats,  without  fhoes,  and  their  arms 
much  impaired  for  want  of  cloaks  to  cover  them,  and  keep  them  dry.  The  confequence 
was,  that  numbers  of  them  perifhed,  .and  ftill  greater  numbers  deferted,  and  returned 
home.  The  general's  own  words  are  ftrong — "  To  retard  and  crufh  my  fucceffes," — 
fays  he — "  the  minifter,  Pache,  fupported  by  the  criminal  faction  to  whom  all  our  evils 
'*  are  to  be  afcribed,  fuffered  the  victorious  army  to  want  every  thing,  and  fucceeded  in 
«•  difbanding  it  by  famine  and  nakednefs.  The  confequence  was,  that  more  than  fif- 
"  teen  thoufand  men  were  in  the  hofpitals,  more  than  five-and-twenty  thoufand  de- 
"  ferted  through  mifery  and  difguft,  and  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  horfes  died  of  hun- 
«  ger!" 

If  this  ftatement  be  correct,  the  fubfequent  misfortunes  and  overthrow  of  the  French 
army  in  Flanders  may  be  eafily  accounted    for.     The  other  party,  however,  have  not 
failed  to  recriminate  on  the  general,  and  have  afferted  that  he  was  bribed  to  betray  the. 
caufe  of  the  republic— That  he  entered  into  fecret  and  criminal  treaties  with  the  king 
of  Pruflia,  in  an  early  ftage  of  the  conteft,  and  folely  with  a  view  to  his  own  advantage. 

He 
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He  made  a  wanton  facrifice,  it  is  faid,  of  his  own  foldiers  at  Jemappe,  by  his  injudicious 
difpofition  of  the  army  on  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  and  afterwards  took  every 
means  to  enrich  hhnfelf,  and  injure  the  public  caufe,  Of  thefe  mutual  recriminations  it 
is  impoffible  for  us  at  prefent  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  we  can  only  ftate,  from' the 
teftimony  of  eye-witneffes,  that  the  army  was  moft  fhamefully  neglected  during  the 
whole  of  the  winter  campaign  ;  and  was  certainly,  as  Dumourier  afferts,  in  want  of 
every  neceffary. 

4 
Though  criminally  inattentive  to  the  armies  of  the  republic,  the  infatuated  conven- 
tion was  amufing  itfelf  with  a  petty  and  ignoble  triumph  ovei  their  fallen  fover^ign  ; 
and,  inftead  of  uniting  with  patriotifm  and  firmnefs  againft  that  combination  of  ene- 
mies witii  whom  they  were  now  furrounded,  they  were  only  active,  to  difpute,  and  per- 
fevering  to  opprefs.  To  comprehend  diftinctly  the  origin  of  the  violent  proceedings 
againft  the  depofed  monarch,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  revert  to  the  ftate  of  parties  in 
France  at  a  period  anterior  to  that  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  It  will  not  be  for- 
gotten that  from  the  firft  aifembling  of  the  National  Convention,  that  opdy  appeared  di- 
vided by  faction,  and  two  virulent  parties  contended  earneiily  for  fovereign  authority. 
The  party  which  firft  affumed  the  reins  of  government  after  the  depofition  of  the  king, 
affected  a  tone  of  moderation  ;  and,  either  from  policy,  principle, or  engagement,  intend- 
ed, or  at  leaft  aflerted  that  thev  wifhed,  to  fave  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  monarch. 
The  multitude,  on  the  other  hand,  always  fanguinary,  but  particularly  the  French  populace, 
as  has  been  evinced  in  fo  many  fatal  inftancts,  either  from  an  hafty  or  violent  fpirit,  or 
from  the  influence  of  thofe  habits  which  were  acquired  under  the  old  government, 
acted  on  this  occafion  with  more  than  ufual  ferocity.  Many  circumftances  contri- 
buted to  exafperate  this  infatuated  people  againft  the  unhappy  king.  The  infatiate  re- 
venge of  thofe  who  had  loft  near  connections  or  friends  on  the  fatal  tenth  of  Auguft, 
was  not  yet  fatisfied;  and  a  considerable  fhare  of  the  guilt  of  that  day  was  unjuftly 
thrown  upon  a  fingle  illuftrious  victim.  Thefe  paffions  were  induftrioufly  cherifhed  by 
the  great  movers  of  faction  and  fedition,  who  had  acquired  a  decided  majority  in  the  Ja- 
cobin club,  and  who  governed  the  nation,  while  everv  thing  confpired  to  the  promo- 
tion of  their  views.  The  Girondifts,  or  moderate  party,  were  reduced  to  a  fingular  di- 
lemma. If  the  king  was  innocent,  then  they,  who  were  the  chief  authors  and  actors  in 
the  dreadful  affair  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  muft  appear  guilty  of  the  worft  of  treafons  ;. 
but,  if  not  innocent,  faid  they,  why  fhould  he  efcape  the  reward  of  his  delinquency? 

The  rage  of  faction  had  arifen  to  an  alarming  excefs  in  the  Convention  itfelf.  The 
Mountain  party,  or  anarchifts,  as  they  were  called,  were  charged,  in  the  perfons  of 
Robelpierre  s8    and  Marat,  with  the  horrid  maflacres  of  the  third  of  September,  while 

the 

5*  Having  had  occafion,  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  work,  to  mention  this  humane  deputy,  and'his  name  ftill  con-- 
tinuing  to  fully  the  purity  of  the  hiftoiicpage;  we  hope  we  may  be  excafed  for  obtruding  the  following  brief 
account  of  him : 

This 
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the  Girondifts  had  repeatedly  demanded  a  fevere  examination  into  the  origin  of  thofe 
atrocious  tranfacYions.  The  intention  of  the  Girondifts  in  favour  of  the  king  were  not 
unknown  to  their  opponents,  who  were  likewife  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  public 
fentiments  upon  that  fubjecl ;  therefore  the  only  means  that  appeared  of  effecting  the 
tleftruction  of  their  rivals,  was  to  clamour  inceffantly  for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
the  unfortunate  monarch,  as  it  was  evident  that  in  either  event  they  muft  be  finally  tri- 


This  fanguinary  wretch  was  born  at  Arras,  the  capital  of  Artnis.  He  never  derogated  from  the  blood-thirfty 
honours  of  his  family,  being  nephew  to  Damien,  who  was  broken  on  the  wheel,  January  the  fifth,  1757,  for 
attempting  the  affaflination  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth.  His  fituation,  fome  years  ago,  was  that  of  porter  in  a  fhop 
in  Dublin.  Returning  to  France,  he  embraced  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  which  he  practifed  in  Paris,  with  refpec- 
tability  equal  to  a  pettifogger  in  England.  His  verfatile  genius,  defperate  ambition,  and  unprincipled  nature,  direct- 
ed his  practice  to  enormities,  which  filled  his  purfe,  and  increafed  his  infamy.  In  this  profefiion,  he  took,  the  ad- 
antage  of  fubftituting  his  own  name,  inftead  of  that  of  a  legatee,  in  a  will.  For  this  mal-practice  he  was  impri- 
soned. In  this  fituation  he  is  faid  to  have  commenced  his  firft  acquaintance  with  his  congenial  friend  Marat. 
Plaufible  and  infinuating  in  his  difcourfe,  he  had  the  greateft  powers  for  popular  delufion.  With  a  voice  gentle, 
words  felected,  and  arguments  accompanied  with  afieverations,  that  feemed  dictated  by  the  pureft  principles,  he 
/educed  the  multitude  into  a  confident  opinion  of  his  integrity  and  patriotifm. 

His  firm  flap  and  quick  pace  announced  great  a6tivity  and  energy  of  temper.  Abforbed  in  his  boundlefs  plans, 
he  frequently  folded  and  comprelTed  his  hands,  as  though  loft  in  thought.  Being  fubject  to  fpafms  in  his  (houlders 
and  neck,  the  latter  was  generally  in  a  ftate  of  convulfive  motion,  more  efpecially  when  he  was  agitated  with  much 
fvirprize,  anxiety,  or  .oppofition.  He  was  temperate  in  his  diet,  and  feldom  intoxicated  by  the  fecial  glafs  of  do- 
roeftic  entertainment,  or  convivial  feftivity.  If  a  motion  was  made,  difpleafing  to  him,  his  vindictive  temper  in- 
ftantly  directed  his  eyes  to  obferve  the  offender,  whom  he  always  ftrove  to  intimid-  te  by  his  menacing  afpect. 

Livid  in  complexion,  puny  in  body,  and  haggard  in  countenance,  many  have  been  furprized  that  he  fhould  be 
capable  of  fafcinating  a  people,  fo  far  as  to  enable  him  to  become  the  inftrument  of  their  own  deftruction.  His 
cruel,  vindictive,  and  rapacious  afpect,  difgufted  the  fight,  at  the  fame  time  that  his  affedted  patriotifm  extorted  ap- 
planfe.  The  energy  of  words  fupplied  the  deficiency  of  voice,  which  was  naturally  weak,  and  er.fe«bled  with 
difeafe.  His  eye-lids  were  affected  with  a  conftant  twinkling  motion,  and  he  always  carried  about  him  medicines 
for  temporary  relief.  Poffefiing  few  paflions  which  he  could  not  controul,  he  was  always  fufticiently  collected  to 
take  advantage  of  thofe  of  others  ;  except  when  hope  left  him  no  profpect  of  fuccefs  but  from  defperation.  It  was 
his  aim  to  deceive  all,  and  avoid  deception  himfelf.  His  friendfhip  always  tended  to  direct  the  acts  of  others 
to  his  own  advantage  ;  and  his  enmity  was  more  excited  againft  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  great  obligations,  than  to 
his  real  and  avowed  opponents.  Thofe  who  could  no  longer  ferve  him,  foon  fell  the  victims  of  his  ingratitude  and 
■difappointment.  Thofe  whom  he  dreaded,  he  attempted  to  delude  into  a  confidence  of  his  virtue ;  but  his  moft 
open  and  inveterate  foes  have  efcaped  his  vengeance,  by  his  not  daring  to  lead  them  to  facrifice.  Though  he  coalef- 
ced  with  every  one  who  could  aid  his  defigns,  and  vvhofe  confidence  he  could  obtain,  yet  he  retained  more  in  his 
intereft  by  fear  than  friendfhip.  His  moft  intimate  aiTociates  were  the  moft  jealous  of  his  principles.  He  owed  his 
rife  more  to  the  error  of  popular  opinion,  than  to  any  brilliancy  of  talent.  His  ambition  began  to  pourtray  itfelf, 
when  he,  in  1784,  exprefled  a  defue  to  become  procureur-general  to  the  parliament  of  Paris,  that  he  might  ex- 
cite public  attention.  In  this  fituation,  he  perceived  the  means  of  gratifying  his  infatiate  thirft  of  fame,  and  with 
.this  motive  he  appears  to  have  firft  entered  the  Convention.  Unaffuming  in  fuccefs,  fimple  in  manners,  negligent 
in  drefs,  and  moderate  in  his  living,  he  appealed  incorruptible  to  the  people.  Whatever  he  determined  to  perpe- 
trate, his  pretence  was  founded  on  fome  plea  of  necefiity,  arifing  from  a  violence  he  would  oppofe,  or  an  injury  he 
would  ■avert.  A  ftranger  to  humanity,  he  never  pardoned  ;  but  always  punifhed  without  remorfe.  His  ferocity 
and  fanguinary  difpofit:on  rendered  him  capable  of  every  facial  outrage. — Such  is  the  outline  of  the  character  of 
.  lene^afit  inftrucnent  ia  the  hands  of  Egalite.. 

«rnphant 
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umphant:  if  the  king  /hould  be  acquitted,  the  charge  of  inconfiftency  muft  inevitably 
fall  upon  thofe  who  operated  the  change  in  the  government ;  if  he  fhould  be  condemn- 
ed, the  views  and  the  engagements  of  the  Girondifts  muft  be  fruftrated. 

Such  were,  in  all  probability,  the  motives  and  intentions  of  Robefpierre,  Marat,  Dan- 
ton,  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Mountain  party,  in  hurrying  on  the  fate  of  the  de- 
voted Louis  with  unabating  ferocity.  In  the  beginning  of  October,  the  clamours  of 
Marat,  Merlin,  and  other  incendiaries,  plunged  the  Convention  into  a  feries  of  decrees, 
viz.  one  for  the  fale  of  the  royal  property,  for  the  ufe  of  the  nation^  one  for  removing 
all  royal  infignia  ;  one  for  erafing  his  majefty's  picture  from  the  aflignats;  and  various 
others,  the  refute  of  which  muft  prove  fatal  to  the  king.  An  extraordinary  commiffion  was 
appointed,  confifting  of  twenty- four  members,  who  were  authorized  to  examine  and  ar- 
range the  body  of  evidence  againft  him.  Louis  was  feparated  from  his  family,  and  the 
whole  of  the  unhappy  prifoners  in  the  Temple  were  guarded  with  redoubled  vigilance. 
A  committee  was  likewife  appointed  for  duty  at  the  Temple,  which  they  regularly  per- 
formed in  turn. 

On  the  fixth  of  November,  Valaze,  one  of  the  commiffion  of  twenty-four,  commenced 
the  bufinefs  with  the  following  report  of  accufation  againft  the  king. 

"  The  proofs,  which  we  dehver  to  you,  were  fcattered  in  z  great  number  of  papers  : 
"  we  collected  all  we  could,  and  have  read  them  with  great  care.  The  difficulties  which 
"  occurred  in  this  labour  were  great;  for  we  found  a  number  of  letters  written  in  cy- 
»•  phers ;  and  you  will  fee,  by  our  report,  how  much  thofe  have  been  deceived,  who 
•*  imagined  that  the  ci-devant  king  is  a  fimple  man.  There  are  a  number  of  papers 
"  which  prove  that  confiderable  fums  were  fent  to  the  emigrants  ;  and  thefe  papers, 
'*  while  they  unveil  the  plots  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  difcover  the  names  of  his  prin- 
*'  cipal  accomplices. 

"  A  port-folio,  found  at  the  houfe  of  Septeuil,  treafurer  of  the  civil  lift,  has  afforded 
,"  us  the  principal  part  of  our  information.  The  papers  it  contained  have  been  formed 
"  into  feveral  bundles.  Among  others,  is  a  letter  from  Bouille,  dated  Mentz,  September 
"  the  fifteenth,  1791.  Ac  this  epoch  the  perfidious  king,  without  doubt,  was  careful 
"  not  to  fay  that  he  correfponded  with  Bouille  ;  yet  it  appears  that  the  above  letter 
"  could  be  addrefled  to  no  other  perfon  but  to  him.  Befides,  the  place  in  which  it  was 
"  found  evidently  proves  it.  You  will  fee  there  an  account  of  the  fums  given  to  Bouille 
**  by  Louis  Capet,  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  camp  at  Montmidi.  It  is  extremely 
f*  curious,  for  it  contains  the  names  of  ibme  of  the  principal  agents  of  the  confpiracy 
"  then  formed,  and  fome  of  thefe  agents  will  be  feen  making  a  figure  at  the  Thuilleries 
"  in  1792,  and  there  receiving,  as  at  the  period  of  the  flight  to  Varennes,  confiderable 
"  fums  of  monev,  apparently  deltined  for  the  like  purpofts." — Bouille's  letter  was  here 
read  ;  and  {Uud,  thut  the  writer  had  received  the  fum  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety- three 
thoufand  livres.     Valaze  then  continued  his  report. 

"  You 
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"  You  can  no  longer  then  deny,  Louis  C.ipet,  that  you  have  participntcd  in  thofe  plots, 

"  the  blacknefs  of  whicli  the  infamous  Bouille  has  difplayed  in  his  infolent   manifestoes. 

"   You  can  no  longer  f.ty  that  you  had  no  part  in  the  flight  of  your  hrother  ;  and  you 

"  can  no  longer  deny  that  you  kept  op  a  correfpondence  with  the  court  of  Berlin,  and 

"  that  you    made  every  effort   there  to  pave  the  way  for  a  declaration  of  war  againft 

•"  France.     The  accounts   for   the  expedition  to  Varennes  were  finally  fettled  on  the 

"  fixteenth  of  April  laft.     V^e  have   found  that  it  coft  the  civil  lift  more  than  fix  mil- 

"  lions  of  livres.     Y"ou  have  obfcrved,  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  that  one  Gogulat 

**  is  mentioned  in  Bouille's  letter,   as  having  received  from  him  the   fum  of  three  thou- 

"  fand  fix  hundred  livres;  and  in  another  letter,   of  Choiffeui-Stainville,  as  having  re- 

"  ceived  nine  thoufand  more  from  him.     This  corrupted  agent,  prohably  a  fubaltern,  for 

"  his  name  is  disfigured  in  Bouille's  letter,  appears  afterwards  on  the  (bene.     On  the 

«'  twenty-ninth  of  February,  1792,  he  received  from  the  civil  lift  the  fum  of  fixty  thou- 

*'  fand  livres,  for  which  he  promifes  to  account.     You   may  readily  judge,  reprefenta- 

"  tives,  what  account  he  will  give,  and  what  was  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  with   the 

"  management  of  which  he  was  entrufted.    You  will  fee,  Louis  Capet,  and  you  will  ac» 

"  knowledge,  that  you  cannot  blind  us  refpecTing  your  intentions,   when  we  produce  to 

"  you  the  receipts  of  the  widow  Favras,  to  whom  you  allowed  a  penfion  of  four  thoufand 

"  livres,    which  continued  to  be  paid  till  the  month  of  June  laft ;  and  when  we  fhew 

*'  you  your  promife,  dated  March,  1792,  of  giving  to  the  ci-devant  cures  of  Verfailles  a 

«'  penfion  of  eight  hundred  livres  each,  as  long  as  they  fhould  be  deprived  of  their  liv- 

"  ings.     This  is  one  of  the  objects  upon  which  you  enjoined  fecrecy  ;  and  you  doubt- 

"  lefs  did  not  expect,    imperious  defpot,  that,   after  fuch  a  formal  injunction,  the  fecret 

"  could  ever  be  divulged.     Will  he  blufh,  citizen  colleagues,  when  we  clearly  fhew  that 

"  there  is  no  engine  of  corruption  which  he  did  not  employ  upon  weak  men  ;  that  he 

"  exerted  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  miflead  the  people  ;  and  that  he  never  opened  his  dan- 

"  gerous    treafures,   but  with  the  hope  of  accompli fhing  that  end  ?  when  we  prove  to 

"  him,  that  the  author  of  the  Poflillon  de  la  Guerre  received  from  him,  in  the  months  of 

"  May  and  June  laft,  the  fum  of  eight  thoufand  livres,  and  that  of  t^ie  Logographe  thir- 

"  ty-four  thoufand,    in  the  fpace  of  three  months?  when  we  exhibit  to  him  the  note 

"  taken  from   the  port-folio  of  Septeuil,  in  which  fecurity  is  given  in  his  name  for  the 

«'  fum  of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  livres,  to  fupport  the  bookfellers  of  Paris? 

"  and,  laftly,  when  we  fhew  him  a  letter  from  La  Porte  to  Septeuil,  which  I  think  it  is 

"  neceffary,   reprejfentatives,  that  you  fhould  read,  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  the 

••  meaning  of  it  ? 

"  Reprefentatives,  you  will  next  fee  Louis  a  foreftaller  of  corn,  coffee,  and  fugar. 
"  The  papers  v/hich  we  have  feized  prove  this  fact  beyond  a  doubt.  This  foreftalment 
**  was  carried  on  in  foreign  countries:  thetreafurer  of  the  civil  lift  had  orders  to  manage 
"  this  traffic,  and  to  employ  on  it  three  millions  of  livres.  After  reviewing  a  hundred 
il  times  the  papers  and  correfpondence  reflecting  this  commerce,  which  was  carried  on 

"  from 
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"  from  the  month  of  June  1791,  till  the  laft  revolution,  we  at  length  found  a  piece 
**  figned  "Louis,"  and  dated  January  the  ninth,  1 791,  which  explains  the  whole.  Sep- 
"  teuil  is  there  authorized  to  place  the  private  property  of  the  tyrant,  either  in  the  funds 
"  at  Paris,  or  in  foreign  countries ;  and  as  the  propofed  commerce  was  expofed  to  evident 
"  rifques,  the  above  paper  declares  that  Septeuil  fhall  not  be  refponfible  for  events. 

"  To  afford  you  fome  relaxation,  legiflators,  and  that  you  may  participate  in  our 
"  amufements,  we  fhall  now  entertain  you  with  the  childifh  means  invented  by  the 
"  court  to  gain  over  partifans.  We  found  in  the  port- folio  of  Bertrand,  a  note  which 
"  attefts  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  order  of  knighthood,  under  the  title  of  Chevaliers 
"  de  la  Reine.  The  decoration  of  it  is  a  medal,  fufpended  from  a  fcarlet  ribband,  hav- 
"  ing  on  one  fide  a  portrait  of  the  queen,  with  her  name,  and  on  the  other  the  follow- 
*•  ing  motto — Magnum  regina  nomen  obumbrat.  On  the  brevets  or  patents  of  the  order 
"  is  infcribed — Dux  femina  faftit  partoque  ibid  regina  triumpha.  It  appears,  from  the 
"  note  in  queftion,  that  feveral  Swifs  officers,  unworthy  of  the  country  which  gave 
"  them  birth,  and  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  feduced  by 
"  this  toy;  and  that  they  were  not  afraid  to  decorate  themfelves  with  it,  even  at  the 
"  time  when  Lyons  was  convulfed  by  internal  commotions. — Whilft  we  have  only  fuch 
"  children  to  combat,  our  fuccefs  cannot  be  doubtful. 

"  Other  papers  prove,  that  the  Gardes-du-Corps  at  Coblentz  were  paid  by  Louis 
"  Capet  ;  that  the  confpirators  afTembled  at  the  Thuilleries ;  that  Bouille  himfelf  had 
"  had  the  audacity  to  go  thither,  even  after  the  projected  efcape  of  the  king  in  1791  ; 
"  and,  laftly,  that,  after  a  decree  of  accufation  was  paffed  againft  the  count  d'Artois,  the 
11  king  had  fecured  to  his  children  a  penfion  of  two  hundred  thoufand  livres." 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  principal  articles  of  this  report  were  drawn  from  an 
execcife  of  that  very  power  with  which  the  reprefentative  body  had  legally  entrufted  him. 
Acts  committed  anterior  to  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution  were  adduced  as  evidence  to 
prove  his  intentions  of  violating  it ;  and  the  precautions  which  he  took  on  the  night 
preceding  the  bloody  tenth  of  Auguft,  dictated  purely  by  motives  of  perfonal  fafety, 
were  conftrued  into  premeditated  plots  to  deftroy  the  citizens  of  Paris.  Papers  were  how- 
ever produced  in  proof  of  the  king  having  remitted  fums  of  money  to  certain  emigrants; 
but  they  appeared  rather  the  dictates  of  compaffion  towards  the  diftreffed,  than  of  trea- 
chery towards  his  country.  And  although  it  appeared  from  the  papers  which  had  been 
found  in  the  Thuilleries,  mentioned  in  this  report,  that  money  had  been  actually  diftri- 
buted  to  certain  journalifts  and  writers  in  favour  of  monarchy  ;  yet  thefe  are  the  com- 
mon, and  furely  in  moll  cafes  the  venial,  practices  of  courts ;  and,  in  the  inftance  before 
us,  might  be  confidered  as  the  mere  dictates  of  felf-defence.  The  queftion,  however, 
which  embarraffed  his  accufers  moil,  was,  Whether  the  king  was  not  inverted  by  the 
conftitution  with  perfect  and  legal  inviolability  ;  and  whether,  confidently  with  juftice, 

4  Y  he 
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lie,  whom  tlic  law  had  folemnly  pronounced  to  be  above  the  reach  of  any  legal  p;ocefs, 
could  be  brought  to  trial  ?  This  objection  was  ftrangely  and  moft  iniquitoufly  over-ruled 
by  the  Convention,  who  in  this  inftance  eftablifhed  the  precedent,  always  fo  fatal  to  li- 
berty, of  an  ex  poji  faflo  law,  and  evinced  to  the  eyes  of  Europe  their  inattention  to  thofe 
"  Rights  of  Man"  which  the  nation  had  folemnly  proclaimed. 

On  the  following  day  Mailhe  delivered  in  a  fecond  report  j  wherein,  after  going  over 
nearly  the  fame  ground  with  Valaze,  but  with  ftill  greater  acrimony,  he  concludes  thus  : 
— "  What  (hall  be  the  tribunal  vvhofe  authority  and  impartial  equity  may  remove  all 
"  fufpicion,  and  d'uTipate  every  idea  of  violent  or  political  prejudice  ? — Two  methods 
u  feem  to  have  an  equality  of  fuffrages.  One  is  the  formation  of  a  jury,  the  members 
6 '  of  which  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  electoral  affemblies  of  the  departments.  The  other 
"  is,  that  the  Convention  (hall  referve  this  trial  to  itfelf.  The  latter  has  been  adopted 
"  by  the  committee  :  I  therefore  prefent  to  you  the  following  plan  of  a  decree: 

"  1.  Louis  the  Sixteenth  may  be  tried. — 2.  He  fliall  be  tried  by  the  National  Con- 
**  vention. — 3.  Three  commiflioners,  chofen  from  the  Convention  by  public  election, 
"  fliall  be  charged  with  the  care  of  collecting  all  the  pieces  neceffary  for  the  trial,  and  of 
"  prefenting  the  refult  of  them  to.  the  Convention. — 4.  The  commiflioners  fliall  ter- 
"  minate  their  report  by  an  enumeration  of  the  crimes. — 5.  This  enumeration  fhall  be 
"  printed  and  diftributed. — 6.  Eight  days  after  a  difcuffion  fliall  commence  on  the  aft  of 
*•  accufation,  and  the  charges  to  be  adopted  or  rejected. — 7.  If  the  aft  be  adopted,  it 
«*  fliall  be  communicated  to  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  that  he  may  provide  for  his  defence.— 
«♦  ■  8.  A  copy  of  the  report,  and  of  the  papers  refpefting  it,  fliall  alfo  be  prefented  to 
"  Louis  the  Sixteenth. — 9.  If  he  demands  the  originals,  they  fliall  be  carried  to  him  by 
**  twelve  commiflioners. — 10.  The  originals  fliall  not  be  carried  from  the  archives  until 
u  copies  of  them  are  taken. — 11.  The  National  Convention  fliall  fix  a  day  on  which 
"  Louis  the  Sixteenth  fliall  prefent  his  defence. — 12.  Louis  the  Sixteenth  fliall  prefent 
**  his  defence  in  writing,  and  figned  by  himfelf. — 13.  Louis  the  Sixteenth  may  give  an- 
"  fwers  verbally. — 14.  After  he  has  made  his  defence,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
**  delay  fettled  by  the  Convention,  they  fhall  pafs  fentence  by  public  vote." 

Manuel  moved,  that  thofe  who  might  fpeak  in  favour  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  fhould 
be  declared  under  the  fafeguard  and  proteftion  of  the  law.  This  motion  was,  to  their 
eternal  difgrace,  followed  by  murmurs  and  hootings  ! 

Mailhe  obferved,  that  he  had  not  included  Marie  Antoinette  in  his  plan  of  a  decree. 
Conftitutional  inviolability  did  not,  he  faid,  extend  to  her,  and  fhe  would  be  tried  before 
the  ordinary  tribunals.  With  regard  to  Louis-Charles,  as  he  was  too  young  to  have 
participated  in  the  crimes  of  his  parents,  he  could  not  be  confidered  as  guilty. 

So 
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So  abject  was  already  the  flate  of  the  fallen  monarch,  that  upon  the  following  trivial 
requefts  to  one  of  the  commiffioners  at  the  Temple,  that  the  amount  of  the  expences  to 
be  monthly  allowed  them  fhould  be  fixed,  in  order  that  they  might  not  exceed  them  ; 
that  a  phyfician  and  an  apothecary,  who  knew  their  ,conftitutions,  fhould  he  allowed 
them,  in  order  to  adminifler  fuch  remedies  as  they  might  think  proper  ;  that  a  fum  of 
two  thoufand  livres,  for  their  lefler  daily  expences,  might  be  granted;  and  that  they  might 
be  furnifhed  with  fome  furniture  and  linen  from  the  garde- meuble,  the  Convention  paffed 
to  "the  order  of  the  day,  the  prifoners  having  no  want  of  any  thing  necefTary,  and  the 
"  committee  being  empowered  to  furnifli  them  upon  all  occafions9." — But,  alas  !  the 
ill-fated  Lewis  was  referved  for  much  greater  mortifications,  and  trials  much  feverer 
than  this! 

The  treatment  to  which  the  royal  family  were  fubjec~ted  in  the  Temple  was  totally  a 
fecret.  Many  circumftances  of  a  public  nature,  however,  indicated,  that  it  was  indeli- 
cate and  harfh  in  the  higheft  degree.  A  committee,  appointed  by  the  general  council  of 
the  commune  of  Paris,  fat  there  conftantly,  and,  according  to  directions  given,  regulated 
every  thing  refpedting  the  royal  family.  As  they  had  been  more  clofely  confined  of  late, 
and  were  not  feen  by  the  guards  who  did  duty  at  the  Temple,  a  report  was  fpread  that 
the  king  had  efcaped,  although  the  fame  number  as  ufual  continued  to  mount  guard: 
it  was  faid,  that  this  was  done  merely  to  deceive  the  people,  till  fome  excufe  could  be 
thought  of  to  avert  the  public  indignation  from  the  committee  for  their  negligence  and 
treachery.  Full  of  this  idea,  a  body  of  men  from  the  fe£tions  of  Paris,  who  were  on 
guard  at  the  Temple,  infilled  upon  feeing  the  king  and  royal  family,  that  they  might  be 
fatisfied  themfelves,  and  be  enabled  to  fatisfy  their  fellow  citizens,  that  the  king  actually 
was  in  the  Temple,  and  that  they  were  not  guarding  empty  apartments,  as  was  ftrongly 
fufpefted.  The  municipal  officers  refufed  to  comply  with  this  demand:  the  guard  in- 
filled, and  threatened  to  force  their  way  into  the  apartments.  Santene  was  fent  for:  he 
expoftulated  with  thofe  mutineers,  and  allured  them  that  all  the  royal  family  were  fafe  in 
the  prifon.  This  at  length  fatisfied  the  volunteers  from  the  lections;  but  the  can- 
noniers  perfifled  in  their  demand,  and  Santerre  was  under  the  neceflity  of  appealing  to 
the  multitude  aflembled  at  the  gates  of  the  Temple,  who,  in  character  of  the  Sovereign 
People,  decided  againft  the  cannoniers,  and  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  point. 

The  municipal  committee,  to  whofe  care  the  royal  family  were  peculiarly  entrusted, 
had  made  frequent  reports  to  the  general  council,  in  which  they  pretended,  that  there  ap- 

59  When  Lewis  was  conducted  to  the  Temple,  he  was  literally  without  a  penny;  Potion  lent  him  two  thoufand 
livres,  for  which  he  gave  the  following  receipt  : 

"  The  king  acknowledges  having  received  from  M.  Petion  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
"  fix  livres ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-fix  of  which   the  commiffioners  of  the  municipality  are  to  pay  to  M.  Hue, 
.«  who  had  advanced  them  for  the  fervice  of  the  king. 

"  Paris,  this  3d  of  Sept.  179*.  (Signed)  "  Loois." 

4  Y  2  pcared 
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pearcd  to  be  a  plan  for  delivering  them  from  the  Temple ;  and  the  fmallefr.  accidental  cir- 
cumftances  which  occurred  without  were  confidered  as  fignals,  which  were  fully  under- 
fiood  by  the  prifoners.  In  the  returns  to  the  general  council,  mention  was  made  of  a 
man's  being  heard  playing  on  a  flute  at  midnight;  of  the  fongs  that  were  fung  in  the 
flrcets  ;  the  expreffions  made  ufe  of  by  the  common  criers  that  paffed  ;  and  it  was  infinu- 
ated,  that  by  all  thefe  more  was  meant  than  met  the  ear.  It  having  been  reprefented  by 
the  committee,  that  when  the  family  walked  in  the  garden,  or  appeared  on  the  balcony, 
a  number  of  perfons  came  to  the  windows  of  the  adjacent  houfes,  and  made  fignals, 
which  feemed  to  be  underftood  by  the  prifoners,  a  member  of  the  council  propofed,  that, 
to  prevent  this,  the  king  and  royal  family  fhould  never  be  permitted  to  take  the  air,  till 
it  was  fo  dark  that  they  could  not  be  feen;  another  propofed  to  raife  the  walls  of  the 
garden,  and  make  fuch  alterations  in  the  Temple,  as  would  effectually  prevent  the  pri- 
foners from  being  feen  by  any  perfon  without.  Both  thefe  propofals  were,  however,  ren- 
dered unneceffary  by  an  order  from  the  council,  that  all  the  royal  family  fhould  be  pre- 
vented from  walking  in  the  garden,  or  even  appearing  at  the  windows  of  their  apart- 
ments; and  when  they  affembled  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  which  was  always  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  one  or  two  municipal  officers,  every  look,  word,  or  geftureof  the  unhappy  pri- 
foners was  obferved,  interpreted,  and  frequently  reported  to  the  council  general,  as  hav- 
ing a  myfterious  meaning. 

Among  other  circumftances  equally  unimportant,  it  was  mentioned  in  one  of  the  me- 
morials of  the  committee,  that  the  king  continued  to  wear  his  ftar  and  ribbands,  which 
raifed  the  petulance  of  the  author  of  a  daily  journal,  who,  on  the  fubjedt  of  this  memo- 
rial, expreffed  himfelf  in  the  following  indecent  terms:  "  If  Lewis  had  common  fenfe, 
*'  he  would  of  his  own  accord  have  thrown  afide  all  thofe  feudal  trappings  ;  he  would  by 
"  this  t4me  have  become  a  Republican,  which  is  being  greater  than  a  king;  for  a  king 
"  is  only  the  higheft:  flave  in  his  own  dominions." — The  council  general  however  or- 
dered Manuel  to  go  to  the  Temple,  and  announce  to  the  king,  that  as  royalty  was  abo- 
lifhed,  there  was  no  propriety  in  his  wearing  his  former  ornaments  any  longer.  The 
dialogue  which  paffed  between  the  king  and  Manuel  on  this  occafion,  has  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  fome  of  the  journals,  probably  by  Manuel  himfelf:  even  from  this  account  it 
appears,  that  the  king  received  this  meffage  with  that  manly  indifference,  and  undifturbed 
refignation,  which  he  had  always  fiiewn  fmce  the  beginning  of  his  misfortunes.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  never  was  much  affected  by  the  magnificence  of 
royalty,  even  when  he  poffeffed  it  in  its  higheft  fplendour  ;  he  feemed  to  be  as  little  af- 
fected by  the  lofs  of  it ;  and  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  difplayed  in  thefe  paltry  inftances, 
inftead  of  throwing  difgrace  on  the  monarch,  rendered  his  good  qualities  more  con- 
fpictious. 

When  the  royal  family  were  firft  lodged  in  the  Temple,  they  were  treated  with  fome 
degree  of  refpccl;  they  were  allowed  the  comfort  of  each  other's  company,  and  the  li- 
berty 
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berty  of  walking  in  the  garden  of  the  Temple  ;  but  this  appearance  of  refpe£t  gradually 
diminifhed,  and  at  laft  the  treatment  they  received  was,  in  many  inftances,  brutal.  A 
perfon  who  was  admitted  into  the  Temple,  by  means  of  a  near  relation,  on  duty  there, 
declared,  that  at  the  hour  at  which,  by  a  ftanding  order  from  the  council,  the  prifoners 
were  to  be  confined  to  their  apartments,  he  faw  the  keeper  go  to  the  king,  who  was  ftill 
walking  in  the  garden,  and  addrefs  him  in  thefe  words :  "  Come  along,  Monfieur  Veto, 
"  you  mull  go  in. 

When  the  royal  family  dined,  a  commifKoner  from  the  commune  of  Paris  was  al- 
ways prefent.  The  queen  happening  one  day  to  raife  the  hand  in  which  fhe  held  her 
knife  a  little  fuddenly  towards  her  bread,  the  comraiflioner  feemed  alarmed,  and  made  a 
movement  as  if  he  feared  fhe  had  an  intention  againft  her  life  ;  which  the  queen  obferv- 
ing,  faid,  with  emphafis,  "  No,  Sir  ;   I  referve  that  honour  for  the  Convention." 

From  the  time  that  the  king's  procefs  was  refolved  upon,  the  royal  family  were  con- 
fined more  clofely,  and  watched  more  fhidrly  than  ever.  The  council  ordered,  that  in 
future  two  commiflioners  fhould  pafs  the  night  in  his  bed-chamber,  inftead  of  one,  which 
had  been  the  cafe  before.  All  perfons  who  were  admitted  into  the  prefe  nee  of  any  of 
the  royal  family  were  previoufly  fearched.  Orders  were  given,  that  the  razors  with 
which  the  king  was  in  the  ufe  of  fhaving  himfelf  fhould  be  removed  :  this  was  done  from  a 
fear  that  he  might  prefer  fuicide  to  the  humiliation  of  a  public  trial  before  the  Convention  ; 
though  fuch  an  idea  was  totally  remote  from  the  king's  way  of  thinking.  When  his 
razors  and  pen-knife  were  demanded  from  him,  he  faid,  "  Do  you  think  me  fuch  a 
*'  coward  as  to  kill  myfelf  ?" — The  order  not  only  comprehended  knives  and  razors,  but 
alfo  fcifTars,  and  all  fharp,  cutting,  or  pointed  inftruments,  and  it  was  extended  to  all  th« 
royal  family.  "  They  had  better  deprive  us  of  our  needles,"  faid  the  queen,  when  it  was 
read  to  her.  When  the  king,  afterwards,  repeatedly  applied  for  a  razor,  it  was  at  laft 
granted  by  the  council,  who  directed,  however,  that  he  fhould  fhave  himfelf  under  the 
infpedtion  of  the  commiflioners ;  and  the  queen  and  princefs  Elizabeth  were  allowed 
fciflars  to  pare  their  nails,  with  the  fame  reftriction. 

On  the  third  of  December,  after  much  altercation,  in  which  Robefpierre,  and  the  reft 
of  the  fanguinary  party,  gained  the  afcendancy  ;  and  in  which  Petion  ufed  his  endeavours 
to  introduce  fomething  like  a  regularity  in  the  proceedings  againlt  Lewis,  by  demanding, 
"  Whether  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  could  be  judged,  and  who  were  to  be  his  judges?"  the 
Convention  decreed,  "That  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  be  tried  by  them  ;"  thus  at  once  did 
they  conftitute  themfelves  his  accufers,  and  his  judges.  The  fitting  was  then  declared 
permanent  till  the  trial  of  the  king  fhould  be  terminated  ;  and  with  fuch  favage  fero- 
city did  they  thirft  for  the  blood  of  their  victim,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they  were 
induced  to  forego  the  meafure  of  injlantly  palling  fentence,  without  even  the  form  of  a 
trial,  only  the  day  after  the  decree  for  bringing  him  to  the  bar  had  pafled. 

On 
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On  the  fixth  of  the  fame  month  feveral  motions  were  made  of  a  fimilar  tendency ; 
fome  even  went  fofar  as  to  pre-fuppofe  the  condemnation,  and  even  to  propofe  the  mode 
of  execution — Sillery  and  Manuel  moved,  that  nothing  be  pre-judged  before  the  accufed 
had  been  heard  in  his  defence.  "  Brutus  killed  Caefar," — faid  Manuel — M  but  it  was  in 
"  a  full  fenate  ;  Caefar  was  furrounded  by  legions,  and  Brutus  had  only  his  arm.  If 
"  Caefar  had  been  in  prifon,  Brutus  would  have  demanded  that  he  fhould  be  heard  before 
"  he  was  judged.  We  are  judges," — added  Manuel — "and  we  alone  fhould  be  di- 
"  vefted  of  that  hatred  which  all  the  other  citizens  are  entitled  to  bear  the  accufed." 
Bourdon  reproached  Manuel  with  fporting  with  French  fenfibility.  "  Let  there  b? 
"  placed" — faid  he — "  by  the  fide  of  Lewis,  when  he  fhall  appear  at  the  bar,  the  citi- 
'*  zens  who  were  wounded  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  and,  perhaps,  the  intereft  he  infpires 
"  will  be  weakened."  Saint  Juft  fpoke  on  the  fubjecT:,  grounding  his  argument  on  the 
opinion  of  Thomas  Paine,  which  was,  "That  the  Convention  fhould  undertake  the  bufi- 
"  nefs  on  a  grander  fcale :  it  was  not  Lewis  alone  they  were  to  judge  ;  it  was  monarchy  it- 
"felf :  that,  bringing  in  evidence  the  treaties  of  Padua  and  Pilnitz,  there  would  appear  a 
4<  general  confpiracy  of  kings  againft  nations60." 

The  Convention,  after  having  heard  the  reading  of  a  great  many  projects  of  decrees, 
paHTed  the  following,  which  were  drawn  up  by  Quinette  : 

"  1.  The  National  Convention  decrees,  that  the  commiflion  of  twenty-four,  the 
«'  committees  of  legiflation  and  general  fafety,  fhall  each  name  three  of  their  members, 
"  to  be  joined  to  the  commiflion  of  twelve. — 2.  This  commiflion  of  twenty-one  mem- 
**  bers  fhall  prefent,on  Monday  morning  next,  the  a6t  declaratory  of  the  crimes  of  which 
«'  Louis  Capet  ftands  accufed,  and  fhall  range  in  due  order  the  papers  in  fupport  of  that 
•'  a£l. — 3.  The  commiflioners  fhall  prefent  the  feries  of  queflions  to  be  put  to  Louis 
"  Capet. — 4.  The  Convention  fhall  difcufs,  on.  Monday,,  the  declaratory  a£l  of  the 
«'  crimes. — 5.  The  next  day  Louis  Capet  fhall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  National 
il  Convention,  to  hear  the  reading  of  that  ac~l,  and  to  anfwer  the  queftions  that  fhall  be 
*'  put  to  him  by  the  prefident. — 6.  A  copy  of  the  declaratory  a£t,  and  of  the  feries  of 
41  the  queftions  fhall  be  delivered  to  Louis  Capet,  and  the  prefident  fhall  adjourn  him  to 
"  be  heard  definitively  in  two  days. — 7.  The  day  following  the  National  Convention 
"  fhall  pronounce  the  fate  of  Louis  Capet,  by  taking  the  votes  of  the  members,  one  by 
"  one ;  and  each  member  fhall  prefent  himfelf,  fucceffively,  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  tri- 
"  bune. — 8.  The  National  Convention  charges  the  executive  power,  upon  their  refpon- 
«'  ftbility,  to  take  all  proper  meafures  for  the  general  fafety,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
*'  trial  of  Louis  Capet." 
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On  the  morning  fixed  for  the  examination  of  Lewis,  he  knew  nothing  of  its  be- 
ing decreed  that  he  fhould  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention,  butiofe  as  vifual  at 
feven;  he  fpent  only  a  few  minutes  in  drefling,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in 
prayer.  At  eight  the  drums  being  heard,  he  enquired  of  the  commiflioners  what  was 
the  meaning  of  it,  as  he  had  not  before  heard  them  fo  early.  The  commiflioners  pre- 
tended ignorance.  "  Do  you  not  think," — rejoined  the  king — "  that  they  beat  the 
"  generale?"  The  commiflioners  replied,  they  could  not  diftinguifh.  The  king  walked 
mufing  about  the  room,  aod  fometimes  flood  liftening  attentively.  "  I  think  I  hear  the 
"  found  of  horfes  feet  in  the  court,"  faid  h'e.     The  commiflioners  gave  no  explanation. 

The  royal  family  breakfafted  together  that  morning:  they  were  full  of  alarm  anddif- 
quietude  at  the  noife,  which  increafed  every  moment,  and  of  which  they  plainly  per- 
ceived the  caufe  was  carefully  concealed  from  them.  The  queen  and  princefles  went  to 
their  own  apartments  after  breakfafl,  and  left  the  prince  royal  with  the  king.  The  coni- 
ng doners  at  laft  informed  him,  that  he  was  about  to  receive  a  vifit  from  the  mayor  of 
Paris.  "  So  much  the  better,"  faid  the  king. — "  But  I  muft  inform  you," — refumedone 
of  the  commiflioners — "  that  he  cannot  fpeak  to  you  in  the  prefence  of  your  fon."  The 
king-then,  after  prefling  the  child  to  his  bread:,  defired  him  to  go  and  embrace  his  mother 
in  his  name  Clery,  the  valet  who  attended  the  king,  withdrew  with  the  prince.  The 
king  afked  the  commiflioner,  if  he  knew  what  the  mayor's  bufinefs  with  him  was,  and 
received  a  negative  anfwer.  He  walked  about  the  room  for  fome  time,  flopping  at  inter- 
vals to  afk  queflions  refpedting  the  perfon  and  character  of  the  mayor.  The  commif- 
fioner  anfwered,  That  he  was  not  particularly  acquainted  with  him ;  but  that  he  bore  a 
good  character,  and,  to  thebefl  of  his  recolle&ion  was  of  a  middle  age,  thin,  and  rather 
tall.  The  king  feated  himfelf  in  a  chair,  and  continued  abforbed  in  meditation.  Mean- 
while the  commiflioner  had  moved  behind  the  chair  on  which  the  king  was  feated.  When 
he  awaked  from  his  reverie,  not  feeing  any  body,  he  turned  fuddenly  round,  and  per- 
ceiving the  commiflioner  clofe  behind  him,  faid  with  quicknefs,  "  What  do  you  want, 
"  Sir  ?"  "  Nothing," — replied  the  other — "  but.  fearing  you  were  indifpofed,  I  ap- 
"  preached  to  know  what  ailed  you*1." 

Monfieur  Chambon,  the  mayor^  entered  foonafter,  and  informed  the  king,  that  he  came 
to  conduct  him  to  the  National  Convention:  the  king  accompanied  him  without  mak- 
ing any  objection.  When  he  came  to  the  court,  which  was  full  of  troops,  horfe  as  well 
as  foot,  he  feemed  furprifed  at  feeing  fome  of  them  in  uniforms  with  which  he  was  unac- 
quainted. Before  he  ftepped  into  the  mayor's  coach,  he  threw  up  his  eyes  to  the  win- 
dow of  the  apartment  in  which  his  family  were  confined,  and  the  tears  were  obferved  to 

61  Thefe  particulars,  which  fome  may  think  of  a  nature  too  trifling  and  minute,  ftrongly  paint  the  flate  of  agi- 
tation and  fufpicion  in  which  the  mind  of  the  unhappy  monarch  was  at  this  time, 

trickle 
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trickle  clown  his  checks.     The  coach  then  proceeded  to  the  Convention,  attended  hy 
the  troops. 

The  commiffioher  afcendcd  to  the  queen's  apartment,  and  found  the  whole  family 
overwhelmed  with  fear  and  forrow.  He  acquainted  them  that  the  mayor  had  heen  with 
the  king.  "  We  know  that," — faid  the  queen — "  but  now — where  have  they  carried 
"  the  king  now  ?" — "  To  the  Convention,"  replied  the  commiffioner.  "  You  would 
"  have  faved  us  much  uneafinefs," — faid  the  princefs  Elizabeth — "  if  you  had  informed 
"  us  of  this  fooner." 

The  king  was  conducted  to  the  Convention  by  the  Boulevards,  the  new  ftreet  of  the 
Capuchins,  the  Place  Vendome,  and  the  court  of  the  Feuillans.  All  the  ftreets  which 
open  to  the  Boulevards  had  guards  ftationed  in  them,  with  orders  to  prevent  the  multitude 
from  affembling  ;  and  cannon  were  placed  at  the  entrance  of  all  thofe  ftreets  ;  patroles 
•were  ordered  to  prevent  any  kind  of  obftrucStion  by  groupes,  or  carriages,  along  the  whole 
of  the  way  that  the  king  was  to  be  conducted.  Strong  guards  were  placed  at  different 
pofts  near  the  Thuilleries  and  hall  of  the  Affembly.  It  is  faid,  that  there  were  near  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  in  arms  that  day  in  Paris.  The  glaffes  of  the  coach  were  down 
during  the  whole  way,  and  there  was  no  difturbance.  Great  numbers  of  perfons,  how- 
ever, were  waiting  in  all  the  paffages  leading  to  the  Affembly,  and  the  tribunes  had  been 
filled  from  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  king,  the  fitting  commenced  by  reading  the  act  of  accu- 
fation againft  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  which  was  prefented  by  Barbaroux  in  name  of  the 
commifhon  of  twenty-one.  It  contained  an  enumeration  of  the  principal  charges  made 
againft  the  unfortunate  monarch  ;  and  each  charge  was  followed  by  a  lift  of  the  pieces 
on  which  the  proofs  are  to  be  founded.  When  it  was  read,  feveral  new  charges  werepro- 
pofed  by  feveral  of  the  members;  and  fome,  which  appeared  to  have  little  weight,  or  to  be 
ill-founded,  were  expunged. 

The  Convention  were  much  furprifed  to  hear  even  Marat  become,  in  fome  meafure,the 
voluntary  defender  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  by  requefting  that  all  thofe  charges  alluding 
to  crimes  committed  before  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  fhould  be  omitted  in  the 
acT:  of  accufation.  He  fpoke  alfo  of  J:he  amnefty  which  followed  that  acceptance  ;  but  the 
Convention  paid  little  attention  to  his  obfervations. 

The  Convention  then  decreed,  that  the  a£t  of  accufation  fhould  ferve  as  the  ground  of 
thofe  queftions  which  were  to  be  put  to  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and  that  after  each  queftion, 
the  prefident  fhould  fay  to  him,  IVloat  have  you  to  anf-juer  P  The  prefident  was  authorifed 
-.4fo  to  propofe  fuch  queftions  as  might  arife  from  the  King's  anfwers,  and  to  permit  him 
to  fit  down  at  the  bar. 

It 
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It  was  ordered  that  no  member  fhould  make  any  motion  while  Louis  the  Sixteenth  was 
at  the  bar  j  and  that  no  fign  of  approbation  or  cenfure  fhould  be  made.  It  was  alfo  order- 
ed that  a  chair  might  be  placed  at  the  bar  for  the  ufe  of  Louis.  It  was  then  determined 
that  the  anfwers  of  Louis  fhould  be  read  over  to  him,  and  that  he  fhould  be  afked  to  fign 
them. 

The  Prefident  then  addreffed  the  AfTembly  thus  :  "  I  inform  the  aflembly,  that  Louis 
"  is  at  the  gate  of  the  Feuillans.  Reprefentatives,  you  are  about  to  exercife  the  right  of 
'•  national  juftice  ;  you  will  anfwer  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  for  the  firm  and  wife 
"  conduct,  which  you  may  hold  upon  this  important  occafion.  Europe  obferves  you. 
"  Hiftory  receives  your  thoughts,  your  actions.  Pofterity,  incorruptible,  will  judge 
"  you  with  inflexible  feverity.  Let  your  attitude  conform  to  the  new  functions  which 
"  you  are  about  to  fill.  Impajpbility,  and  the  moft  profound  filence,  become  judges.  The 
"  dignity  of  your  fitting  fhould  anfwer  to  the  majefty  of  the  French  people.  Citizens  of 
"  the  tribunes,  you  are  affociated  with  the  glory  and  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  of  which 
"  you  make  part.  You  know,  that  juftice  prefides  only  in  tranquil  deliberations.  The 
"  National  Convention  relies  upon  your  entire  devotion  to  the  country,  and  upon  your 
"  refpedl  for  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  The  citizens  of  Paris  will  accept  this 
"  new  opportunity  of  fhewing  the  patriotifm  and  the  public  fpirit  with  which  they  are 
"  animated*2." 

The  commandant  general  then  informed  the  Convention,  that  Louis  Capet  attended  their 
orders.  The  unfortunate  monarch  was  then  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  mayor,  two  municipal 
officers,  and  generals  Santerre  and  WittenkofF,  entered  with  him.  The  guard  remained  on 
the  outfide,  in  the  hall.  The  prefident  then  addreffed  the  king  in  the  following  terms: 
— •"  Louis,  the  French  nation  accufes  you.  The  National  Convention  refolved,  on  the 
"  third  of  December,  that  you  fhall  be  judged  by  itfelf ;  on  the  fixth,  it  was  decreed, 
11  that  you  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar.  They  are  about  to  read  the  a£t  which  an- 
"  nounces  the  crimes  imputed  to  you.     You  may  fit  down." — , — Louis  feated  himfelf. 

One  of  the  fecretaries  read  the  act  of  accufation,  'charge  by  charge,  and  at  each  the 
prefident  afked  Louis  what  he  had  to  fay  in  his  own  defence.  The  unfortunate  mo- 
narch delivered  no  fpeech,  and  contented  himfelf  with  giving  anfwers  to  each  queftion  in 
few  words. 

Pref,  Louis,  the  French  nation  accufes  you  of  having  committed  a  multitude  of  crimes 
to  eftablifh  your  tyranny,  in  deftroying  her  freedom.  You,  on  the  20th  of  June  1789, 
attempted  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  by  fufpending  the  affemblies  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives, and  expelling  them  with  violence  from  the  places  of  their  fittings.     This  is  prov- 

61  r>ocei-vcrbal. 
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ed  in  the  proces  verbal  entered  at  the  tennis  court  of  Verfailles  by  the  members  of  the 
conftituent  affembly.  On  the  twenty-third  of June  you  wanted  to  dictate  lawsto  the  nation 
— you  furrounded  their  reprefentatives  with  troops — you  prefented  to  them  two  royal  de- 
clarations, fubverfive  of  all  liberty,  and  ordered  them  to  feparate.  Your  own  declara- 
tions, and  the  minutes  of  the  affembly  prove  thefe  attempts. — What  have  you  toanfwer? 
Louis.   No  laws  were  then  exifting  to  prevent  me. 

Prrf.  You  ordered  an  army  to  march  againft  the  citizens  of  Paris;.  Your  fatellites 
have  ihed  the  blood  of  feveral  of  them,  and  you  would  not  remove  this  army  till  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Baflille,  and  a  general  infurrection,  announced  to  you  that  the  people  were 
victorious.  The  fpeeches  you  made  on  the  ninth,  twelfth,  and  fourteenth  of  July,  to  the 
deputations  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  mew  what  were  your  intentions ;  and  the  maffacres 

of  the  Thuilleries  rife  in  evidence  againft  you. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis.    I 

was  mafter  at  that  time  to  order  the  troops  to  march;  but  1  never  had  an  intention  of 
fhedding  blood. 

Pre/.  After  thefe  events,  and  in  fpite  of  the  promifcs  which  you  made  on  the  fifteenth,  in 
the  conftituent  afTembly,  and  on  the  feventeenth  in  the  town-houfe  of  Paris,  you  have  per- 
fifted  in  your  projects  againft  national  liberty  ;  you  long  eluded  the  execution  of  the  de- 
crees of  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  refpecYingthe  abolition  of  perfonal  fervitude,  the  feudal  go- 
vernment and  tythes.  You  long  refufed  acknowledging  the  Rights  of  Man  :  you  dou- 
bled the  number  of  the  life-guards,  and  called  the  regiment  of  Flanders  to  Verfailles  ;  you  . 
permitted,  in  orgies  held  before  your  eyes,  the  national  cockade  to  be  trampled  under 
foot,  the  white  cockade  to  be  hoifted,  and  the  nation  to  be  flandered.  At  laft,  you  ren- 
dered neceffary  a  frefh  infurredtion,  occafioned  the  death  of  feveral  citizens,  and  did  not 
change  your  language  till  after  your  guards  had  been  defeated,,  when  you  renewed  your 
perfidious  promifes.  The  proofs  of  thefe  facts  are  in  your  obfervations  of  the  eighteenth 
of  September,  in  the  decrees  of  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  in  the  minutes  of  the  conftituent 
affembly,  in  the  events  of  Verfailles  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  October,  and  in  the  conver- 
fation  you  had  on  the  fame  day  with  a  deputation  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  when  you 
told  them,  You  would  enlighten  yourfelf  with  their  councils,  and  never  recede   from 

them. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.  I  have   made  the  obfervations  which   1 

thought  juft  on  the  two  firft  heads.  As  to  the  cockade,  it  is  falfe  :  it,  did  not  happen  In 
my  prefence. 

Pre/.  You  took  an  oath,  at  the  federation  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  which  you  did  not 
keep.  You  foon  tried  to  corrupt  the  public  opinion,  with  the  affiftance  of  Talon,  who 
acted  in  Paris,,  and  Mirabeau,  who  was  to  have  excited  counter-revolutionary  move- 
ments in  the  provinces. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis,  I  do  not   know  what 

happened  at  that  time,  but  the  whole  is  anterior  to  my  acceptance  of  the  conftitution." 

Pre/.  You  lavifhed  millions  of  money  to  effect  this  corruption,  and  you  would  even 
•ufe  popularity  as  a  means  of  enflaving  the  people.     Thefe  facts  are  the  refult  of  a  memo- 
rial of  Talon,  on  which  you  have  made  your  marginal  comments  in  your  own   hand- 
writing, 
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^ritinj  -  wrote  to  you  on  the  nineteenth  of  April,  in  which, 
rccamtnlai  '  D:"~::l,  !.c  iola  you,  that  the  millions, 
which  v'iu  had  t>  jvv  away,  had  been  productive  of  nothing. 
For  a  long  tune  yoi  d  1  -  tted  .  a  plan  of  efcape.  A  memorial  was  delivered  to 
you  on  the  twenty  t  ghth  (  ebruary,  which  pointed  out  the  means  for  you  to  effect  it; 
you  approve  ot  it  by  marginal  notes. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? —Louis.  Ifelt  no  great- 
er pleafure  than  that  of  relieving  the  needy — This  proves  no  defign. 

Pref.  O'l  the  twenty-eighth  a  great  number  of  the  nobles  and  military  came  into  your 
apartments  in  the  caltle  of  the  Thuilleries,  to  favour  that  efcape :  you  wanted  to  quit  Pa- 
ris, on  the  tenth  of  April,  to  go  to  St.  Cloud. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis. 

This  accufation  is  abfurd. 

Pre/.  But  the  refiftance  of  the  citizens  made  you  fenfible  that  their  diftruit  was  great  ; 
you  endeavoured  to  difcard  it,  by  communicating  to  the  conftituent  aflembly  a  letter 
which  you  addrefTed  to  the  agents  of  the  nation  with  foreign  powers,  to  announce  to  them, 
that  you  had  freely  accepted  the  constitutional  articles,  which  had  been  prefented 
to  you;  and,  nptwitbftanding,  on  the  21ft  you  took  flight  with  a  falfe  paflport.  You 
left  behind  a  proteft  againft  the  felf-fame  conftitutional  articles  ;  you  ordered  the  minif- 
ters  to  fign  none  of  the  acts  iflued  by  the  national  aflembly  ;  and  you  forbade  the  minif- 
ter  of  juftice  to  deliver  up  the  feals  of  ft  ate.  The  public  money  was  lavifhed  to  in- 
furc  the  fuccefs  of  this  treachery  ;  and  the  public  force  was  to  protect:  it,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Bouille,  who  fhortly  before  had  been  charged  with  the  maflacre  of  Nancy,  and  to 
whom  you  Svrote  on  this  head,  "  to  take  care  of  his  popularity,  becaufe  it  would  be  offer- 
vice  to  you."  Thefe  facts  are  proved  by  the  memorial  of  the  twenty-third  of  February, 
with  marginal  comments  in  your  own  hand- writing;  by  your  declaration  of  the  twen- 
tieth of  June,  wholly  in  your  own  hand-writing  ;  by  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  September 
1790  to  Bouille;  and  by  a  note  of  the  latter,  in  which  he  gives  you  an  account  of  the 
ufe  he  made  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand  livres,  given  by  you,  and  employ- 
ed partly  in  trepanning  the  troops  who  were  to  efcort  you. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? 

Louis.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  memorial  of  the  23d  of  February.    As 

to  what  relates  to  my  journey  to  Varennes,  I  appeal  to  my  declaration  to  the  commif- 
faries  of  the  conftituent  aflembly  at  that  period. 

Pref.  After  your  detention  at  Varennes,  the  exercife  of  the  executive  power  was,  for 
a  moment,  fufpended  in  your  hands,  and  you  again  formed  a  confpiracy.  On  the  feven- 
teenth  of  July  the  blood  of  citizens  was  filed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  A  letter,  in  your 
own  hand-writing,  written  in  1790,  to  La  Fayette,  proves  that  a  criminal  coalition  fub- 
fifted  between  you  and  La  Fayette,  to  which  Mirabeau  acceded.  Therevifion  began  un- 
der thefe  cruel  aufpices;  all  kinds  of  corruptions  were  made  ufe  of.  You  have  paid  for 
libels,  pamphlets,  and  newfpapers,  defigned  to  corrupt  the  public  opinion,  to  difcredit 
the  aflignats,  and  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the  emigrants.  The  regifters  of  Septeuil  ftiew 
what  immenfe  fums  have  been  made  ufe  of  in  thefe  liberticide  manoeuvres. — What  have 

you 
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you  to  anfwcr? — —-Louis.  What  happened  on  the  feventeenth  of  July  has  nothing  at  all 
to  do  with  me.      I  know  nothing  oi  it. 

Pre/.  You  feemed  to  accept  the  conftitution  on  the  fourteenth  of  September  ;  your 
fpeeches  announced  an  intention  of  fupporting  it,  and  you  were  bufy  in  overturning  it, 
even  before  it  was  completed.  A  convention  was  entered  into  at  Pilnitz,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  between  Leopold  of  Auftria,  and  Frederic- William  of  Brandenburgh,  who 
pledged  themfelves  to  re-eredl:  in  France  the  throne  of  abfolute  monarchy,  and  you  were 
filent  upon  this  convention  till  the  moment  when  it  was  known  by  all  Europe — What 

have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.   I  made  it  known  as  foon  as  it  came  to  my  knowledge  ; 

befides,  every  thing  that  refers  to  this  fubjec"r.  concerns  the  minifter. 

Prcf.  Aries  had  hoifted  the  ftandard  of  rebellion  ;  you  favoured  it  by  fending  three  ci- 
vil commiffaries,  who  made  it  their  bufinefs,  not  to  reprefs  the   counter-revolutionifts, 

but  to  juftify  their  proceedings — What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis.  The  inftrucTions 

which  were  given  to  the  commiffaries  muft  prove  what  was  their  miffion  ;  and  I  knew 
none  of  them,  when  the  minifters  propofed  them  to  me. 

Pref.  Avignon,  and  the  county  of  Venaiffin,  had  been  united  with -f  ranee;  you  cauf- 
ed  the  decree  to  be  executed  ;  but  a  month  after  that  time  civil  war  defolated  that  coun- 
try. The  commiffaries  you  fent  thither  helped  to  ravage  it — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? 
Louis.  I  do  not  remember  what  delay  has  been  caufed  in  the  execution  of  the  de- 
cree; befides,  this  occurrence  has  no  perfonal  reference  to  me — it  only  concerns  thofe 
that  have  been  fent,  not  thofe  who  fent  them. 

Pref.  Nimes,  Montauban,  Mende,  Jales,  felt  great  fhocks  during  the  firft  days  of  free- 
dom. You  did  nothing  to  ftifle  thofe  germens  of  counter-revolution,  till  the  moment 
when  Salliant's  confpiracy  became  manifeftly  notorious. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? 
Louis.  I  gave,  in  this  refpedt,  all  the  orders  which  were  propofed  to  me  by  the  mi- 
nifters. 

Pref.  You  fent  twenty-two  battalions  againft  the  Marfeillois,  who  marched  to  reduce 

the  counter-revolutionifts  of  Aries. — What  have  you  to  anfwer?— Louis.   I  ought  to 

have  the  pieces  referring  to  this  matter,  to  give  a  juft  anfwer. 

Pref.  You  gave  the  fouthern  command  to  Witgenftein,  who  wrote  to  you  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  April  1792,  after  he  had  been  recalled  :  "  A  few  inftants  more,  and  I 
"  fhall  call  around  the  throne  of  your  majefty,]thoufands  of  French,  who  are  again  become 
*'  worthy  of  the  wifhes  you  form  for  their  happinefs." — What  have  you    to    anfwer? 

Louis.   This  letter  is  dated  lince  his  recall  ;  he  has  not  been  employed  fince.     I  do 

not  recollect  this  letter. 

Prcf.  You  paid  your  late  life  guards  at  Coblentz;  the  regifters  of  Septeuil  atteft  this  ; 
and  general  orders  figned  by  you,  prove,  that  you  fent  confiderable  remittances  to  Bouille, 
Rochefort,  Vauguyon,  Choifeul,_Beaupre,  Hamilton,  and  the  wife  of  Polignac — What 

have 
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have  you  to  anfwer  ?  ■  ■  ■  Louis.  When  I  firft  learnt  that  my  life-guards  aflembled  be- 
yond the  Rhine,  I  flopped  their  pay  ;  as  to  the  reft,  I  do  not  remember. 

Pref.  Your  brothers,  enemies  to  the  ftate,  caufed  the  emigrants  to  rally  under  their 
banners:  they  raifed  regiments,  took  up  loans,  and  concluded  alliances  in  your  name  : 
you  did  not  difclaim  them,  but  at  the  moment  when  you  were  fully  certain  that  you  could 
no  longer  crofs  their  projects,  your  intelligence  with  them  by  a  note,  written  by  Louis 
Staniflaus  Xavier,  figned  by  your  two  brothers,  was  conceived  in  thefe  words : 

"  I  wrote  to  you,  but  it  was  by  poft,  and  I  could  fay  nothing.  We  are  two  here, 
"  who  make  but  one;  one  in  fentiments,  one  in  principles,  one  in  zeal  of  ferving 
*'  you.  We  keep  filence  ;  becaufe,  were  we  to  break  it  too  foon,  it  would  injure 
**  you  :  but  we  fhall  fpeak  as  foon  as  we  fhall  be  certain  of  general  fupport,  and 
u  that  moment  is  near.  If  we  are  fpoken  to  on  the  part  of  thofe  people,  we  {hall 
"  hear  nothing;  but  if  on  your  part,  we  will  liften :  we  fhall  purfue  our  road 
41  ftraight;  it  is  therefore  defired  that  you  will  enable  us  to  fay  fomething  ;  do  not 
11  ftand  on  ceremonies.  Be  eafy  about  your  fafety  ;  we  only  exift  to  ferve  you  ; 
"  we  are  eagerly  occupied  with  this  point,  and  all  goes  on  well;  even  our  eiw- 
"  mies  feel  themfelves  too  much  interefted  in  your  prefervation  to  commit' an 
**  ufelefs  crime  which  would  terminate  in  their  own  deftrudtion.     Adieu. 

•'  L.  S.  Xavier  and  Charles  Phillippe." 

What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.   I  difowned  all  the  proceedings  of  my  brothers, 

according  as  the  conftitution  prefcribed  me  to  do,  and  from  the  moment  they  came  to  my 
knowledge.     Of  this  note  I  know  nothing. 

Pref.  The  foldiers  of  the  line,  who  were  to  be  put  on  the  war  eftablifhment,  confift- 
ed  but  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men  at  the  end  of  December,  you  therefore  neglected 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  from  abroad.  Narbonne  required  a  levy  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  but  be  flopped  the  recruiting  at  fix-and-twenty  thoufand,  in  giving  af- 
furances  that  all  was  ready  ;  yet  there  was  no  truth  in  thefe  aflurances.  Servan  propofed 
after  him  to  form  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men  near  Paris ;    it   was  decreed  by 

the  legiflative    afTembly  ;  you  refufed  your  fandVion. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? 

Louis.  I  had  given  to  the  minifters  all  the  orders  for  expediting  the  augmentation  of  the 
army  :  in  the  month  of  December  laft,  the  returns  were  laid  before  the  AiTembly.  If 
they  deceived  themfelves,  it  is  not  my  fault. 

Pref.  A  flight  of  patriotifm  made  the  citizens  repair  to  Paris  from  all  quarters;  you  if- 
fued  a  proclamation,  tendiag  to  ftop  their  march  ;  at  the  fame  time  our  camps  were  with- 
out foldiers.  Dumourier,  the  fucceflbr  of  Servan,  declared,  that  the  nation  had  neither 
arms,  ammunition,  nor  provifions,  and  that  the  pofts  were  left  defencelefs.  You  waited 
to  be  urged  by  a  requeft  made  to  the  minifter  Lajard,  when  the  legiflative  afTembly  wifhed 
to  point  out  the  means  of  providing  for  the  external  fafety  of  the  ftate,  by  propofmg  a 
levy  of  forty-two  battalions.     You  gave  commiflion  to  the  commanders  of  the  troops 

5  A  to 
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to  difband  the  army,  to  force  whole  regiments  to  defert,  and  to  make  them  pafs  the 
Rhine,  to  put  them  at  the  difpofal  of  your  brothers,  and  of  Leopold  of  Auftria,  with 
whom  you  had  intelligence.     This  fact  is  proved  by  the  letter  of  To'ulougeon,  governor 

of  Tranche  Comte. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.  I  know  nothing  of  this  eir- 

cumftance;  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this  charge. 

Pre/.  You  charged  your  diplomatical  agents  to  favour  this  coalition  of  foreign  powers 
and  your  brothers,  againft  France,  and  efpecially  to  cement  the  peace  between  Turkey  and 
Auftria,  and  to  procure  thereby  a  larger  number  of  troops  againft  France  from  the  latter.  A 
letter  of  Choifeul-Gouffier,  ambaffador  at  Constantinople,  verifies  the  fact. — What  have 

you  to  anfwer? Louis.  M.  Choifeul  did  not   fpeak  the  truth:    no  fuch  thing  has 

ever  been. 

Pre/.  The  Pruffians  advanced  againft  our  frontiers :  your  minifter  was  fummoned,  or* 
the  eighth  of  July,  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  our  political  relations  with  Pruf- 
fia  ;  you  anfwered,  on  the  tenth,  that  fifty  thoufand  Pruffians  were  marching  againft  us». 
and  that  you  gave  notice  to  the  legiflative  body  of  the  formal  acts  of  the  pending  hofti- 

t»es,  in  conformity  to  the  conftitution. — What    have  you  to  anfwer? Louis.   It  was 

only  at  that  period  I  had  knowledge  of  it :  all  the  correfpondence  paffed  with  the  minifters. 

Pref.  You  entrufted  d'Abancourt,  the  nephew  of  Calonne,  with  the  department  of 
war;  and  fuch  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  your  confpiracy,  that  the  pofts  of  Longwy  and 
Verdun  were  furrendered  to  the  enemy  at  the  moment  of  their  appearance. — What  have 

you  to  anfwer? Louis.  I  did  not  know  that  d'Abancourt  was  M.  Calonne's  nephew; 

I  have  not  diverted  the  pofts.  I  would  not  have  permitted  myfelf  fuch  a  thing;  I  know 
nothing  of  it,  if  it  has  been  fo. 

Pref.  You  have  deftroyed  our  navy — a  vaft  number  of  officers  belonging  to  that  corpa. 
had  emigrated,  there  fcarcely  remained  any  to  do  duty  hi  the  harbours ;  meanwhile  Ber- 
trand  was  granting  paflports  every  day  ;  and  when  the  legiflative  body  reprefented  to  you 
his  criminal  conduct  on  the  eighth  of  March,  you  anfwered,  that  you- were  fatisfied  with 

his  fervices. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  retain  the 

officers.  As  to  M.  Bertrand,  fince  the  legiflative  affembly  prefented  no  complaint  againft 
him,  that  might  have  put  him  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  turn  him 
out  of  office. 

Pref.  You  have  favoured  the  maintenance  of  abfolute  government  in  the  colonies; 
yo«r  agents  fomented  troubles  and  counter-revolutions  throughout  them,  which  took 
place  at  the  fame  epoch  when  it  w.-js  to  have  been  brought  about  in  France,  which  indi- 
cates plainly  that  you  were  concerned  in  this  plot. —  What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? 

Louis.  If  there  are  any  of  my  agents  in  the  colonies,  they  have  not  fpoken  the  truth  ; 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  what  you  have  juft  mentioned. 

Pref  The  interior  of  the  ftate  was  convulfed  by  fanatics ;  you  avowed  yourfelf  their 
prote&or,  in   manifefting  your  evident  intention  of  recovering  by   them  your  ancient 

power. 
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power.— What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis.  I  cannot  anfwer  to  this;  I  know  no- 
thing of  fuch  a  project. 

Pre/.  The  legiflative  body  had  paffed  a  decree  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January, 
againft  the   factious  priefts,  you  fufpended  its  execution. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? 

Louis.  The  conftitution  referved  to  me  the  free  right  to  refufe  my  fanctioa  of  the 

decrees. 

Pre/.  The  troubles  had  encreafed  ;  the  minifter  declared  that  lie  knew  no  means,  in 
the  laws  extant,  to  arraign  the  guilty.  The  legiflative  body  enacted  a  frefh  decree, 
which  you  likewife  fufpended. — What  have  you  to  fay  to  this? To  this  Louis  re- 
plied in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  preceding  charge. 

Pre/.  The  uncitizen-like  conduct  of  the  guards  whom  the  conftitution  had  granted 
you,  had  rendered  it  neceffary  to  difband  them.  The  day  after,  you  fent  them  a  letter 
expreflive  of  your  fatisfa&ion,  and  continued  their  pay.     This  fact  is  proved  by   the 

treafurer  of  the  civil  lift. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? Louis.  I  only  continued  them 

in  pay  till  frefli  ones  could  be  raifed,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  decree. 

Pre/.  You  kept  near  your  perfon  the  Swifs  guards  :  the  conftitution  forbade  vou  this, 
and  the  legiflative  affembly  had  exprefsly  ordained  their  departure.  What  have  you  to 
anfwer. Louis.   I  have  executed  all  the  decrees  that  have  been  enaded  in  this  refpect. 

Pref.  You  had  private  companies  at  Paris,  charged  to  operate  movements  ufcful  to 
your  projects  of  a  counter-revolution.  d'Aigremont  and  Gilles  were  two  of  your 
agents,  who  had  falaries  from  the  civil  lift.  The  receipts  of  Gilles,  who  was  ordered  to 
raife  a  company  of  fixty  men,  fhall  be  prefented  to  you. — What  have  you  to  anfwer? 
Louis.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  projects  laid  to  their  charge  ;  the  idea 
of  a  counter  revolution  never  entered  into  my  mind. 

Pref.  You  wiftied  to  fuborn,  with  confiderable  fums,  feveral  members  of  the  legifla- 
tive and  constituent  aflemblies.     Letters  from  Saint  Leon,  and  others,  evince  the  reality 

of  thefe  deeds.— What  have  you  to  anfwer  ? Louis.  Several  perfons  prefented  them- 

felves  with  fimilar  decrees,  but  I  have  waved  them. 

Pref.   Who  are  they  that  piefented  you  thofe  projects? Louis.  The  plans  were  fo 

vague  that  I  do  not  recollect  them  now. 

Pref.  Who  are  thofe  to  whom  you  gave  money  ? Louis.  I  gave  money  to  nobody. 

Pref.  You  fuffered  the  French  name  to  be  reviled  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain  ;  fincc 
you  omitted  to.  demand  fatisfaction  for  the  bad  treatment  which  the  French  (uflired  in 
thofe  countries.— What  have  you  to  anfwer  1—— Louis.  The  diplomatic  correspondence 
will  prove  the  contrary  ;  befides,  this  was  a  concern  of  the  minifters. 

Pref.  You  reviewed  the  Swifs  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing;  and  the  Swifs  were  the  firft  who  fired  upon  the  citizens. Louis.  I  went  on  that 

day  to  review  all  the  troops  that  were  affembled  about  me;  the  conftituted  authorities 
were  with  me,  the  department,  the  mayor,  and  municipality  4  I  had  even  invited  thither 

5  A  2  a  depu- 
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a  deputation  of  the  National  Affembly,  and  I  afterwards  repaired  into  the  midft  of  them 
with  my  family. 

Prrf.  Why  did  you  draw  troops  to  the  caftlc  ? Louis.  All  the  conftituted  authori- 
ties fuw  that  the  caftle  was  threatened-,  and  as  I  was  a  conftituted  authority,  I  had  a 
light  to  defend  mylclt. 

Pre/.  Why  did  you  fummon  the  mayor  of  Paris,  in  the  night  between  the  ninth  and 
tenth  of  Auguft,  to  the  caftle? Louis.  On  account  of  the  reports  that  were  cir- 
culated. 

Prcf.   You  have  caufed  the  blood  of  the  French  to  be  fhed. Louis.  No,  Sir,  not  I. 

Pre/.  You  authorized  Septeuil  to  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  corn,  fugar,  and 
coffee  at  Hamburgh.  This  fa£t  is  proved  by  a  letter  of  Septeuil. Louis.  1  know  no- 
thing of  what  you  fay. 

Pre/.  Why  did  you  affix  a   veto  on  the  decree  which  ordained  the  formation  of  a 

camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men  ? Louis.  The  conftitution  left  to  me  the  free  right  of 

refufing  my  fancTion  of  the  decrees  ;  and  even  from  that  period  I  had  demanded  the  af- 
fembling  of  a  camp  at  Soiflbns. 

Prefident,   \_addre//ing  the  Convention.]      "The  charges  are  done  with." — [To  Louis.] 

Louis,  is  there  any  thing  that  you  wifh  to  add  ? Louis.  I  requeft  a  communication  of 

the  charges  which   I    have  heard,  and  of  the  pieces  relating  thereto,   and  the  liberty  of 
choofmg  counfel  for  my  defence. 

Valaze,  who  fat  near  the  bar,  prefented  and  read  to  Louis  Capet  the  pieces,  viz.  The 
memoire  of  La  Porte  and  Mirabeau,  and  fome  others,  containing  plans  of  a  counter-re- 
volution.  Louis.  I  difown  them. 

Valazv.  Letter  of  Louis  Capet,  dated  June  the  twenty-ninth,  1790,  fettling  his  con- 
nections with  Mirabeau  and  La  Fayette,  to  effecT:  a  revolution  in  the  conftitution. — 
— Louis.  I  referve  to  myfelf  to  anfwer  the  contents. — {Valaze  read  the  letter.  ~\ — It  is  only 
a  plan,  in  which  there  is  no  queftion  about  a  counter-revolution;  the  letter  was  not  to 
have  been  fent. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  Louis  Capet,  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  April,  relative  to  converfa- 
tions  about  the  Jacobins,  about  the  prefident  of  the  committee  of  finances,  and  the  com~ 
mittee  of  domains  ;  it  is  dated  by  the  hand  of  Louis  Capet. Louis.  I  difown  it. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  La  Porte,  of  Thurfday  morning,  the  third  of  March,  marked  in 
the  margin,  in  the  hand- writing  of  Louis  Capet,  with  "  March  3d,  179 1,"  implying  a 
pretended  rupture  between  Mirabeau  and  the  Jacobins." — ■ — Louis.  I  difown  it. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  La  Porte,  without  date,  in  his  hand-writing,  but  marked  in  the 
margin  by  the  hand  of  Louis  Capet,  containing  particulars  refpecYing  the  laft  moments- 
of  Mirabeau,  and  expreffing  the  caie  that  had  been  taken  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge 
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of  men,  fome  pipers  of  great  concern  which  had  been  depofited  with  Mirabeau.-— 
—Louis.   I  difown  it,  as  well  as  the  reft. 

Valaze.  Plan  of  a  cOnftitution,  or  revifion  of  the  conftitution,  figned  "  La  Fayette," 
addreffed  to  Louis  Capet,  April  the  fixth,  1790,  marked  in  the  margin  with  a  line  in  his. 
own  hand-writing. Louis.  Thefe  things  have  been  blotted  out  by  the  coniVitution. 

Valaze.  Do  you  know  this  writing  ? Louis.  I  do  not. 

Valaze.   Your  marginal  comments  ?- Louis.   I  do  not. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  La  Porte  of  the  nineteenth  of  April,  marked  in  the  margin  by  Louis 

Capet,    "  April    19th,    1791,"  mentioning    a    converfation    with    Rivarol. Louis.  I 

difown  it. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  La  Porte,  marked  "April  16th,  1 791 ,  in  which  it  feems  complaints 
are  made  of  Mirabeau,  the  abbe  Perigord,  Andre,  and  Beaumetz,  who  do  not  feem  to  ac- 
knowledge facrifices  made  for  their  fake. — : — Louis.  T  difown  it  likewife. 

Valaze.  Letter  of  La  Porte  of  the  twenty-third  of  February,  1791,  marked  and  dated- 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Louis  Capet ;  a  memorial  annexed  to  it,  refpecVtng  the  means  of 
his  gaining  popularity. Louis.  I  know  neither  of  thefe  pieces. 

Valaze.  Several  pieces  without  fignatures,  found  in  the  caftle  of  the  Thuilleries,  in 
the  fecret  repofitory  in  the  walls  of  the  palace,  relating  to  the  expences  to  gain  that 
popularity. 

Pre/.  Previous  to  an  examination  on  this  fubje<St,  I  wifh  to  afk  a  preliminary  quef- 
tion  : — Have  you  caufed  a  prefs  with  an  iron  door  to  be  conftrudted  in  the  caftle  of  the 
Thuilleries,  and  had  you  your  papers  locked  up  in  that  prefs  ?  ■  Louis.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  it  whatever. 

Valaze.  Here  is  a  day-book  written  by  Louis  Capet  himfelf,  containing  the  penfions 
he  had  granted  out  of  his  coffer  from  1776  till  1792,  in  which  are  obferved  fome  dou- 
ceurs granted  to  Acloque. Louis.  This  I  own  ;  but  it  conlifts  of  charitable  donations 

which  I  have  made. 

Valaze.  Different  lifts  of  fums  paid  to  the  Scotch  companies  of  Noailles,  Gramont, 

Montmorency,  and  Luxemburgh,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  1791. Louis.  This  is  prior 

to  the  epoch  when  I  forbade  them  to  be  paid. 

Pref.  Louis,  where  had  you  depofited  thofe  pieces  which  you  own  ?  ■  Lwis,  With 
my  treafurer. 

Valaze.  Do  you  know  thefe  penfion  lifts  of  the  lifeguards,  the  one  hundred  Swifs,  and 
the  king's  guards  for  1792  ?— — Louis.  I  do  not, 

Vakze.  Several  pieces  relative  to  the  confpiracy  of  the  camp  of  J ales,  the  originals  of: 

which. 
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which  are  dcpofitcJ  among  the  records  of  the  department  of  l'Ardcche.— —  Louis.  I 
have  not  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of  them. 

Vala~c.  Letter  of  Bouille,  dated  Mentz,  hearing  an  account  of  nine  hundred  andnine- 
ty-throc  thoufand  livres,  received  of  Louis  Capet.— —-Louis.  Idifown  it. 

Valaze.  An  order  for  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  livres,  figned 

'*  Louis,"    endorfed  "Le  Bonneirs,"  with  a  letter  and  billet  of  the  fame. Louis.  I 

difown  it. 

Valaze.  Two  pieces  relative  to  a  prefent  made  to  the  wife  of  Polignac,  and  to  La- 
Vauguyon  and  Choifeul. Louis.  I  difown  them  as  well  as  the  others. 

Valaze.  Here  is  a  note  figned  by  the  two  brothers  of  the  late  king,  mentioned  in  the 
declaratory  aft. Louis.   I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Valaze.  Here  are  pieces  relating  to  the  affair  of  Choifeul- Goufficr,  at  Conftantinople. 
-   ■    Louis.   I  have  no  knowledge  of  them. 

Valaze.  Here  is  a  letter  of  the  late  king  to  the  bifhop  of  Clermont,  with  the  anfwer 
of  the  latter,  of  the  fixteenth  of  Apri:,  1791. Louis.  I  difown  it. 

Pre/.  Do  you  not  acknowledge  your  writing  and  your  fignet  ? —Louis.  I  do  not. 

Pre/.  The  feal  bears  the  arms  of  France. Louis.  Several  perfons   made   ufe  of 

that   feal. 

Valaze.  Do  you  acknowledge  this  lift  of  fums  paid  to  Gilles?— —  Louis.  I  do  not. 

Valaze.  Here  is  a  memorandum  for  indemnifying  the  civil  lift  tor  the  military  pen- 
fions ;  a  letter  of  Dufrefne  Saint  Leon,  which  relates  to  it.— — Louis.  I  know  none  of 
thefe  pieces. 

The  pre  fi  dent  again  announced,  that  he  had  no  more  queftionsto  afk;  and  defired  to  know 
whether  Louis  had  any  thing  farther  to  add.  Louis  replied  as  before,  that  he  defired  to  have 
copies  of  the  accufations,  as  well  as  of  all  papers  intended  to  ferve  as  proofs,  and  that 
he  might  be  allowed  counfel  for  his  defence.  Louis  now  retired,  and  after  a  debate 
on  the  latter  part  of  his  requeft,  it  was  decreed,  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  coutrlel.  The 
king  was  re-condu&ed  to  the  Temple  in  the  fame  carriage,  and  with  the  fame  attendants, 
that  he  had  when  he  came  to  the  affembly.  The  crowd  in  the  ffreets  was  greater  than  in 
the  morning  ;  the  continued  cries  of  Vive  la  Republique  !  accompanied  the  coach  from  the 
affembly  haH  to  the  Temple,  and  the  cry  A  la  Guillotine6*  !  was  alfo  heard  more  frequently 

than 

'  6*  Since  the  entire  abrogation  of  the  former  code  of  criminal  as  well  as  civil  legiflation,  and  the  afcendancy  of 
the  prefent  prevailing  party  in  Paris,  all  former  methods  of  depriving  the  wretched  victims  of  life  have  been  found 
much  too  tedious  to  keep  pace  with  the  tribunals  in  their  condemnations.  An  ingenious  artift  has  therefore  eon- 
ftructed  an  inftrument  of  death  on  the  following  plan  -• 

It 
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than  in  the  morning,  but  lefs  fo  than  was  expected  by  thofe   who   had   taken    fo   much 
pains  to  irritate  the  populace- againft  him. 

In  the  coach,  the  king  afked  Chaumet,  the  Procureur  Syndic,  "  If  he  thought  the 
■'  Convention  would  allow  him  to  have  counfel."  This  man,  by  the  account  which  he 
afterwards  gave  of  what  pafTed,  anfwered  fhortly,  "  that  his  duty  was  to  conduct  him  to 
"  and  from  the  aiTembly,  and  not  to  anfwer  queftions."  When  he  arrived  at  the  Temple, 
and  was  in  his  apartment,  he  fent  a  meffage  defiring  to  fpeak  to  the  Mayor,  who,  being 
in  his  carriage,  and  ready  to  drive  away,  immediately  obeyed  the  fummons,  and  afcended 
to  the  king's  chamber.  "  I  hope,"  faid  he  to  Chambon,  "  that  you  will  not  delay  to  let 
"  me  know,  whether  I  am  allowed  counfel."  The  Mayoi  replied,  "  that  he  might  rely 
««  upon  being  informed  as  foon  as  poffible  ;  adding,  that  he  was  perfuaded  the  Convention 
"  were  too  juft  to  refufe  to  him  what  the  law  allowed  to  all." 

Every  member  of  the  Convention  did  not  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Mayor;  about  thir- 
ty or  forty  deputies  of  the  faction  called  the  Mountain,  were  againft  granting  that  requeft, 
and  oppofed  it  by  the  mod  indecent  clamours;  but  finding  their  efforts  vain,  they  next 
infifted  that  he  fhould  be  allowed  only  one  perfon  for  counfel.  The  great  majority  on 
the  contrary  were  for  allowing  him  three;  the  debate  became  fo  tumultuous,  that  the 
Prefident  was  obliged  to  put  on  his  hat  64:  the  Mountain  was  at  laft  obliged  to  relinquish 
this  fhameful  attempt :  and  it  was  decreed  that  the  king  fhould  have  counfel,  without  li- 
miting the  number,  and  that  a  mefFage  fhould  inftantly  be  fent  to  inform  him  of  this. 
One  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  his  having  counfel,  propofed  that  two  of  the  fervants 
of  the  AfTembly  fhould  carry  this  meffage  ;  but  the  Convention  ordered  four  of  their 
members  for  that  purpofe. 

After  the  Mayor  left  the  Temple,  the  king  immediately  examined  the  Conftltution,  of 
which  he  had  a  copy,  and  faid  to  theCommiffioner,  who  was  now  alone  with  him,  "  Yes, 

It  is  in  form  of  a  painter's  eafel,  and  about  ten  feet  high  ;  at  four  feet  from  the  bottom  is  a  crofs  bar,  on  which 
the  fufferer  lays  his  head,  which  is  kept  down  by  another  bar  placed  above.  In  the  inner  edges  of  the  frame  are 
grooves,  in  which  is  placed  an  axe,  with  a  weight,  fupported  at  the  fummit  by  a  peg.  The  fufferer  is  firft  tied  to 
a  plank,  of  about  eighteen  inches  broad,  and  an  inch  thick,  Handing  upright,  fattened  with  cords  about  the  arms, 
belly,  and  legs  ;  this  plank  is  about  four  feet  long,  and  comes  almoft  up  to  the  chin  ;  the  executioner  then  lays  him 
en  his  belly  on  the  bench,  lifts  up  the  upper  part  of  the  board,  which  receives  his  neck,  adjufts  his  head,  then  fhuts 
the  board,  and  pulls  a  cord,  fattened  to  the  peg  at  the  top  of  the  machine,  which  lifts  up  a  catch  :  the  axe  then  falls, 
and  the  head,  which  is  fevered  in  a  moment,  is  received  in  a  bafket  ready  for  the  purpofe,  as  is  the  body  ire 
another. 

The  Republic  cannot,  however,  boaft  of  the  primary  invention  of  this  machine,  though  they  ttand  '-.nrivalled 
in  the  frequent  ufe  of  it ;  an  inftrument  of  this  conftruclion  was  made  in  England,  under  the  name  of  Thx  Maiden, 
though  we  believe,  fave  one  inttance,  it  never  was  exhibited  :  it  has,  however,  been  of  excellent  fervice  in  furnish- 
ing the  hint  to  this  nation  of  republicans. 

9*  This  is  afignal  to  order,  never  given  but  mcafes  of  great  confufion,  and  is  generally  ofceyed. 

"  I  find 
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«  1  find  that  the  law  allows  me  counfel  ;  but  may  I  not  alfo  be  allowed  the  fatisfa&ion 
™  of  having  my  family  with  me  ?"  The  commiffioner  anfwered,  "That  he  did  not  know, 
«  but  would  go  and  confult  the  committee."  He  went  accordingly,  and  returned  foon 
after  ;  he  informed  the  king  that  he  could  not  fee  his  family.—"  That  is  hard,"  faid  the 
ki,1g_<'  but  my  fon,  they  will  not  deny  me  the  comfort  of  his  company  at  leaft  :  he  is 
«<  a  child,  Sir,  of  only  feven  years  of  age."  "  The  committee  have  declared,"— re- 
plied the  commiffioner— "  that  you  mail  have  no  communication  with  your  family— 
"  your  fon  is  of  your  family."  The  commiffioner  left  the  king,  and  went  to  the 
queen's  apartment,  where  all  the  royal  family  were.  The  queen  immediately  afked,  if 
they  might  not  all  wait  on  the  king,  who  they  knew  was  returned  from  the  Conven- 
tion.    The  commiffioner  gave  the  fame  anfwer  he  had  given  to  the  king.     "  At  leaft," 

faid  the  queen—"  let  him  have   the  company  of  this  child  ;  pray  allow  his  fon  to  go 

to  him."  The  commiffioner  replied,  "  That  as  the  child  could  not  be  with  both,  it  was 
"  beft  that  the  perfon  who  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  greater  courage  fhould  fuffer 
"  the  privation  :  befides," — he  added — "  a  child  of  his  age  has  mo.c  need  of  the  care  of 
•*  a  mother  than  of  a  father." 

The  following  day  four  members  of  the  Convention  waited  upon  Louis,  and  informed 
him,  that  it  was  decreed  he  fhould  be  allowed  counfel ;  and  requeftxd  him  to  name  them. 
His  choice  fell  upon  three  diftinguilhed  advocates,  MefTrs.  Tronchet,  Lamoignon  Malef- 
herbes65, and  Defeze;  he  had  previoufly  applied  to  M.  Target,  who  excufed  himfelf 
on  account  of  his  infirmity69.     Louis  was  fpeedily  furnilhed  with  the  papers  he  wifhed 

1  for, 


65  Monfieur  de  Lamoignon-Malefherbes,  is  a  man  of  an  amiable  and  refpectable  character  ;  of  diftinguilhed 
fenfe,  probity,  and  learning  ;  of  one  of  the  chief  families  of  what  was  called  the  Robe  in  France  ;  he  is  grand- 
fon  of  the  chancellor  Lamoignon,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Boileau,  Racine,  and  other  men  of  genius  in  the 
■reign  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth.  The  prefent  Monfieur  de  Malefherbes  diftinguilhed  himfelf  towards  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth,  by  fome  very  eloquent  and  courageous  remonftrances  which  he  drew  up  when  he 
was  firft  prefident  of  the  Cour  des  slides,  and  for  which  he  was  banifhed.  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Lewis 
the  Sixteenth,  he  fucceeded  Monfieur  de  Saint  Florentin  in  the  miniftry  ;  but  afterwards,  for  reafons  which  are 
varioufly  ftated,  he  defired  and  obtained  leave  to  retire.  This  refpectable  man  was  in  his  feventy-fecond  year;  his 
generous  offer  to  be  counfel  for  the  king  gained  him  the  applaufe  of  the  public,  and  formed  a  contrail,  greatly  in 
his  favour,  with  the  cautious  conduct  of  M.  Target,  which  has  been  condemned  by  all  parties.  Even  the  PoiJJardu 
of  Paris  marked  the  difference,  went  in  a  body  and  hung  garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the  gate  of  Monfieuf  de 
Malefherbes,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  Monfieur  Target,  to  infult  him  in  a  manner  peculiar  t9 
themfelves.     Fortunately  for  him,  he  was  advertifed  of  their  intention,  and  made  his  efcape. — Mtorc. 

65  To  fhevv,  in  fome  {mall  degree,  the  clemency  of  the  city  of  Paris,  a  deputation  from  the  council  of  the  corn- 
jnune  uf  that  city,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention,  and  propofed  the  following  draft  of  a  decree,  which  they 
had  thought  proper  to  pafs,  reflecting  the  unfortunate  monarch  ;  but  which  that  body,  fanguinary  as  they  were, 
rejected  with  indignation.  By  this  decree,  the  king  was  to  have  no  commnnication  with  his  family ;  his  valet-de- 
■chambre  was  to  be  locked  up  with  him,  and  to  have  no  intercourfe  with  any  body  elfe  ;  his  counfel  were  to  be 
-ftrictly  examined^  even  in  the  moft  Jeer  a  parts  j   and,  after  having  thrown  off  the  cloaths  in  which  they  entered, 

they 
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for,  many  of  which  he  denied  that  he  knew,  or  had  fubfcribed,  or  noted,  which 
were  fliewn  to  him  as  his  own ;  fome  others  he  acknowledged,  but  propofed  to  make 
obfervations  upon  them.  The  penfion  to  the  widow  Favras  he  acknowledged,  but 
denied  that  he  had  patronized  her  hufband  ;  and  faid,  that  the  letter  of  thanks  to  Bouille, 
upon  the  affair  of  Nancy,  was  his,  but  that  the  conftituent  aflembly  had  alfo  given  him 
marks  of  their  fatisfa6lion  — He  was  now  permitted  to  fee  his  family,  but  the  children 
were  ordered  to  be  feparated  from  their  unfortunate  mother  and  aunt. 

We  cannot  forbear,  in  this  place,  to  give  one  inftance  of  the  frriclnefs  of  the  watch 
which  was  conftantly  kept  over  the  king;  and  his  majefty's  particular  regard  to  the  re- 
ligion he  profeffed.  We  (hall  give  it  in  the  words  of  the  report  made  by  one  of  the 
commiffioners  on  duty,  as  inferted  in  the  Proces-Verbal. 

*'  On  Tuefday  laft,  the  eighteenth  of  December,  you  appointed  me,  with  five  of  my 
"  colleagues,  to  be  one  of  the  guards  in  the  Temple.  As  foon  as  we  arrived  in  the 
"  tower,  they  made  us  draw  lots,  and  it  was  my  fate  to  be  fent  to  the  apartment  of  Louis. 
"  It  was  near  half  paft  eleven  at  night,  and  Louis  was  juft  gone  to  bed.  The  next 
"  morning  he  rofe,  according  to  cuftom,  between  feven  and  eight :  after  he  was  dreffed» 
"  he  took  a  book,  and  read  by  his  fire-fide.  After  having  read  about  half.an  hour,  he 
n  came  to  us,  and  defired  us  to  cut  open  two  leaves  that  ftuck  together.  My  colleague 
««  had  a  pen-knife,  and  made  ufeof  it  for  that  purpofe.  While  he  was  doing  it,  I  look- 
"  ed  at  the  book,  fuppofing  it  to  be  the  Grecian  or  Roman  hiftory,  Velleius  Paterculus 
"  or  Horace,  which  books  the  commune  had  fent  him;  but  judge  my  aftonifhment  when 
,{  I  faw  it  was  a  breviary.  Louis  returned  to  his  fire-fide  with  his  prayer-book,  and  con- 
"  tinued  reading  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Breakfaft  was  brought  up,  and  my  afto- 
«<  nifhmeht  was  as  great  when  I  heard  Louis  pronounce  thefe  words — "It  is  a  faft  to-day, 
«*  I  fhall  not  breakfaft."  Clery,  the  valet-de-chambre,  feeing  my  furprife,  came  and 
«'  whifpered  to  me — "  He  not  only  refufes  breakfaft,  but  he  will  not  even  fup :  this 
*'  morning,  while  I  was  dreffing  him,  he  ordered  fomething  very  light  for  his  evening 
*'  collation."  Thefe  details  will  appear  perhaps  too  minute;  for  my  part,  I  do  not 
"  think  them  indifferent,  as  they  give  a  key  to  the  moral  character  of  Louis,  and  prove 
"  at  leaft,  that  he  is  devout,  and  certainly  devotion  is  a  virtue  in  a  king.  About  eleven, 
"  two  of  my  colleagues  being  arrived,  Louis  went  up  to  them,  and  begged  they  would 
**  give  him  fome  news  of  his  family.  "  My  daughter,"  added  he,  "  is  fourteen  years 
"  old  to-day."     He  lifted  up   his  eyes  towards  heaven  ;  they  feemed  to  be  wet  with 


they  were  to  be  dreffedin  others  provided  for  them  in  the  Temple,  and  under  the  infpection  of  the  commiffioners 
who  attended  the  king,  and  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  Temple  till  after  fentence  was  pronounced.  It  was 
alfo  an  article  in  this  decree,  that  the  counfel  ftiould  take  an  oath  never  to  mention  any  tiling  they  heard  while  in 
the  Temple. 

5  B  "  tears  ; 
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tears;  and  he  repeated,  in  a  very  moving  tone  of  voice,  "  My  daughter  is  fourteen 
years  old,  to-day  !"  When  the  time  of  my  guard  in  the  apartment  of  Louis  was  ex- 
pired, 1  went  down  into  the  council  chamber  with  my  colleagues,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes we  heard  that  Louis  and  Antoinette  had  afked  for  fciflars,  one  to  cut  her  nails, 
and  the  other  to  cut  off*  his  beard,  which  was  exceedingly  long.  We  deliberated  about 
it,  and,  conformably  to  your  refolution,  we  refufed  the  fciflars.  The  three  cnunfel 
of  Louis,  Malefherbes,  Tronchet,  and  De  Seze,  came  in  the  afternoon  ;  they  fhut 
themfelves  up  with  Louis,  and  remained  in  his  chamber  about  four  or  five  hours.  It 
appears  that  they  fpoke  very  low,  for  we  could  not  hear  a  fingle  word  of  what  they 
faid.  Having  ended  my  fervice,  the  next  day,  Thurfday,  I  pafled  the  whole  day  in 
the  council  chamber  with  my  companion.  Four  deputies  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion came  to  communicate  to  Louis  fome  papers  relative  to  his  trial — After  having  ex- 
amined their  powers,  we  conducted  them  to  Louis.  They  did  not  imitate  the  three 
advocates  of  Louis  ;  they  fpoke  to  him,  in  our  prefence,  with  the  doors  open  :  they 
fhewed  him  feveral  papers  figned  by  him,  and  his  brothers.  **  That  writing,"  faid  he, 
is  very  like  my  brother's  hand,  this  is  like  mine  ;  I  cannot  however  affirm  that  they 
are  fo,  as  they  both  may  be  forged  ;  and,  befides,  I  don't,remember  having  figned  thofe 
papers."  He  anfwered  in  the  fame  ambiguous  language  to  all  the  other  queftions,  and 
ever  feemed  to  deny  rather  than  affirm.  I  had  returned  into  the  council  chamber 
with  my  companion,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  arrival  of  the  four  deputies,. 
Malefherbes  came  to.  us  himfelf,  fat  down  with  us  near  the  fire,  and  my  colleague  then 
made  the  following  obfervation  to  him:  "  The  permiffion  you  have  to  be  alone  with 

Louis  endangers  our  refponfibility,  and  we  are  forry  to  fee " — "  I  underftand 

you,"  interrupted  Malefherbes,  "  fearch  me,  if  you  defire  it." — "  The  law  forbids  us 
to  fearch  you." — "  In  that  cafe  I  fhall  do  it  myfelf." — He  then  (hewed  us  all  he  had 
in  his  waiftcoat  and  breeches  pockets,  a  few  keys,  and  fome  fix  livre  pieces,  &c.  "  I 
have  in  my  coat-pocket,"  faid  he,  "a  great  many  papers,  which  I  carry  to  the  king; 
I  carry  him  alfo  the  Moniteur,  and  feveral  newlpapers."  You  are  a  friend  to  Louis, 
faid  I,  how  can  you  let  him  read  journals  and  gazettes,  in  which  he  fees  daily  proofs  of 
the  juft  indignation  of  the  people  againff.  him?  "  The  king"  (he  always  ufed  the  ex- 
preffion,  the  king,  and  we  always  faid  Leuis)  is  a  man  of  an  elevated  character,  his, 
mind  isftrong  and  courageous,  and  he  is  fuperior  to  all  weaknefs." — "  We  believe  that 
you  are  an  honeft  man  ;  but  if  you  were  a  traitor,  you  might  carry  to  Louis  poifon  or 
concealed  arms  to  deftroy  himfelf" — "  I  carry  no  arms,  as  you  fee;  and,  befides,  be, 
under  no  apprehenfion  on  that  article  ;  if  the  king  were  a  philofopher,  if  he  were  of 
the  religion  of  the  ancient  Romans,  that  affixed  a  fort  of  honour  to  fuicide,  he  might 
kill  himfelf;  but  he  is  of  the  Catholic  religion,  that  forbids  it ;  he  is  pious,  and  a  true 
believer;  the  fear  of  incurring  the  wrath  of  God  will  (top  his  arm." 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  December,  the  ill-fated  Lewis  was  agaia 
fummonedto  the  bar  of  the  Convention;  he  left  the  Temple,  a  little  before  nine,  in  the 

mayor's 
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mayor's  coach,  ami  was  conducted  as  formerly  to  the  gate  of  the  Capuchins,  Rue  Saint 
Honore,  where  the  national  guards  formed  a  line,  through  which  he  walked  to  thecham- 
bre  des  conferences,  where  he  again  met  his  counfel.  General  Berruyer,  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  military  of  the  department  of  Paris,  with  all  the  field  officers  then  in 
the  capital,  who  were  not  otherwife  on  duty,  accompanied  the  king  on  horfeback  from  the 
Temple  to  the  afTembly  hall.  Berruyer  informed  the  prefident,  that  the  king  was  arrived. 
The  prefident  defired  he  might  be  conducted  to  the  bar;  which  was  done  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  :  Berruyer  and  Santerre  walked  firft,  the  mayor  of  Paris  and  the  procureur 
after  them,  and  the  kin?  with  Merits.  Malefherbes,  Tronchet,  and  Dc  Seze,  followed. 
The  prefident  faid,  "  Lewis,  the  Convention  has  e'ecreed  that  you  mould  be  ultimately 
"  heard  this  day."  Lewis  replied,  "  My  counfel  :s  going  to  fpeak  for  me  j"  pointed  to 
M.  De  Seze,  and  fat  down. 

De  Seze,  in  an  able  and  eloquent  fpeech,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abftrait,  faid, 

"  Citizens,  Representatives  of  the  Nation, 
"  The  moment  is  at  Itngth  arrived,  when  Louis,  accufed  in  the  name  of  the  French 
"  people,  and  furrounded  by  counfel,  granted  to  him  by  humanity  and  the  law,  is  about 
."  to  enter  on  his  defence  ! — The  filence  which  at  prefent  prevails,  gives  me  reafon  to 
"  think  thit  the  day  of  juftice  has  fucceeded  the  days  of  prejudice.  Unfortunate  kings 
*'  are  entitled  to  more  pity  and  more  refpect  than  the  unfortunate  in  other  ranks  of  life  ; 
"  and  he  who  formerly  occupied  the  moft  brilliant  thione  in  the  univerfe,  muft  excite  a 
**  ftill  greater  degree  of  intereft.  You  have  ordered  him  to  appear  before  you — he  has 
"  obeyed  with  calmnefs  and  dignity,  emboldened  by  his  innocence,  and  fupported  by  the 
*'  teftimony  of  his  whole  life.  He  has  revealed  to  us  even  his  thoughts.  In  difcufling 
u  without  preparation,  and  without  mature  examination,  charges  which  he  did  not  fore- 
"  fee;  and  being  obliged,  as  one  may  fay,  to  make  an  extempore  defence,  it  waslmpof- 
**  fible  for  Louis  not  to  declare  to  you  his  innocence.  This  I  fhalldemonftrate — I  fhall 
"  produce  proper  proofs  ;  and  I  fincerely  wifti  that  this  hall  could  be  inftantly  enlarged, 
.*'  that  the  multitude,  who  have  received  the  moft  fatal  impreffions  againft  Louis,  might 
'•  come  hither  to  receive  impreffions  of  a  contrary  nature.  Louis  knows  that  Europe  waits 
"  with  anxiety  for  the  fentence  you  are  about  to  pafs.  He  knows  that  it  will  be  handed 
"  down  to  pofterity  ;  but  he  confiders  only  his  contemporaries — like  him,  we  forget  pof- 
"  terity,  and  look  only  to  the  prefent  moment. 

"  Had  I  to  addrefs  only  judges,  I  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  telling  them,  that  fince  the 
"  nation  has  aboli/hed  royalty,  no  farther  fentence  can  be  pronounced  againft  Louis  ; 
«*  but  I  addrefs  the  people  :  I  muft  examine  the  queftion  under  two  points  of  view,  that 
"  in  which  Louis  was  placed  before  he  ccepted  the  conftitution,  and  that  in  which  he 
"  flood  after  he  had  accepted  it.     In  examining  this  affair,  I  firft  find  the  decree  which 

5  B  2  «<  ena&s 
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«'  enacts,  That  Louis  (hall  be  tried  by  the  conftitution.  Thofe  who  framed  that  decree 
»  undoubtedly  faid,  that  Louis  could  not  fhelter  himfelf  under  his  inviolability.  What 
«'  then  have  you  done  by  that  decree?  You  have  conftituted  yourfelvcs  judges  of 
"  that  accufation  which  you  yourfelvcs  made.  You  have  decreed  alfo,  That  Louis 
"  fhould  be  heard.  If  he  ought  then  to  be  heard,  he  has  a  right  to  defend  himfelf; 
"  the  judge  muft  not  circumfcribe  the  means;  the  Convention  will  examine  them  ac- 
"  coid'mc  to  their  juft  value  when  produced.  If  Louis  deceives  himfelf,  you  muft  re- 
M  fute  his  errors. 

"  Nations  are  fovereign  :  they  have  a  right  to  give  themfelves  whatever  form  of  go- 
**  vernment  they  think  proper.  I  fhall  not  conteft  this  principle,  and  it  is  not  yet  for- 
«•  gotten,  that  the  efforts  of  one  of  the  counfel  of  Louis  contributed  to  make  it  be  in- 
41  ferted  in  the  conftitution.  But  the  nation  itfelf  cannot  exercife  its  fovereignty  :  it 
"  muft  therefore  delegate  the  exercife  of  it.  In  1789,  the  nation  chofe  a  monarchical 
«  government — a  monarchical  government  required  inviolability  in  the  chief;  it  was 
"  neceflary  he  fhould  command  that  refpect  which  enforces  the  obedience  required  by 
"  the  law.  The  nature  of  this  inviolability  has  been  fully  difcufled.  It  has  been  pre- 
**  tended,  that  it  was  not  a  fynallagmatic  contract;  but  the  delegation  of  the  fovereignty 
"  was  a  contract  as  long  as  it  was  not  revoked.  It  was  a  mandamus,  if  you  choofe  ;  but 
*'  a  mandatory  could  not  fubmit  to  other  conditions,  or  other  punifhments,  than  thofe 
"  mentioned  in  the  mandamus.  On  opening  the  fecond  chapter  of  royalty,  I  find  that 
"  the  perfon  of  the  king  is  inviolable  ;  there  is  no  exception,  no  modification  what- 
"  ever:  but  there  are  certain  circumftances  in  which  the  chief  might  lofe  that  character 
"  of  inviolability.     The  firft  cafe  is  as  follows: 

"  Art.  5.  feci:.  1.  chap.  2.  of  the  third  title.  If  the  king  has  not  taken  the  oath,  or 
"  if,  after  taking  it,  he  retracts,  he  fhall  be  confidered  as  having  abdicated  the  throne." 

"  The  nation  here  impofes  on  the  king  the  duty  of  taking  the  oath.  To  retract  this 
"  oath,  is  a  crime  againft  the  nation.  The  nation  guarded  againft  this  crime,  and  ap- 
"  pointed  a  punifhment  for  it.  I  exprefs  myfelf  incorrectly — it  was  not  a  punifhment, 
"  it  was  not  a  forfeiture,  the  word  is  not  once  mentioned;  it  is  only  a  fuppofition,  that 
"  the  king  fhould  be  confidered  as  having  abdicated  the  throne.  You  fee  that  the 
"  conftitution  eftablilhes  no  tribunal,  that  it  fpeaks  not  of  a  trial,  and  that  it  does  not 
"  pronounce  the  word  forfeiture.  The  king,  however,  without  retrading  his  oath, 
"  might  betray  it— he  might  favour  criminal  and,  hoftile  enterprifes  againft  the  ftate. 
"  The  conftitution  provided  alfo  againft  this  cafe. 

"  Art.  6.  If  the  king  fhall  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  direct  its  force 
"  againft  the  nation,  or  if  he  does  not  oppofe,  by  a  formal  aft,  fuch  an  enterprife 

"  which 


1792.]  THE     FRENCH      REPUBLIC.  67/ 

'''  which  may  be  nudertakcn  in  his  name,  he  fhall   be  confidered  as  having  abdicated1. 
"  the  throne." 

««  Weigh  well,  I  befeech  you,  the  nature  of  the  crime  p^vu'ed  againft  by.  this  article. 
"  None  more  criminal  can  exift.  It  fuppofes  all  the  machinations,  all  the  perfidies,  all 
"  the  fcourges,  all  the  horrors,  and  all  the  calamities,  of  a  bloody  inteftine  war;  and 
"  yet  what  does  the  conftitution  pronounce  ?  A  prefumption  of  the  king  having  abdi- 
"  cated   the  throne. 

"  Art.  7.  If  the  king  quit  the  kingdom,  and  does  not  return,  after  being  invited  to 
"  do  feby  the  legiflative  body. — What  does  the  conftitution  declare  in  this  cafe?  A  pre- 
"  fumption  that  he  has  abidicated  the  throne. 

"  Art.  8  States,  that,  after  an  exprefs  or  legal  abdication,  the  king  fhall  be  tried,  like 
"  other  citizens,  for  all  crimes  pofterior  to  his  abdication.  It  refults,  then,  that  the 
"  king  had  a  particular  exiftence,  abfolutely  different  from  that  of  other  citizens;  and 
"  whence  arofethis  particular,  this  privileged  exiftence,  but  from  the  law,  which  con- 
"  ferred  upon  him  that  character  of  inviolability,  which  he  could  not  lofe,  but  by.au 
"  exprefs  and  legal  abdication  ?  It  is  after  being  guilty  of  the  moft  atrocious  crime  a  king 
**  can  commit  againft  the  nation,  that  it  fuppofes  him  to  have  entered  the  clafs  of  citi- 
"  zens  ?  In  fliort,  the  law  here  is  perfectly  equal  with  regard  to  the  legiflative  body  and 
"  the  king.  The  legiflative  body  might  alfo  betray  the  nation — It  might  invade  the 
"  national  fovereignty.  The  nation  had  a  right  to  eftablifh  a  punifhment  for  the  depu- 
"  ties,  and  yet  this  has  not  been  the  cafe. 

"  Louis  is  accufed — He  is  accufed  in  the  name  of  the  nation — he  is  accufed  of  va- 
"  rious  crimes.  Thefe  crimes  are  either  provided  againft  by  the  conftitutional  aft,  and 
"  then  the  punifhment  there  eftablifhed  is  to  be  applied  to  rhem,  or  they  are  not  pro- 
**  vided  againft,  and  in  that  cafe  there  exifts  no  punifhment  which  can  be  applied  to 
"  them.  I  will  go  ftill  farther,  I  fay  they  have  been  provided  for — The  molt  atrocious 
"  of  all,  that  of  a  criminal  war  againft  the  nation,  has  been  provided  for.  In  whatever 
"  manner  that  article  may  be  underftood,  the  crimes  are  there — they  are  ail  there  ,  hut 
"  the  law  only  declares,  the  prefumption  of  the  throne  being  abdicated.  1  am  well 
**  aware,  that  the  nation  having  at  prefent  abolifhed  royalty,  the  punifhment  cannot  be 
"  applied  ;  but  could  it  change  the  condition  of  Louis  ?  Has  he  not  a  riglit  to  fay,  I 
"  was  the  prifoner  ot  the  nation,  why  did  you  not  bring  me  to  trial?  You  have  abo- 
"  lifhed  royalty ;  I  do  not  difpute  your  right:  but  what — becaufe  you  have  aooli.-ieu 
•*  royalty,  do  you  wifh  to  punifh  me  ?  And,  becaule  you  know  no  law  applicable  to  me, 
"  do  you  wiili  to  create  one  for  me — for  me  alone?  You  are  uoubtlefs  inverted  with 
*'  every  power  ;  but  there  is  one  which  ^ou  have  not— that  of  being  unjuft. 
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<<  It  has  been  faid,  that   Louis  ought  to  be  tried,  as  an  enemy.     But  is  he  not  a  very 
<«  cruel  enemy  who  could  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  againfl  the  nation?— It 
«  has  been   ("aid,    that  he  was  inviolable  only  in  regard  to  every  citizen    individually. 
41  According  to  this  principle,   would  not  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  people  be  more  in- 
»"   violable  in  regard  to  the  people,  for  whatever  they  might  have  done,  faid,   or  written, 
*'  during  a  feflion  ?     I   fhall  here  quote  to  you  the  following  paflage  from  Rouffeau  : — 
"  Where  I  fee  neither  the  law  which  profecutes,  nor  the  law  which  condemns,  I  will 
"  not  refer  to  the  general  will  ;  for  the  general  will  cannot  pronounce  as  the  general  will, 
»«  cither  againfl  any  man,  or  any  fad." — But  if  you  take  from  Louis  the  right  of  being 
"  inviolable,  you  cannot  take  from  him  the  right  of  be'mg  tried  as  a  citizen  :  and  in  the 
"  latter  cafe  I  would  afk  you,  where  are  thofe  protecting  forms;  where  are  thofe  ju- 
"  ries,  which  are  as  it  were  hoftages  for  the  lives  and  honour  of  citizens?  I  would  afk 
"  you,  where  is  that   proportion  of  fuifrages  which  the  law  has  fo  wifely  eftabliflied  ? 
"  Where  is  that  filent  ballot,  which  encJofes  in  the  fame  urn  the  confeienceand  theopi- 
"  nion  of  the  judge  ?     I  fpeak   to  you  with  the  opennefs  of  a  fon  of  freedom.     I  wifh. 
"  to  find  among  you  judges,  and  I  fee  only  accufers — you   wifh  to  pafs    fentence   upon 
*'  Louis,  and  you  have  been  his  accufers — yon  wifh  to   pafs  fentence  upon  Louis,    and 
**■  you   have    already    expreffed  your  fentiments  on   his  cafe.     You    wifh  to  pafs  fen- 
"  tence  upon   Louis,  and  your  opinions  are  well   known  all   over  Europe. 

"  I  now  proceed  to  the  a&of  accufation.     You  go-back  to  the  month  of  June,  1789  ; 

•{  I  fhall  go  back  to  the  fame  period.     But  how  could  you  accufe  Louis  of  having  then 

"  attempted  to  diffolve  the  Affembly  ?  Do  you  forget  that  it  was  he  who  convoked  it? 

"  Do  you  forget,  that  for  above  a  century  and  a  half,  princes,  more  jealous  of  their  au- 

**  thority  than  he,  confhntly  refufed  fuch  a  convocation?  Do*  you  forget  that  had  it  not 

'«  been  for  Louis,  and  the  numberlefs  facrifices  to  which  he  confented,  you  would  not  be 

"  here  deliberating  on  the  interefts  of  the  ftate  ?    He  is   accufed  of  having  furrounded 

"  Paris  with  troops  ;  but  I  can  fay,  that  thefe  troops  were  deft ined  only  to  protect  Paris 

»'  from  thofe  who  wifhed  to  diflurb  the   public  tranquillity.     I  had  occafion  to  fee  the 

**  orders  given  to  them  when  I  undertook  the  defence  of  the  commandant,  whom  the  na- 

"  tion  without  any  hefitation  acquitted.     I  fhall  not  here  take  notice  of  the  memoire 

*'  in  which  Talon  is  mentioned  as  adting  a  part  in  a  plan  formed  for  a  counter-revolu- 

*'  tion,  nor  of  the  papers  fubjoined  to  that  memoire.     Had  I  to  defend  a  perfon  of  or- 

"  dinary  rank,  I  would  obferve,  that  a  citizen  cannot  be  condemned  from  papers  pro- 

"  cured  by  attacking  his  habitation,  unlefs  they  have  been  previoufly  fealed  up,  and  an 

*«  inventory  taken  of  them. 

"  The  habitation  of  Louis  was  attacked,  and  his  drawers  were  broke  open.  None  of 
*'  them  were  fealed  up,  no  inventories  were  taken  ;  and  papers  which  might  have  been  op- 
"  pofed  to  others  may  have  been  concealed.  The  letters  of  a  deceafed  perfon  are  quoted; 
*•  but  can  the  letters  of  a  perfon  deceafed  be  adduced  as  proofs  ?  Thefe  letters,  it  is  faid, 

"  mention 
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**  mention  money  diftributed  ;  but  even  fuppofing  that  this  fact,  which  they  do  not 
"  clear  up,  were  true  ;  and  fuppofing  it  true,  that  greater  or  fmaller  fums  had  been  ex- 
"  torted  from  the  beneficence  and  fenfibility  of  Louis,  do  you  not  know  with  wjiat  vm- 
•'  happy  facility  kings  may  be  furprifed  and  deceived  ?  The  plan  of  a  letter  to  La 
"  Fayette  and  Mirabeau  is  mentioned  ;  but  this  letter  was  never  fent.  Mirabeau  and 
"  La  Fayette  were  at  that  time  the  two  moft  popular  characters  ;  they  both  loved  the 
"  conftitution,  and  nothing  was  meant  in  that  letter  but  the  good  of  the  ftate.  Louis  is 
"  accufed  alfo  of  having  written  a  letter  to  Bouille  ;  in  regard  to  this,  he  has  no  occa- 
«'  fion  to  juftify  himfelf ;  the  National  Affembly  had  before  voted  thanks  to  Bouille  for 
"  his  good  conduct. 

"  You  accufe  him  for  the  affemblage  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  ;  but  popu- 
"•  lar  rumours  had  attracted  at  that  time  a  number  of  violent  perfons  around  the  palace, 
M  and  Louis  ordered  them  to  lay  afide  their  arms.  You  accufe  him  with  the  maffacres 
"  in  the  Champ-de-Mars ;  but  do  you  forget  that  this  unhappy  prince  was  then  fufpend- 
"  ed  from  his  powers,  and  watched  as  a  prifoner  ?  The  nation  has  decreed  that  it  fhall  be 
*'  a  republic,  but  this  was  not  the  form  of  government  it  wiflied  for  then.  Did  not  the 
"  legiflative  affembly  declare  againfi  a  republic  in  the  month  of  July  laft  ?  Had  Louis 
*'  betrayed  the  interefts  of  the  nation  at  that  period,  or  had  he  abufed  its  confidence,  you 
"  ought  to  have  pitied  him — you  ought  to  have  bewailed  the  fate  of  kings — but  he  ought 
'*  not  to  have  been  tried.  I  have  not  yet  pronounced  the  word  which  would  have  made 
"  that  chain  of  accufations  fall.  I  have  notfaid,  that  fince  all  thefe  fads,  Louis  accept - 
"  ed  the  conftitution — the  conftitution  was  the  contract  of  alliance  between  the  people 
'*  and  the  king — there  was  no  longer  any  doubt — the  paft  was  forgotten.  Let  us  now 
"  examine  what  Louis  has  done  fince  his  acceptation.  The  act  of  accufation  compre- 
"  hends  facts  for  which  Louis  was  not  bound  to  anfwer  perfonally,  and  facts  for  which 
•c  he  was  perfonally  refponfible.  By  the  conftitution,  the  king  was  not  refponfible 
"  for  what  might  be  done  by  his  agents  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  made  his  minifters  refponfi- 
"  ble.     At  prefent  one  has  no  right  to  accufe  the  king  and  his  minifters  for  the  fame  ad. 

"  Louis  is  accufed  of  having  left  the  National  Affembly  ignorant  of  the  convention 
"  of  Pilnitz.  But  this  convention  was  a  fecret  treaty  between  the  emperor  and  the 
**  king  of  Pruffia.  There  was  no  reafon  of  ftate  that  could  make  it  a  rule  for  minifters 
"  to  communicate  to  an  affembly,  whofe  deliberations  were  public,  an  act  which  was 
"  not  public.  You  have  accufed  Louis  of  retarding,  for  a  month,  the  tranfmiffion  of 
"  the  decree  relative  to  Avignon.  That,  citizens,  was  one  of  the  charges  againft  the 
"  minifter  Deleffart,  who  had  declared,  that  his  defence,  which  he  was  preparing  in  his 
"  pnfon,  would  leave  no  doubt  of  his  innocence.  And  can  you,  after  his  death,  prefer 
"  the  fame  charge  againft  the  king  ?  You  have  charged  him  with  the  troubles  of  Nimes 
"  and  of  Jales.  Was  the  king  refponfible  for  all  the  troubles  infeparable  from  fo  great 
"  a  revolution  ?     A  letter  of  Witgenftein  is  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime  :  all  that  he  could 

"  do. 
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"  do,  w.iS  to  giye  Witgenrtein  no  appointment  after  his  recall.  The  fituation  of  com- 
"  mandant  of  Corfica  is  talked  of,  But  that  command  he  never  obtained.  It  is  faid,  that 
'  ■  he  1  • .  il  an  appointment  in  the  army  of  the  North  :  La  Fayette  may  have  alked  it,  but 
"  the  letter  that  gave  him  fuch  an  appointment  remained  in  the  war  office. 

"  Louis  is  accufed  of  the  account  given  by  Narbonne.  I  fliall  anfvver  but  a  word. 
"  Whfen  Narbonne  quitted  the  miniftry,  the  legislative  affembly  decreed,  that  he  car- 
*l  lied  with  him  the  regret  and  the  confidence  of"  the  nation.  The  furrenderof  Longwy 
"  is  made  a  charge  againft  him,  but  the  inhabitants  alone  were  guilty.  The  furrender 
"  of  Verdun  is  made  a  charge  againft  him — who  then  but  Louis  appointed  the  comman- 
**  dant,  lb  celebrated  for  his  heroifm,  who  preferred  death  to  furrendering  r  He  is  ac- 
*'  cuftd  of  having  retained  the  Swifs  guards,  although  the  conftitution  forbad  it.  Mark 
"  the  tads :  a. decree  faid,  that  the  king  fhould  be  iequefted  to  prefent  a  new  formation 
*'  of  his  regiment  of  Swifs  guards,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Affembly  had  directed  that. 
"  it  fhould  be  kept  up  provifionally  till  the  period  of  this  formation.  On  the  third  of 
44  July  1792,  the  Affembly  ordered  the  departure  of  the  three  battalions  of  this  regi* 
'«  ment.  On  the  feventeenth,  the  letter  of  d'Affry,  remonftrating  againft  the  decree,  and 
"  appealing  to  the  capitulation — .a  new  decree  which  ordered  the  departure  of  two  bat- 
*«  talions — D'Affry,  hefitating  between  the  decree  and  the  capitulations,  addreffed  new 
"  remonftrances  to  the  Affembly.  The  Affembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
"  battalions  left  Paris. 

"  I  come  now  to  the  facts  that  may  be  confidered  as  concerning  him  perfonally.  Louis 
"  is  firft  attacked  for  not  having  fanctioned  the  decree  reflecting  the  priefts,  and  that  re- 
"  fpecling  the  camp  at  Paris.  I  might  fay,  that  the  conftitution  gave  him  the  free  and 
••  abfolute  power  of  fandlion  ;  and  that,  if  he  erred,  his  error  could  not  be  imputed  to 
"  him  as  a  crime.  But  if  a  great  number  of  citizens  feemed  to  fupport  the  latter  de- 
"  cree,  a  ftill  greater  number  feemed  to  oppofe  it.  He  thought  it  prudent  to  refufe  his 
"  fancYion  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  by  a  wife  meafure,  he  directed  the  formation  of  the 
"  camp  at  Soiffons  ;  and  this  camp  was  more  nfeful  to  our  armies  than  that  at  Paris 
"  could  have  been. 

"  His  letter  to  the  bifhop  of  Clermont  is  objected  to  him:  but  that  letter  contains 
"  only  an  opinion  purely  religious,  and  was  prior  to  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution. 
44  When  he  accepted  the  Conftitution,  he  did  not  think  it  free  from  blemifties ;  for,  in  the 
"  very  act  of  accepting  it,  he  fpeaks  of  legal  reforms,  He  is  accufed  of  having  paid  his 
"  guard  ,  but  the  Affembly,  in  decreeing  its  difcharge,  had  faid  that  it  fhould  be  or- 
*'  ganifed  anew  ;  it  was  therefore  incumbent  on  his  juftice  and  his  humanity  to  pay  it  till 
8t  its  new  iormation.  He  is  accufed  of  having  given  aid  to  the  emigrants,  and  of  hav- 
*'  ing  prottcted,  by  his  ambaffadors,  the  coalition  of  foreign  powers.     He  is  accufed  of 

"  his 
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"  his  influence  at  the  court  of  Vienna:  I  anfwer,  that  Louis  conftantly  oppofed  the  cf- 
*1  forts  of  the  emigrants.  RefpecYtng  this  I  will  cite  a  facT: :  Louis  was  informed,  by 
*'  his  refidcnt,  of  an  attempt  of  the  emigrants  to  obtain  arms  and  ammunition  at  Frank- 
**  fort,  and  of  the  refufal  of  the  magistrates  of  that  place  to  comply  with  their  demand. 
"  He  directed  his  refident  to  thank  the  magistrates,  and  to  invite  them  to  perfevere  in 
**  their   refufal. 

"  There  is  not  a  fingle  emigrant  that  received  aid  from  him.  He  provided  for  the 
"  maintenance  of  his  nephews;  the  eldeft  was  fourteen,  the  youngeft  eleven  years  of 
"  age;  there  was  no  law  that  fixed  the  age  at  which  emigration  was  a  crime:  the  Conven- 
tion has  made  one.  The  nephews  of  Louis  were  without  refources :  muft  he  ftifle 
**  the  fentiments  of  humanity?  Muft  he,  for  being  a  king,  ceafe  to  be  a  kinfman  ?  He 
"  gave  money  to  the  governefs  of  his  children  ;  but  fhe  was  the  governefs  of  his  chil- 
"  dren,  and  had  left  France  fince  1789.  Choifeul  Beaupre  had  been  in  Italy  fince  1789, 
"  and  had  never  borne  arms  againft  France,  He  gave  aid  to  Rochefort,  but  Rochefort 
{J  was  not  an  emigrant.  He  is  accufed  of  having  remitted  money  to  Bouille:  Bouille's 
""letter  fays,  "  Pay  to  Monfieur,  the  king's  brother,  by  his  order."  The  truth  is,  that 
«*  he  never  remitted  pecuniary  aid  to  Monfieur,  and  the  order  in  cjueftion  was  the  order 
"  of  Monfieur,  and  not  of  the  king.  All  that  he  did  was  to  give  fecurity  for  his  other 
"  brother  for  a  fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  livres ;  but  this  was  in  1789,  and  he  was 
**  induced  to  it  by  motives  of  humanity. 

"  He  is  accufed  of  the  manoeuvres  of  Dumouftier  at  the  court  of  Berlin ;  but  Da- 
"  mouftier  was  not  the  agent  of  Louis,  but  of  the  princes,  his  brothers.  A  letter  of' 
M  Choifeul-Gouffier  is  objected  to  him.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  he  was  the  ambaf- 
**  fador  of  Louis,  to  Louis  muft  his  projects  be  imputed;  but  the  very  letter  of  this  am- 
"  baflador  proves  that  it  was  three  days  after  his  recall,  and  on  account  of  that  recall, 
«'  that  he  formed  an  intrigue  againft  the  national  ambaffador  fent  to  replace  him.  It  was 
*f  Choifeul  who,  wrote,  who  adted,  who  fpoke  of  his  fervices  to  the  princes,  the  king's 
"  brothers.     The  billet  proves  that  Louis  had  no  connection  with  him. 

U  I  come  now  to  the  charges  of  the  fubbrnation  of  feveral  members  of  the  legiflative 
*t  affembly.  This  plan  reduced  the  liquidation  of  offices  ten  millions  ;  he  eafed  the  na- 
*i  tional  treafury  to  that  amount,  and  charged  the  civil  lift  "with  the  intereft.  We  un- 
"  derftand  the  corruption  that  turns  to  the  profit  of  perfonal  intereft ;  but  a  corruption- 
"  that  leaves  us  all  the  fhame,  and  gives  to  another  all  the  profit,  we  cannot  eafily  com- 
*'  ^rehend.  The  fact  is,  as  it  appears  from  the  papers  communicated  to  Louis,  that  it  was 
*'  he  alone  who  prevented  the  decree  from  being  propofed  to  the  AfTembly,  and  that  he< 
"*xprefled  difpleafure  and  indignation  at  it. 

5  C      -  -  "  A  charg« 
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*«  A  charge  is  brought  againft  hiin  which  has  excited  the  indignation  of  the  people, 
"  and  which  could  not  but  appear  a  very  heavy  one.  He  is  accufed  of  having  paid  his. 
"•*  body-guards  at  Coblentz.  This  charge  I  own  firuck  me  with  grief;  I  was  led  to  fuf- 
"  peut  the  good  faith  of  Louis  ;  the  proofs  appeared  to  be  clear.  I  come  this  day  to 
41  make  the  reparation  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  which  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  him.  All  the  pa- 
"  pers* refer  to  the  month  of  October  1 7 9 1 .  Mark  what  the  adminiftrators  of  the  civil 
"  lilt  wrote  to  the  trcafurerin  November:  "  The  intention  of  his  majefly  is  to  continue 
•'  the  pay  of  his  body-guards  till  they  be  replaced  ;  but  his  majefty  meansthat  the  amount 
"  of  this  pay  {hall  not  be  delivered  in  total  to  the  etat-major,  but  to  each  individual  at 
**  the  pay-office  of  the  civil  lilt,  on  his  particular  receipt,  and  certificate  of  refidence 
"  within  the  kingdom."  All  the  papers  have  been  made  as  public  as  poffible — Louis  has 
"  been  denounced  to  France,  to  all  Europe.  All  the  articles  of  accufation  have  been 
"  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  the  only  paper  that  refutes  thefe  charges,  is  the  only  one  that 
"  remained  unknown.  This  paper  mull  have  been  among  the  re^t :  By  what  ftrange  fa- 
*'  tality  is  it  not  to  be  found  among  them  ?  At  laft  Louis,  after  much  pains,  obtained 
"  from  the  offices  an  authentic  copy  of  this  paper  :  he  has  produced  it  to  the  eyes  of> 
"  Europe. 

■ 
"  I  come  at  laft  to  the  difaftrous  day  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  Had  we  believed  that 
"  Louis  had  committed  the  crimes  of  which  he  is  accufed,  you  would  not  fee  us  at  this 
*•  bar  to  give  him  the  aid  of  our  courageous  veracity.  All  your  fucceffes  fince  that  day 
"  have  given  you  the  power  of  being  generous — we  alk  you  only  to  be  juft.  He  dread- 
"  ed  the  invafion  of  his  palace  ;  he  maintained  a  more  exact  correfpondence  with  the  po- 
"  pular  authorities — In  fine,  the  people  came  thither.  The  procureur-fyndic  reads,  with 
"  regret  no  doubt,  the  firft  article  of  the  law,  which  directs  to  repel  force  by  force.  The 
"  cannoniers,  for  anfwer,  difcharge  their  cannon  before  him;  then  the  procurator-fyndic 
"  invites  Louis  to  go  to  the  Affembly  ;  he  goes  thither  :  -one  hour  after,  our  misfortune'* 
"  commence.  How  began  the  action  ?  I  know  not:  hiftory,  perhaps,  will  know  no 
"  more  than  I.  He  is  accufed  of  having  reviewed  the  troops — Granted.  Accufe  the 
"  mayor  alfo  of  having  vifited  the  pofts.  Was  not  Louis  a  conftituted  authority  ?  Was 
"  not  his  authority  a  depofit  in  his  hands,  of  which  the  law  forbad  him  the  leaft  in- 
*'  fringement?  I  know  it  has  been  faid  that  Louis  excited  the  infurredtion,  to  effect  the 
"  execution  of  his  projects;  but  who  is  now  ignorant  that  this  infurrection  was  com- 
"  bined,  matured  ;  that  it  had  its  agents,  its  counfel,  its  directors  ;  who  is  ignorant  that 
41  acts,  that  treaties  on  the  fubject,  had  been  figned  ? 

"  In  this  hall  men  have  contended  for  the  glory  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft.  I  come  not 
**  to  difpute  that  glory;  but  fihee  it  has  been  proved  that  that  day  was  premeditated,  how 
"  can  it  be  made  a  crime  to  Louis  ?  And  you  accufe  him,  and  you  would  give  judgment 
"  againfthira;  againft  him,  who  has  never  given  a  fanguinary  order;  againft  him,  who  at 
*'  Varennes  preferred  returning  a  captiye,  to  expofing  the  life  of  a  fingle  man;  againft 

1*  him, 
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'him,  who  on  the  twentieth  of  June  refufed  every  kind  of  aid,  and  preferred  remaining 
"  alone  in  the  midft  of  the  people.  Hear  hiftory  fpeak — Louis  mounted  the  throne  at 
"  the  age  of  twenty  ;  he  exhibited  on  it  an  example  of  morals,  of  juftice,  of  ceconomy; 
M  he  abolifhed  fervitude  in  his  domains  ;  the  peopledefired  liberty,  he  gave  it.  [Afurmurs.  ] 
«  We  cannot  deny  to  Louis  the  glory  of  having  always  anticipated  the  wifhes  of  his 
"  people. — I  do  not  conclude;  I  appeal  to  hiftory  ;  recollect  that  hiftory  will  judge  your 
M  judgment." 

Fermond,  the  prefident,  then  afked  Louis  if  he  had  any  thing  to  add  to  the  defence 
made  by  his  counfel. 

Louis  rofe,  and  with  mixed  fenfibility  and  firmnefs  laid,  "Citizens,,  my  means  of  de- 
*  fence  are  laid  before  you.  I  fhall  not  repeat  them.  In  speaking  to  you,  perhaps  far  the 
«'  laji  time,  I  declare  to  you  that  my  conscience  makes  me  no  reproach,  and  that  my  de- 
*'  fenders  have  told  you  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  have  never  dreaded  the  public  exami- 
«•  nation  of  my  conduct;  but  my  heart  is  rent  to  find  in  the  act  of  accufation,  the  impu- 
u  tation  of  having  wiflied  to  fhed  the  blood  of  the  people  ;  and,  above  all,  that  the  mis- 
"  fortunes  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft  are  attributed  to  me.  I  own,  that  the  many  proofs  I 
"  have  given  upon  all  occafions  of  my  love  for  the  people,  and  the  manner  in  which  I 
«'  have  always  conducted  myfelf,  appeared  to  me  fufficient  to  prove,  that  I  did  not  fear 
"  to  expofe  my  own  perfon  to  fpare  their  blood,  and  to  exempt  me  for  ever  from  fuch  an 
"  imputation." 

The  keys  found  at  the  Garde-Meuble  were  then  prefented  to  him,  and  he  was  allied  if- 
he  knew  them.  "  I  know" — faid  he — "  that  I  delivered  keys  to  Clery  ;  I  know  that 
r<  my  houfe  was  forced,  and  all  my  furniture  broken.  I  had  no  more  occafion  for  keysj 
•'  but  I  know-  not  whether  thofe  now  prefented  to  me  are  the  fame  that  I  delivered. 
"  From  the  time  that  has  elapfed  I  cannot  recollect  them."  He  then  retired  with  the 
fame  calmnefs  that  had  attended  him  fince  he  was  hrft  brought  to  the  bar  ;  but  on  going 
out  a  fudden  flufh  overfpread  his  countenance,  and  a  few  tears  fell. 

A  decree  was  immediately  paffed,  that  he  fhould  be  re-condu£ted  to  the  Temple ;  a 
fecond,that  the  defence  of  his  counfel  fhould  be  figned  by  them,  and  by  him,  and  laid  on 
the  table;  and  a  third,  that  the  words,  "  The  people  dejired  liberty,  he  gave  it"  which  had 
excited  murmurs  in  the  Convention,  and  which  the  counfel  had  ftruck  out  of  their  notes, 
fhould  be  replaced.  It  was  alfo  decreed,  that  a  minute  of  the  defence  fhould  be  prepared, 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  counfel;  and,  on  the  application  of  the  counfel,  that  they 
fhould  affift  in  correcting  the  printed  proofs  of  the  defence,  copies  of  which  were  order- 
ed to  be  fent  to  the  eighty-four  departments. 

On 
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On  the  Way  from  the  Tciriple  to  the  Aflembly,  fome  pcrfon  in  the  carriage  with  the 
king  nr.u'.c  mention  of  fome  of  the  Roman  hiftorians,  which  gave  him  occafion  to  f.iy, 
that  he  preferred  Tacitus  to  Livy  :  he  accufed  the  latter  of  having  compofed  fpeeches  for 
the  generals,  which  certain! v  had  never  been  pronounced.  On  his  return  from  the 
mbly,  he  preferved  the  fame  facility.  The  pcocureur  had  his  hat  on,  which  had  not 
heen  the  cafe  wlien  he  was  in  the  carriage  with  the  king  tha  firft  time  lie  went  to  and 
from  the  Convention.  The  king  took  notice  of  this  piece  of  rudenefs,  by  laying  to  him, 
*'  You  had  forgot  your  hat  the  lair,  time  you  attended  me ;  hut  you  have  been  more  care- 
%*  fu!  of  your- health  on  this  occafion."  Obferving  that  the  procureui  bowed  and  waved 
his  hand  with  a  look  of  familiarity  to  fome  perfons  in  the  flreets,  the  king  faid,  "  I  flip- 
"  pofe  thefe  are  citizens  of  your  fecVion?"  The  procureur  anfwercd,  "  No,  they  da 
«.«  not  belong  to  my  fe£tion  ;  but  they  were  members  of  the  general  council  of  the  tenth 
"  of  Auguft,  whom  I  always  fee  with  pleasure."  The  mayor  held  his  fnufF-box  in  his. 
hand:  the  fecretary  of  the  municipality,  looking  at  a  portrait  ot  M.  Chambon's  wife  on 
the  lid,  made  the  ufual  obfervation,  that  the  original  was  handfomer  than  the  portrait. — i 
The  king  alfo  defired  to  fee  it ;  which  having  done,  he  faid,  that  M  Chambon  was  happy 
in  pofiefling  a  woman  more  beautiful  than  fuch  a  portrait. — The  king  arrived  at  the 
Temple  in  fafety,  though  the  cries  of  the  rabble  were  more  noify  and  frequent  than  on 
the  former  day. 

His  majefty  had  no  fooner  withdrawn,  than  the  Convention  was  convulfed  with  a 
variety  of  paflions — Some  moving  for  inftant  fentence — others  for  delay;  and  at  laft  one 
of  the  moft  difgracefulfcenes  was  exhibited  that  ever  was  witnefled  in  any  afTembly  even 
cf  Indians  or  Hottentots.     We  give  it  in  the  words  of  their  own  Proces-Verbal: 

Thuriot,  who  but  two  days  before  had  faid  at  the  Jacobin  club,  that  rather  than  Louis, 
ftiould  efcape,  he  would  blow  out  his  brains  with  his  own  hand,  moved  that  the  Conven- 
tion fliould  continue  to  fit  till  judgment  was  pronounced.  Couthon  moved,  that  the 
difcuflion  fliould  be  opened  immediately,  and  continued,  in  preference  to  all  other  mat- 
ters, till  judgment  was  given.  Petion  rofe  to  explain  Couthon'spropofition,  and  to  fhew 
that  it  did  not  pre-judge  the  queftion.  The  Mountain,  feconded  by  the  clamours  of  the 
galleries,  which  had  been  on  their  fide  during  the  whole  debate,  endeavoured  to  prevent 
his  being  heard.  The  majority  at  laft  loft  their  temper,  and  forgot  their  dignity.  They 
advanced  with  menacing  geftures  to  meet  their  antagonifts,  and  a  brawl,  in  which  blows 
were  exchanged,  ensued! ! !  The  prefident  put  on  his  hat,  and  declaring  that  he  would  in- 
itantly  exert  the  utmoft  rigour  of  his  authority,  order  was  reftored,  and  Petion  was 
heard.  He  fpoke  with  grief  of  the  fcandalous  fcene  that  had  juft  pafled  ;  of  the  facility 
with  which  men's  motives  were  calumniated;  of  the  atrocity  of  forcing  the  confeiences 
of  men,  and  compelling  them  to  decide  without  difcufling.  "  We  wifh" — faid  he — "  to 
*•  examine  every  thing,  becaufc  we  all  wifh  to  be  juft.     The  friends  of  liberty  and  of 

"  jufftce 
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<{  juftice  are  not  thofe  who  ihew  themfelves  the  moft  eager  for  blood,  but  thofe  who  wifh 
"  to  judge  on  entire  conviction."  He  concluded  with  fhewing  that  Couthon's  motion 
did  not  narrow  the  difcuffiou,  and  fat  down  amid  the  applaufcs  of  the  members  ;  but  not 
a  fingle  mark  of  approbation  from  the  galleries,  to  him  whofe  every  word  was  formerly 
applauded. — The  Convention  decreed  Couthon's  proportion. 

A.  D.  1793.]  On  the  fourth  of  January  the  Convention  decreed,  that  all  future 
acts,  &c.  fliould  bear  date  the  second  year  of  the  French  Republic  ;  hereby  giving 
another  notable  inftance  of  the  (lability  of  opinion  in  that  fapient  AfTembly,  the  first 
year  having  lafled  a  few  days  above  three  months — their  own  decree  for  the  abolition 
of  royalty,  and  declaring  France  a  republic,  bearing  date  about  the  twenty-firft  of 
September. 

On  the  fifth,  the  counfel  for  Lewis  tranfmitted  to  the  Convention  fome  obfervations 
on  a  charge  made  againft  him  by  a  member  of  the  Convention,  of  having  conftantly  kept 
two  minifters,  one  oftenfible,  the  other  private ;  and  for  having,  in  confequence  of  this 
fecret  miniftry,  fent  Hayman  to  Pruffia.  They  reminded  the  Convention  that  Louis,  at 
the  time  when  he  projected  his  journey  to  Montmidi,  had  tranfmitted  to  Bouille  the  fum 
of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand  livres,  of  which  he  ordered  him  to  give  an 
account,  after  his  return  to  Paris.  Bouille  having  retired  to  Luxembourg,  Monfieur, 
who  went  thither  alfo,  finding  himfelf  without  refources,  took  from  Bouille  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  livres.  It  was  from  this  fum  that  the  princes  took 
three  thoufand  four  hundred  livres  for  the  expence  of  Hayman's  journey  to  Pruffia  on 
the-king's  fervice.  This  expreflion  was  the  confequence  of  a  very  extraordinary  affecta- 
tion in  the  princes,  when  they  formed  regiments,  or  entered  into  negociations  with  fo- 
reign powers.  Louis  could  not  prevent  his  brothers  from  abufing  his  name.  li.  You 
"  will  remember,"— faid  the  counfel — "that  in  the  denunciation  made  on  the  thirty-firft  • 
H  of  March  to  the  National  AfTembly,  in  the  name  of  Louis,  by  the  minifter,  Dumou- 
"  rier,  of  a  treaty  between  the  emigrant  princes  and  prince  Hohenloe,  Dumourier  was 
"  particularly  charged  to  teftify  to  the  AfTembly  how  much  Louis  was  afflicted  and  dif- 
M  trefled  on  account  of  this  ftep.  You  will  recollect  alfo,  that  on  the  fifth  of  July,  Louis 
"  denounced  a  loan  of  eight  millions,  negociated  by  the  princes  in  Holland,  by  one 
"  Harel-la-Verter.  The  following  remark  will  ferve  as  a  compleat  refutation  of  the 
11  above  charge :  Had  there  exifted  a  fecret  miniftry,  fome  proofs  of  it  would  have  been 
"  difcovered  among  the  papers  found  at  the  Thuilleries,  when  the  palace  was  attacked, 
"as  Louis  was  in  the  habit  of  preferving  all  his  papers." — The  Convention  ordered  that 
this  letter,  and  fome  other  pieces,  fhould  be  printed. 

For  feveral  days  after  the  defen«e,  the  Convention  was  mcftly  occupied  in  hearing  the 
opinions  of  the  members,  all  of  whom  prefaced  their  difcourfes,  by  declaring  a  convic- 
tion of  the  king's  guilt.     They  differed  however  with  refpect  to  the  penalty  he  had  in- 

5  D  c uned 
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eurrtd;  many  being  of  opinion  that  juftice  and  policy  forbade  the  pains  of  death:  all 
the  Rolandifts,  Briffotines,  and  Girondifts,  were  of  this  number.  Denton's  and  Robef- 
picrre's  party  argued  for  immediate  death  ;  and  became  fo  impatient  at  the  delay, 
from  attending  to  the  different  harangues,  that  they  repealed  the  decree  they  had  patted  a 
few  days  before  j  and,  in/lead  of  hearing  every  member  from  the  tribune,  they  refolved 
that  the  difcourfes  fhould  be  printed,  and  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  read  by  thofe  who 
chofe,  and  the  fourteenth  of  January  was  appointed  for  pronouncing  ultimately.  It  was 
not  till  the  fifteenth,  however,  that  the  firft  appeal  was  made,  owing  to  the  long  and 
warm  difcufllons  which  took  place,  before  it  was  determined  in  what  terms,  and  in  what 
order,  the  queftions  fhould  be  ftated,  on  which  the  Convention  was  to  decide:  at  iaft, 
it  was  decreed  that  the  following  queftions  fhould  be  put  to  all  the  members,  and  de- 
cided by  the  nominal  appeal : 

1.  Is  Louis  Capet,  late  king  of  France,  guilty  of  a  confpiracy  againft:  liberty,  and  of 
attempts  againft  the  general  fafety  of  the  State  ?  Yes,  or  No. 

2.  Shall  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced  on  Louis,   be  fubmitted  to  the  ratification  of 
the  people  in  the  primary  affemblies  ?  Yes,  or  No. 

3.  What  puniihment  has  he  incurred  ? 

,  Thefe  queftions  appear  to  have  been  artfully  arranged  in  this  order,  to  render  the  king's 
condemnation  more  certain. 

As  the  fittings  had  been  declared  permanent  till  the  Convention  fhould  come  to  an 
ultimate  decifion  on  the  fate  of  the  fallen  monarch,  the  topic  was  feveral  times  refumed, 
previous  to  the  day,  of  final  confideration.  To  attempt  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, would  only  be  to  give  a  difgufting  detail  of  fanguinary  and  ferocious  harangues 
on  the  one  fide,  headed  by  Egalite,  Marat,  Robefpierre,  &c.  all  tending  to  the  fame 
point,  and  infifting,  and  violently  clamouring  for  the  blood  of  their  devoted  victim  ;  onv 
the  other  hand,  the  Girondifts  and  Moderates  contending  that  fmaller  punifhments, 
fuch  as  imprifonment,  banifhment,  &c.  beft  befitted  the  nature  of  the  offences  commit- 
ted, and  the  rank  of  the  offender.  But  to  the  difgrace  of  that  Affembly,  there  was  no 
party  to  be  found  leaning  to  the  fide  of  mercy,  nor  fcarcely  a  fingle  member,  who  had 
not  in  his  own  mind  already  pre-condemned  the  illuftrious  prifoner. 

As  the  Convention  could  proceed  no  further  than  propofing  the  form  of  each  mem-^ 
hers  deliverihg^his  opinion  on  the  fourteenth,  on  account  of  the  extreme  length  of  de- 
bate to  which  thofe  proceedings  gave  rife,  the  bufinefs  was  neceffarily  deferred  to  the 
fucceeding  day,  when  the  Convention  patted  the  following  decree,  That  in  voting  on  the 
feveral  queftions  relating  to  the  trial  of  Louis,  the  anfwer  of  each  member  fliall  be  en> 
tered  after  his  name  j  that  this  lift  /hall  be  printed  and  fent  to  the  eighty-four  depart- 
ments 
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merits ;  and  that  abfent  members  fhall  be  allowed  to  give  their  opinion  on  their  return 
to  the  Convention. — The  firft  queftion  was  then  put  to  the  vote:  "  Is  Louis  guilty  of 
**  confpiracy  againft  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  and  of  attempts  againft  the  general  fafety 
,c  of  the  ftate  ?"  One  of  the  fecretaries  called  over  the  names  in  the  alphabetical  order  of 
the  departments.  The  names  being  called  over,  Vergneaux,  the  prefident,  faid,  of  feven 
hundred  and  thirty-five  voters,  fixrand-twenty  have  been  abfent  by  leave ;  five  by  ill- 
nefs ;  one  for  caufe  unknown  ;  fix- and- twenty  have  made  various  declarations,  and  fix 
hundred  and  ninety-three  have  voted  for  the  affirmative67.  I  do  declare,  in  the  name  of 
the  Convention, 

**  THAT  LOUIS  CAPET  IS  GUILTY  OF  CONSPIRACY  AGAINST 
«  THE  LIBERTY  OF  THE  NATION,  AND  OF  ATTEMPTS  AGAINST 
«  THE  GENERAL  SAFETY  OF  THE  STATE." 

The  fecqnd  queftion  was  then  put  to  the  vote  :  "  Shall  recourfe  be  had  to  the  appeal 
*'  to  the  people  before  inflicting  punifhment  ?"  A  great  number  of  members  afligned  rea- 
fons  for  voting  againft  the  appeal.  Almoft  all  of  them  feemed  to  dread  it,  as  a  fource  of 
civil  war.  Many  of  the  members  exprefied  their  indignation  at  having  feen  the  neareft 
relation  of  Louis  vote  againft  him.  To  which  he  replied,  "  I  think  only  of  my  duty,  and 
•'  I  fay — No!" — This  fecond  vote  of  Egalite  brought  the  following  remark  from  Bar- 
baroux  :  M  It  is  time  for  the  French  people  to  refume  the  exercife  of  their  fupremacy, 
41  tocrufha  faction,  in  the  midft  of  which  I  fee  Philip  d'Orleans,  whom  I  denounce  to 
*l  the  whole  Republic.  I  know  that  I  expofe  myfelf  to  all  their  poinards  ;  but,  as  the 
"  life  of  man  is  uncertain,  1  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  declaration68." 

The  calling  over  of  the  names  was  not  concluded  till  eleven  o'clock.  Twenty  mem- 
bers were  abfent  by  leave;  ten  did  not  vote;  three  were  indifpofed  ;  three  were  abfent 
without  known  caufe  ;  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  voted  for  the  negative,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty-three  for  the  affirmative.     The  prefident  declared, 

«  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  DECREES,  THAT  THE  JUDG- 
*•  MENT  WHICH  IT  SHALL  PRONOUNCE  UPON  LOUIS  CAPET, 
*<  SHALL  NOT  BE  SUBJECTED  TO  AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  PEOPLE." 

•7  Among  thefe  was  Egalite ! !! 

68  So  daring  and  violent  had  been  the  endeavours  of  the  faction  to  promote  the  defigns  of  Egalite,  that  the 
members  of  the  Convention  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  his  infamous  intention  of  fubverting  the  monarchy,  in  or- 
der either  to  poflefs  the  government  himfelf,  or  to  have  it  dependant  on  his  inflwnce  ;  aad  fee  was  thas  openly 
accufed  of  criminal  endeavours  to  attain  the  crown,  or  at  leaft  the  regency. 

5  D  2  Previous 
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Previous  to the  difcuflion  of  the  third  queAion.feveral  members  obferved,  that  as  the  Con- 
vention wifhed  to  excrciiethe  functions  of  judges, they  ought  to  adopt  the  form  generally 
d,  of  not  condemning  an  accuftd"  pcrfon  but  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes. 
After  fomc  debate  the  Convention  determined,  that  the  majority  fhould  be  fimplc,  that  is, 
th.it  cue  fhould  be  a  majority.  At  a  quarter  pall  feven  at  night,  the  Convention  pro- 
cci  ded  to  the  nominal  appeal09  upon  this  qucfiion  :  "  What  punifhment  ought  to  be  in- 
"  flicked  on  Louis  Capet?" — Although  we  have  anticipated  the  fentiments  of  the  Con- 
vention in  general,  we  truft  a  fketch  of  the  opinions  of  a  few  of  the  molt  leading  mem- 
bers of  both  parties,  as  individually  delivered  on  this  memorable  occafion,  will  not  be? 
unacceptable  to  our  readers. 

MaihU,  who  fpoke  nrff.,  voted  for  death  ;  and  requeued,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Con- 
venrir/n   would  take    into  confideration,    whether  they  ought  to  retard,  or  to  haften  that 

punifliment. Genfonne,    after  having  demanded  that  they  fhould  apply  to  Louis  the 

punifhment  awarded  to  high  treafon  in  the  criminal  code,  expreffed  his  defire,  in  order 
to  prove  to  Europe  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  French  people  made  no  exception  in, 
favour  of  any  guilty  perfons,  that  they  fhould  give  orders  for  the  minifters  of  jufrice  to. 
profecute  the  aflaffins  of  the  fecond  of  September.  This  propofal  of  Genfonne  did  not 
intimidate  the  fanguinary  faclion  to  which  he  alluded. Philippe  Egaliie,  in  pronounc- 
ing the  fentence  of  death,  faid,  "  Infenfible  to  every  fentiment  but  that  of  my  duty. 
"  convinced  that  thofe  who  confpire  againft  theircountry  deferve  death,  I  vote  for  death." 

SaUes.  "  All  we  have  left  is  the  choice  of  the  evils  which  threaten  our  country — for- 

"  tunateJy  Louis  the  Sixteenth  leaves  after  him  a  man  who,  of  all  others,  is  the  fitteff  to 

"  difguft  us  with  royalty." Condorcct.   "  I  do  not  vote  for  death,  as  1  never  fliall  give. 

"  my  voice  for  it  :  I  do  not  vote  for  imprifonment,  becaufe  I  am  a  judge,  and  the  (en- 
<s  tence  of  imprifonment  is  to  be  found  in  no  law  ;  but  I  vote  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
"  moil:  important  point  after  the  fentence  of  death  ;   whether  it  will  be  expedient  to  defer 

"  or  accelerate  the  execution  of  the  fentence." Yfabcau.  "  It  is  as  much  repugnant  to. 

'♦  my  character  as  to  my  principles,  to  pronounce  fentence  pf  death  againft  any  man  ex- 
■■'  cept  a  tyrant  7°,  for  a  tyrant  appears  to  me  not  to  be  a  man.  At  prelent  it  is  not  I 
"  who  pronounce  that  fentence,  but  the  law.  This  fliall  be  the  firft  and  the  only  time 
"  of  my  life,  that  that  terrible  word  fhall  proceed  from  my  mouth  ;  fori  fhould  not  con- 

69  The  Nominal  4p£e«Ij  adapted  by  the  Convention,  on  the  prefent  and  fevcr.il  fubfequent  occasions,  in  order  to 
individuate  the-  opinions  of  the  members,  was  a  regulation  conducted  in  the  following  manner:  The  fecretary 
called  over  the  names  of  the  members,  in  the  order  of  the  departments,  and  every  one  in  his  turn  afcended  the 
tribune,  from  whence  he  delivered  his  vote,  and  thofe  who  thought  proper  explained  the  reafons  which  induced 
their  decifion. 

~'°  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  no  other  ftyle  was  adopted,  fmce  the  firft  meeting  of  the  National, 
Convention  (when  fpeaking  of  his  majefty)  than,  "  The  Tyrant,"  "  Capet,"  "Louis  the  Last,"  "The  Pri. 
"  son«r,"  &c.  ice.  together  with  every  other  degrading  or  ironical  epithet  which  the  malicious  ingenuity  of  thefa 
partial  and  mercilefs  legiflators  could  invent.  Even  the  patronimic  name  of  Bourbon  was  cautioufly  emitted  pro- 
bably as  carrying  a  popular  found,  and  reminding  the  people  of  their  favourite  Henry  the  Fourth.  On  the  nrft 
.adoption  of  this  infulting  mode,  Louis  appeared  to  be  much  hurt.-  but  his  feelings  foon  fubfided,  and  he  received 
that,  as  he  did  every  reiterated  infult,  vvith  calmnefs  and  refignation. 

"  tinue 
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"  tinue  in  exigence   had  my  country  another  king  to  condemn.     I  vote  for  the  punifh- 

n  meilt  of  death  " Dcfi'igoyte.-  "  I  will  not  enter  into  any  compofition  with  tyrants. 

m  I  vote  for  death,andafpeedy  execution  of  the  fentence." Garron  de  Goulon.  "  I  am 

"of  opinion,  that  we  cannot  exercife,  at  the  fame  time,  the  functions  of  accufers, 
"judges,  and  jury.  The  people  did  not  .delegate  to  us  the  right  of  pronouncing  with- 
**  out  their  ratification.  I  confider  it  to  be  tyranny,  when  men  place  themfelves  above 
"  that  evcr-facred  law,  the  Sovereignty  of  the  People,      I   refpecl  the  opinions  of  thofe 

"  who  entertain  fentiments  different  from  mine,  Hut  I  cannot  adopt   them." Pens  de 

Verdun.  "  Louis  has  gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  hfs'  conftitutional  inviolability.  I  fee 
"  the  fame  difference  between  thofe  crimes  provided  for  by  that  conftitution  which  he 
"  firft  annihilated,  and  thofe  of  which  he  lias  rendered  himfelf  guilty,  as  between  poi- 
"  foning  and  affaffination.  As  he  has  exceeded  the  meafbre  of  the  crime,  the  punifh- 
*J  ment  incurred  fhould  be  the  greater.  The  kirtg,  as  an  individual,  has  placed  himfelf, 
"  in  regard  to  punifhment,  on  a  footing  with  unprivileged  confpirators  ;  for,  in  regard 
**  to  criminality,  he  has  been  always  privileged.  He  is  more  criminal  than  they— Should 
"  this  be  a  reafon  for  treating  him  with  lefs  feverity  ?  The  Rights  of  Man  loudly  ex- 
"  claim  againft  fuch  injuftice.  They  would  reproach  me  with  difguifing  it  under  the 
"  name  of  policy  ;  with  covering  it  under  the  pufillanimous  pretence  of  falfe  incom- 
*.'  petence  ;  and  with  weaknefs,  fhould  I  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  frightened  with  vain  phantoms. 
u  Louis  has  been  aecufed  by  the  whole  nation  of  having  confpired  againft  it.  We  have 
"  declared  him  guilty.  My  conscience  bids  me  open  the  penal  code:  it  pronounces 
"againft  Louis  the   fentenc3  of  death,   which  feveral  of  his  accomplices  have  already 

"  fuffercd." Cambaccres.   "  The  National  Convention,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  de- 

<-  cree,  that  Louis  has  incurred  the  punifhment  pronounced  by  the  law  againft  confpira- 
•'  tors.  The  execution  of  this  decree  ought,  however,  to  be  fufpended  till  the  ceffation 
"  of  h«ftilities,  when  the  Convention,  or  the  legiflative  body  who  fhall  fucceed  it,  may 
«'  finally  deterinine  refpecliag  the  fate  of  Louis;  who,  in  the  mean  time,  fhould  be  kept 
<4  in  confinement.     But  in  cafe  the  enemies  of  the  republic  fhall  invade  the  French  ter- 

"  ritories,  the  decree-  ought  that  inftant  to  be  put  in  execution." Robefpierre.  "  Be- 

«'  caufe  you  have  eftablifhed  yourfelves  the  judges- of  Louis,   without  the  ufual  forms, 
"  are  you  lefs  his  judges  ?   You  cannot  feparate  your  quality  of  judge  from  that  of  legif- 
"  iator.      Thefe  two  qualities  are  indivifible.      You  have  acknowledged  the  crimes  of 
"  the  tyrant  ;   it  is  your  duty  to  punifh  them.  No  confideration  fhould  make  you  hefitate 
"  refpecting  the  punifhment  referved  for  the  greateft  criminal  that  everexifted.  I  vote  for 

11  death." Danton.    "  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  ftatefmen  who  know  not  how  to  deter- 

«  mine  but  fcoto  political  confiderations.  I  am  a  republican,  and  do  not  hefitate  refpe£r.- 
"  ing  the  choice  of  the  punifhment  referved  for  Louis  the  Laft.  You  ought  to  ftrikea^ 
"terror  into  tyrants  by  an  inflexibility  of  character.  Ivote  for  the  punifhment  of 
"  death." — Manuel.  "  Some  have  fpoken  to  us  of  the  Romans:  their  example  has  beea* 
"cited  ;  but  ought  we,  can  we  difpenfe  with  acknowledging  this  eternal  truth,  that  the. 
"right  of  death   belongs  ojily  to  nature.     Had  Louis   been  brought  before  ordinary 

"  judges . 
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•«  judges,  they  could  not  have  avoided  pronouncing  the  punifhment  of  death  ;  but  we, 
«'  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  are  not  bound  to  confult  a  penal  code,  ridiculoufly 
"  atrocious — We,  whom  the  nation  has  fent  to  difcover  error,  and  to  proclaim  truth,  do 
"  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  the  life  of  a  man,  though  criminal,  is  not  at  the  difpofal  of 
"  fociety.  I  vote  for  the  imprifonment  of  the  tyrant,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
"  in  that  place  where  the  victims  of  his  defpotifm  languished  ;  and  for  his  expulfion 

"  when  peace  fhall  be  fecured."- Condorcet.  "  I  declare  that  no  circumftance,  except 

"  theprefent,  could  induce  me  to  pronounce  fentence  of  death  againft  any  one.  I  re- 
«'  queft  that  the  fevereft  punifhment,  next  to  death,  may  be  inflicted  on  Louis  ;  but  in 
41  cafe  death  fhall  be  pronounced  againft  him,  I  requeft  that  the  political  confideration, 
"  prefented  by  Maihle,  viz.  "  Whether  the  punifhment  ought  to  be  accelerated  or  re- 
**  tarded?"  may  be  difcufled."— — Ducos.  "  At  a  time  when  I  am  about  to  pronounce  on 
*'  the  fate  of  Louis,  the  ci-devant  king,  my  duty  to  my  conftituents  and  to  ray  con- 
"  fcience,  requires  that  I  fhould  declare  thofe  principles  which  have  directed  my  judg- 
"  ment  and  opinion.  I  never  thought  that  the  National  Convention  ought  to  judge 
"  Louis.  I  never  doubted  that  they  had  a  right  to  do  fo  ;  but  I  thought  it  was  not  proper 
"  for  them  to  exercife  that  right.  They  decreed,  that  they  would  try  him.  Had  a  fenfe  of 
11  my  duty,  and  of  my  incompetence,  rejected  that  decree,  no  power  on  earth  could  have 
"  forced  me  to  have  executed  it.  It  was  repugnant  only  to  my  opinion,  and  my  opinion 
*'  was  filent  before  that  of  the  majority.  I  voted  againft  fubmitting  the  fentence  to  the 
*'  fanction  of  the  people,  becaufe  this  appeared  fubverfive  of  every  principle  of  reprefen- 
"  tative  government  under  which  I  wifh  to  live  and  die  ;  for  it  is  clear  to  me  as  demon- 
*'  fixation,  that  there  can  be  no  liberty  but  under  fuch  a  government ;  and  becaufe  the 
'*  people  cannot  at  the  fame  time  preferve  and  delegate  the  exercife  of  their  powers — have 
"  reprefentatives  and  be  unreprefented.  With  regard  to  the  forms  employed  in  conduct- 
"  ing  this  bufinefs,  I  am  of  opinion  they  have  gone  beyond  the  ufual  rules.  As  the 
*'  trial  ought  to  have  gone  beyond  them,  on  account  of  the  lingular  ftate  of  the  ac- 
"  cufed,  and  the  particular  nature  of  the  accufation,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  examine 
"  whether  they  were  conformable  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  the  tribunal ;  but  if  they 
**  were  fuflicientto  convince  me,  the  divifion  of  the  judiciary  functions  into  thofe  of  ac- 
**  cufers,  jury,  and  judge,  by  the  law,  is  at  once  a  precaution,  and  means  taken  by  fociety 
"  for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice — this  divifion,  however,  is  not  juftice.  Juftice 
"  confifts  in  a  juft  application  of  law  to  fa&s — This  is  what  I  look  for  in  the  prefent 
*'  trial.  I  declare,  that  the  extraordinary  ftate  of  the  accufed  could  alone  make  me  con- 
**  ceive  and  approve  the  extraordinary  form  of  the  fentence,  which  fhould  be  Angular, 
"  as  is  the  cafe  which  it  is  about  to  determine.  I  declare,  befides,  that  if  the  Conven- 
*'  tion  fhould  wifh  to  pafs  fentence  againft  a  common  citizen,  by  employing  the  fame  vio- 
"  lation  of  forms,  I  fhould  confider  it  as  criminal  and  tyrannical,  and  I  fhould  denounce 
*'  it  to  the  French  nation.  Citizens,  it  evidently  appears  to  me,  from  an  attentive  exa- 
"  mination  which  I  have  made  of  the  conduct  of  Louis  during  the  courfe  of  the  iegifla- 
"  tive  affembly,  and  from  the  papers  found  either  in  the  Thuilleries,  or  at  the  houfe  of 

"the 
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«  the  intendant  of  the  civil  lift,  that  Louis,  the  ci-devant  king,  is  convi&ed  of  having 
<*  confpired  againft  the  general  fafety  of  the  (late,  and  againft  the  liberty  of  the  nation  ; 
**  and  that  he  confequently  ought  to  undergo  the  punifliment  appointed  by  the  penal 
44  code  for  crimes  of  that  nature.  Citizens,  to  condemn  a  man  to  death  is,  of  all  ihe 
44  facrifices  which  I  have  made  to  my  country,  that  alone  which  ought  to  be  accounted 

44  as  any  thing." Thomas  Paine.  "  I  vote  for  the  provifional  confinement  of  Louis, 

44  and  for  his  expulfion  after  the  war." Briffot.    "  It  would  have  been  defirable  that 

44  the  punifliment  to  be  inflicted  on  Louis  fliould  have  been  pronounced  by  the  whole 
f<  nation.  It  would  have  been  the  beft  method  of  carrying  along  with  us  the  fentiments 
44  of  neighbouring  nations,  and  of  defeating  the  projects  of  the  tyrants  of  Europe,  who 
•'  defire  the  punifliment  of  Louis,  in  order  to  excite,  with  moie  fuccefs,  indignation  and 
ff  hatred  againft  the  National  Convention.  But  as  the  Aflembly  have  thought  proper 
**  to  reject  the  appeal  to  the  people,  I  am  now  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  only  way  of 
•*  avoiding  the  dangers  which  threaten  us,  is  to  pronounce  the  punifliment  of  death' 
44  againft  Louis,  and  to  defer  its  execution  to  the  moment  when  the  people  ftiall  have 
44  fanclioned  the  conftitution  which  we  ftiall  prefent  to  them.  I  know  that,  in  fome 
44  fenfe,the  opinion  which  I  deliver  may  be  calumniated  ;  I  have  only  to  offer,  in  reply  to' 
«'  my  enemies,  my  honourable  poverty.  The  moment,  perhaps,  is  not  far  diftant,  when 
44  I  fhall  bequeath  it  to  my  children  ;  but  while  I  live,  1  will  exert  myfelf,  with  all  my 
•*  power,  for  the  maintenance  of  order  ;  without  which,  a  republic  can  only  be  a  combi- 
♦'  nation  of  ruffians.  I  declare,  as  a  man  who  has  a  profound  knowledge  of  our  fuccefs, 
**■  of  our  refources,  and  of  thofe  of  the  powers  who  threaten  us,  that  we  have  nothing 
«'  to  fear  from  kings,  and  their  fatellites  ;  and  I  add,  that  if  we  do  not  deftroy  that  fyftenv 
**  of  diforganization  which  has  raifed  its  audacious  head,  the  republic  is  loft." 

The  difcuftion  was  now  interrupted  for  a  while  by  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  de- 
fenders of  Louis;  on  reading  which  it  was  decreed,  that  they  fliould  be  heard  after  the 
refult  of  the  nominal  appeal  fliould  be^proclaiined.  The  prefident  then  announced  that 
he  was  going  to  proclaim  the  refult  of  the  nominal  appeal.  The  moft  profound  filencc 
prevailed  for  feveral  minutes.  He  then  faid,  44  The  Aflembly  is  compofed  of  feven  hun- 
44  dred  and  forty-five  members— one  of  thefe  is  dead,  fix  indifpofed,  two  abfent  without 
44  caufe,  and  cenfured  in  the  minutes  conformable  to  the  decree,  eleven  abfent  upon  com- 
*4  millions,  andfourwhodo  not  vote;  making,  in  all,  twenty-three  members  whohave£;iven 
*4  no  opinion.  The  number  of  votes  is  thus  reduced  to  feven  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
*'  In  order  that  there  may  be  a  majority,  it  is  necelfary  that  there  fliould  be  a  union  of 
14  three  hundred  and  fixty- one  iuffrages.  Twenty-one  members  have  voted  for  death, 
44  with  the  demand  of  a  difcuffion  on  the  period  of  his  execution;  one  has  voted  for 
44  death,  with  the  referve  of  its  commutation  or  delay  ;  two  for  death,  not  to  be  carried 
**  into  execution  till  peace,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  of  the  French  territory,  in  whichi 
u  inftance,  to  be  inflicted  within  twenty-four  hours  after  fuch  invafion  has  taken  place ; 

44  two 
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u  two  for  imprifonment  In  chains  ;  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for  imprifonment  and 
"  banifhment;  three  hundred  and  fixty-fix  for  death  !"  The  prefldent  then  proceeded 
to  pronounce  the  following  fentence  : 

«  I  DECLARE  THEN,  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  CONVENTION, 
«  THAT  THE  PUNISHMENT  WHICH  IT  PRONOUNCES  AGAINST 
«  LOUIS  CAPET  IS— DEATH!" 

The  three  defenders  of  Louis  Capet  were  then  admitted  to  the  bar.  One  of  them 
(De  Seze)  faid,  "  Citizens  reprefentatives,  the  law  and  decrees  have  intruded  to  us  the 
"  lacred  function  of  the  defence  of  Louis.  We  come,  with  regret,  to  prefent  to  you 
"  the  laft  a<5V.of  our  funclion.  Louis  has  given  to  us  his  exprefs  charge  to  read  to  you 
"  a  letter  figned  with  his  own  hand,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

"  I  owe  to  my  own  honour,  I  owe  to  my  family,  not  to  fubfcribe  to  a  fentence  which 
"  declares  me  guilty  of  a  crime  with  which  I  cannot  accufc  myfelf.  In  confequence,  I 
"  appeal  to  the  nation,  from  the  fentence  of  its  reprefentatives;  and  I  commit,  by  thefe 
"  prefents,  to  the  fidelity  of  my  defenders,  to  make  known  to  the  National  Convention 
■"  this  appeal,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  and  to  demand  that  mention  of  it  be  made 
«'  in  the  minutes  of  their  fittings. 

"  Given  at  Paris,  Jan.  16th,  1793.  (Signed)  "Louis." 

De  Seze  then  refumed  his  fpeech.  He  reminded  the  Affembly  that  the  decree  of  death 
had  only  been  pronounced  by  a  majority  of  five  voices,  while  the  other  part  of  the  Af- 
fembly were  of  opinion,  that  the  fafety  of  the  country  required  another  decifion.  He 
warmly  conjured  them  toexamine  anew  the  queftion  of  appeal,  and  to  grant  to  humanity, 
to  theintereft  of  the  flate,  all  that  juftice  might  not  feeoi  imperioufiy  to  claim. 

Tronchet,  another  of  the  defenders  of  Louis,  protefted  againft  the  decree,  by  which  the 
Affembly  had  declared  that  the  fentence  {hould  bepaffed,  like  its  other  decrees,  by  an  ab- 
folute  majority.  He  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  decree,  obferving,  that  as  the  penal 
code  had  ferved  as  the  bafis  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  had  pronounced  the  punifhment 
of  death,  the  Affembly  ought,  conformably  to  that  code,  not  to  pronounce  the  punish- 
ment, except  by  two-thirds  of  the  voices.. 

Lamoignon  Malefherbes,  the  third  counfel  of  Louis,  begged  the  Convention  to  allow 
him  till  to-morrow  to  prefent  fome  obfervations  on  the  kind  of  majority  which  to  him 
feemed  neceflary,  before  fentence  fhould  have  been  pronounced.  He  regretted  that  he 
.cpuld  not  fpeak  extempore  with  fufficient  facility  to  enable  him  to  explain  his  ideas. 


The 
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The  prefldent  informed  the  counfet  7»  that  the  Convention  would  take  their  rcquefts 
into  confideration,  and  invited  them  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Robefpierre,  the  Convention  decreed — 1.  That  the  appeal inter- 
pofed  by  Louis  Capet  is  null,  being  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  power 
of  national  reprefentation  ;  and  that  all  citizens  are  forbidden  to  fupport  this  appeal,  un- 
der pain  of  being  punifhed  as  difturbers  of  the  public  tranquillity. — 2.  That  there  are 
no  grounds  for  attending  to  the  remonftrances  of  the  counfel  of  Louis,  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  majority  which  paffed  fentence  upon  him. 

The  difcuffion  of  the  queftion,  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  fufpend  the  execution 
of  the  fentence  paffed  againft  Louis  Capet,  was  adjourned  to  next  day.  The  Conven- 
tion rofe  at  eleven  at  night,  after  a  fitting  which  continued  thirty-fix  hours.  At  this 
fitting  the  Spanifh  court,  through  the  medium  of  its  minifter,  made  a  becoming  inter- 
pofition  on  the  part  of  the  unfortunate  Louis;  but  the  reading  of  the  letter  was  rejected 
with  equal  haughtinefs  and  imprudence. 

The  day  following  Breard  moved, — 1.  That  the  fecietaries  fhould  retire,  and  make 
out  a  copy  of  the  minutes,  that  it  might  be  prefented  to  the  Convention  to-morrow,  at 
the  opening  of  the  fitting. — 2.  That  the  Convention  fhould  order  an  addrefs  to  the  peo- 
ple, on  the  trial  of  Louis  Capet,  to  be  drawn  up. Thurlot.  "  I  oppofe  the  fecond  pro- 

"  pofition,  as  contrary  to  the  dignity  of  the  Convention,  and  to  the  glory  of  the  French 
"  people ;  fince  it  would,  on  the  one  hand,  reprefent  the  trial  of  Louis  as  an  illegal  a£t, 
"  which  had  need  to  be  juftified  ;  and  would,  on  the  other,  be  fuppofing  that  a  number 
"  of  the  French  people  were  partizans  of  the  tyrant.  I  move,  that  the  fecretaries  fhall 
"  immediately  prefent  the  exaft  refult  of  the  appel  nominal;  and  that  the  Convention 
*'  fhall  not  feparate,   until  they  have  determined  on  the  refpite  demanded  in  favour  of 

"Louis." Tallien.  "  1  fecond  this  motionyiowz  motives  of  humanity.     Louis  knows 

"  that  he  is  condemned  ;  would  it  not  be  the  height  of  barbarity  to  fuffer  him  to  remain 
•'  long  in  the  horrible  agony  of  fufpenfe  ?" Couthon.  **  I  requeft,  in  the  name  of  hu- 

7*  It  fhould  be  mentioned  here,  that,  exclufive  of  the  counfel  chofen  by  Louis  for  his  defence,  feveralof  his  for- 
mer adherents  made  various  efforts  to  eftablifh  his  innocence.  Among  thefe  flood  M.  Cazales,  fo  diftinguifhed  in 
the  firft  Affembly  by  his  zeal  for  monarchy  and  ariftocracy,  and  who  was  then  in  England :  he  folicited,  though  he 
knew  it  muft  be  at  the  rifk  of  his  life,  a  paffport,  to  enable  him  to  appear  as  counfel  for  Louis;  the  fame  offer  was 
made  by  M.  Narbonne,  ex-minifter  of  war,  and  M.  Lally-Tolendal  :  a  more  feeble  effort  was  made  by  M.  de 
Bouille,  who  transmitted  an  atteffation  in  his  favour,  refpecling  the  flight  to  Montmidi,  and  a  letter  of  M.  Choifeul, 
teftifying  the  king's  difpleafure  at  the  money  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  Bouille  on  that  account,  having  been 
paid  to  his  brothers.  M.  Bertrand  alfo,  ex-minifter  of  the  marine,  then  an  emigrant  in  England,  ottered  to  appear  as 
an  evidence.  He  tranfmitted  papers  to  prove  that  both  parties  negociated  with  the  king  in  fecret ;  but  thefe  papers 
were  not  produced,  becaufe  they  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  character  of  Danton,  La  Croix,  and  other  of  the 
lfaders,  both  of  the  Jacobin  and  Gironde  parties. 

5   E  "  manliyt 
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"  manity,  that  Tallien's  motion  may  be  adopted.  Louis  is  informed  of  his  fate,  every 
M  moment  of  delay  is  a  pnnifliment,  and,  to  many  people,  fuch  apunifhment  would  be 
««  worfc  than  death.  Every  fentence  in  criminal  cafes  ought  to  be  executed  in  four-and- 
«  twenty  hours.  I  well  know,  that  by  this  grand  example  of  juftice,  we  fhall  draw 
«  down  upon  our  heads  the  fury  and  vengeance  of  tyrants  ;  but  thefe  refleaions  have  no 
«  weight  here  ;  and  fuch  is  the  fervice  we  render  to  humanity,  that  we  tear  afide  the 
«  veil  give  to  the  people  of  all  nations  an  idea  of  their  force  ;  and,  by  ftriking  off  the 
*  head  of  Louis,  ftrike  all  tyrants.  I  fupPort,-then,  the  motion  of  Tallien,  and  requefl 
«  that  the  following  article  may  be  added  to  the  fentence  of  death,  viz.— 1  he  execu- 
"  five  council  fhall  immediately  fend  the  prefent  decree,  by  exprefs,  to  the  eighty-four 
«  departments.     It  fhall  be  executed  in  the  Place  de  Caroufel,  and  an  account  of  its  exe- 

<«  cution  /hall  be  delivered  in  four-and-twentv  hours." Robcfpurre.  "  We  have  voted 

«  for  the  death  of  the  tyrant— wc  muft  no  longer  think  of  negotiating  w.th  tyranny. 
"  I  cannot  allow  tnyferf  to  imagine,  that  there  is  in  this  Convention  a  fingle  man  who 
«  will  refufe  to  participate  in  theory  of  that  courage  by  which  we  fhall  fecure  the  ad- 
«  miration  of  pofterity  !!  With  regard  to  the  queftion  of  a  refpite,  T  think  you  ought  to 
«  fet  it  afide  through  humanity.  If  you  do  not  determine  in  the  courfe  of  this  fitting, 
«  I  requeft  that  your  utmoft  delay  may  only  be  an  adjournment  till  to-morrow."— After 
much  altercation  this  requeft  was  complied  with.  Before  the  Convention  adjourned,  a 
filly  report  wasfpread,  of  attempts  having  been  made  to  fet  fire  to  the  apartments  of  the 
late  king.  It  was,  however,  added,  that  they  had  been  perceived  time  enough  to  pre- 
vent any  bad  confequences. 

On  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  Marat  demanded  that  the  Affembly  fhould  decree  that 
there    is  no  room  to  deliberate  on  the  queftion  of  delay,  and  that  the  tyrant  be  fent  to 

punifhment   within  four-and-twenty  hours. Pons   de  Verdun.    "  The  queftion  pro- 

*'  pofed  to  you  to-day  has  been  already  completely  difcuffed.  You  have  feveral  times 
««  taken  up  the  queftion  of  delay  upon  political  confiderations,  and  likewife  in  the  dif- 
«<  cuflion  on  the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  that  which  preceded  the  laft  appel  nominal;  fo 
"  that  they  propofe  to  you  to  recur  to  a  queftion  which  has  been  already  three  times  de- 
"  cided.  They  propofe  to  you  to  entail  upon  yourfelves,  with  refpect  to  foreign  na- 
"  tions,   the  fcandal  of  having  pronounced  fentence  of  death  before  you  had  examined 

"  whether,  upon  political  confiderations,    it  ought  to  be  executed." Genfonne.  "  I 

"  approve  of  the  opinion  of  Pons  ;  but  if  it  is  not  proper  to  occupy  a  long  time  in  the 
"  difcuflion  of  the  delay,  at  leaft  it  is  neceffary  to  take  the  meafure  calculated  to  enfure 
"  the  general  fafety,  before  we  carry  into  execution  the  fentence  of  death.  The  Con- 
"  vention  ought  to  fummon  to  its  bar  the  conftituted  authorities,  in  order  to  obtain  in- 
"  formation  whether  the  ftate  of  Paris  gives  reafon  to  apprehend  any  difturbance,  if  the 
"  execution  fhould  take  place  within  tour  and- twenty  hours.  Tt  is  proper  to  provide 
"  for  the  feeurity  of  perfons  and  property,  and  particularly  to  put  under  the  protection 
"  of  the  laws  the  children  of  the  condemned  fufferer  ;  for  the  execution  ought  not  to 

"  diftionour 
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"  difhonour  the  National  Convention.     I  demand,  then,  that  the  information  which  I 

*'  require  on  all  thefe  points,  be   immediately  ordered." Buzot  reprefented  the  per- 

fonal  dangers  which  threatened  thofe  who  approved  of  a  delay :  he  was  infenfible  to 
fuch  considerations.  The  Affembly,  in  order  to  abridge  the  trial  of  Louis,  had  been 
compelled  to  neglect  fome  cuftomary  forms.  This  deficiency  of  forms,  which  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment  was  of  little  confequence,  might  be  matter  of  ferious  reproach  to  the  Con- 
vention with  pofterity  ;  if,  by  the  delay,  they  did  not  prove  that  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings had  been  influenced  by  juflice,  and  not  by  precipitancy.  "  I  conclude" — faid 
he — "  that  the  execution  of  the  fentence  of  death  be  deferred  till  the  expulfion  of 
"  the  Bourbons.  If  you  do  not  remove  the  perfons  connected  with  the  tyrant,  you  will 
"  foon  have  a  king.     It  is  not  enough  that  Louis  fingly  perifh.     If  you  do  not  exter- 

"  minate  the  faction  who  might  give  him  a  fucceflbr,  you  are  undone." Thurlou  "  The 

"  decree  is  palled,  it  mult  be  executed.  They  tell  you  to  dread  the  refentment  of  the 
<<  departments  againft  an  improper  majority  ;  but  have  they  forgot  that  all  the  members 
"  ot  this  AfTembly  are  agreed  with  refpect  to  the  crimes  of  Louis?  They  are  forced  to 
*'  confefs,  that  the  city  of  Paris  has  but  one  opinion  in  regard  to  the  tyrant,  and  yet  they 
«<  infinuate  doubts  of  the  difpofitions  which  may  be  teflified  in  the  fequel.  No — I  am 
*'  not  afraid  to  fay,  that  there  is  not  one  Parifian  who  is  not  ready  to  fhed  his  blood  for 
«•  the  execution  of  your  decree.  Paris  does  not  wifh  for  a  new  defpot.  What  then  is 
"  this  ftrange  fyftem  of  facrificing  all  the  Bourbons? — facrificing  thofe  who  have  done 
"  nothing  againft  their  country;  while  they  have  not  the  courage  to  fpeak  to  you  of  thofe 
"  infamous  men  who  confpired  againft  liberty;  and,  while  they  knew  all  the  crimes  of 
4<  the  tyrant,  attempted  to  fave  him.  I  conclude  with  demanding,  that  Louis  be  exe- 
"  cuted  within  four-and-twenty  hours,    aad  that  the   executive  council  be  charged  to 

"  take  the  meafures  neceflary  to  enfure  the  public  fafety." Barbaroux.  "  It  is  evident 

tl  that  if  the  French  republic  perifhes,  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  in  Europe  will  be 
««  retarded  feveral  centuries.  They  are  little  acquainted  with  the  politics  of  courts,  who 
"  think  that  the  death  of  Louis  will  furni/h  a  pretext  to  foreign  powers  for  declaring 
"  war  againft  us.  The  execution  of  the  fentence  ought  to  be  haftened  from  many  con- 
*•  fiderations,  and  I  think  the  expulfion  of  all  the  Bourbons  is  a  meafure  of  general  (a(c~ 
il  ty.  I  vote,  then,  for  the  execution  of  the  fentence  ;  and  move,  that  before  the  defi- 
"  nitive  fentence   be  pronounced,   the   Convention  fhall  pafs  fentence   of  bani fhment 

**  againft  all  the  Bourbons." Condorcet.    "  Whatever  courfe  you  purfue,   there  are 

"  doubtlefs  dangers  which  you  cannot  avoid.  I  think  I  can  prove,  that  for  the  dangers 
■"  of  refpite  there  are  fuflicient  remedies,  or  remedies  which  may  at  leaft  leiTen  them. 
"  Hitherto  we  have  had  only  to  combat  kings,  and  armies  attached  to  the  caufe  of  ty- 
*l  rants  by  fevere  difcipline.  The  people  have  remained  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty,  the 
"  effect  of  which  has  been  favourable  to  us.  Kings  are  endeavouring  to  inftigate  them 
41  againft  us ;  to  gain  their  end  they  will  take  advantage  of  the  execution  of  Louis,  arid 
**  they  will  fucceed  if  you  are  not  on  your  guard.     Let  us  prove  to  the  whole  woild  that 

j5  E  2  "  we 
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"  we  are  not  barbarians:  and  that  if  we  wifh  for  the  death  of  the  tyrant,  we  wifh  alfo 
"  for  the  happinefsof  mankind. — Let  us  ftrike  the  ci-devant  king,  but  let  us  abolifh  the 
"  punifhment  of  death  for  all  private  crimes,  and  referve  it  only  for  treafon.  Let  us 
M  haften  to  revife  our  fyftem  of  taxation,  to  eftablifh  beneficent  laws,  to  form  a  fyftem  of 
«'  public  inftrudtion,  and  to  meliorate  the  management  of  our  hofpitals.  We  may  then 
"  anfwer  tyrants,  if  they  reproach  us  with  the  death  of  Louis ;  and  we  may  reft  affured, 
"  that  with  fuch  difpofitions  he  may  then  be  executed  without  danger  in  four-and-twen- 

"  ty  hours." BriJJot.   "  Such  has  been  the  influence  of  the  French  Revolution,  that 

•«  at  London,  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  every  where,  "great  deference  is  paid  to  public  opinion. 
"  It  is  confulted,  it  is  feared,  and  attempts  are  made  to  corrupt  it.  The  public  opinion 
"  of  Europe  is  of  more  importance  to  us  than  armies.  In  this  ftate  ot  things,  the  im- 
"  mediate  execution  of  Louis  rauft  be  very  unfavourable  to  us.  There  are  in  Europe  two 
"  clafles  of  men  :  the  firft,  confifting  of  philofophers  and  friends  of  liberty,  will  not  fee 
"  the  neceflity  for  the  death  of  Louis,  and  will  think,  that  a  great  nation  ought  to  dif- 
"  dain  fanguinary  vengeance  ;  the  other,  compofed  of  the  flaves  of  prejudice,  will  con- 
"  llder  the  punifhment  of  a  king  as  the  greateft  of  crimes — and  both  will  unite  to 
"  condemn  us.  On  thefe  confiderations  I  vote  for  a  refpite  till  the  new  conftitution 
*'  fhall  be  ratified.  If  you  purfue  another  courfe,  you  rauft  declare  war  againft  Eng- 
"  land,  Spain,  and  Holland.  Give  an  example  of  moderation,  and  a  revolution  will  be 
"  accomplifhed  throughout  all  Europe." 

The  difcufllon  being  clofed,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  nominal  appeal  on  the 
oueftion,  "  Whether  the  execution  of  the  fentence  palled  againft  Louis  Capet  fhould 
"  be  delayed?" 

Several  members  wifhed  that  the  term  of  the  delay  to  be  voted  upon  fhould  be  firft 
decided.  Legendre  obferved,  that  the  firft  queftion  fhould  certainly  be,  Whether  there 
ought  to  be  any  delay  ?  and  that  the  Convention  could  afterwards  eafily  fix  the  term. 
Some  members,  when  they  voted,  wifhed  to  affign  their  reafons  ;  but  this  was  oppofed  by 
the  Convention,  and  the  members  were  permitted  to  pronounce  only,  YES,  or  NO. 
When  the  nominal  appeal  was  terminated,  the  prefident  announced,  that,  after  calling 
over  the  votes  upon  the  queftion,  "  What  punifhment  fhould  be  inflicted  on  Louis?" 
and  after  the  explanations  given  by  feveral  who  had  voted  for  death  with  reftriclions,  it  was 
found  that  the  fentence  of  death  pronpuced  upon  Louis  had  been  carried  by  a  majority, 
not  of  Jive,  but  of  tzventy-feven,  votes. 

The  prefident  then  declared  the-  refult  of  the  nominal  appeal  on  the  queftion, 
"  Whether  the  execution  of  the  fentence  fhould  be  delayed?"  Of  feven  hundred  and 
forty-eight  members,  feventeen  were  abfent  by  commiflion,  twenty-one  from  ficknefs, 
eight  without  any  affigned  reafon,  twelve  did  not  vote,  three  hundred  and  ten  voted  for 
delaying  the  execution  of  the  fentence,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty  for  carrying  it  into 

immediate 
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immediate  effect.  The  Convention  then  ordered  their  decree  to  be  immediately  notifiel 
to  the  executive  council,  with  oniers  to  give  an  account  the  next  day,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
of  the  meafures  taken  to  put  it  in  execution  within  four-and-twenty  hours. 

Cambaceres  thpn  faid,  "  Citizens,  by  pronouncing  fcntence  of  death  againft  the  laft 
"  king  of  the  French,  you  have  done  an  a£f,  the  remembrance  of  which  will  not  pafs 
*'  away,  and  which  will  be  recorded  by  the  graver  of  immortality  in  the  annals  of  hif- 
"  tory.  Public  fafety  could  alone  prefcribe  to  you  that  awful  decree.  Since  it  is  paff- 
"  ed,  1  ftand  up,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  perfon  who  is 
"  the  objecl  of  it.  Let  us  allow  him  every  poffible  confolation  ;  and  let  us  take  proper 
"  meafures  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  national  will  from  being  fullied  with  any 
*'  ftain.     I  move,  therefore,  the  following  propofitions  : 

**  i.  The  executive  council  fhall  be  immediately  fummoned,  and  a  copy  of  the  decree 
"  which  pronounces  fentence  of  death  againft  Louis  fhall  be  delivered  them. 

"2.  The  executive  council  fhall  be  charged  to  notify  this  decree  to  Louis  in  the 
*•  courfe  of  the  day;  to  caufe  it  to  be  executed  within  four-and-twenty  hours  after  it  has 
**  been  notified  to  him  ;  to  take  every  meafure  of  fafety  and  police  which  to  them  fhall 
. «'  appear  neceffary,  during  the  execution  ;  to  be  careful  that  no  infult  be  offered  to  the 
"  remains  of  Louis  ;  and  to  give  an  account  of  their  million  to  the  National  Con- 
u  vention. 

"  3.  The  mayor  and  municipal  officers  of  Paris  fhall  be  enjoined  to  fuffer  Louis  to 
««  communicate  freely  with  his  family,  and  to  have  with  him  fuch  priefls  as  he  may  de- 
"  fire  in  his  laft  moments. 

Thefe  propofitions  were  unanimoufly  adopted,  with  an  amendment  by  Briffbt,  that 
the  executive  council  fhould  not  be  called  till  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  fit- 
ting rofe  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

On  the  twentieth  the  executive  council  met  for  the  execution  of  the  decree,  and  fum- 
moned the  commiffioners  of  the  directory  of  the  department,  the  mayor,  the  commandant- 
general,  the  public  accufer,  and  the  prefident  of  the  criminal  tribunal  of  the  department 
of  Paris,  to  attend.  After  having  concerted  fome  meafures  with  them,  the  minifterof 
juftice,  the  prefident  of  the  council,  another  member,  and  the  fecretary  of  the  council, 
accompanied  by  two  members  of  the  department,  and  the  mayor,  repaired,  at  two  o'clock 
precifely,  to  the  apartment  of  Louis.  The  prefident  of  the  council  informed  Louis, 
that  he  was  charged  by  the  executive  council  to  notify  to  him  an  extract  of  the  minutes 
of  the  fittings  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  fifteenth,  feventeenth,  nineteenth, 
and  twentieth  of  January.  The  fecretary  of  the  council  read  the  extract  to  him  as 
follows  : 
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"  i.  The  National  Convention  declares  Louis  Capet,  laft  king  of  the  French,  guilty  of 
«  a  confpiracy  againft  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  and  of  a  crime  againft  the  general  fafety 
•'  of  the  Hate. 

««  2.  The  National  Convention  declares,  that  Louis  Capet  fliall  undergo  the  punifh- 
«'  mentof  DEATH. 

'•  3.  The  National  Convention  declares,  that  the  a£t,  of  Louis  Capet,  brought  to  the 
"  bar  by  his  counfel,  and  termed  an  appeal  to  the  nation  on  the  fer.tence  patted  againft 
««  him  in  the  Convention,  is  null  ;  and  forbids  every  perfon  from  giving  it  authority,  on 
"  pain  of  being  profecuted,  and  puniflied,  as  guilty  of  a  crime  againft  the  general  fafety 
"  of  the  republic. 

"  4.  The  temporary  executive  council  fliall  notify  the  prefent  decree,  within  the  day, 
"  to  Louis  Capet,  and  fliall  take  the  neceffary  meafures  of  police  and  fafety,  to  fecure 
"  its  execution  within  four-and-twenty  hours,  reckoning  from  the  notification,  and  fhall 
«'  render  an  account  of  the  whole  to  the  National  Convention  immediately  after  its 
41  execution." 

When  the  fecretary  had  firjifhed  reading,  Louis  made  a  reply  nearly  to  the  fame  effect 
as  the  contents  of  a  paper  which  he  drew  from  his  port-folio.  The  minifter  of  juftice 
anfwered,  that  the  members  of  the  council  then  prefent  would  withdraw  to  deliberate  on 
his  demands  :  but  not  being  able  to  come  to  any  resolution  by  themfelves,  they  returned 
to  lay  them  before  the  council,  who,  after  hearing  them  read,  refolved  that  they  fhould 
be  communicated  to  the  Convention.     They  are  as  follow  : 

"  I  demand  a  delay  of  three  days,  that  I  may  be  able  to  prepare  myfelf  for  appearing 
"  before  God:  I  demand,  for  this  purpofe,  to  be  permitted  to  fee  freely  the  perfon  whom 
"  I  fliall  point  out  to  the  commiflioners  of  the  commons;  that  this  perfon  may  be  fe- 
"  cure  from  all  fear,  and  from  all  uneafinefs,  for  the  aft  of  charity  which  he  fliall  per- 
*'  form  to  me.  I  demand  to.be  delivered  from  the  perpetual  infpedtion  which  the  coun- 
"  cil  general  has  eftablifhed  for  fome  days  paft.  I  demand,  during  this  interval,  leave 
*'  to  fee  my  family  when  1  fliall  defire  it,  and  without  witneffes.  I  could  wifti  that  the 
"  National  Convention  would  confider  with  all  fpeed  of  the  lot  of  my  family,  and  per- 
"  mit  them  to  retire,  freely  and  conveniently,  whejrever  the  Convention  fliall  think 
"  proper.  1  recommend  to  the  benevolence  of  the  nation,  all  the  perfons  who  were  at- 
"  tached  to  me ;  there  are  many  of  them  who  expended  their  whole  fortune  on  their  fl~ 
"  tuations,  and  who,  having  no  longer  any  appointment,  muft  be  in  neceflity;  and  even 
41  fome  of  them  who  had  no  means  of  living  but  their  appointments.  Among  the  pen- 
**  fioners  are  many  aged  perfons,  women,  and  children,  who  had  no  other  means  of 
"  fubfiftence. 
At  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  Jan.  2otb,  1793.  (Signed)  "  Louis. 


:; 


"  As  we  were  retiring," — added  the  minifter— "  he  delivered  a  note  to  one  of  the 

u  commiflioners 
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*'  commiffioners,  of  the  commons,  in  a  hand-writing  different  from  his  own,  containing 
"  the  name  of  his  confeflbr:  it  is  M.  Edgeworth,or  de  Fermon,  No.  483,  Ruedu  Bacq." 

The  Convention  decreed,  that  Louis  fhould  be  allowed  to  call  whatever  minifter  of 
religion  he  might  think  proper,  and  to  fee  his  family  without  witneffes.  They  autho- 
rifed  the  executive  council  to  inform  him,  that  the  nation,  always  great,  and  always  juft, 
would  attend  to  the  lot  of  his  family.  RefpedYmg  the  demand  made  in  favour  of  thofe 
who  depended  on  him  for  their  fubfiftence,  the  Convention  pajfed  to  the  order  of  the  day,. 
btxaufe  fucli  perfons  had  a  right  to  appear,  and  to  requeft  payment,  or  fome  other  indem- 
nity, if  debts  were  due  to  them.  They  pajjcd  alfo  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  uemand 
made  by  Louis,  that  the  execution  of  the  fentence  might  be  delayed  three  days.  The 
AfTembly  then  pajfed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  demand  of  Louis  to  be  freed  from  the 
perpetual  infpe£r.ion  of  the  council  general.  The  minifter  of  juftice  obferved,  that  the 
commiffioners  of  infpedtion  always  remained  in  an  apartment  contiguous  to  that  of 
Louis.  After  this,  the  provifionary  executive  council  made  the  neceflary  preparations 
for  the  execution  ;  and  immediately  iffued  the  following  proclamation  : 

"  Jan.  10th,  1793.     Second  Year  of  the  Republic. 

u  The  provifional  executive  council,  deliberating  on  the  meafures  to  be  taken  for  the 
"  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  National  Convention,  of  the  fifteenth,  feventeenth, 
5<  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  of  January,   1793,  enacts  the  following  regulations: 

"  1.  The  execution  of  the  fentence  of  Louis  Capet  fhall  take  place  tomorrow, 
**  (Monday,  the  twenty-firft  of  January.) 

"  2.  The  place  of  execution  fhall  be  La  Place  de  Revolution,  heretofore  Louis  XV. 
**  between  the  pedeftal  and  the  Champs-Elifies. 

"  3.  Louis  Capet  fhall  fet  out  from  the  Temple  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Co 
"  that  the  execution  (hall  take  place  at  noon. 

**  4.  The  commiffioners  of  the  department  of  Paris,  the  commiffioners  of  the  muni- 
"  cipality,  and  members  of  the  criminal  tribunal,  fhall  affift  at  the  execution  ;  the 
"  fecretary-regifter  of  the  tribunal  fhall  draw  up  the  minutes ;  and  the  faid  commiffioners, 
"  and  members  of  the  tribunal,  as  foon  as  the  execution  is  over,  fhall  return  and  give  an 
"  account  to  the  council,  who  fhall  continue  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  fitting  during  the 
"  whoieday. . 

"  By  the  provifional  executive  council. 
"Roland,  Claviere,  Monge,  Le  Brun,  Garat,  Pache." 

When  the  minifter  of  juftice  returned  to  the  Temple,  he  informed  the  king,  that  the 
Convention  acquiefced  in  moft  of  his  demands;  he  gave  a  favourable  interpretation  to 
the  general  anfwer  which  had  been  given  to  that  refpe&ing  the  lot  of  his  family  ;  but 
added,  that  the  delay  was  refufed.    "  It  is  immaterial,"  replied  Louis,  "  we  mult  fubmit.'*' 

There; 
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There  is  fomething  infinitely  harfh  and  revolting  to  humanity  in  the  refufal  of  this 
laft  requeft,  which  there  is  every  rcafon  to  believe,  from  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  king,  proceeded  from  the  pious  motive  which  lie  affigned,  and  not,  as  his  enemies 
have  fuggefted,  from  a  weak  defire  of  prolonging  a  wretched  exiftence. 

When  the  minifter  of  juftice  had  retired,  the  king  gave  to  one  of  the  commiflioners 
a  letter,  acklreffed  to  Mr.  Edgeworth,  who  was  the  perfon  he  wifhed  to  attend  him  in  his 
laft   moments. 

Mr.  Edgeworth's  father  was  originally  a  proteftant  clergyman,  of  a  good  family  in 
Ireland,  but  was  converted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  had  eftablifhed  himfelf 
in  France,  where  he  bred  his  fon  an  ecclefiaftic,  in  the  faith  which  he  himfelf  preferred. 
The  fon  recommended  himfelf  fo  much  by  his  good  conduct  and  excellent  character,  that 
he  was  chofen  by  the  princefs  Elizabeth  as  her  confeffor ;  by  which  means  he  became 
known  to,  and  highly  efteemed  by,  the  king ;  of  which  he  gave  the  ftrongeft  proof,  by 
fending  for  him  on  this  awful  occafion. 

The  king's  letter  was  carried  to  Mr.  Edgeworth  by  three  foldiers,  fent  by  the  council  of 
the  commune.  The  contents  of  the  letter  were  requeftinghis  attendance;  but  if  he  found 
himfelf,  from  apprehenfion  of  the  confequence,  or  any  other  caufe,  averfe  to  accept  that 
melancholy  office  entreating  him  to  find  another  ecclefiaftic  who  had  not  the  fame  reluc- 
tance. Mr.  Edgeworth  informed  the  foldiers,  that  he  would  attend  them  directly.  His  mother 
and  fifter  were  then  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Paris  ;  he  defired  madame  d'Argouge,  a  re~ 
lation  with  whom  he  lived  when  in  town,  not  to  inform  them  of  what  had  happened, 
becaufehe  perceived  that  lady  was  greatly  alarmed,  and  feared  fhe  might  communicate 
her  apprehenfions  to  them.  Mr.  Edgeworth  was  conducted  firft  before  the  council  in 
the  Temple,  and  then  to  the  king.  On  his  being  introduced,  he  infiantly  fhewed  fuch 
marks  of  refpect  and  fenfibility,  as  affected  the  unfortunate  prince  fo  much,  that  he  burft 
into  tears,  and  was  forfome  moments  unable  to  fpeak :  at  length  he  laid — "  Excufe  me, 
"Mr.  Edgeworth,  I  have  not  been  accuftomed,of  late,  to  the  company  of  men  like  you." 

After  paffing  fome  time  with  his  confeflbr,  the  king  thought  he  had  acquired  fufficient 
fortitude  to  bear  an  interview  with  his  family.  The  queen,  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  with 
the  prince  and  princefs  royal,  were  conducted  to  his  apartment.  They  continued 
near  three  hours  together — Imagination  cannot  picture  a  fcene  more  affecting  than 
this  interview — Perfons,  fo  lately  placed  in  the  mofl  brilliant  fituation  that  the  world 
can  give — hurled  from  the  fummit  of  human  fplendour  to  the  depth  of  human  mi- 
fery.  A  fifter,  children,  and  wife,  in  a  prifon,  taking  their  laft  leave  of  a  brother, 
feather,  hufband,  and  a  king,  rendered  more  dear  by  his  paft  fufferiqgs,  their  common 
calamity,  and  the  dreadful  fate  awaiting  him  the  following  day.  The  king,  though  af- 
fected at  differen:  times -beyond  the  power  of  expreffion,  retained  his  recollection  to  the 
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laft.  When  they  were  to  feparate,  the  princefs  Elizabeth  mentioned  their  hopes  of  fee- 
ing him  again  in  the  morning,  which  he  permitted  her  to  expect.  The  queen  was  in- 
confolable  ;  no  confideration  could  prevent  her  pouring  forth  her  indignation,  in  the 
moft  violent  expreflions,  againft  the  enemies  of  her  hufband.  In  the  bitternefs  of  her 
foul  flie  beat  her  breaft  and  tore  her  hair;  and  her  fcreams  were  heard,  at  intervals,  all 
that  night  of  agony  and  horror. 

After  his  family  had  withdrawn,  the  king  remained  fome  time  with  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ground  without  fpeaking;  then  with  a  profoundfigh  he  pronounced — "  It  was  indeed 
"  a  dreadful  moment !"  But  the  mifery  of  his  own  fate  did  not  fo  entirely  engrofs  his  mind 
as  to  exclude  all  folicitude  for  the  fate  of  others  ;  he  enquired  in  a  molt  affectionate  man- 
ner of  Mr.  Edgeworth  for  feveral  whom  he  confidered  as  his  friends,  and  particularly  for 
the  ecclefiaftics,  who  had  been  perfecuted  with  the  greateft  cruelty;  and  exprefTed  fatis- 
faction  at  hearing  that  many  of  them  had  efcaped  to  England,  where  they  were  received 
with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality.  Mr,  Edgeworth  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to  bed  for  four 
hours.  He  rofe  at  five;  and  expreffing  an  inclination  to  hear  mafs,  Mr.  Edgeworth 
informed  the  council,  who  were  fitting  in  the  Temple,  of  the  king's  requeft.  Some 
difficulties  were  made,  which  Mr.  Edgeworth  removed,  faying  that  the  ufual  ornaments, 
and  all  the  requifites  for  the  ceremony,  could  be  procured  from  a  neighbouring 
church.  Air.  Edgeworth  fhewing  great  folicitude  that  the  king  fhould  be  gratified,  one 
of  the  commiffioners  faid,  he  had  heard  of  people  who  had  been  poifoned  taking  the  fa- 
crament.  To  this  horrid  infinuation  Mr.  Edgeworth  made  no  other  reply,  than  by  calm- 
ly reminding  him  "  That  the  committee  were  to  procure  the  holt." 

The  necefTary  apparatus  being  provided,  Mr.  Edgeworth  faid  mafs,  and  adminiftered 
the  facrament  to*the  king;  and  then  mentioned  that  his  family  expected  to  fee  him  be- 
fore he  left  the  Temple.  The  king,  fearing  that  he  had  not  fufficient  fortitude  for  a  fe- 
cond  interview,  wifhed  to  fpare  them  the  agony  of  fucha  fcene,  and  therefore  declined  it. 

At  half  an  hour  after  eight  Santerre  arrived,  and  informed  him  that  he  had  received  or- 
ders to  conduct  him  to  the  place  of  execution.  After  paffing  a  few  minutes  in  private 
with  his  confeiTor,  he  came  to  the  outer  room,  where  Santerre  had  remained,  and  adureff- 
ing  him,  faid,  "  Let  us  go,  I  am  ready."  In  defcend'mg  to  the  court,  he  begged  the 
commiffioners  to  recommend  certain  perfons  who  were  in  his  fervice  to  the  commune; 
after  which,  not  imagining  that  Mr.  Edgeworth  intended  to  accompany  him  any  further, 
he  bade  him  adieu  ;  but  the  other  faid,  his  attendance  was  not  yet  over.  "  What  !" 
—faid  the  king — "  do  you  intend  to  adhere  to  me  ftill  ?"  "  Yes," — replied  the  confeffbr 
— "  to  the  laft." — The  king  walked  through  the  court  with  a  firm  ftep,  and  entered  the 
mayor's  coach,  attended  by  Mr.  Edgeworth,  a  municipal  officer,  and  two  commanders  at' 
the  national  guards. 

5  F  The 
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The  king  recited  the  prayers  for  perfons  in  the  agonies  of  death  during  the  conveyance 
from  the  Temple  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution.  When  the  carriage  flopped  at  the  fcaf- 
fold,  the  king  faid,  "  We  are  now  arrived."  He  inflantly  pulled  oft*  his  coat,  unbutton- 
ed the  neck  of  his  fhirt,  afcended  the  fcaffold  with  fteadinefs,  and  furveyed  for  a  few  mo- 
ments the  immenfe  multitude  ;  then  approaching  the  edge  of  the  fcaffold,  and  as  there 
was  a  great  noife,  made  a  motion  with  his  hand  for  filence,  which  inftantly  took  place; 
then  raifing  his  voice,  he  faid,  "  Frenchmen,  I  die  innocent.     I  pardon  all  my  enemies, 

"  and  I  wifli  that  France "     Santerre,  who  was  on  horfeback  near  the  fcaffold, 

made  a  fignal  for  the  drums  to  beat,  and  the  executioners  to  perform  their  office.    The 
king's  voice  was  quickly  drowned  in  the  noife  of  the  drums  and  trumpets. 

Three  executioners  then  approached  to  lay  hold  of  him  :  at  the  fight  of  a  cord,  with 
which  one  of  them  attempted  to  bind  his  arms,  the  king  for  the  fuft  time  fhewed  figns  of 
indignation,  and  feemed  as  if  preparing  to  rcfift.  Mr.  Edgeworth  put  him  in  mind 
that  the  Saviour  of  mankind  had  allowed  his  arms  to  be  tied:  he  no  fooner  pronounced 
this,  than  the  king  became  paflive  as  a  lamb.  The  executioners  laid  hold  of  him*  and 
placed  him  on  the  guillotine.  The  confeflbr  then  kneeling  with  his  face  near  to  that 
of  the  king,  pronounced  aloud,  "  Son  of  Saint  Louis,  afcend  to  heaven?"  The  blow 
was  given — Mr.  Ldgeworth's  face  was  fprinkled  with  the  king's  blood.  The  executioner 
walked  round  the  fcaffold,  holding  up  the  head  to  the  view  of  the  people.  The  crowd 
then  fhouted,  "  Vive  la  Nation  !   Five  la  Republiqueli  /" 

After 


73  The  following  account  of  the  laft  moments  of  the  unfortunate  Lewis  is  truly  interefting  :  It  is  extracted 
from  the  Letters  of  an  Englifh  Lady  at  that  time  in  Paris. 

"The  French  king  received  the  intelligence  of  his  approaching  fate  without  difmay.  He  difplayedfar  morefirm- 
nefs  upon  the  fcaffold  than  he  had  done  upon  the  throne,  and  atoned  for  the  weaknefs  and  inconfiftency  of  his  con- 
duct in  life,  by  the  calmnefs  and  fortitude  of  his  behaviour  in  death.  The  evening  before  his  execution,  his  fami- 
ly, from  whom  he  had  been  feparated  fmce  the  commencement  of  his  trial,  were  conducted  to  the  tower  of  the 
Temple,  and  allowed  the  fad  indulgence  of  a  laft  interview,  unmolefted  by  theprefence  of  his  guards.  Alas!  when 
imagination  pictured  the  anguifh  of  fuch  an  interviw,  it  was  not  neceffary  to  look  back  upon  the  former  elevation 
of  the  fufferer,  in  order  to  pity  the  gloomy  tranfition  in  his  fate  !  It  was  not  neceffary  to  recollect,  that  he  who  was 
the  following  morning  to  fuffer  death  upon  the  fcaffold,  was  once  the  firft  monarch  in  Europe,  and  would  be  led  to 
execution  through  the  ftreets  of  his  own  capital !  It  was  enough  to  confider  this  unfortunate  perfon  as  a  man 
a  hufband,  a  father  !  Ah,  furely,  amidft  the  agonies  of  final  feparation  from  thofe  to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the 
ftrongeft  ties  of  nature  and  affedion  !  furely,  when  we  cling  to  thofe  we  love,  in  the  unutterable  pang  of  a  laft  em- 
brace!— in  fuch  moments  the  monarch  muft  forget  his  crown,  and  the  regrets  of  difappointed  ambition  muftbe  un- 
felt  amidft  the  anguifh  which  overwhelms  the  broken  heart.  That  anguifh  was  not  confined  to  the  bofom  of  the 
king,  the  queen,  and  his  Mer;  the  princefs  his  daughter  has  attained  that  age  when  perhaps  the  foul  is  moft  fuf- 
ceptible  of  ftrong  impreffions,  and  its  fenfibility  moft  exquifite.  Even  the  young  prince,  who  is  only  in  his  ninth 
year,  caught  the  infeaious  forrow,  and,  while  his  eyes  were  bathed  in  tears,  cried,  fobbing,  to  Santerre,  "  Oh  !  let 
"  me  run  through  the  ftreets— I  will  go  to  the  diftrias— I  will  go  to  all  thefeaions,  and  beg  for  my  papa  !" 

"  Louis  had  fufficient  firmnefs  to  avoid  feeing  his  family  on  the  morning  of  his  execution.  He  defired  the 
queen  might  be  told  that  he  was  unable  to  bear  the  fight  of  her  and  his  children  in  thofe  laft  moments.  He  took  a 
ring  off  his  finger,  which  contained  fome  of  his  own  hair,  of  the  queen's,   and  of  his  two  children,  and  defired 

it 
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After  his  execution  many  perfons  feemed  eager  to  obtain  fome  part  of  hjs  cloaths. 
His  blood  was  taken  up  on  paper,  and  on  white  handkerchiefs,  by  perfons  who  had  not 
the  air  of  attaching  any  political  fuperftition  to  it.  Among  thefe  were  obferved  two 
young  men,  one  of  whom,  apparently  a  foreigner,  gave  a  boy  fifteen  livres  to  dip  a  verv 
fine  white  handkerchief  in  the  blood ;  the  other  gave  a  louis-d'or  for  the  hair-ribbon 
and  fome  of  the  hair. 


it  might  be  given  to  the  queen.  He  called  the  municipal  officers  round  him,  and  told  them,  it  was  his  dying  requeft, 
that  Clery,  his  va!et-de-chambre,  m;ght  remain  with  his  fon.  He  then  faid  to  Santerre,  "Let  us  go;"  and  after 
croffing,  with  a  hurried  pace,  the  inner  court  of  the  Temple,  he  got  into  the  mayor's  carriage,  which  was  in 
waiting,  and  was  attended  by  his  confeffor. 

"  The  calmnefs  which  Louis  the  Sixteenth  difplayed  on  this  great  trial  of  human  fortitude,  is  attributed  not  only 
to  the  fupport  his  mind  received  from  religious  faith,  but  alfo  to  the  hope  which  it  is  faid  he  cherifhed,  even  till  his 
laft  moment,  that  the  people,  whom  he  meant  to  addrefs  from  the  fcaffcld,  would  demand  that  his  life  might  be 
fpared  ;  and  his  confeffor,  from  motives  of  humanity,  had  encouraged  him  in  this  hope.  After  afcending  the  fcaf- 
foldwith  afirmftep,  twice  the  unhappy  monarch  attempted  to  fpeak,  and  twice  Santerre  prevented  him  from  being 
heard,  by  ordering  the  drums  to  beat  immediately.  Alas  !  had  he  been  permitted  to  fpeak,  poor  was  his  chance  of 
exciting  commiferation  !  Thofe  who  pitied  his  calamities  had  carefully  fhunned  that  fatal  fpot  ;  and  thofe  who  moft 
immediately  furrounded  him,  only  waited  till  the  ftroke  was  given,  in  order  to  dip  their  pikes  and  handker- 
chiefs in  his  blood ! 

*  Two  perfons  who  were  on  the  fcaffold  affert,  that  the  unhappy  monarch,  finding  the  hope  he  had  cherifhed  of 
awakening  the  companion  of  the  people  fruftrated,  by  the  impofiibility  of  his  being  heard,  as  a  laft  refource,  de- 
clared that  he  had  fecrets  to  reveal  of  importance  to  the  fafety  ofthe  ftate,and  defired  he  might  be  led  to  the  National 
Convention.  Some  of  the  guards  who  heard  this  declaration  cried,  "  Yes,  let  him  go  the  Convention  !"  Others 
faid,  "  No!" — Had  the  king  been  conducted  to  the  Convention,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  the  effect  which  would  have 
been  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  fight  of  their  former  monarch  led  through  the  ftreets  of  Pan?, 
with  his  hands  bound,  his  neck  bare,  his  hair  already  cut  off  at  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold,  in  preparation  for  the  fatal 
ftroke — with  no  other  covering  than  his  fhirt.  At  that  fight  the  enraged  populace  might  have  melted  into  tender- 
nefs,  and  the  Parifian  women,  among  whom  were  numbers  who  paffed  the  day  in  tears  of  unavailing  regret,  might 
have  rufhed  between  the  monarch  and  his  guards,  and  have  attempted  his  refcue,  even  with  the  rifque  of  life. 
Santerre,  who  forefaw  thefe  confequences,  and  perceived  the  danger  of  the  rifing  difpute  among  the  guards,  called 
to  the  executioner  to  do  his  office. — Then  it  was  that  defpair  feized  the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  monarch — 
his  countenance  affumed  a  look  of  horror — twice  with  agony  he  repeated,  "I  am  undone  I  I  am  undone  !"  His 
confeffor  meantime  called  to  him  from  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold,  "  Louis,  fon  of  Saint  Louis,  afcend  to  heaven!"— 
and  in  one  moment  he  was  delivered  from  the  evils  of  mortality. 

"  The  executioner  held  up  the  bleeding  head,  and  the  guards  cried  "  five  la  Republique .'"  Some  dipped  their 
handkerchiefs  in  the  blood — but  the  greater  number,  chilled  with  horror  at  what  had  paffed,  defired  the  comman- 
dant would  lead  them  inftantly  from  the  fpot.  The  hair  was  fold  in  feparate  treffes  at  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold  ; 
and,  as  if  every  incident  of  this  tragedy  had  been  intended  to  difplay  the  ftrange  vicifiitudes  of  human  fortune,  as 
if  eveiy  fcene  were  meant  "to  point  a  moral,"  the  body  was  conveyed  in  a  cart  to  the  pariih  church  of  Saint 
Madelaine,  and  laid  among  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  been  crufhed  to  death  on  the  Place  of  Louis  XV.  when 
Louis  the  Sr.U.enthwas  married,  and  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  before  the  chateau  of  the  Thuitlenes  on  the  tenth  of 
Auguft.  The  grave  was  filled  with  quick-lime,  and  a  guard  placed  over  it  till  the  corpfe  was  confurned.  The 
ground  was  then  carefully  levelled  with  the  fur  rounding  earth,  and  no  trace  or  veftige  remains  of  that  fpot  to 
which,  fhrouded  by  the  doubtful  gloom  of  twilight,  ancient  loyalty  might  have  repaired,  and  poured  a  tear,  or  fuper- 
ftition breathed  its  ritual  for  the  departed  fpirit. 

Before 
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Before  Louis  left  the  Temple,  he  delivered  a  packet  in  charge  to  one  of  the  commif- 
fioncrs,  containing  a  duplicate  of  his  will;  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  literally 
tranflated,  and  certified  by  a  municipal  officer  to  have  been  collated  with  the  original: 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Moft  Holy  Trinity,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
'*  this  day,  the  twenty-firft  of  December,  1792,  I,  Louis,  the  Sixteenth  of  the  name, 
"  king  of  France,  having  been  for  more  than  four  months  imprifoned  with  my  family 
"  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple  at  Paris,  by  thofe  who  were  my  fubjedts,  and  deprived  of 
<:  all  communication  whatfoever,  even  fince  the  eleventh  inftant,  with  my  own  family; 
«•  moreover,  being  implicated  in  a  trial  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  forefee  the  iffue,  on 
"  account  of  the  paffions  of  men,  and  for  which  no  pretext  or  means  can  be  found  in  any 
11  exifting  law  ;  having  only  God  for  the  witnefs  of  my  thoughts,  and  to  whom  I  caa 
"  addrefs  myfelf ;  here  declare,  in  his  prefence,  my  laft  will  and  fentiments. 

"  I  leave  my  foul  to  God,  my  creator;  I  pray  him  to  receive  it  in  mercy,  and  not  to 
"  judge  it  according  to  its  deferts,  but  according  to  thofe  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
"  offered  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God  his  father  for  us  men,  however  unworthy,  and  for 
•'  me  the  moft  unworthy.  I  die  in  the  union  of  our  mother,  the  Catholic,  Apoftolic, 
**  and  Roman  church,  who  holds  her  powers  by  an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  from  Saint 
"  Peter,  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  intrufted  them.  I  firmly  believe  and  acknowledge  every 
"  thing  contained  in  the  commandments  of  God  and  the  church,  the  facraments  and 
"  myfteries,  fuch  as  the  church  teaches,  and  hath  always  taught  them  ;  I  have  never 
11  pretended  to  make  myfelf  a  judge  of  the  different  modes  of  explaining  the  dogmas 
"  which  divide  the  church  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  I  have  conformed,  and  will  always  con- 
"  form,  if  God  grant  me  life,  to  the  decifions  which  the  higher  ecclefiaftics  of  the  Hc)y 
"  Catholic  church  give,  and  ihall  give,  conformably  to  the  difcipline  of  the  church  fol- 
"  lowed  fince  Jefus  Chrift.  I  lament,  with  all  my  heart,  our  brethren  who  may  be  in 
"  error,  but  I  pretend  not  to  judge  them,  and  I  love  them  no  lefs  in  Jefus  Chrift,  ac- 
"  cording  to  what  Chriftian  charity  teaches  us:  I  pray  God  to  pardon  me  all  my  fins; 
"  I  have  endeavoured  to  know  them  fcrupuloufly,  to  deteft  them,  and  to  humble  my- 
"  felf  in  his  prefence.  Not  being  able  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  miniftry  of  a  Catholic 
"  prieft,  I  pray  God  to  receive  the  confeffion  which  I  have  made,  and  above  all  my  pro- 
"  found  repentance  for  having  put  my  name  (though  it  was  againit  my  will)  to  acls 
"  which  may  be  contrary  to  the  difcipline  and  belief  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which 
"  I  have  always  remained  fincerely  united  in  heart;  I  pray  God  to  accept  of  my  firm 
"  refolution,  if  he  grant  me  life,  to  make  ufe,  as  foon  as  I  can,  of  the  miniftry  of  a 
"  Catholic  prieft,  to  confefs  myfelf  of  all  my  fins,  and  to  receive  the  faerament  of  re- 
•'  pentance  ;  I  requeft  all  thofe  whom  I  may  have  offended  through  inadvertence,  for  I 
"  do  not  recollect  having  knowingly  offended  any  one,  or  thofe  to  whom  I  may  have 
"  given  bad  example  or  fcandal,  to  forgive  me  the  evil  which  they  may  think  I  have 
l(  done  them. 

"  I  entreat 
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"  I  entreat  all  charitable  perfons  to  join  their  prayers  with  mine,  to  o:tain  of  God 
"  the  pardon  of  my  fins.  I  forgive,  with  all  my  heart,  thofe  who  have  made  themfelyes 
"  my  enemies  without  my  having  given  them  any  caufe  ;  and  I  pray  God  to  forgive 
*'  them,  as  well  as  thofe  who,  through  a  falfe  or  miflaken  zeal,  have  done  me  much  evil. 

"  I  recommend  to  God,  my  wife,  my  children,  my  fifter,  my  aunts,  my  brotheis,  and 
"  all  thofe  who  are  attached  to  me  by  the  ties  of  blood,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatfo- 
"  ever.  I  pray  God  particularly  to  look  with  the  eyes  of  mercy  on  my  wife,  my  chil- 
"  dren,  and  my  fifter,  who  have  long  been  the  partners  of  my  fufferings  ;  to  fuftam 
"  them  by  his  grace,  if  they  fhould  lofe  me  ;  and  as  long  as  they  fhall  remain  in  this 
"  peri lhable  world.  I  recommend  my  children  to  my  wife;  I  have  never  doubted  her 
"■  maternal  tendernefs  for  them.  J  recommend  to  her,  above  all,  to  make  them  good 
«'  Christians,  and  honeft  members  of  fociety  ;  to  make  them  confider  the  grandeurs  of 
"  this  world,  if  they  are  condemned  to  prove  them,  but  as  things  dangerous  and  perifli- 
"  able,  and  to  turn  their  views  towards  the  only  and  folid  glory  of  eternity.  I  requeft 
**  my  fifter  to  continue  her  tendernefs  to  my  children,  and  to  be  a  mother  to  them, 
"  if  they  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  lofe  their  own. 

"  I  entreat  my  wife  to  forgive  me  all  the  evils  which  fhe  fuffers  on  my  account,  and 
"  the  uneafinefs  which  I  may  have  caufed  her  in  the  courfe  of  our  union  ;  as  fhe  may 
*•  be  affured,  that  I  remember  nothing  againft  her,  if  fhe  thinks  fhe  has  any  thing  to  re- 
**  proach  herfelf  with.  I  earneftly  recommend  to  my  children,  next  to  their  duty  to» 
"  God,  which  they  ought  to  prefer  to  every  thing,  to  maintain  mutual  union,  fubmif- 
U  fion  and  obedience  to  their  mother,  and  gratitude  for  all  the  cares  which  Ihe  incurs  for 
"  them,  and  in  memory  of  me.  I  entreat  them  to  confider  my  fifter  as  a  fecond  mother. 
"  I  recommend  to  my  fon,  if  he  fhould  have  the  misfortune  to  become  king,  to  think 
"  that  he  owes  himfelf  entirely  to  the  good  of  his  fellow-citizens;  that  he  ought  to  for- 
"  get  all  hatred,  and  all  refentment,  and  efpecially  whatever  relates  to  the  misfortunes 
'<  and  uneafinefs  which  I  experience  ;  that  he  cannot  promote  the  good  of  the  people, 
"*"  but  by  reigning  according  to  the  laws;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  king  cannot  make 
"  the  laws  refpedted,  and  do  the  good  he  wifhes,  but  in  proportion  as  he  has  the  necef- 
"  fary  authority  ;  and  that,  without  this,  being  fettered  in  his  operations,  and  infpiring 
"  norefpeer,  he  is  more  injurious  than  ufeful.  I  recommend  to  my  fon  to  take  care  of 
"  all  the  perfons  who  were  attached  to  me,  as  far  as  his  circumftances  fhall  give  him 
"  the  means;  to  think  that  this  is  a  facred  debt  which  I  have  contracted  to  the  children 
"  or  relations  of  thofe  who  have  died  forme,  and  next  to  thofe  who  are  unfortunate  on 
"  my  account.  I  know  that  there  are  many  perfons,  of  thofe  who  were  attached  to  me, 
"  who  have  not  conducted  themfelves  towards  me  as  they  ought,  and  who  have  even 
"  fhewn  me  ingratitude;  but  I  forgive  them  (often,  in  the  moments  of  trouble  and  ef- 
"  fervefcence,  a  man  is  not  mafter  of  himfelf;)  and  I  entreat  my  fpn,  if  he  fhould  have 
**  the  opportunity,  to  remember  only  their  misfortunes.     I  could  wifti  to  be  able  to  tefj 
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«  tify  my  gratitude  to  thofe  who  have  difplayed  a  true  and  difinterefied  attachment  to 
"  me.  On  the  one  hand,  if  1  was  fenfibly  affected  by  the  ingratitude  and  difloyalty  of 
«  pcrfons  to  whom  I  had  never  fhewn  any  thing  but  favours,  to  them,  their  relations, 
"  or  friends  ;  on  the  other,  I  have  had  the  confolation  of  feeing  the  gratuitous  attach- 
"  ment  and  intereft  which  many  perfons  have  fhewn  to  me.  I  entreat  them  to  accept 
"  of  my  thanks  ;  in  the  fituation  in  which  things  ftill  are,  T  mould  be  afraid  of  bring- 
««  ing  them  into  danger  if  I  were  to  fpeak  more  explicitly  ;  but  I  recommend  particular- 
"  ly  to  my  fon  to  feek  all  occafionsof  difcovering  them* 

"  I  fhould,  neverthelefs,  think  that  I  calumniated  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  did  I 
"  not  openly  recommend  to  my  fon,  Meffrs.  de  Chamilly  and  Hu,  who  were  induced 
«'  by  their  true  attachment  to  fhut  themfelves  up  with  me  in  this  mournful  refidence, 
"  and  who  were  near  falling  the  unhappy  victims  of  that  refolution.  I  alfo  recommend 
•«  to  him  Clery,  with  whofe  attention  I  have  had  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  fince 
*'  he  has  been  with  me.  As  it  is  he  who  has  remained  with  me  to  the  laft,  I  requeffc 
**  Meffieurs  of  the  commune  to  deliver  to  him  my  cloaths,  my  books,  my  watch,  my 
"  purfe,  and  the  other  little  effects  which  have  been  depofited  at  the  council  of  the 
u  commons. 

"  I  alfo  moft  willingly  forgive  thofe  who  guarded  me  the  ill-treatment  and  feverity 
"  which  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  me  fuffer.  I  have  found  fome  feeling  and 
"  compaffionate  fouls ;  may  they  enjoy  the  tranquillity  of  heart  which  ought  to  fpring 
"  from  their  delicacy  of  fentiment. 

"  I  entreat  MefCrs.  de  Malefherbes,  Tronchet,  and  De  Seze,  to  receive  here  my  thanks, 
"  and  the  expreflion  of  my  fenfibility,  for  all  the  care,  and  all  the  pains,  which  they 
"  took  for  me. 

•«  I  conclude,  by  declaring, before  God,  and  ready  to  appear  before  him,  that  I  reproach; 
*'  myfelf  with  none  of  the  crimes  which  are  alledged  againft  me. 

(Signed)  "  Louis." 

Done  in  duplicate  at  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  Dec.  2£,  1792. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  regifter  of  the  Temple,  of  the  twenty-firft  of 
January  ;  and  we  believe  the  laft  which  occurred  reflecting  the  uufortunate  Louis: 

«"  There  appeared  before  us  the  citizen  Clery,  valet-de-chambre  of  Louis  Capet,  who 
•«  wifhed  to  make  a  difcovery  of  three  articles,  which  he  had  been  this  morning  intruft- 
"  ed  with  by  Louis  Capet,  in  prefence  of  feveral  commiffaries,  who  bore  witnefs  there- 
"  to;  which  articles  are,  a  gold  ring,  in  the  infide  of  which  are  engraved  the  letters 
•*  'M.  A.  A,  A.  19th  Jprilis,  1-770,'  which  ring  Louis  directed  to  be  given  to  his  fpoufe, 

"  faying, 
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**  faying,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  with  regret  that  he  parted  with  it.  Moreover,  a 
"  gold  watch-feal  opening  on  three  fides,  on  one  of  which  were  engraved  the  arms  of 
"  France,  on  the  fecond  '  L.  L.'  and  on  the  third  the  head  of  a  child,  with  a  helmet  on, 
"  which  feal  he  ordered  to  be  given  to  his  fon  :  and,  laftly,  a  fmall  paper,  upon 
u  which  was  written,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Louis  Capet,  '  Hair  of  my  wife,  my  Jifter^ 
u  and  my  children  ;'  and  containing  four  fmall  parcels  of  hair,  which  he  ordered  Clery  to 
*l  deliver  to  his  fpoufe,  and  to  tell  her,  that  he  begged  her  pardon  for  not  having  fent  for 
"  her  this  morning,  which  was  only  done  with  a  view  to  fave  her  the  grief  of  fo  cruel  a 
**  feparation. — The  council,  deliberating  upon  the  demand  of  citizen  Clery,  have  left 
'-'  him  depofitary  of  the  articles  before  mentioned,  till  it  fhall  be  otherwife  ordered  by 
u  the  council  general  of  the  commune,  to  whom  the  matter  is  referred." 

Thus  fell  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  to  whom,  with  fome  propriety,  has  been  applied  anex- 
preffion  of  our  own  Shakefpeare — "  A  man  more  finned  agairift  than  finning  !"  He  was 
born  in  difficult  times,  and  in  his  connections  was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  That 
he  was  poffeffed  of  good  talents,  was  known  to  all  who  enjoyed  his  intimacy,  and  is  evi- 
dent from  his  long  and  unpremeditated  examination  before  the  Convention,  which,  in 
juftice  to  his  memory,  we  were  happy  toinfert.  During  the  firft  years  of  his  reign,  how- 
ever, the  indolence  of  his  difpofition,  and  his  habits  of  felf-indulgence,  operated  tocaflhis 
abilities  into  fhade,  whence  they  were  only  called  forth  by  the  fevere  trials  of  adverfity. 
He  was  undoubtedly  of  a  benevolent  temper,  and  always  appears  to  have  had  the  good  of 
his  people  at  heart ;  but  it  muft  be  added,  that  he  defired  it  in  his  own  way,  for  he  always 
appears  to  have  been  tenacious  of  power/  and  to  have  parted  with  it  reluctantly.  It 
would  have  been  happier  for  him  if,  from  the  firft  of  the  Revolution,  he  had  acled  a  more 
decided  and  manly  part  on  one  fide  or  the  other  :  but  this  may,  perhaps,  be  excufed,  from 
confidering  the  habits  of  intrigue  in  which  he  was  educated  in  the  old  court,  and  from 
the  perfuafion  of  corrupt  courtiers  by  whom  he  was  furrounded.  But  it  was  unfortu- 
nate :  for  the  affembling  of  the  troops  near  Paris,  in  1789,  and  the  flight  to  Varennes, 
appear  to  have  made  an  indelible  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  have 
generated  a  degree  of  fufpicion  which  was  not  to  be  eradicated. 

Of  his  guilt  or  innocence,  with  refpect  to  the  grand  charge  of  correfponding  with  the 
■emigrants,  and  exciting  a  foreign  war  againft  his  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  effecting  a 
counter-revolution,  the  documents  are  too  flight  to  enable  us  to  form  a  decifive  opinion. 
Thus  far  it  may,  perhaps,  be  right  to  concede,  that  his  intended  flight  to  the  frontiers, 
and  the  proclamation  which  he  left  behind  him,  too  certainly  evinced  that  lie  was  not 
fatisfied  with  the  limited  fhare  of  authority  which  the  conftitution  of  1789  allowed 
him  ;  and  the  infults  and  difgufls  which  he  afterwards  experienced,  were  not  calculated 
to  reconcile  him  to  it.  The  charge  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  Thuilleries,  on  the 
tenth  of  Augufl,  1792,  appears  extremely  ill-founded.  That  a  faction  exifted  who  were 
defirous  of  eftablifhing    a  republic  in  France,  by  any  means,  we  cannot  poffibly  doubt j 

5  G  2  what 
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■what  were  the  intentions  of  the  court  party,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  fathom  :  bur, 
judging  from  external  appearances  onlv,  felf-defencc  moft  certainly  juftified  the  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  armed  mob,  who  affailed  the  royal  refidencc  on  that  fatal  day. 

If,  however,  the  Convention  were  completely  convinced  of  the  criminality  of  the 
king:  if  the  forcible  objections  drawn  from  the  inviolability  attached  to  his  perfen  by 
the  conftitution,  and  the  incompetency  of  the  tribunal  at  which  he  was  arraigned,  were 
determined,  upon  the  beft  principles,  to  be  nugatory  and  unfounded,  ft  ill  they  ought  not 
to  have  condemned  him  upon  fuch  evidence  as  was  brought  againft  him.  To  take  away  life 
is  a  ferious  a£t ;  and  the  clearest  and  moft  decifive  evidenceof  legal  criminality  is  abfo- 
lutely  required.  He  who  has  a  fingle  doubt  upon  his  mind,  and  yet  condemns  a  fellow- 
creature  to  death,  is  guilty  of  murder.  The  conduit  of  Petion  and  the  Girondifls, 
who  declared  him  guilty  upon  the  evidence,  and  yet  wifiied,  by  fubterfuges,  to  refcue 
him  from  punifhment,  was  even  more  inconfiftent  than  that  of  his  implacable  adverfaries  ; 
but  both  evinced  their  total  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  juftice,  of  the  nature  of  evi- 
dence, and  of  the  very  forms  which  ought  to  be  prefetved  in  all  judicial  proceedings74; 

Some 

7+  From  an  eminent  French  writer  on  the  ftate  of  parties  at  this  period,  the  following  particulars  are  extracted. 

"  Opinions  in  France  have  undergone  an  extraordinary  change  within  the  laft  month.  But  a  few  weeks  ago, 
the  general  opinion,  and  the  wifh,  undoubtedly,  of  the  far  greateft  part  of  the  people,  was,  that  the  king's  punifh- 
ment Ihould  not  be  capital;  and  it  feemed  a  fettled  point,  that  even  the  judgment  itfelf,  whatever  it  might  be,, 
fhould  be  referred  to  the  primary  afiemblies. 

"This  was  the  fentiment  of  a  majority  in  the  Convention  :  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the  intrigues  and  manoeu- 
vres by  which  that  majority  was  worked  into  a  minority,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  parties, 
and  of  factions,  in  Paris. 

"  Though  it  muft  be  prefumed,  that  all  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Freuch  nation  are  now  republicans,  or  at  leaffc 
aiTume  the  character,  the  majority  in  the  Convention  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  the  Republican 
Party.  Of  this  party  the  moft  eminent. men  for  character  and  abilities  were  Kerfaint,  who  has  lately  refigned,  Verg- 
niaud,  Bnzot,  Genfonne,  Barbaroux,  BrifTot,  Guadet,  and  llabaut. — The  oppofite  party  to  this  is  well  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Mtntagnc,  becaufe  they,  for  the  moft  part,  fit  at  the  extremity  of  the  hall,  on  the  right  of  the.  prefident, 
where  the  benches  rife  above  each  other.  In  this  clafs  one  need  fcarcely  mention  Robefpierre,  Thuriot,  Chabot, 
Bazire,  Billaud,  Danton,  Camille,  Defmoulinf,  Tallien,  with  other  violent  Jacobin  leaders.  This  faction,  as  to 
numbers,  was  not  formidable.  In  the  Convention  they  were  not  more  than  fixty  or  feventy  ;  but  they  were  really 
formidable  from  their  violence,  their  connection,  the  private  fupport  which  they  received  from  the  purfe  of  Egalite, 
and  the  fupplies  of  Pache,  the  war  minifter,  as  well  as  from  the  attachment  of  the  leaders  in  all  the  fections  of 
Paris,  the  municipality,  and  their  hired  mob. 

"  The  minority  thus  relied  upon  the  force  of  the  capital ;  with  the  majority  were  all  the  departments:  the  for- 
mer were  fupported  by  the  minifter  of  the  war  department,  the  latter  by  the  minifter  of  the  interior,  who  divided 
between  them  the  greateft  part  of  the  power  and  patronage  of  the  executive  government.  Befides  thefe,  there  was 
another  fet  of  men  in  the  Convention,  neutral  or  undecided.  They  were  fuppofed  to  amount  to  about  ninety  or 
an  hundred,  and  of  courfe  not  connected.  The  moft  remarkable  among  them  was  Petion  and  Condorcet.  Juft 
before  the  trial  of  Louis  the  parties  tried  their  ftrength  ;  and  the  triumph  of  the  majority  was  fhewn  in  a  decree, 
by  which  the  whole  family  of  the  Bourbons  was  to  be  banished  from  the  territories  of  the  republic.  This  decree 
g;  ve  rife  to  thofe  intrigues  and  movements  which  in  a  few  weeks  turned  the  fcale  of  power,  and  brought  the  un- 
fortunate Louis  to  the  fcaffold. 

"  Egalite', 


f  793-3  TIiE      FR2NCH      REPUBLIC.  ~ZX) 

Some  of  thofe  members  of  the  Convention  who  had  been  molt  ftrenuous  in  their  en- 
deavours to  fave  the  life  of  the  king,  immediately  rcfigned  their  feats,  particularly  Ker- 
feint  and  Manuel.  The  ralnifter,  Roland,  alio  ceihgned  on  this  occafion,  and  for  this 
eaufe  ;  the  war  minifter,  Pache,  wasfoon  after  difrnifled,  and  Bournonville  fucceeded  to 
that  department.  The  refignation  of  both  Roland  and  Pache  are,  however,  reprefented 
by  Dumourier  7S  as  a  compromife  between  the  Gironde  and  Jacobin  parties;  and  Pache 
was  foon  after  placed  in  altill  more  important  fituation,  that  of  mayor  of  Paris. 

It  has  been  believed  by  fome  perfons  of  great  political  fagacity,  that  had  the  powers  cf 
Europe,  or  even  thofe  who  were  flill  neutral,  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  king  with  the 
fame  magnanimity  as  the  court  of  Spain,  and  with  a  proper  degree  of  franknefs,  and  un- 
equivocal marks  of  good  faith,  his  life,  at  leaft,  might  have  been  faved  ;  but  fo  hoftile 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  had  almoft  every  court  appeared,  that  we  wonder 
not  that  the  French  confidered  themfelves  as  infulted  and  deferted,  and  looked  with  a 

"Egalite,  againft  whom  the  decree  feemed  principally  to  be  levelled,  collected  all  his  ftrength,  made  an  appeal  in 
his  ufual  way  to  the  palTions,  and  to  the  corruption  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  ;  and  finding  that  he  rr.uft 
cither  prevail,  or  fall  to  rife  no  more,  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts,  by  manceuvre  within  the  Convention,  and  by  intimi- 
dation from  without,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  decree.  The  majority  of  the  republicans  were  ftill  againft  him; 
but,  by  the  interpofition  of  Petion,  and  the  neutral  party,  he  carried  his  point  fo  far  as  to  procure  a  fufpenfion  o£ 
the  decree  till  after  the  trial  of  the  king  fhould  be  finifhed.  Then  came  on  the  trial  of  Louis,  and  with  it  the  fe- 
cret  movements  and  plots  that  kept  Paris  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  agitation,  and  threatened  either  an  infurrection,  or 
a  renewal  of  the  bloody  fcenes  of  the  firft  week  in  September.  The  majority  in  the  Convention  appealed  to  the 
eighty-four  departments;  and  from  rnoft  of  the  departments  an  armed  force  was  fent  to  protect  the  Convention, 
to  give  freedom  to  its  deliberation,  and  force  to  its  decifion.  About  this  time  it  was  thought  that  the  Orleans' fac- 
tion was  on  the  point  of  being  crufhed  ;  the  forces  of  the  federate  body  being  fo  greatly  Superior  to  the  Sans  Culottes, 
or  the  armed  mobs  of  Saint  Antoine  and  Saint  Marceau  :  but  all  on  a  fudden  the  Jacobins  contrived  to  get  over  a 
great  part  of  the  Federates:  they  met  and  fraternized  with  the  Sans  Culottes  of  Paris  ;  and  the  majority  in  the  Cotv- 
vention,  thus  deprived  all  at  once  of  its  fuppoi  t,  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  the  menaces  of  the  oppofite  faction, 
and  to  condemn  Louis.  Thus  the  Jacobins,  whofe  power  for  fome  months  paft  had  been  at  a  very  low  ebb,  were 
again  poffeffed  of  the  afcendancy  ;  a  proof  of  which  was  given  in  the  election  of  the  committee  of  general  fafety, 
to  whofe  difcretion  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  is  committed.  All  the  members  of  this  com- 
mittee are  chofe.i  from  among  the  moft  furious  of  the  Jacobins. 

"  The  people  of  Paris  feemed  to  be  ratber  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the  king  ;  but  they  are  inured  to  blood, 
"  and  horrors  now  are  not  difpleafing  to  them."  In  the  fections,  they  were  decidedly  for  the  death  of  Louis ;  but 
their  fittings  being  permanent,  the  councils  are  held  only  by  a  few  violent  men  in  each  fection,  who  exclude 
the  reft.  We  may  judge  how  little  their  acts  are  thofe  of  the  body  of  the  people,  from  this  circumftance  :  at  the 
laft  election  of  deputies  for  Paris,  when  Robefpierre  and  Co.  were  returned,  only  four  thoufand  perfons  attended  to 
give  their  voices ;  and  there  are  in  Paris  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  citizens  who  have  a 
right  to  vote. 

"The  circumftance  of  handkerchiefs  being  dipped  in  the  blood  of  Louis,  I  believe  to  be  ftrictly  true ;  though  I 
have  re;.fon  to  believe  a  falfe  conftruction  may  have  bee*  put  upon  it.  They  were  moft  probably  royalifts,  who 
wifhed  to  have  fome  precious  relic  of  their  deceafed  fovereign ;  and  it  has  already  been  reported,  that  one  of  thefe 
handkerchiefs  has  been  conveyed  to  Frankfort,  and  is  to  be  the  red  flag  to  animate  the  foldiers  of  the  combined 
>f  mies  againft  France  in  the  fpring." 

75  See  Dumonrier's  Memoirs. 
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fufpicious  eye  upon  the  motions  of  every  other  ftate.  At  this  unfortunate  period  too 
they  were  elated  with  their  temporary  fuccefles  ;  and  if  it  was  really  the  wifh  of  any 
other  nation  to  preferve  peace  and  neutrality,  no  time  could  be  more  improper  to  employ 
towards  this  impetuous  people  the  language  of  arrogance  and  infult. 

Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  king,  M.  Pelletier  de  Saint  Fargeau,  a  deputy  of 
the  Convention,  who  had  voted  for  his  death,  was  aflaflinated  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Paris,  who  had  formerly  been  one  of  the  gardes-du-corps.  As  he  was  dining  at  the 
Garden  de  l'Egalite,  in  a  coffee-houfe  kept  by  one  Fevrier,  fix  perfons  came  from  an  ad- 
joining apartment,  and  one  of  them  faid,  "  There  is  that  fcoundrcl,  Pelletier  Saint  Far- 
"  geau."  "  My  name  is  Pelletier," — replied  the  deputy — "but  I  am  not  a  fcoundrel." 
«'  Did  you  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the  king  ?" — "  Yes,  I  did  ;  but  that  was  a  duty  im- 
"  pofed  upon  me  by  my  confeience." — Scarcely  had  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  when 
Paris  thruft  a  fabre  into  the  lower  part  of  his  belly,  which  occafioned  a  large  and  deep 
wound.  Pelletier  requefted  that  no  hurt  might  be  done  to  the  aflaflin:  he  even  had 
the  courage  to  draw  up  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  crime  he  fell  a  victim  to 
was  committed.  He  was  carried  to  his  father's  houfe  in  the  Place  Vendome,  and  ex- 
pired next  morning.  The  Convention  decreed  public  honours  to  the  memory  of  Pelle- 
tier ;  but  the  aflaflin,  who  appeared  to  be  infane,  efcaped  to  the  country,  where  he  foon 

after  deftroyed  himfelf. The  family  of  Pelletier  de  Saint  Fargeau  appeared  at  the  bar 

of  the  Convention—"  The  daughter  of  Michael  Le  Pelletier," — faid  one  of  her  uncles 
— "  comes  to  teftify  to  you,  as  well  as  to  the  French  people,  her  gratitude  for  the  eter- 
%i  nity  of  glory  to  which  you  yefterday  raifed  her  father."  Then,  raifing  the  child  in 
his  arms,  and  turning  her  face  round  to  the  whole  aflembly,  he  added,  "  My  niece,  be- 
hold thy  father — people,  behold  thy  child  !"  Barrere  moved,  that  the  Convention,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  people,  fhould  adopt  this  child :  it  was  alfo  decreed,  that  a  com- 
petition of  artifts  fhould  be  eftablifhed  for  erecYing  a  ftatue,  reprefenting  Pelletier  on  his 
death- bed — and  alfo  for  a  painting  of  the  fame  fcene,  to  be  afterwards  hung  up  in  the 
hall  of  the  Convention. 

To  conciliate  the  people  of  the  Belgic  provinces,  whofe  prejudices  had  been  outraged, 
and  whofe  rights  had  been  invaded,  the  French  Convention,  in  November  1792,  con- 
ceived a  project  for  opening  the  Scheldt  from  Antwerp,  in  contradiction  to  one  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  in  1648,  and  contrary  to  the  fuppofed  interefts  of  the 
United  Provinces.  The  labours  of  the  hiftorian  are  little  more  than  a  record  of  the 
inconfiftency  of  human  nature,  and  the  verfatility  of  ftatefmen.  When  Jofeph  the  Se- 
cond, in  the  year  17 16, entertained  a  fimilar  project,  it  is  aflerted  that  the  Britifh  ambaf- 
fador,  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  "  went  purpofely  to  Antwerp,  to  inftigate  the  inhabitants  of 
"  that  city  to  petition  the  emperor  to  infift  on  ihe  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  7V     It 

76  See  "  Memorien  dinendc  to!  OpbtMeting,"  or  "Memoirs  relating  to  the  War  between  England  and  Holland."— By 
the  Hon.  J.  Rendorp. 

is 
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is  truly  fingular,  therefore,  that  what  appeared  fo  reafonable  at  a  former  period,  fhould 
now  he  confidered  as  a  fufficient  caufe  for  involving  the  nation  in  the  calamities  of  war; 
and  what  is  more  fingular  is,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  fhould  appear  more  deeply  intereft- 
ed  in  the  prevention  of  the  meafure  than  the  ftates  of  Holland  themfelves.  Lord  Auck- 
land was  directed  to  allure  their  High  Mightineffes,  that  as  the  theatre  of  war  was 
brought  fo  near  to  the  confines  of  their  republic,  his  majefty  was  both  ready  and  deter- 
mined to  execute,  with  the  utmoft  good  faith,  the  treaty  of  1788.  The  States,  in  their 
anfwer  to  this  declaration  from  the  Britifh  court,  profeffed  the  ftrongeft  belief,  that  no 
hoftilc  intentions  were  conceived  by  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  againft  them.  The 
native  phlegm  of  the  Hollanders  begat,  in  the  more  peaceful  and  fteady,  a  real  reluctance 
to  believe  activity  neceffary  to  fave  their  country  ;  an  infuperable  hatred  of  the  court 
party  induced  the  more  adVive  to  diffemble  their  expectancies  of  what  they  moft  ardently 
wiflied.  If  we  may  credit  univerfal  report,  the  Hollanders  were  equally  indifferent  with 
refpecl:  to  the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt;;  and  calmly  replied,  that  if  fuch  an 
event  was  to  take  place,  they  could  carry  on  their  commerce  at  Antwerp  as  well  as  at 
Amfterdam. 

The  abfurd  and  impolitic  decree  of  the  French  Convention,  paffed  on  the  fifteenth  of 
November,  1792,  in  which  they  propofe  "  to  grant  fraternity  and  affiftance  to  all  thofe 
"  people  who  wifh  to  procure  liberty,"  &c.  conftituted  another  ground  of  complaint 
and  alarm,  though  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  token  of  any  intention  to  invade  the  terri- 
tories of  Great  Britain  ;  though  there  was  not  a  poffibility  that  fuch  an  attempt  would 
have  been  fuccefsful ;  and  though  the  obnoxious  decree  can  only  be  confidered  in  the 
light  of  a  ridiculous  gafconade,  proceeding  from  a  body  of  men  intoxicated  with  their 
late  unexpected  fucceffes,  while  in  reality  they  had  t«o  much  ferious  bufinefs  on  their 
hands  to  admit  of  their  engaging  in  any  new  quarrels. — Wifhing  to  explain  their  con- 
duct on  thefe  occafions,  and  feemingly  defirous  to  prevent  a  mifunderftanding  between, 
the  two  nations,  M.  Chauvelin,  ambaffador  from  the  French  nation,  at  London,  delivered 
the  following  official  note  to  lord  Grenville,  one  of  his  Britannic  majefty's  fecretaries 
of  ftate : 

"  The  underfigned  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honour  to  communi- 
"  cate  to  lord  Grenville  the  inftruc~t.ions  which  he  has  received  from  the  executive  coun- 
"  cil  of  the  French  republic,  with  orders  to  lay  them  before  his  Britannic  majefly's  fe- 
44  cretary  of  ftate  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  in  cafe  he  fhould  think  he  could 
M  not  fpeedily  enough  obtain  an  interview  with  the  minifter. 

0  The  French  government,  by  continuing,  fince  the  recall  of  lord  Gower  from  Paris, 
14  to  leave  at  Lotvl  -n  a  minifter  plenipotentiary,  thought  they  gave  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
"  jefty  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  defne  they  had  to  remain  in  good  intelligence  with 
"  the  Britifh  court,  and  to  fee  all  thofe  clouds  diffipated,  to  which  events,  neceffary  and 
44  infeparable  from   the  internal  regimen  of  France,  feemed  then  to  have  given  birth. 

44  The 
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"  The  intentions  of  the  executive  council  of  France  towards  England  have  never 
.*•  ceafed    to  be  the  fame  ;    but  they  cannot  fee  with   indifference  the   public   conduct 
"   which  the  Britifli   mimftry  obferve  at  prefent  towards  France.      It  is  much  to  be  re- 
"  gretted,  that  they  have  perceived  in  this  conduct  an  indifpofition  which  they  ft  ill  force 
"  themfelves  not  to  believe.      They  think  it  a  duty,  however,    which  they  owe  to  the 
««   French  nation,  not  to  leave  it    much  longer  in  that  ftate  of  uncertainty  in   which  it 
"  has  been  thrown    by  feveral  meafures  lately  adopted  by  the  Britifli  government — an 
■"  uncertainty  in  which  the  Englifh  nation   muft    (hare,  and  which  mud  be  equally  un- 
"   worthy  of  both.     The  executive   council  of  the   French   republic  have  confequently 
••*  authorifed  the  minifter  of  France,  at  London,  to  demand,  with  opennefs,  of  the  mi- 
"  nifters  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  Whether  France  ought  to  confider  England  as  a  neu- 
w   tral  or  hoftile  power?  and  have  particularly  charged  him  to  obtain  on  tin's  point  a  de- 
'•  finitive  anfwer.     But    in  demanding   from  the  mi  nifters  of  his  Britannic  majefty   an 
"  open  and  candid  declaration  of  their  intentions  towards  France,  the  executive  council 
"  do  not  wifh  that  the  (mailed  doubt  (hould  exift  rcfpecling  the  difpofitions  of  France 
**  towards  England,   and  of  its  defire  to  remain  at  peace  with  it.     They  even  wifh  to 
"  anfwer  previoufly  to  all  thofe  reproaches  which  may  be  thrown  out  again  ft   France,   in 
"  order  to   juftify  England.      Reflecting  on  the  reafons  which  might  determine  his  Bri- 
"  tannic  majefty  to  break,  with  the  French  republic,  the  executive  council  can  fee  them 
"  only  in  a  falfe  interpretation,  given,  perhaps,  to  the  decree  of  the  National  Conven- 
"  tion  of  the  nineteenth  of  November.     If  the  Britifli  miniftry  are  really  alarmed  by 
**  that  decree,  it  can  only  be  for  want  of  comprehending  the  true  meaning  of  it.     The 
"  National  Convention  never  intended  that  the  French  Republic  fhould  favour  infur- 
"  reclions,  and  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  a  few  feditious  perfons,  or,  in  a  word,  that  it  (hould 
"  endeavour  to  excite  difturbance  in  any  neutral  or  friendly  country  whatever.    Such  an 
"  idea  would  be  rejected  by  the  French  nation.  It  cannot  without  injuftice  be  imputed  to 
*'  the  National  Convention.     This  decree,  then,  is  applicable  only  to  thofe  people,  who, 
*'  after  having  acquired  their  liberty,  may    requeft  the  fraternity   and    affiftance  of   the 
*■*  French  republic,  by  a  folemn  and  unequivocal  exprcflion  of  the  general  will.  .  France 
"  not  only  ought,  and  wiflies,  to  refpecl  the  independence  of  England,   but  that  alfo  of 
its  allies,  with  whom  it  is  not  at  war.     The  underfigned,  therefore,  has  been  charged 
M  to  declare  formally,  that   France  will  not  attack  Holland  whilft  that  power  confines 
"  itfelf,  on  its  part,  within  the  bounds  of  ftrict  neutrality.     The  Britilh  government 
"  being  thus  allured  refpecting  thefe  two  points,  no  pretence  for  the  leaft  difficulty  can 
"  remain,  but  on  the  queftion  for  opening  the  Scheldt — a  queftion  irrevocably  decided 
"  by  reafon  and  juftice,  of  little  importance  in  itfelf,  and  on  which  the  opinion  of  Eng- 
"  land,  and  perhaps  even  of  Holland,  is  too  well  known  to  render  it  difficult  to  make  it 
"  ferionfly  the  fole  caufe  of  a  war.     Should  the  Briti(h.miniftry>  however,  embrace  this 
V  laft  motive  to  induce  them  to  declare  war  againft  France,  would  it  not  then  be  proba- 
*■«  ble  that  their  private  intention  was  to  bring  about  a  rupture  at  any  rate,  and  to  take 
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«  advantage  at  prefent  of  the  mod  futile  of  all  pretences,  to  colour  an  unjuft  aggreffion, 
M  long  ago  meditated  ? 

"  In  this  fatal  fuppofition,  which  the  executive  council  rejects,  the  underfigned 
"  would  be  authorifed  to  fupport  with  energy  the  dignity  of  the  French  people,  and  to 
"  declare,  with  firmnefs,  that  a  free  and  powerful  nation  will  accept  war,  and  repel, 
44  with  indignation,  an  aggreffion  fo  manifeftly  unjuft,  and  fo  unprovoked  on  their 
"  part.  When  all  thefe  explanations,  neceffary  to  demonftrate  the  purity  of  the  inten- 
**  tions  of  France,  and  when  all  peaceful  and  conciliatory  meafures  fhall  have  been  ex- 
"  haufted  by  the  French  nation,  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  weight  and  the  whole  re- 
44  fponfibility  of  the  war,  will  fooner  or  later  fall  upon  thofe  who  have  provoked  it. 
"  Such  a  war  would  really  be  the  war  only  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  againft  the  French 
*'  republic ;  and  fhould  this  truth  appear  for  a  moment  doubtful,  it  would  not,  perhaps, 
44  be  impoffible  for  France  to  render  it  foon  evident  to  a  nation,  which,  in  giving  its  con- 
44  fidence,  never  renounced  the  exercife  of  reafon,  and  itsrefpeftfor  juftice  and  for  truth. 

44  Such  are  the  inftru&ions  which  the  underfigned  has  received  orders  to  communicate 
44  officially  to  lord  Grenville,  inviting  him,  as  well  as  all  the  council  of  his  Britannic 
44  majefty,  to  weigh,  with  the  moft  ferious  attention,  the  deliberations  and  demands 
44  which  they  contain.  It  is  evident  that  the  French  nation  defires  to  preferve  peace 
44  with  England.  It  proves  this,  by  endeavouring,  with  candour  and  opennefs,  to  re- 
**  move  every  fufpicion  which  fo  many  paffions  and  various  prejudices  are  continually 
14  labouring  to  excite  againft  it ;  but  the  more  it  fhall  have  done  to  convince  all  Europe 
44  of  the  purity  of  its  views  and  the  reclitude  of  its  intentions,  the  greater  right  it  will 
44  have  to  a  claim  of  not  being  longer  mifunderftood. 

"  The  underfigned  has  orders  to  demand  a  written  anfwer  to  the  prefent  note  :  he 
■"  hopes  that  the  minifters  of  his  Britannic  majefty  will  be  induced,  by  the  explanations 
*•  which  it  contains,  to  adopt  ideas  favourable  to  a  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
•«  nations  ;  and  will  have  no  occafion,  in  order  to  return  to  them,  to  confider  the  terrible 
44  refponfibility  of  a  declaration  of  war,  which  would  inconteftably  be  their  work  ;  the 
•4  confequences  of  which  could  be  only  fatal  to  both  countries,  and  to  all  mankind,  and 
44  in  which  a  generous  and  free  people  could  not  long  confens.  to  betray  their  own  in- 
44  terefts,  by  contributing  to  affift  and  fupport  a  tyrannical  coalition. 

(Signed)  «  Chauvelin." 

To  this  note  lord  Grenville  returned  the  following  anfwer  ; 

M  I  have  received,  Sir,  from  you,  a  note,  in  which,  ftyling  yourfelf  minifter-plenipo- 
**  Hentiary  of  France,  you  communicate  to  me,  as  the  king's  fecretary  of  ftate,  the  in- 
M  ihuclions  which  you  ftate  to  have  yourfelf  received  from  the  executive  council  of  the 

5  H  "  French 
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'•  French  republic  Vou  pre  not  ignorant,  -that  fince  the  unhappy  events  of  the  tenth 
"  of  Auguft,  the  king  has  thought  proper  to  fufpend  all  official  communication  with. 
••  France.  You  arc  yourfclf  no  otherwife  accredited  to  the  king,  than  in  the  name  of 
"  his  Moft  Cluillian  majefty.  The  proportion  of  receiving  a  minifter  accredited  by 
"  any  other  authority  or  power  in  France,  would  be  a  new  (juefiion,  which,  whenever 
"  it  occurred,  the  king  would  have  the  right  to  decide  according  to  the  interefts  of  his> 
"  fubjects,  his  own  dignity,  and  the  regard  which  he  owes  to  his  allies,  and  to  the  gene- 
"  ral  fyftcm  of  Europe.  1  am  therefore  to  inform  you,  Sir,  in  exprefs  and  formal 
"  terms,  that  I  acknowledge  you  in  no  other  public  character  than  that  of  minifter  from 
*•  his  Molt  Chriftian  majefty,  and  that,  confequently,  you  cannot  be  admitted  to  treat 
"  with  the  king's  minifters,  in  the  quality,  and  under  the  form,  ftated  in  your  note. 

"  Butobferving  that  you  have  entered  into  explanations  of  fome  of  the  circumftances 
'*  which  have  given  to  England  fuch  ftrong  grounds  of  uneafmefs  and  jealoufy,  and  that 
"  you  fpeak  of  thefe  explanations  as  being  of  a  nature  to  bring  our  two  countries  nearer* 
"  I  have  been  unwilling  to  convey  to  you  the  notification  above  ftated,  without  at  the 
"  fame  time  explaining  myfelf  clearly  and  diftindtly  on  the  fubje&of  what  you  havecom- 
"  municated  to  me,  though  under  a  form  which  is  neither  regular  nor  official. 

"  Your  explanations  are  confined  to  three  points: — The  firft  is  that  of  the  decree  of 
"  the  National  Convention  of  the  nineteenth  of  November,  in  the.expreflionsof  which 
"  all  England  faw  the  formal  declaration  of  a  defign  to  extend  univerfally  the  new  prin-s 
*'  ciples  of  government  adopted  in  France,  and  to  encourage  diforder  and  revolt  in  aJl 
'*  countries,  even  in  thofe  which  are  neutral.  If  this  interpretation,  which  you  reprer 
"  fent  as  injurious  to  the  Convention,  could  admit  of  any  doubt,  it  is  but  too  well  juf» 
"  titled  by  the  conduct  of  the  Convention  itfelf.  And  the  application  of  thefe  princU 
*'  pies  to  the  king's  dominions,  has  been  fhewn  unequivocally,  by  the  public  reception 
*'  given  to  the  promoters  of  fedition  in  this  country,  and  by  the  fpeeches  made  to  them 
4<  precifely  at  the  time  of  this  decree,  and  fince,  on  feveral  different  occafions. 

"  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  proofs,  fupported  by  other  circumftances  which  are 
**  but  too  notorious,  it  would  have  been  with  pleafure  that  we  fhould  have  feen  here 
**  fuch  explanations,  and  fuch  a  conduct,  as  would  have  fatisfied  the  dignity  and  honour 
"  of  England,  with  refpecl:  to  what  has  already  pafled,  and  would  have  offered  a  fuffi- 
*•  cient  fecurity  in  future  for  the  maintenance  of  that  refpeft  towards  the  rights,  the 
"  government,  and  the  tranquillity  of  neutral  powers,  which  they  have  on  every  account 
"  a  right  to  expect. 

"  Neither  this  fatisfa&ion,  nor  this  fecurity,  is  found  in  the  terms  of  an  explanation 
*"  which  ftill  declares,  to  the  promoters  of  fedition  in  every  country,  what  are  the 
"  cafes  in  which  they  may  count  beforehand  on  the  fupport  and  fuccour  of  France ;  and 
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*•  which  referves  to  that  country  the  right  of  mixing  herfelf  in  our  internal  affairs, 
"  whenever  Ihe  fhall  judge  it  proper;  and  on  principles  incompatible  with  the  political 
"  inftitutions  of  all  the  countries  of  Europe.  No  one  can  avoid  perceiving  how  much 
41  a  declaration  like  this  is  calculated  to  encourage  diforder  and  revolt  in  every  country. 
"  No  one  can  be  ignorant  how  contrary  it  is  to  the  refpedt  which  is  reciprocally  due 
4f  from  independent  nations,  nor  how  repugnant  to  thofe  principles  which  the  king  has 
"  followed,  on  his  part,  by  abftaining,  at  all  times,  from  any  interference  whatever  in 
■'  the  internal  affairs  of  France.  And  this  contrail  is  alone  fufficient  to  fhew  not  only 
**  that  England  cannot  confider  fuch  an  explanation  as  fatisfaftory,  but  that  fhe  muft 
**  look  upon  it  as  a  frefh  avowal  of  thofe  difpofitions  which  fhe  fees  with  fo  juft  an  un- 
•'  eafinefs  and  jealoufy. 

"  I  proceed  to  the  two  other  points  of  your  explanation,  which  concern  the  general 
"  difpofition  of  France  with  regard  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,   and  the  conduct  of 
"  the  Convention  and  its  officers  relative  to  the  Scheldt.     The  declaration  which  you 
«'  there  make,    "  That  France  will  not  attack  Holland  fo  long  as  that  power  fhall  ob- 
"  ferve  an  exa£t  neutrality,"  is  conceived  nearly  in  the  fame  terms  with  that  which  you 
••   was  charged  to  make  in  the  name  of  his   Mod  Chridian  majedy,  in  the  month  of 
**  June  1792.     Since  that   firft  declaration  was  made,  an  officer,  dating  himfelf  to  be 
"  employed  in  the  fervice  of  France,  has  openly  violated  both  the  territory  and  the  neu- 
*«  trality  of  the  republic,  in  going  up  the  Scheldt,  in  order  to  attack  the  citadel  of  Ant- 
"  werp,  notwithftanding  the  determination  of  the  government  not  to  grant  this  paffage, 
**  and   the  formal  proted  by  which  they  oppofed  it.     Since  the  fame  declaration  was 
**  made,  the  Convention  has  thought  itfelf  authorifed  to  annul  the  rights  of  the  repub-. 
**  lie,  exercifed   within  the  limits  of  its  own  territory,   and  enjoyed  by  virtue  of  the 
"  fame  treaties  by  which  her  independence  is  fecured.     And  at  the  very  moment  when,. 
**  under  the  name  of  an  amicable  explanation,  you  renew  to  me  in  the  fame  terms  the 
"  promife  of  refpecYing  the  independence  and  the  rights  of  England  and  her  allies,  you, 
"  announce  to  me,  that  thofe  in  whofe  name  you   fpeak,  intend  to  maintain  thefe  open 
**  and  injurious  aggreffions.     It  is  not  certainly  on  fuch  a  declaration  as  this,  that  any 
"  reliance  can  be  placed  for  the  continuance  of  public  tranquillity. 

* 

"  But  I  am  unwilling  to  leave,  without  a  more  particular  reply,  what  you  fay 
"  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Scheldt.  If  it  were  true  that  this  quedion  is  in  itfelf  of  little* 
"  importance,  this  would  only  ferve  to  prove  more  clearly,  that  it  was  brought  forward- 
•J  only  for  the  purpofe  of  infulting  the  allies  of  England,  by  the  infraction  of  their  neu-- 
,l  trality,  and  by  the  violation  of  their  rights,  which  the  faith  of  treaties  obliges  us. to- 
••  maintain.  But  you  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  here  the  utmod  importance  is  attached' 
"  to  thofe  principles  which  France  wifhes  to  edablifh  by  this  proceeding,  and.  to  thofe- 
"  oonfequences  which  would  naturally  refult  from  them ;  and  that  not  only  thofe  prin- 
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"  ciples,  and  thofe  confequenccs,  will  never  be  admitted  by  England,  but  that  flie  is, 
"  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to  oppofe  them  with  all  her  force. 

"  France  can  have  no  right  to  annul  the  ftipulations  relative  to  the  Scheldt,  unlefs 
11  /lie  have  alfo  the  right  to  fet  afide  equrdly  all  the  other  treaties  between  all  the  powen 
*"  of  Europe,  and  all  the  other  rights  of  England,  or  of  her  allies.  She  can  have  no 
"  pretence  to  interfere  in  the  queftion  of  opening  the  Scheldt,  unlefs  fhe  were  the  fo- 
"  vereign  of  the  Low  Countries,  or  had  the  right  to  dictate  laws  to  all  Europe. 

¥  England  never  will  confent  that  France  (hall  arrogate  the  power  of  annulling  at 
V  her  pleafure,  and  under  the  pretence  of  a  pretended  natural  right,  of  which  fhe  makes 
"  herfelf  the  only  judge,  the  political  fyftem  of  Europe,  eftablifhed  by  folemn  treaties, 
"  and  guaranteed  by  the  confent  of  all  the  powers*  This  government,  adhering  to  the 
*'  maxims  which  it  has  followed  for  more  than  a  century,  will  alfo  never  fee  with  in- 
"  difference  that  France  fhall  make  herfelf,  either  diredtly  or  indirectly,  (bvereign  of  the 
«'  Low  Countries,  or  general  arbitrefs  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Europe.  If  France 
"  is  really  defirous  of  maintaining  friendfhip  and  peace  with  England,  fhe  muft  fhew 
•'  herfelf  difpofed  to  renounce  her  views  of  aggreffion  and  aggrandifement,  and  to  confine 
•'  herfelf  within  her  own  territory,  without  infulting  other  governments,  without  dif- 
"  turbing  their  tranquillity,  without  violating  their  rights. 

«'  With  refpect  to  that  chara&er  of  ill-will  which  is  endeavoured  to  be  found  in  the 
"  conduct  of  England  towards  France,  I  cannot  difcufs  it,  becaufe  you  fpeak  of  it  in 
"  general  terms  only,  without  alledging  a  fingle  fadt.  All  Europe  has  feen  the  juftice 
**  and  the  generofity  which  have  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  king :  his  majefty  has 
**  always  been  defirous  of  peace:  hedefires  it  ftill,  but  fuch  as  may  be  real  and  folid,  and 
"  confiftent  with  the  intereft  and  dignity  of  his  own  dominions,  and  with  the  general 
"  fecurity  of  Europe. 

"  On  the  reft  of  your  paper  I  fay  nothing.— As  to  what  relates  to  me  and  my  col- 
11  leagues,  the  king's  minifters  owe  to  his  majefty  the  account  of  their  condudt ;  and  I 
"  have  no  anfwer  to  give  you  on  this  fubject,  any  more  than  on  that  of  the  appeal 
**  which  you  propofe  to  make  to  the  Englifh  nation.  This  nation,  according  to  that 
"  conftitution  by  which  its  liberty  and  profperity  are  fecured,  and  which  it  will  always 
"  be  able  to  defend  againft  every  attack,  dire£t  or  indiredt,  will  never  have  with  foreign 
"  powers  cennedion  or  correfpondence,  except  through  the  organ  of  its  king  ;  of  a  king 
"  whom  it  loves  and  reveres,  and  who  has  never,  for  an  inftant,  feparated  his  rights, 
44  his  interefts,  and  happinefs,  from  the  rights,  the  interefts,  and  the  happinefs  of  his 
"  people. 

(  Signed  )  "  Grenville." 

On 
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On  the  refufal  of  the  Britifh  minifters  to  treat  with  M.  Chauvelin,  as  minifter  from 
the  French  republic,  the  executive  council  confirmed  the  explanation  he  had  previoufly 
offered  in  an  official  note,  on  the  fourth  of  January  7S. 

In  that  note  the  executive  council  unequivocally  difclaim-the  conftrudYion  which  the 
minifters  of  his  Britannic  majefty  had  affected  to  put  upon  the  decree  of  the  fixteenth 
of  November,  viz.  "  That  the  French  Convention  had  held  out  encouragement  to 
"  excite  to  rebellion  the  feditious  of  all  nations."  They  declare  that  the  decree  in 
queftion  "  Could  not  be  applicable,  but  to  the  Jingle  cafe,  when  the  general  will  of  a  na- 
"  tion,  clearly  and  unequivocally  expreffed,  fhould  call  for  the  affiftance  and  fraternity  of 
.**  the  French  nation."  With  refpedl  to  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  they  obferve, 
"  That  it  is  a  queftion  abfolutely  indifferent  to  England;  that  it  is  little  interefting  to 
"  Holland;  but  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  Belgians."  They  affert  the 
natural  right  of  that  people  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  ;  and  obferve,  that  though  the 
emperor  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria  thought  it  proper  to  furrender  this  right,  the  people 
ought  not  to  be  bound  by  an  authority  they  no  longer  acknowledged.  They  declare, 
however,  "  As  the  French  nation  has  renounced  all  conqueft,  and  only  occupies  the 
'.*«  Netherlands  during  the  war  ;  that  as  foon  as  the  Belgic  nation  (hall  find  itfelf  in  full 
"  poffeffion  of  its  liberty,  and  when  its  general  will  may  be  declared  legally  and  unfet- 
"  tered,  then  if  England  and  Holland  /hall  affix  any  importance  to  the  opening  of  the 
"  Scheldt,  the  executive  council  will  leave  that  affair  to  a  direct  negotiation  with  the 
"  Belgians  themfelves.  If  the  Belgians-,  through  any  motive  whatever,  (hall  confent  to- 
*'  deprive  themfelves  of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  France  will  not  oppofe  it." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  errors  or  the  crimes  of  the  French,  the  candid  and  re- 
fledYing  mind  cannot  compare  the  temperate  language  of  this  and  the  other  memorials 
from  the  executive  council  of  France,  with  the  harfhnefs  which  appears  hi  the  official 
communications  of  lord  Grenville,  without  drawing  a  conclufion  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  latter.  While  thefe  queftions  were  thus  in  agitation,  hoftile  preparations  were  made 
by  Great  Britain,  and,  at  once  departing  from  the  idea  of  neutrality,  an  order  was  iffued 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  even  foreign  corn  to  France,  while  it  was  permitted  to 
every  other  country;  and  two  veffels  which  had  already  taken,  in  their  lading  for 
Bayonne  were  compelled  to  difembark  it. 

If  the  language  of  lord  Grenville  was  not  that  of  conciliation,  that  which  was  em- 
ployed by  lord  Auckland,  his  Britannic  majefty's  ambaffador  at  the  Hague,  in  a  memo- 
rial prefented  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
January,  was  totally  without  a  precedent  in  hiftory,  as  proceeding  from  one  ftate  which 

7*- See-  Appendix* 
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wifhed  to  be  at  peace  with  another.  «'  Wretches  aiTuming  the  title  of  phi'lofophers,  who 
*<  had  the  prefumption  to  think  themfelves  capable  of  eftablifhing  a  new  fyftem  of  civil 
•'  fociety,"  and  to  *•  realize  a  dream  of  vanity  ;"  who  "  deftroyed  all  received  notions  of 
••  fubordination,  manners,  and  religion,"  were  the  terms  in  which  the  legiflature  of 
France  was  defcribed  in  an  official  public  paper.  They  were  further  charged  in  this  cu- 
rious production  with  "  imbecility  and  villany." — "  Property,  liberty,  fecurity,  even 
«'  life  itfelf,"  were  faid  to  be  "  playthings  in  the  hands  of  thefe  infamous  men,  the  flaves 
41  of  the  moft  licentious  paflions  of  rapine,  enmity,  and  ambition.** 

While  the  difpute  ftill  continued  unadjufted,  the  bill,  which  authorized  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate  to  arreft  and  imprifon  aliens,  or  to  order  them  out  of  the  kingdom  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  was  introduced  into  parliament.  As  this  meafure  was  a  direct  infraction  of  the 
commercial  treaty  with  France,  M.  Chauvelin,  with  much  candour  and  moderation,  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  bill,  as  likely  to  produce  fufpicion  and  diflatisfaction  in  France,  and 
as  a  violation  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  commercial  treaty.  In  remarking  on  the  inju- 
rious reproaches  which  had  been  caff  on  the  French  nation  as  enemies  to  the  Britifh  con- 
stitution, M.  Chauvelin  Obferves,  "  The  executive  council  has  already  repelled,  with  in- 
•*'  dignation,  fuch  fufpicions.  If  fome  men,  call  out  from  the  bofom  of  France,  have 
"  fpread  themfelves  in  Great  Britain,  with  the  criminal  intention  of  agitating  the  peo- 
ti  pie,  and  of  leading  them  to  revolt,  has  not  England  laws  to  protect  the  public  order? 
■«'  Could  fhe  not  punifhthem?  The  Republic  would,  aiTuredly,  not  have  irrterpofed  in 
*l  their  favour.  Such  men  are  not  Frenchmen."  M.  Chauvelin's  note  was  inftantly 
returned,  becaufe  in  it  he  had  ftyled  himfelf  rainifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  French 
Republic.  About  the  fame  time  the  bill  was  pafled,  prohibiting  the  circulation  of 
afljgnats. 

On  the  Seventeenth  of  January,  a  few  days  after  the  pafling  of  the  alien  bill,  M. 
Chauvelin,  waving  the  queftion  of  his  being  accredited  as  the  minifter  of  the  French 
Republic,  folicited,  in  very  humble  terms,  an  interview  with  lord  Grenville  ;  but  this  re- 
queft  was  unaccountably  refufed ;  and  M.  Chauvelin  himfelf  was  one  of  the  firft  on 
whom  the  powers  verted  in  minifters  by  this  ftatute  were  enforced.  For  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  January,  he  received  the  following  order  to  quit  the  kingdom  within  eight 
days ;  and  that  no  publicity  might  be  wanting  to  the  affront,  the  order  was  inferred  by 
authority  in  the  London  Gazette. 


"  I  am  .charged  to  notify  to  you,  Sir,  that  the  character  with  which  you  had  been  in- 
■•"  veiled  at  this  court,  and  the  functions  of  which  have  been  fo  long  fufpended,  being 
V  now  entirely  terminated  by  the  fatal  death  of  his  Moft  Chriftian  majeftv,  you  have 
•"  no  longer  any  public  character  here. 
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**  The  king,  can  no  longer,  after  fuch  an  event,  permit  your  refidence  here  His  ma* 
"  jefty  has  thought  fit  to  order  that  you  mould  retire  from  this  kingdom  within  the 
«*  term  of  eight  days;  and  I  herewith  tranfmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  order  which  his 
M  majefty  in  his  privy  council  has  given  to  this  effect. 

**  I  fend  you  a  paflport  for  yourfelf  and  yourfuite  j  and  I  mail-not  fail  lotake  all  ths 
"  other  necefTary  fteps,  in  order  that  you  may  return  to  France  with  all  the  attentions 
**  which  are  due  to  the  character  of  minifter-plenipotentiary  from  his  Moft  Chriftian' 
u  majefty,  which  you  have  exercifed  at  this  court. 

(Signed),  "  Grenville." 


It  however  appears  that  while  the  Britifh  miniftry  refofed  to  negotiate  with  an  au- 
thorized agent  of  the  French  repuhlic,  they  yet  held  communications  with  inferior  per- 
sons onthefe  affairs,  and  even  authorized  lord  Auckland  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with 
general  Dumourier.  Dumourier  infinuates,  "  that  it  is  probable  the  Britifh  miniftry 
**  had  no  otherdelign  than  to  amufe  him,  in  order  to  gain  time  to  make  the  necefTary 
••  preparations  for  war;"  and  he  adds,  that  "  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  court  of 
*'  Saint  James's  with  the  court  of  Turin,  at  that  very  period,  confirms  the  opinion." 
This  negotiation,  which  was  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  M.  Le  Maulde,  a  confi- 
dential friend  ■  of  Dumourier,  was  however  totally  unproductive  of  the  happy  confe- 
rences which  it  was  hoped  might  have  refulted  from  it. 

Perceiving  an  apparent  relu&ance  in  the  Englifh  miniftry  to  treat  with  M.  Chauve*- 
lin ;.  while  the  negociations  were  ftill  depending,  M.  Maret,  under  fecretary  for  foreign 
affairs,  was  difpatched  from  France  to  treat  with  the  Britifh  minifters.  "  It  is  confident-*-. 
•'  ly  reported," — fays  an  eminent  writer — "  that  M.  Maret  had  it  in  his  inftructions 
".  unequivocally  to  offer  to  our  miniftry  thefe  three  points :  firft,  that  the  naviga- 
M  tion  of  the  Scheldt  fhould  be  given  up ;  fecondly,  that  the  French  troops  fhould 
«*  not  approach  the  Dutch  territories  within  a  given  diftance ;  and,  that  the  decree  or 
"  the  fixteenth  of  November  fhould  be  either  altered  or  repealed. 

As  the  firft  miflion  of  M.  Maret  was,  however,  not  attended  with  any  effe&,  he- was 
fent  again  from  the  executive  council  with  enlarged  powers.  It'was  afferted  at  that' 
time,  that  his  object  was  to  propofe  to  the  Britifh  miniftry  the  ceflion  of  fome  of  the 
rnoft  valuable  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  and  the  annexing  of  the  Netherlands 
to  the  Dutch  republic,  provided  this  arrangement  fhould  prove  mutually  agreeable  to" ' 
the  States* General  and  the  Belgic  congrefs.  M.  Maret  was,  however,  we  believe, 
never  permitted  to  produce  his  credentials.     He  arrived  in  England  at  the  very  eve  of 

M.  ChauvelinV 
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M.  Chauvelin's  departure,  and  was  alfo  ordered,  without  further  ceremony,  to  depart 
from  the  kingdom  ". 

77  The  following  letters  were  delivered  to  Lord  Grenville  (No.  I.  and  II.)  on  Friday,  the  twenty-fixth  of  April, 
1793,  by  Mr.  John  Salter  of  Poplar,  at  his  lordfhip's  office,  Whitehall,  on  his  lordfhip's  requifition,  after  having 
perufedMr.  Salter's  authority. 

NUMBER  I. 
"  My  Lord, 
"  The  French  republic  being  defirous  to  terminate  all  its  differences  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  end  a  war  which, 
**  by  the  manner  it  is  otherwife  likely  to  rage,  cannot  fail  to  bring  miferies  dreadful  to  humanity  on  both  nations;  I 
*'  have  the  honour  to  demand  of  your  lordfhip,  as  minifter  of  his  Britannic  majcfty,  a  paffport  and  fafe  conduct  for 
"  a  perfon  poflefled  with  full  power  to  repair  to  London  for  that  purpofe, 

"  Mr  John  Salter,  notary  public  in  London,  will  deliver  this  to  your  lordfhip,  and,  on  the  condition  of  its  being 
M  requinte,  another  letter;,  containing  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  will  have  the  confidence  of  his  nation. 

'•  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord, 
,  "  Your  lordfhip's  obedient  humble  fervant, 

*  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 

"Paris,  April  1,1 79 3.  "  LE  BRUN." 

*'  Second  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
"  To  his  excellency  Lord  Grenville." 

NUMBER  TI; 
»'  My  Lord, 
*  Agreeable  to  the  intimation  given  in  my  firft  letter,  and  which  has  for  its  object  the  reftoration  of  peace,  I 
<*  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  lordftiip  that  Mr.  Maret  will  be  deputed  to  give  to  our  nation  that  defirable  event. 
"  I  need  not  remind  your  lordftiip,  that  it  will  be  neceflary  to  attach  to  him  three  perfons,  as  his  fecretary,  valet- 
"  de-chambre,  and  a  courier  :  but  I  claim  of  your  lordfhip  the  neceffary  protection  for  them. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord, 

"  Your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
"  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
«  Paris,  Aprils,  1793.  "  LE  BRUN.rt 

«  To  his  excellency  Lord  Grenville." 

Copy  of  the  Minifter's  letter  to  Mr.  Salter. 
"  Sir, 
"  You  will  deliver  to  his  excellency  lord  Grenville,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  to  hi«  Britannic  majefty  for 
"  foreign  affairs,   the  enclofed  letter,  No.  I.  and,  if  his  lordfhip  demands  it,  alfo  the  enclofed  letter,  No.  II.  on  be* 
■*'  half  of  the  French  Republic. 

■"  I  am,  with  confideration,  fir, 

M  Your  very  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 
"  The  minifterior  foreign  affairs, 
"  Paris,  April  i,  1793.  *'  LE  BRUN." 

li  Second  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
"  To  "Mr.  Salter,  Poplar,  London." 

"  And  I  do  atteft  the  truth  of  the  before-mentioned  copies  of  letters,  Wo.  I.  and  No.  H.  as  alfo  the  letter  to  Mr. 
"  Salter,  to  have  been  figned  by  Mr.  Le  Brun,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  in  France,  in  my  prefence  ;  to  have  re- 
"  ceived  the  letters  fo  delivered  to  lord  Grenville  (as  alfo  copies  of  the  fame)  from  the  laid  minifter,  and  to  have  de- 
"  livered  the  fame  into  the  hnnds  of  Mr.  Salter  ;  and  I  do  hereby  authorize  anddefire  the  publication  thereof. 

•".Biggin-Houfe,  Surrey,  May  21.  1793.  «  JAMES  MATTHEWS." 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  it  might  have  been  moft  prudent,  notwithstanding  thefe  afFronts,  in  the 
French  Convention  to  have  abftained  from  declaring  war,  and  to  have  thrown  the  whole 
odium  of  aggreffion  upon  their  adverfaries.  Yet  when  we  reflect  that  it  was  after  ted  in 
the  Britifti  fenate,  "  that  the  two  nations  were  already  in  a  ftate  of  war,"  which  fler- 
tion  was  fuffered  to  pafs  without  any  contradiction  on  the  part  of  administration  ;  iiiat 
an  order  had  been  iffued  for  prohibiting  the  fupply  of  corn  to  France,  while  her  enemies 
were  allowed  a  free  commerce  in  that  article;  that  a£ts  had  paffed  in  the  Brkifh  parlia- 
ment, diredlly  violating  the  commercial  treaty  ;  that  the  ambaffador  was  difmiffed  with 
ignominy  7%  and  the  door,  apparently,  clofed  againft  all  fair  and  open  negociatioi,  it  can- 
not much  furprife  us  that  the  French  fhould  conceive  that  every  hope  of  accommoda- 
tion was  at  an  end  ;  and,  as  the  poffeflion  of  Holland  muft  have  greatly  faciiitutcl  ;heir 
fuccefs,  that  they  fhould  endeavour  to  anticipate  the  hoftile  intentions  of  Great  Britain. 
On  the  firft  of  February,  therefore,  upon  the  motion  of  Briffot,  the  National  Conven- 
tion palTed  the  following  decree  : 

«'  The  National  Convention,  after  having  heard  the  report  of  their  committee  of 
"  general  defence,  on  the  conduct  of  the  Englifh  government ; 

"  Confidering  that  the  king  of  England  has  perfifted,  efpecially  fince  the  revolution 
?!  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  1792,  to  give  proofs  of  his  being  ill-difpofed  towards  the 
"  French  nation,  and  of  his  attachment  to  the  coalition  of  crowned  heads  ; 

"  That,  at  the  period  aforefaid,  he  ordered  his  ambaitador  at  Paris  to  withdraw,  becaufe 
"  he  would  not  acknowledge  the  provifional  executive  council,  created  by  the  legiflative 
"  affembly  ; 

«'  That,  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James's  has  ceafed,  fince  the  fame  period,  to  correfpond 
**  with  the  French  ambaffador  at  London,  on  pretext  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  heretofore 
**  king  of  the  French  ; 

"  That,  fince  the  opening  of  the  National  Convention,  it  has  refufed  to  refume  the 
t(  ufual  correfpondence  between  the  two  ftates,  and  to  acknowledge  the  powers  of  this 
"  Convention  ; 

"  That,  it  has  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  ambaffador  of  the  French  republic,  although 
u  provided  with  letters  of  credence  in  its  name  ; 

"  That,  it  has  endeavoured  to  impede  the  different  purchafes  of  corn,  arms,  and  other 
*f  commodities  ordered  in  England,  either  by  French  citizens,  or  the  agents  of  the  Re- 
"  public  ; 

"  That,  it  has  caufed  to  be  flopped  feveral  boats  and  {hips  laden  with  grain  for  France, 
ff  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1786,  while  exportation  toother  foreign  countries  was  free  ; 

«'  That,  in  order  ftill  more  effedually   to  obftrucT:  the  commercial  operations  of 


7«  By  an  article  of  the  commercial  treaty,  the  difmiffion  of  an  ambaffador  from  either  court  is  to  be  confidered 
&s  a  declaration  of  war. 
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««  the  Republic  in  England,  it  obtained  an  act  of  parliament,  prohibiting  the  circulation 
•■  of  aflignats ; 

"  That,  in  violation  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1789,  it  obtained  another 
"  aft,  in  the  month  of  January  laft,  which  fubjects  all  French  citizens,  refiding  in,  or 
"  coming  into  England,  to  the  moft  inquifitorial,  vexatious,  and  dangerous  forms; 

*'  That,  at  the  fame  time,  and  contrary  to  the  firft  article  of  the  peace  of  1783,  it 
"  granted  protection  and  pecuniary  aid  not  only  to  the  emigrants,  but  even  to  the  chiefs 
"  of  the  rebels,  who  have  already  fought  againft  France  ;  that  it  has  maintained  with 
"  them  a  daily  correfpondence,  evidently  directed  againft  the  French  revolution  ;  that 
"  it  has  alfo  received  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels  of  the  French  Weft  India  colonies; 

"  That,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  without  any  provocation,  and  when  all  the  maritime  powers 
"  are  at  peace  with  England,  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James's  has  ordered  a  confiderable  na- 
"  val  armament,  and  an  augmentation  of  the  land  force  ; 

*'  That,  this  armament  was  ordered  at  a  moment  when  the  Englifti  minifter  was  bit— 
•«  terly  perfecuting  thofe  who  fupported  the  principles  of  the  French  revolution  in  Eng- 
"  land,  and  was  employing  all  poflible  means,  both  in  parliament  and  out  of  it,  to  cover 
'*  the  French  republic  with  ignominy,  and  to  draw  upon  it  the  execration  of  the  Englifh 
"  nation,  a'nd  of  all  Europe  ; 

"  That  the  object  of  this  armament,  intended  againft  France,  was  not  even  difguifed 
••  in  the  Englifh  parliament ; 

"  That,  although  the  provifional  executive  council  of  France  has  employed  every 
"  meafure  for  preferving  peace  and  fraternity  with  the  Englifh  nation,  and  has  replied 
"  tocalumnies  and  violation  of  treaties,  only  by  remonftrances  founded  on  the  principles 
"  of  juftice,  and  expreffed  with  the  dignity  of  free  men,  the  Englifh  minifter  has  perfe- 
'*  vered  in  his  fyftem  of  malevolence  and  hoftility,  continued  the  armaments,  and  fent. 
"  a  fquadron  to  the  Scheldt,  to  interrupt  the  operations  of  the  French  in  Belgium  ; 

**  That,  on  the  news  of  the  execution  of  Louis,  he  carried  his  outrages  to  the 
•'  French  republic  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  order  the  ambaffador  of  France  to  quit  the 
"  Britifh  territory  within  eight  days; 

"  That,  the  king  of  England  has  manifefted  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  that  trai- 
«'  tor,  and  his  defign  of  fupporting  it,  by  different  refolutions  adopted  at  the  moment  of 
**  his  death,  both  by  nominating  generals  of  his  land  army,  rnd  by  applying  to  par- 
*'  liament  for  a  confiderable  addition  of  land  and  fea  forces,  and  putting  fhips  of  war  in 
*'  cominiffion  ; 

*'  That  his  fecret  coalition  with  the  enemies  of  France,  and  particularly  with  the 
'*  emperor  and  Pruflia,  is  confirmed  by  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  firft,  in  the  month 
**  of  January;  that  he  has  drawn  into  the  fame  coalition  the  ftadtholder  of  Holland  ; 
u  that  that  prince,  whofe  fervileobfequioufnefs  to  the  orders  of  the  courts  of  Saint  James's 
«*  and  Berlin  is  but  too  well  known,  has,  in  the  courfe  of  the  French  revolution,  and 
«'  notwithftanding  the  neutrality  which  he  profeffed,  treated  with  difdain  the  agents  of 
u  France,  received  the  emigrants,  harafled  the  French  patriots,  counteracted  their  ope- 
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«•  rations,  releafed,  in  oppofition  to  eftablifhed  ufage,  and  notwithstanding  the  demand  of 
»<  the  French  minifter,  perfons  who  had  been  guilty  of  forging  affignats  ;  that,  in  the 
"  mean  time,  with  a  view  to  concur  in  the  hoftile  defigns  of  the  court  of  London,  he 
«  gave  orders  for  a  naval  armament,  named  an  admiral,  appointed  Dutch  fhips  to  join 
••  the  Englifh  fleet,  opened  a  loan  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  put  a  flop  to  ex- 
"  portations  to  France,  while  he  favoured  fending  fupplies  of  provifion  to  the  Pruflian 
"  and  Auftrian  magazines  : 

*«  Confidering,  in  fine,  that  all  thefe  circumftances  no  longer  leave  to  the  French  re- 
"  public  any  hopes  of  obtaining,  by  means  of  amicable  negotiation,  the  redrefs  of  their 
«  grievances,  and  that  all  the  adls  of  the  Britifh  court,  and  of  the  ftadtholder  of  the 
*«  United  Provinces,  are  a£ts  of  hoftility,  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war,  the  Na- 
«'  tional  Convention  decrees  as  follows  : 

•'  Art.  1.  The  National  Convention  declares,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation, 
«'  that,  confidering  the  multiplied  acls  of  hoftility  and  aggreflion  of  the  above- mention- 
**  ed  powers,  the  French  nation  is  at  war  with  the  king  of  England  and  the  ftadtholder 
**  of  the  United  Provinces. 

*'  2.  The  National  Convention  charges  the  provifional  executive  council  to  call  forth 
«<  fuch  forces  as  may  appear  to  them  neceflary  for  repelling  their  aggreflion,  and  for  main- 
'«  tainin'  the  independence,  the  dignity,  and  the  interefts  of  the  French  republic. 

«<  3.  The  National  Convention  authorizes  the  provifional  executive  council  to  dif- 
««  pofe  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  republic  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the  interefts  of  the  ftate 
•«  may  appear  to  them  to  require;  and  it  revokes  all  particular  difpofitions  ordered  in  this 
*'  reipeit  by  preceding  decrees." 

During  4he  winter,  general  Dumourier  had  propofed  to  the  executive  council  to  take* 
poflifiion  of  Maeftricht,  without  which,  he  alledged,  he  could  neither  defend  the  Meufe, 
nor  the  territory  of  Liege.  He  purpofed  to  take  and  hold  the  place  without  enter- 
ing into  further  hoftilities  with  the  Dutch,  and  engaging,  by  manifefto,  to  reftore  it  at  the 
end  of  the  war.  The  place  was  not  then  provided  with  a  proper  garrifon  ;  and  Du- 
mourier being  at  that  time  in  great  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liege,  there  was  every 
probability  that  he  would  have  fucceeded.  The  executive  council,  however,  declined 
the  propofal,  and  exprefsly  commanded  the  general  to  preferve  the  ftri£left  neutrality 
towards  the  United  Provinces.  But,  as  hoftilities  had  actually  commenced,  the  pofleflion 
of  Holland  was  an  object  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  French,  and  muft,  indeed 
have  been  decifive  of  the  war  in  their  favour.  Had  Dumourier  continued  faithful,  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  the  project  might  have  been  attended  with  fuccefs.  Both  parties 
were  probably  deceived  in  the  commencement  of  the  war:  the  French  flattered  them- 
felves  with  the  immediate  capture  of  Holland;  while  the  allies  might  look  with  confi- 
dence to  no  lefs  an  obje6t  than  the  immediate  fubjugation  of  France. 

CircumllanceA 
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Circumftanced  as  Dumourier  was  at  this  period,  it  is  difficult  roafcertain  what  might 
be  his  plan  of  the  campaign.  He  has  himfelf  intimated  that  it  was  long  his  fixed  inten- 
tion to  effect  an  efcape  into  fome  other  country;  and,  with  fuch  a  defrgn  predominant 
in  his  mind,  there  is  no  probability  that  he  would  be  very  earned  in  promoting  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  expedition.  The  general  himfelf  has  in  his  Memoirs  ftated  two  plans;  the 
firft  of  which  was  propofed  by  the  refugee  Hollanders,  who  had  formed  a  fmall  revolu- 
tionary committee  at  Antwerp,  and  who  recommended  an  irruption  into  Zealand  ;  the 
other  was  the  plan  which  the  general  himfelf  gives,  as  that  which  he  really  meant  to 
purfue,  while  he  appeared  to  favour  that  of  the  Batavian  committee;  and  this  was,  to 
advance  with  a  body  of  troops  polled  at  Mardyck,  and  mafking  Breda  and  Gertruyden- 
berg  on  the  right,  and  Bergen-op-Zoom,  Steenberg,  Klundert,  and  Williamftadt  on  the 
left  to  effect  a  paffage  over  an  arm  of  the  fea  to  Dort,  and  thus  penetrate  into  the  heart 
of  Holland. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Miranda  was  ordered  to  advance  with  a  part  of  his  army 
before  Maeftricht,  but  was  inftrucled  by  Dumourier  not  to  attempt  a  regular  fiege  at  Co 
unfavourable  a  feafon,  but  to  affault  the  place  with  bombs  and  red-hot  balls ;  and,  after 
receiving  intelligence  that  the  commander  in  chief  had  paffed  Mardyck,  to  leave  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  fiege  to  general  Valence,  who  was  expected  from  Paris,  and  march  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  to  Nimeguen,  and  in  paffing  the  duchy  of  Cleves  endeavour  to 
intercept  the  Pruffians,  fhould  they  have  anticipated  his  arrival  there.  Venloo  was  at 
the  fame  time  to  be  attacked  by  general  Champmorin,  an  experienced  engineer. 

It  will  remain  for  our  military  readers  to  determine,  whether,  as  fo  much  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  Dumourier's  expedition  depended  on  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  and  the  fur- 
orifingof  Holland  at  once  by  the  invafion  of  a  confiderable  force,  it  was  advifable  or 
prudent  to  divide  his  army  into  many  detachments,  or  to  wafte  any  part  of  his  time  or 
force  in  befieging  places  which  did  not  lie  diredly  in  his  route.  Maeftricht  was  invert- 
ed early  in  February,  by  general  Miranda,  with  twelve  thoufand  men  on  the  banks  of  the 
Meufe  and  fix  thoufand  on  the  right ;  and  by  the  twenty-third  of  that  month  the  works 
were  all  completed.  On  the  following  day  the  French  general  fummoned  the  prince  of 
Hefle  who  commanded  there,  but  his  anfwer  was  a  direct  refufal  to  capitulate.  The 
French  then  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from  their  batteries  ;  and,  according  to  the  account 
of  the  general,  the  town  was  on  fire  in  feveral  places.  While  the  French  were  con- 
ftrucYing  their  works,  the  garrifon  made  two  failles,  but  with  little  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time  Dumour'.;r  affembled  his  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Antwerp.  Pre- 
vious to  his  entering  the  Dutch  territories,  he  publifhed  a  manifefto,  addrefled  to 
the  Batavians,  as  he  thought  proper  to  term  them,  exhorting  them,  in  extravagant 
terms,  to  emancipate  themfelves  at  once  from  what  he  called  the  tyrannical  yoke  of 
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the  ftadth6lder79.  The  French  army  under  Dumourier  confified  of  twenty-one  bat- 
talions, only  two  of  which,  however,  were  troops  of  the  line  ;  he  eftimates  them  him- 
felf  at  about  thirteen  thou fand  feven  hundred  men,  including  cavalry  and  light  troops. 
This  army  entered  the  Dutch  territories  on  the  feventeenth  of  February,  but  it  was  not 
till  the  twenty-fecond  that  the  general  was  enabled  to  proceed  from  Antwerp  to  join  it. 
His  firft  movement  was  to  block  up  Breda,  by  means  of  his  right  divifion,  under  general 
-d'Arcon  ;  and  cclonel  Le  Clerc,  with  the  left,  was  ordered  at  the  fame  time  to  block  up 
Bergen-op-Zoom.  The  governors  of  thofe  places  abandoned  all  their  outworks;  and 
Breda,  at  the  time  of  its  attack,  was  in  a  ftate  of  inundation. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  February,  count  Byland,  the  governor  of  Breda,  was  fum- 
moned  by  the  French  commander  to  furrender  ;  and  on  his  refufal,  general  d'Arcon,  with- 
out opening  the  trenches,  mounted  two  batteries,  with  four  mortars  and  four  howitzers, 
very  near  the  town,  on  the  fide  of  the  village  of  Hage.  The  bombardment  continued 
for  fome  hours,  but  ceafed  at  night.  On  the  fucceeding  day  the  French  renewed  the  at- 
tack with  great  fpirit  ;  and  one  of  Dumourier's  aidcs-du-camp  being  difpatched  to  re- 
new the  fummons,  with  affurances  that  the  general  was  preparing  to  bring  up  his  whole 
force,  the  governor  was  terrified  into  a  capitulation.  The  garrifon  was  allowed  the 
honours  of  war ;  and  only  twenty  men  were  loft  on  both  fides. 

The  fort  of  Klundert  was  taken  by  general  Dumourier  on  the  twenty-fixth.  It  was 
defended  with  great  valour  by  lieutenant- colonel  Weftphalien ;  but  his  garrifon  amount- 
ed to  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Dumourier  next  difpatched  general  Berneron  to 
the  attack  ol  Williamfladt,  and  general  d'Arcon  to  Gertruydenberg,  and  on  the  fourth 
of  March  the  latter  place  furrendered  on  capitulation. 

At  this  place  ended  the  triumphs  of  Dumourier.  The  fieges  of  Williamfladt  and 
Bergen-op-Zoom  were  however  vigoroufly  preffed  by  generals  Berneron  and  Le  Clerc  ; 
and  the  commander  in  chief,  by  means  of  a  number  of  craft  which  he  procured  at  Ger- 
truydenberg, was  preparing  at  Mardyck  a  naval  equipment  to  tranfport  his  little  army  to 
Dort.  He  was  interrupted  in  his  career,  if  we  may  credit  his  own  account,  by  the  un- 
fortunate change  which  took  place  in  the  Netherlands  ;  but  fo  confidently  was  the  ar- 
rivalof  Dumourier  expe&ed  in  Holland  by  the  republican  party  there,  that,  it  is  pofitive- 
ly  afferted,  an  hotel  was  actually  fitting  up  at  Utrecht  for  his  reception. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfa&ing,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  National  Con- 
vention for  the  revifal  of  the  coriftitution,  were  feduloufly  employed  in  the  completion 
*f  their  tafk.     On  the  fifteenth  of  February,  the  new  conftitution  was  prefented  to  the 

79  See  Appendix. 
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Convention  by  Condorcct,  who  was  generally  fuppofed  to  have  had  the  principal  (hare 
in  its  compofition.  The  features  which  particularly  diftinguifhed  it  from  the  former 
conftittttion,  befides  the  abolition  of  royalty,  were  as  follow:  The  electoral  aflemblies 
were  abolifhcd,  and  the  members  of  the  legiflature  were  to  be  appointed  immediately  by 
the  primary  aflemblies.  The  executive  council,  or  in  other  words  the  minifters,  were 
to  be  elected  by  the  people  at  large  ;  and  only  to  be  d i fin i fled  on  the  verdict  of  a  fpecial 
jury,  on  the  profecution  of  the  National  Aflembly.  To  prevent  too  frequent  elections, 
a  number  of  fupplementary  candidates  for  each  department  of  office  were  however  to  be 
elected  at  the  fame  time  with  the  actual  functionaries.  The  office  of  minifter  of  juflice 
was  to  be  fupprefled  ;  and  the  home  adminiftration  divided  into  three  departments.  The 
adminiftration  of  diftricts,  and  the  fmall  municipalities,  were  alfo  fupprefled. 

As  this  conftitution  was  never  decreed,  and  was  almoft  immediately  fupplanted  by  ano- 
ther, it  would  be  utterly  fuperfluous  minutely  to  criticife  its  principles  or  inftitutes. 
Perhaps  a  more,  impracticable  fcheme  of  government  was  never  invented  by  man  ;  and 
it  will  remain  on  record  a  ftrong  proof  how  inconfiftent  the  ftudies  of  the  metaphysi- 
cian are  with  the  principles  of  common  fenfe,  and  how  little  conducive  to  any  of  the 
ufeful  purpofesof  human  life. 

The  next  important  bufinefs  in  -which  the  Convention  was  engaged,  was  a  rupture 
with  Spain.  We  have  already  cenfured  the  arrogant  and  infolent  manner  in  which  that 
monarch's  truly  liberal  application  in  favour  of  Louis  was  treated.  Pride,  however  ex- 
ercifed,  is  always  difadvantageous  to  the  character  of  individuals,  nor  is  it  lefs  prejudicial 
to  the  interefl  of  nations.  After  fuch  an  event,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  the  king 
of  Spain  could  not  be  very  cordially  difpofed  towards  the  French  nation  ;  and,  prefTed 
by  the  other  combined  powers,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  meditated  hoftilities.  The 
Convention,  however,  with  that  Angular  precipitancy  which  characterized  all  their  mea- 
fures,  determined  to  anticipate  his  declaration,  and  on  the  feventh  of  March  pafled  a  de- 
cree of  war  againft  his  Moft  Catholic  majefty,  couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  The  National  Convention,  after  having  heard  the  report  of  its  committee  of  gene- 
"  ral  defence,  with  refpedt  to  the  conduct  of  Spain  towards  France,  confidering, 

"  That,  the  king  of  Spain,  ever  fince  the  nineteenth  of  July,  1792,  in  all  commu- 
"  nications  with  his  own  government,  has  conftantly  fpoken  with  difrefpect  of  the  fo- 
"  vereignty  of  the  French  people,  and  has  always  perfifted  in  confidering  Louis  Capet 
"  as  fovercign  of  the  nation  : 

"  That,  by  an  edict  of  the  twentieth  of  July,  1791,  he  has  expofed  the  French  in  his 
"  dominions  to  infinite  vexations  ;  has  condemned  them  to  arbitrary  imprifonment  and 
*'  unjuft  exile  ;  has  fubjected  them  to  injuries  and  perfecution,  for  which  they  have  in 
"  vain  fought  redrefs,  and  by  the  fame  edict  has  compelled  them  folemnly  to  renounce 
**  their  country  ;  and  his  governors  and  his  troops  have  unremittingly  favoured  the  re- 
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*'  volt  of  the  negroes  in  Saint  Domingo,  by  furnifhing  them  with  neceflaries,  and  ex- 
*'  changing  with  them  victuals,  arms,  and  ammunition,  by  refufing  an  afylum  to  the 
"  French  who  fled,  and  even,  in  many  inftances,  giving  up  Frenchmen,  who  had  claim- 
ff  ed  their  hofpitality,  to  the  negroes,  by  whom  they  were  immediately  maflacred  ; 

"  That  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  1792,  he  ordered  his  ambaffador  to  withdraw  from 
u  Paris,  choofing  not  to  acknowledge  the  provifionary  executive  council  appointed  by 
"  the  legiflative  aflembly  ; 

"  That,  he  has  not  thought  fit  to  renew  the  cuftomary  correfpondence  between  the 
'*  two  courts,  ever  fince  the  appointment  of  the  National  Convention; 

"  That  he  has  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  ambaflador  of  the  French  republic,  though 
u  confirmed  by  letters  of  credence  from  the  National  Convention  ; 

"  That,  inftead  of  furnifhing  to  France  the  contingent  of  fuccours  ftipulated  by  the 
*'  feveral  treaties,  he  has  caufed  the  raifing  of  armaments  both  by  fea  and  land,  which 
"  can  have  no  other  deftination  than  to  combat  the  independence  of  that  nation,  and 
"  join  the  powers  combined  againfi:  her  ; 

"  That,  while  he  was  mofl  eagerly  preparing  this  naval  armament,  he  hypocritically 
•'  reprefented  it  as  only  a  neceflary  precaution  with  a  view  to  England,  whofe  probity  he 
"  pretended  to  fufpedt,  though  he  was  at  the  fame  time,  in  contempt  of  all  treaties,  mak- 
"  ing  an  alliance  with  her  ;  that  while  he  was  arming  his  frontiers,  he  gave  open  pro- 
"  tecTion,  as  well  as  fuccours  in  money,  to  the  emigrants,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  armies 
"  in  rebellion  againfi:  France ; 

"  That,  in  fpite  of  a  conftant  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  French  provifionary 
"  council,  to  preferve,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
"  Republicans,  peace  and  fraternity  with  the  Spanifh  nation,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  on 
"  the  contrary,  has  purfued  one  fyftem  of  diffimulation,  malevolence,  and  hoftility,  has 
"  continued  arming  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  has  fent  a  numerous  train  of  artillery  to 
"  both  the  extremities  of  the  Spanifh  frontiers  towards  France ; 

"  That,  when  required  to  explain  the  precife  objecT:  of  his  armaments,  his  anfwers 
"  have  conftantly  been  evafive  and  dilatory  ; 

"  That,  he  has  uniformly  manifefted  an  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  Louis,  and  a  de- 
"  fign  to  fupport  it  by  arms,  if  he  could  effect  nothing  by  his  mediation; 

«'  That,  upon  the  news  of  the  death  of  Louis,  he  took  every  opportunity  to  infult  the 
"  French  republic,  refufing  its  ambaflador  any  anfwer,  and  inftantly  breaking  off"  all 
"  communication  with  him; 

"  That,  hepofitively  refufed  to  receive  two  official  notes  from  the  executive  council  of 
"  the  fourth  of  January,  in  anfwer  to  his  own  of  the  feventeenth  of  December,  thereby 
"  refufing  to  bind  himfelf  to  the  obfervance  of  a  ftrift  neutrality  towards  France,  to 
"  difarm,  and  to  name  commiffioners  to  concert  together  about  the  difbanding  the  re- 
•'  fpe&ive  forces ; 

"  That,  fince  his  refufal,  he  has  collected  together  the  chiefs  of  the  emigrants;  has 
"  connedted  himfelt  more  clofely  than  ever  with  the  court  of  England,  actually  at  war 
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M  with  the  French  republic;    and  that  he  ftirred  up,   and   now  countenances,  public 
*•  preachings,  and  persecutions,  againft  the  French  in  his  dominions. 

"  Coniklering,  finally,  that  all  thefe  circumftances,  taken  together,  leave  the  republic 
"  no  longer  any  hope  of  obtaining,  by  means  of  friendly  negotiations,  the  redraft  of 
*«  thofe  grievances;  and  that  all  the  ads  of  the  court  of  Madrid  are  true  ads  of  hofti- 
"  lity,  in  concert  with  the  coalefced  powers,  which  ads  are  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
"  of   war  ; 

M  The  National  Convention  decrees,  That,  in  confequence  of  the  multiplied  ads  of 
*«  hoftility  and  aggreffion,  above  enumerated,  the  French  republic  is  at  war  with  the 
et  king  of  Spain." 

Before  we  review  the  reverfe  of  fortune  which  the  French  nation  experienced  in  the 
Netherlands,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert  to  the  unfortunate  expedition  which  was  under- 
taken againft  Cagliari,  the  capital  of  Sardinia.  A  French  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
admiral  Truguet,  which  had  failed  from  Toulon,  anchored  before  the  town,  and  com- 
menced a  vigorous  cannonade  againft  it  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January;  but  as  all 
the  tranfpovts  with  the  land  forces  were  not  yet  arrived,  the  admiral  ordered  the  firing 
to  ceafe  on  the  twenty-ninth.  The  volunteers,  however,  being  impatient  to  land,  after 
ufing  every  argument  to  convince  them  how  dangerous  it  muft  be  to  make  an  attempt 
without  a  fufficjeut  force,  M.  Truguet  at  length  confented,  and  gave  orders  for  their 
landing  on  the  fourteenth  of  February.  Four  lhips  and  two  bomb-ketches  were  ported 
before  the  town,  and  nearly  the  fame  force  was  placed  between  the  town  and  a  fmall 
mountain  defended  by  batteries:  another  came  to  anchor  before  the  town  to  batter  it, 
and  three  fhips  and  three  frigates  were  employed  in  covering  the  landing  of  the  troops. 
Of  all  thefe  fliips  the  Themiftocles  alone  did  execution  ;  but  flie  was  fet  on  fire  by  a  red- 
hot  ball,  and  the  captain  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  died  four  days  after.  In  the  nrght 
the  Themiftocles  was  obliged  to  retire.  The  Patriot,  which  kept  up  a  continual  fire  for 
three  days  and  three  nights,  expended  all  her  ammunition,  and  had  eight  men  wounded, 
feme  of  them  dangeroufly.     The  Juno  frigate  had  only  feven  wounded. 

The  defcent  was  efFeded  under  the  command  of  general  Cafa-Bianca,  with  fifteen 
hundred  troops  of  the  line,  and  three  thoufand  national  volunteers ;  another  defcent  was 
tol)e  made  at  fome  diftance,  and  a  certain  fignal  was  agreed  on.  The  fame  fignal  was 
obferved  in  the  ifland,  and  the  troops  heard  the  following  words  pronounced  through  a 
ipeaking  trumpet:  "Citizens,  come  on  Jhore  \  we  have  put  to  flight  the  enemy"  The 
troops,  however,  fufpeded  the  delufion,  efpecially  as  they  could  obferve  with  their  glafles 
that  the  invitation  came  from  perfons  in  the  Sardinian  uniform.  The  fecond  defcent 
therefore  was  countermanded.  Cafa-Bianca,  however,  formed  a  camp  at  the  diftance  of 
half  a  league  from  the  town,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  fome  mortars ;  but  the 
troops  were  feized  with  an  inftantaneous  panic,  they  miftook  the  word  of  command, 'and 
the  patroles  fired  upon  each  other  :  the  foldiers  imagined  themfelves  too  weak  in  num- 
ber, 
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er,  and  requeftcd  to  he  re-embarked,  and  fome  of  them  without  orders  began  .to  retire 
towards-  the  fhore.  In  this  difagreeable  fituation  the  general  was  compelled  to  re-em- 
bark his  troops,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  was  able  even  to  fave  his  cannon. 
When  the  troops  returned  on  board,  Truguet  immediately  let  fail.  The  Leopard,  a 
fhipof  the  line,  ran  on  fhore,  but  the  crew  were  faved.  A  tartan,  which  ran  on  fhore 
alfo,  was  burnt  by  the  Sardinians. 

This  failure  of  the  attack  upon  Sardinia  was  a  trivial  misfortune  in  comparifon  with 
the  hafty  retreat  and  final  defection  of  general  Dumourier  in  the  Netherlands.  Although 
the  French  force  had  been  confiderably  reduced,  partly  by  the  return  of  the  volunteers 
and  national  guards,  but  principally  by  the  grofs  negleft  of  the  minifters,  yet,  as  the/ 
were  ftill  numerous,  general  Miranda  continued  to  prefs  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht  with  a 
confiderable  force  ;  while  general  La  Noue,  with  the  covering  army,  was  encamped  at' 
Herve.  The  head-quarters  of  general  Valence  were  at  Liege,  while  his  out-pofts  ex- 
tended to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Roer.  On  the  firft  of  March,  gene- 
ral Clairfait,  having  paffed  the  Roer  in  the  night,  attacked  the  French  pofts  as  well  orr 
the  fide  of  Durn  as  on  that  of  Juliers,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat  as  far  as  Alder- 
Haven,  with  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men,  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  thirteen  ammuni- 
tion waggons,  and  the  military  cheft.  The  following  day  the  archduke  attacked  feveral 
French  batteries,  and  took  nine. pieces  of  cannon. 

On  the  third,  the  prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg  obtained  a  fignal  vi&ory  over  the  French,, 
and  drove,  them  from  Aix-la-Chapelle  even  to  the  vicinity  of  Liege,  with  the  lofs  of 
four  thoufand  killed,  fixteen  hundred  prifoners,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
French  force  ftems  indeed  at  this  period  to  have  been  too  much  divided  to  make  an  ef- 
fectual refinance  ;  and  their  officers  appear  not  fufficiently  informed  of  the  motions  of 
the  enemy.  The  defeat  of  the  third  was  the  fignal  for  railing  the  fiege  of  Maeftricht,:- 
On  the  fourth,  Miranda  learned  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  with  more  than  thirty- 
five  thoufand  men  to  vards  vVick,  with  the  evident  intention  of  throwing  fuccours  into 
Maeftricht.  The  \  eneral,  therefore,  had  fcarcely  time  to  withdraw  the  body  of  three 
thoufand  men,  which  were  ofted  there,  under  the  command  of  general  Leveneur,  before 
they  were  attacked  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy.  The  bombardment  was  how- 
ever continued  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  Maeftricht  fufFered  confiderably  from  the  con«< 
flagration.  At  twelve  o'clqck  at  night  Miranda  gave  orders  for  a  general  retreat,  having 
lent  before  ..im  all  the  artillery,  which  happily  arrived  at  Tongres,  being  covered  with  a 
rear-gv  u  of  four  tb  .ufand  men,  whom  the  allies  were  unable  to  difcompofe.  On  the 
fucceeding  day  the  rench  were  again  attacked  at  Tongres,  and  forced  to  retreat  to  Hans 
and  Saint  Tron,  where  Miranda  and  Valence  formed  a  junction  ;  the  former  having  eva- 
cuated Liege,  and  abandoned  it  to  the  enemy.  They  were  alfo  joined  by  troops  under 
generals  lfler,  Lamorliere,  and  Champmorin ;  and  after  remaining  there  till  the  eighth, 
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to  refrefli,  and  having  repulfed  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  who  attempted  to  dif- 
lodge  them,  they  moved  on  that  day  towards  Tirlemont. 

In  this  critical  fituation  of  affairs  general  Dumourier  ought  to  have  abandoned  his  en- 
terprife  againft  Holland,  and  moved  with  his  whole  force  to  the  fupport  of  the  flying 
generals.  On  the  contrary,  he  left  his  army  under  the  command  of  general  De  Flers, 
"  whom" — he  fays — "  he  knew  to  be  incapable  of  difcharging  the truft,"  with  orders 
to  take  up  his  quarters  at  Dort.  The  army  in  Holland  was  totally  difpirited  by  the  de- 
parture of  the  general;  the  Dutch  navy  in  the  mean  time  was  reinforced,  and  the  Pruf- 
fians  advanced  by  the  way  of  Bois-le-Duc.  Inftead  of  proceeding  to  Dort,  De  Flers  was 
compelled  to  throw  himfelf  into  Breda,  with  fix  battalions  and  two  hundred  cavalry,  and 
the  reft  of  the  army  retired  to  Antwerp. 

The  fatisfa&ion  expreffed  by  the  army  in  Liege  on  being  re- joined  by  their  former  vic- 
torious commander  is  fcarcely  to  be  defcribed;  order  and  confidence  feemed  to  be  at  once 
eftablifhed  ;  and  the  hopes  of  the  foldicry  anticipated  a,  renewal  of  the  glories  of  Je- 
mappe.  The  ftrength  and  vigour,  however,  of  the  French  army  were  gone,  and  their 
commander  was  no  longer  the  fame  Dumourier,  who  had  triumphantly  over-run  the 
Netherlands  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  March  the  Auftrians  attacked  Tirlemont,  in  which  the  French 
had  only  four  hundred  men,  and  which  they  carried  after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  the 
town  being  large,  and  incapable  of  defence.  On  the  following  day,  however,  they  were 
again  driven  from  that  place  by  Dumourier,  and  compelled  to  retreat  to  Saint  Tron. 
The  firft  attempts  were  attended  with  fuccefs ;  and  the  Auftrian  advanced  pods  were 
forced  to  retire  to  Saint  Tron  through  Tirlemont,  which  they  had  already  paffed.  On 
the  eighteenth  a  general  engagement  took  place  at  Neerwinden  ;  the  French  army  being 
covered  on  the  left  by  Dormael,  and  on  the  right  by  Landen.  The  adlion  continued,  with 
great  obftinacy  on  both  fides,  from  feven  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  evening,  when  the 
French  were  obliged  to  fall  back,  and  the  Auftrian  cavalry  coming  up,  put  them  entirely 
to  flight.  The  lofs  in  each  army  was  great.  The  French  difplayed  confiderable  cou- 
rage and  addrefs,  but  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  perhaps  by  the  treachery  of 
their  own  commanders,  as  well  as  by  thefuperiorfkilland  difcipline  of  their  enemies.  Du- 
mourier himfelf,  in  a  letter  to  general  Duval,  fays  of  this  battle,  that  he  attacked  the 
enemy  in  the  famous  plain  of  Neerwinden,  and  fought  the  whole  day  with  his  right 
wing  and  center.  The  left  wing,  which  was  commanded  by  general  Miranda,  he  aflerts, 
not  only  fought  ill,  but  abandoned  him,  and  fled  beyond  Tirlemont.  In  his  Memoirs 
the  general  afferts,  that  general  La  Marche  committed  the  firft  error  of  the  day.  He 
entered  the  plain  of  Landen,  according  to  his  inftru&ions ;  but  finding  no  enemy  there, 
he  made  a  movement  to  the  left,  to  fall  upon  the  village  of  Oberwinde,  and  thence  was 
thrown  into  confufion  by  the  fecond  column.     General  Valence,  who  commanded  the 
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French  cavalry,  was  wounded,  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Tirlemont,  but  they  were  ftill  vic- 
torious over  the  Auftrian  horfe.  He  repeats  the  charge  againft  general  Miranda,  of  hav- 
ing retreated  while  his  troops  were  quite  frefh,  and  attributes  this  defection  to  a  jealoufy 
of  general  Valence. 

Miranda,  however,  in  a  confidential  letter  to  Petion,  dated  the  twenty-firfl  of  March,, 
very  dire&ly  intimates  his  fufpicion  of  treachery  in  the  commander  in  chief.  He  fays  that 
Dumourier,  who  had  never  failed  to  confult  him  upon  every  other  occafion,did  not  even 
mention  the  arrangements  for  the  battle  of  Neerwinden  to  him.  "  At  eleven  at  night," 
—fays  he — "  my  orders  were  delivered  in  writing,  and  I  learnt  in  a  converfation  with 
•*  him,  that  we  were  to  offer  battle  to  an  enemy  fifty-one  thoufand  ftrong,  very  advan- 
"  tageoufly  polled,  and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  with  a  force  inferior  to  theirs, 
*'  and  with  every  difadvantage  of  fituation  and  encampment — all  this  was  to  be  effected 
*«  without  having  previoufly  reconnoitred  the  ground,  or  the  particular  pofition  of  the 
*'  enemy.  Miranda  proceeds  to  affert,  that  he  made  a  vigorous  attack  in  five  different 
columns,  three  of  which  were  led  on  by  himfelf;  and  that  at  laft  his  troops,  after  fight- 
ing a  confiderable  time  with  various  fuccefs,  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  fuperior 
force  :  and  that  they  did  not  abandon  the  field  in  a  cowardly  manner,  the  lofs  which  this 
divifion  fuffered  may  be  cited  as  a  proof,  fince  it  amounted  to  not  lefs  than  two  thou- 
fand in  killed  and  wounded.  The  whole  of  the  lofs  Dumourier  ftates  at  more  than 
three  thoufand,  and  that  of  the  Imperialifts  at  fourteen  hundred.  The  French  alfo 
loft  a  great  part  of  their  cannon. 

The  battle  of  Neerwinden  was  fatal  to  the  French  ;  for,  befides  the  lofs  above  flated,. 
the  general  obferves,  that  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  men  immediately  deferted,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Bruffels  and  France.  The  retreat  of  the  French  was,  however,  made  in 
good  order,  and  they  continued  fkirmiihing  till  they  reached  Godfenhoven,  about  a 
league  fouth  of  Tirlemont.  Here  the  French  formed  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  two 
armies  refted  the  whole  night  upon  their  arms.  On  the  nineteenth  little  was  at- 
temptedj  and  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth  Dumourier  took  poffeflion  of  the  heights  of 
Cumptich,  behind  Tirlemont,  from  which  place  he  had  time  to  withdraw  his  magazines. 

As  the  general,  however,  if  we  may  truft  his  own  account,  clearly  perceived  that  he 
could  not  long  maintain  himfelf  in  this  pofition,  and  that  it  afforded  no  protection  either 
to  Louvain  or  Bruffels,  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  twentieth,  while  the  Auftrians  ftill 
remained  before  Tirlemont,  to  pafs  the  Welpe,  and  encamp  near  Bauterfem,  having  his 
right  at  Op  and  Neer welpe,  and  his  left  on  the  heights,  and  in  the  woods  in  the  front 
of  Zutllenberg.  Here  he  was  attacked  by  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
however  repulfed.  While  the  general  was  engaged  in  repelling  this  affault,  Danton  and; 
La  Croix  arrived  in  the  camp,  as  commiflioners  from  the  Convention;  and  after  receiv- 
ing; 
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ing  fome  explanation  from  him,  relative  to  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  affairs  of  Belgium,  they  returned. 

On  the  twenty-firft  Dumourier  judged  it  proper  to  take  poft  nearer  Louvain,  and  on 
the  following  day  he  was  attacked  hy  the  enemy.  The  aaion  was  bloody,  and  laftxd 
the  whole  day  ;  but  the  Imperialifts  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  great  lofs.  On  the 
evening  preceding  this  action,  general  Dumourier  fent  colonel  Montjoye  to  the  head 
quarters  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg,  to  treat  refpeaing  the  wounded  and  the  prifoners. 
"  He  there"— continues  Dumourier— ••  faw  colonel  Mack,  an  officer  of  uncommon 
"  merit,  who  obferved  to  colonel  Montjoye,  that  it  might  be  equally  advantageous  to 
«  both  parties  to  agree  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms."  Dumoui  r,  who  had  deeply  confidered 
the  fituation  of  his  army,  fent  Montjoye  again  to  colonel  Mack  on  the  twenty -fecond, 
to  demand  if  he  would  come  to  Louvain,  and  make  the  fame  proportion  to  Dumourier. 
Colonel  Mack  came  in  the  evening,  and  the  following  articles  were  verbally  agreed  to: 
firft,  That  the  Imperials  fhould  not  again  attack  the  French  army  in  great  force,  nor 
general  Dumourier  again  offer  battle  to  the  Imperialifts.  Secondly,  that  on  the  faith  of 
this  tacit  armiftice,  the  French  fhould  retire  to  Bruffels  flowly  and  in  good  order,  with- 
out any  oppofition  from  the  enemy.  And  laftly,  that  Dumourier  and  colonel  Mack 
fhould  have  another  interview  after  the  evacuation  of  Bruffels,  in  orucr.to  fettle  further 
articles  that  might  then  be  mutually  deemed  neceffary. 

Either  diftruftful  of  Dumourier,  however,  or  from  other  motives,  the  Imperialifts, 
under  general  Clairfait,  attacked  an  advanced  guard  of  the  French,  ported  at  Pellen- 
berk  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  latter  were  obliged  to  abandon  Louvain,  and  general 
Dumourier  tranfported  his  wounded,  and  the  flour  for  his  army,  in  boats  to  Mechlin. 
The  French  army  effected  their  retreat  towards  Bruffels  in  the  night,  otherwife,  Du- 
mourier himfelf  ftates,  to  the  honour  of  his  new  allies,  "  That,  notwithftanding  the 
■«*  verbal  ftipulations  agreed  to  by  colonel  Mack,  they  would  probably  have  feized  upon 
«'  this  opportunity  to  deftroy,  or  entirely  difpeife,  the  French  army." 

Dumourier,  it  appears,  continued  faithfully  to  obferve,  on  his  part,  the  terms  of  this 
agreement ;  and  he  alfo  allows  that  the  prince  of  Cobourg  fo  far  adhered  to  them,  that 
he  remained  three  days  at  Louvain,  fending  only  fmall  detachments  to  hang  on  the  rear- 
guard of  the  French.  On  the  twenty-fifth  general  Dumourier,  with  his  army,  parted 
through  Bruffels.  The  citadel  jof  Antwerp  was  the  only  fortified  place  he  was  able  to 
keep,  which  he  garrifoned  with  two  thou  fund  men,  and  fix  months  provifions,  in  order 
to  preferve  a  communication  with  the  troops  which  had  been  left  in  Breda  and  Gertruy- 
denberg.  His  defign,  he  fays,  was  to  have  formed  a  ftrong  line  without  the  territory  of 
France,  to  the  left  by  Namur,  Mons,  Tournay,  Courtray,  Antwerp,  Breda,  and  Gertruy- 
denberg,  till  he  could  recruit  his  forces ;  but  the  line  in  one  part  was  broken  by  the  ne- 
ceffary evacuation  of  Namur. 
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On  the  twenty-feventh  the  general  arrived  at  Ath,  where  he  received  orders  from  the 
Convention  to  arreft  the  colonel  of  the  feventy-third  regiment  of  infantry,  and  general 
Miranda.  On  the  fame  day  colonel  Mack  arrived  at  Ath.  A  further  agreement  was  then 
entered  into  between  that  officer  and  Dumourier;  the  terms  of  which  were— ."  That 
*'  the  French  army  mould  remain  fome  time  longer  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Mons,  Tour- 
"  nay,  and  Courtray,  without  being  harafTed  by  the  Imperial  army  ;  that  general  Du- 
'•  mourier,  who  did  not  conceal  from  colonel  Mack  his  dejign  of  marching  againjl  Paris, 
*'  ihould,  when  their  dcfigns  were  ripe  for  execution,  regulate  the  motions  of  the  Iin- 
"  perialifts,  who  mould  only  adt  as  auxiliaries  in  the  execution  of  their  plan  ;  that  in 
"  the  cafe  of  Dumourier's  having  no  need  of  affiftance,  which  was  to  be  greatly  de- 
M  fired  by  both  parties,  the  Imperialifts  fhould  not  advance  farther  than  the  frontier  of 
••  France,  and  that  the  total  evacuation  of  Belgium  mould  be  the  price  of  this  conde- 
'*  fcenfion;  but  if  Dumourier  could  not  effedt  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  a  limited  mon- 
"  archy  (not  a  counter-revolution,)  he  himfelf  fhould  indicate  the  number  and  the  kind 
•'  of  troops  which  the  Imperialifts  fhould  furnifh,  to  aid  in  the  project,  and  which 
.«'  fhould  be  entirely  under  Dumourier's  direction." — Dumourier  made  colonel  Mack 
acquainted  with  his  defign  of  marching  the  following  day  to  Tournay,  with  the  march  of 
general  Neuilly  to  Mons,  and  of  the  army  of  Holland  to  Courtray.  It  was  finally  de- 
cided, that  in  order  to  combine  the  operations  of  the  Imperial  troops  under  the  prince  of 
Cobourg,  and  thofe  under  the  prince  of  Hohenloe,  at  the  time  when  Dumourier  fhould 
march  to  Paris,  Conde  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians  as  a  pledge  ;  that 
the  Auftrians  fhould  garrifon  the  town,  but  without  any  pretenfions  to  the  fovereignty; 
and  on  the  condition  that  it  fhould  be  reftored  to  France  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war, 
and  after  an  indemnity  fhould  have  been  fettled  between  the  two  parties;  but  that  all 
the  other  towns  belonging  to  France  fhould,  in  the  cafe  of  theconftitutional  party  need- 
ing the  affiftance  of  the  Imperialifts,  receive  garrifons,  one  half  of  which  fhould  be 
French  troops,  and  the  other  half  Imperialifts,  under  the  orders  of  the  Fiench.  Gene- 
ral Valence^  general  Thouvenot,  the  duke  de  Chartres,  and  colonel  Montjoye,  affifted 
at  this  conference. 

Dumourier  arrived  on  the  twenty-eighth  at  Tournay  ;  and  there  he  learned  that  gene- 
ral Neuilly's  divifion  had  abandoned  Mons,  and  thrown  themfelves  into  Conde  and  Va- 
lenciennes. Here  he  found  madame  Sillery  and  madame  d'Orleans,  whom,  he  fays,  he 
had  never  till  then  feen.  From  hence  he  addrefled  a  letter  to  Bournonville,  dated  the 
twenty- eighth  of  March,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  retreat  of  a  part  of  the 
army,  under  generals  Neuilly  and  Ferrand,  who,  by  the  defertion  of  a  great  number  of 
volunteers,  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the  city  of  Mons  during  the  night.  General  Ma- 
rafle,  military  commander  of  Antwerp,  capitulated,  and  by  that  method,  though  not  the 
moft  honourable,  yet  indifpenfably  neceffary,  faved  a  body  of  ten  thoufand  men.  He 
added,  that  colonels  Saint  Clair  and  Thouvenot  were  attacked  without  means  of  de- 
fence ;  that  the  military  convoys  were  detained  at  Bruges ;   that  he  had  difpatched  fome 
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troops  in  order  to  liberate  thofe  convoys  ;  and  that  he  had  feiit  forces  to  garrifon  Saint 
Omer,  Cambray,  and  all  the  places  on  the  line  from  Dunkirk  to  Givet.  At  this  period 
Dumourier  defcribed  the  army  as  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  as  not  having 
pioviiions  for  more  than  ten  days.  He  faid  that  the  pretended  fuccours  of  men  from  the 
departments  of  the  north  confifted  only  of  old  men  and  boys,  who,  fo  far  from  being 
ufeful.ferved  only  to  confume  the  provifions,  and  increafe  the  confufion.  He  declared, 
that  if  order  and  difcipline  were  not  reftored— that  if  fifty  authorities,  each  more  abfurcl 
than  the  other,  continued  to  diredt  all  political  and  military  operations,  France  would  be 
loft;  and  he  added,  that  with  a  fmall  number  of  brave  men,  he  would  bury  himfelf  un- 
der the  ruins  of  his  country.  He  affirmed,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy,  who,  without  amufing  themfelves  with  fieges,  might,  with  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  cavalry,  lay  wafte  and  reduce  to  afhes  all  that  part  of  the 
country  which  lies  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.  He  concluded  this  melancholy  re- 
prefentation  with  bellowing  eulogiums  on  the  clemency  and  moderation  of  the  Auftrians, 
who,  he  obferved,  were  entitled  to  the  more  praife,  as  from  the  examples  of  cruelty  and 
outrage  which  the  French  had  exhibited,  a  very  different  conduct  on  their  part  might 
have  been  expected.  "  I  have  always  affirmed," — fays  he — "  and  I  repeat,  that  a  repub- 
"  lie  can  only  be  founded  on  virtue,  and  that  freedom  can  be  maintained  only  by  order 
"  and  wifdom."  The  frequent  reproachful  addreffes  to  the  Convention  from  the  gene- 
ral, were  at  length  conftrued  by  them  into  infult  and  treafon.  He  had  been  too  much 
accuftomed  to  the  ftratagems  of  war,  and  the  fineffe  of  political  tranfa&ions,  not  to  be 
previoufly  informed  of  the  defign  of  the  Convention  to  order  him  a  prifoner  to 
their  bar. 

Three  commiffioners  from  the  executive  power  had  been  difpatched,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  conferring  with  the  general  concerning  the  affairs  of  Belgium,  but  really  with 
a  view  of  founding  his  intentions.  They  found  him  at  Tournay,  in  company  with 
madame  Sillery,  young  Egalite,  and  Valence,  and  furrounded  with  deputations  from  the 
diftriiSt  of  Cambray.  The  interview  was  violent:  Dumourier  expreffed  himfelf  in 
*ermsof  inveclive  againft  the  Jacobins.  "  They  will  ruin  France," — faid  he — "  but  I 
"  will  fave  it,  though  they  fhould  call  me  a  Caefar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Monk."  The 
commiffioners  carried  the  converfation  no  farther:  they  departed,  and  returned  next 
day,  determined  to  diffemble,  in  order  the  better  to  difcover  the  extent  of  his  views. 
The  general  then  became  more  explicit ;  he  faid  that  the  Convention  were  a  herd  of  ruf- 
fians, whom  he  held  in  abhorrence  ;  that  the  volunteers  were  poltroons  ;  but  that 
all  their  efforts  would  be  vain.  "  As  for  the  reft," — added  he — "  there  ftill  remains  a 
"  party.  If  the  queen  and  her  children  are  threatened,  T  will  march  to  Paris — it  is  my 
"  fixed  intention — and  the  Convention  will  not  exift  three  weeks  longer."  The  com- 
miffioners afked  him  by  what  means  he  would  replace  the  Convention  ?  His  anfwer  was, 
*  The  means  are  already  formed."  They  afked  him,  whether,  he  did  not  wifh  to  have 
the  laft  conftitution  ?    He  replied,  that  it  was  a  foolifh  one;  he  expedted  a  better  from 
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Condorcet :    the  firft  conftitution,  with  all  its    imperfections,   was  preferable.     When 
theyafked  him  whether  he  wifhed  to  have  a  king,  lie  replied,    "  We  muft  have  one." 
He  alfo  told  them,  that  he  was  employed  to  make  peace  for  France;  that  he  had  already 
entered  into  a  negociation  with  the  prince  of  Cobourg  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  and 
for  the  purpofe  of  withdrawing  from  Holland  thofe  eighteen  battalions,  which  were  on 
the  point  of  being  cut  off.     When  they  informed  him  that  thofe  negociations  with  Co- 
bourg, and  the  peace  which  he  wifhed  to  procure  for  France,  would  not  change  repub- 
licans into  royalifts,  he  repeated  the  affertion  that  he  would  be  in  Paris  in  three  weeks  ; 
and  obferved,  that  fince  the  battle  of  Jemappe,   he  had  wept  over  his  fuccefs  in  fo  bad  a 
caufe.     Dubuiffon,  one  of  the  commiffioners,  then  propofed  to  communicate  to  him  the 
plan  of  a  counter-revolution  :  but  he  (aid  that  his  own  was  better;  that  he  would  make 
the  conqueft  of  Belgium  for  himfelf,   which  he  would  rule  under  the  protection  of  the 
houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  converfation  of  Dumourier  with  thefe  commiffioners  was  no  fooner  made  public 
in  Paris,  than  the  fufpicions  of  thofe  who  entertained  apprehenfions  of  his  treachery 
were  converted  into  certainty.  The  general  himfelf  had  been  previoufly  ordered  to  the 
bar  of  the  Convention  ;  he  was  to  be  fuperfeded  by  Bournonville,  the  minifter  of  war; 
and  four  commiffioners  were  fent  to  the  army  of  the  north,  with  powers  to  fufpend  and 
arreft  all  generals  and  military  officers  whom  they  fhould  lufpect,  and  bring  them  to 
the  bar. 

As  the  commiffioners  wifhed  to  proceed  with  caution,  they  halted  at  Lifle  ;  and  dis- 
patched a  fummons  to  the  general  to  appear  in  that  city,  and  anfwer  the  charges  againft 
him.  The  general,  however,  had  already  arranged  his  plan  ;  the  Rubicon  was  paffed  ; 
and  he  returned  only  for  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  leave  the  army  for  a  moment,  while 
the  enemy  was  cutting  him  off  from  every  retreat — and  that  he  would  only  enter  Lifle 
to  purge  it  of  thofe  traitors  who  infefted  it. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  Dumourier  learned  that  Antwerp  had  been  aban- 
doned by  the  troops  which  he  had  ftationed  there ;  and  that  they  had  effected  their 
retreat  to  the  territories  of  France.  On  the  following  day,  he  refolvedto  raife  the  camp 
at  Tournay,  and  occupy  that  of  Maulde.  In  the  mean  time  he  fent  orders  through  co- 
lonel Mack  to  the  garrifons  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  to  capitulate,  on  condition  of 
being  allowed  to  march  back  to  France.  He  alfo  ordered  general  Miaczinfki,  who  was 
at  Orchies,  to  march  with  his  divifion  to  Lifle,  and  arreft  the  commiffioners  of  the  Con- 
vention ;  but  that  general,  imprudently  divulging  the  object  of  his  miffion,  no  fooner 
entered  the  city  than  the  gates  were  fhut  upon  him  ;  he  was  fent  to  Paris,  and  brought  to 
the  fcaffold.  By  the  patriotifm  of  generals  Ferrand  and  Ecuyer,  Dumourier  was  alfo 
fruftrated  in  an  attempt  to  render  himfelf  mafter  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes. 
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The  attempt  to  arreft  an  able  general  at  the  head  of  his  army  was  bold  at  leaft,  and  in- 
deed did  not  argue  a  fupcrior  degree  of  wifdom  in  the  agents  of  the  Convention.  The 
commiflioners,  neverthelefs,  proceeded,  on  the  firft  of  April,  to  Saint  Amand,  the  head 
quarters  of  Dumourier,  and,  being  admitted  to  his  prefence,  explained  to  him  the  object 
of  their  miffion.  After  a  conference  of  fome  hours,  the  general  obferved,  finding, 
"  That  he  valued  his  head  too  much  to  fubmit  it  to  an  arbitrary  tribunal •"  and  find- 
ing that  he  could  not  perfuade  them  to  favour  his  intentions,  he  gave  the  fignal  for  a 
body  of  foldiers  who  were  in  waiting,  and  ordered  the  minifter  of  war,  Bournonville 
(who  was  fent  to  fuperfede  him)  and  the  commiflioners,  Camus,  Blancal,  La  Marque, 
and  Quinette,  immediately  to  be  conveyed  to  general  Clairfait's  head  quarters  at  Tour- 
nay,  as  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family. 

Dumourier,  notwithftanding  his  fplendid  talents,  appears,  however,  to  have  been  groff- 
ly  miftaken  with  regard  to  the  difpofition  of  his  army.  However  they  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  refent  the  affront  which  was  fo  imprudently  offered  to  their  general,  in  order- 
ing him  to  appear  as  a  criminal  at  Paris;  yet  when  he  came  to  propofe  to  them  the  ref- 
toration  of  royalty,  in  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  and  to  turn  their  arms  againft  their 
country,  the  prejudices  or  the  patriotifm  of  Frenchmen  aflumed  their  wonted  influence, 
and  they  confidered  it  as  their  duty  to  difobey.  The  general  loft  no  time  in  difpatching 
colonel  Montjoye  to  acquaint  colonel  Mack  with  the  arreft  of  the  commiflioners,  and  to 
appoint  the  time  and  place  for  a  conference  to  conclude  the  terms  of  their  treaty.  Dur- 
ing the  night  he  compofed  a  manifefto,  addrefTed  to  his  army,  which  he  digefted  and  put 
in  order  the  following  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  he  went  to  the  camp,  and  addrefTed  the  troops,  who,  he 
fays,  appeared  to  approve  his  conduct.  He  then  proceeded  to  Saint  Amand,  in  which 
place  was  the  corps  of  artillery,  who  alfo  exprefled  their  fatisfacYion.  At  Saint  Amand 
general  Dumourier  thought  it  prudent  to  fleep,  for  the  purpofeof  marking  his  confidence 
in  the  troops  there. — The  whole  of  the  third,  he  fays,  pafled  with  as  much  fuccefs  as- he 
could  expe£t ;  except  that  murmurs  were  heard  among  fome  of  the  battalions  of  the 
volunteers. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  he  left  general  Thouvenot  at  Saint  Amand,  and  depart- 
ed himfelf  for  Conde  ;  but  he  had  not  approached  that  fortrefs  within  half  a  league, 
before  he  was  met  by  an  officer  difpatched  by  general  Neuilly  to  inform  him  that  the  gar- 
rifon  was  in  the  greateft  fermentation,  and  that  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  him  to  enter  the 
place.  He  fent  back  the  officer  with  an  order  to  general  Neuilly,  to  fend  the  eighteenth 
regiment  of  cavalry  to  efcort  him.  He  had  juft  before  overtaken  a  column  of  volun- 
teers marching  towards  Conde,  who,  however,  did  not  then  attempt  to  moleft  him. 
"While  they  were  yet  in  fight  it  was  that  general  Neuilly's  meffenger  arrived  ;  and  he 
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had  fcarcely  delivered  his  meflage  to  the  officer,  when  the  head  of  the  column  quitted 
the  high  road,  and  ran  towards  him  with  fhouts  and  menaces,  and  a  univerfal  exclama- 
tion of  "  Stop,  ftop  !"  The  general  now  perceiving  himfelf  in  the  moft  imminent  dan- 
ger, mounted  a  horfe  belonging  to  a  domeftic  of  the  duke  de  Chartres,  and  efcaped 
through  a  dreadful  difcharge  of  mufketry,  which  the  whole  column  poured  upon  him  and 
his  aflbciates. 

Finding  it  impoffible  to  gain  the  camp  of  Maulde,  the  general  proceeded  along  the 
Scheldt,  and  pafled  the  ferry  near  the  village  of  Wikers,  on  the  Imperial  territory* 
From  this  place  he  continued  his  route  on  foot  to  Bury,  where  in  the  evening  he  met 
coloriel  Mack,  and  pafled  the  night  in  digefting  the  proclamation  of  the  prince  of  Go- 
bourg,  which  appeared  on  the  fifth,  with  that  of  general  Dumourier.  It  was  alfc* 
agreed  in  this  conference,  that  as  foon  as  the  general  fhould  be  mafter  of  Condc,  he 
fhould  deliver  it  to  the  Auftrians,  to  ferve  as  a  magazine  and  place  of  arms,  in  cafe  of 
aid  being  demanded  by  Dumourier. 

The  proclamation  of  Dumourier  contained  a  recapitulation  of  his  fervices  to  the 
French  republic ;  aftatement  of  the  cruel  neglect  which  his  army  had  experienced  in  the 
preceding  winter,  and  of  the  outrages  practifed  by  the  Jacobins  towards  the  generals  of 
the  republic,  and  particularly  towards  himfelf;  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  arreft 
the  commiflioners ;  and  a  glowing  picture  of  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  a  continu- 
ance of  anarchy  in  France.  It  concluded  with  an  exhortation  to  the  French,  to  reftore 
the  conftitution  of  1789,  1790,  and  1791 ;  and  a  declaration  on  oath  that  he  bore  arms 
only  for  the  reftoration  of  that  conftitution;  and  that  as  foon  as  he  had  effected  that  pur- 
pofe,  he  would  for  ever  abandon  every  public  function,  and  in  folitude  confole  himfelf 
with  having  contributed  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  manifefto  of  the  prince  of  Saxe-Cobourg,  which  accompanied  the  preceding,  re- 
flected great  honour  on  that  general ;  and  it  can  never  be  fufHciently  regretted,  that  the 
terms  which  it  held  forth  were  ever  departed  from  by  the  allied  powers.  It  pafled  high 
encomiums  on  the  difintereftcd  and  patriotic  views  of  general  Dumourier.  It  announced 
that  the  allied  powers  were  no  longer  to  be  coufidered  as  principals,  but  merely  as  auxi- 
liaries in  the  war;  that  they  had  no  other  object  but  merely  to  co-operate  with  general 
Dumourier  in  giving  to  France  her  conftitutional  king,  and  the  conftitution  Jhe  forme/Lfor 
herfelf.  On  his  word  of  honour  he  pledged  himfelf,  that  he  would  not  come  upon  the 
French  territory  to  make  conquefts,  but  folely  for  the  ends  above  fpecified.  The  prince 
declared  further,  that  any  ftrong  places  which  fhould  be  put  into  his  hands  fhould  be 
corrfidered  as  facred  depofits,  to  be  delivered  up  as  foon  as  the  conftitutional  govern- 
ment fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  France,  or  as  foon  as  general  Dumourier  fhould  de- 
mand  them. 
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On  the  fifth  of  April,  at  day-break,  general  Dumourier  proceeded,  with  an  efcort  of 
fifty  Imperial  dragoons,  to  the  advanced  guard  of  his  camp  at  Maulde.  He  harangu- 
ed the  troops;  but  though  there  was  no  open  oppofition,  he  obferved  fome  indica-. 
tions  of  that  fpirit,  and  feveral  factious  groupes  affembled  in  different  parts.  His  next 
dofign  was  to  go  to  Saint  Amand ;  but  as  he  was  entering  the  city  he  was  met  by  an  aid- 
de-camp,  who  informed  him,  that  during  the  night  the  corps  of  artillery,  excited  by 
fome  emiffaries  from  Valenciennes,  had  rifen  upon  their  general,  and  were  marching  to 
that  fortrefs.  The  money,  however,  and  the  equipages  of  the  officers,  which  remained 
in  the  city  without  a  guard,  he  commanded  to  be  conducted  to  Rumegies. 

The  defcrtion  of  the  corps  of  artillery  was  the  fignal  for  general  revolt.  General 
Lamorliere,  on  whom  Dumourier  had  placed  fome  dependence,  immediately  took  his  de- 
parture for  Valenciennes.  The  general  was  hirnfelf  at  Rumegies,  when  he  heard  of  the 
defection  of  the  troops  in  camp.  Nothing  was  now  left  but  to  provide  for  his  perfonal 
fafety.  He  mounted  his  horfe,  attended  by  general  and  colonel  Thouvenot,  the  duke 
de  Chartres,  colonel  Montjoye,  and  a  few  others  of  his  ftaff.  He  was  followed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day  by  about  feven  hundred  horfe  and  eight  hundred  infantry  ;  thefe  were 
the  whole  that  could  be  prevailed  on,  by  the  utmoft  folicitations  of  their  officers,  to  de- 
left to  the  enemy,  and  feveral  of  thefe  afterwards  returned. 

The  military  cheft  which  Dumourier  had  removed,  was  recovered  by  a  party  of  French 
•chaffeurs,  and  brought  to  Valenciennes.  At  Bury  general  Dumourier  found  colonel 
Mack,  and  proceeded  with  him  to  Mons.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Imperialifis  mould  im- 
mediately lay  fiege  to  Conde.  The  rank  of  feld-zeugmeifrer  [general  of  artillery]  was 
conferred  on  Dumourier;  but  he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  new  office  conferred  upon  him  ;  for, 
as  it  was  the  price  of  treachery,  he  was  ever  regarded  with  a  fufpicious  eye,  which  compel- 
led him  very  foon  to  lay  it  down,  and  attempt  to  withdraw  to  fome  place  of  retirement. 
In  this,  however,  the  fugitive  general  was  fruftrated,  not  being  permitted  to  acquire  even 
a  temporary  refidence  in  any  of  the  places  to  which  he  retreated  for  that  purpofe,  except 
under  reftridtions  the  tnoft  mortifying  and  humiliating — a  falutary  leflbn  to  mankind,  be 
their  ftation  or  rank  in  life  what  it  may,  never  to  deviate  from  the  path  of  integrity,  to 
wander  in  the  maaes  of  duplicity  and  deceit 79. 

Had  the  combined  powers  made  a  prudent  ufe  of  this  opportunity  ;  had  they  offered 
ieafonable  terms  at  this  crifis  to  the  French  ;    had  they  extended  the  olive-branch,  and 

79  It  has  been  confidently  afierted  that  Dumourier  is  at  prefent  confined  in  an  Auftrian  prifon;  but  this  intelli- 
gence we  have  reafon  to  think  is  not  ftridUy  accurate,  having  lately  feen  accounts  which  mention  his  being  per- 
sut'ted  to  refide  in  one  of  the  cantons  of  Switt«rland. 
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faid  to  them—-"  Model  your  internal  government  as  you  pleafe,  but  eftablifh  once  more 
**  the  ancient  boundary  of  the  Netherlands;  reftore  your  other  conquefts ;  act  with 
**  liberality;  fet  free  the  queen  and  the  royal  family  ;  do  juftice  to  the  unfortunate  emi- 
"  grants,  and  allow  them  at  leaft  a  moiety  of  their  property,  and  we  will  withdraw  our 
"  forces:"  had  they  addreffed  the  nation  in  thefe  terms,  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  but 
a  flop  would  have  been  put  to  the  effufion  of  human  blood,  and  France  might  ere  this 
have  had  a  monarchy  again,  or  at  leaft  a  regular  and  eftablifhed  government. 

A  congrefs  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  combined  powers  was  aflembled  at  Antwerp** 
on  the  eighth  of  April.  At  this  congrefs  were  prefent  the  prince  of  Orange  and  his 
two  fons,  and  his  excellency  Vander  Spiegel;  the  duke  of  York  and  lord  Auckland  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  counts  Metternich,  Starenberg, 
and  Mercy  Dargenteau,  with  the  Pruffian,  Spanifh,  and  Neapolitan  envoys.  On  their" 
decifion  the  fate  of  nations  and  the  peace  of  Europe  depended.  The  particulars  of  what 
pafled  on  this  important  occafion  have  never  yet  tranfpired — We  only  know  that  it  was 
refolved  to  commence  a  plan  of  active  operations  againft  France. 

The  fituation  of  France  at  this  moment  was  Angularly  critical  and  dangerous.     By  the* 
defection  of  Dumourier  the  whole  army  of  the  north  was  diffolved,  and  in  part  difband- 
ed  ;  while  that  of  the  allies  lay  upon  the  frontier,  numerous,  well-difciplined,  and  victo- 
rious. On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  the  Prulfians  advanced  in  immenfe  force,  and  threatened- 
the  fiege  of  Mentz,  even  before  the  works  for  its  defence  were  completed.     But  how- 
ever formidable  the  attack  from  that  quarter  might  appear,    it    was   perhaps  lefs  to  be  ■ 
dreaded  than  thofe  alarming  internal  commotions   which  took  place  about  this  period. 
To  effect  completely  the  fubverfion  of  republican  government  in  France,  it  was  a  part  of 
the  great  plan  to  excite  by  a  bold  and  inftantaneous  effort  the  royalift  party,    who  lay 
concealed  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  but  chiefly  in  the  ancient  provinces  of  Brit- 
tany and  Poitou,   now  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  the  departments  of  La  Vendee  and 
La  Loire.     Notwithstanding  the  fevere  decrees  of  the  Convention,  immenfe  numbers  of 
the  emigrants   had  fecretly  reforted  thither  in  the  winter  of  1792;  and  the  vicinity  of* 
thefe  departments  to  the  fea  afforded  a  fair  profpect  of  frefh  fupplies  of  men  and  military- 
(lores,  as  well  as  of  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  powers. 

It  appeared  like  a  concerted  plan,  that  this  infurreclion  fhould  break  out  almoft  at  the 
inftant  of  Dumourier's  defection  ;  as  if  by  two  fuch  tremendous  explofions  the  new  re- 
public was  at  once  to  be  overwhelmed  in  ruin.  The  fir  ft  difturbances  were  confidered  by 
the  Convention  as  merely  the  refult  of  a  repugnance  in  the  people  to  the  modes  which 
had  been  adopted  for  recruiting  the  army  ;  but  before  the  latter  end  of  March  the  infur-- 
gents  affumed  a  more  formidable  appearance  as  to  numbers,  and  their  proceedings  evinced 
the  rebellion  to  be  the  refult  of  previous  arrangement.  They  were  diftinguifhed  by 
white  caps,  and  other  counter-revolutionary  enfigns,  and  their  watch-words  were  "Vive  • 
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«<  k  Roi!  Vivent  ks  Anghh  /"  They  profeflfed  to  aft  by  the  authority  of  Monfieur,  the 
regent  of  France  ;  and  in  feveral  rencounters  with  the  national  guards  were  viaorious, 
particularly  in  an  aa.on  which  took  place  near  Chantanay,  which  was  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  plunder  of  that  city. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  March  the  Conven^n  was  informed  that  the  infurgents  had 
made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  diftric~ts  of  Choltt,  Montaigne,  and  CliiTon,  and  that 
they  had  defeated  general  Marce,  who  had  been  fent  to  quell  them.  The  city  of  Nantz 
was  at  the  fame  time  in  a  Rate  of  fiege,  and  the  number  of  rebels  encamped  before  it 
Avere  eftimated  at  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand.  In  the  beginning  of  April  general 
Berruyere  was  appointed  to  command  againit  the  rebels.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
the  Convention,  however,  before  the  end  of  that  month  they  poffeffed  themfelves  of  an 
extent  of  fifty  leagues  of  country,  and  had  defeated  the  republicans  in  two  pitched  bat- 
tles, in  which  they  took  an  immeni'e  quantity  of  an  llery  and  military  ftores,  and  a 
.number  of  prifoners.  To  re fi ft  with  fuccefs  the  force  of  thefe -combined  misfortunes 
required  no  common  refources,  and  no  trifling  (hare  of  fpirit  and  of  energy.  The  Con- 
vention, on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  defection  of  Dumourier,  and  the  arreft  of 
the  commiffioners,  decreed  a  permanent  fitting  ;  they  offered  a  large  reward  for  the  fu- 
gitive general,  and  decreed  that  all  who  appeared  conae&ed  with  him  fhould  be  put 
under  arreft. 

The  commiffioners,  in  the  meantime,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  army,  omitted  no  means 
of  reftoring  order,  and  invigorating  the  fpirit  of  the  French  army.  The  ftandard  of  the 
republic  was  no  fooner  fet  up,  than  the  battalions  which  had  difperfed  from  the  camp  of 
Maulde  reforted  to  it ;  and  general  Dampierre,  who  had  evinced  his  patriotifm  by  his  re- 
fiftance  to  the  orders  of  Dumourier,  was  provifionally  appointed  by  the  commiffioners  to 
the  chief  command.  In  lefs  than  a  week  Dampierre  had  reftored  order  and  difcipline  to 
the  diforganiz<ed  troops,  and  was  enabled  to  lead  them  to  a£f.ion,  if  not  to  victory. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  April  the  advanced  polls  of  the  French  army  under  that  general 
were  attacked  in  fix  different  points,  but  the  affailants  were  repulfed  with  confiderable 
lofs.  Dampierre  at  the  fame  time  was  enabled  to  refume  the  camp  of  Famars.  On  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  the  advanced  guard  was  again  affailed  by  the  enemy  :  on  the 
former  of  thofe  days  they  were  compelled,  by  fuperior  numbers,  to  give  way,  but  on  the 
fucceeding  day  they  were  viaorious.  The  filing  continued  from  four  in  the  morning  till 
eight  in  the  evening  with  great  violence. 

On  the  twenty-third  the  Auftrians  again  attacked  the  French  near  Maubeuge,  but 
.after  a  confiia  of  ten  hours,  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs ;  and  on  the  firft  of 
jMay  general  Dampierre  attempted  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  feveral  villages,  of  which 

they 
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they  were  in  poffeflion,  but  in  his  turn  experienced  a  repulfe.  On  this  occafion  the  Auf- 
trians  had  fix  hundred  killed  and  two  thoufand  wounded,  and  the  French  had  three  hun- 
dred killed  and  fix  hundred  wounded. 

An  action  of  a  more  ferious  nature  took  place  on  the  eighth  of  May.  Dampierre  on 
that  day  advanced  to  diflodge  the  enemy,  who  were  polled  in  the  woods  of  Rheme  and 
Vicoigne  ;  but  the  ardour  of  the  general  having  prompted  him  to  too  great  an  expofure 
of  his  perfon,  his  thigh  was  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  he  expired  the  following 
day,  leaving  the  command  in  the  hands  of  general  LaMarche.  In  this  action  the  Auf- 
trians  loft  in  killed  and  wounded  five  hundred  men,  and  the  Pruflians  three  hundred:  of 
theEnglifh  troops,  who  were  engaged,  and  who  fuffered  greatly,  no  official  return  was 
made.  The  lofs  of  the  French  was  eftimated  at  four  thoufand.  From  this  period  to 
the  twenty-third  nothing  of  importance  occurred.  On  that  day  it  was  determined  by 
the  allies  to  attempt  to  diflodge  the  French  from  their  fortified  camp  on  the  heights  of 
Famars,  which  covered  and  protected  the  town  of  Valenciennes.  At  day-break  the 
Britifli  and  Hanoverians  affembled,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  York,  and  the 
Auftrians  and  German  auxiliaries  under  that  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general 
Clairfait.  A  thick  fog  prevented  for  fome  time  the  advance  of  the  troops ;  and  they 
foon  experienced  a  tremendous  fire  from  the  entrenchments  of  the  French.  The  con- 
teft,  as  Sir  James  Murray  ftates,  was  very  fevere,  and  in  the  field  the  French  were  de- 
feated. The  duke  of  York  then  advanced  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  works ;  but 
obferving,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  French,  that  they  could  not  be  carried  without  con- 
fiderable  lofs,  he  determined  to  defer  the  attack  till  next  morning  at  day-break.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  night,  however,  the  French,  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences,  and 
probably  much  weakened  by  the  action,  abandoned  their  camp,  and  withdrew  partly  into 
Valenciennes,  while  another  party  retired  by  Denain,  towards  Bouchain  and  Cambray. 
No  official  return  was  made  of  the  lofs  of  the  allies ;  but  it  muft  have  been  confiderable 
on  both  fides.  , 

The  fuccefs  of  the  twenty-third  enabled  the  allies  to  lay  formal  fiege  to  Valenciennes. 
Condc  had  been  invefted  from  the  beginning  of  April,  and  the  communication  entirely 
cut  off  between  that  place  and  Valenciennes.  To  re-eftablifli  that  communication  was 
the  object  of  general  Dampierre  on  the  eighth,  when  he  received  the  fatal  wound  that  de- 
prived him  of  life. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfacting  in  the  north,  but  little  of  importance  occurred  in 
other  parts.  In  the  beginning  of  May  general  Cuftine,  who  commanded  the  army  of 
the  Rhine,  formed  a  defign  of  cutting  off  a  body  of  the  enemy  of  feven  or  eight  thou- 
fand men,  who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Rheinzabern  ;  but,  to  enfure  fuccefs  it  Was  necd- 
fary  to  amufe  the  Pruflians  in  all  parts,  and  to  deftroy  the  effect  of  the  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry which  they  had  ftationed  near  Landau.     Had  he  been  to  retain  the  command, 
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he  laid,  he  fhould  have  deferred  that  cnterprife  till  the  commencement  of  June,  and  then 
the  army,  better  exercifed,  would  have  been  in  a  condition  to  execute  it  completely  ; 
but  reflecting  that  he  was  about  to  depart  and  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  North,  he  determined  to  hazard  an  action,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Pruffians  taking 
advantage  of  their  good  pofition.  He  therefore  fent  orders  to  general  Houchard  to  attack 
Limberg  and  Calberg  in  the  rear  with  the  army  of  theMofelle,  which  Pulli  fhould  keep 
in  check,  and  attack  with  the  reft  of  the  corps  des  Vafages,  a  Pruffian  corps  who  had  ad- 
vanced ;  and  while  general  Sulek,  with  nine  battalions  and  fome  cavalry,  fhould  advance 
towards  Anweiler  to  moleft  the  enemy.  The  fame  day  the  garrrfen  of  Landau  had  or- 
ders to  occupy  the  banks  of  the  canal  of  Anweiler,  the  vineyards  and  village  of  Nuf- 
derff,  with  feveral  other  ports,  and  to  give  the  Pruffians  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they 
would  be  attacked  in  the  rear,  in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  any  movements.  He  alfo 
caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread  in  the  Pruffian  army,  that  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the 
Mofelle  had  arrived,  as  well  as  part  of  the  artillery  of  Strafbourg.  In  the  mean  time- 
general  Ferrier,  who  commanded  forty  battalions,  was  ordered  only  to  fhew  himfelf  to 
the  enemy  till  he  fhould  be  certain  that  the  engagement  had  commenced,  and  then  to 
attack  them  in  the  wood  of  Rheinzabern,  and  the  Auftrians  who  were  in  it  beyond  the 
village.  Notwithftanding  thefe  orders,  Cuftine  obferves,  that  he  did  not  fee  his  troops 
appear  till  eleven  o'clock,  at  which  time  general  Diretmann  had  commanded  a  retreat, 
becaufe  the  troops  were  fatigued,  and  could  neither  procure  provifions  nor  drink.  The 
general  himfelf  began  to  march,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  with  twenty-fix  bat- 
talions and  eight  regiments,  to  the  heights  near  Infheim  ;  but  feveral  unavoidable  delays 
prevented  him  from  arriving  at  that  place  till  five  in  the  morning.  The  advanced  guard, 
under  the  command  of  general  Landremont,  kept  back  the  enemy,  and  prevented  them 
from  quitting  the  foreft  of  Germerfheim.  While  general  Landremont  was  thus  engag- 
ing the  Aurtrian  army,  and  preventing  them  from  advancing,  the  main  army  extended  it- 
felf  to  the  heights  of  Rulfheim,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  that  village.  Cuftine  charged 
two  divifions  of  dragoons  with  vigour,  who  fled,  after  fuftaining  confidcrable  lofs. 
Among  the  number  of  the  dead  were  three  officers.  The  general  obferved,  that  had  it 
not  been  for  the  infatuation  of  a  battalion,  who  miftook  the  French  cavalry  for  that  of 
the  enemy,  this  day  would  have  terminated  happily  for  the  treops  of  the  republic  ;  they 
anfwered  all  attempts  to  rally  them  only  by  difcharges,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  refume  their  ranks.  The  general  was  informed  that 
this  event  was  occafioned  by  the  commander,  who  began  the  cry  of  treachery.  He  was 
arrefted,  and,  it  was  faid,  deftroyed  himfelf.  "  This  day,  which  ought  to  have  been  fo 
"  memorable," — added  Cuftine — "  terminated  by  the  taking  of  one  piece  of  cannon, 
"  and  a  very  great  number  of  prifoners."  The  Pruffians  were  foon  after  enabled  to 
form  the  fiege  of  Mentz. 

At  this  fatal  period  a  degree  of  treachery   feems  to  have  pervaded  every  part  of  the 
French  territory.    On  the  fecond  of  April  the  popular  fociety  of  Toulon  denounced 
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the  Corfican  general  Paoli  as  a  traitor,  and  his  fubfequent  conduct  has  proved  that  the  ac- 
cufation  was  well  founded.  Paoli  was  cited  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention, 
but  excufed  himfelf ;  and  the  perfons  who  were  fent  to  arreft  him  declared  that  the  fcr- 
vice  was  too  dangerous  to  be  attempted.  At  the  fame  time  charges  of  a  ferious  nature 
were  exhibited  3gainft  the  ex-minilter,  JBournonville,  who  was  accufed  as  an  accomplice 
of  Dumourier,  although  he  had  been  made  prifoner,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Auftrians, 
by  that  treacherous  commander. 

The  paufe  which  took  place  at  this  time  in  the  military  tranfactions,  affords  us  leifure 
to  review  the  no  lefs  important  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  In  the  month  of  March' 
the  celebrated  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  for  judging  offences  againft  the  ftate,  was  orga- 
nized; and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  chairman  on  this  occafion  was  the  deputy  La  Croix,, 
who  has  iince  fallen  the  victim  of  this  very  inftitution.  The  plan  on  which  this  tri» 
bunal  was  formed  is  as  follows: 

**'  I.  The  revolutionary  tribunal  fhall  take  cognizance  of  every  enterprife,  plot,   anoV 
■«  attempt  againft  the  liberty  and  fovereignty  of  the  people,  and  the  unity,  indivifibility, 
H  and  external   as  well  as  internal  fafety  of  the  republic;  of  every  plan  tending  to  ef- 
*<  tablifh  royalty,  and  of  every  crime  relating  to  the  fabrication  of  forged  affignats. 

«'  2.  This  tribunal  (hall  confift  of  fix  judges,  divided  into  two  fections.  Three  mem- 
««  bers  in  each  fecYion  fhall  be  fufficient  to  examine  facts  denounced. 

«'  3.  The  judges  ihall  be  ohofen  by  the  National  Convention,  by  the  nominal  appeal 
"  and  by  a  relative  majority. 

••  4.  To  this  tribunal  fhall  belong  a  public  accufer  and  two  affiftants,  named  by  the 
"  Convention  in  like  manner  as  the  judges.  A  commiffion  of  fix  fhall  alfo  be  appoint-- 
««■  ed  to  draw  up  the  decrees  of  accufation  which  may  be  paffed  by  the  Convention. 

"  5.  The  jurors  fhall  be  twelve  in  number,  and  three  fubftitutes.  They  fhall  be 
"  taken  from  the  department  of  Paris,  until  the  firft  of  May  next;  an  epoch  when  the 
««  electoral  bodies  muft  renew  their  jurors. 

"  6.  Crimes  againft  the  general  fafety,  affigned  heretofore  to  the  cognizance  of  ran- 
«'  nicipalities,  fhall  in  future  be  judged  by  the  revolutionary  tribunal. 

«'  7.  There  fhall  be  no  appeal  from  their  fentence. 

«'  8.  Sentence  paffed  in  the  abfence  of  the  accufed,  fhall  have  the  fame  effedt.  as  i£t 
"  they  were  prefent. 

««  9.  Peifons  accufed  who  fhall  not  appear  within  three  months  fhall  be  confidered  as 
"  emigrants,  and  treated  as  fuch." 

As  the  intentions  of  the  parties  which  divided  the  Convention  had  been  grofly  mifre- 
prefented,  and  as  fome  of  the  moft  indigent  anddefperate  of  the  citizens  had  underftood  the 
term  equality,  which  was  adopted  in  the  declaration  of  rights,  as  referring  not  to  an  equa-- 
lity  of  rights,  but  an  equality  of  property  ;  about  the  fame  time  a  decree  waspropofed, 
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on  the  motion  of  Barrere,  and  adopted  by  the  Convention,  denouncing  the  punifhment 
of  death  againfl  any  perfon  who  fhould  propofe  an  Agrarian  law,  or  who  fhould  attempt 
to  injure  territorial,  commercial,  or  perfonal  property.  Another  decree,  which  was 
p»ffed  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  fame  month,  merits  our  difapprobation ;  it  was  in  fub- 
flance,  that  allpcrfons  convicted  ofcompofing,  or  printing,  writings favouringthe  reitera- 
tion of  monarchy  in  France,  or  the  diflblution  of  the  National  reprefentation,  fhould  be 
punifhed  with  death.  All  perfons  guilty  of  attempting  a  counter-revolution  were  at  the 
fame  time  declared  outlaws  ;  and  on  the  firft  of  April  a  decree  was  paffed  abolifhing  the 
inviolability  of  the  deputies  of  the  Convention,  when  accufed  of  crimes  againfl 
the  flate. 

In  every  flate  there  will  always  be  found  neceffary  an  executive  authority,  with 
powers  fufficiently  ftrongto  prevent  frequent  infurre&ion  and  confpiracy,  and  fufficient- 
ly  compact  to  be  able  to  execute  its  defigns  with  fecrecy  and  alacrity..  It  was  evidently 
among  the  defects  of  the  firfl  conftitution  of  France,  that  no  fuch  power  exifted;  and 
lince  the  revolution  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  the  powers  granted  to  the  ordinary  minif- 
ters,  who  formed  what  is  called  the  executive  council,  were  not  adequate  to  thefe  ends. 
On  the  feventh  of  April,  therefore,  a  committee  of  public  fafety,  with  enlarged  powers, 
was  inftituted  ;  but  as  the  authority  delegated  to  this  committee  was  extenfive,  it  was 
judged  prudent  to  limit  its  duration  to  a  fingle  month.  After  much  debate  upon  the 
iubject,  the  committee  was  organized  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  following  decree : 

"  Art.  I.  A  committee  of  public  fafety,  confining  of  nine  members,  taken  from  the 
"  Convention,  fhall  be  formed  by  open  vote. 

«'  2.  This  committee  fhall  deliberate  in  fecret,  and  fhall  be  charged  to  watch  over  and 
"  accelerate  the  actions  of  the  adminiftration  entrufted  to  the  executive  council,  whofe 
•<<  decrees  it. may  fufpend,  when  it  thinks  them  contrary  to  the  public  intereft,  being 
■"  compelled  at  the  fame  time  to  give  information  to  the  Convention. 

"  3.  It  is  authorifed  to  purfue,  in  urgent  circumftances,  external  and  internal  mea- 
■**  fures  of  general  defence  ;  -and  its  decrees,  figned  by  the  majority  of  its  deliberating 
"  members,  which  fhall  never  be  lefs  than  two-thirds,  ihall  be  executed  by  the  provi- 
«'  fional  executive  council ;  and  it  cannot  in  any  cafe  iffue  mandates  of  arreft  but  againfl: 
£<  executive  agents,  bound  at  the  fame  time  to  give  immediate  information  to  the  Con- 
*'  vention. 

"  4.  The  particular  agents  whom  the  committee  may  think  proper  to  employ  fhall 
"  be  paid  from  the  public  treafury. 

"  5.  The  national  treafury  fhall,    for  this  purpofe,  keep  ready,  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
-*'  committee,  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufandlivres. 

"  6.  It  may  divide  itfelf  into  feclions  to  exercife  its  operations  with  fafety. 

"  7.  It  fhall  make  a  general  report  of  its  operations,  and  of  the  fituation  of  the 
J**  republic. 

«  8.  It 


1^93'1  THfi    FRENCH     REPUBLIC,  74.5 

"  8.  It  fhall  keep  a  journal  of  its  deliberations,  which  fhall  be  figned  by  all  the  mem- 
**  bers  prefent. 

•'  9.  This  committee  fhall  be  eftablifhed  only  for  one  month. 

The  defection  of  Dumourier,  which  feemed  to  have  been  concerted  with  certain  branches 
of  the  Bourbon  family,  contributed  at  this  period  to  overwhelm  the  whole  of  this  unhap- 
py race  with  ignominy  and  misfortune.  A  propofal  had  been  made.it  is  aflerted,  to  the 
combined  powers,  to  exchange  the  queen  and  the  other  prifoners  in  the  Temple,  for  the 
commiffioners  who  had  been  arretted  by  Dumourier;  and  this  tranfa&ion  was  to  ferve  as 
the  bafis  for  a  treaty  of  peace.  On  what  ground  this  hunane  propofal  was  fruftrated,  we 
are  not  informed  ;  but  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  that  if  the  allies  had  proceeded  to  treat 
upon  thefe  terms,  much  mifery  and  bloodflied  might  have  been  prevented.  As,  how- 
ever, both  parties  appeared  equally  averfe  to  pacific  counfels,  it  was  decreed,  on  the 
feventh  of  April,  that  all  the  members  of  the  Bourbon  family,  as  well  as  all  Auftrian 
officers,  and  other  members  of  the  Germanic  body  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  fhould 
be  detained  as  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  arretted  deputies  ;  and  that  all  the  Bourbons 
fhould  be  removed  to  Marfeilles,  except  fuch  as  were  previoufly  confined  in  the  Temple : 
the  ci  devant  duke  of  Orleans,  notwithftanding  his  quality  as  deputy  of  the  Convention, 
was  included  in  this  decree. 

On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  a  decree  was  alfo  palled,  enjoining  that  all  bargains 
and  contracts  fhould  be  paid  in  affignats,  and  not  in  fpecie.  The  reafon  urged  .'or  this 
arrangement  was  the  great  depreciation  which  the  paper  currency  of  France  had  fuffer- 
ed.  About  the  fame  time  the  powers  of  the  commiffioners  fent  to  the  armies  were 
enlarged.  General  Cuftine,  commander  of  the  armies  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  in- 
formed the  Convention,  about  this  time,  that  he  had  been  grofsly  infulted  by  three  of 
their  commiffioners,  and  complained  that  he  was  accufed  refpecYing  a  letter  which  he  had 
written  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  In  what  manner  that  general  was  fatisfied,  we  are 
not  informed  ;  but  that  he  was,  is  evident  from  his  acceptance  of  the  command  of  the 
armies  of  the  North,  foon  after  their  retreat  from  the  camp  of  Famars.  The  fentiment, 
however,  which  he  appears  to  have  excited  on  this  occafion  proved  afterwards  fatal  to 
this  able  and  ill-treated  officer. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  month  of  April  was  fpent  in  difcuffing  and  digefting  the 
declaration  of  rights,  which  was  to  ferve  as  a  preface  to  the  new  conftitution.  It  was 
propofed  by  Salles,  and  fome  others,  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  declaration  which  had 
been  enadted  in  1789,  by  the  conftituent  afTembly ;  but  the  majority  appeared  to  incline 
to  a  new  declaration.  On  the  tenth  of  May  the  Convention  took  poffeffion  of  their 
new  hall  in  the  Thuilleries,  and  on  that  day  decreed  the  firft  article  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion, viz.  "  The  French  Republic  is  one  and  indivisible." — In  the  mean 
time  the  divifions,  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two  leading  parties  in  the 
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Convention  proceeded  rapidly  to  an  open  and  violent  rupture.  The  party  of  Robefpierre 
and  Marat  had  imperceptibly  gained  on  the  affections  and  prejudices  of  the  populace  of 
Paris ;  and  the  Jacobin  club  became  gradually  under  their  entire  direction.  The  defire 
manifefted  by  the  Briffbtines  or  Girondifts  to  fave  the  life  of  the  king,  had  not  contri- 
buted to  their  popularity  ;  and  the  multitude,  inftead  of  attributing  it  to  motives  of  hu- 
manity and  juftice,  were  eafily  perfuaded  that  their  principles  had  been  corrupted  by 
bribes  from  thofe  powers  whom  they  fuppofed  interefted  in  the  prevention  of  that  ca- 
taftrophe. 

The  treachery  of  Dumourier,  with  whom  many  of  the  Girondifts  had  been -clofely 
connected,  and  whom  they  had  always  defended  when  attacked  by  his  adverfaries,  com- 
pleted the  ruin  of  this  declining  party.  The  mod  intimate  union  had  always  fubfifted 
between  that  general  and  the  houfe  of  Orleans ;  and  feveral  of  the  Briffbtines,  as  well  as 
Briffot  himfelf,  had  been  dependants  or  domeftics  of  that  houfe. 

The  unpopular  manners  of  Roland,  who  probably  was,  after  all,  a  man  of  integrity, 
and  the  vanity  of  others  of  the  faction  ;  their  being  in  poffeffion  of  power,  and  the  in- 
ordinate love  of  it  which  they  manifefted,  excited  the  diftruft  and  jealoufy  of  many.  We 
may  add  to  thefe  caufes  for  the  decline  of  their  influence,  the  manifeft  incapacity  which 
they,  and  the  minifters  appointed  by  them,  had  betrayed  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs; 
the  neglect  of  the  army,  and  their  tardinefs  in  prefenting  the  nation  with  a  conftitution. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  to  the  lenity  of  their  government  may  be  juft- 
]y  afcribed  the  immediate  ruin  of  the  Girondifts.  Had  they  in  an  early  ftage  of  the  con- 
teft punifhed  with  feverity  their  opponents  and  calumniators,  they  might  certainly  have 
retained  their  power  longer.  It  is  to  their  honour,  indeed,  that  they  did  not  chufetofe- 
cure  their  power  by  a  violation  of  juftice  and  humanity.  Such  a  conduct  is  calcu- 
lated to  cover  a  multitude  of  errors;  and  it  is  more  noble  to  fall  thus,  than  to  be 
victorious  by  cruelty  and  violence.  In  the  latter  ftages  of  the  conteft  they  did  not, 
it  muftbe  acknowledged,  proceed  with  the  fame  moderation.  Theoppofition  was  then  re- 
duced to  a  conteft  ad  interneclonem;  and  though  it  is  probable,  that,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
the  difpute  was  no  more  than  a  party  ftruggle  for  power  and  emolument,  and  that  their 
adverfaries  themfelves  did  not  mean  an  attack  upon  their  lives,  and  only  fought  their  fi- 
tuations  ;  yet  the  breach  grew  by  degrees  fo  great,  that  the  life  of  every  individual  of 
either  party  was  ftaked  upon  the  ifTue. 

So  ftrong  was  the  impreffion  which  the  report  of  the  Girondifts  being  confederates 
with  Dumourier  had  made  upon  the  people,  that  fo  early  as  the  ninth  of  April  a  peti- 
tion was  received  from  one  of  the  fectionsof  Paris,  accufing  Guadet,  Vergniaux,  Gen- 
fonne,  and  others  of  the  deputies,  as  accomplices  of  that  perfidious  officer,  and  requeft- 
ing  they  might  be  punifhed.     On  the  fifteenth  of  April  a  petition  was  prefented  by  the 

commons 
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commons  of  the  forty-eight  fedtions  of  Paris,  demanding  that  BriiTot,  Guadet,  Verg- 
niaux,  Genfonne,  Grangeneuve,  Buzot,  Barharoux,  Salles,Biroteau,  Petion,  Lanjuinais, 
Fauchet,  Valaze,  Lafource,  Pontecoulant,  Lehardy,  Gorfas,  Valady,  Chambon,  Lan- 
thenas,  Louvot,  &c.  be  impeached,  and  expelled  the  Convention.  This  petition  was 
followed,  on  the  firft  of  May,  by  a  deputation  from  the  fauxbourgof  Saint  Antoine ; 
the  prefident  of  which,  after  propofing  a  plan  for  the  recruiting  of  the  armies,  &c.  ad- 
drefled  the  Convention  in  thefe  words  : — "  We  come," — faid  he — '*  legislators,  to  tell 
'!  youfevere  truths — Employing  yourfelves  for  a  long  time  as  you  have  with  your  per- 
«'  fonal  interefts  and  paflions,  declare  to  us  what  you  have  done !  You  have  promifed 
*'  tvery  thing,  and  kept  your  word  in  nothing.  Our  defenders  have  been  left  deftitute  of 
«  every  neceflary;  you  have  engaged  to  regulate  the  price  of  provifions ;  to  relieve  the 
"  neceffitous  ;  but  in  no  one  inftance  have  you  kept  your  word  !" — He  concluded  with 
declaring  the  fauxbourg  in  a  ftate  of  infurrecYion  ;  and  requefting  that  the  deputation,  to 
the  number  of  eight  thoufand,  but  unarmed,  might  be  permitted  to  file  through  the  hall. 
A  warm  debate  enfued  ;  but  the  inhabitants  compofed  the  tumult,  by  afluring  them  that 
they  wiftied  to  defend,  not  to  deftroy  the  Convention. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Girondifts  were  not  inactive ;  and  as  much  of  the  difcontent 
among  the  people  was  fuppofed  to  be  excited  by  the  inflammatory  journal  of  which 
Marat  was  the  conductor,  that  deputy  was  denounced,  as  a  feditious  perfon,  by  Salles,  fo 
early  as  the  twenty-fixth  of  February.  As  the  Convention  however  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  purfue  him  with  rigour,  fupported  as  he  was  by  fo  ftrong  a  party,  and  by  that 
formidable  body  the  Jacobin  club,  he  ft  ill  continued  his  attendance  in  the  hall  of  the 
legiflature  ;  and  on  the  firft  of  April  recriminated  on  the  Girondifts,  and  denounced 
three  hundred  of  the  deputies,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  Briflot,  Vergniaux,  &c.  On 
the  twelfth  of  April  he  renewed  his  accufation,  and  was  fupported  by  Robefpierre.  A 
violent  tumult  enfued,  and  the  deputies  on  both  fides  of  the  hall  advanced  with  drawn 
/words  to  aflault  each  other :  by  the  authority  of  the  prefident,  they  were  however,  with 
difficulty  reconciled. 

In  the  evening  fitting  of  the  fame  day,  the  Girondifts  recriminated,  and  Guadet  pre- 
fented  a  dire6t  accufation  againft  Marat.  As  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  he  had  fign- 
ed  an  addrefs,  accufing  the  Gironde  party  of  being  the  accomplices  of  Dumourier;  and 
exhorting  the  popular  focieties  to  unite,  and  pour  in  a  fhower  of  petitions,  "  for  the  ex- 
"  pulfion  of  thofe  unfaithful  members  who  had  betrayed  their  truft,  and  who  did  not  vote 
44  for  the  death  of  the  tyrant."  The  whole  compofition  was  in  an  extravagant  and  ri- 
diculous ftyle,  and  among  other  exclamations  contained  thefe  words: — "  Let  us  extermi- 
44  nate  the  confpirators  !"  Marat  alledged  that  he  had  figned  the  addrefs,  as  prefident, 
without  reading  it;  but  he  juftified  the  contents.  The  oppofite  party  infifted  on  a  de- 
cree of  accufation  being  pafled  againft  him  ;  and  on  the  nominal  appeal  being  demanded, 
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out  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  votes,  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  were  for  the 
decree  of  accufation,  eighty-two  againft  it,  and  twenty-two  refufed  to  vote.  Marat 
was  accordingly  committed  to  the  Abbaye  prifon. 

From  this  decifion  of  the  Convention,  the  predominating  influence  of  the  Girondiftj 
in  that  affembly  is  fufficiently  apparent:  but  it  was  not  fo  with  the  people ;  and  the 
jury  before  whom  Marat  was  arraigned,  were  either  afraid  to  condemn  him, or  werethem- 
felves  of  his  party ;  for  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  April  he  was  unanimoufly  acquittedt 
His  party,  not  content  with  the  acquittal  of  their  favourite,  attended  him  in  a  body  to 
refume  his  feat  in  the  Convention.  A  fcene  of  indecent  triumph  nowenfued,  and  the  hall 
of  the  legiflature  was  once  more  occupied  by  the  mob  of  Paris.  His  opponents  having 
proceeded  to  this  extremity,  it  was  not  probable  that  Marat  fliould  defift  from  hoftilities  ; 
and  he  was  now  unfortunately  too  well  allured  of  his  own  ftrength  to  liften  eafily 
to  moderate  counfels. 

The  Girondists,  on  the  other  hand,  notwithfbnding  their  fuperiority  in  the  Conven- 
tion, could  not  fail  to  difcover  their  tottering  fituation.  It  was  evident  they  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  Parifians,  and  the  only  chance  for  fecuring  their  authority  was  an  ap- 
peal to  the  people  of  the  more  diftant  departments.  With  this  view,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  May,  on  the  pretence  of  forwarding  the  new  conftitution,  Condorcet  propofed — That 
a  new  Convention  fliould  be  chofen  on  the  firft  of  November  next  enfuing,  and  that  it 
Ihould  meet  on  the  fifteenth  of  December.  The  motion  was  vehemently  oppofed  by 
Thuriot,  and  others,  who  infifted  that  the  Convention  could  not  abandon  its  poft  at  fo 
important  a  crifis,  without  manifeft  injury  to  therepublic  ;  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  per- 
fuade  the  people  that  the  leading  perfons  of  that  body  had  no  ferious  defign  of  giving 
them  a  conftitution;  and  that  fuch  alarms  would  lead  to  the  raoft  dangerous  inteftine 
commotions.     The  propofal  of  Condorcet  was  for  thefe  reafons  adjourned. 

The  means  propofed  by  Condorcet  would  probably  have  proved  inadequate  to  the  end  ; 
and  indeed  nothing  fliort  of  convening  a  legiflature  to  meet  no  longer  in  Paris,  but  in 
fome  other  city,  could,  in  this  ftate  of  affairs,  preferve  his  party  from  deftrudtion.  On 
the  eighteenth  of  May,  therefore,  a  fubftitute  deputy  to  the  Convention  (one  of  thofe 
who  had  been  elected  to  fupply  fuch  feats  as  fhould  be  vacated  by  abfence  or  by  death) 
having  been  infulted  by  fome  women,  in  his  way  to  the  Convention,  Guadet  embraced 
the  opportunity  to  infift  that  the  Convention  was  no  longer  free  in  Paris;  and  that  a 
plot  had  been  formed  for  effecting  its  diflblution,  and  for  placing  the  whole  power  of  the 
ftate  in  the  hands  of  the  anarchifts.  He  concluded  by  propofmg  as  a  decree — "  The  Na- 
««  tional  Convention  breaks  and  diflblves  all  the  conftituted  authorities  of  Paris ;  orders 
"  all  the  fubftitute  deputies  to  unite  at  Bourges,  without,  however,  exercifing  any 
"  function  till  authorifed  by  a  decree  of  the  Convention."  Barrere  thought  the  evil 
complained  of  did  not  require  fo  violent  a  remtdy ;    and  on  his  motion  it  was  decreed, 

"That 
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'*'  That  a  ammijjion  of  twelve   members,  chofen   from  the  Convention,  fhottld'  exa- 
'*  mine  all  the  plans  and  resolutions  formed  by  the  commons  of  Paris." 

In  a  debate  which  took  place  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  on  a  propofal  of  the  financier 
Cambon,  for  "  a  compulfory  loan  of  a  thoufand  millions  from,  rich  egotifts  [felfifh  per- 
"  fons,]  the  indifferent,  and  all  who  may  be  fuppofed  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  the 
"  enemies  of  France,"  Marat  embraced  the  occafion  to  arraign  his  adverfaries  ;  and  prO- 
pofed  that  the  Rolandifts,  the  Girondlfts,  and  the  Briflbtines,  fhould  be  felecled  as  the 
lenders.  A  molt  tumultuous  fcene  enfued.  Barbaroux,  La  Riviere,  and  others  of  the 
Gironde  party,  exclaimed  againft  a  forced  loan  as  a  tyrannical  and  counter-revolutionary 
meafure.  The  galleries  took  a  moft  indecent  part  in  the  debate  ;  which  was  concluded 
by  Vergniaux  moving,  that  an  additional  guard  fhould  be  demanded  for  the  protection  of 
the  Convention.  On  the  fame  day  a  declaration  was  publifhed  by  the  prefident  Ifnard, 
condemning  in  ftrong  terms  the  indecent  fcene  which  had  juft  been  acted,  and  charging 
the  anarchifts  with  being  the  accomplices  of  the  combined  kings. 

On  the  twenty-third  fome  deputies  from  the  fecTion  of  Fraternity  appeared  at  the  birr 
to  offer  proofs  of  the  plots  in  their  fection  againft  liberty  and  the  Convention — They 
faid,  it  had  been  agitated,  in  a  meeting  held  on  the^receding  Sunday  and  Monday,  at  the 
mayor's  houfe,  to  a£t.  over  again  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft-;  which  was 
to  be  followed  by  a  maffacre  fimilar  to  that  of  the  third  of  September.  The  mayor, 
however,  had  oppofed  thefe  proceedings,  and  threatened  to  adjourn  the  affembly.  Se- 
veral deputations  appeared  on  the  fame  day  from  different  fedtions,  engaging  to  protect 
the  Convention  ;  and  on  the  following  day,  Pache,  the  mayor  of  Paris,  addreffed  a  letter 
to  the  prefident,  confirming  the  account  of  what  had  paffed  in  the  fedtion  of  Fraternity \ 
only  adding,  that  the.  meution  of  maflacres  had  proceeded  from  none  but  heated  in* 
dividuals. 

In  the  mean  time  the  city  of  Paris  continued  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  agitation  ;  and  on 
the  twenty- feventh  the  mayor  wrote  to  inform  the  Convention,  thjt  the  contending  par- 
ties were  on  the  point  of  proceeding  to  the  utmoft  extremities.  Marat  embraced  this  op-* 
portunity  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  commiffion  of  twelve,  who  he  infilled  had  provoked' 
the  infurretStion  of  the  people  ;  and  demanded  that  the  commiffion  mould  bediffolved,  as 
the  only  means  of  preventing  a  general  infurredtion.  The  fedtion  of  La  Cite  at  this 
moment  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  demanded  the  liberation  of  its  prefident  and  fecretary, 
who  had  been  arrefted  by  the  commiffion  of  twelve  :  the  deputation  further  infiltedth.it 
the  commiffion  of  twelve  fhould  be  carried  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.' — A  moft 
tumultuous  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  galleries  again  took  a  part;  and  the  prefident 
and  commiffion  of  twelve  were  vehemently  threatened  by  the  Mountain  party  and  their 
adherents  in  the  galleries.  The  evening  fitting  was  not  lefs  difbrderly;  indeed,  to  the 
difgrace  of  that  body,  thofe  fcenes  were  become  extremely  common.     At  length  the 
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Convention,  undemanding  that  twenty-eight  of  the  felons  of  Paris  had  determined  to 
rife  and  infill  on  the  difmiffion  of  the  commiffion  of  twelve,  decreed  that  this  obnox- 
ious commiffion  mould  be  diffol  ved  ;  and  that  Hebert,  a  deputy  of  the  Convention  who 
had  been  imprifoned  by  their  authority,  mould  be  liberated. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  the  difcuffion  was  refumed,  and  it  was  then  attempted  to  de- 
cide, by  the  nominal  appeal,  whether  the  commiffion  fhould  be  diffolved,  agreeably  to 
the  vote  of  the  preceding  night.  A  tumult  ftill  worfe  than  thofe  already  reprefented 
enfued  j  and  the  prefident,  having  ia  vain  attempted  to  reftore  order,  refigned  his  office  ; 
while  the  Convention  exhibited  a  difgraceful  fcene,  not  only  of  abufe  but  of  perfonal 
conteft.  A  new  prefident  was  then  cbofen,  and  the  Jacobin,  or  Mountain,  party  having 
fucceeded  in  placing  in  the  chair  one  of  their  own  adherents,  the  diffolutiou  of  the  com- 
miffion was  again  decreed  by  a  majority  of  forty-two  votes  ;  the  members  who  com- 
pofed  it  were  denounced,  and  thofe  who  were  imprifoned  by  their  orders  were  liberated. 
The  fitting  concluded  by  a  conciliatory  fpeech  from  Barrere,  as  organ  of  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  in  which  he  reprefented,  in  lively  colours,  the  dangers  which  threatened 
the  republic  on  every  fide — recommended  inftant  reinforcements  to  be  fent  to  the  ar- 
mies ;  and  a  union  of  thofe  parties  who  divided  the  Convention  and  the  republic.  By 
the  advice  of  Barrere  the  members  of  the  commiffion  in  the  fame  fitting  gave  in  their 
refignations. 

The  moderate  party  in  the  Convention,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Barrere,  now  en- 
deavoured to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public  from  thefe  difaflrous  contefts  to  objects 
of  real  utility  ;  and  fome  decrees  refpe&ing  public  inftrudtion  were  propofed  and  paffed 
on  the  twenty-feventh,  as  well  as  a  plan  for  the  renovation  of  the  military  force.  Every 
attempt  to  reftore  order  and  tranquillity  was,  however,  in  vain.  The  people  had  received 
a  deep  impreffion  that  the  public  fafety  had  been  neglected  by  the  Girondifls,  and  trea- 
chery and  fraud  were  fufpected  to  have  been  ufed  on  that  occafion.  The  conilituted  au- 
thorities of  Paris  were  invited  to  affemble,  to  deliberate  on  the  means  offaving  the  coun- 
try ;  it  was  then  determined  that  the  barriers  fhould  befhut;  and  the  council  general 
publiflied  a  proclamation,  exhorting  the  citizens  to  tranquillity. 

At  four  o'clock,  however,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-firft,  the  tocfin  was  founded, 
the  generale  was  beaten,  and  the  alarm-guns  were  fired.  The  citizens  repaired  to  their 
refpecTive  fe&ions,  and  a  profound  fentiment  of  terror  pervaded  the  whole  city.  At  feven 
o'clock  the  Convention  affembled ;  the  mayor  and  theminifter  of  the  interior  were  cited 
to  the  bar.  The  former  declared  that  he  had  given  the  neceffary  orders  to  prevent  the 
alarm-guns  being  fired,  and  that  he  had  repaired  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety  to 
give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  Paris.  He  had  afterwards  gone  to  the  permanent 
council  general  of  the  commune,  who  had  proceeded  to  fufpend  the  members  of  the  mu- 
nicipality; but  who  were  afterwards  reftored  to  their  fundlions.  The  provifional  com- 
mune 
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mune  at  this  moment  appeared  at  the  bar  ;  they  announced  that,  having  been  charged 
to  difcover  a  great  confpiracy,  they  were  come  to  fulfil  their  million  :  they  were  then 
proceeding  to  ftate  two  resolutions  they  had  formed,  when  Guadet  rofe  to  oppofe  this 
ufurpation  of  powers,  which  he  averred  belonged  folelyto  the  Convention.  Hepropofed 
to  annul  all  that  had  been  done  during  the  night  by  the  revolutionary  committees,  and 
to  bring  before  the  proper  tribunals  the  council  of  the  commune,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
founded  the  tocfin,  beat  thegenerale,  and  fhut  up  the  barriers.  The  propofal  of  Guadet 
was  at  firfl:  decreed;  but,  being  warmly  oppofed  by  Thuriot  and  La  Croix,  the  decree 
was  afterwards  repealed. 

While  this  affair  was  in  agitation,  a  deputation  from  the  revolutionary  committees  ap- 
peared at  the  bar,  and  demanded — I.  The  fuppreffion  of  the  commiffion  of  twelve, — 2.  A 
revolutionary  army  of  Sans  Culottes80. — 3.  A  decree  of  accufation  againft  twenty-two 
deputies,  and  the  members  of  the  above-named  commiffion. — 4.  A  diminution  of  the 
price  of  bread. — 5.  The  difpatch  of  commiffioners  to  the  fouthern  provinces,  there  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  counter-revolution.  And, — 6.  The  arreft  of  Clayiere,  the  minifler  of 
finance,  and  LeBrun,  the  minifler  for  foreign  affairs* 

The  department  of  Paris  next  appeared,  and  demanded  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
Ifnard,  Briffbt,  Guadet,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Barbaroux,  Roland,  Claviere,  Le  Brun,. 
and  feveral  others.  The  mayor  of  Paris  was  afterwards  called  to  the  bar,  and  declared 
that  the  caufe  of  the  difturbances  was  the  conduct  of  the  commiffion  of  twelve;  and 
that  the  conftituted  authorities,  far  from  rifing  againft  the  Convention,  were  ufing  their 
heft  endeavours  to  quiet  the  people. 

The  morning  fitting  of  the  firfl  of  June  paffed  without  any  thing  extraordinary  be- 
ing tranfadled,  except  that  an  addrefs  from  the  Convention  to  the  people,  propofed  by 
Barrere,  was  adopted  by  the  influence  of  the  Mountain  party,  in  preference  to  one 
propofed  by  Lafource;  and  this  circumfhnce  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  mark  of  the 
former  having  relinquished  the  party  of  the  Girondifts.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon the  tocfin  again  founded,  and  the  generale  was  beaten.  The  pretended  caufe 
of  this  new  diiturbance  was,  that  the  Convention  had  not  determined  on  the  petition  pre^ 

80  This  epithet,  which  is  now  fo  peculiarly  faftuonable  in  France,  took  its  rife  from  the  ariftocr.uk  party  ufing 
it  when  fpeaking  of  ths  populace,  whom  they  contemptuoufly  ftyled  Sam  Culottes  (literally  "  without  breeches") 
implying  that  they  were  the  dregs  or  loweft  order  of  the  people.  It  is  natural  to-fuppofe  that,  when  the  multitude 
gained  the  afcendancy,  and  the  ariftocrates  were  in  their  turn  objects  of  contempt  and  derifion,  their  favourite 
exprefiion  fhould  become  the  bye-word  of  their  fucccefsful  opponents,  and  fhould  be  ufed  on  all  occafions  as  the 
difcriminating  badge  of  the  party.  Accordingly  we  perceive  that  no  one  wasfafe  in  his  perfon  who  did  notaffume 
the  term  Sam  Culvtte,  in  contradiftin&ion  to  that  of  Ariftocrate — and  little  time  had  elapfed  ere  this  word  fo  far  loft 
its  original  and  ignominious  meaning,  as  to  be  interpreted  to  mean  k  Patp/c  Sowverain,  the  fovereign  people,  or  the 
fco]>h  collectively.    In  which  latter  acceptation  it  is  now  univerfally  adopted  throughout  the  republic. 

fen  ted 
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fentcd  by  the  department  of  Paris  on  the  preceding  day.  As  foon  at  the  Convention  wai 
attembled,  a  deputation  from  the  department  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  demanded  imme- 
diate attention  to  the  fubjedl:  of  their  petition,  and  that  the  deputies  Duflaulx,  Ducos, 
and  Font  rede,  fhould  be  added  to  the  lift  of  denounced  members.  The  fitting  concluded 
with  a  decree,  on  the  motion  of  Barrere,  that  "The  committee  of  public  fafety 
"  fhould  prefent,  within  three  days,  the  means  which  fhould  be  beft  calculated  to  deftroy 
"  the  enemies,  both  external  and  internal,  of  the  republic  ;  and  that  the  fame  committee 
"  fhould  make  a  report  immediately  refpefting  the  deputies  under  accufation." 

On  the  following  day   (June  the  fecond)  the  fauxbourgs  of  Saint  Antoine  and  Saint 
Marceau  were  again  in  motion.     An   immenfe  crowd  furrounded  the  hall  of  the  Con- 
vention, -2nd  were  violent  in  their, demand  that  a  decree  of  accufation  fhould  be  patted. 
Several   members  entered,  and  complained  that  they  had  been  infuked  by  the  mob,  and 
that  their  deliberations  were  no  longer  free.     A  deputation  was  then  fent  out  to  addrefc 
the  people  ;  but  they  were  .fcarcely  ahle  to  obtain  a  hearing,   and  were  only  anfwered  by- 
indiftindt.  clamours  for  a  decree  of  accufation.     After  the  return  of  the  deputation  a  tu- 
multuous debate   enfued.      The  acclamation  that  "  the  Convention  is  no  longer  free 
"  in  its  deliberations"   refounded  through  the  hall.     Barrere,  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
mittee-of  public  fafety,  propofed  that  the  accufed  deputies  fhould  refign  their  functions, 
and  that  there  fhould  be  an  entire  change  of  miniftry.     With  this  requifition  fome  of 
the  deputies  immediately  complied,  but  others  refufed  to  abdicate  a  character  with  which 
they  had  been  inverted  by  the  choice  of  the  people.     Lafource  demanded,  that  the  armed 
force  fhould  be  ordered  to  withdraw  ;    and  Barrere  propofed  to  march  in  a  body  out  of 
the  hall  among  the  people.     Agreeably  to  this  propofal  the  prefident  led  the  way,  and  the 
whole  Convention  proceeded  without  moleftation  through  the  midft  of  the  crowd  ;  and 
after  making  the  circuit  of  the  Thuilleries  returned  to  the  hall.     The  infurgents,  how- 
ever, notwithftanding  this  fallacious  moderation,  continued  firm  to  their  purpofe  ;  and 
the  aflembly  before   it  rofe  was  obliged  to  pafs  a  decree,  ordering  the  following  members 
and  minifters  to  be  arretted,  viz.   Genfonne,  Vergniaud,  Briflbt,  Guadet,  Gorfas,  Petion, 
Salles,  Cambon,  Barbaroux,  Buzot,  Biroteau,    Rabaut,  Lafource,  Lanjuinais,  Grange- 
neuve,  Lefage,  Louvet,    Valaze,  Doulcett,  Ducos,  Lanthenas,  Duflaulx,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  twelve   (Fonfrede  and  Saint  Martin  excepted),  and  the  minif- 
ters Claviere  and  Le  Brun.     On  the  requeftof  Marat,  and  feveral  other  deputies,  Ducos, 
Duflaulx,  and  JLanthenas  were  afterwards  excepted81. 

After 


S|  Such  is  the  moft  perfect  narrative  we  have  been  ahle  to  collect  of  this  important  tranfaclion,  which  the 
triumphant  party  has  dignified  with  the  title  of  the  revolution  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May.  The  deputies  who  were 
ordered  under  arreft,  however,  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the  French  people,  in  which  they  profefs  to  develope  the 
caufes  of  thefe  commotions.    Their  account  differs  in  fome  refpecls  from  the  preceding,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  A  law  had  been  enacted  which  prefcribed  the  formation  of  committees  in  the  different  feclions  of  Paris,  def- 
ined to  watch  over  foreigners  and  fufpicious  people.    This  law  was  eluded.    Ir.ftead  of  thofe  committees,  others 

were 
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After  thefe  commotions  had  fubfided,  the  firfl:  ftep  of  the  triumphant  party  was  to 
complete  the  conftitution.  The  Convention,  on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  iiTued  a  de- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Man,  as  a  preface  to  their  new  form  of  government,  which 
is  contained  in  thirty-five  articles.     It  dates,  that  the  end  of  fociety  is  the  general  hap- 

were  formed  in  the  moft  illegal  manner.  Thefe  committees  created  a  central  committee,  compofed  of  one  mem- 
ber from  the  committee  of  each  fection.  This  central  committee,  after  fome  private  deliberation,  fufpended  the 
conftituted  authorities,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  the  revolutionary  council  of  the  department  of  Paris,  and  alfo  in- 
verted itfelf  with  a  dictatorial  power.  An  extraordinary  committee  had  been  formed  in  the  bofom  of  the  Conven- 
tion, to  denounce  the  illegal  and  arbitrary  acts  of  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  to  caufe  all  perfons  to  be  arretted 
who  fhould  be  denounced  as  chiefs  of  confpiracies.  On  the  twenty-feventh  of  May  thefe  revolutionary  committees, 
with  an  armed  force,  demanded  the  fupprefTion  of  the  committee  formed  by  the  Convention.  This  requeft  was 
decreed,  but  on  the  next  day  it  was  deferred  till  the  committee  fhould  have  made  their  report.  The  revolutionary 
council  of  Paris  refufed  to  attend  the  report.  On  the  thirtieth  of  May  they  intimated  to  the  Convention  their  or- 
der to  fupprefs  the  extraordinary  committee.  Amidft  armed  petitioners,  furrounded  by  cannon,  under  continual 
infults  from  the  galleries,  fome  members  decreed  the  fuppreflion  of  it.  On  the  famous  thirty-firft  of  May  the  ge- 
nerate was  again  beaten,  the  tocfin  founded,  and  the  alarm-guns  fired.  At  thefe  fignals  the  citizens  flew  to  arms, 
and  were  ordered  to  affemble  round  the  Convention.  Some  deputations  demanded  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
thirty-five  members  of  that  body.  The  affembly  referred  this  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  enjoining  them  to 
deliver  in  their  report  within  three  days.  On  the  firft  of  June,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  revolutionary  coun- 
cil of  Paris  marched  at  the  head  of  an  armed  force  to  inveft  the  national  hall.  At  night  they  appeared  at  the  bar, 
and  demanded  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  the  denounced  members.  The  Convention  paflfed  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  ordered  the  petitioners  to  exhibit  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety  the  proofs  of  the  crimes  imputed  to 
the  accufed  members.  On  the  fecond  of  June  the  revolutionary  council  demanded,  for  the  laft  time,  the  decree 
of  accufation  againft  the  obnoxious  members,  when  the  affembly  again  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day.  The  peti- 
tioners now  gave  a  fignal  to  the  fpeftators  to  leave  the  hall,  and  rufh  to  arms.  About  noon  the  generale  was  beaten, 
and  the  tocfin  founded ;  more  than  an  hundred  cannon  furrounded  the  national  hall,  and  furnaces  were  formed  to 
heat  balls  ;  cannon  were  pointed  towards  all  the  avenues,  the  gates  were  fhut,  and  the  fentinels  ordered  to  ftop  all 
the  members  of  the  Convention.  Many  of  the  deputies  vvereinfulted  by  the  partizans  of  Marat.  The  battalions, 
which  feveral  days  before  fhould  have  marched  againft  the  royalifts,  fuddenly  arrived,  and  feized  on  the  inner  ports 
of  the  hall.  Affignats  and  wine  were  diftributed  amongft  them.  Tn  fhort,  the  reprefentatives  were  imprifoned  in 
their  own  hall.  To  avert  the  rage  of  the  people,  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety  fhould  make 
their  report.  Barrere  mounted  the  tribune,  and  propofed,  that  the  denounced  members,  againft  whom  no  proof 
of  the  imputed  crimes  had  been  produced,  fhould  be  invited  to  fufpend  themfelves  from  their  functions.  Some  of 
Ttrem  fubmitted  to  this  meafure.  At  length  an  end  was  put  to  the  fitting;  the  prefident  walked  out  of  the  hall  at 
the  head  of  the  Convention,  and  ordered  the  fentries  to  withdraw. 

«  The  Convention  reached  the  middle  of  the  court  without  meeting  any  refiftance  ;  but  being  arrived  there, 
thpeommander  of  the  armed  force  ordered  them  to  return.  The  prefident  told  him,  the  Convention  was  not  to 
be  dictated  to  ;  that  it  held  its  authority  independent  of  any  other  power  than  the  French  people,  and  that  they 
alone  had  a  right  to  command  it.  The  commander,  Henriot,  drew  his  fword,  ranged  his  cavalry  in  order  of  battle, 
and  ordered  the  cannoniers  to  point  their  cannon.  His  foldiers  were  ready  to  fire — The  prefident  turned  back,  the 
members  followed  him,  and  attempted  every  outlet  in  order  to  efcape,  but  every  paffage  wasclofed  or  defended  by 
cannon.  At  length  the  affembly,  unable  to  retire,  refumed  their  fitting;  and  fome  deputies  decreed,  that  tlie  ob- 
noxious members  fhould  be  put  under  arreft  at  their  own  houfes.  On  the  propofal  of  Marat,  Couthon  demanded 
that  Valaze  and  Louvet  fhould  be  added  to  that  number:  fome  members  gave  their  confent,  for  the  greater  part  of 
them  did  not  take  any  fhare  in  thofe  humiliating  deliberations.  After  the  decree  was  figned,  a  deputation  made  its 
appearance,  to  teftify  its  approbation  of  the  decree,  and  offered  an  equal  number  of  citizens  as  hoftages  for  the  ar- 
retted members." 
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pinefc— the  rights  of  mail  are  ccjual  liberty,  fafcty,  and  the  protection  of  property— a 
free  people  know  no  other  motive  of  preference  in  their  election  to  offices  than  virtue 
and  talents — the  law  is  the  protection  of  liberty,  and  juftice  its  rule — all  perfons  have  a 
right  toafTemble  peaceably  for  public  worfhip,  without  any  prohibition  from  particular 
fects— the  law  does  not  acknowledge  fervitude  or  flavery  ;  the  contract  between  mafter 
and  fervant  is  only  an  engagement  of  attention  and  gratitude  between  the  man  who  la- 
bours and  the  man  who  employs  him — every  one  has  a  right  to  difpofe  of  his  property, 
revenues,  labour,  and  induftry,  according  to  his  pleafure — fociety  is  obliged  to  provide 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  unfortunate,  either  by  procuring  them  work,  or  maintaining 
thofe  who  are  unable  to  labour. — The  concluding  article  ftates,  that  when  the  govern- 
ment violates  the  rights  of  the  people,  infurre&ion  becomes  the  people's  duty. 

A  few  days  after  the  publication  of  this  declaration,  the  affembly  announced  the 
completion  of  the  new  conftitution  of  France,  which  had  been  difcuffed  article  by  arti- 
cle, and  patTed  as  the  conftitutional  aa,  within  the  fpace  of  a  fortnight.  It  is  thus  intro- 
duced :  "  The  French  republic  honours  loyalty,  courage,  age,  filial  piety,  and  misfor- 
"  tune.  It  puts  the  depofit  of  its  conftitution  under  the  guard  of  all  the  virtues."  It 
confiftsof  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  articles,  arranged  under  general  heads,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  moft  important : 

The  rights  of  a  citizen  are  acquired,  as  to  natives,  by  birth  ;  foreigners  acquire  them  by 
marrying  a  French  woman,  by  being  domiciliated  in  France  for  one  year,  by  maintaining 
an  aged  perfon,  or  adopting  a  child  : — The  fovereignty  of  the  people  is  next  proclaimed : 
— The  primary  affemblies  are  compofed  of  two  hundred  citizens  at  leaft,  and  fix  hun- 
dred at  the  moft,  of  thofe  who  had  been  inhabitants  for  fix  months  in  each  canton.  The 
elections  are  made  by  ballot  or  open  vote,  at  the  option  of  each  voter.  The  fuffrages 
upon  laws  are  given  by  Yes  or  No. — Of  the  national  reprefentation  the  population  is  the 
fole  bafis.  There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty  thoufand  individuals.  Each  re- union  of 
primary  affemblies  refulting  from  a  population  of  from  thirty-nine  thoufand  to  forty-one 
thoufand  fouls,  nominates  directly  one  deputy.  The  French  nation  affemble  every  year 
on  the  firft  of  May,  for  the  election.  The  primary  affemblies  are  formed  upon  extraor- 
dinary occafions,  on  the  demand  of  a  fifth  from  the  citizens  who  have  a  right  to  vote  in 
them ;  but  the  extraordinary  affemblies  only  deliberate  when  more  than  half  the  citi- 
zens are  prefent. — Electoral  affemblies  are  formed  by  the  citizens  united  in  primary  af- 
femblies, who  name  one  elector  for  every  two  hundred  citizens,  and  fo  in  proportion. — The 
legiflative  body  holds  its  feffion  for  a  year,  and  its  firft  meeting  is  on  the  firft  of  July.  Its 
members  cannot  be  tried  for  the  opinions  they  have  delivered  in  the  National  Affembly. 
—The  functions  of  the  legiflative  body  are  to  propofe  laws,  and  pafs  decrees,  fuperintend 
public  inftrucTion,  the  national  domain,  and  make  the  declarations  of  war ;  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  the  territory,  and  ratify  treaties. — The  formation  of  the  law  is  as  follows : 
The  plan  of  a  law  is  preceded  by  a  report ;  and  the  difcuffxon  of  it  cannot  take  place  till 
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fifteen  days  after  the  report  is  made.  The  plan  is  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the  communes 
of  the  republic,  under  this  title,  "  Law  propofed."  Forty  days  after,  the  law  propofed 
is  fent  to  the  departments  ;  if  in  more  than  half  of  the  departments  the  tenth  of  the 
primary  affemblies  of  each  have  not  made  any  objection  to  it,  the  plan  is  accepted,  and 
it  immediately  becomes  a  law. — The  executive  council  is  compofed  of  twenty-four 
members,  for  which  the  electoral  afTembly  of  each  department  nominates  one  candidate. 
The  legiflative  body  choofes  the  members  of  the  council  from  the  general  lift.  One  half 
of  it  is  renewed  by  each  legiflature,  in  the  laft  month  of  the  feflion.  It  nominates,  not 
of  its  own  body,  the  agents  in  chief  of  the  general  adminiftration  of  the  republic.  The 
legiflative  body  determines  the  number  and  the  functions  of  thefe  agents. — Civil  juftice 
is  adminiftered  by  juftices  of  the  peace,  elected  by  the  citizens,  in  circuits  determined  by 
the  Jaw.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  expence — their  number  and  their  compe- 
tence are  determinable  by  the  legiflature.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are  elected  every 
year. — In  criminal  cafes  no  individual  can  be  tried,  but  on  an  examination  received  by  a 
jury,  or  decreed  by  the  legiflative  body.  The  fact  and  the  intention  are  declared  by  a 
jury  of  judgment.  The  punifhinent  is  applied  by  a  criminal  tribunal.  The  criminal 
judges  are  elected  yearly  by  the  electoral  affemblies. — The  general  force  of  the  republic 
is  compofed  of  the  whole  people.  All  the  French  are  foldiers  ;  they  are  allexercifed  in 
the  ufe  of  arms.  No  armed  body  can  deliberate.  The  public  force,  employed  againft 
enemies  from  without,  acts  under  the  orders  of  the  executive  council. — National  Con- 
ventions may  be  appointed  on  extraordinary  occafions.  If,  in  a  majority  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  tenth  of  the  primary  affemblies  of  each,  regularly  formed,  demands  the  revi- 
sion of  the  conftitutional  act,  the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to  convoke  all  the  primary 
affemblies  of  the  republic,  to  know  if  there  be  ground  for  a  National  Convention. — The 
National  Convention  is  formed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  legiflatures,  and  unites  in  it- 
felf  their  power. 

Some  objections  of  importance  feem  to  ftrike  us  on  an  impartial  review  of  this  plan  of 
government.  The  point  to  be  firft  confidered  is,  how  far  it  is  likely  to  anfwer  the  end 
of  a  republican  fyftem  ?  In  this  view,  we  do  not  fee  upon  what  grounds  the  excellent 
mode  of  electing  the  legiflature,  through  the  medium  of  electoral  affemblies,  was  laid 
afide.  Surely  no  plan  could  be  better  devifed,  for  the  prevention  of  intrigue,  venality, 
confufion,  and  tumult,  than  this  arrangement.  Again,  as  the  legiflative  body  is  to  be 
formed  on  the  bafis  of  population,  it  ought  to  be  Specified  how  and  when  that  proportion 
fhould  be  afcertained  ;  but  we  apprehend,  that  a  ftill  Ampler  mode  would  have  been,  to 
proceed  in  the  elections  according  todiftricts,  taking  for  a  guide,  as  to  the  number  of  re- 
prefentatives,  the  prefent  population ;  and  allowing  future  legiflatures  to  alter  the  num- 
ber upon  certain  principles,  in  proportion  as  the  population  might  be  found  to  vary.  The 
elections  are  too  frequent  ;  and,  however  vifionary  politicians  may  flatter  themfclvcs, 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  eftablifh  an  ariftocratical  intereft  in  republican  governments 
than  frequent  elections.     The  choice  of  representatives,  then,  from  the  frequent  occur- 
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rence  of  the  circumftancc,  becomes  a  mere  matter  of  courfe  ;  election  dwindles  to  a  kind 
of  conge d'elire,  and  the  appointment  in  time  becomes  hereditary.  The  referring  every 
law  for  confirmation  to  the  primary  afTemblies,  is  a  prepofterous  meafure.  The  tacit  con- 
fent  of  the  people  is  given  to  every  law  againft  which  they  do  not  exprefsly  proteft :  for 
we  think  the  people  at  large  have  a  right  in  every  government  to  proteft  againft  a  law 
which  they  find  grievous  and  oppreffive;  but  to  refer  it  directly  to  them  for  difcufiion  is 
furely  an  abfurdity.  The  appointment  of  the  executive  power  is  the  great  difficulty  in 
all  democratical  fyftems.  The  mode  adopted  by  the  French  appears  too  complex — It  has, 
however,  one  excellence,  viz.  that  minifters  cannot  now,  as  by  the  firft  conftitution,  be 
removed  on  the  harangue  of  fome  demagogue  in  the  aflembly  ;  and  they  will  therefore 
be  able  to  act  with  more  energy  in  their  general  departments.  On  the  whole,  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  defects,  we  think  this  conftitution  greatly  preferable  to  that  mafs  of  me- 
taphyfical  abfurdities,  which  was  prefented  to  the  Convention  by  Condorcet,  under  the 
name  of  a  conftitution. 

Notwithftanding  the  promptitude  of  the  Convention  in  fatisfying  the  wifhes  of  the 
people  with  refpectto  a  conftitution,  ftill  the  revolution  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May  appear- 
ed only  to  add  to  the  detractions  which  at  this  fatal  period  afflicted  the  French  republic, 
and  feemed  to  proftrate  the  genius  of  the  country  at  the  feet  of  its  enemies. 

Immediately  on  the  decree  of  accufation  being  paffed,  the  conteft  between  the  two  par- 
ties became  general  throughout  the  departments.  Briflot,  and  fome  other  of  the  depu- 
ties who  had  been  decreed  under  arrell,  efcaped  to  the  country,  where  they  endeavoured 
to  kindle  the  flame  of  civil  war — They  were  not,  however,  in  general  fuccefsful.  Com- 
miflioners  from  the  oppofite  party  were  difpatched  to  the  departments  ;  moft  of  the  fu- 
gitive deputies  were  captured ;  and  fuch  was  the  activity  of  the  Mountain,  that  congra- 
tulatory addrefles  were  procured  even  from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  country.  The 
fouthern  departments  only  remained  attached  to  the  fallen  party.  The  city  of  Lyons  in 
particular  had,  from  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  manifefted  a  zeal  for  mon- 
archy and  ariftocracy  ;  and  on  the  execution  of  the  king  an  infurredtion  had  nearly  taken 
place.  The  revolution  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May  was,  therefore,  no  fooner  announced 
in  that  city,  than  appearances  were  renewed  of  confirmed  difcontent.  The  oppofition 
to  the  Convention  was  fomented  by  Biroteau,one  of  the  deputies  who  had  efcaped  ;  and 
in  the  beginning  of  July  a  congrefs  of  the  department  was  convoked  at  Lyons,  in  which 
it  was  refolved  to  march  a  confiderable  force  for  the  redudtion  of  Paris  ;  the  Mountain 
party  was  declared  to  be  outlawed,  and  the  provifions  deftined  for  the  armies  were  inter- 
cepted. The  cities  of  Marfeilles  and  Toulon  followed  the  example  of  Lyons,  and  en- 
tered into  that  famous  confederacy  for  diffblving  the  Convention,  which  has  fince  been 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Fcederalifnt.  The  whole  department  of  La  Gironde  alfo, 
whofe  deputies,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Grangeneuve,  Fonfrede,  and  Guadet,  might  be 
confidered  as  leaders  of  the  extruded  party,  entered  warmly  into  the  difpute;  and  that  of 
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Calvados  broke  out  into  open  revolt.  On  the  twelfth  of  July  the  Marfeillois  iffued  a 
manifesto  to  the  French  nation,  in  which  thcy'declare  that  the  prefent  fituation  of 
Paris  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  whole  republic;  they  denounce 
Philip  Egalite  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  evils  that  had  afflicted  and  divided  France,  and  ex- 
hort the  people  to  join  their  fhndard,  and  affift  in  reducing  the  faction,  which,  they  af- 
ferted,  had  ufurped  the  powers  of  the  republic.  The  Lyonefe  were  more  cautious  than 
the  Marfeillois ;  and  while  they  were  levying  troops,  and  preparing  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fence, they  were  ftill  vehement  in  their  profeflions  of  fubmiffion  to  the  Convention, 
and  in  favour  of  the  indivifibility  of  the  French  republic. 

On  the  eighth  of  July  the  committee  of  public  fafety  produced  its  report  concerning 
the  imprifoned  members  of  the  Convention.  It  charged  Briflbt,  Petion, and  fome  others, 
with  having  been  the  conftant  favourers  of  royalty.  It  alledged  that  fome  of  them  had 
prepared  the  throne  for  the  Ion  of  Louis  Capet,  and  others  for  the  duke  of  York S2.  Petion, 
it  was  fnid,  figned  the  order,  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  to  fire  on  the  people  from  the 
Thuilleries.  Manuel  was  accufed  of  propofing  the  honours  of  royalty  to  be  conceded  to 
the  prefrJent  of  the  Convention  ;  and  Roland,  in  general  terms,  with  perfecuting  the 
republicans.  The  Mountain  party,  in  this  inftrument,  contrived  to  recriminate,  and  caft 
at  leafl  a  confi  ierable  part  of  the  odium  of  the  maflacres  of  the  fecond  of  September 
upon  their  adverfaries.  Manuel  and  Petion,  it  was  faid,  both  of  them  in  magifterial  ca- 
pacities, had  been  often  urged  to  put  a  itop  to  thefe  maflacres,  but  refufed,  and  manifefted 
apprehenfions  left  they  fliould  expofe  their  popularity  ;  while  Briflbt  was  accufed  of 
having  afked,  in  his  gloomy  curiohty,  if  the  blood  of  his  enemy,  Morande,  had  not 
been  flied. 

It  was  further  urged,  that  the  Pruffian  general,  Kalkreuth,  at  the  period  of  the  eva- 
cuation of  Champagne,  made  propofals  of  peace  to  general  Kellermann  ;  that  the  latter 
tranfmitted  thefe  propofals  to  the  diplomatic  committee,  and  the  council ;  but  the  impri- 
foned members  were  then  at  the  head  of  affairs,  the  letters  of  Kellermann  were  buried 
in  oblivion,  and  thus  an  opportunity  was  loft  of  relieving  the  republic  from  one  of  its 
moft  powerful  enemies.  Their  connection  with  Dumourier  was  not  forgotten,  and 
Buzot's  propofal  for  the  banifhment  of  the  Bourbons  was  afferted  to  be  a  contrivance  for 
placing  them,  and  particularly  the  Orleans  branch,  out  of  the  reach  of  danger.  Valady 
was  accufed  of  being  the  author  of  a  bill  which  was  pofted  up,  exhorting  the  citizens 
to  expel  the  clubs  of  the  fections.  The  whole  faction  was  charged  with  exciting  rebel- 
lion and  fcederalifm  at  Bourdeaux,  Marfeilles,  Lyons,  the  North,  and  Corfica ;  and  with 
eftablifhing  a  new  fpecies  of  tyranny  under  the  commiflion  of  twelve,  who  had  even  pro- 

81  Previous  to  the  revolution  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  179*,  Carra  had  propofed  in  the  Jacobin  club  to  offer  the- 
crownof  France  to  the  duke  of  York. 
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poeded  to  tmprifon  Hebert,  a  man  inverted  by  the  people  with  high  magifterial  authority. 
On  thefe  charges  the  Convention  declared  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Gorfas,  Lanjuinais,  and  all 
who  fled  from  the  decree  of  arreft,  traitors  to  their  country;  and  alfo  that  there  was 
giound  of  accufation  not  only  againft  the  deputies  above  mentioned,  but  againfl  Gen- 
fonne,  Guadet,  Vergniaud,  and  Biroteau,  as  accomplices  in  thefe  confpiracies. 

The  fpiiit  of  party  had  now  arrived  at  the  mod  pernicious  and  deplorable  excefs,  when 
the  conduct  of  the  people  is  no  longer  the  refult  of  reafon  and  deliberation,  but  of  a 
wild  enthufiafrn  bordering  upon  phrenzy.  The  fufceptible  minds  of  women  have  ever 
been  moft  obnoxious  to  thefe  impreflions,  and  they  have  ever  been  moft  violent  in  their 
attachment  to  party,  in  oppofition  to  cool  reafon,  and  even  in  contempt  of  perfonal  fafe- 
ty.  A  ftrong  example  of  this  was  exhibited  about  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating. 
An  enthufiaftic  female,  of  the  name  of  Charlotte  Corde,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  pro- 
ceeded from  Caen  in  Normandy,  in  the  department  of  Calvados,  to  devote  her  life  to 
.what  fhe  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  of  her  country.  It  appeared,  that  fhe 
had  been  in  habits  of  confidence  With  the  fugitive  deputies,  and  that  fhe  had  brought 
letters  of -recommendation  from  Barbaroux  to  Duperret,  Fauchet,  and  others  of  the  Gi- 
rondifts.  Inflamed,  probably,  by  their  declamations,  fhe  concerted  the  daring  project  of 
delivering  her  country  from  thofe  whom  in  her  opinion  were  its  enemies  and  its  tyrants. 
Among  the  Mountain  party  none  had  been  more  forward,  or  rendered  themfelves  more 
obnoxious,  than  Marat.  On  the  twelfth  of  July,  therefore,  fhe  wrote  to  entreat  an  in- 
terview with  that  deputy,  pretending  that  fhe  had  fomething  to  communicate  of  high 
importance  to  the  ftate.  As  fhe  did  not  however  receive  an  immediate  anfwer,  fhe  ad- 
dreffed  a  fecond  billet — "  Have  you  received  my  letter?  If  you  have  received  it,  I  reft 
"  on  your  politenefs.  It  is  enough  that  I  am  unfortunate  to  claim  your  attention."— 
On  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth  fhe  waited  upon  him  again  ;  and  being  admitted  fhe 
entered  into  converfation  with  him  concerning  the  confpiracy  which  exifted  at  Caen,  and 
the  confpirators  (Barbaroux,  &c.)  who  had  fled  thither.  Marat  anfwered,  that  the  trai- 
tors would  foon  bedifcovered,  and  would  one  day  lofe  their  heads  on  a  fcaffbld.  He  had 
fcarcely  uttered  thefe  words,  when,  fired  with  the  expr<*flion,  or  obferving  a  favourable 
opportunity,  fhe  plunged  a  dagger  in  his  breaft.  She  walked  calmly  out  of  the  houfe; 
and  when  arretted,  and  informed  that  fhe  would  be  brought  to  juftice,  fhe  looked  at  the 
officers  with  a  fmile  of  contemptuous  mockery.  She  had  called  in  the  morning  at  Le- 
gendre's  houfe,  but  he  refufed  to  fee  her.  She  faid  fhe  could  not  be  guilty  of  two  mur- 
ders, and  it  was  necefTary  to  begin  with  Marat.  This  heroic,  though  miftaken,  female, 
was  brought  almoft  immediately  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  fufFered  on  the 
feaffbld  with  Roman  firmnefs. — Duperret  and  Fauchet  were  put  under  arreft. 

The  remains  of  Marat  were,  in  the  mean  time,  interred  with  much  pomp,  and  the 
whole  Convention  attended  his  funeral.  Of  his  character,  at  this  period,  it  is  difficult 
to  form  a  juft  eflimate.     By  his  own  party,  he  is  extolled  as  the  martyr  of  liberty  and 
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patriotifm,  as  the  fteady  and  difinterefted  friend  of  the  people;  while,  by  his  adverfaries, 
almoft  every  injurious  epithet  has  been  heaped  upon  his  memory.  By  the  latter  he  is  re- 
prefented  asfelfifh,  corrupt,  ambitious,  cruel,  and  ferocious  in  the  extreme.  That  nei- 
ther of  thefe  ftatements  is  correct  may  be  readily  conceived.  Whatever  might  be  the  am- 
bition of  Marat,  there  is  ample  reafon  to  conclude,  that  avarice  was  not  his- predominant 
vice,  fince  he  is  univerfally  believed  to  have  died  poor  ;  confequently  the  charge  of 
corruption  appears  to  be  unfounded.  If  this  is  the  fact,  Marat  will  appear  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  enthufiaft  ;  and  it  will  probably  be  no  unfair  conclufion  to  add,  that  his 
enthufiafm  approached  to  infanity.  With  refpedt  to  talents,  Marat  feems  to  have  been 
rather  a  man  of  activity  than  of  genius:  rather  quiclc  than  profound;  and  poffeffing 
much  penetration,  with  but  little  judgment. 

In  the  whole  of  the  difaftrous  conflicts  which  have  divided  France  fince  the  Revolution 
too  little  regard  has  been  paid  to  human  life  ;  and  the  fofter  virtues  have  been  totally 
uncultivated.  We  have  often  remarked,  that  to  reject  religion,  is  too  commonly  to 
throw  off  humanity.  The  gentle  and  amiable  affections  are  admirably  cheriihed  and 
improved  in  the  heart  by  pure  chriftianity  ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that  had  the 
leading  patriots  been  Chriftians,  their  caufe  would  have  been  lefs  fullied  with  human 
blood.  Marat  was  among  the  moil  favage  and  inexorable  of  them  ;  and  it  feems  im~ 
poffible  to  refpsdt  the  memory  of  a  man  who  appears  in  fo  many  inftances  to  have  been 
callous  to  the  dictates  of  humanity. 

The  affaffmation  of  Marat,  and  the  rebellion  in  the  department  of  Calvados,  and  in 
the  South,  gave  occafion  to  freih  accufations  againft  the  Girondifts.  On  the  fifteenth  of 
July,  therefore,  Billaud  Varennes  ftated  a  number  of  new  facts  relative  to  the  imprifon- 
ed  deputies.  Among  thefe,  Petion  was  charged  with  having  been  the  principal  engine 
of  the  Orleans'  faction  ;  and  Briffot  with  having  been  privy  to  the  traitorous  projects  of 
Dumourier.  Lanjuinais  was  accufed  of  having  correfponded  with  the  emigrants  ;  and 
all  of  them  were  fucceflively  charged  with  having  favoured  the  revolt  in  the  department 
of  Finifterre,  at  Ifere,  Lyons,  Eure,  and  Calvados. 

No  part  of  the  territories  of  the  republic  had  fuffered  equally  with  the  Weft  India 
iflands,  from  the  fpirit  of  infurrection,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  ;  but 
the  accounts  have  in  general  been  fo  obfeure  and  confufed,  from  the  mifreprefentations 
of  contending  factions,  that  it  has  been  a  talk  of  no  fmall  difficulty  to  prefent  any  thing 
like  a  regular  detail.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  the  ifland  of  Martinico,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1793,  ftill  continued  in  an  unquiet  and  divided  ftate. 
The  majority  of  the  white  inhabitants  were  determined  royalifts,  while  the  negroes  and 
people  of  colour  were  furious  republicans.  To  the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo  two  com- 
miffioners  were  difpatched,  while  the  Gironde  party  was  in  power,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reftoring  peace  and  tranquillity.      But  thefe  commiffioners,   Polverel  and  Santhonax, 
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have  rather  appeared  in  the  charaaer  of  apoftles  of  difcord  than  of  peace:  they  feem  to 
have  united  with  the  people  of  colour;  and  a  feries  of  aflaflinations,  pilhge,  and  arbi- 
trary imprifonment,  have  compelled  the  majority  of  the  white  colonifts  to  take  fhelter  in 
America,  or  in  the  Englifh  Wert  India  iflands.  PolvereUnd  Santhonax  were  impeached 
by  a  decree  of  the  Convention  on  the  fixteenth  of  July. 

The  ifland  of  Tobago  was  taken  by  a  Britifh  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
John  Laforey,  about  the  beginning  of  April;  and,  encouraged  by  the  difputes  which 
exifted  between  the  royalifts  and  republicans  in  Martinico,  admiral  Gardner  attempted  a 
clefcent  upon  that  ifland  alfo,  and  difembarked  about  three  thoufand  men.  The  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  fatal  only  to  the  royalifts,  as  he  found,  on  his  arrival,  the  repub- 
lican party  too  ftrong,  and  was  obliged  to  reimbark  his  troops,  even  before  he  could  con- 
vey away  from  certain  deftrucTion  the  whole  of  the  devoted  party  who  had  probably  in- 
vited them  to  undertake  the  expedition. 

In  Europe  the  allied  powers  were  chiefly  employed,  during  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
paign, in  the  blockade  of  Conde,  Valenciennes,  and  Mentz.  The  town  of  Conde  was 
inverted,  as  we  have  already  feen,  early  in  the  month  of  April,  by  a  large  body  of  the 
allied  forces,  and  the  works  were  completed  by  the  twenty-feventh.  The  town  was, 
however,  not  provided  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions  to  fuftain  a  long  liege ; 
the  governor  (general  Chancel)  therefore,  about  this  period,  ordered  the  women  and 
children  to  quit  the  place  ;  but  the  prince  of  Wirtemberg  compelled  them  again  to  take 
refuge  in  the  fortrefs.  In  a  few  days  after  this  unfuccefsful  attempt,  the  governor  fent 
them  out  a  fecond  time  ;  but  it  is  confidently  afierted  that  the  Auftrians,  after  killing  many 
of  thefe  defencelefs  creatures,  even  in  the  a£t  of  fupplicatingfor  mercy,  forced  the  governor, 
from  motives  of  humanity,  once  more  to  receive  them.  From  this  period  the  garrifon 
appears  to  have  exifted  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  diftrefs  (having  been  compelled  to  fubfift 
chiefly  upon  horfe-flefh),  till  the  latter  end  of  June,  when  they  attempted  to  eftablifh 
a  redoubt  upon  the  road  from  Conde  to  Lacoque,  in  order  to  diflodge  the  Auftrians  from 
the  latter  place.  After  an  obftinate  refiftance,  they  were  however  forced  back  into  the 
town,  and  the  work  was  demolifhed.  From  this  time  to  the  firft  of  July  nothing  of 
importance  occurred.  On  that  day  a  negotiation  was  opened  for  a  capitulation  ;  but  the 
governor  conceived  it  neceflary  to  difpatch  a  meflenger  to  the  Convention,  and  another 
to  general  Cuftine,  who  at  this  time  had  aflumed  the  command  of  the  northern  army; 
but  the  terms  not  proving  acceptable,  the  negotiation  was  broken  off.  On  the  tenth  of 
July  the  garrifon,  after  enduring  all  the  rigours  of  famine,  were  obliged  to  fuirender 
prifoners  of  war.  They  had  originally  amounted  to  four  thoufand  men,  but  at  the  time 
of  the  capture  were  reduced  to  about  fifteen  hundred  fit  for  fervice. 

The  victory  of  Famars  enabled  the  allied  powers  clofely  to  inveft  the  town  of  Va- 
lenciennes.    On  a  fummoiis  being  fent  to  general  Ferrand,  the  governor,  he  returned  a 
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polite  but  fpirlted  anfwer;  and  from  the  firft  commencement  of  the  works,  the  befiegers 
experienced  a  heavy  fire  from  the  garrifon.  On  the  firft  of  June  general  Cuftine  arrived 
to  take  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  North  and  the  Ardennes,  then  encamped  at 
Bouchain ;  but  he  found  himfelf  unable  to  render  any  effectual  relief  to  Valenciennes. 
Above  fourteen  thoufand  men  of  the  befieging  army  were  employed,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  fiege,  in  erecting  works,  and  repairing  the  batteries.  During  the  beginning  of 
June  a  very  brifk  fire  was  kept  up  from  the  foitrefs  ;  and  on  the  fifth  the  French  attack- 
ed the  advanced  ports,  but  were  repulfed.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fiege  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion exifted  between  the  Englifh  engineer,  colonel  Moncrief,  and  M.  Ferraris,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  emperor.  The  Britifh  officer  propofed  batteries  to  be  planted  immediately 
under  the  walls  of  the  city,  inftead  of  approaching  it  by  regular  parallels.  M.  Ferraris, 
contended,  that  the  work  of  the  great  Vauban  was  not  to  be  treated  with  fo  lit- 
tle refpe£t,  and  his  opinion  was  adopted  by  the  council  of  war.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fourteenth  of  June  the  trenches  were  opened.  The  Britifh  commander  then  fum- 
moned  the  garrifon  ;  but  receiving  an  unsatisfactory  anfwer,  the  artillery  began  to  play 
upon  the  town  with  great  vigour,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  above  five  hundred  red- 
hot  balls  were  poured  in  upon  it.  Towards  the  beginning  of  July  the  befiegers  were 
enabled  to  bring  two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  to  play  without  intermiffion  on 
the  town,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  reduced  to  aihes.  The  fmallnefs  of  the  garri- 
fon, compared  with  the  extent  of  the  fortifications  to  be  defended,  prevented  general  Fer- 
rand,  the  commander,  from  attempting  frequent  forties.  In  one  which  the  garrifon 
made  on  the  fifth  of  July,  however,  they  were  very  fuccefsful,  killed  feveral  of  the  ene- 
my, and  fpiked  fome  cannon. 

The  moft  fingular  fact  in  the  hiftory  of  this  fiege  is,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
war  was  carried  on  under  ground;  mines  and  counter-mines  innumerable  having  been 
formed  both  by  the  befiegers  and  the  befieged.  The  principal  of  thefe  on  the  fide  of  the 
former  were  one  under  the  glacis,  and  one  under  the  hornwork  of  the  fortrefs ;  thefe 
mines  were  completed  and  charged  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  and  in  the  night,  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock,  were  fprung,  with  the  moft  complete  fuccefs.  The  Englifh  and 
Auftrians  immediately  embraced  the  opportunity  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  covered 
way,  of  which  they  made  themfelves  mafters.  The  die  was  now  caft,  and,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fixth,  the  duke  of  York  again  fummoned  the  place,  which  furrendered  on  capitula- 
tion the  fucceeding  day  :  the  duke  of  York  taking  pofleflion  of  it  in  the  name  of  the 
emperor  of  Germany.  During  the  whole  of  the  fiege  general  Cuftine  was  not  able  to 
make  any  attempt  of  moment  for  the  relief  of  the  place ;  and  a  few  fkirmifhes  only  took 
place  between  the  outpofts. 

An  action  of  a  more  ferious  nature  occurred  in  the  duchy  of  Luxemburgh,  on  the 
ninth  of  June.  The  French,  under  general  Laage,  attacked  the  Auftrians  under  general 
Schroeder,  near  Arlons,  and  obliged  the  latter  to  retreat  with  great  lofs  to  Luxemburgh. 
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The  eminence  on  which  the  Auftrians  were  encamped  was  defended  by  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  arranged  on  batteries  in  the  form  of  fteps,  and  defended  by  eight  thoui'and  men. 
Theft  the  French  fucceffively  carried  with  incredible  intrepidity. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  had  been  from  the  beginning  of  April  engaged  in  preparations  for 
the  fiege  of  Mentz  ;  and  indeed  from  that  time  the  place  might  be  confidered  in  a  itate  of 
blockade,  and  the  numerous  garrifon  fubfiflcd  chiefly  upon  horfe-flefh.  That  monarch 
was  however  too  much  engnged  with  his  new  acquifitions  in  Poland  to  form  any  ferious 
attack  till  the  beginning  of  May.  On  the  fourth  of  that  month  his  majefty  arrived  juft 
at  the  commencement  of  an  attack  on  the  village  of  Goftheim,  from  which,  however, 
they  were  not  able  to  diilodge  the  French.  From  this  period  to  the  beginning  of  June 
frequent  and  bloody  fkirmifhes  took  place  between  the  garrifon  and  the  befieging  army, 
without  any  thing  decifive.  On  the  fourth  of  June  the  French  made  a  defperate  fortie 
upon  the  village  of  Marienborn,  which  they  carried,  and  fpiked  fome  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
and  on  the  ninth  they  attempted  a  general  fortie  on  all  fides,  but  were  every  where 
repulfed. 

The  combined  army  opened  the  trenches  before  Menu  on  the  nineteenth  and  twen- 
tieth of  June.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  the  garrifon  made  a  fortie,  and 
fpiked  four  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  fame  day  a  large  number  of  women  and  children 
were  difmiffed  from  the  garrifon  ;  but  they  were  fired  upon,  and  great  part  of  them  def- 
troyed  by  the  Pruffians :  fome  of  the  women  in  defpair  threw  themfelves  with  their 
children  into  the  Main.  On  the  twenty-fifth  another  fortie  was  attempted  by  the  garri- 
fon, but  they  were  repulfed.  On  the  feventh  of  July  the  ftrcng  works  of  the  French 
at  Coftheim  were  carried  by  the  allies,  which  coft  them  eight  hundred  men,  and  feven 
pieces  of  cannon.  This  fuccefs  was  followed  on  the  fifteenth  by  the  blowing  up  of  the 
laboratory  in  Mentz,  and  the  deftru&ion  of  a  magazine  of  hay  and  ftray,  by  the  fire  of 
the  befiegers.  CafTel,  which  covered  Mentz  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Rhine,  was  fet 
oil  fire  on  the  feventeenth,  and  feveral  ammunition -waggons  were  blown  up.  On  the 
eighteenth  the  French  army  of  the  Rhine  made  a  grand  attempt  for  the  relief  of  Mentz. 
They  endeavoured  to  force  their  way  through,  not  far  from  Landau,  and  made  their  at- 
tack in  three  places  at  once.  They  were  however  repulfed  in  every  part  by  general 
Wurmfer.  This  laft  effort,  therefore,  proving  unfuccefsful,  the  garrifon  capitulated  on  the 
twenty-fecond,  the  principal  condition  impofed  on  them  was,  that  they  fhould  not  ferve 
for  the  fpace  of  one  year  againft  the  allies.  On  the  eighth  of  Auguft  the  French  were 
driven  from  the  ftrong  pofition  which  they  had  taken  behind  the  Scheldt,  and  which  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Casfar's  camp:  as  the  French  did  not  make  much  refinance  on 
this  occafion,  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  inconfiderable. 

With  thefe  achievements  the  fuccefTes  of  the  allies  may  be  faid  to  have   terminated. 
The  protra&ed  fieges  of  thefe  fortreffes  had  given  the  French  time  to  recover  from  the 
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confirmation  info  which  they  hnd  been  thrown  by  the  defection  of  Dumourier.  After 
the  reduction  of  Valenciennes,  a  grand  council  of  war  was  held,  in  which  a  project  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry  for  the  feparacion  of  the  army,  and  for  an  attack  on  French  Flan- 
ders, was  fubmitted  to  the  allies.  This  propofal,  it  is  faid,  was  greatly  difapproved  by  the 
experienced  Auftrian  commanders;  and  two  other  plans  were  fubmitted  to  the  council  by 
thofe  officers.  The  flrft  of  tbefe  was  to  penetrate  to  Paris  by  the  affifhnce  of  the  rivers 
which  fall  into  the  Seine,  on  which  the  heavy  ftores  and  artillery  might  be  tranfported. 
The  other,  which  was  that  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general  Clairfait,  was  to  take 
immediate  advantage  of  the  alarm  which  the  furrender  of  Valenciennes  had  occafioned, 
and  the  diforderof  the  French  armies  from  the  denunciation  of  their  generals,  and  with 
forty  or  fifty  thoufand  light  troops  penetrate  to  Paris,  while  a  debarkation  might  be 
made  on  the  fide  of  Brittany,  to  affift  the  royalifts  in  that  quarter.  It  is  evident  that 
both  of  tliefe  plans  were  inconfiftent  with  true  policy.  Whatever  number  of  troops 
had  been  detached  to  Paris  would  certainly  have  been  furrounded  and  cut  off;  and  as  to 
affifting  the  royalifts  in  Brittany,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  aid  of  foreign  troops 
would  not  have  added  to  the  popularity  of  their  caufe;  befides,  that  fuch  a  circumftance 
muft  have  rendered  their  army  ftationary,  and  confequently  expofed  to  the  danger  of  a 
complete  defeat ;  whereas,  it  was  by  occafionally  difperfing,  and  affembling  during  the 
night  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  woods  and  covers,  that  they 
were  enabled,  for  a  length  of  time,  to  harafs  the  republicans.  That  the  project  of  at- 
tacking Weft  Flanders  was  ill  conceived,  the  event  has  fufficiently  proved. 

In  confequence  of  the  preponderating  influence  of  the  Englifh  miniftry  in  the  grand' 
council  of  war,  on  the  twelfth  of  Auguft,the  Britifh,  Hanoverians,  and  the  Dutch,  with 
fome  Heffians  and  Auftrians,  feparated  from  the  main  army,  and  commenced  their  march 
for  Dunkirk.  It  has  been  afferted,  that  in  this  expedition  the  duke  of  York  did  not 
entirely  rely  on  the  intrepidity  of  his  troops,  but  that  "  he  had  alfo  an  expectation  of 
**  being  admitted  into  the  town  by  a  golden  key.  He  had  kept  up  a  fecret  correfpond- 
"  ence  with  the  former  governor,  general  Omeron  (who  lias  fince  been  executed  for 
"  treachery,)  nor  did  he  till  his  arrival  know  that  the  plan  had  been  difcovered,  and 
"  that  general  Omeron  was  removed  from  his  poft83." 

On  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft  the  duke  of  York  encamped  at  Turcoin,  where  a  coun- 
cil of  war  was  held  on  the  fucceeding  day ;  and  on  the  eighteenth  the  Britifh  marched 
to  a  camp,  which  had  been  marked  out  near  Menin  ;  and  found  the  Dutch,  under  the 
hereditary  prince  of  Orange,  engaged  in  an  attack  on  the  French  outpofts,  in  which  his 
highnefs  was  repulfed.  The  Britifh  troops  almoft  immediately  engaged  in  the  action, 
and  with  great   difficulty  and  lofs  carried  the  poft  of  Lincelles ;  the  works  of  which' 
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were  deftroycd,  and  the  port  left  unoccupied.  On  the  twenty-fecond  tlie  duke  of  York 
marched  from  Fumes  to  attack  the  French  camp  at  Ghivelde,  which  was  abandoned  on 
his  approach,  and  he  was  almoft  immediately  enabled  to  take  the  ground  which  it  was 
his  intention  to  occupy  during  the  fiege.  On  the  twenty-fourth  he  attacked  the  outpofts 
of  the  French,  who  with  fome  lofs  were  driven  into  the  town.  In  thisacYion  the  fa- 
mons  Aulhian  general,  Dalton,  and  fome  other  officers  of  note,  were  killed.  The  fuc- 
ceeding  day  the  fiege  might  be  faid  regularly  to  commence.  A  cenfiderable  naval  arma- 
ment from  Great  Britain  was  to  have  co-operated  in  the  fiege  ;  but  by  fome  extraordinary 
neglect  admiral  Macbride  was  not  able  to  fail  fo  early  as  was  expected.  In  the  mean 
time  the  hoftile  army  was  extremely  harafled  by  the  gun-boats  of  the  French  ;  a  fuccefs- 
ful  fortie  was  effected  by  the  garrifon  on  the  fixth  of  September  ;  on  the  fame  day  the 
covering  army  of  general  Freytag  was  furprifed  and  totally  routed ;  and  that  general 
and  prince  Adolphus  Frederick  both  taken  prifoners,  though  they  were  afterwards  ref- 
cued.  The  confequence  of  thefe  difafters  was,  that  as  the  French  were  known  to  be 
collecting  in  fuperior  force,  the  fiege  was  raifed  on  the  feventh,  after  feveral  fevere  ac- 
tions, in  which  the  allied  forces  fuffered  very  confiderably.  It  is  in  general  well  under - 
ftood,  that  if  Houchard,  who  commanded  the  republican  army  on  this  occafion,  had 
done  his  duty,  he  might  have  effectually  «ut  off  the  retreat  of  the  duke  of  York,  and 
probably  have  captured  almoft  the  whole  of  the  allied  army.  For  this  grofs  neglect  the 
French  general  was  afterwards  denounced,  and  fuffered  by  the  fentence  of  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal. 

The  army  of  the  allies  which  remained  under  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general 
Clairfait,  was  not  in  the  main  more  fuccefsful.  On  the  eighth  of  Auguft  a  detachment 
of  this  army  attempted  to  form  the  fiege  of  Cambray  ;  but  after  remaining  for  fome  days 
before  the  town,  the  Auftrian  general  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege.  Bouchain  was  alfo 
inverted,  but  was  afterwards  relieved.  Quefnoy  was  the  only  point  in  which  the  allies  at 
this  pei. oil  vere  victorious.  That  place  furrendered  on  the  eleventh  of  September  to 
general  Clairfait ;  a  confiderable  detachment,  which  had  been  fent  for  its  relief,  having 
been  previoufly  repulfedby  the  prince  of  Cobourg. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine  a  number  of  petty  actions  took  place,  in  which  the  French 
weie  generally  fuccefsful,  but  no  event  of  importance  enfued.  On  the  twenty-fecond 
of  Auguft  general  Landrement  affumed  the  command  at  Weiffembourg,  and  continued 
ikirmifhing  with  the  enemy  till  the  conclufion  of  the  month.  On  the  feventh  of  Sep- 
tember he  attacked  the  army  of  the  allies  in  feveral  points,  and  drove  them  back  with 
great  lofs  ;  at  the  poft  of  Lauterbourg  only  he  afferts  that  the  allies  loft  fifteen  hundred 
men.  This  fuccefs  was  followed,  on  the  twelfth,  by  a  general  attack,  in  which  the 
French  are  faid  to  have  killed  twothoufand  Auftnans  and  emigrants,  difmounted  a  bat- 
tery, and  fpiked  feveral  pieces  of  cannon. 

Ti. 
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The  French  army  of  the  North,  after  railing  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk,  took  a  flrong 
pofi  on  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge,  where  they,  were  immediately  block- 
aded by  the  whole  united  force  of  the  allies,  collected  under  the  prince  of  Cobourg. 
Upon  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  of  October,  however,  the  prince  was  attacked  by  gene- 
ral Jourdain84,  who  fucceeded  Houchard,  with  fuch  vigour  and  effect,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled, after  an  immenfe  lofs,  to  abandon  his  pofition,  and  repafs  the  Sambre.  Elated  by 
this  fuccefs,  the  French  immediately  made  inroads  into  Maritime  Flanders.  They  at- 
tacked the  allied  forces  in  feveral  places  at  once;  took  poffeflion  of  Werwick,  and 
obliged  general  Erbach  to  abandon  Menin,  and  retreat  to  Ccurtray.  On  the  twenty- 
fecond  they  advanced  and  took  Fumes ;  they  then  proceeded  to  Nieuport,  which  they 
befieged  and  greatly  damaged;  but  the  place  was  faved  by  having  recourfe  to  inundation. 
It  was  fome  time  before  the  allied  forces  were  able  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  republicans, 
and  their  generals  even  trembled  for  the  fate  of  Oftend.  A  coniiderable  armament  from 
England,  however,  being  at  that  time  preparing  for  the  Weft  Indies,  under  Sir  Charles 
Grey,  their  deftination  was  altered  ;  and  by  arriving  at  the  fortunate  moment  at  Oftend, 
they  probably  protracted  the  crifis  when  the  Low  Countries  were  to  become  once  more 
fubject  to  the  dominion  of  France. 

The  forces  of  the  Republic  were  ftill  more  eminently  fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  at- 
tempts of  the  rebels  in  the  department  of  La  Vendee.  General  Biron  repulfed  the  army 
of  the  infurgents  from  Lucon  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  ;  and  nearly  about  the  fame 
time  the  city  of  Nantz  was  relieved  from  their  incurfions  by  general  Beyffer.  Chatil- 
lon  was  refcued  from  them  on  the  third  of  July  by  general  Weftermann  ;  but  on  the 
following  day  he  was  furprifed  by  the  rebels,  and  compelled  to  retreat  to  Parthenay.  On 
Weftermann's  defeat  he  was  fummoned  to  Paris  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct,  but  was  ho- 
nourably acquitted.  The  chief  command  after  this  circumftance  (general  Biron  having 
alfo  been  ordered  to  Paris  )  devolved  on  general  Beyffer,  who  in  feveral  fkirmiihes  put 
the  rebels  to  flight.  In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  they  were  again  defeated  by  general 
Roffignol;  on  the  tenth  of  that  month,  however,  while  the  citizens  were  celebrating 
the  civic  feaft,  general  Charette,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  infurgents,  vigoroufly 
affailed  the  city  of  Nantz,  but  was  repulfed  with  lofs. 

In  the  mean  time  fundry  violent  enormities  marked  the  progrefs  of  the  royalifts. 
Their  ceremonies  and  their  military  difcipline  were  a  ftrange  compound  of  fuperftition 
and  cruelty  ;  and  they  are  even  accufed  of  having  mingled  the  facramental  wine  with 
the  blood  of  their  adverfaries,  and  adminiftered  it  to  the  people.  We  truft,  however, 
fuch  an  act  of  facrilege  muft  have  been  a  calumny.     One  of  their  ftandards,  which  was 

84  General  Jourdain,  it  it  faid,  had  formerly  ferved  in  the  army,  in  what  capacity  we  know  not,  but  latterly  Uc 
kept  a  petty  fhop  of  toys  and  haberdafhery  in  an  obfeure  village. 

5  Q_  prefentel 
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prefcnted  to  the  National  Convention,  was  white  on  one  fide,  and  red  on  the  other;  on 
the  red  fide  was  embroidered  the  figure  of  a  bifhop  in  his  pontificals  ;  and  on  the  white, 
the  virgin  Mary,  with  the  infant  Jefus  in  her  arms.  In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  they 
gained  a  considerable  advantage  over  the  republicans  at  Parthenay. 

On  the  feventh  of  September  general  Roflignol  atchieved  a  fignal  victory  over  the  in- 
furgentsat  PontdeCe;  and,  in  conjunction  with  Santerre,  routed  them  again  at  Douay, 
Thouars,  and  Ervaux,  on  the  fucceeding  days.  In  the  latter  end  of  September  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Mentz  was  ordered  to  march  into  La  Vendee,  and  on  the  fixth  of  October  the 
advanced  guard  vanquished  an  army  of  five-and-twenty  thoufand  rebels.  It  would  be 
tedious  to  enter  on  a  more  minute  detail  of  this  ohfeureand  petty  war  ;  fuflice  it  to  fay, 
that  the  unfortunate  infurgents  made  a  moft  vigorous  refiftance  to  every  effort  of  the 
Convention  till  jhe  middle  of  October,  1793,  when  they  were  completely  routed.  Af- 
ter being  driven  from  La  Vendee,  they  divided  into  three  bodies  :  the  firft  threw  them- 
felves  into  the  ifland  of  Noirmoutier,  where  they  remained  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of 
blockade,  but  were  at  length  fubdued.  The  fecond  feem  to  have  difperfed ;  and  the 
third  took  the  route  to  Anjou,  Maine,  and  Brittany,  where  they  carried  on  for  a  while  a 
defultory  warfare,  but  were,  a,t  length,  gradually  difperfed. 

The  difaiFecTion  of  fome  of  the  other  provinces,  which  immediately  followed  the  re* 
volution,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  was  productive  of  ftill  more  ferious 
confequences  to  the  new  government.  The  department  of  Calvados  was  the  firft  to 
arm,  and  a  formidable  force  was  collected  about  the  latter  end  of  June  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Caen,  under  the  command  of  general  Felix  Wimpfen,  the  hero  of  Thionville, 
and  under  the  fuppofed  direction  of  the  fugitive  deputies,  Petion,  Buzot,  and  Barbaroux. 
In  the  beginning  of  July  this  body  of  troops,  which  was  called  the  Departmental  army, 
had  advanced  as  far  as  Evreux  :  but  the  people  were  evidently  not  hearty  in  the  caufe; 
for,  on  the  approach  of  the  republican  army,  under  general  Sepper,  after  a  flight  fkirmifh. 
with  the  advanced  guard,  they  retired  again  into  Calvados ;  and  before  the  end  of  the 
month  completely  difperfed,  and  the  department  returned  to  its  allegiance.  Petion, 
Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Salles,  Valady,  Wimpfen,  &c.  &c.  fled ;  but  the  majority  of  them 
were  foon  after  taken,  and  delivered  up  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  Biroteau  was 
executed  at  Bourdeaux. 

The  formidable  union  which  took  place  under  the  name  of  federate  republic anlfm,  be- 
tween the  cities  of  Marfeilles,  Lyons,  and  Toulon,  ftill  however  continued,  and  feemed 
to  threaten  almoft  the  diflblution  of  all  the  exifting  authorities.  A  confiderable  force 
was  difpatched  againft  them  under  general  Cartaux  in  the  latter  end  of  July  ;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  Auguft  the  Marfeillois  were  driven  from  the  department  of  Vauclufe, 
which  they  had  previoufly  occupied.  On  the  twenty-fourth  the  republicans  attacked 
and  took  the  town  of  Aix ;  and  immediately  upon  this  fuccefs  the  Marfeillois  opened 

their 
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their  gates  and  fubmitted.  But  the  people  of  Toulon,  and  the  French  vice-admiral Tru- 
goff,  entered  into  a  negociation  with  the  Englifh  admiral,'  lord  Hood,  who  was  then 
cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  he  took  poflefEon  both  of  the  town  and  of  the  fhip- 
ping  in  the  name  of  Louis  the  Seventeenth,  and  under  the  exprefs  and  pofitive  ftipula- 
tion  that  he  was  to  affiff  in  reftoring  the  conftitution  of  1789  s5. 

In  the  mean  time  general  Kellermann,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  Alps,  was 
difpatched  againft  Lyons.  It  contained  an  immenfe  and  mixed  multitude  of  discontent- 
ed citizens  of  every  clafs ;  fome  royalifts,  fome  of  the  firft  emigrants,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  Gironde  party.  The  city  remained  in  a  ftate  of  blockade  from  the  eighth 
of  Auguft ;  but  the  firft  attack  was  refilled  with  great  bravery.  On  the  twenty- fecond 
and  twenty-third  of  Auguft  the  Lyonnefe  are  computed  to  have  loft  not  lefs  than  two 
thoufand  men,  and  a  great  part  of  the  city  was  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins.  In  the 
month  of  September,  as  it  appeared  that  Kellermann  had  not  been  fufficiently  active, 
general  Doppet,  a  young  officer,  who  had  juft  exchanged  the  medicinal  art  for  the  Sci- 
ence of  arms,  was  appointed  to  the  command ;  and  on  the  eighth  of  October  the  city 
of  Lyons  furrendered  to  that  general.  The  chiefs  of  the  rebels  had  fled,  but  feveral 
of  them  were  afterwards  taken  and  executed.  By  a  fubfequent  decree  of  the  Con- 
vention, the  walls  and  public  buildings  of  Lyons  were  ordered  to  be  deftroyed,  and  the 
name  of  the  city  itfelf  to  be  changed  to  that  of  Vdle  Affranchie. 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  leaders  of  the  Convention  afTerted  that  a  plot  of  the 
Englifh  miniftry  had  been  difcovered,  the  object  of  which  was  to  corrupt  and  bribe  all 
the  conftituted  authorities  in  France.  A  feries  of  decrees  was  palled,  chiefly  pointed 
againft  that  nation  :  one  of  thefe  decrees  declared  every  Frenchman  a  traitor,  who  fhould 
place  money  in  the  Englifh  funds;  and  another  ordered  that  all  foreigners,  and  particu- 
larly the  Englifh,  fhould  be  put  under  arreft.  A  fubfequent  decree,  couched  in  indecent 
andbombaftic  terms,  declared  Pitt,  the  Britifh  minifter,  **  the  enemy  of  the  human  fpecies. n 
About  the  fame  period  an  outrage  againft  the  law  of  nations  was  committed  by  the 
Auftrians,  who  arrefted  Maret  and  Semonville  on  a  neutral  territory,  while  on  their 
progrefs  as  ambaffadors  to  Naples  and  Conftantinople. 

In  a  feffion  of  the  Convention  on  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft,  the  fertile  genius  of  Bar- 
rere  conceived  the  extraordinary  but  energetic  project  of  exhorting  the  whole  people  of 
France  to  rife  in  a  mafs  to  expel  all  invaders  from  their  terrirory.  The  plan  was  after- 
wards digefted  by  the  committee  of  public  fafety.  By  this  decree,  not  only  the  valour 
of  the  French  nation,  but  induftry  and  the  arts,  were  placed  in  a  ftate  of  requifition; 
and  to  prevent  the  evils  refulting  from  the  undifciplined  exertions  of  a  mixed  multitude, 

8*  For  lord  Hood's  fummons  and  addreft  to  the  people  of  Toulon,  fee  the  Appendix. 
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the  i>ew  levies  were  organized  with  Angular  ability,  and  cential  points  were  eftablifhci} 
foi  their  afll-mbling.  The  following  is  the  i'ubftance  of  the  decree,  which  was  paffed  on 
the  twenty-third  ot  Aug  aft  : 

"  Art.  i.  From  thisprefent  moment  till  that  when  all  enemies  fliall  have  been  driven- 
"  from  the  territory  of  the  Republic,  all  Frenchmen  (hall  be  in  permanent  readinefs  for 
••  the  fervice  of  the  armies.  The  young  men  fhall  march  to  the  combat,  the  married 
"  men  fhall  forge  arms,  and  tranfport  the  provifion3  :  the  women  fliall  make  tents  and 
*•  clothes,  and  wait  in  the  hofpitals  :  the  children  fliall  make  lint  of  old  linen:  the  old 
"  men  fhall  caufe  theinfclves  to  be  carried  to  the  public  fquares,  to  excite  the  courage  of 
««  the  warriors,  to  preach  hatred  againft  the  enemies  of  the  republic. 

"  2.  The  national  edifices  fhall  be  converted  into  ftore-houfes;  the  ground  of  the 
•'  cellars  fhall  be  wafhed  with  ley,  to  extract  the  faltpetre  b6. 

"  3.  The  mufquets  and  arms  of  calibre  fliall  be  immediately  delivered  to  thofe  who 
'*  are  to  march  againft  the  enemy  .  the  internal  fervice  of  the  Republic  fhall  be  per- 
11  formed  with  fowling-pieces. 

"  4.  All  faddle  horfes  fliall  be  given  up,  to  complete  the  cavalry :  the  draught  horfes 
"  and  others,  except  thofe  employed  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  fliall  convey  the 
"  artillery  and  provifions. 

"  5.  The  committee  of  public  welfare  is  charged  to  take  all  neceffary  meafuresto  ef- 
"  tablifli,  without  delay,  an  extraordinary  manufacture  of  apiis  of  all  kinds,  fuitable  to 
«'  the  efforts  of  the  French  nation.  It  is  authorifed,  in  confequence,  to  form  all  the  ef- 
"  tablifhments,  manufactories,  and  working-places,  which  fliall  be  deemed  neceffary  for 
"  the  execution  of  thofe  works;  and  to  fummon  throughout  the  republic  all  the  artifts 
*'  and  workmen  who  can  contiibute  to  their  fuccefs.  The  fum  of  thirty  millions  fliall 
"  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifter  at  war,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  four  hundred  and 
"  twenty-eight  millions  of  livres  in  affignats,  which  are  in  referve  in  the  cheft  with 
"  three  keys.  •  The  central  eftablifhment  of  this  extraordinary  manufacture  fhall  be 
"  at   Paris. 

**  6.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fent  into  the  departments  to  execute  the  pre- 
"  fent  law,  fhall  have  the  fame  authority,  and  fhall  concert  meafures  with  the  commit- 
"  tee  of  public  welfare;  they  are  inverted  with  the  unlimited  powers  attributed  to  the 
"  reprefentatives  of  the  people  with  the  armies. 

"  7.  No  Frenchman  fummoned  to  ferve,  fhall  be  fuffered  to  fend  a  fubftitute.  The 
11  public  functionaries  fliall  remain  on  their  poft. 

"  8.  The  rifing  or  movement  fliall  be  general :  the  unmarried  or  widowed  citizens, 


85  As  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  French  was  at  this  time  much  deranged,  on  account  of  their  internal  fitua- 
tion,  as  Veil  as  their  maritime  enemies,  the  importation,  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  of  this  neceffary  article  for  warlike 
purpofes  was  neceffarily  ftopped:  thus  fituated,  they  were  compelled  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  attempting  to  ma- 
nufacture it  at  home,  and  by  allowing  great  premiums  to  thofe  who  fhould  be  moft  fuccefcful. 

*'  from 
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"  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  five-and-twenty,  fhall  march  firft;  they  fhall  form,  with- 
'«  out  delay,  in  the  chief  place  of  their  diltrict  ;  and  /hall  daily  be  exercifed  till  the  day 
'•  of  their  departure. 

14  9.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fhall  regulate  the  calls  and  the  marches,  fo 
'•  that  the  armed  citizens  may  not  reach  the  place  of  rendezvous  before  the  fupplies  and 
*'  ammunition,  and  all  the  mechanical  part  of  the  army  (hall  have  been  brought  to- 
"  gether  in  a  competent  proportion. 

"  10.  The  general  points  of  rendezvous  fhall  be  determined  by  the  circumftances, 
"  and  pointed  out  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fent  out  to  enforce  the  execution 
"  of  the  prefent  law,  by  advice  of  the  generals,  in  concert  with  the  committee  of  public 
"  welfare,  and  the  provillonary  executive  council. 

••  11.  The  battalion  which  fhall  be  organized  in  every  diftricl:,  (hall  be  ranged  under 
"  a  banner,  with  this  inscription — •  The  French  nation  rifen  aga'injl  tyrants.'' 

11  12.  The  battalions  (hall  be  organized  according  to  the  eftablifhed  laws,  and  their 
"  pay  fhall  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  battalions  now  on  the  frontiers. 

"  13.  In  order  to  collect  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions,  the  farmers  and  ftewards 
M  of  the  national  lands  fhall  fend  into  the  principal  rendezvous  of  every  diftrict  a  fuf- 
"  ficient  quantity  of  corn,  the  produce  of  the  faid  lands. 

*'  14.  The  proprietors,  farmers,  and  holders  of  corn,  fhallbe  obliged  to  pay  their 
"  arrears  of  taxes  in  the  produce  of  the  fields,  and  alfo  two-thirds  of  the  taxes  for  1793. 

"  15.  The  National  Convention  appoints,  citizens  Chabot,  Tallien,  Carpentier,  Re- 
"  naud,  Dartgoytte,  Laplanche  of  Vievre,  Mallarme,  Legendre,  Lanot,Roux-Fuzillac, 
"  Pagenel,  BoifTet,  Tallifer,  Baile,  Pinet,  Fayau,  La  Croix,  and  Ingrand,  as  adjuncts  to  ■ 
"  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  who  are  actually  in  the  armies,   and  in  the  depart- 
*'  ments,  in  order  to  execute,  in  concert  with  them,  the  prefent  decree. 

"  16.  The  commiffioners  of  the  primary  affemblies  are  invited  to  repair,  without  de- 
"  lay,  into  the  departments,  to  fulfil  the  civic  miffion  intrufted  to  them  by  the  decree  of 
"  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft,  and  to  receive  the  commiffions  which  fhall  be  afligned  t© 
"  them  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

"  17.  The  minifter  at  war  is  charged  to  take  all  the  meafures  necefTary  for  the  exe- 
"  cution  of  the  prefent  decree.  The  fum  of  fifty  millions  fhall  be  put  at  his  difpofal, 
"  to  be  taken  out  of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  millions  of  afiignats  in  the  cheft 
f*  with  three  keys. 

**  18.  The  prefent  decree  fhall  be  fent  into  the  departments  by  extraordinary  cou- 
««  riers87." 

On  this  forcible  decree  it  is  only  necefTary  to  remark,  that,  had  It  not  been  feconded 
by  the  enthufiafm  of  the  people,  it  muft  have  been  nugatory,  if  not  prejudicial.     The 

?6  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  iv.  p.  495,  497, 
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fpirit  of  the  people  only  can  giveeffea  to  fuch  daring  proje£s,  though  the  genius  of  the 
ruling  power  may  certainly  direct  and  regulate  the  energy  on  which  fuccefs  rauft  ulti- 
mately depend. 

Happy  had  it  been  for  France,  and  for  mankind,  if  the  heroifm  of  the  people  had  been 
tempered  by  humanity  ;  but  the  French  have,  in  all  inftances,  appeared  too  prodigal  of 
blood.  That  the  people  experienced  great  provocations  from  the  treachery  of  their  com- 
manders, and  the  intrigues  of  contending  factions,  candour  muft  admit  ;  but  the  rigour 
of  their  punifhments  certainly  exceeded,  in  mod  cafes,  the  meafure  of  the  offence  ;  and 
the  hafte  and  rafhnefs  of  their  adjudications  leave  at  leaft  a  doubt,  in  others,  of  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  fentence.  Among  the  viaims  of  popular  refentment  which  fell  about  this 
period,  we  cannot  but  lament  the  celebrated  general  Cuftine,  whofe  former  fervices 
(whatever  might  be  his  prefent  demerits)  mould  have  fecured  him  more  lenient  treat- 
ment. He  was  called  to  Paris  from  the  command  of  the  Northern  army  in  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  and  on  the  eighteenth  arrived  in  that  capital — never  to  return.  On  the 
twenty- fecond  he  was  committed  by  a  decree  of  the  Convention  to  the  Abbey  piifon  ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft  was  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  The 
charges  againft  him  were — That  he  had  maintained  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the 

enemy That  he  had  left  the  garrifon  of  Menrz  unprovided  with  neceflaries  ;  in  confe- 

quence  of  which  many  brave  defenders  of  their  country  perifhed  with  hunger,  and  the 
whole  fuffered  the  extreme  of  famine  and  mifery,  and  were  at  laft  compelled  to  capitu- 
late— That  there  exifted  a  letter  figned  "  Cuftine,"  in  which  he  engaged  d'Oyfe,  com- 
mandant of  Mentz,  to  deliver  up  the  place  to  the  Pruffians 88 — .That  he  had  infulted 
the  national Teprefentation,  by  difobeying  its  orders,  and  by  afferting  publicklyin  a  letter 
to  the  minifter,  "  That  fuch  decrees  as  he  did  not  approve  only  fervedhim  for  papillottes 
"  (curl  papers.)" — That,  finally,  he  had  not  exerted  himfelf  properly  to  prevent  Valen- 
ciennes from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. — How  far  thefe  charges  were  fubftan- 
tiated  by  evidence  we  cannot  affirm,  as  we  believe  no  copy  of  the  trial  has  yet  reached 
England.  The  unfortunate  general,  in  the  crifis  of  his  adverfity,  lamented  that  he  ap- 
peared forfaken  by  every  friend;  and  the  populace  of  Paris,  accuftomed  to  fights  of  hor- 
ror, beheld  the  facririce  of  their  former  defender  with  calm  indifference,  or  with  blind 
exultation. 

The  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  queen  immediately  followed  that  of  general  Cuf- 
tine. In  the  night  between  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Auguft,  in  confequence  of  a  decree 
of  the  preceding  day,  two  municipal  officers  repaired  to  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  a 
little  before  midnight,  to  announce  to  the  queen  the  decree  of  the  Convention,  refpecl- 
ing  her  removal  to  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie.     Hex  majefty  was  in  Jjed — "  Muft  I 

"  This,  on  his  examination.  Cuftine  aflumc4  to  be  an  entire  fallhood. 

"  rife, 
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«  rife,  then?"  faid  fhe.  The  officers  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  She  then  begged  them 
to  withdraw,  that  fhe  might  drefs  herfelf;  with  which  they  complied.  When  the  queen 
was  dreffed  the  officers  fearched  her,  and  found  five-and-twenty  Louis  d'ors,  which  they 
took  from  her,  befides  her  pocket-hook.  Her  majefty  ufed  a  thoufand  entreaties  to  be  per- 
mitted either  to  keep  the  pocket-book,  or  for  them  tofeal  it  up,  and  fake  an  inventory  of 
its  contents.  After  much  altercation,  the  queen  recognized  one  of  the  municipal  offi- 
cers to  be  the  fame  who  fignified  to  herlaft  year  her  feparation  from  the  princefs  de  Lam- 
balle,  when  the  latter  was  removed  from  the  Temple  to  the  hotel  de  la  Force.  "  Sir/' 
—faid  fhe — "  the  feparation  which  you  announced  to  me  a  twelvemonth  ago  was  very 
«'  painful ;  but  I  find  the  prefent  not  lefs  mela^jeboly  "  She  begged  to  be  fuffered  to 
take  fome  bed-linen  with  her — "  I  could  wifli," — faid  (he — "  not  to  be  left  in  foul  Jinen, 
"  as  it  happened  to  me  laft  year,  in  the  houfe  of  the  Feuillans."  She  then  made  up  a 
parcel,  containing  fome  fhifts,  a  few  caps,  and  a  black  filk  jacket  and  coat. 

The  queen  afterwards  begged  to  have  an  interview  with  her  daughter  and  madame 
Elizabeth.  This  was  permitted,  after  fome  hefitation.  Madame  Elizabeth  ftepped  firft 
into  the  apartment,  melting  in  tears,  bordering  on  a  ftate  of  defpair,  and  almoft  deprived 
of  her  fenfes*  They  locked  each  other  fail  in  their  arms.  When  her  daughter  appeared, 
fhe  faid,  "  My  dear  daughter,  thou  knoweft  thy  religion  ;  thou  oughteft  to  have  re- 
**  courfe  to  its  folace  in  every  fituation  of  life."  The  queen  then  defired  to  fee  her 
fon;  but  this  requeft  was  refufed:  the  officers  faid  to  her,  "  Your  fon  is  innocent,  and" 
"  he  will  not  be  hurt." 

Her  majefty  took  the  parcel  containing  her  linen  under  her  arm,  defcended  the  flairs, 
and  found  a  fiacre,  or  hackney-coach,  waiting  for  her  in  the  court  yard  When  getting 
into  the  carriage,  one  of  the  officers  offered  to  help  her;  hut  fhe  gently  pufhed  back  his 
hand,  telling  him  that  fhe  wanted  no  affiftance.  She  was  dreffed  in  white  lawn,  and 
wore  a  black  girdle:  fhe  was  conducted  to  the  prifon  through  a  narrow  paffage,  very 
badly  lighted,  in  which  the  fudden  barking  of  two  maftiffs  threw  her  into  convulfions. 
The  officers  were  then  obliged  to  carry  her  to  the  prifon  in  their  arms;  and,  being  ar- 
rived there,  fhe  continued  lo  very  ill,  that  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  her  life  was- defpair- 
ed  off.     She  recovered,  however,  in  the  morning. 

The  cell  allotted  for  her  reception  was  half  under  ground,  only  feet  eight  long,  and  eight 
wide.  Her  couch  confided  of  a  hard  ftraw-bed,  and  very  thin  covering;  her  diet,  foup 
jtnd  boiled  meat !  All  the  perfonal  graces  had  deferted  her  countenance,  which  exhibited 
the  pi£hire  of  diftrefs  and  declining  life! — On  the  fifteenth  of  October  fhe  was  brought 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  the  following  aocufation  prefented  againft  her : 


"  Antoins 
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11  Anto'me  Qiientin  Fouquicr,  public  accufer  of  the  criminal  revolutionary  tribunal, 
'««  itatcs:  That,  by  a  decree  of  the  Convention  of  the  firft  of  Auguft  laft,  Marie  An- 
«•  toinette,  widow  of  Louis  Capet,  has  been  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
"  as  accufed  of  con fpi ring  againft  France;  that,  by  another  decree  of  the  Convention, 
"  of  the  third  of  October,  it  was  decreed,  that  the  revolutionary  tribunal  fhould  occupy 
"  itfelf  without  delay,  and  without  interruption,  on  the  trial ;  that  the  public  accufer 
««  received  the  papers  concerning  the  widow  Capet  on  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  of 
"  the  firft  month  of  the  fecond  decade,  commonly  called  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  of 
"  October  of  the  prefent  month  ;  that  one  of  the  judges  of  the  tribunal  immediately 
"  proceeded  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  widow  Capet;  that  an  examination  being  made 
«<  of  all  the  pieces  tranfmitted  by  the  public  accufer,  it  appears  that,  like  Meffaline, 
*'  Brunehaut,  Fredagonde,  and  Medicis,  who  were  formerly  decorated  with  the  titles  of 
"  queens  of  France,  whofe  names  have  ever  been  odious,  and  will  never  be  effaced  from 
"  the  page  of  hillory — 

"  Marie  Antoinette,  widow  of  Louis  Capet,  has,  fince  her  abode  in  France,  been  the 
"  fcourge  and  blood- fucker  of  the  French  ;  that  even  before  the  happy  Revolution 
"  which  gave  the  French  people  their  fovereignty,  fhe  had  political  correfpondence  with 
«  a  man  called  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  ;  that  this  correfpondence  was  con- 
«'  trary  to  the  interefts  of  France  ;  and,  not  content  with  acting  in  concert  with  the 
"  brothers  of  Louis  Capet,  and  the  infamous  and  execrable  Calonne,  at  that  time  mi- 
"  nifter  of  the  finances  ;  of  having  fquandered  the  finances  of  France  (the  fruit  of  the 
«•  fweat  of  the  people)  in  a  dreadful  manner,  to  fatisfy  inordinate  pleafures,  and  to  pay 
*'  the  agents  of  her  criminal  intrigues,  it  is  notorious  that  fhe  has,  at  different  times, 
"  tranfmitted  millions  to  the  emperor,  which  ferved  him,  and  ftill  fupports  him,  to  fuf- 
"  tain  a  war  againft  the  Republic  ;  and  that  it  is  by  fuch»exceffive  plunder  that  fhe  has 
««  at  length  exhaufied  the  national  treafury. 

"  That  fince  the  Revolution,  the  widow  Capet  has  not  for  a  moment  withheld  erirai- 
"  nal  intelligence  and  correfpondence  with  foreign  powers,  and  in  the  interior  of  the 
«'  Republic,  by  agents  devoted  to  her,  whom  fhe  fubfidized  and  caufed  to  be  paid  out  of 
"  the  treafury  of  the  ci-devant  civil  lift;  that,  at  various  epochs,  fhe  has  employed  every 
"  manoeuvre  that  fhe  thought  confident  with  her  perfidious  views  tobring  about  a  coun- 
"  ter-revolution  :  firft,  having,  under  pretext  of  a  neceffary  re-union  between  the  ci- 
"  devant  gardes-du-corps  and  the  officers  and  foldiersof  the  regiment  of  Flanders,  con- 
"  trived  .i  repaft  between  thefe  two  corps,  on  the  firft  of  October  1789,  which  degene- 
"  rated  at  her  Jefire  into  an  abfolute  orgie:  and,  during  the  courfe  of  which,  the  agents 
«'  of  the  widow  Capet  perfectly  feconded  her  counter-revolutionary  projects,  brought  the 
"  greater  p.-.rt  of  the  guefts,  in  the  moment  of  inebriety,  to'fing  fongs  expreffive  of 
"  their  moft  entire  devotion  to  the  throne,  and  trie  mod  marked  averfion  for  the  peo- 
"  pie;  of  having  excited  them  infenfibly  to  wear  the  white  cockade,  and  to  treaJ  the 
"  national  cockade  under  oot ;  and  of  having  authorized,  by  her  prefence,  all  thefe  coun- 
■"  ter-revolutionary  exceffes,   particularly  in  encouraging  the  women  who  accompanied 

"  her, 
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"  her,  to  diftribute  thefe  white  cockades  among  the  guefts ;  and  having,  on  the  fourth  of 
"  the  fame  month,  teftified  the  moft  immoderate  joy  at  what  pafTed  during  thefe  orgies. 
*'  Secondly,  having,  in  concert  with  Louis  Capet,  directed  to  be  diflributed  very  plen- 
*'  tifully  throughout  the  kingdom  publications  of  a  counter-revolutionary  nature,  fome 
"  of  which  were  pretended  to  have  been  published  by  the  confp'irators  on  the  other  fide 
••  of  the  Rhine;  of  having  even  carried  her  perfidy  and  diflimulation  to  fuch  a  height* 
"  as  to  have  circulated  writings,  in  which  fhe  herfelf  isdefcribed  in  very  unfavourable  co- 
"  lours,  in  order  to  cloak  the  impoiture;  thereby  to  make  it  be  believed  by  foreign 
"  powers  that  fhe  was  extremely  ill  treated  by  Frenchmen,  to  inftigate  them  to  go  to 
V  war  with  France. 

"  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  her  counter-revolutionary  defigns  with  more  efficacy,  flic, 
"  by  means  of  agents,  caufed  in  Paris,  towards  the  beginning  of  October,  1789,  a  fa-'  ^ 
"  mine,  which  occasioned  a  new  infurredtion  ;  inconfequence  of  which,  an  innumerable 
"  crowd  of  citizens  fct  out  for  Verfailles  on  the  fifth  of  the  faid  month  ;  that  this  fact 
"  is  proved  beyond  all  contradiction,  as  the  next  day  there  was  a  plenty  of  every  thing, 
**  even  after  the  time  that  the  widow  Capet  arrived  with  her  family  in  Paris. 

"  That,  being  fcarcely  arrived  in  Paris,  the  widow  Capet,  fertile  in  intrigues  of  everv 
"  kind,  formed  committees,  confiding  of  all  the  counter-revolutionilts  and  intriguers  of 
"  the  conftituent  and  legiflative  afTemblies,  which  held  their  meetings  in  the  dead  of 
"  night ;  that  plots  were  there  formed  how  to  deftroy  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  the  decrees 
"  already  pafTed,  which  were  to  form  the  bafis  of  the  new  conftitution  ;  that  it  was  at 
"  thefe  committees,  or  meetings,  that  the  neceflary  meafures  were  deliberated  to  obtain 
"  a  revifion  of  thofe  decrees  which  were  favourable  to  the  people;  that  the  flight  of 
Louis  Capet,  his  widow,  and  his  whole  family,  was  impeded,  as  they  travelled  under 
fictitious  names,  in  the  month  of  June,  1791  ;  that  the  widow  Capet  confefTes  in  her 
interrogatory,  that  it  was  fhe  who  opened  and  locked  the  door  of  the  apartment, 
through  which  the  fugitives  pafTed  ;  that,  independent  of  the  confeflion  of  the  widow 
Capet  in  this  refpefr,  it  is  confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  Louis  Charles  Capet,  and  by 
his  filler,  that  de  la  Fayette  favoured  all  the  defigns  of  the  widow  Capet,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  Bailly  did  while  he  was  mayor  of  Paris ;  and  that  both  were  prefent  when 
"  the  fugitives  efcaped,  and  favoured  their  flight  as  much  as  lay  in  their  power.  That 
'*  the  widow  Capet,  after  her  return  from  Varennes,  re-commenced  her  intriguing  cote- 
"  ries,  at  which  fhe  herfelf  prefided ;  and  that,  aided  by  her  favourite  La  Fayette  the 
"  gates  of  the  Thuilleries  were  kept  locked,  which  deprived  the  citizens  of  the  power 
**  of  pafling  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  courts  of  the  palace;  that  thofe  only  who 
"  had  cards  were  permitted  to  pafs.  That  this  order  was  given  out  by  La  Fayette  as  a 
"  meafure  of  punifhnient  to  the  fugitives,  though  it  lerved  only  as  a  trick  to  prevent 
u  the  citizens  from  knowing  what  patted  at  thefe  midnight  orgies,  and  from  difcovering 
"  the  plots  againft  liberty  carried  on  in  this  infamous  abode.  That  it  was  at  thefe  meet- 
"  ings,  that  the  horrible  mafiacre  which  took  pi  nee  on  the  feventeenth  of  July,  1791, 
"  was  planned,  when  fo  many  zealous  patriots  were  killed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars ;  that 
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"  the  maffacre  which  had  previoufly  taken  place  at  Nancy,  as  we!!  as  thofc  which  have 
««  fince  happened  in  different  parts  of  the  Republic,  were  ordered  and  determined  on  in 
"  thefe  fecret  councils;  that  thefe  infurredYions,  in  which  the  blood  of  an  immenfe 
*1  number  of  patriots  has  been  fpilt,  were  plotted  in  order  the  more  expeditioufly  and 
"  fecurely  to  obtain  a  revifionof  the  decrees  pafled  and  founded  on  the  Rights  of  Man, 
fhlch  were  fo  obnoxious  to  the  ambitious  and  counter-revolutionary  views  of  Louis 
"  Capet  and  Marie  Antoinette:  that  the  conftilution  of  1791  being  once  accepted,  the 
«»  widow  Capet  took  every  means  in  her  power  to  deftroy  its  energy  by  her  manceuvres  ; 
«•  that  flie  employed  agents  in  different  parts  of  the  Republic  to  effect  this  object  of  an- 
•«  nihilating  liberty,  and  to  make  the  French  once  more  fall  beneath  the  tyrannic  yoke 
"  under  which  they  had  langui (Tied  for  fo  many  years;  that  for  this  purpofe,  the  widow 
"  Capet  ordered  it  to  be  difcuffed  in  thefe  midnight  meetings,  which  were  truly  called 
««  the  Auftrian  cabinet,  how  far  it  might  be  poflible  to  counteract  the  laws  pafled  in  the 
"  legiflative  affembly  ;  that  it  was  in  confequence  of  thefe  councils,  and  her  advice, 
"  that  Louis  Capet  was  perfuaded  to  oppofe  his  veto  to  the  famous  and  falutary  decrees 
"  palled  in  the  legiflative  affembly  againft  the  ci-devant  princes,  brothers  of  Louis 
»  Capet,  againft  the  emigrants,  and  againft  that  horde  of  refractory  and  fanatical  priefts 
11  who  had  fpread  all  through  France  ;  a  veto  which  has  proved  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
'*  of  the  evils  which  France  has  fince  experienced. 

"  That  it  was  the  widow  Capet  who  caufed  perverfe  minifters  to  be  nominated,  and 
«*  placed  her  creatures  in  the  armies  and  public  offices,  men  who  were  known  by  the 
'«  whole  nation  to  be  confpirators  againft  liberty  ;  that  it  was  by  her  manceuvres,  and 
"  thofe  of  her  agents,  as  able  as  they  were  perfidious,  that  fhe  got  a  new  guard  formed 
"  for  Louis  Capet,  compofed  of  ancient  officers  who  had  quitted  their  corps,  and  had  re- 
«  fufed  to  take  the  conftitutional  oath  ;  that  fhe  gave  appointments  to  refractory  priefts 
♦«  and  ftrangers;  and  in  fhort,  to  all  thofe  who  were  difliked  by  the  nation,  and  who 
**  were  worthy  of  ferving  in  the  army  of  Coblentz,  whither  many  of  them  fled  after 
"  their  being  cafhiered. 

**  That  it  was  the  widow  Capet  who,  in  conjunction  with  a  fcandalous  faction,  at 
"  that  time  domineered  over  the  legiflative  affembly,  and  for  fome  time  over  the  Con- 
"  vention;  who  declared  war  againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  her  own  bro- 
"  ther;  that  it  was  through  her  manoeuvres  and  intrigues,  at  all  times  pernicious  to 
"  France,  that  the  French  were  obliged  to  make  their  firft  retreat  from  Flanders. 

"  That  it  is  the  widow  Capet,  who  forwarded  to  the  foreign  courts  the  plans  of  the 
**  campaign,  and  the  attacks  which  were  agreed  upon  in  the  council:  fo  that,  by  means 
•'  of  this  double  treafon,  the  enemies  of  France  were  always  informed  before-hand  of  the 
•«  movements  of  the  armies  of  the  Republic;  from  whence  it  follows,  that  the  widow 
"  Capet  is  the  avtthorefs  of  all  thofe  reverfes  of  fortune,  which  the  armies  of  the  Re- 
"  public  have  experienced  at  different  times. 

"  That  the  widow  Capet  combined  and  plotted  with  her  perfidious  agents  the  horri- 
««  ble  confpiracy  which  broke  out  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  ;  which  failed  only  through 

"  the 
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"  the  courageous  and  incredible  efforts  of  the  patriots ;  that  to  this  end  fhe  feduced  into 
**  her  dwelling  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  even  into  the  fubterraneous  paffages  under  it, 
"  Swifs  foldiers,  who,  at  the  expiration  of  a  decree  then  paffed,  were  no  longer  to  be- 
*'  long  to  the  body  guard  of  Louis  Capet;  that  fhe  kept  them  in  a  ftateof  drunkennefs 
*'  from  the  ninth  'till  the  morning  of  the  tenth,  the  day  appointed  for  the  execution  of 
*'  this  horrible  confpiracy;  that  for  the  fame  purpofe  fhe  had  re-united  on  the  ninth  a 
"  body  of  thofe  beings  known  by  the  name  of  the  knights  of  the  dagger,  Who  had  fi- 
"  gured  away  with  the  fame  infamous  defigns,  and  in  the  fame  place,  on  the  twenty- 
"  eighth  of  February,  1791,  and  again  on  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  1792. 

'*  That  the  widow  Capet,  fearing,  no  doubt,  that  this  confpiracy  might  not  have  the 
"  promifed  effect,  went  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  of  Auguft,  at  half  after  nine,  into 
"  the  room  where  the  Swifs,  and  others  in  her  intereft,  were  bufy  making  cartridges  ; 
u  that,  in  order  to  excite  them  the  more,  fhe  took  up  the  cartridges  and  bit  them. 

"  That  the  next  day,  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  fhe  preffed  and  folicited  Louis  Capet  to  go 
"  to  the  Thuilleries,  at  five  in  the  morning,  to  review  the  real  Swifs  guards,  and  thofe 
n  who  had  affumed  their  uniform  ;  and  at  his  return  fhe  prefented  him  with  a  piftol, 
"  faying — <  This  is  the  moment  to  shew  yourself;'  and  on  his  refufing,  fhe  called 
"  him  a  coward. 

"  That,  notwithstanding  the  widow  Capet  denies  having  given  any  orders  to  fire  on 
"  the  people,  her  conduct  on  the  ninth — her  deeds  in  the  room  of  the  Swifs  guards — 
**  the  councils  fhe  held  all  the  night  long — the  article  of  the  piftol,  and  her  words  to 
"  Louis  Capet ;  their  fudden  retreat  from  the  Thuilleries,  and  the  firing  on  the  people 
**  at  the  very  moment  he  and  fhe  entered  the  room  of  the  legiflative  affembly  ; — in  one 
"  word,  all  thefe  circumftances  united,  leave  no  doubt  but  that  in  her  councils  during  the 
"  night,  it  was  refolved  that  the  people  muft  be  fired  on,  and  that  Louis  Capet,  and 
"  Marie  Antoinette,  the  female  director  of  that  confpiracy,  fhould  themfelves  give  the 
"  orders  to  fire. 

"  That,  to  the  perfidious  intrigues  and  manoeuvres  of  the  widow  Capet,  in  confederacy 
"  with  that  infamous  faction  of  which  we  have  juft  fpoken,  and  with  all  the  enemies  of  the 
"  Republic,  France  is  indebted  for  the  internal  war  which  has  diftreffed  her  fo  long; 
"  but  the  end  of  which  is  fortunately  not  much  more  diftantthan  that  of  its  authors. 

"  That,  at  all  times,  the  widow  Capet,  by  the  influence  fhe  had  acquired  over  Louis 
"  Capet,  infinuated  into  him  that  perfidious  and  dangerous  art  of  diflimulation,  to  pro- 
««  mife,  by  public  acts,  the  very  contrary  of  what  lie  intended  to  perforin  :  and  that  they 
"  both,  in  their  midnight  councils,  plotted  the  ruin  of  that  liberty,  fo  dear  to  French-' 
"  men — and  which  they  will  take  care  to  preferve — to  recover  the  plenitude,  of  the 
"  royal  prerogatives. 

**  That,  finally,  the  widow  Capet,  in  every  refpect  immoral,  and  a  new  Agrippina,  is 
"  fo  diflblute,  and  fo  familar  with  all  crimes,  that  forgetting  her  quality  of  mother,  and 
"  the  limits  prefcribed  by  the  law  of  nature,  has  not  hefitated  to-proftitute  lierfelf  with 
*<  Louis  Charles  Capet,  her  fon  :  and    according  to  the  confeffion  of  the  latter,  fhe  has 

5  R  2  "  committed 
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•*  committed  indecencies  with   him,  the   very  idea  and    name  of  which  ftrikes  the  foul 
*«   with  horror." 

According  to  this  report,  the  puhlic  accufer  brings  the  above  accufations  againft  Marie 
Antoinette,  qualifying  herfelf  in  her  interrogatory  by  the  title  of  Lorraine  and  Auftria, 
widow  of  Louis  Capet  ;   and  ftates — 

"  i.  That  in  conjunction  with  the  brothers  of  Louis  Capet,  and  the  infamous  ex- 
"  minifter  Caionne,  (lie  fquandered  away,  in  a  moft  horrid  manner,  the  French  finances: 
"   fent   innumerable  funis  to  the  emperor,  and  drained  the  national  treafury. 

•'  2.  That  as  well  by  herfelf,  as  by  the  aid  of  her  counter-revolutionary  agents,  flie 
"  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  and  informed  thefe  cne- 
"  mics,  or  caufed  them  to  be  informed,  of  all  the  plans  of  campaigns  and  attacks  refolved 
"  and  determined  on  in  the  council. 

"  That  through  her  intrigues  and  manoeuvres,  and  thofe  of  her  agents,  flie  formed  ' 
*'  confpiracies  and  plots  againft  the  interior  and  exterior  fafety  of  France;  and  to  that 
"  effect  kindled  a  civil  war  in  divers  provinces  of  the  Republic  ;  armed  one  citizen 
"  againft  another,  and  by  thefe  means  fpilled  the  blood  of  an  incalculable  number  of 
'*  citizens,  contrary  to  the  fixth  article  of  the  firft  fection  of  the  penal  code,  and  to  the 
"  fecond  article  of  the  fecond  fedYion  of  the  fame  code. 

"  In  confequence  of  all  which  charges,  the  public  accufer  requefts,  that  au  aft  of  the 
'•  prefent  accufation  be  given  him  by  the  tribunal  ;  that  it  be  ordained,  that  on  his  requi- 
"  fition,  and  through  the  channel  of  a  ferjeant  at  arms,  Marie  Antoinette,  qualifying 
"  herfelf  by  the  title  of  Lorraine  and  Auftria,  widow  of  Lowis  Capet,  actually  con- 
«'  fined  in  the  prifon  called  the  Conciergerie  of  the  palace,  be  entered  on  the  regifters  of 
"  the  faid  prifon,  there  to  remain,  the  fame  as  in  a  houfeof  juftice,  and  that  the  fentence 
"  to  be  given  fhall  be  notified  to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  to  the  accufed.." 

After  the  preceding  act  of  accufation  had  been  read  (which  is  in  effect  fimilar  to  what 
is  called  an  indictment,  in  England)  the  interrogatory  of  the  queen  began.  Of  this 
examination  the  following  is  a  tranflation,  figned  by  the  accufed,  the  accufer,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  tribunal. 

We,  Armand-Martial-Jofeph  Hamart,  prefident  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  eftab- 
liflied  by  the  law  of  the  tenth  of  March,  1793,  ordered  to  be  brought  before  us,  from 
the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  Marie  Antoinette,  widow   Capet,   whom  we  afked  her 

names,  age,  profeffion,  country,    and   place  of  abode. She  anfwered,  that  her  name 

was  Marie  Antoinette,  of  Lorraine  and  Auftria,  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  widow  of  the* 
king  of  France. 

j#.  Had  you,  previoufly  to  the  Revolution,  any  political  connexions  with  the  king  of' 
Bohemia  and  Hungary  ;    and  were  not  thofe  connexions  contrary  to   the   interefts  of 
France,  which  loaded  you  with  benefits? A.  That  the   king  of  Bohemia  and  Hun- 
gary was  her  brother;    that  the  connexions  fhe  had  with  him  were  only  thofe  of  con- 

fanguinity, 
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fcnguinity,  but  not  of  a  political  nature  ;  thofe  connexions  could  only  have  been  to  the 
advantage  of  France,  to  which  fhe  was  attached  by  the  family  into  which  fhe  married. 

W.   It  was  remarked  to  her,  that,    not  contented  with  dilapidating  in  a  fhocking  man. 

,rier  the   finances  of  France,  the  fruit  of  the  fweats  of  the  people,   for  the  fake  of  her 

pleafures  and  intrigues,  in  concert  with  infamous  miniflers,  fhe. had  fent  to  the  emperor 

thoufands  of  millions,   to  ferve  againft  the  nation    which  foftcred    her. A.   Never; 

that  fhe  knows  that  this  charge  has  frequently  been  made  fubfervient  againft  her;  that  fhe 
loved  her  hufband  too  much  to  dilapidate  the  money  of  his  country  ;  that  her  brother 
did  not  want  money  from  France  ;  and  that,  from  the  principles  which  attached  her  to 
pis  country,  fhe  would  not  have  given  him  any. 

<k£;    Whether  fhe  did  not  employ  Tome  fecret   agent  to  correfpond  with   the  foreign 
powers,   chiefly  with  her  brothers  ;  and  if  Deleffart  was  not  this  principal  agent  ? 
A.  Never  in  her  life. 

J-SJ.  Obferved,  that  her  anfwer  does  not  appear  exact  to  us ;  for  it  is  notorious  that 
there  exifled  in  the  ci-devant  palace  of  the  Thuilleries  fecret  and  no&urnal  petty  coun- 
cils, over  which  fhe  herfelf  prefided,  and  in  which  were  difcuffed,  deliberated  upon,  and 
refolved,  theanfwers  to  be  made  to  the  foreign  powers,  and  thofe  to  the  fucceffive  confti- 

tuent  and  legiflative  affemblies. A.  That  the  preceding  anfwer  is  very  exact;   for  the 

rumour  of  thufe  committees  has  conftantly  exifted  whenever  it  was  intended  to  amufe 
and  deceive  the  people  ;   that  fhe  never  knew  fuch  a  committee;  that  it  has  not  exifted. 

4J.  Obferved,  that  it  appears  however,  that  when  there  was  a  queftion  to  know  if 
Louis  Capet  fhould  fanc~tion  or  affix  his  veto  to  the  decree  iffued  in  the  courfe  of  No- 
vember, 1 791,  concerning  his  brothers,  the  emigrants,  and  the  refractory  and  fanatical 
prieih,  fhe,  in  defpite  of  the  moft  urgent  reprefentations  of  Duranton,  then  minifter  of 
juftice,  had  brought  Louis  Capet  to  the  determination  of  affixing  his  veto  to  thofe  de- 
crees, the  fanction  of  which  would  have  prevented  the  ills  which  France  has  fince  fuf- 
fered,  and  which  evidently  proves  that  fhe  affifted  at  the  councils  and  petty  councils. — 
— A.  That  in  the  month  of  November,  Duranton  was  not  minifter;  that  in  other  re- 
fpedts  her  fpoufe  did  not  require  to  be  urged  to  do  that  which  he  believed  to  be  his  duty  ; 
that  fhe  was  not  of  the  council ;  and  that  only  there  affairs  of  that  description  Were 
tranfa&cd  and  decided. 

£K  Obferved,  that  it  was  flic  who  taught  Louis  Capet  that  art  of  profound  diffimula- 
tion  by  which  he  had  too  long  deceived   the  kind  French  nation,  who  did  not  fuppofe 

that  perfidy   and  villany  could  be  carried  to  fuch  a  decree. <-A.  Yes,  the  people  have 

been  deceived — cruelly  deceived  !  but  it  was  neither  by  her  nor  her  hufband. 

j^.  By  whom,  then,  has  the  people  been  deceived? A.   By  thofe  who  felt   it  their 

intereft ;  that  it  had  never  been  theirs  to  deceive  them. 

je>.  Obferved,  that  fhe  was  the  principal  inftigatrix  to  the  treafon  of  Louis  Capet: 
that  it  was  by  her  advice,  and  perhaps  by  her  repeated  importunities,  that  he  refolved 
to  fly  France,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  furious  men  who  wifhed  to  defolate  his 

country ~A.  That  her  hufband  did  not  wifli  to  quit  France;  that  flie  followed  him- 

on* 
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on  his  journey  ;  that  fhe  would  have  followed  him  every  where;  but  that  if  {he  had 
known  that  he  wanted  to  quit  his  country,  fhe  would  have  employed  all  poflible  means 
to  diffuade  him  ;  but  that  he  had  no  fuch  intention. 

£>.  What,  then,   was  the  propofed  end  of  the  journey,  known  by  the  name  of  Va- 

"xennesr A.  To  procure  hirnfelf  that  liberty,  which  he  could  not  enjoy  here  in  the 

eyes  of  any  perfon ;  and  to  conciliate  thence  all  parties,  for  the  happinefs  and  tranquil- 
lity of  France. 

jp.  Why  did  you  travel  at  that  period  by  the  borrowed  title  of  a  Ruffian  baronefs?— 
— A.  Becaufe  we  could  not  get  out  of  Paris  without  changing  names. 

£K  If,  among  other  perfons  who  favoured  her  efcape,  La  Fayette,  Bailly,  and  Renard 

the  architect,  were  not  of  the  number? A.  That  the  two  former  would  have  been 

the  laft  they  would  have  employed ;  that  the  third  perfon  was  then  under  their  orders, 
but  that  they  never  employed  him  for  that  purpofe. 

.9.  Reprefented,  that  heranfwer  was  contradictory  to  declarations  of  the  perfons  who 
fled  with  her;  and  that  it  refulted  from  them,  that  the  carriage  of  La  Fayette,  at  the 
moment  when  all  the  fugitives  came  down  flairs  through  the  apartment  of  a  woman  in 
her  fervice,  was  in  one  of  the  court-yards ;  and  that  La  Fayette  and  Bailly  were  upon 
the  watch,  while  Renard  directed  their  route. A.  That  fhe  does  not  know  what  de- 
clarations might  have  been  made  by  the  perfons  who  were  with  her ;  that  all  fhe  knows 
is,  that  fhe  met,  on  the  fquareof  the  Caroufel,  the  carriage  of  La  Fayette  ;  but  that  fhe 
went  on  her  way,  and  was  far  from  flopping  it ;  that,  with  regard  to  Renard,  fhe  could 
allure  us  that  he  did  not  diredl  their  march  ;  that  fhe  alone  opened  the  door,  and  made 
every  body  go  out. 

j9.  Obferved,  that  from  this  confeffion  of  her  having  opened  the  door,  and  let  out 
every  body,  there  remains  no  doubt,  that  fhe  directed  Louis  Capet  in  all  his  adtions,  and 

made  him  refolve  to  fly. A.  That  fhe  did  not  believe  that  the  opening  of  a  door 

could  prove  that  a  perfon  directs  the  actions  of  another ;  that  her  fpoufe  defiring  and 
thinking  hirnfelf  obliged  to  go  out  thence  with  his  children,  it  was  her  duty  to  afTent; 
mid  that  flie  was  to  do  every  thing  to  render  his  going  out  fafe. 

J5.  Obferved,  that  fhe  never  concealed  for  a  moment  her  defire  of  defiroying  liberty; 
that  fhe  wanted  to  reign  at  any  rate,  and  re-afcend  the  throne  upon  the  corpfes  of  the 

patriots. A.  That   they  did  not  want  to  re-afcend  the  throne  ;  that  they  were  then 

upon  it ;  that  they  never  had  any  other  defire  but  the  happinefs  of  France. — Be  it  happy  ! 
. — be  it  but  happy  !   they  would  always  be  contented. 

.<e\  Reprefented,  that  if  fuch  had  been  her  fentiments,  fhe  would  have  ufed  her  in- 
fluence over  the  mind  of  her  brother,  to  induce  him  to  break  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  con- 
cluded between  'nm  and  William — a  treaty,  the  fole  end  of  which  has  been,  and  is,  to 
affbeiate  w'uli   all  the   powers  to  annihilate  that  liberty,  which  the  French  fliall  have  in 

defptte  of  that  coalition,    and  thoi'e  treafons. A.  That  fhe  only  knew  of  that  treaty 

after  it  had  been  concluded  .;  that  it  had  long  been  of  no  efre£t ;  that  it  ought  to  be  ob- 
■feivcd.    that  the  foreign  powers  were  not  the  firft  aggrefforsof  France. 

4>.  You 
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j^.  You  have  held  a  corr.cfponc!ence  with  the  ci-devant  French  princes  fince  their  quit- 
ting France,  and   with   the  emigrants;   you  have  confpired  with  them  againft  the  fafety 

of  the  Hate. A.   She  never  held  any   correfpondence  with   any  Frenchman   abroad; 

that,  with  refpeft  to  her  brothers,  fhe  might  poffibly  have  written  them  one  or  two  infignifi- 
cant  letters  ;  but  (lie  does  not  believe  fhe  has,  and  recollects  having  often  refufedto  do  fo. 

j9.  Does  fhe  recoiled  to  have  faid,  on  the  fourth  of  October,  1789,  that  fhe  was«en- 
chanted  with  the  day  of  the  firft  of  that  month,  a  day  remarkable  for  the  orgies  of  the 
gardes-du-corps  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders,  who,  in  the  moment  of  inebriety,  expref- 
fed  their  attachment  to  their  throne,  and  their   averfion  for  the  people,  trod  the  national 

cockade  under  foot,  and  put  on  the  white  cockade. A.   She  does  not  recollect  faying 

any  fuch  thing ;  but  that  it  is  poffible  fhe  may  have  faid,  that  fhe  was  touched  with  the 
firft  fentiment  that  animated  this  feftival;  that,  as  to  the  reft  of  the  queftion,  drunken- 
nefs  was  not  necefTary  to  make  the  gardes-du-corps  teftify  attachment  and  devotion  to 
perfons  in  whofe  fervice  they  were.  With  refpedt  to  the  affair  of  the  cockade,  if  it  ex- 
ifted,  it  could  only  be  the  error  of  a  few,  who  now  difapprove  it ;  but  that  it  was  impro- 
bable that  perfons  fo  attached  fhould  tread  under  foot,  and  wifh  to  change,  an  emblem 
which  the  king  himfelf  then  wore. 

j^.  What  intereft  did  fhe  take  in  the  fuccefsof  the  armies  of  the  Republic  ? A.  The 

happinefs  of  France  is  what  fhe  defires  above  all  things. 

2^j   Do  you  think  that  kings  are  necefTary  to  the  happinefs  of  the  people  ? A.  Aw 

individual  could  not  positively  decide  fuch  a  matter. 

J^.  You  regret,  without  doubt,   that  your  fon  has  loft  a  throne  which  he  might  have: 
afcended,  if  the  people,  at  length  enlightened  upon  their  true  rights,  had  not  themfelves 

crufhed  that  throne  ? A.  She  fhall  never  regret  any  thing  for  her  fon,  fo  long  as  her 

country  fhall  be  happy. 

j-9.  What  is  your  opinion   of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  when  the  Swifs,  by    order  of  the 

mafter  of  the  caftle  in  the  Thuilleries,  dared  to  fire  upon  the  people  ? A.  She  was  not  in 

thecaftle  when  they  began  to  fire;   fhe  only  knows  that  no  order  was  ever  given  to  fire. 

4J.  Have  you  not,  during  your  refidence  in  the  Temple,  been  exactly  informed  of  po- 
litical affairs  ;  and  have  you  not  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  Re- 
public,  by  means  of  fonae  municipal  officers  who  were  in  your  fervice,   or  by  fome  per- 

fon  introduced  by  them  into  your  habitation  ? A;    During  the  fourteen   months  fhe 

has  been  confined,  fhe  has  had  neither  news  nor  knowledge  of  any  political  affairs,  which 
it  was  impofiible  for  her  to  receive  ;  that,  fince  the  beginning  of  October,  pen,  paper,  and 
pencil,  had  been  taken  from  her;  that  fhe  has  never  addreffed  any  municipal  officer, 
which  there  i&  reafon  to  believe  would  have  been  ineffectual ;  and  that  fhe  has  feen  none 
others  than  them. 

j^>.  Your  anfwer  is  contradictory  to  the  declarations  made  by  the  perfons  who  dwelt  in 

the   fame  place. A.  Not  many  perfons  lived  in  the  Temple,  and  thofe  who  declare 

any  thing  of  the  kind  dare  not  prove  it. 

£>.  While  fhe  was  at  the  Conciergerie,   were  not  feveral  perfons  introduced  into  her 

apartment  ? 
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apartment  ?  Did  not  one  of  them  drop  a  carnation,  in  which  was  a  writing  ;  and  was  it 
not  fhe  who  took  up  this  carnation,  after  repeated   figns  had  been  made  to  her  by  the 

fame  perfon  ? A.  Different  perfons  entered  her  chamber,  but  always  accompanied  by 

the  adminiftrators  of  the  police  ;  flic  did  not  know  them  at  all ;  there  was  one  whom  fhe 
thought  fhe  recollected  :  it  is  true  a  carnation  was  dropped,  as  fhe  had  before  de- 
clared, but  that  fhe  paid  fo  little  attention  to  the  circumftances,  that,  but  for  the  figns, 
fhe  fhould  not  have  taken'it  up;  and  that  fhe  did  fo,  fearing  only  that  the  perfon  who 
threw  it  down  might  beexpofed  if  it  were  found. 

£K  Did  you  not  recoiled"!  this  perfon  as  having  been  at  the  caftle  of  the  Thuilleries  on 
the  twentieth  of  June ;  and  as  having  been  one  of  thofe  who  remained  with  you  on 
that  day  ? A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  not  .recollect  this  fame  perfon  to  have  been  at  the  Thuilleries  on  the  tenth 
of  Auguft? A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  her  name  ? — . — A.  No,  fhe  does  riot  recollect  having  ever  known  it. 

Q.  Obferved,  it  is  ftrange  that  you  fhould  not  know  her  name,  for  the  perfon  laid,  that 
you  had  rendered  her  great  fervices  ;  which  is  feldom  the  cafe  without  knowing  the  per- 
fon who  is  the  object  in  a  manner  more  or  lefs  particular.- A-  It  is  poffible,  that  thofe 

who  hai'e  rendered  fervices  may  forget  them,  and  that  thofe  who  have  received  them 
may  recollect  them. 

Q.  Has  fhe  replied  to  the  billet  found  in  the  carnation? A.  She  endeavoured  with 

a  pin  ;  not  with  a  view  to  anfwer  her,  but  to  engage  her  not  to  come  there,  in  cafe  fhe 
fhould  again  prefent  herfelf. 

0.  Did  fhe  make  a  particular  motion  at  the  time  this  perfon   prefented  herfelf  ? 

A.  Not  having  feen  any  known  face  for  thirteen  months,  fhe  was  a  little  ftartled  at  firft, 
from  the  idea  of  danger  incurred  by  coming  into  her  chamber;  afterwards  fhe  thought 
ihe  might  be  employed  fomewhere,  and  then  was  eafy.        • 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  two  laft  expreffions  ? A.  As  feveral  people  whom  fhe 

.did  not  know  came  to  her  with  the  adminiftrators,  fhe  thought  that  this  perfon  might  be 
employed  in  Jfome  place  at  the  fectionSj  or  elfewhere  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  did  not  run  any 
danger. 

Q.  Did  the  adminiftrators  of  the  police  often  bring  people  with   them?- A.  They 

were  almoft  always  accompanied  by  one,  two,  or  three  unknown  perfons. 

O.  Has   fhe  any  thing  to  add  upon  thefe  different  anfwers — has  fhe  no  counfel  ?— — •, 
A.  No:  becaufe  fhe  knows  not  any. 

<g.  Does  fhe  wifh  us  to  name  her  one  or  two  counfellors? A.  She  does. 

After  which  two  advocates  belonging  to  the  office  were  named :  they  are  the  citizens 
Troufon  Ducoudray,  and  Chauveau  Delagarde. 

On  the  following  day,  October  the  fifteenth,  the  examination  of  witneffes  commenced. 

The 
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The  firft  witnefs  called  was,  Laurent  le  Cointre,  formerly  chief  of  the  divifion  of  the 
national  guard  of  Verfailles,  and  at  prefent  a  member  of  the  National  Convention.  He 
related  the  occurrences  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  October  ;  and,  from  his  relation,  it  appear- 
ed that  the  ci-devant  gardes-du-corps,  or  life-guards,  were  the  firft  aggreflbrs.  Le  Cointre 
fpoke  alfo,  though  not  as  an  ocular  witnefs,  of  the  nocturnal  orgies  of  the  firft  of  Oc- 
tober, at  Verfailles,  by  the  late  king's  life-guards  in  the  hall  of  the  opera.  "  Marie  An- 
"  toinette," — faid  he — "  repaired  to  that  banquet ;  fhe  applauded  the  conduct  of  the 
*'  life-guards :    fhe  alfo  vifited  the   regiment  of  Naflau,  and   the  chafleurs  of  Trois 

"  Eveches,    who  were  quartered  in   the  orangerie  of  the  gardens  of  Verfailles." 

— Queen.  I  repaired,  I  muft  own,  with  my  hufband  and  his  children,  to  the  hall  of  the 
opera-houfe  ;  but  I  did  not  fee  that  the  national  cockade  was  trod  under  foot.  It  is  falfe 
that  I  ever  fpoke  to  the  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Naflau,  or  to  the  chafleurs  of  Trois 
Eveches. 

Prejident.  What  did  you  fay  to  the  life-guards  when  you  appeared  at  that  orgie  ? 

Queen.  I  applauded  that  banquet,  becaufe  it  was  to  have  produced  the  union  of  the  life- 
guards with  the  national  guards. 

Public  Acaifer.  Have  you  not  holden  fecret  councils  at  the  houfe  of  the  ci-devant 
duchefs  of  Polignac — councils  at  which  the  ci-devant  French  princes  aflifted,  and  in 
which,  after  having  difcufled  the  fate,  of  the  empire,  you  gave  yourfelf  up  to  the  infa- 
mous pleafures  of  debauchery  ? Queen,  All  ftate  affairs  were  difcufled  in  council,  and 

no  where  elfe.     I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  reft  of  this  aflertion. 

Public  Accufer.    Were    not  Thouret,  Barentin,  and  d'Efpremenil,  the  authors  of  the 

articles  of  the  declaration    of  the  twenty-third  of  June? Queen.  The  minifters  in 

place  alone  compofed  the  council  at  that  time. 

Judge.  Did  not  your  hufband  communicate  his  defigns  to  you,  when  he  inverted  the 

hall  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  with  troops? Queen.  My  hufband  repofed 

his  confidence  in  me  ;  he  communicated  to  me  the  fpeech  which  he  was  to  have  made  on 
that  occafion.     He  had,  in  other  refpetts,  no  bad  intentions. 

Judge.  Why  did  the  troops  of  the  line  invert  Paris  and  Verfailles  ? —Q\een.  For  the 

fake  of  general  fafety. 

Judge.  What  ufe  have  you  made  of  the  immenfe  fums  which  you  have  been  intrud- 
ed with?-- — -Queen.  No  immenfe  fum  has  been  intmrted  to  me  ;  the  accounts  of  my 
houfehold  will  prove  what  ufe  has  been  made  of  all  I  have  received. 

Judge.  How  did  the  family  of  the  Polignacs,  who  were  fo  poor  at  firfl,  grow  fo  rich  ? 
Queen.  That  family  held  offices  at  court  which  were  very  lucrative. 

Judge.  The  repaft  of  the  gardes-du-corps  having  taken   place  with  the  permiflion  of 

the  king,   you  muft  neceffarily  have  known   the  caufe  ? Queen.  It  was  Itated  that  it 

was  in  order  to  effedl  a  re-union  with  the  national  guard. 

Jean  Bapti/le  Lapierre,  adjutant-general  per  interim  of  the  fourth  divifion,  related  the 
fadts  relative  to  what  parted  in  the  ci-devant  chateau  of  the  ThuillerieS;  on  the  night  of 

5  S  '   the 
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the  twentieth  of  June,  1791,  when  the  deponent  was  upon  guard.  He  fiw,  during 
the  night,  a  gveat  number  of  perfons  whom  he  did  not  know,  continually  pn fling  and 
ic  parting  through  the  courts  of  the  palace.  » 

Prrfidcnt  to  the  Qjteen.   When  you  departed,  was  it  on  foot  or  in  a  carriage  ? A.   \V 

was  on  foot. 

J?.  By  what  paffage? A.  By  the  Caronfel. 

Roujftllod,  furgeon  and  cannoneer,  depofed,  that,  en  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  1792,  hav- 
ing entered  the  apartment  of  the  accufed,  in  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries,  which  fhe 
had  quitted  a  few  hours  before,  he  found  under  her  bed  a  quantity  of  bottles,  fome 
full,  others  empty,  which  gave  him  reafon  to  believe  that  fhe  had  given  drink,  either  to 
the  Swifs  officers,  or  to  the  knights  of  the  poignard,  who  filled  the  palace. 

Prejident  to  the  Queen.  Have  you  any  obfervation  to  make  in  oppofition  to  the  tefti- 

mony  of  the  witnefs? A.  I   had  quitted  the  palace,  and  do  not  know  what  paffed 

there. 

Q.  Did  you  give  money  to  fupply  the  Swifs  with  drink? A.   No. 

Q.  Did  not  you,  as  you  were  going  out,  fay  to  a  Swifs  officer,  "  Drink,  my  friend,  I 
"  recommend  myfelf  to  you  ?" A.   No. 

j9.  Where  did  you  pafs  the  night  between  the   ninth  and  tenth  of  Auguft,  of  which 

we  now  talk  ? A.   I  paffed  it  with   my  filler  Elizabeth  in  my  apartment,  and  did  not 

go  to  bed. 

js\  Why  did  you  net  go  to  bed? A.   Becaufe,  at  midnight,    we  heard  the  tocfin 

found  from  all  quarters,  and  were  informed  that  we  were  going  to  be  attacked. 

Q.  Was  it  not  in  your  apartment,  that  the  ci-devant  nobles  and  Swifs  officers,  who  were 
at  the  chateau,  affembled  ;  and  did  they  not  form  the  determination  to  fire  upon  the  peo- 
ple ? A.  Noperfon  entered  my  apartment. 

Q.  Had  you  not  been,  during  the  night,    in  queft  of  the  ci-devant  king? A.  I 

remained  in  his  apartment  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

j?>.  You  there  faw  all  the  knights  of  the  poignard,  and  the  etat-major  of  the  Swifs, 
who  were  there? A.  I  faw  a  great  number  of  perfons. 

j^>.  Were  you  not  prefent  with  the  king  at  the  review  which  he  made  in  the  garden? 
A.  No. 

4>.  Were  you  not  during  that  time  at  your  window  ? A.  No. 

Q.  Had  you  not  a  converfation  with  d'Affry,  in  which  you  demanded  of  him,  whether 
he  could  depend  upon  the  Swifs  to  fire  on  the  people  ;  and,  when  he  anfwered  in  the  ne- 
gative,  did  not  you  employ,  by  turns,  entreaties  and  menaces? A.  I  do  not  think 

that  I  faw  d'Affry  on  that  day. 

4>.  Did  you  afkhim  whether  the  Swifs  could  be  depended  upon  ? A.  I  never  fpoke 

to  him  on  the  fubjedt. 

#.  do 
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4>.  Do  you  deny,  then,  that  you  made  ufe  of  menaces? A-  I  never  did  make  ufe 

of  any. 

The  public  accufer  obferved,  that  d'Affry,  after  the  affair  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  was 
arretted  and  brought  before  the  tribunal  on  the  feventeenth  ;  and  that  he  was  fet  at  liberty, 
heeaufe  he  had  proved,  that  not  having  wifhed  to  take  any  fhare  in  what  was  going  on 
st  the  palace,  you  had  threatened  him,  which  had  compelled  him  to  quit  it. 

Jacques-Rene  Hebcrt,  fubftitute  of  the  procurenr  of  the  commune,  depofed,  that  as  a: 
member  of  the  commune  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  he  was  charged  with  different  impor- 
tant functions,  which  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to  be  convinced  of  the  confpiracy  of 
Antoinette,  particularly  one  day  in  the  Temple,  he  found  a  copy  of  the  Ritual   belong- 
ing to  her,in  which  was  one  of  the  counter-revolutionary  emblems,  reprefenting  an  in- 
flamed heart  pierced  with  an  arrow,  on  which  was  written,  "  Jefu,  rmferere  nobis."   Ano» 
ther  time  he  found  in  the  chamber  of  Elizabeth,  a  hat,  which  was  known  to  have  belong- 
ed to  Louis  Capet,     This  difcovery   left  him  no  room  to  doubt  that  there  were  among 
his  colleagues  fome  men  bafe  enough  to  degrade  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  be  the  fervants  of 
tyranny.      He  recollected  that  Toulan  had  one  day  entered  with  his  hat  into  the  Tem- 
ple, and  had  come  out  bare-headed,   faying   that  he  had  loft  it.     He  added,  that  Simon 
having  apprifed  him   that  he  had  fomething  important  to  communicate,   he  went  to  the 
Temple,  accompanied  by  the  mayor  and  procureur  of  the  commune  ;  they  there  receiv-- 
ed  a  declaration,  on  the  part  of  young  Capet,  to  this  purport :   That  at  the  period   of  the 
flight  of  Louis  Capet  to  Varennes,  La  Fayette  was  one  of  thofe  who  had  moft  contri- 
buted to  facilitate  it ;    that   they  had  with  this  view  fpent  the  night  in  the  palace  ;  that 
during  their  refidence   in  the  Temple,   the  prifoners  had  for  a  long  time  been  informed 
of  all  public  transitions-,  a  correfpondence  was  tranfmitted  to  themin  clothes  and  fhoes.  • 
Young  Capet  named  thirteen  perfons  as  being  concerned  in  carrying  on  this  correfpond- 
ence ;  that  one  of  them  having  fhut  him  up  with  his  fifter  in  a  turret  of  the  caftle,  he 
heard  his  mother  fay,   "  I  will  procure  you  the  means  of  being  informed  of  the -news,  by- 
44  fending  you  every  day  to  cry  near  the  tower,  Le  Journal  du  Soir." 

"To  the  Queen.  What  have  you  to  anfwer  to  the  depofition  of  the  witnefs  ? — — A.  T 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  which  Hebert  fpeaks ;  I  know  only  that  the  heart  he 
mentions  was  given  to  my  fon  by  his  frfter ;   with  refpect  to  the  hat,  it  was  a  prefent  to 
my  fifter  by  her  brother  while  alive. 

Q.  Did  not  citizen  Michonis  bring  along  with  him  into  the  prifon  an  individual,  who 
let  drop  a  pink,  in  which  wasenclofed  a  billet  ?- A.  The  fact  is  true. 

Q.   Who  was  the  man  who  delivered  to  you  this  billet  ? — Did  you  know  him  ?— What 

is  his  name? — What  were  the  contents  of  the  billet? — Did  you  anfwer  it? A.  His 

name  I  do  not  recollect. — The  contents  of  this  billet  were,  that  he  had  been  thrown 
into  prifon,  but  had  found  means  to  extricate  himfelf;  that  he  offered  me  money  ;  and 
that  he  would  return  the  Friday  following. — Ianfwered,  by  pricking  upon  a  paper  with 

a  pin. 
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a  pin,  that  my  guards  never  fuffered  me  to  be  out  of  their  fight,  fo  that  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  write  to,  or  communicate  with,  any  perfon. 

j9.  Why  were  you  ftartled  at  feeing  this  individual  ?  ■  A.  Becaufe  I  was  alarmed  at 
the  danger  which  he  ran  in  getting  into  my  prifon. 

■  The  tribunal  was  going  to  proceed  to  hear  another  witnefs,  when  one  of  the  jury  re- 
quefted  the  prefident  to  demand  of  the  accufed  to  anfwer  with  refpect  to  the  crimes,  the 

proof  of  which  refted  on  the  declarations  of  yoting  Capet. A.  I  remained  filent  on 

that  fubjec"t,  becaufe  nature  holds  all  fuch  crimes  in  abhorrence  ! — Then  turning  with  an 
animated  air  to  the  people,  fhe  added,  "  I  appeal  to  all  mothers  who  are  prefent  in  this 
**  auditory,  is  fuch  a  crime  poflible  ?" 

Abraham  Silly,  notary,  depofed,  that  being  on  duty  in  the  ci-devant  palace  of  the 
Thuilleries,  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth  of  June,  the  accufed  came  to  him  about  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  faid  that  (he  wifhed  to  walk  with  herfon  ;  that  he  charged 
the  Sieur  La  Roche  to  accompany  her ;  that  fome  time  after,  he  faw  La  Fayette  come 
five  or  fix  times  to  Gouvion  ;  that  the  latter,  about  ten  o'clock,  gave  orders  to  fhut  the 
gates,  except  that  looking  into  the  court  called  the  "  Court  of  the  ci-devant  princes  ;" 
that  in  the  morning  Gouvion  entered  the  apartment  where  the  deponent  was,  and  faid  to 
him,  rubbing  his  hands  with  an  air  of  feeming  fatisfacYion,  U  They  are  gone  •"  that  he  de- 
livered to  him  a  packet,  which  he  carried  to  the  conftituent  aflembly,  for  which  citizen 
Beauharnois,  the  prefident,  gave  him  a  receipt. 

Prefident.  At  what  hour  of  the  night  did  La  Fayette  quit  the  palace  ? Witnefs.  At 

midnight,  within  a  few  minutes. 

Prefident  to  the  ghieen.  At  what  hour  did  you  depart  ? A.  I  have  already  faid,  at 

three-quarters  pall  eleven. 

je>.  Did  you  depart  along  with  Louis  Capet  ? A.  No,  he  departed  before  me. 

4J.  How  did  he  depart  r A.  On  foot,  by  the  great  gate. 

£>.  And  your  children? A.  They  departed  an    hour  before  with  their  governefs ; 

they  waited  for  us  in  the  fquare  of  the  Petit  Caroufel. 

4j\  Who  were  the  perfons  along  with  you  ? A.  The  three  gardes-du-corps  who  ac- 
companied us,  and  who  returned  with  us  to  Paris, 

3\  How  were  they  drefied? A.  In  the  fame  manner  as  at  their  return. 

<$>.  And  how  were  you  dreflei]  ? A.  I  wore  the  fame  robe  as  at  my  return. 

g.  How    many   pedbns  were  there  apprifed  of  your  departure? A.  There  were 

only  the  three  gardes- du-corps,  at  Paris,  who  were  acquainted  with  it;  but  on  the  road 
Bouille  had  placed  troops  to  protect  our  departure. 

j^.  You  faid  that  jour  children  departed  an  hour  before  you,  and  that  the  ci- devant 
king  departed  alone  ;  who  then  accompanied  you? A.  One  of  the  gardes-du-corps. 

j^  Did  you  not  at  your  departure  meet  La  Fayette  ? A.  I  faw^  as  I  was  departing, 

his  carriage  paffing  along  the  Caroufel,  but  I  took  care  not  to  fpeak  to  him. 

£K   Why 
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4>.  Why  did  you  travel  under  the  name  of  a  Ruffian  baronefs  ?— — A.  Becaufe  it  was 
impoffible  in  any  other  way  to  get  out  of  Paris; 

j£.  Who  procured  you  the  paffport  ? A.  It  was  demanded  by  a  foreign  minifter. 

4\  Why  did  you  quit  Paris  ? A.  Becaufe  the  king  was  defirous  to  go  from  it. 

Pierre  Jofeph  TerraJJon,  employed  in  the  office  of  the  minifter  of  juftice,  depofed,  that 
upon  the  return  from  Varennes,  being  upon  the  fteps  of  the  ci-devant  palace  of  the 
Thuilleries,  he  faw  the  accufed  come  out  of  the  carriage  and  throw  upon  the  national 
guards  who  efcorted  her,  and  likewife  upon  the  other  citizens  who  were  in  her  way  as 
fhe  paffed  along,  a  mod  vindictive  glance ;  which  fuggefted  to  him,  the  deponent, 
the  idea  that  fhe  would  certainly  take  an  opportunity  of  revenge;  fome  time  after  the 
fcene  of  the  Champ-de-Mars  took  place.  He  added,  that  Duranthon,  who  was  mi- 
nifter of  juftice,  with  whom  he  had  been  intimately  acquainted  at  Bourdeaux,  as  they 
had  there  exercifed  together  the  fame  profeffion,  faid  to  him  that  the  accufed  oppofed  the 
king's  giving  his  fandtion  to  different  decrees,  but  that  he  had  reprefented  to  her  that  this 
affair  was  of  more  importance  than  fhe  thought,  and  that  it  was  even  of  the  utmoft  ur- 
gency that  thefe  decrees  fhould  be  fpeedily  fancYioned;  that  this  obfervation  made  an  im- 
preffion  upon  the  accufed,  upon  which  the  king  gave  his  fan&ion, 

Prejident  to  the  Queen.  Have  you  any  obfervations  to  make  on  the  evidence  of  the 
deponent? A.  I  have  only  to  fay,  that  I  never  affifted  at  the  council. 

Pierre  Manuel,  a  man  of  letters,  depofed,  that  he  knew  the  accufed,  but  never  had  any 
connexion  with  the  family  of  Capet,  except  when  he  was  procureur  of  the  commune; 
that  he  went  feveral  times  to  the  Temple,  to  carry  into  execution  the  decrees  ;  as  to  the 
reft,  he  never  had  any  particular  conversation  with  the  wife  of  the  ci-dcvant  king. 

Prejident  to  the  Wttnefs.  You  have  been  adminiftrator  of  police  ? Witnefs.  Yes. 

Prejident.  Have  you  any  details  to  give  with  refpeft  to  the  day  of  the  twentieth  of 

June  ? IVitneJs.  On  that  day  I  did  not  quit  my  poft,  as  the  people  might  have  been 

alarmed  at  not  finding  one  of  their  principal  magiftrates.  I  fpoke  with  different  citizens, 
but  difchnr>ed  no  municipal  function. 

Prejident.  Relate  what  came  within  your  knowledge,  with  refpect  to  what  paffed  in 

the  palace  in  the  night  between  the  ninth  and  tenth  of  Auguft? Witnejs.  I  did  not 

chufe  to  quit  the  poft  where  the  people  had  placed  me;  I  remained  all  night  at  the  bar  of 
the  commune. 

Prejident.    Do  you  know  that  the  mafter  of  the  palace  had  given  orders  to  fire  upon 

the  people? Witnefs.  I  knew  it  from  the  commandant  of  the  poft.     I  immediately  if- 

fued  orders  to  the  commandant-general  of  the  armed  force,  and  exprefsly  forbade  him  to 
fire  upon  the  people. 

Prejident.  How  happens  it  that  you,  who  have  juft  declared,  that  in  the  night  of  the 
ninth  of  Auguft  you  never  quitted  the  poft  where  the  people  had  placed  you,  have  fmce 

5  T  abandoned 
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abandoned  the  honourable  function  of  a  legiflator,  to  which  their  confidence  had   called 

you  ? Witnefs.  When  I  favv  difturbances  excited   in  the  bofom  of  the  Convention,  I 

retired  ;  I  thought  that  thus  I  fhould  ad  better. 

Pre/idcnt  to  the  Queen.    What  was  the  number  of  priefts  you  had  in  the  palace? . 

Queen.   We  had  none  about  our  perfons  but  the  priefts  who  faid  mafs. 

Prejidcnt.  Had  they  taken  the  oaths? Queen.  The  law  allowed  the  king  to  chufe 

whom  he  pleafed. 

Rene  Millot,  a  fervant  maid,  depofed,  that  having,  in  1788,  lived  as  fervant  on  the 
Great  Common  at  Verfailles,  fhe  afked  one  day  the  ci-devant  count  Coigny,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  good  humour,  "  Will  the  emperor  ftill  continue  to  wage  war  againft  the 
"  Turks  ?  Surely  that  mull  ruin  France,  on  account  of  the  immenfe  fums  the  qUeen 
"  fends  her  brother  for  that  purpofe,  which  muft  at  lead  amount  to  two  hundred  mil- 
*4  lions  ?" — "  Thou  art  right  enough," — anfwered  the  count — "  it  has  coft  already 
"  more  than  two  hundred  millions,  and  we  are  not  at  the  end  of  it  as  yet."; — I  know  fur- 
ther, fays  the  witnefs,  that  happening  to  be,  after  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1789,  in  a 
place  where  fome  guards  of  Artois,  and  fome  officers  of  huffars,  were  prefent,  I  heard 
the  former  fay,  at  the  time  the  mafTacre  of  the  French  guards  was  in  agitation,  everyone 
muft  be  at  his poftyand do  his  duty.  But  that  the  French  guards  having  been  informed  of 
the  bufinefs  intended  againft  them,  cried  out,  "  To  arms  /"  which  defeated  the  project 
entirely.  I  have  been  informed  by  divers  perfons,  that  the  prifoner  had  formed  a  plan 
to  affaffinate  the  duke  of  Orleans.  The  king  be i rig  acquainted  therewith,  ordered  her 
to  be  inftantly  fearched,  and  two  pijlols  were  found  on  her.     The  king,   in  confequence,. 

had  her  confined  a  prifoner  in  her  own  room  during  a  fortnight. Queen,  It  is  poffible 

I  might  have  received  an  order  from  my  hufband  to  remain  a  fortnight  in  my  apartment, 
but  it  was  not  for  a  cafe  fimilar  to  the  above.  « 

Witnefs.  I  know,  further,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  1789,  fome  ladies  of  the 

court  diftributed  white  cockades  to  divers  private  gentlemen  at  Verfailles. Queen.  I 

remember  having  heard  that,  one  or  two  days  after  the  feaft  of  the  body  guards,  fome  wo- 
men diftributed  thefe  cockades;  but  neither  I  nor  my  hufband  were  the  authors  of  fimi- 
lar diforders. 

Prejident.  What  fteps  did  you  purfue  to  punifh  thefe  women,  after  you  were  acquaint- 
ed with  this  circumftance  ? Queen.  None  at  all. 

Magdelaine  Rofey,  wife  of  Richard,  ci-devant  keeper  of  the  houfe  of  arreft  in  the  Con- 
ciergerie  of  the  palace,  depofes,  that  a  gen  d'arme,  named  Gilbert,  had  told  her,  that  the 
prifoner  had  received  a  hint  from  a  private  gentleman,  brought  there  by  Michonis,  admi- 
niftrator  of  police,  which  gentlemen  had  given  her  a  pink,  in  which  a  billet  was  con- 
cealed: that,  confidering  that  the  faid  gentleman  might  bring  her,  the  witnefs,  into 

trouble, 
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trouble,  fhe  acquainted  Michonis  thereof,  who  anfwered,  That  he  would  not  introduce 
any  other  perfons  to  the  widow  Capet. 

Marie  Devaux,  wife  of  Arell,  depofes,  that  having  been  with  the  prifoner  during 
forty-one  days  at  the  Conciergerie,  and  having  neither  heard  nor  feen  any  perfon,  except 
a  gentleman  coming  one  day  with  Michonis,  who  gave  the  prifoner  a  billet  folded  up  in  a 

pink  ;  that  fhe  faw  the  fame  gentleman  call  again  in  the  courfe  of  thr.t  day. gueen.  He 

came  twice  in  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Jean  Gilbert  depofed  to  the  fact  concerning  the  pink  ;  and  added,  that  the  accufed  com- 
plained to  them  (the  gens  d'armes)  of  the  victuals  given  to  her,  but  that  fhe  would  not 
complain  to  the  adminiftrators.  That,  on  this  account,  fhe  called  Michonis,  who  was  in 
the  women's  court  with  the  perfon  who  brought  the  pink  ;  that  Michonis  having  again 
gone  up  ftairs,  he  heard  the  accufed  fay  to  him,  "  I  fhall  not  then  fee  you  any  more." 
*'  O,  pardon  me," — replied  he — "  I  fhall  always  be  a  municipal  officer,  and,  in  that  qua- 
"  lity,  I  fhall  have  a  right  to  fee  you." 

Charles- Henri  d'E/laing,  formerly  a  naval  and  military  officer  in  the  fervice  of  France, 
declares,  that  he  has  known  the  accufed  ever  fince  fhe  came  to  France,  and  that  he  has 
even  reafon  to  complain  of  her  ;  but  that  he  will,  neverthelefs,  tell  the  truth,  which  is, 
that  he  has  nothing  to  fay  refpefting  the  facts  alledged  in  the  act  of  accufation. 

Prejident.  Did  you  know  that  Louis  Capet  and  his  family  were  to  leave  Verfailles  oil 
the  fifth  of  Odober  ? A.  No. 

£>^  Do  you  know,  that  the  horfes  were  put  to,  and  taken  away,  feveral  times  ? 

A.  Yes,  according  to  the  advice  which  the  court  received  ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
national  guard  would  not  have  fufFered  that  departure. 

£>.  Did  not  you  yourfelf  caufe  horfes  to  be  taken  out  that  day,  in  order  that  the  royal 
family  might  efcape  ? A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  carriages  were  flopped  at  the  gate  de  l'Orangerie  ? A.  Yes. 

£K  Were  you  that  day  at  the  palace  ? A.  Yes  ;   and  I  there  heard  the  counfellors 

of  the  court  tell  the  accufed,  that  the  people  of  Paris  were  coming  to  maflacre  her,  and 
that  it  was  necefTary  fhe  fhould  depart.  Upon  which  fhe  replied,  with  great  firmnefs, 
"  If  the  Parifians  come  hither  to  afTaffinate  me,  I  fhall  fall  at  the  feet  of  my  hufband, 
f*  but  I  will  not  betake  myfelf  to  flight." — — Queen.  That  is  true  :  they  wifhed  to  pre- 
vail on  me  to  depart  alone,  becaufe,  they  faid,  I  only  was  expofed  to  danger.  I  returned 
the  anfwer  mentioned  by  the  witnefs. 

j^.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  entertainments  given  to  the  ci-devant  gardes-du- 
corps  ? A.  Yes. 

4\  Do  you  know  that  they  then  cried  out  "  Vive  le  Roi  /"   and  "  Vive  la  Famillt 

"  Royale!" A.  Yes:  I  know  alfo  that  the  accufed  went  round  the  table,  leading  her 

fon  in  her  hand. 

5  t  2  r, 


7$8  SECOND     YEAR     OP  [1793* 

To  the  Queen.  Did  you  not  give  entertainments  alio  to  the  national  guards  of  Ver- 
faitlfs  on  their  return  from  Paris,  where  they  had  been  to  fetch  mufkets. A.  Yes. 

To  the  Witnefs.  Were  you,  on  the  fifth  of  Oclobcr,  in  your  quality  of  commandant- 
general,  at  the  head  of  the  national  guard  ? A.  I  was  then  at  the  municipality. 

5,  Was    it  not  to  obtain   an  order  to  accompany  Louis  Capet   in  his  retreat,  and  to 

bring  him  back  afterwards,  as  you  faid,   to   Vcrfailles  ? A.   When  I  faw  the  king 

refolved  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  the  national  guards  at  Paris,  and  that  the  acenfed  ap- 
peared even  in  the  balcony  of  the  king's  apartment  with  her  fon,  to  announce  to  the  peo- 
ple that  flie  was  going  to  let  out  with  the  king  and  his  family  to  Paris,  I  requefted  leave 

of  the  municipality  to  accompany  them  thither. The   queen  acknowledged  that  flie 

appeared  at  the  balcony,  to  announce  to  the  people  that  flie  was  going  to  fet  out  for  Paris. 

Antoine  Simon,  heretofore  a  fhoe-  maker,  employed  at  prefent  as  theinftru&or  of  Charles 
Louis  Capet,  fon  of  the  accufed,  declares,  that  he  has  known  Antoinette  fince  the  third 
of  Auguft  laft,  when  he  firft  mounted  guard  at  the  Temple. 

Prcjidcnt.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  intrigues  which  took  place  at  the  Temple 
while  the  accufed  was  there  ? A.  Yes. 

Q_    Who  are  the  adminiftrators   who  were    in    intelligence  with  her? A.  Little 

Capet  declared  to  me,  that  Toulan,  Petian,  La  Fayette,  Le  Pitre,  Bouguot,  Michonis, 
Vincent,  Manuel,  Le  Beuf,  Jobert,  and  Dange,  were  the  perfons  for  whom  his  mother 
had  the  greateft  predilection  ;  and  that  the  latter  had  taken  him  in  his  arms,  and  faid  to 
him,  in  the  prefence  of  his  mother,    "  I  fincerely  wifli   that  you  were  in  the  place  of 

"  your  father." 2>uecn.  I  have  feen  my  fon  play  at  quoits  in  the  garden  with  Dange; 

but  I  never  faw  the  latter  take  him  in  his  arms. 

i£.  Do  you  know  that  little  Capet  was  treated  as  a  king,  efpecially  when  at  table  ?— 
— A.  1  know  his  mother  and  aunt  gave  precedency  to  him  at  table. 

To  the  S>ueen.  Have  you  written  to  Polignac  fince  your  imprifonment  ? A.  No. 

i*.  Have  you  not  figned  orders  for  receiving  money  from  the  treafurer  of  the  civil 
lift? J.  No. 

Francois  Tiffet,  merchant,  rue,  de  la  Barillerie,  employed  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
1792,  in  the  committee  of  fafety  of  the  municipality,  depofes,  that,  having  been  charg- 
ed with  a  million  to  the  houfe  of  Septeuil,  treafurer  of  the  ci-devant  civil  lift,  he  was  ac- 
companied by  the  armed  force  of  the  fecTion  de  la  Place  Vendome  ;  that  he  could  not 
feize  the  perfon  of  Septeuil,  but  that  among  Septeuil's  papers  were  found  two  orders  for 
the  fum  of  eighty  thoufand  livres,  figned  "  Marie  Antoinette,"  and  a  note  for  two  mil- 
lions, figned  "  Louis,"  and  payable  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  livres 
per  month,  at  the  houfe  of  La  Porte,  of  Hambourg;  and  that  there  were  found  alfo  a 
great  number  of  notes  of  feveral  payments  made  to  Favras  and  others ;  a  receipt,  figned 
"  Bouille,"  for  the  fum  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres,  and  another  of  two  hundred 

thoufand 
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fhoufand  livres ;  which  papers  were  all  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  commiflion  of 
twenty-four,  which  is  at  prefent  diflblved. 

Queen.  I  defire   that  the   witnefs  will   mention  the  dates  of  the  orders  of  which  he 

fpeaks  ? /Vitnefs.  One  of  them  was  dated  the  tenth  of  Auguft,    1792.     The  date  of 

the  other  I  do  not  recollect. Queen.    I  never  gave  fuch  orders,  and  how  could  I  give> 

any  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  when  we  went  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  ? 

Prejident  to  the  Queen.  Did  vou  not  that   day,  when  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe,  in 

the  legiflative  affembly,  receive  money  from  thofe  who  were  around  you  ? A.  It  was 

not  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe,  but  during  the  three  days  we  remained  at  the  Feuil- 
lans,  that  being  without  money,  as  we  had  not  carried  any  with  us,  we  accepted  that: 
which  was  offered  to  us. 

Q^  How   much  did  you  receive  ? A.  Twenty-five  Louis  d'ors,  the  fame  which. 

were  found  in  my  pockets  when  I  was  conducted  from  the  Temple  to  the  Conciergerie :  • 
confidering  this  debt  as  facred,  I  kept  them  untouched,  in  order  that  I  might  return  them" 
to  the  perfon  from  whom  I  received  them,  in  cafe  P  fhould  fee  her. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  that  perfon  ? A.  Dame  Auguel. 

Jean-Frederic  Latour  du  Pin,  an  officer,  and  ex-minifter  at  war,  depofes,  that  he  knows 
the  accufed,  but  declares  that  he  is  acquainted  with  none  of  the  facts  fet  forth  in  the  act 
of  accufation. 

Prejident.  Were  you  minifter  on  the  firft  of  October,  17&9? A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  affift  at  the  council  of  the  ci-devant  king  on  the  fifth  of  October,  1789  ? 
A.  Yes. 

£K  Do  you  know  that  on  that  day  the  royal  family  intended  to  fet  out  for  Rambou-il- 
let,  in  order  to  proceed  afterwards  to  Metz? A.  I  know  that  on  that  day  it  was  de- 
bated in  the  council  whether  the  king  fhould  fet  out  or  not. 

4>.  On  what  grounds  did  they  defend  that  departure  ? A.  On  the  crowd  of  people 

who  had  come  from  Paris  to  Verfailles,  and  thofe  who  were  £1111  expected,  and  who,  it 
was  faid,  wifhed  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  accufed. 

j^.  What  was  the  refult  of  the  deliberation?—.^.  That  the  royal  family  fhould- 
remain. 

j^.   Where  did  they  propofe  to  go  ? A.  To  Rambouillet. 

Q^  You  fay  the  court  intended  to  go  to  Rambouillet  ;  was  it  not  rather  to  Meta  ? — 
— A.  No. 

Q^  In  your  quality- of  minifter,  did  you  not  caufe  carriages  to  be  prepared,  and  did  you  not 
order  piquets  of  troops  on  the  road  to  protect  the  departure  of  Louis  Capet? A.  No, 

Q.  Was  it  by  order  of  Antoinette  that  you  fent  your  fon  to  Nancy  to  direct  the  maf- 
facre  of  the  brave  foldiers  who  had  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  court,  by  fhewing  them- 
felves  patriots  ?— ~w<f.  I  fent  my  fon  to  Nancy  only  to  execute  the  decrees  of  the  Na- 
tional- 
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tional  AfTcmbly.     I  did  not  act,  therefore,  by  order  of  the  court,  but  becaufe  it  was  then 
the  will  of  the  people. 

%.   Was  it  by  the  orders  pf  Antoinette  that  you  left  the  army  in  that  {late  in  which 

it  was  found  ? -A.  J  certainly  do   not  think  myfelf  liable  to  reproach  on  that  fubject, 

as  the  French  army,  at  the  time  I  quitted  the  miniftry,  was  on  a  refpe&able  footing. 

4\  Did  not  the  accufed,  at  the  time  of  your  miniftry,  engage  you  to  give  her  an  ex- 
act ftate  of  the  French  army  ? A.  Yes, 

j^.  Did  file  tell  you  what  ufe  fhe  meant  to  make  of  it? A.  No. 

Prejident  to  the  %ueen.  When  you  afked  of  the  witnefs  a  ftate  of  the  French  army, 

was  it  not  in  order  to  tranfmit  it  to  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  ? A.  As  the 

ftate  of  the  French  army  was  well  known,  I  had  no  occafion  to  tranfmit  an  account  of  it 
to  him,  as  he  could  be  fufficiently  informed  of  it  from  the  public  papers. 

£.  For   what   reafon  then  did  you  afk  that  ftate  ? A.  As  it  was  reported  that  the 

AfTcmbly  wifhed  to  make  changes  in  the  army,  I  was  defirous  to  know  what  regiments 
were  to  be  difbanded. 

4>.  Did  you  not  abufe  the  influence  you  had  over  your  hufband,  to  give  orders  for 
drawing  on  the  public  treafury  ? A.  Never. 

G>.  Where  then  did  you  receive  that  money  with  which  you  caufed  to  be  built  and 
furnifhed  Le  Petit  Trianon,  where  you  gave  entertainments,  of  which  you  were  always 
the  godckfs  ? A.  From  funds  deftined  for  that  purpofe. 

e>.  Was  it  not  at  Le  Petit  Trianon  that  you  were  firft  acquainted  with  the  woman 
La  Motte  ?— -. — A.  I  never  faw  her  ? 

Q.  Was  flie  not  your  victim,  in  the  famous  affair  of  the  necklace  ?  ■  A,  She  could 
not  be  fo,  becaufe  I  did  not  know  her. 

4>.  You  perfift,  then,  to  deny  that  you  knew  her?  ■  A.  My  plan  is  not  to  deny  ;  I 
have  told  the  truth,  and  will  perfift  to  tell  it. 

4\  Did  not  you  appoint  minifters,  and  perfons  to  fill  all  places,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary ?  Had  you  not  a  lift  of  perfons  whom  you  wifhed  to  put  into  place  ?  Did  you  not 
compel  different  minifters  to  admit  into  vacant  places  the  perfons  whom  you  marked  out  ? 
Did  you  not  force  the  minifters  of  the  finances  to  give  you  money,  and  did  you  not 
■threaten  thofe  who  refufed  you? A.  No,  never. 

'Jean  Bapti/lc  Olivier  Garnerin,  ci-devant  fecretary  of  the  commiflion  of  twenty-four, 
depofed,  that  having  been  to  number  and  arrange  the  papers  found  at  the  houfe  of  Sep- 
teuil,  he  faw  among  them  an  order  for  about  eighty  thoufand  livres,  figned  "  Antoinette," 
in  favour  of  the  ci-devant  Polignac,  with  a  note  reflecting  Lazaille,  and  another  paper 
which  attefted,  that  the  accufed  had  fold  her  diamonds,  to  tranfmit  the  produce  of  them 
to  the  French  emigrants.  The  deponent  obferved,  that,  he  then  delivered  all  the  faid 
papers  into  the  hands  of  Valaze,  member  of  the  commiflion  charged  to  draw  up  the  ac?c 
of  accufation  againft  Louis  Capet ;  but  that  the  deponent  learned,  not  without  aftonifh- 

ment, 
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ment,  that  Valaze,  in  the  report  which  he  made  to  the  National  Convention,  did  not 
fpeak  of  the  papers  figned  "  Marie  Antoinette." 

Prefident  to  the  Queen.  Have  you  any  obfervations  to  make  on  the  deposition  of  the 
witnefs  ? A.  I  perfift  in  faying  that  I  never  gave  any  fuch  orders. 

Q_.  Do  you  know  the  above-named  Lazaille  ? A.  Yes,  I  know  him  to  he  an  offi- 
cer of  the  marine,  and  have  feen  him  at  court  at  Verfailles,  as  I  faw  others. 

The  witnefs  Tiffet  requefted  the  prefident  to  call  upon  citizen  Gamerin,  to  declare,  if 
he  alfo  did  not  recollect  to  have  feen  among  the  papers  found  at  the  houfe  of  Septeuil, 
invoices  of  purchafes  in  fugar,  coffee,  corn,  &c.  &c.  amounting  to  the  fum  of  two  "mil- 
lions, fifteen    thoufand   livres  of  which  had  been  already  paid  ;  and  if  he  did  not  alfo 

know  that  their  invoices,  fome  days  after,  were  not  to  be  found Gamerin.  I  have  no 

knowledge  of  that  fact;  I,  however,    know,  that  throughout  all  France  there  were  peo- 
ple charged  with  commiflions  to  buy  up  large  quantities  of  provifions  by  foreftalling,  it*- 
order  to  raife  the  price  of  them,  that  by  thefe  means  the  people  might  be  difgufted  with 
the  revolution  and  liberty,  and  induced  to  call  again  for  their  chains. 

To  the  Queen.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  immenfe  purchafes,  by  foreftalling  the  mod 
neceflary  articles  of  provifion,  made  by  order  of  the  court  to  ftarve  the  people,  and  to 
force  them  to  demand  back  the  ancient  order  of  things,  fo  favourable  to  tyrants  and  their 

infamous  agents,  who  have  kept  them  under  the  yoke  for  fourteen  centuries  ? Queen.  I 

do  not  know  that  there  were  any  purchafes  by  foreftalling. 

Charles  Eleoncre  Dufriche-Valaze,  proprietor,  ci-devant  deputy  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, depofed,  that  among  the  papers  found  at  the  houfe  of  Septeuil,  and  which  ferved 
with  others  for  drawing  up  the  act  of  accufation  againft  Louis  Capet,  and  in  the  framing 
of  which  he  aflifted  as  a  member  of  the  commiflion  of  twenty-one,  he  obferved  two 
which  related  to  the  accufed.  The  firft  was  an  order,  or  rather  receipt,  figned  by  her  for 
the  fum  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  livres,  as  far  as  he  could  recollect.  The  other 
was  a  letter,  in  which  the  minifter  requefted  the  king  to  communicate  to  Marie  An- 
toinette the  plan  of  the  campaign,  which  he  had  the  honour  to  prefent  to  him. 

To  the  Queen.  What  have  you  to  anfwer  to  the  depofition  of  the  witnefs  ?  •  Queen.  I 
know  nothing  of  either  the  order  or  letter  to  which  he  alludes. 

Public  Accufer.  It  appears,  you  find,  from  the  declaration  of  the  witnefs,  that  minif- 
ters  were  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  influence  which  you  had  over  Louis  Capet,  that 
one  of  them  requefted  him  to  communicate  to  you  the  plan  of  the  campaign  prefented  to 
him  fome  days  before,  from  which   it  follows,    that  you  took  advantage  of  his  weaknefs 

to  caufe  him  to  execute  bad  meafures. Queen.  1  never  knew  in  him  that  weaknefs  of 

which  you  fpeak.  I 

Prefident.  Do  you  equally  perfift  in  faying,  that  Bailly  and  La  Fayette  were  not  con- 
cerned in  your  flight,  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-firft  of  June,  1 7 9 1  ? 
— — A.  Yes. 

Q  IihalL 
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J3>.  I  fhall  obferve  to  you,  that  in  thofe  fa£ts  you  are  contradi&ed  by  the  declaration 

of  your  fon? A.  It  is  eafy  to  make  a  child,  only  eight  years  old,  fay  any  thing  that 

one  wifhes.     I  deny  the  fact. 

John  Baptifte  Michonls,  keeper  of  a  cofFee-houfe,  member  of  the  commons  of  the 
tenth  of  Augufr,  1792,  and  administrator  of  the  police,  depofes  that  he  knows  the  pri- 
fbner,  for  having,  in  company  with  his  colleagues,  affifted  in  conveying  her,  on  the  fe- 
.cond  of  Auguft  laft,  from  the  Temple  to  the  Conciergerie. 

Prcjident  to  the  Witnefs.  Did  you  not  procure  for  fomebody  admiffion  to  the  prifoner's 

chamber,  fince  fhe  has  been  in  this  prifon  ? A.  Pardon  me;  I  procured  it  for  one  Gi- 

roux,  who  keeps  an  academy  in  the  fuburbs,  a  painter,  and  to  another  of  my  friends. 

Q.  You  have,  no  doubt,  procured  admiffion  for  other  perfons? A.  This  isthefacT:, 

for  I  fhould  tell  here,  and  will  tell,  the  whole  truth  :  On  Saint  Peter's  day,  dining  at  the 
houfe  of  a  Mr.  Fontaine,  where  there  was  good  company,  particularly  three  or  four 
members  of  the  Convention ;  among'  others  was  madame  Tilleul,  who  invited  citizen 
Fontaine  to  dinner  at  her  country-houfe  at  Vangirard,  on  Mary  Magdalen's  day,  adding, 
"  Citizen  Michonis  will  not  be  one  too  many."  Having  afked  her  how  fhe  could  know 
me,  fhe  replied  fhe  had  feen  me  at  the  manfion-houfe,  where  bufinefs  had  carried  her."— 
On  the  appointed  day  I  went  to  Vangirard,  and  found  a  numerous  party:  after  dinner,  the 
converfation  was  on  the  fubjeft  of  prifons  ;  the  Conciergerie  was  mentioned — fome  one 
faid,  "  The  widow  Capet  is  there:  it  is  faid  fhe  is  much  changed ;  that  her  hair  is  be- 
**  come  entirely  white."  I  anfwered,  That  in  fa£r,  her  hair  was  getting  grey,  but  that 
ihe  was  in  good  health.  A  citizen  who  was  there  expreffed  a  defire  to  fee  her ;  I  pro- 
jnifed  to  gratify  him  in  that  refpecl:,  and  did  fo  ;  on  the  enfuing  day,  La  Richard,  the 
gaoler's  wife, faid  to  me,  "Do  you  know  the  perfon  whom  you  brought  here  yefterday  ?" 
Having  anfwered,  "That  I  did  not  know  him  any  other  way  than  having  feen  him  at 
one  of  my  acquaintance's.  "  Well," — faid  fhe — "  it  is  reported  he  was  a  knight  of 
"  Saint  Louis,"  giving  me  at  the  fame  time  a  fmall  flip  of  paper,  written,  or  at  leaft 
pricked,  with  the  point  of  a  pin  :  I  then  anfwered  her,  I  fwear  to  you,  that  I  never  fhall 
in  future  bring  any  one  here. 

Prcjident  to  the  Witnefs.  'Did  you  not  inform  the  prifoner,  that  your  functions  were  at 
an  end  at  the  commons  of  Paris  ? A.  Yes;  I  held  that  difcourfe. 

4>.  What  did  the  prifoner  anfwer   you  ? A.  She  faid  to  me,    "  We  fhall  then  fee 

"  you  no  more."  I  anfwered,  Madame,  I  remain  a  municipal  officer,  and  can  fee  you 
from  time  to  time. 

j9.  What  did  he  promife  you,  or  give  you,  in  order  to  have  the  fatisfacYion  of  feeing 
Antoinette? A.  I  never  received  any  reward. 

i^.  While  he  was  in  the  prifoner's  chamber,  did  you  not  fee  him  make  a  fign  ? 

A.  No. 


Dedier 
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Dedler  Jourdkeuil,  ferjeant,  depofed,  that,  in  the  month  of  September,  1792,  he  found 
a  ftrmg  of  papers  in  the  houfe  of  d'Affry,  in  which  was  a  letter  from  Antoinette,  that 
contained  thefe  words — "Can  we  truft  the  Swifs?  Will  they  be  firm  when  it  may  be 
**  neceffary  ?" £hteen.  I  never  wrote  to  d'Affry. 

The  Public  Accufer  obferved,  that  laft  year,  being  director  of  the  jury  of  accufation 
near  the  tribunal  of  the  feventeenth  of  Auguft,  he  was  intruded  with  the  drawing  up  of 
the  procefs  againft  d'Affry  and  Cuzotte;  that  he  perfectly  well  recollects  having  feen 
the  letter  of  which  the  witnefs  fpeaks. 

Prejident.  On  your  marriage  with  Louis  Capet,  did  you  not  conceive  the  project  of 
re-uniting  Lorraine  to  Auftria  ? A.  No. 

J^.   After  the  affair  of  Nancy,  did  you  not   write  to  Bouille,  to  congratulate  him  on 

his   having  maffacred    feven  or  eight  thoufand  patriots  in  that  town  ? A.  1  never 

wrote  to  him. 

£h  Did  you  not  employ  yourfelf  in  founding  the  opinion  of  the  departments,  dif- 
tri<5ts,  and  municipalities  ? A.   No. 

The  public  accufer  obferved  to  the  prifoner,  that  there  was  found  upon  her  fecretary 
a  paper,  which  attefts  that  fact  in  the  moft  precife  manner,  and  in  which  were  found  in- 
scribed the  names  of  Vaublanc  and  Jancourt  —The  faid  paper  being  read, the  queen  perfifi- 
ed  in  faying,  that  fhe  did  not  recollect  that  (he  had  ever  written  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

j^.  Why  did  you,  who  had  promifed  to  bring  up  your  childien  in  the  principles  of  the 
revolution,  teach  them  nothing  but  errors;  in  treating,  for  inflance,  your  fon  with  a  re- 
fpect  which  might  make  it  believed  that  you  thought  of  feeing  him  one  day  the  fuc~ 

ceffor  of  the  ci-devant  king,   his  father? A.   He  was  too  young  to  fpeak  to  on  that 

fubjedt.     I  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  table,  to  give  him  myfelf  what  he  wanted. 

j^.   Have  you  any  thing  to  add  to  your  defence? A.    Yeflerday  I  did  not  know  the 

witneffes  :  I  knew  not  what  they  were  to  depofe  againft  me  ;  and  nobody  has  produced 
againft  me  any  pofitive  fact.  1  conclude  by  oblerving,  that  I  was  only  the  wife  of 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  and  it  was  requitite  in  me  to  conform  myfelf  to  his  will. 

The  prefident  announced,  that  the  interrogatories  were  clofed. 

The  public  accufer  now  fpoke  :  he  reminded  the  jury  of  the  flagitious  conduct  of  the 
late  French  court — of  its  conftant  machinations  againft  liberty,  which  it  hated,  and  the 
deftrudtion  of  which  it  fought  to  encompafs  at  any  rate  ;  its  efforts  to  kindle  civil  war, 
in  order  to  turn  the  refult  to  its  own  advantage,  by  appropriating  to  itfelf  this  Machia- 
velian  maxim,  Divide  to  rule!  Its  criminal  and  culpable  connections  with  the  foreign 
powers  with  whom  the  republic  is  at  open  war;  its  habits  of  intimacy  with  a  villainous 
faction,  which  was  devoted  to  it,  and  feconded  its  defigns,  by  exciting  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Convention  animofities  aud  diffention  ;  by  employing  all  pofliblc  means  to  ruin 
Paris,  and  arming  the  departments  againft  that  city  ;  and  by  inceflantly  calumniating 
the  generous  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  the  mother  and  preferver  of  liberty  ;  the  maffacres 
nerr-etrated  by  the  orders  of  that  corrupted  court  in  the  principal  towns  of  France,  particu- 

5   U  laily 
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l.uly  at  Montauban,  Ni  fines,  Aries,  Nancy,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  &c.  &c.  He  confi- 
Jered  Marie  Antoinette  the  avowed  enemy  of  the  French  nation  ;  as  the  principal  infti- 
gatrix of  the  troubles  which  had  taken  place  in  France  for  thefe  four  years  part,  and  in 
which  thoufands  of  Frenchmen  fell  victims. 

Chauvcau,  and  Troufon  Ducoudray,  officially  appointed  by  the  tribunal  to  defend  An- 
toinette, acquitted  themfelves  of  that  duty,  and  (olicited  the  clemency  of  the  jurors. 
They  were  heard  with  the  moft  profound  filence. — The  queen  was  then  taken  out  of 
the   hall. 

Herman,  prefident  of  the  tribunal,  fummed  up  the  evidence  in  the  following  manner: 
— "  Citizens  of  the  jury,  the  French  nation,  by  its  organ,  the  public  accufer,  has  ac- 
"  cufed  before  the  national  jury,  Marie  Antoinette  of  Auftria,  widow  of  Louis  Capet,  of 
44  having  been  the  accomplice,  or  rather  inftigatrix,  of  moft  of  the  crimes  of  which  the  laft 
44  tyrant  of  France  was  found  guilty — of  having  herfelf  kept  up  a  fecret  underftanding 
44  with  powerful  foreign  nations,  efpecially  with  the  king  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary, 
44  her  brother;  with  the  ci-devant  emigrant  French  princes,  and  traitorous  generals ; 
44  with  having  furnifhed  the  enemies  of  the  republic  with  fupplies  of  money,  and  of 
44  having  confpired  with  them  againft  the  external  and  internal  fecurity  of  the  flare. 

44  This  trial,  citizens  of  the  jury,  is  not  one  of  thofe  where  a  angle  fact,  a  fingle 
44  crime,  is  fubmitted  to  your  confeience  and  your  knowledge.  You  have  to  judge  all 
44  the  political  life  of  the  accufed,  ever  fince  fhe  came  to  fit  by  the  fide  of  the  laft  king 
tl  of  the  French ;  but  you  muft,  above  all,  fix  your  deliberation  upon  the  manoeuvres 
44  which  fhe  employed  to  deftroy  rifing  liberty,  either  from  within  the  kingdom,  by  her 
44  clofe  connexions  with  infamous  minifters,  perfidious  generals,  and  faithlefs  reprefenta- 
44  tives  of  the  people  ;  or  from  without  the  kingdom,  by  caufing  the  negotiation  of  that 
"  monftrous  coalition  of  the  defpots  of  Europe,  which  hiftory  holds  up  to  ridicule  for 
44  impotence — in  fhort,  by  her  correfpondence  with  the  ci-devant  emigrant  French 
44  princes,  and  their  worthy  agents. 

44  The  material  proof  refts  in  the  papers  feized  in  the  abode  of  Louis  Capet,  enume- 
44  rated  in  the  report  made  to  the  National  Convention,  by  Gohier,  one  of  its  members, 
44  in  the  collection  of  the  juftificatory  pieces  of  the  act  of  accufation  pafTed  againft 
44  Louis  Capet  by  the  Convention  ;  laftly  and  chiefly,  citizens  of  the  jury,  in  the  poli- 
44  tical  events  of  which  you  have  all  been  witneffes  and  judges.  If  the  fatellites  of 
44  Auftrian  defpotifm  have  broke  in  for  a  moment  on  our  frontiers,  and  if  they  have  there 
44  committed  atrocities,  of  which  the  hiftory  of  even  barbarous  nations  does  not  furnifh 
44  a  parallel  example — if  our  ports,  our  plains,  and  our  cities,  are  fold  or  given  up,  is  it 
44  not  evidently  the  refult  of  the  manoeuvres  planned  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  of  which 
,'*  Marie  Antoinette  was  at  once  the  inftigatrix  and  the  moving  principle  ?  Thefe,  citi- 

"  zens 
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«'  zens  jurors,   are  the  public   events  which  form  the  mafs  of  proof  that  overwhelms 
"  Marie  Antoinette. 

"  All  the  other  details,  given  either  as  a  hiflory  of  the  Revolution,  or  in  the  pro- 
*'  ceedings  againft  certain  notorious  perfonages,  and  fome  treacherous  public  funiSliona- 
"  ries,  vanifh  before  the  charge  of  high  treafon,  which  weighs  heavily  upon  Antoinette 
**.  of  Auftria,  widow  of  the  ci-devant  king.  There  is  one  general  obfervation  to  be  at- 
"  tended  to — namely,  that  the  accufed  has  owned  that  me  had  the  confidence  of  Louis 
**  Capet.  It  is  evident,  too,  from  the  declaration  of  Valaze,  that  Antoinette  was  con- 
"  fulted  in  political  affairs,  fince  the  late  king  was  defirous  that  flie  fhould  be  confulted 
"  upon  fome  plan  of  which  the  witnefs  could  not  tell  the  object.  One  of  the  wit- 
"  neffes,  whofe  precifion  and  ingenuity  are  remarkable,  has  informed  you  that  the  late 
"  duke  of  Coigny  had  told  her,  in  1788,  that  Antoinette  had  fent  the  emperor,  her 
"  brother,  two  hundred  millions,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  war  which  he  then  waged 
"  againft  the  Turks.  Since  the  Revolution,  a  bill  of  between  fixty  and  eighty  thou- 
"  fand  livres,  figned  "  Antoinette,"  and  drawn  upon  Septeuil,  has  been  given  to  the  wo- 
«'  man  Polignac,  then  an  emigrant ;  and  a  letter  from  La  Porte  recommended  it  to  Sep- 
M  teuil,  not  to  leave  behind  the  leaft  trace  of  that  gift.  After  the  tyrant's  death,  An- 
"  toinette  obferved  in  the  Temple,  with  regard  to  her  fon,  all  the  etiquette  of  the 
"  ancient  court.  The  fon  of  Capet  was  treated  as  a  king  :  in  all  domeftic  occurrences 
"  he  had  the  precedence  before  his  mother;  at  table  he  fet  at  the  upper  end,  and  was 
*«  ferved  firft.  I  fhall  forbear,  citizens  of  the  jury,  to  mention  here  the  interview  of 
**  the  chevalier  de  Saint  Louis;  of  the  carnation  flower  left  in  the  apartment  of  the  zc- 
**  cufed;  of  the  pricked  paper  given,  or  rather  prepared,  for  an  anfwer.  This  incident 
"  is  a  mere  gaol  intrigue. — I  conclude  by  a  general  reflection,  which  I  have  already  had 
"  an  opportunity  of  prefenting  :  it  is  the  French  nation  which  accufes  Antoinette;  all 
**  the  political  events  prove  evidence  againft  her. 

*'  The  queftions  which  the  tribunal  has  determined  to  fubmit  to  you  are  : — 

"  1.  Is  it  proved,  that  there  exifted  machinations  and  private  intelligences  with  power- 
•*  ful  foreign  ftates,  and  other  external  enemies  of  the  Republic  ;  fuch  machinations  and 
"  intelligences  tending  tofurnifh  fuccours  in  money,  and  to  give  them  ingrefs  into  the 
*'  French  territory,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating  the  progrefs  of  their  arms? 

"  2.  Is  Marie  Antoinette  convidted  of  having  co-operated  with  thofe  machina- 
14  tions,  and  of  having  entertained  thofe  intelligences? 

**  3.  Is  it  proved  that  there  exifted  a  plot  or  confpiracy  to  light  up  a  civil  war  in  the 
"  heart  of  the  Republic  ? 

"  4.  Is  Marie  Antoinette  convicted  of  having  had  a  fhare  in  that  plot,  and  that 
*'  confpiracy  ?" 

The 
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The  jury,  after  having  deliberated  about  an  hour,  returned  into  the  hall,  and  gave  a 
verdict,  affirming  all  the  charges  fabmitted  to  them. — The  queen  was  again  brought  in. 

Prcfidcttt.  "  Antoinette,  hear  the  fentence  of  the  jury  ;"  which  was  then  read.  "You 
««  have  heard  the  queftions  of  the  public  accufer."  Fouquier  then  demanded  that  the 
accufed  fhould  be  condemned  to  die,  conformable  to  the  firft  article  of  the  fecond  part 
of  the  penal  code.  The  prefident  then  called  upon  the  queen  to  declare,  whether  fhe 
had  any  objection  to  make  to  the  fentence  of  the  laws,  demanded  by  the  public  accufer? 
Antoinette  bowed  her  head  in  token  of  negative. 

Upon  the  fame  demand  being  made  of  her  defenders,  Troufon  faid,  "  Citizen  prcfi- 
"  dent,  the  declaration  of  the  jury  being  precife,  and  the  law  formal  in  this  refpedt,  I 
"  announce  that  my  profeffional  duty  with  regard  to  the  widow  Capet  is  terminated30." 

The  prefident  gathered  the  fuffrages  of  his  colleagues,  and  pronounced  the  following 
fentence  : — *<  The  tribunal,  after  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  jury,  in  conformity 
'*  to  the  law,  condemns  the  faid  Marie  Antoinette,  widow  of  Louis  Capet,  to  the  penal- 
**  ty  of  DEATH,  her  goods  confifented  for  the  benefit  of  the  Republic  ;  and  this  fen- 
"  tence  (hall  be  executed  in  the  Place  de  la  Revolution." 

Marie  Antoinette,  throughout  the  whole  of  her  trial,  preferved  a  calm  and  fteady  coun- 
tenance, during  the  firit  hours  of  which  fhe  moved  her  fingers  upon  the  bar  of  the 
chair  with  an  appearance  of  unconcern,  as  though  fhe  were  playing  on  an  inftrument. 
When  fhe  heard  her  fentence  read,  fhe  did  not  fhew  the  fmalleft  alteration  in  her  coun- 
tenance, and  left  the  hall  without  faying  a  fnigle  word  to  the  judges,  or  to  the  people'; 
and  at  half  paft  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fixteeuth  of  October,  was  re-con- 
ducted to  .the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie. 

At  five  o'clock,  the  generale  was  beaten  :  at  fe  ven,  the  whole  armed  force  was  on  foot ; 
cannon  were  planted  upon  the  flares,  and  at  the  extremities  of  the  bridges,  from  the 
palace  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution.  At  ten  o'clock,  numerous  patroles  paffed  through 
the  irreets  :  at  half  paft  eleven  o'clock,  Marie  Antoinette  was  brought  out  of  the  prifon, 

So  tt  is  neceffary  here  to  apprize  the  render  that  the  depofitions  of  feveral  of  the  witneffes  on  this  important 
trial  have  been  omitted,  as  totally  irrelevant  to  the  articles  of  indictment  charged  againft  the  unfortunate  and  illuf- 
trious  prifoner  ;  but  introduced  there  merely  with  a  view  of  drawing  from  them  fome  confeffions  whereon  to 
found  criminal  charges  againft  themfelves.  The  event  fully  juftified  the  idea  that  it  was  folely  for  thatpurpofe  that 
they  were  called,  as,  at  the  very  time  of  the  trial,  feveral  of  thefe  witneffes  were  in  a  ftate  of  arreft;  and  many  of 
them  did  not  long  furvive  the  ill-fated  Marie  Antoinette,  their  own  evidence  given  on  the  trial  being  made  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  of  more  fubftantial  proofs. — It  is,  indeed,  but  juftice  to  remark,  that  to  be  arretted  was  but  too 
frequently  a  certain  road  to  the  guillotine,  the  ftrict  forms  required  for  legal  conviction  being  on'thofe  occafio'ns 
very  often  difpenfed  with 
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dreffed  in  a  white  difhabille.  She  was  conduced  to  the  place  of  execution  like  a  com- 
mon malefactor  ;  her  hair  from  behind  was  entirely  cut  off,  and  her  hands  were  tied  be- 
hind her  back;  befides  her  difhabille,  fhe  wore  a  very  fmall  white  cap;  her  back  was 
turned  towards  the  horfe.  On  her  right  hand  was  feated  the  executioners;  upon  the  left 
a  conftitutional  prieft,  belonging  to  the  metropolitan  church  of  Notre  Dame,  dreffed  in 
a  grey  coat.  She  was  efcorted  by  numerous  detachments  of  horfe  and  foot:  Henrior, 
Ronfin,  and  Boulanger,  generals  of  the  revolutionary  army,  preceded  by  the  reft  of  their' 
ftaff  officers,  rode  in  front. 

An  immenfe  number  cf  people  crowded  the  flreets,  fhouting  "Five  la  Rcpublique!  A 
'*  bas  la  tyrannic  /"  She  feldom  caft  her  eyes  upon  the  populace,  and  beheld  with  indif- 
ference the  great  armed  force  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  which  lined  the  ftreets  in  double 
ranks.  The  fufferings  which  fhe  had  fuftained  during  her  captivity  had  much  altered 
her  appearance,  the  hair  on  her  forehead  appearing  as  white  as  fnow. 

The  queen  addreffed  herfelf  during  the  whole  time  of  the  cavalcade  to  the  prieft.  Her 
fpiiits  appeared  neither  elevated  nor  depreffed,  and  quite  infenfible  to  the  fliouts  of  the- 
populace.  When  fhe  paffed  through  the  ftreet  called  Saint  Honore,  fhe  fometimes 
looked  attentively  at  theinferiptions  of  the  words  Liberty  and  Equality  affixed  to  the  out- 
iides  of  the  houfes.  Her  behaviour  was  decent  and  compofed,  and,  like  her  unfortunate' 
hufband,  fhe  found  in  the  truths  of  religion  a  fource  of  confolation  of  which  the  perfec- 
tion of  her  enemies  was  unable  to  deprive  her;  a  confolation  which  can  effectually  af- 
fuage  all  the  evils  of  adverfity,  and  can  even  alleviate  the  pangs  of  remorfe.  She  af- 
cended  the  fcaffold  with  feeming  hafte  and  impatience;  and  then  turned  her  eyes  with 
great  emotion  towards  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  the  abode  of  her  former  greatnefs.- 
At  a  quarter  paft  twelve*  o'clock,  the  guillotine  fevered  her  head  from  her  body.  She  die! 
in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  her  age.  The  executioner  exhibited  the  bleeding  head  to 
the  furrounding  multitude  from  the  four  corners  of  the  fcaffold:  this  was  followed  by  a 
repetition  of  the  fhout  of  "  Vive  la   Rcpublique •/" 

The  corpfe  was  immediately  after  buried  in  a  grave  filled  with  quick-lime,  in  the 
church-yard  called  De  la  Madelaine,  where  Louis  the  Sixteenth  was  buiied  in  the  fame 
manner. 

Amidft  thefe  ferious  and  dreadful  events,  it  is  fomething  curious  to  obferve  the  Na- 
tional Convention  amufing  themfelves  with  the  formation  of  anew  calendar.  The  year 
is,  according  to  this,  divided  into  twelve  months  of  thirty  days  each,  with  five  interca- 
lary days,  which  are  dedicated  to  national  fefiivity,  and  called,  on  that  account,  Sans- 
Culottidcs.  Each  month  is  divided  into  decades,  and  the  day  of  reft  is  appointed  for  every 
tenth  day  infteadof  the  feventh  79. 

19  See  Ayvpendix. 
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On  the  twenty- fecond  of  October  a  decree  was  patted,  ordering  that  all  the  ci-devant 
pficfts,  who  fhould  be  taken  in  arms  againft  the  Republic,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  death  ; 
and  that  all  the  clergy  who  had  not  taken  the  conftitutional  oaths,  and  who  were  un- 
der fixty  years  of  age,  fliould  be  banifhed  to  French  Guiana. 

The  trial  of  the  unfortunate  deputies  of  the  Gironde  party  was  deferred  from  time  to 
time,  till  the  complete  overthrow  of  their  adherents  in  the  departments  fhould  give  fe- 
curity  to  their  profecutors,  and  afford  proper  materials  for  their  conviction.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  of  October  the  trial  commenced  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  The 
deputies  accufed  were,  BrifTot,  Vergniaud,  Duperret,  Carra,  Gardien,  Valaze,  Duprat, 
Sillery,  Fauchet,  Boileau,  Ducos,  Fonfrede,  La  Source,  Beauvais,  Duchatel,  Mainville, 
Lacaze,  Lehardi,  Antiboul,  Vigee,  Dufriche,  and  Boyer. 

BrifTot,  who  was  always  diftinguifhed  as  a  man  of  uncommon  courage,  appeared  per- 
fectly tranquil;  Carra  and  Fauchet,  in  fome  emotion  ;  Boileau  and  La  Source  were  in 
difhabille  ;  Ducos  and  Fonfrede,  well  drefTed.  When  Boileau  was  afked  if  he  had  chofen 
an  official  defender,  he  faid  he  had  given  notice  to  one,  and  if  he  fhould  refufe  he  muft 
make  as  good  a  defence  forhimfelf  as  he  could.  Antiboul,  When  afked  of  what  profef- 
fion  he  was,  faid,  "  A  defender  of  fhe  righrs  of  the  people,  and  a  perfecutor  of  tyrants." 
The  act  of  accufation  calls  Sillery  "  the  difhonoured  confidant  of  a  contemptible 
"  prince." — The  fubftance  of  the  act  of  accufation  has  been  already  detailed,  in  the  re- 
cital of  the  two  reports  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  Convention  concerning  them. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  among  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  are  ftated,  the  having  caufed 
war  to  be  declared,  firft  againft  Auftria,  and  afterwards  againft  England  and  Holland. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Mountain  party  had,  indeed,  protefted  againft  the  latter  meafure;  and 
if  we  confider  the  pains  which  the  Girondifts  took  to  avoid  it,  it  is  only  fair  to  con- 
clude that  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain  was  equally  unpopular  with  both  parties.  The 
article,  however,  on  which  they  were  convictea  was,  having  confpired  againft  the  unity 
and  indivifibility  of  the  Republic,  by  exciting  a  rebellion  in  the  departments  of  the 
South,  and  in  that  of  Calvados.  On  the  thirtieth  of  October  the  following  twenty-one 
viz.  BrifTot,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Duprat,  Lehardi,  Ducos,  Fonfrede,  Boileau,  Gar- 
dien, Duchatel,  Sillery,  Fauchet,  Dufriche,  Duperret,  La  Source,  Carra,  Beauvais, 
Mainville,  Antiboul,  Vigee,  and  Lacaze,  were  conveyed  from  the  prifon  to  the  Place  de 
la  Revolution,  where  they  were  executed. — Among  thefe  the  reader  will  recognize  feveral 
of  thofe  who  were  moft  forward  in  dethroning  the  king,  and  eftablifhing  a  Republic. 
Valaze,  who  prepared  the  charges  againft  the  king,  ftabbed  himfelf  as  foon  as  the  fen- 
tence  was  pronounced.  Fauchet  was  one  of  the  conftitutional  bifliops,  and  La  Source  a 
proteftant  clergyman. 

Manuel,  who  hnd  been  fo  active  in  the  dethroning  of  the  king  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
and  afterwards  evinced  fo  much  folicitude  to  preferve  his  life,  was  foon  after  brought  to 
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trial,  and  executed.  The  trial  of  general  Houchard  immediately  fucceeded  that  of 
Manuel;  he  was  convidted  of  negledl  of  duty,  in  not  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  the  Britifh  forces  from  Weft  Flanders.  The  veteran  general  Luckner  foon  after  par- 
took of  the  fate  of  Houchard ;  and  the  learned  Bailly,  the  firft  mayor  of  Paris  after  the 
Revolution,  was  condemned  by  the  fame  tribunal,  apparently  on  an  ill-founded  charge, 
viz.  that  of  having  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with  La  Fayette  to  maflacre  the  patriots  in 
the  Champ  de  Mars,  in  July  1791.  The  accomplished  Barnave,  and  Rabaut  de  Saint 
Etienne,  fuffered  alfo,  with  many  others,  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year.  Of  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  thefe  perfons  it  is  impomble  to  determine,  as  their  trials  have  never, 
to  our  knowledge,  reached  Great  Britain.  Of  many,  if  not  of  moft,  we  may  venture  to 
pronounce  that  their  fate  was  at  leaft  fevere,  and  the  refpediable  characters  of  fome  of* 
them  will  not  permit  us  to  fuppofe  them  guilty. 

The  condemnation  of  the  firft  grand  mover  of  the,Revolution,  and  in  fome  degree  the 
caufe  of  the  fanguinary  meafures  confequent  on  that  event,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  latter- 
ly known  under  the  ludicrous  title  of  Philippe  Egalite,  appears  to  have  produced  fcarcely 
any  fentimentsof  commiferation  in  any  party,  fo  completely  does  a  profligate  life  excite 
the  indignation  of  mankind.  Egalite  had,  in  fome  few  inftances,  affumed  the  appearance 
of  a  friend  of  liberty  ;  and,  however  contemptible  his  conduct  in  life,  he  met  his  fate 
with  more  fortitude  than,  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  actions,  could  have  been  expect- 
ed. He  was  included  in  the  general  decree  which  removed  the  Bourbon  family  to  Mar- 
feilles,  and  was  brought  to  Paris  in  the  beginning  of  November,  to  be  tried  before  the  re- 
volutionary tribunal.  He  wasaccufed  and  convicted  of  having  afpired  to  the  fovereign- 
ty  from  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  conveyed  in  a  cart,  on  the 
evening  of  the  fixth  of  November,  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  fuffered  amidft  the  in- 
fults  and  reproaches  of  the  populace. 

The  celebrated  madame  Roland  was  brought  to  the  fcafFold  two  days  after  the  execu- 
tion of  Egalite.  Her  great  talents  have  been  confeffed  by  all,  and  the  integrity  of  her 
character  has  perhaps  only  been  difputedby  the  virulence  of  facTion.  Her  attachment  to  the 
party  of  the  Girondifts  was  the  only  crime  alledged  againft  her,  and  in  this  attachment 
fhe  gloried,  both  at  the  tribunal  and  on  the  fcafFold. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November  the  Convention  was  occupied  with  a  grave  and  fo- 
lemn  difcuffion,  whether  or  not  the  remains  of  Mirabeau  fhould  be  re  moved  from  the 
French  Pantheon.  Trifling  as  the  objedt  of  inveftigation  may  feem,  fome  facts  were 
brought  to  light  in  the  difcuflion,  not  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  hiftorian.  From  let- 
ters in  the  hand- writing  of  the  late  king,  and  in  that  of  La  Porte,  the  intendant  of  the 
civil  lift,  it  appeared,  that  Mirabeau  had  abfolutely  ftipulated  for  a  pennon,  to  promote 
the  defigns  of  the  court :  that  fimilar  negotiations  had  been  carried  on  between  him  and 
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M.  Neckar,    and  that  he  had  complained  that  the  latter  had  twice  deceived  him.     On, 
thefe  grounds,  the  remains  of  Mirabeau  were  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the  Pantheon. 

About  this  period  the  phrenzy  of  impiety,  which  has  ever  been  the  curfe  of-the 
French  people,  was  carried  te  its  higheft  degree  of  abfurdity.  On  the  feventh  of  No- 
vember a  moft  indecent  fcene  was  aiSted  in  the  Convention  :  Gobet,  the  republican  bifliop 
of  Paris,  with  his  rand  vicars,  and  other  unworthy  members  of  the  ecclefiaftical  body, 
entered  the  hall  with  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  folemnly  rcfigncd  their  functions, 
and  the  Chrillian  relisiion.  Several  ecclefiaftics,  both  Catholic  and  Proteftant,  who 
were  members  of  the  Convention,  refigned  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  the  celebrated  Gregoire 
was  the  only  man  who  had  the  courage  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Chriftian,  though  the  emo- 
luments of  his  bifhopric,  he  faid,  were  ready  to  be  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  Repub- 
lic. By  the  tumultuous  applaufes  of  the  Convention,  a  number  of  allegorical  divinities. 
Liberty,  Equality,  &c.  were  confecrated  as  objects  of  worfhip.  This  execrable  attempt 
to  revive  the  abfurdities  of  paganifm,  did  not  however  fucceed  with  the  populace.  The 
refentment  of  the  whole  people  of  Paris  was  ftrongly  excited  by  an  intolerant  decree  of 
the  commune,  ordering  the  churches  to  be  fhut  up;  and,  on  the  firft  of  December,  they 
were  obliged  to  reverfe  this  order;  while  Barrere,  by  a  report  from  the  committee  of  pub- 
lic fafety,  once  more  proclaimed  the  freedom  of  religious  worfhip.  The  party  of  He- 
bert  and  Fabred'Eglantine,  who  were  at  the  head  of  this  execrable  confpiracy  againft  re- 
ligion, are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  precipitated  their  own  difgrace  by  this  proceeding; 
and  the  fhort-lived  popularity  which  Robefpierre  obtained,  is  principally  to  be  attributed 
to  his  taking  part  with  the  people  in  defence  of  religion. 

For  the  folly  and  impiety  of  the  feventh  of  November,  the  Convention  made  fome 
amends  on  the  fifteenth,  by  abolifhing  for  ever  that  moft  difgraceful,  moft  immoral,  and 
pernicious  inftitution,  a  lottery. 

The  campaign  of  this  year  terminated  favourably  for  the  French,  -though  the  dif- 
comfiture  excited  by  the  defeat  of  the  allies  was  in  fome  meafure  compenfated  to  the 
Englifh,  by  the  intelligence  that,  in  the  beginning  of  October,  the  royalifts  of  fort  Jere- 
mie,  in  Saint  Domingo,  had  invited  them  to  take  poffeffion  of  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  that  Cape  Nicola  Mole  fubmitted  in  a  few  days  after  to  the  Britifh  arms.  In 
the  Eaft  Indies  alfo  Pondicherry,  and  the  other  French  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel,  were  taken  by  the  Engli/h.  But  it  was  in  Europe  that  the  valour  of  the 
French  nation  difplayed  itfelf  to  the  moft  advantage.  The  decree  for  riling  in  one  body 
acled  like  an  incantation,  and  feemed  to  produce  an  army  as  if  by  a  miracle.  It  was 
however  fome  time  before  their  numerous  forces  could  be  brought  into  action;  and  in 
fome  cafes  the  treachery  of  the  commanders  was  fuppofed  to  favour  the  combined  powers. 
Early  in  the  month  of  September  Landau  had  been  inverted  by  the  allied  armies  ;  but 
while  the  French  maintained  the  ftrong  lines  at  Weiffembourg,  and  on  the  Laiuer,  there 
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was  but  little  profpea  of  fuccefs.  On  the  thirteenth  of  O&ober,  therefore,  the  Auf- 
trian  general,  Wurmfer,  made  a  grand  attack  upon  the  lines  of  Lauter ;  and,  if  we  may 
truftthe  French  account,  their  generals  permitted  the  Auftrians,  almoft  without  refiftance, 
to  force  the  lines.  The  whole  of  the  lines,  with  the  town  of  Lauterburgh,  were  car- 
ried, which  Wurmfer  himfelf  confelTes  might  have  held  out  a  fiege  of  feveral  days.  The 
French  loft  alfo  the  whole  of  their  artillery. 

The  town  of  Weiifemboiir^  made  a  more  formidable  refiftance,  and  it  was  not  carried 
without  the  lofs  of  between  fr\cn  and  eight  hundred  men.  The  French  retreated  to- 
wards Hagenau,  from  which  they  were  diflodged  on  the  eighteenth.  The  Auftrian  ge- 
neral loft  no  time  in  proceeding  towards  Strafburg,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  again  routed 
the  republicans,  and  was  enabled  to  take  poflefiion  of  Wanzenau.  On  the  twenty- 
feventh  he  was  attacked  by  the  French  ;  but  they  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  the  fup- 
pofed  lofs  of  three  thoufand  men. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  the  deputies  Saint  Tuft  and  Ls  Bas  were  ferit  to  Stnf- 
burgh,  to  re-organize  the  difcomfited  troops.  They  ordered  immenfe  reinforcements 
from  the  neighbouring  departments  ;  and  to  afford  a  falutary  example  of  feverity,  general 
Irembert,  who  was  convicted  of  treachery  in  the  affair  of  the  lines  of  Weiffembourg, 
was  fhot  at  the  head  of  the  army  on  the  ninth.  A  confpiracy  was  alfo  detected  at 
Strafburgh,  for  delivering  up  that  place  to  the  enemy,  and  the  traitors  were  punifhed. 
Thefe  fpirited  proceedings  were  not  fufficient  however  to  fave  Fort  Louis  (or  For 
Vauban),  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  general  Wurmfer  on  the  fourteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, not  without»ftrong  fufpicions  of  treafon  on  the  part  of  the  commandant.  Here 
however  the  fuccefles  of  Wurmfer  terminated ;  for  on  the  twenty-firft  of  November  the 
Auftrians  were  compelled  to  retreat,  and  the  republican  army  penetrated  to  Vautruan, 
and  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Hagenau.  In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  ad- 
vanced to  co-operate  with  the  grand  army  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  on  the  feventeenth  of  No- 
vember the  Pruffians  were  defeated  near  Saarbruck  with  fome'  lofs.  On  the  fucceeding 
day  the  Pruffian  camp  at  Bliefcaftel  was  ftormed  and  taken  by  the  republicans  ;  when  they 
immediately,  under  the  command  of  general  Hoche — who  it  is  faid  had  formerly  officiated 
in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  poftilion — advanced  to  Deux  Ponts  The  poft  ( f  Horn- 
back,  and  the  heights  of  Milleback,  were  carried  with  gr?at  bravery  by  the  French,  and 
the  Pruffians  were  immediately  compelled  to  abandon  Deux  Ponts. 

On  the  twenty- ninth  and  thirtieth  of  November  the  French  were  repulfed  with  con- 
fiderable  lofs  in  two  fpirited  attacks  made  on  the  duke  of  Brunfvvick's  polls  near  Lau- 
tern  ;  but  thefe  were  more  than  compenfated  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  republicans  under  ge- 
neral Pichegru,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  who  carried  with  fixed  bayonets  all  th:  re- 
doubts of  the  allies  which  covered  Hagenau  ;  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  they  were  driv- 
en, with  immenfe  flaughter,  from  Bifchollers,  Dufcheim,  and  Hagenau,  notvvithftand- 
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ing  the  almoft  continued  works  by  which  they  had  covered  the  line  which  joins  the  two 
ports.  The  entrenchments  on  the  heights  of  Reifhoffen,  Jauderfhoffen,  and  Freycwil- 
lers  Radneilh,  are  faid  to  have  been  not  lefs  formidable  than  thofe  of  Jemappe,  and  form- 
ed three  rows  of  redoubts,  which  were  confidered  as  impregnable.  They  were  however 
ftormed  by  the  army  of  thcMofelle  under  general  Hoche,  who  had  joined  Pichegru,  and 
carried  fword  in  hand.  On  the  twenty-third  and  twenty- fourth  the  French  purfued  the 
enemy  to  the  heights  of  Wrotte,  where  they  had  alfo  erected  moft  formidable  entrench- 
ments. On  the  twenty-fixth  general  Pichegru  prepared  to  attack  thefe  entrenchments 
in  form  ;  but,  after  a  fruitlefs  cannonade,  the  republican  foldiers  called  out  to  found  the 
charge,  and  marched  up  to  the  very  foot  of  the  entrenchments.  A  defperate  conflict  en- 
fued,  which  Lifted  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  five.  At  half  paft  fix  the 
French  were  matters  of  the  heights,  apd  at  ten  all  the  enemy's  pofts  were  abandoned.  On 
the  twenty-feventh  the  republican  army  entered  Weiffembourg  in  triumph  ;  general 
Wurmfer  making  good  his  retreat  to  the  Rhine,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfvvick  haftily 
retreating  to  cover  Mentz. 

The  prince  of  Hohenloe  had  fummoned  Landau  on  the  fourteenth  of  December;  but 
receiving  an  indignant  reply  from  the  commandant,  general  Laubadere,  the  Pruffian  gene- 
ral, Knobeldorf,  attempted  to  eftablifh  an  intercourfe  with  the  garrifon,  which  was  fpi- 
ritedly  rejected.  In  confequence  of  the  retreat  of  the  allies  the  fiege  was  raifed.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  fucceffes,  Keiferflautern,  Guermerfheim,  and  Spires,  immediately  fub- 
mitted  to  the  French. 

In  the  north  but  little  was  performed  on  either  fide  during  the  latter  part  of  the  cam- 
paign. On  the  nineteenth  of  November  a  trifling  fkirmifh  took  place  between  a  part  of 
the  garrifon  of  Ypres,  and  a  party  of  French  who  attempted  to  eftablifh  themfelves  at 
Poperinghue,  from  which  they  were  diflodged  with  the  lofs  of  forty-five  prifoners.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  of  the  fame  month  they  attacked  the  out-pofts  of  the  duke  of  York 
at  Nechin  and  Liers,  but  were  repulfed  with  fome  lofs :  and  on  the  thirtieth  were  again 
unfuccefsful  in  an  attack  on  the  fame  pofts. 

The  fiege  of  Toulon  was  commenced  immediately  after  the  reduction  of  Marfeilles. 
On  the  eighth,  of  September  general  Cartaux  arrived  at  the  paffes  of  Olioulles.  The 
Spaniardsand  Englifh  occupied  the  heights  on  the  right,  and  the  French  thofe  on  the  left. 
As  foon  as  the  French  general  was  perceived  by  the  enemy,  he  was  faluted  by  a  general 
fhout  of  "  Vive  Louis  XVII.  /"  and  by  a  difcharge  of  mufketry.  At  mid-day  he  or- 
dered the  attack,  and  by  two  o'clock  the  enemy  were  difperfed,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
being  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  a  number  of  prifoners  taken.  On  the  firft  of  October 
the  republican  troops  carried  the  heights  of  Pharon,  which  the  Englifh  had  fortified  ;  but 
after  retaining  it  a  few  hours,  reinforcements  arriving,  they  were  forced  again  to  abandon 
the  poft.  On  the  fourteenth  an  action  took  place  between  the  garrifon,  who  had  march- 
fid 
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ed  out  to  the  defence  of  the  redoubt  of  Malboufquet,  and  the  army  of  general  Cartaux, 
in  which  the  Englifh  and  the  allies  loft  about  forty  men,  and  the  French  about  thirty  : 
no  account  was  however  given  of  the  Toulonefe  who  fell  in  this  adtion.  On  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day  Cape  Brun  was  taken  with  great  bravery  by  the  republican  troops;  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  detachment  from  the  garrifon,  fent  to  occupy  the  heights  of  Thouars, 
was  diflodged,  and  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  town.  The  lofs  of  the  allies  in  both  acYions 
being  nearly  an  hundred  men. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  general  Cartaux  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Italy,  and  general  Dagobert  to  that  of  the  befieging  army  at  Toulon.  About 
the  fame  period  general  O'Hara  arrived  with  reinforcements  from  Gibraltar  at  Toulon, 
having  been  appointed,  by  his  Britannic  majefty's  commiffion,  governor  and  commander 
in  chief.  On  the  thirtieth  of  November  the  garrifon  made  a  vigorous  fortie,  in  order  to 
deftroy  fome  batteries  which  the  enemy  were  ercdting  upon  certain  heights,  within  can- 
non-fhot  of  the  city.  The  detachments  fent  for  this  purpofe  accomplifhed  it  with  fi- 
lence  and  fuccefs;  and  the  French  troops  were  furprifed  and  put  to  flight.  Elated, 
with  the  facility  of  the  conqueft,  the  allied  troops  f  ufhed  forward  in  purfuit  of  their  fly- 
ing foes,  when  they  unexpectedly  encountered  a  confiderable  force  which  was  proceed- 
ing to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  fugitives.  At  this  moment  general  O'Hara  arrived  upon 
the  fpot ;  and  while  he  was  exerting  himfelf  to  bring  off  his  troops  with  regularity,  he 
received  a  wound  in  his  arm,  and  was  made  prifoner.  It  is  faid  that  near  a  thoufand  of 
the  Britifh  and  allied  forces  were  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners,  on  this  occafion. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  general  O'Hara,  the  city  of  Toulon  was  evacuated  by  the 
allies.  On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  of  December  the  attack  began  before  all  the 
republican  forces  had  time  to  come  up.  It  was  chiefly  directed  againft  an  Englifh  re- 
doubt (Fort  Mulgrave)  which  commanded  the  forts  of  l'Eguillette  and  Ballaguier,  de- 
fended by  more  than  three  thoufand  men,  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  feveral  mortars. 
This  formidable  port  was  not  able  to  refift  the  ardour  of  the  French  army.  It  was  at- 
tacked about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  fix  the  republican  flag  was  flying  upon 
it.  This  fuccefs  coft  the  French  about  two  hundred  men  killed,  and  moie  than  five 
hundred  wounded.  The  allies  loft  the  whole  garrifon,  of  which  five  hundred  were  pri- 
foners, including  eight  officers,  and  a  Neapolitan  prince.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  rufhed  among  the  feveral  columns,  rallied  thofe  who  had  given  way,  encou- 
raged, and  led  them  on  to  vidtory. 

Difmayed  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  enemies,  the  allies  evacuated  the  other  forts,  and  be- 
gan to  take  meafures  for  removing  their  fhips  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fliot  and  fhells, 
which  the  French  inceflantly  poured  upon  them.  More  than  four  hundred  oxen,  fheep, 
and  hogs,  with  large  quantities  of  forage  and  provifions  of  all  forts,  and  more  than  an 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  The  town  was  bombard- 
ed 
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cd  from  noon  till'  ten  o'clock  the  fame  evening ;  when  the  allies,  and  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants, having  let  fire  to  the  town  and  (hipping,  precipitated  their  flight :  two  chaloupes 
filled  with  the  fugitives  were  funk  by  the  batteries.     The  precipitation  with  which  the 
evacuation    was  effected,  caufed  a  great  part  of  the  fliips  and  property  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,   and  was  attended  with  the  moll  melr.ncholy  confeciuence  to  the 
wretched  inhabitants.     As  foon  as  they  obferved  the  preparation  for  flight,  they  crowded 
to  the  fliore,  and  demanded  the  protection  which  had  been  promifed  them  on  the  faith  of 
the  Britifh  crown.     A  fecne  of  coufnfion,    riot,  and  plunder  enfued  ;  and,  though  great 
efforts  were  made  to  tranfport  thoufands  of  the  people  to  the  fhips,  many  were  left  to 
the  vengeance  of  their  enraged  countrymen.     Numbers  plunged  into  the  fea,  and  made 
a  vain  effort  to  fwim  on   hoard  the  fliips  ;  others  were  feen  to  flioot  themfelves  on  the 
beach  to  avoid  the  fuperior  evil  of  falling  into  the  bauds  of  the  republicans.     During  all 
this,  the  flames  were  fpreading  in  every  direction,  and  the  fhips  that  "had  been  fet  on  fire 
were  threatening  every  inftant  to  explode,  and  blow  all  around  them  into  the  air.     This 
is  but  a  faint  defcription  of  the  fcene  on  fliore,  and  it  was  fcarcely  lefs  dreadful  on  board 
the  fhips.     Loaded  with  the  moft  heterogeneous  mixture  of  all  nations,,  with  aged  men 
and  infants,  as  well  as  women  ;    with   the  fick  from  all  the  hofpitals,  and  with  the  man- 
gled foldiers  from  the  pofts  juft  deferted,  their  wounds  ft  III  undreft  ;   nothing  could  equal 
the  horrors  of  the  fight,  except  the  ftill  more  appalling  cries  of  diftractlon  and  agony  that 
filled  the  ear,  for  hufbands,  fathers,  and  children,  left  on  fliore.     To  increafe  the  diftrefs, 
they   were  without  fufficient  provifions  for  this  mixed  and  helplefs  multitude  of  human 
beings ;    and  fuch  as  they  had  were  almoft  unfit  for  ufe. 

Of  thirty-one  fliips  of  the  line  which  the  Englifli  found  at  Toulon,  thirteen  "were  left 
behind,  nine  burnt  at  Toulon,  and  one  at  Leghorn;  and  four  lord  Hood  had  previoufly 
lent  away  to  the  French  ports,  Brefl:  and  Rochfort,  with  five  thoufand  republican  fea- 
n.cn,  whom  his  lordftiip  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  detain.  Great  Britain  therefore  ob- 
tained only  three  fliips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates,  which  were  all  that  lord  Hood  was 
able  to  carry  away. 

The  war  on  the- fide  of  Spain  was  productive  of  nothing  but  petty  fkirmifhes,  not 
worth  detailing  ;  and,  on  the  fide  of  Savoy,  the  king  of  Sardinia  appears  to  have  made 
but  a  flow  progrefs  in  recovering  his  poffeflions,  On  the  twenty-feventh  of  Septem- 
ber the  Piedmontefe  were  repulfed  in  attempting  to  penetrate  between  Mourienne  and 
Brianconnais.  The  republicans  faw  them  fall  from  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  car- 
ried their  redoubts  with  the  bayonet.  The  city  of  Cluz  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  and  they  were  proceeding  to  Salons.  In  the  mean  time  an  Englifh  veffel  ar- 
rived at  Nice  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  exhorting  them 
to  accept  the  royal  conftitution  of  1789;  but  the  magistrates  of  Nice  replied,  that 
French  republicans  would  never  become  flaves,  and  that  no  anfwer  would  be  made  to 
joyalilts  except  from  the  mouths  of  the  cannon. 

An 
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An  expedition  had  been  planned  by  the  Britifti  government  for  the  purpofe  of  co-ope- 
rating with  the  royalift  army  on  the  coaft  of  Brittany,  and  the  earl  of  Moira  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  ;  but  by  fome  unforefeen  caufes  the  expedition  was  delayed  till 
the  royalifts  were  completely  fubdued  ;  and  when  the  fleet  and  tranfports  appeared  ofF 
the  coaft,  they  found  the  French  fo  far  prepared  for  their  reception,  that  it  would  have 
keen  rafhnefs  in  the  extreme  to  have  attempted  a  landing. 


2T. 

f- 


As  this  was  the  laft  tranfacYion  of  any  material  confequence  in  the  year  1793 ;  and  _ 
-we  have  already  exceeded  the  bounds  of  our  intended  plan  ;  we  fhall  here  clofe  our  hif- 
tory  for  the  prefent;  neither  fhall  we  trouble  the  reader  with  any  comment,  but  leave  a 
plain  narration  to  have  its  own  efFe£r,  on  his  mind — only,  premifing,  that  we  have 
never  wilfully  deviated  from  that  part  of  our  plan  which  had  impartiality  for  its 
aim..  At  the  fame  time  we  think  it  necefTary  to  inform- him  that  from  the  great  pat- 
ronage bellowed  on  the  prefent  work,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  but  that  at  fome  fu- 
ture, but  not  very  diftant,  period,  we  may  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  the  world 
an  additional  volume. 


Jn  the  progrefs  of  this  Work  fever al  diplomatic  document s,  illuflrative  of 
various  parts  of  the  Revolution,  prefented  themf elves  ;  but  as,  from  their 
length,  they  were  deemed  improper  for  infer t ion  in  the  body  of  the  text,  at 
the  paffages  to  which  they  have  reference,  it  was  judged  advifeable  to  col- 
lecl  and  add  them,  in  the  form  of  an  APPENDIX,  at  the  end  of  the 
Volume-,  fever  al  of  thefc  paper  shave,  however,  been  inferted  in  the  regu- 
lar detail,  being  conceived  to  havefo  intimate  a  connexion  with  the  fubjecl 
matter,  as  to  be  incapable  of  feparation,  -without  confderable  detriment  to 
the  narrative.  Care  has,  neverthelefs,  been  taken  to  feleclfuch  only  as^ 
from  their  relation  to  the  hifory,  could  not  with  propriety  be  omitted,  with- 
out material  difappointtnent  to  the  Reader. 
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AN  AUTHENTIC  COPY   OF  THE  FRENCH  CONSTUTION, 
REVISED    AND    AMENDED    BY    THE    NATIONAL    ASSEMBLY: 

AND    PRESENTED    TO    THE    KING    ON    THE    THIRD    OF    SEPTEMBER,   I/QL 


Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man  and  of  Citizens. 

THE  reprefentatives  of  the  French  people,  form- 
ed into  a  National  Affembly,  coniidering  that  igno- 
rance, forgetfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the  Rights  of 
Men,  are  the  fole  caufes  of  public  grievances,  and 
of  the  corruption  of  government,  have  refolved  to 
exhibit,  in  a  folemn  declaration,  the  natural,  una- 
lienable, and  facred  Rights  of  Man,  in  order  that 
this  declaration,  ever  prefent  to  all  the  Members  of 
the  Social  Body,  may  inceffantly  remind  them  of 
their  rights,  and  of  their  duties ;  to  the  end  that  the 
afts  of  the  legiflative  power,  and  thofe  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  being  able  to  be  every  moment  com- 
pared with  the  end  of  all  political  inftitutions,  may 
acquire  the  more  refpect  j  in  order  alfo  that  the  re- 
monftrances  of  the  citizens,  founded  henceforward 
on  fimple  and  inconteftible  principles,  may  ever 
tend  to  maintain  the  Constitution,  and  to  promote 
the  general  good.  For  this  reafon,  the  National 
Affembly  recognizes,  and  declares  in  the  prefence, 
and  under  the  anfpices,  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  fol- 
lowing Rights  of  Men  and  of  citizens  : 

Art.  I.  All  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free  and 
equal  in  rights  :  focial  diftindtions  cannot  be  founded 
Jjut  on  common  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  affociations  is  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of 
man ;  thefe  rights  are  liberty,  property,  fecurity, 
and  refiftance  againft  oppreilion. 

III.  The  principle  of  fevcreignty  refides  effentially 
in  the  nation  :  no  body  of  men,  no  individual^  can  ex- 
ercife  an  authority  that  doei  not  emanate  exprefsly 
from  that  fource. 

IV.  Liberty  confifla  in  the  power  of  doing  every 
thing  except  that  which  it  hurtful  to  r.nother  :  hence, 
the  exercife  of  the  natural  rights  of  every  man,  has 
no  other  bounds  than  thofe  that  are  r.c.  vffary  to  en- 


fure  to  the  other  members  of  fociety  the  enjoyment 
of  the  fame  rights:  thofe  bounds  to  be  determined 
by  the  law  only. 

V.  The  law  has  a  right  to  forbid  thofe  actions 
alone,  that  are  hurtful  to  fociety.  Whatever  is  not 
forbidden  by  the  Jaw  cannot  be  hindered ;  and  no 
perfon  can  be  conltrained  to  do  that  which  the  law 
ordaineth  not. 

VI.  The  law  is  theexpreflion  of  the  general  will  : 
all  the  citizens  have  a  right  to  concur  perfonally,  or 
by  their  reprefentatives,  to  the  formation  of  the  law  : 
it  ought  to  be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  protect  or 
whether  it  punifh.  All  citizens  being  equal  in  the 
eye  of  the  law,  are  equally  admiffible  to  public  hon* 
ours,  places  and  offices,  according  to  their  capacity, 
and  without  any  other  diflinclion  but  that  of  their 
virtue,  or  their  talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed,  arrefted,  or  detain* 
ed,  except  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  which  the  law  hath  prefcribed. 
Thofe  who  folicit,  difpatch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be 
executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to  be  punifhed  ; 
but  every  citizen  that  is  fummoned,  or  feized,  in 
virtue  of  the  law,  ought  to  obey  inftantly  ;  he  becomes 
culpable  by  refiftance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  eftablifh  fuch  punifli- 
ments  only  as  are  ftritUy  and  evidently  neceffary  ; 
and  no  perfon  can  be  punifhed,  but  in  virtue  of  a 
law  eflablifhed  and  promulgated  prior  to  the  offence, 
and  legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefuroed  innocent  till 
he  has  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  fhall  be  deem- 
ed abfolutely  neceffary  to  arreff  a  man,,  every 
kind  of  rigour  employed,  not  neceffary  to  fecure 
his  perfon,  ought  to  be  feverely  punifhed  by  the 
law. 

X.  No  perfon  fhall  be  molcfted  for  his  opinions, 
even  fuch  as  are  religious,  provided  that  the  main- 

fefhtioR 
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fcft.it  ion  of  thofe  opinions  does  not  dtfhu'b  the  public 

■  I  by  the  law. 

X!.  The   free  communication  of  thought,  and  of 

opinion,  is  one  of  the  molt  precious  rights  of  man. 

Lvei  i.  there fore»  may  freely   fpeak,  write, 

and  publifli  his  fentirnents ;  fubject,  however,  to  an- 

i  he  abufe  oi  that  liberty,  in  cafes  determined 

bv  the  law. 

XII.   The   guarantee  of  the  rights   of  men   and 
citizens  involves    a   neceffity  oi  public  force.     This 
force  is  then  inftituted  for  the  advantage  of  all, and  not 
for  the  particular  utility  of  thole  to  whom  it  is  con- 
ch 
;  I.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public  force,  and 
pences  of  administration,  a  common  con- 
difpenfably  neceflary  <  this  contribution 
lhould  be  equally  divided  amonglt  all  the  citizens,  in 
propot  tion  to  their  abilit>e.s. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  byhimfelf,  or  by 
his  reprefen fttives,  to  decide  concerning  the  necei- 
hty  of  the  public  contribution;  to  conl'ent  to  it  free- 
ly ;  to  look   after   the  employment  of  it ;  to  deter- 

the  quantity,  the  diftribution,  the  collection, 
and  duration. 

XV.  Society  has  a  right  to  demand  from  every  public 
agent,  an  account  of  his  adminiflration. 

XVI.  That  fociety  in  which  the  guarantee  of 
rights  is  not  affured,  nor  the  feparation  of  powers 
determined,  has  no  confitution.  . 

XVII.  Property  being  a  right  inviolable  and  fa- 
rcred,  no  perfon  can  be  deprived  of  it,  exceptwl.cn. 
tiie  public  neceffity,  legally  afcertained,  fhall  evident- 
ly require  it,  and  on  condition  of  a  juft  and  previous 
indemnification. 

The  National  Assembly,  defirous  of  efta- 
blifhing  the  French  Conftitution  on  the  principles 
which  it  has  juft  now  recognifed  and  declared,  abo- 
lifhes,  irrevocably,  thofe  inftitutions  which  are  in- 
jurious to  hberty  and  equality  of  rights.— — There 
i;  no  longer  any  nobility,  nor  peerage,  nor  hereditary 
difiuclions,  nor  difference  of  orders,  nor  feudal  govern- 
ment, nor  patrimonial  jurisdiction,  nor  any  of  the  titles, 
denominations  and  prerogatives  which  are  derived  from 
them  ;  noivany  of  the  orders  of  chivalry,  corporations, 
or  decorations,  for  which  proofs  of  nobility  were  re- 
quired ;  nor  any  kind  of  fuperiority,  but  that  of 
public  functionaries  in  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tions,  No  public   office    is  henceforth,  hereditary 

or  purchqfeabk. No  part  of  the  nation,  nor  any 

individual,  can  henceforth  pon*efs>  any  privilege  or 
exception  from  the  common  rights  of  all  French- 
men.——There  are  no  more  voardenjhips  or  corpo- 
rations in  profeffions,  arts,  or  trades.-— — The  law 
recognifes  no  longer  any  religious  voivs,  nor  any  other 
engagement,  which  would  be  contrary  Lto-  natural 
lights,  or  to  the  Conftitution. 

Tjtie  I.  Fundamental  regulations  guaranteed  by  the 
Conftitution. 

TH£.Conftitution  guarantee?,  ai  natural  and  civil 

'•right?,  ( 


i.  That  all  the  citizens  are   admiffible  t>.>pfacet i 
anil  employment?,  without  any  other  dillinftion  than 
that   of  virtue  and  talents.—  2.  That  all  taxes  fhall  be  • 
equally  divided  amongfi  all  the  citizens,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilities. — 3.    That  the  fame  crimes  mall  be 
lubjedt  to  the  fame  puniflimerKs,  without  any  diftinc- 

tion  of  perfons The  Conftitution  in  like  manner 

guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil  rights,  liberty  to 
every  man  to  go,  flay,  or  depart,  without  being 
arretted,  or  detained,  except  according  to  the  forms 

determined  by  the  Conftitution. Liberty  to  every 

man  to  fpeak,  write,  print  and  publifli  his  thoughts, 
without  the  writings  being  fubjefted  to  cenfure  or 
infpeftion  before  their  publication,  and  to  exercife 
the  religious  worfhip  to  which  he  is  attached. — — 
Liberty  to  the  citizens  to  affemble  peaceably,  and 
without  arms,  in  complying  with  the  laws  of  po- 
lice.  Liberty  toaddrefs  to  the  conftituted  autho- 
rities petitions  ligned  by  individuals.--- — The  Le- 
giflative  Power  can  make  no  law  which  would  attack  . 
or  impede  the  exercife  of  the  natural  and  civil  right*  . 
expreffed  in  the  prefent  title,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
Conftitution  ;  but  as  liberty  confifts  only  in  the  power 
of  doing  whatever  neither  injures  the  rights  of  too- 
ther, nor  the  public  fafety,  the  law  may  eftablifli  pe- 
nalties againft  a£ts,  which,  attacking  either  the  rights 
of  others,  or  the  public  fafety,  would  be  injurious  t» 
fociety. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  the  inviolability  of 
property,  or  a  juft  and  previous  indemnity  for  that 
of  which  public  neceffity,  legally  proved,  fhall  require* 
the  facrifice.— — Property,  deftined  to  the  expence 
of  worfhip,  and  to  all  fervices  of  public  utility,  be- 
longs to  the  nation,  and  fhall  at  all  times  be  at  its 
difpofal.  ■  The  Conftitution  guarantees  all  the  alie- 
nations which  have  been,  or  which  fhall  be  made  ac« 
cording  to  the  forms  eftablifhed  by  the  law.— —The 
citizens  have  a  right  to  elect  or  choofe  the  minifters 

of  their  religions. There  fhall  be  created  and  or- 

ganifed,  a  general  eftablifhment  oi  public  aid  for  the 
education  of  deferted  children,  to  relieve  the  infirm, 
poor,  and  to  procure  work  for  the  healthy  poor  who 
have  notbeenable  to  find  it  forthemfelyes. — — Therev- 
ihall  be  created  and  organifed,  public  inflruttitn^. 
common  to  all  citizens,  gratuitous  with  regard  to 
thofe  parts  of -tuition  indifpenfable  for  all  men,  ancL. 
of  which  the  eftablifhments  fhall  be  gradually  diftri- 
buted,  in  a  proportion  combined  with  the  divifion  of 

the  kingdom. There  fhall  be  eilablifhed,  national-, 

fcftivals,  to  preferve  the  remembrance  of  the  French 
Revolution,  to  keep  up  fraternal  affection  amongftr 
the   citizens,    and  attachment  to    the    conftitution,. 

of  the  country,  and    the   laws. There  fhall   bes 

drawn  up,  a  code  of  civil  laws  common  to  all  the 
kingdom. 

Title  II.  Of  the  divifion   of  the  Kingdom,  and  then 
fate  of  the  Citizens. 

I.  THE  kingdom  ia  o*e  and  indivifible;  it»  terv 
ritory  is  divided  .  into   eighty-thrse.  departments  \t 

every 
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every  department  into  diftric"ts ;  each  diftrict  into 
cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  Citizens,  Who  are  born  in 
France,  of  a  French  father  ;  Who  having  been  born  in 
France  of  a  foreign  father,  have  fixed  their  refidence 
in  the  kingdom  ;  Who,  having  been  born  in  a  fo- 
reign  country,  of  a  French  father,  have  returnee!  to 

fettle  in  France,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. In 

fine,  who  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  country, 
being  defcended,  in  whatever  degree,  from  a  French 
man  or  French  woman  who  had  left  their  country 
from  religious  motives,  come  to  refide  in  France,  and 
take  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Thofe  who,  having  been  born  out  of  the  king- 
dom, of  foreign  parents,  but  refide  in  France,  become 
French  Citizens,  after  five  years  of  continued  refi- 
dence in  the  kingdom  ;  it,  beiides,  they  have  ac- 
quired immoveable  property,  or  married  a  French 
■woman,  or  formed  an  eftablifhment  of  agriculture 
or  commerce,  and  if  they  have  taken  the  civic 
oath. 

IV.  The  legiflative  power  may,  from  important 
confederations,  naturalize  a  foreigner,  upon  no  other 
condition  than  that  of  reliding  in  France,  and  taking 
the  civic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is,  Ifwear  to  be  faithful  to  the 
Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King ;  and  to  maintain, 
with  all  my  power,  the  conjiitution  of  the  kingdom  de- 
creed by  the  National  Conjiituent  AJjcmbly  in  the  years 
1789, 1790,  andiygi. 

VI.  The  quality  of  a  French  Citizen  is  loft :  iff, 
By  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country  ;  2d,  By  be- 
ing condemned  to  penalties  which  involve  the  civic 
degradation,  provided  the  perfon  condemned  be  not 
re  -  inflated  ;  3d,  By  a  fentence  of  contumacy,  pro- 
vided the  fentence  be  not  annulled  ;  4th,  By  an  af- 
fociation  with  any  foreign  order  of  chivalry,  or  any 
foreign  body,  which  fhall  fuppofe  either  proofs  of 
nobility,  or  diftinction  of  birth,  or  require  religious 
vows. 

VII.  The  law  regards  marriage  folely  as  a  civil 
contrail.  The  legiflative  power  fhall  eftablifh  for  all 
the  inhabitants,  without  diftinftion,  the  mode  by 
which  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  fhall  be  as- 
certained, and  fhall  appoint  the  public  officers,  who 
fhall   receive  and   preferve  the  certificates  of  them. 

VIII.  French  Citizens,  confidered  with  refpecf  to 
thofe  local  relations  which  arife  out  of  their  affocia- 
tion  in  cities,  and  in  certain  divifions  of  territory  in 
the  country,  form  the  communities.  The  legiflative 
power  may  fix  the  extent  and  boundary  of  each  com- 
munity. 

IX.  The  citizens  who  compofe  each  community, 
have  a  right  of  choofing,  for  a  time,  according  to 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  the  law,  thofe  among  them, 
who,  under  the  name  of 'municipal officers,  are  charged 
with  the  management  of  the  particular  affairs  of  the 
community.  To  the  municipal  officers  may  be  dele 
gated  certain  functions  relative  to  the  general  inter- 
eft,  of  the  flate. 


X.  The  rules  which  the  municipal  officers  fbaii  be 

bo  11  i!  to  follow,  in  the  excrcife  both  of  the  munici- 

ihciions  and   of  thofe  which   fhall  be  delegated 

to  them  tor  the  general  intereft,  fhall  be  fixed  by  the 

laws. 

Title  III.  Of  the  Public  Powers. 

I.  TBEfu-vereignty  is  one,  indivifible,  inalienable, 
and  imprescriptible  ;  it  belongs  to  the  nation  :  no 
fedtion  ot  the  people,  nor  any  individual,  can  alTume 
to  itfclf  the  excrcife  of  it, 

II.  The  Nation,  from  which  alone  flow  all  the 
powers,  cannot  exercife  them  but  by  delegation. 
The  French  Conftitution  is  reprefentaive ;  the  re- 
prefentatives  are  the  legiflative  body,  and  the  kihg. 

III.  The  legiflative  power  is  delegated  to  a  Na- 
tional Affembly,  compofed  of  temporary  reptelcn- 
tatives  freely  chefen  by  the  people,  to  be  exetcifed 
by  this /vflembly,  with  the  fancfian  of  the  Kn.^,  in 
manner  afterwards  determined. 

IV.  The  government  is  monarchical  5  the  execu- 
tive power  is  delegated  to    the  king,  to  be  exen 
under  his  authority,  by  miniftcrs  and  other  refpon- 
fible  agents,  in  manner  afterwards  determined. 

V.  The  judical  power  is  delegated  to  judges  chofea 
for  a  time  by  the  people. 

CHAP.    I. 

OF    THE    NATIONAL    LEGISLATIVE    ASSEMBLY*. 

I.  The  National  Affembly,  forming  the  legiflative 
body,  is  permanent,  and  conlifts  of  one  chamber 
only. 

II.  It  fhall  be  formed  by  neyv  elections  every  two 
years.  Each  period  of  two  years  fhall  form  one  le- 
gislature. 

III.  The  difpofitions  of  the  preceding  articles 
fhall  not  take  place  with  refpedl  to  the  enfuing  legif- 
lative body,  whofe  powers  fhall  ceafe  the  lail  day  of 
April,  1793. 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  legiflative  body  fhall  be 
matter  of  full  right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  be  diflblvcd  by  the 
king. 

§  1. — Number  of  ReprcfiUf.rtivcs—Ba/ii   of  Reprtfen- 
tation. 

I.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  to  the  legiflative 
body  is  feven  hundred  and  forty-five,  on  account  of 
the  eighty-three  departments  of  which  the  kingdom 
is  compofed,  and  independent  of  thofe  that  may  be, 
granted  to  the  colonies. 

IL  The  reprefentatives  fhall  be  diflributed  among 
the  eighty-three  departments,  according  to  the  three 
proportions  of  territory,  of  papulation,  and  of  direct 
contribution. 

III.  Of  the  feven  hundred  and  forty- five  repre- 
fentatives, two  hi  ndr;d  and  forty-feven  are  attached 
to  the   territory.      Of  thefe  each  department   fhall 

r  Z  nominate 
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nomin-ite  three,  except  the  department  of  Paris, 
which  111  ill  only  nominate  one. 

TV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives 
arc  attributed  to  the  population.  The  total  mafs  of 
the  active  population  of  the  kingdom  is  divided  into 
two  hundred  and  forty  nine  parts,  and  each  depart- 
ment nominates  as  many  deputies  as  it  contains  parts 
of  the  population. 

V.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives 
are  attached  to  the  direct  contribution.  The  him 
total  of  the  direct  contribution  of  the  kingdom  is 
likewife  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
parts  ;  and  each  department  nominates  as  many  de- 
puties as  it  pays  parts  of  the  contribution. 

§  2 . — Primary  AJTcmhlies. — Nomination  of  EJt&ort. 

I.  In  order  to  form  a  National  Legislative  Afllm- 
bly,  the  active  citizens  fliall  meet  every  two  years,  in 
primary  aflemblies,  in  the  towns  and  cantons.  The 
primary  aflemblies  fliall  form  themfelves,  of  full 
right,  the  fecond  Sunday  of  March,  if  they  have  not 
been  convoked  fooner  by  the  public  officers  eftab- 
liflied  by  law. 

II.  To  be  an  active  citizen,  it  is  neceffary,  To  be 
born,  or  to  have  become  a  Frenchman  ;  to  be  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age  complete  ;  to  have  refitted  in  the 
city  or  canton  during  the  time  determined  by  the 
law  ;  to  pay,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  direct 
contribution,  at  leaf!  equal  to  the  value  of  three  days 
labour,  and  to  produce  the  acquittance;  not  to  be  in  a 
menial  capacity,  namely,  that  of  a  fervant  receiving 
wages  ;  to  be  intcribed  in  the  municipality  of  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  in  the  lift  of  the  national 
guards ;   to  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  fix  ypars  the  leg  flative  body  fliall  fix 
the  minimum  and  the  maximum  of  the  value  of  a  day's 
labour,  and  the  administrators  of  the  departments 
fliall  determine  the  rate  for  every  district. 

IV.  None  fliall  exercife  the  rights  of  an  active 
citizen  in  more  than  one  place,  nor  employ  another 
as  his  fubflitute. 

V.  Thofe  fliall  be  excluded  from  the  rights  of  an 
active  citizen,  v>  ho  are  in  a  State  of  accufation  ; — 
Who,  after  having  been  constituted  in  a  (rate  of  fai- 
lure, or  infolvability,  proved  by  authentic  documents, 
fhall  not  produce  a  general  dilcharge  from  the  r  cre- 
ditors. 

VI.  The  primary  aflemblies  fliall  name  electors 
m  proportion  to  the  number  of  active  citizens  refid- 
ing  in  the  town  or  canton.  There  fhall  be  named 
one  elector  for  a  hundred  active  citizens  preftnt,  or 
not,  in  the  Affernbly.  There  fliall  be  named  two  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
and  to  on  in  this  proportion. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  named  elector,  if  to  the 
conditions  neceffary  in  order  to  be  an  active  citi- 
zen, he  does  not  join  the  following: — In  towns  of 
more  than  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  that  of  being 
proprietor,  or  life-renter,  of  a  property  valued  on 
the  tolls  of  contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the 
local  value  of  two  hundred  days  labour;  or  of  rent- 


ing a  houfe,  valued  on  the  fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue- 
equal  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  la- 
bour. In  towns  below  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  that 
of  being  proprietor,  or  life-renter,  of  a  property,  va- 
lued, on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal 
to  the  local  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days 
labour;  or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the 
lame  rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  days  labour  :  and,  in  the  country,  that  of 
being  proprietor,  or  life-renter,  of  a  property,  va- 
lued,  on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal 
to  the  local  value  of  one  hundrtd  and  fifty  days  la- 
bour ;  or  of  being  a  farmer  of  lands,  valued  on  the 
fame  rolls,  at  the  value  of  four  hundred  days  labour. 
With  refpect  to  thole  who  fliall  be  at  the  fame  time, 
proprietors,  or  life-renters,  on  one  hand,  and  tackf- 
men  or  farmers  on  the  other,  their  powers  on  thefe. 
different  accounts  fliall  be  added  together,  to eftab- 
l.fli  their  eligibility. 

§  ^.—Ekfloral  AjfemMies— Nomination  of  Reprefen* 
tatives. 

I.  The  electors  named  in  each  department  fliall. 
convene  in  order  to  choofe  that  number  of  reprefen-- 
tatives,  whole  nomination  fliall  belong  to  their  de- 
partment, and  a  number  of  fubilitutes  equal  to  the 
third  of  the  reprefentatives.  The  electoral  aflem- 
blies fhall  form  themfelves,  of  full  right,  the  lalt  Sun-, 
day  of  March,  if  they  have  not  been  convoked  foonec 
by  the  public  officers  appointed  by  law. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  and  l'ubftitutes  fliall  be 
chofen  by  an  abfointe  majority  of  votes,  and  cannot 
be  chofen  but  from  amongft  the  active  citizens  in  the. 
department. 

III.  All  the  active  citizens,  whatever  be  their  con- 
dition, profeffion,  or  contribution,  may  be  chofen  re-, 
prefentatives  of  the  nation. 

IV.  Thofe,  however,   fliall  be  oblged  to   decide. 

between  one  or  other  fituation Ministers,  and  other^ 

agents  of  the  executive  power,  removeable  at  plea- 
Hire  ;  commiffioners  of  the  national  treafury  ;  coU 
lectors  and  receivers  of  direct  contributions  ;  fuper- 
intendants  of  the  collection  or  management  of  indi- 
rect contributions  and  national  domains,  and  thofe 
who,  under  any  denomination  whatever,  are  attach- 
ed to  the  employs  of  the  military  or  civil  houfehold 
of  the  king.  Theadminillrators,  fub-adminittrators,. 
municipal  officers,  and  commandants  of  the -national 
guards,  fliall  alio  be  obliged  to  make  a  choice. 

V.  The  exercife  of  judiciary  functions  fhall  be.. 
incompatible  wi'h  thofe  of  a  representative  of  the. 
nation,  during  all  the  contnuance of  the  legiflature. 
The  judges  fliall  be  replaced  by  their  fubilitutes,  and: 
the  king  fliall  provide,  by  briefs  of  commiffion,  for 
the  replacing  of  his  commiuarles  at  the  tribunals. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legislative  body  may  be 
re-elected  to  the  next  legiflature  ;  but  not  afterwards,, 
till  after  an  interval  of  one  legiflature. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named  in  the  depart- 
ments fliall  not  be   reprefentatives  of  a   particular 

department^ 
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department,   but  of  the  whole  nation,  and  no  man- 
date can  be  given  them. 

§  if.—SeJfwn  and  Regulation  of  the  Primary  and  Elec- 
toral AJJemblies. 

I.  The  functions  of  the  primary  and  electoral  af- 
femblies  are  limited  to  the  right  of  electing  ;  and  as 
foon  as  the  elections  are  over,  they  fliall  iepaiate,  and 
fliall  not  form  themfelves  anew,  but  when  they  fliall 
be  convoked  ;  if  it  be  not  in  the  cafe  of  Seel.  ii. 
Art.  l.  and  of  Seel.  iii.  Art.  1.  above. 

II.  No  active  citizen  can  enter  or  vote  in  2n  af- 
fembly,  if  he  is  armed. 

III.  Armed  iorce  cannot  be  introduced  in  the 
meeting,  except  at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Aflem- 
bly,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  actual  violence,  when  the 
order  of  the  prefident  fliall  be  fufricient  to  call  in  the 
aid  of  public  force. 

IV.  Every  two  years,  there  (hall  be  drawn  up  in 
each  diftricl,  liils  by  cantons  of  the  aclive  citizens  ; 
and  the  lift  of  each  canton  fliall  be  publiflied  and 
polled  up  two  months  before  the  meeting  of  the  pri- 
mary aflembly.  The  protefts  which  fliall  be  made 
either  againft  the  right  of  citizens  named  in  the  lift, 
or  on  the  part  of  thole  who  fliall  affirm  that  they  are 
unjuftly  omitted,  fliall  be  carried  to  the  tribunals,  to 
be  there  fummarily  decided  upon. — The  lift  fliall 
ferve  to  regulate  the  admillion  of  citizens  in  the 
next  primary  aflembly,  in  every  point  that  fliali  not 
have  been  afcertained  by  a  fentence  pronounced  be- 
fore the  fitting  of  the  aflembly. 

V.  The  electoral  aflemblies  have  the  right  of  veri 
fying  the  qualifications  and  powers  of  thofe  who 
fliall  prefent  themfelves  there ;  and  their  decifions 
fhall  be  provifionally  executed,  with  a  referve  for  the 
fentence  of  the  legillative  body,  at  the  time  of  the 
verification  of  the  powers  of  deputies. 

VI.  In  no  cafe,  and  under  no  pretext,  fliall  the 
king,  or  any  agents  named  by  him,  interfere  in  quet- 
tions  relative  to  the  regularity  of  the  convocations, 
the  fitting  of  aflemblies,  the  form  of  elections,  or  the 
political  rights  of  citizens — without  prejudice,  how 
ever,  to  the  functions  of  the  commifliiies  of  the  king, 
in  the  cafes  determined  by  law,  where  quctlions  rela- 
tive to  the  political  rights  of  citizens  ought  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  tribunals. 

§  ^.—Meeting  of  the    Reprej'en'ativrs'  id  the   National 
Ltgiftative  Affembly. 

I.  The  reprefentatives  fliall  aflemble  on  the  fir  ft 
Monday  of  May,  in  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the 
laft  legiflature. 

II.  They  fliall  form  themfelves,  provifionally,  into 
an  aflembly,  under  the  prcfidence  of  the  deleft,  to 
verify  the  powers  of  the  representatives  prefent. 

III.  As  foon  as  thefe  fliall  be  verified,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred  and  fevenfy-thice  members, 
they  fliall  conftitute  themfelves  under  the  title  of  the 
National  Legiflative  JJfembly  ;  they  fliall  name  a  pre 
fident,  vice-prefident,  and  fecretaries,  and  enter  up- 
on the  exercife  of  their  functions. 


IV.  During  the  whole  of  the  month  of  May,  if 
the  number  of  reprefentatives  prefent  fall  fhorf  of 
three  hundred  and  feventy-three,  the  aflembly  ihalf 
not  perform  any  legiflative  act.  They  may  iflue  an 
arret,  enjoining  the  abfent  members  to  attend  to  their 
functions  within  fifteen  days  at  fartheft,  under  a  pe- 
nalty of  three  thoufand  livres,  if  they  do  not  pro- 
duce an  excufe  which  fliall  be  deemed  lawful  by  the 
legiflative  body. 

V.  On  the  laft  day  of  May,  whatever  be  the  num- 
ber of  members  prefent,  they  fliall  conftitute  them- 
felves a  National  Legiflative  Aflembly. 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  fliall  pronounce  in  a  bo- 
dy, in  the  name  of  the  French  people  the  oath  "to  live 

free,  or  die." They  fliall  then  individually  take  the 

oath,  to  maintain,  with  all  their  power,  the  con/litution, 
of  the  kingdom,   decreed  by   the  National  Con/lit uent  Jlf- 

fenibly  during  the  years  of  1789,  1  790,  1791  ;  to  propoje 
or  ajjent  to  nothing  in  the  courje  of  the  legijlature,  which 
may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it ;   and  to  be,  in  every  refpcH, 

faithful  to  the  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  are  invio- 
lable ;  they  cannot  be  examined,  accufed,  or  judged 
at  any  time  with  refpeel  to  what  they  have  faid,  wi  it- 
ten,  or  done,  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions  of  re-  - 
prefentatives. 

VIII. They  may  for  a  crime  be  feized  in  the  act,  or 
in  virtue  of  an  order  of  arrelt ;  but  notice  fliall  be 
given  of  ir,  without  delay,  -to  the  legiflative  body  ; 
and  the  pr  >fecution  fliall  not  be  continued,  till  after 
the  legiflative  body  fliall  have  decided  that  there  is" 
ground  for  accufation. 

CHAP.    II. 

OF    THE    ROYALTY,    THE    REGENCY,'    AND    THE 
MINISTERS. 

§  I . — Of  the  Royalty  and  the  King. 

I.  THE  royalty  is  indivifible,  and  delegated  here- 
ditarily to  the  race  on  the  throne,  from  male  to  male, 
by  order  of  primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclusion 
of  women  and  their  defendants.  Nothing  is  pre- 
judged refpecling  the  effect  of  renunciations  in  the 
race  on  the  throne, 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred  and  inviola. 
ble  :  his  only  title  is  king  of  the  French. 

III.  There  is  no  authority  in  France  fuperior  to 
the  law.  -  The  king  reigns  only  by  it,  and  it  i3  only 
in  the  name  of  it  that  he  can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king,  on  hisacceflion  to  the  throne,  or  at 
the  period  of  his  majority,  fliall  take  to  the  nation,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  legiflative  body,  the  oath,  "To 
be  faithful  to  the  Nation,  and  to  the  Law  ;  to  employ  all 
the  power  delegated  to  him,  to  maintain  the  covflitution 
decreed  by  the  National  Con  ft  ituent  AJfembly,  in  the  years 
1  789,  1 790,  a/nl  1791;  and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  exe- 
cuted." If  the  legiflative  body  fliall  not  be  aiTembled, 
the  king  fhill  caufe  a  proclamation  to  be  ifiued,  in 
which  fliall  be  exprefled  this  oath,  and  a  promile  to 
repeat  it  as  foon  as  the  legiflative  bedy  fliall  aflemble. 

Vclr;, 
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•   he-nth  after  an  invitation  by  the  le^ifla- ' 
-:,,  body,  ilu-  king  has  :i  Lis  oath,  or  it,  after 

taking  ii,   He  (lull  retract,  he  Hull  be  deemed  to  have 
!  i  hi-  royalty. 

VI.  It  the  king  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  ar- 
-,v. ,  and  direct  the  forces  of  it  agalnft  the  nation  ;  or 

oppofe,  by  a  formal  aft,  any  fuchen- 
terprife  undertaken  in  his  name,  he  flub  be  deemed 
:  bdicated. 

VII.  H"  the  king,  having  gone  out  of  the  king- 
dom, donor  return,  on  the  invitation  of  the  legifla- 
tive hodv, -and  within  the  delay  fixed  by  the  procla- 
mation, which  cannot  be  leii  than  two  months,  he 
fh  11  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated.  The  delay  fhall 
commence  from  the  day  when  the  proclamation  ot 
rhe  legislative  body  fhall  have  been  publifhed  in  the 
place  of  its  fitting  ;  and  the  mimtlcrs  fhall  be  obli- 
- .  d,  untie  r  their  refptohfibilitiy,  to  perform  all  the  acts 

he  executive  power,   the  exercife  of  which  fha!l 
Ik  bifpended  in  the  hands  of  the  abfentking. 

VIII.  After  abdication,  exprefs  or  legal,  the  king 
fliall  be  in  the  clafs  of  citizens,  and. may  be  accufed 
and  tried,  like  them,  for  acts  pofterior  to  his  abdica- 
tion. 

IX.  The  particular  effects  which  the  king  pof- 
feffes  at  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  are  irrevocably 
united  to  the  domain  of  the  nation  ;  he  has  the  difpo- 
fit.on  of  thofe  which  he  acquires  on  his  own  pri- 
vate account  ;  if  he  has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they 
are  in  like  manner  united  at  the  end  of  the  reign. 

X.  The  nation  makes  provifion  for  the  fplendour 
of  the  throne  by  a  civil  lift,  of  which  the  legiflative 
body  fliall  fix  the  film  at  the  commencement  of  each 
rei°;n,  for  the  whole  duration  of  that  reign. 

XI.  The  king  fliall  appoint  an  adminiftrator  of 
the  civil  lift,  who  fliall  inftitute  all  fuits  for  the  king, 
and  againft  whom  all  actions  for  debts  of  the  king 
fliall  be  carried  on,  and  judgments  given  and  executed. 
Sentences  of  condemnation,  obtained  by  the  credi- 
tors of  the  civil  lift,  fliall  be  executed  agairrft  the  ad- 
rniniftrator  perfonally,  and  his  private  fortune. 

XII.  The  king  fliall  have,  independent  of  the  ho- 
norary guard  which  fliall  be  furniflied  him  by  the  ci- 
tizens, national  guards  of  the  place  of  his  refidence,  a 
guard  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift.  It  fliall  not 
exceed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  foot  and  fix  hun- 
dred horfe.  The  degrees  and  rules  of  advancement 
Hi  ill  be  the  fame  in  it  as  amongft  the  troops  of  the 
line.  But  thofe  who  compofe  the  king's  guards  fliall 
pafs  through  all  the  degrees  exclurively  amongft 
themfelves,  and  cannot  obtain  any  in  the  army  of  the 
line.  The  king  cannot  chufe  his  guards,  but  amongft 
thole  who  are  at  prefent  in  active  fervice  in  the  troops 
of  the  line,  or  amongft  the  citizens  who  have  lerved 
a  year  in  the  national  guards,  provided  they  are  re- 
fi  lents  in  the  kingdom;  atrd  that  they  have  previoufly 

n  the  civic  Oath.      The    king's  guards  cannot  be 
i  cd  or  required  for  any  other  public  fervice. 


§  2.— -Of  the  Regency. 

I.  The  king  is  a  minor  till  the  age  of  eighteen 
complete  ;  and  during  his  minority  there  fhill  be  a 
regent  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  regency  belongs  to  the  relation  of  the 
king  who  is  the  next  in  degree  according  to  Hie  order 
of  lucceffion  to  the  throne,  and  who  has  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  provided  he  be  a  Frenchmen  re- 
(ident  in  the  kingdom,  and  not  prefumptive  heir  to 
any  other  crown,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 
Women  arc  excluded  from  the  regency. 

III.  If-  a  minor  king  have  no  relations  who  unite 
the  above  qualities,  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  fliall 
be  elected  as  directed  in  the  following  articles. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  fliall  not  elect  the  regent. 

V.  The  electors  of  each  diftrict  fliall  affemble  in. 
the  chief  place  of  their  diftrict,  after  a  proclamation, 
which  fliall  be  iffued  in  the  Hi  ft  week  of  the  new 
reign,  by  the  legiflative  body,  if  convened  ;  and  if 
feparated,  the  minifter  of  juftke  fhall  be  botfhd  to 
make  that  proclamation  in  the  fame  week. 

VI.  The  electors  fliall  name  in  every  diftrict,  by 
individual  fcrutiny,  and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes, 
a  citizen  eligible,  and  relident  in  the  diftrict,  to  whom 
they  fhall  give,  by  the  proces-verbal  of  the  election,  a 
fpecial  mandate,  limited  to  the  fole  function  of  elect- 
ing the  citizen  whom  he  fliall  judge  in  his  heart  and 
confeience  the  moft  worthy  of  being  regent  of  the 
kingdom. 

VII.  The  citizens  having  thefe  mandates,  elected 
in  the  diftrict,  fliall  be  bound  to  affemble  in  the  town 
where  the  legiflative  body  holds  his  feat,  the  fortieth 
day  at  fartheft,  counting  from  that  of  the  advance- 
ment of  the  minor  king  to  the  throne ;  and  they 
fhall  form  there  the  electoral  affembly,  who  fliall  pro- 
ceed to  the  nomination  of  the  regent. 

VIII.  The  election  of  the  regent  fliall  be  made  by 
individual  fcrutiny  and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes. 

IX.  The  electoral  affembly  cannot  employ  itfelf, 
but  relative  to  this  election,  and  fliall  feparate  as  foon 
as  the  election  is  finifhed. — Every  other  act  which  it 
fliall  attempt,  is  declared  unconftitutional,  and  of  no 
effect. 

X.  The  electoral  affembly  fliall  make  its  prefident 
prefent  the  proces-verbal  of  the  election  to  the  le- 
giflative body,  who,  after  having  verified  the  regula- 
rity of  the  election,  fliall  make  it  public  over  all  the 
kingdom  by  a  proclamation. 

XI.  The  regent  exercifes,  till  the  king's  majority, 
all  the  functions  of  royalty,  and  is  not  perfonally  re- 
fponfible  for  the  acts  of  his  adminiftration. 

XII.  The  regent  cannot  begin  the  exercife  of  his 
functions,  till  after  taking  to  the  nation,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  legiflative  body,  an  oath,  To  he  faithful 
to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king  ;  and  to  employ  all 
the  potver  delegated  to  the  kins,,  and  of  luhich  the  exercife 
is  confided  to  him  during  the  minority  of  the  king,   to 

maintain. 
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maintain  the  conjlhuticu  decreed  by  the  National  Conjll 
tuent  Ajjetnbly  in  tic  years  1-89,  1790,  and  1791,  and 
■to  caufe  the  lazvs  to  be  executed.  If  the  legiflative  body 
is  not  afiembled,  the  regent  (hall  caufe  a  proclamation 
to  be  iflued,  in  which  (hall  be  exprefled  this  oath, 
and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  fooa  as  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  be  met. 

XIII  As  long  as  the  regent  is  not  entered  on  the 
■exercife  of  his  functions,  the  fanction  of  the  laws  re- 
main fnfpended  ;  the  miniiters  continue  to  perform, 
under  their  refponfibiiifVj  all  the  acts  of  the  executive 
power. 

XIV.  As  foon  a?  the  regent  fliall  take  the  oath,  the 
legiflative  body  fliall  fix  his  allowance,  which  fhall  not 
be  altered  during  his  regency. 

XV.  If  on  account  of  the  minority  of  the  rela- 
tion called  to  the  regency,  it  has  devolved  to  a  more 
diftant  relation,  or  been  fettled  by  election,  the  regent 
who  fhall  have  entered  on  the  txercile  of  it  fliall  con- 
tinue h'i6  functions  till  the  majority  of  the  king. 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  confers  no 
right  over  the  pcrfon  of  the  minor  king. 

XVII.  The  care  of  the  minor  k;ng  fhall  be  con- 
fided to  his  mother  ;  and  if  he  has  no  mother,  or  if 
fhe  be  married  again  at  the  time  of  her  fon's  accef- 
iion  to  the  throne,  or  if  flie  marry  again  during  the 
minority,  the  care  of  him  fliall  be  delegated  by  tbe 
legiflative  body.  Neither  the  regent,  nor  his  de- 
scendants, nor  a  woman,  can  be  choice)  as  guardian  of 
'the  minor  king. 

XVIII.  In  cafe  of  the  king's  infanity,  notorioufly 
admitted,  legally  proved,  and  declared  by  the  legifla- 
tive body,  after  three  iucceffive  deliberations  held 
monthly,  there  fliall  be  a  regency  as  long  as  fuch  in- 
capacity continues. 

§  3.— Of 'the  'Royal  Family. 

I.  The  prefumptive  heir  fliall  bear  the  name  of 
-Prince  Royal.  He  cannot  go  out  of  the  kingdom 
without  a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  the 
king's  content.  If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if,  be- 
ing arrived  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  do  not  return 
to  France,  after  being  required  by  a  proclamation  of 
'the  legiflative  body,  he  is  held  to  have  abdicated  the 
•right  of  f'.icceflion  to  the  throne. 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  be  a  minor,  the  rela- 
tion of  full  age,  and  next  in  order  to  the  regency,  is 
bound  to  refide  within  the  kingdom.     In  cafe  of  his 

•.going  out  of  \T,  and  not  returning  on  the  rcquilition 
of  the  legiflative  body,  he  fliall  be  held  to  have  abdi- 
cated his  right  to  the  regency. 

III.  The  mother  of  the  minor  king,  having  the 
'Care  of  him,  or  the  guardian  elected,  if  they  go  out 
•of  the  kingdom,  forfeit  their  charge.     If  the  mother 

of  the  prefumptive  heir,  a  minor,  go  out  of  the 
kingdom,  fhe  cannot,  even  after  her  return,  have  the 
rare  of  her  minor  fon,  become  king,  but  by  a  decree 
of  the  legiflative  body. 

IV.  A  law  fliall  be  made  to  regulate  the  education 
of  the  minor  king,  and  that  of  the  minor  heir  pre- 
sumptive. 


V.  The  members  of  the  royal  family  called  to  the 
eventual  fucceffion  to  the  throne  enjoy  the  rights  of 
an  active  citizen,  but  are  not  eligible  to  any  places* 
employs,  or  functions,  in  the  nomination  of  the  peo- 
ple. Excepting  the  places  of  minifter?,  they  are  ca- 
pable of  offices  and  employs  in  the  nomination  of 
the  king  ;  however,  they  cannot  be  commanders  in 
chief  of  any  army  or  fleet,  nor  fulfil  the  functions  of 
ambafladors,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflative 
body,  granted  on  the  propsfition  of  the  king. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  royal  family,  called  to 
the  eventual  fucceffion  to  the  throne,  fliall  add  the 
denomination  of  French  Prince  to  the  name  which 
fliall  have  been  given  them  in  the  civil  act,  Hating 
their  birth  ;  and  this  name  can  neither  be  patrony- 
mic, nor  formed  of  any  of  the  qualifications  abo- 
liflied  by  the  prefent  conftitution.  The  denomina- 
tion of  Prince  cannot  be  given  to  any  other  indi- 
vidual, and  fliall  convey  no  privilege,  nor  any  excep- 
tion, to  the  common  rights  of  all  Frenchmen. 

VII.  The  ads  by  which  fliall  be  legally  Hated  the 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  the  French  princes, 
fliall  be  prefented  to  the  legiflative  body,  who  fhall 
command  the  depofit  of  them  in  their  archives. 

VIII.  No  real  appanage  (in  land)  fliall  be  granted 
to  the  members  of  the  royal  family,  The  younger 
fons  of  the  king  flwll  receive,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  or  on  their  marriage,  an  annu-ty,  the  amount  of 
which  fliall  be  fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and 
which  fhall  terminate  with  the  extinction  of  their 
male  heirs. 

§  4  — -0/  Miniflers, 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the  choice  and  revo- 
cation of  mininers. 

II.  The  members  of  the  prefent  National  AfTem- 
bly,  and  fucceeding  legiflatures,  the  members  of  the 
tribunal  of  annulment,  and  thofe  who  fhall  ferve  in 
the  high  jury,  cannot  be  advanced  to  the  miniftry, 
nor  receive  any  offices,  gifts,  penfions,  falaries,  or 
commiffions  from  the  executive  power,  or  its  agents, 
during  the  continuance  of  their  functions,  nor  during 
two  years  after  having  finifhed  the  exercife  of  them. 
The  fame  fliall  be  the  cafe  with  refpect  to  thofe 
who  fliall  be  only  inferibed  in  the  lift  of  the  high 
jury,  during  all  the  time  that  their  infeription  fhall 
continue. 

III.  No  one  can  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  any 
employ,  either  in  the  bureaux  of  minilters,  or  in  thofe 
of  the  adminiitrations  of  public  power,  without  hav- 
ing taken  the  civic  oath,  and  having  verified  his  hav- 
ing taken  it. 

IV.  No  order  of  the  king  can  be  executed,  if  it 
be  not  figned  by  him,  and  counteriigned  by  the  mi- 
nifter or  comptroller  of  the  department. 

V.  The  minillers  are  refponfible  for  all  the  of- 
fences committed  by  them  againft  the  national  fafety 
and  the  conflitution  ;  for  every  attack  on  individual 
property  and  liberty  ;  for  every  wafte  of  the  mc  J 
allotted  for  the  expences  of  their  department. 
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VI.  In  no  f?fe  can  the  written  or  verbal  order  of 
a  kin':  Shelter  a  minister  from  rcfponfibility. 

VII.  The  mini  ft  era  are  bound  to  prefent  every 
vear  to  the  legiflativc  body,  at  the  opening  of  the 
fcflion,  the  State  of  the  cxpeuces  of  their  department; 
to  give  an  account  of  the  employment  of  the  i'ums 
deftined  for  that  p;irpofe,  and  to  mention  the  abufes 
which  may  have  crept  into  the  different  parts  of  the 
government, 

V Til.  No  minister  in  or  out  of  place  can  be  cri- 
minally profecuted  for  any  tranfaftion  of  his  admi- 
nistration, without  a  decree  of  the  legiflativc  body. 

CHAP.  III. 

«r    THE    EXERCISE    OF    THE  LEGISLATIVE  FOWER. 

§   r .  —Po-ivers  and  FunHions  of  the  National  Legiflative 
Aflembly. 

I.  THE  constitution  delegates  exclusively  to  the 
legislative  body,  the  powers  and  functions  following  : 

—  i.  To  propoie  and  dearee  laws :  the  king  can  only 
invite  the  legislative  body  to  take  an  object  into  con- 
sideration.— 2.  To  fix  the  public  expences.— 3.  To 
eStablilh  the  public  contributions,  to  determine  their 
nature,  quantity,  duration,  and  mode  of  collection.— 
4.  To  divide  the  direct  contribution  amongSt  the  de- 
partments of  the  kingdom,  to  Superintend  the  em- 
ploy of  all  the  public  revenue,  and  to  demand  an 
account  of  it. — 5.  To  decree  the  creation  or  Sup- 
pression of  public  offices. — 6.  To  determine  the 
quality,  weight,  impreSfion,  and  name  of  the  coin. — 
7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  the  introduction  of  foreign 
troops  into  the  French  territories,  and  of  foreign 
naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the  kingdom. — 8.  To 
fix  annually,  after  the  proposition  of  the  king,  the 
number  of  men  and  Ships  of  which  the  land  and  na- 
val armies  Shall  be  compofed  ;  the  pay  and  number  of 
individuals  of  each  rank  ;  the  rules  of  admiffion  and 
promotion  ;  the  forms  of  inrolment  and  difcharge  ; 
the  formation  of  naval  equipments  ;  the  admiffion  of 
foreign  troops,  or  naval  forces,  into  the  fervice  of 
France  ;  and  the  pay  of  troops,  in  cafe  of  their  be- 
ing dilbanded. — 9.  To  regulate  the  administrative 
government,  and  the  alienation  of  the  national  do 
mains. — 10.  To  profecute  before  the  high  national 
court,  the  ministers  and  principal  agents  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  in  what  relates  to  their  refponfibility. 

—  11.  To  accufe  and  profecute  before  the  fame 
court,  thofe  who  Shall  be  charged  with  any  attack  or 
confpiracy  againfl  the  general  Safety  of  the  ftate,  or 
againft  the  constitution. — 12.  To  eftablifh  the  laws, 
according  to  which  marks  of  honour  or  decoration, 
purely  perfonal,  Shall  be  granted  to  thofe  who  have 
rendered  fervices  to  the  Slate. — 13.  The  legislative 
body  have  the  right  to  decree  public  honours  to  the 
memory  of  great  men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  determined  on,  but  by  a  de- 
cree of  the  legislative  body,  pailed  on  the  formal  and 
neceflary  propofitionof  the  king,  and  fanctioned  by 
him.     In  the  cafe  of  imminent  or  commenced  hosti- 


lities of"  nn  ally  to  be  fupported,  or  a  right  to  bepreW- 
Served  by  force  of  arms,  the  king  Shall  notify  the 
Same  without  delay  to  the  legiflativc  body,  and  Shall 
declare  the  reafons  of  it.  If  the  legiflative  body  be 
not  fitting,  the  king  Shall  afTemble  it  immediately.  If 
the  legislative  body  decide  that  war  ought  not  to  be 
made,  the  king  Shall  immediately  take  meafurea  to- 
flop  or  prevent  all  holtihties,  the  miniSlers  being  re- 
sponsible for  delays.  If  the  legislative  body  find  thair 
the  hostilities  commenced  are  a  palpable  aggreffion 
on  the  part  of  ministers,  or  any  other  agent  of  the 
executive  power,  the  author  of  the  aggreffion  Shalt 
be  profecuted  criminally.  During  the  whole  courfe 
of  war,  the  legillative  body  may  require  the  king  to- 
negociate  peace,  and  the  king  is  bound  to  yield  to 
this  requisition.  On  the  immediate  conclusion  of  war, 
the  legiflativc  body  Shall  fix  the  time  within  which 
the  troops  levied  above  the  peace  establishment  Shall 
be  discharged,  and  the  army  reduced  to  its  ordinary 
ltate. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  body  to  ratify 
treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and  commerce  ;  and  n>> 
treaty  Shall  have  effect  but  by  this  ratification. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  has  the  right  of  deter- 
mining the  place  of  its  fittings,  of- continuing  them 
as  long  as  it  flnll  think  necefTary,  and  of  adjourning  ; 
at  the  commencement  of  each  reign,  if  it  be  not  Sit- 
ting, it  Shall  be  bound  to  meet  without  delay.  It  has 
the  right  cf  police  in  the  place  of  its  fitting,  and  to 
Such  extent  around  it  as  Shall  be  determined.  It  has 
the  right  of  difcipline  over  its  members  ;  but  it  can 
pronounce  no  heavier  punifliment  than  cenfure,  ar* 
reft  for  eight  days,  or  imprisonment  for  three.  It 
has  the  right  of  difpofing-,  for  its  fafety,  and  the  rc- 
fpect  that  is  due  to  it,  of  the  forces  which  fhall.be 
placed,  by  its  confent,  in  the. city,  where  it  Shall  hold 
its  fittings. 

Vi  The  executive  power  cannot  march,  or  quar- 
ter, or  Station  any  troops  of  the  line  within  thirty 
thoufand  toifes  of  the  legiflative  body,  except  on  its 
requisition,  or  by  its  authority. 

§  2 ;-— Holding   of  the  Sittings,    and  Form    of  Delibc- 
rating, 

I.  The  deliberations  of  the  legiflative  body  Shall 
be  public,  and  the  proceedings  of  its  fittings  Shall  be 
printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body  ma)',  however,  .on  any 
occafion,.  form  itfelf  into  a  general  committee.  Fifty 
members  Shall  have  a  right  to  demand  this.  During 
the  continuance  of  the  general  committee,  the  affif- 
tants  Shall  retire,  the  chair  of  the  prefident  Shall  be 
vacant,  and  order  Shall  be  maintained  by  the  vice-pre- 
iident. 

III.  No  legiflative  act  can  be  debated  and  decreed, 
except  in  the  following  form  : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  Shall  be  read  thrice,  at 
three  intervals,  the  fhorteft  of  which  cannot  be  lefs 
than  eight  days. 

V.  The  difcuffion  Shall  be  open  after  every  read- 
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jog  ;  neverthetefs,  after  the  firft  or  fecond  reading, 
the  legislative  body  mrfy  declare  that  there  is  reafon 
for  adjournment,  or  that  there  is  no  need  for  delibe- 
ration ;  in  this  laSt  cafe,  the  plan  of  the  decree  may 
be  introduced  again  in  the  fame  fellion.  Every  plan 
of  a  decree  fliall  be  printed  and  diftributed  before  the 
fecond  reading  of  it  can  be  commenced. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the  president  fhall 
be  bound  to  propofe  it  for  deliberation  ;  and  the  le- 
gislative body  fliall  decide,  whether  they  are  qualified 
to  pafs  a  definitive  decree,  or  would  rather  choofe  to 
poltpone  their  decision,  in  order  to  gather  more  ample 
information  on  the  fubjecl. 

VII.  The  legislative  body  cannot  deliberate,  if 
the  meeting  do  not  con  Si  SI  of  at  leaft  two  hundred 
members;  and  no  decree  fhall  be  made  except  by  the 
abfolute  majority  of  votes. 

VIII.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which,  after  having  been 
fubmitted  to  difcuSIion,  fliall  have  been  rejected  after 
the  third  reading,  can  again  be  introduced  the  fame 
fellion. 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  definitive  decree  fliall 
announce,  fi :il  the  elites  of  thofe  fittings  at  which  the 
three  readings  of  the  plan  of  the  decree  were  made  ; 
fecond,  the  decree  by  which  it  fliall  have  been  ap- 
pointed, after  the  third  reading,  to  decide  defini- 
tively. 

X.  The  king  fliall  refiife  his  Sanction  to  the  de- 
crees whole  preamble  fli  ill  not  at  reft  the  obfervance 
of  the  above  forms  ;  if  any  of  thofe  decrees  be 
functioned,  the  ministers  (hall  neither  put  to  it  the 
feal,  nor  promulgate  it,  and  their  reSponfibility  in  this 
refpeet  fliall  continue  fix  years. 

XI.  Excepting  from  thefe  regulations,  decrees  re- 
cognifed,  and  declared  urgent  by  a  previous  delibera- 
tion of  the  legifUtive  body;  but  they  may  be  modi- 
fied, or  revoked,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  feSfion. 
The  decree  by  which  a  matter  fliall  have  been  de- 
clared urgent,  fliall  announce  the  reafons  of  it,  and 
there  flnll  bs  mention  made  of  this  previous  decree, 
in  the  preamble  of  the  definitive  decree. 

§  3.— Of  the  Royal  Sanction, 

I.  The  decrees  of  the  legislative  body  are  prefent- 
ed  to  the  king,  who  mayrefufe  his  affent  to  them 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  reftifal  of  the  royal  affent, 
that  reSui'ai  is  only  fufpwfi<ve.  When  the  two  le- 
gislatures which  flidl  follow  that  in  which  the  de- 
cree was  preiented,  Shall  fucceffively  reprefent  the 
fame  decree  in  the  feme  terms  in  which  it  was  origi 
nally  conceived,  the  king  fliall  be  deemed  to  have 
given  his  Sanction. 

III.  The  affent  of  the  king  is  expreffed  to  each 
decree,  by  the  following/or/»«/rf,  Signed  by  the  king  : 
"  The  king  confents,  and  will  caufe  it  to  be  executed." 
The  fuvpenfive  refufal  is  thus  expreffed;  '■'•The  ling 
•will  'examine.*' 

IV.  The  king  is  bound  to  expref?  his  aifent  or  re- 
fufal, to  each  decree,  within  two  months  after  it  fliall 
have  been  prefented. 


V.  No  decree  to  wHch  trig,  king  has  refilled  his 
affent,  can  be  prefented  to  him  by  the  Same  legisla- 
ture. 

VI.  The  decrees  Sanctioned  by  the  king,  and  thofe 
which  have  been  prefented  to  him  by  three  fucceflive 
legislatures,  alof-.e-  have  the  force  of  a  law,  and  bear  the 
name  and  title  of  laws. 

VII.  there  fliall  be,  however,  executed  as  laws, 
without  being  fubjected  to  fenction,  thofe  acts  of  the, 
legislative  body  which  relate  to  its  constitution  as  a 
deliberating  affembly;  its  interior  police,  and  that 
wl.k  1  it  may  exercife  in  the  external  Space,  which  it 
fliall  have  determined  ;  the  verification  of  the  powers 
of  the  members  prefent  ;  the  injunctions  to  abfent 
members  ;  the  convocation  of  the  primary  affem- 
blies  in  cafe  of  delay  ;  the  exercife  of  constitutional 
fuperintendance  over  the  administrators  and  munici- 
pal officers ;  questions  of  eligibility,  or  the  validity 
of  elections  :  Exempting  likewife  from  fenction,  acts 
relat've  to  the  refponfibility  of  miniSlers,  and  all  de« 
crees  importing  that  there  is  ground  for  accufation. 

VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  legislative  body,  con- 
cerning the  establishment,  prorogation,  and  collection 
of  public  contributions,  fliall  bear  the  name  and  title 
of  laws  ;  they  fliall  be  promulgated  and  executed 
without  being  fubject  to  fenction,  except  with  refpeet 
to  thofe  difpoiitions  which  Should  eftabliSh  other  pe- 
nalties than  pecuniary  fines  and  constraints.  Thefe 
decrees  cannot  be  paffed  but  after  the  observation  of 
the  formalities  prelcribed  by  the  articles  4,  5,  6,  7, 
8,  and  9,  of  Sect.  II.  of  the  prefent  chapter  ;  and 
the  legislative  body  fliall  not  infert  in  them  any  dif- 
pofitions  foreign  to  their  object. 

§  4. — Connection     of  the    Legrjlatl-ve    Body   with  the 
King. 

I,  When  the  legislative  body  is  definitively  consti- 
tuted, it  fliall  fend  a  deputation  to  inform  the  king. 
The  king  may  every  year  open  the  feilion,  and  pro- 
pofe the  objects,  which,  during  its  continuance,  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration:  this 
form,  however,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  nccejjary  to 
the  activity  of  the  legislative  body. 

II.  When  the  flegillative  body  wiflies  to  adjourn 
innger  than  fifteen  days,  it  is  bound  to  inform  the 
king,  by  a  deputation,  at  leait  eight  days  previous. 

ill.  A  week,  at  leaft,  befo-e  the  end  of  each  fef- 
fion,  the  legislative  body  Shall  fend  a  deputation  to 
the  king,  to  announce  to  him  the  day  on  which  it 
propoles  to  terminate  its  fittings.  Tlie  king  may 
corre,  in  order  to  clofe  the  Seffion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  State,  that  the  SefiTon  be  continued,  or  that 
the  adjournment  be  puf  off,  or  take  place  only  for 
a  Shorter  time,  he  may  fend  a  meffige  to  this  effect, 
on  which  the  legislative  bod}  is  bound  to  deliberate. 

V.  The  king  fliall  convoke  the  legislative  body, 
during  the  interval  of  its  feffion,  at  all  times  when 
the  intereft  of  the  State  fliall  appear  to  him  to  re* 
quire  it,  as  welL  as  in  thofe  cafes  which  the  legislative 
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body  fli  11  have  forefeen  and  d'termined,  previous  to 
their  adj  nirnment. 

VI.  Whenever  the  king  fk-d)  vifit  the  place  of 
meeting  6f  the  legiilative  body,  he  fliall  be  received 
and  conducted  back  by  a  deputation  ;  he  cannot  be 
accompanied  «ito  the  inner  part  of  the  hall  by  any 
except  the  prince  royal  and  the  mini (lers. 

VJI.  The  prefident  can  in  no  cafe  form  part  of  a 
deputation. 

VIII.  The  legiflative  body  mall  ceafe  to  be  a  deli- 
berating body  whilfl  the  king  fhall  be  prefent.  tt 

IX.  The  ads  of  correfpondence  of  the  king  .<  ith 
the  legiilative  body  fhall  be  always  counterfignul  by 
a  mirnfter. 

X.  The  miniflers  of  the  king  fliall  have  admilfion 
into  the  national  legiilative  aflembly  ;  they  fliall  have 
a  place  alligned  to  them  ;  they  fliall  be  heard  always 
when  they  demand  it  on  objects  relative  to  their  ad- 
minillration,  or  when  they  fhall  be  required  to  give 
information.  They  fliall  alfo  be  heard  on  objects 
foreign  to  their  adminiftrafion,  when  the  national 
affembly  fliall  grant  them  liberty  to  fpeak. 


CHAP.    IV. 

of  The  exercise  of  the    executive    power. 

I.  THE  fuprane  executive  power  refides  exclu- 
fively  in  the  hands  of  the  king.  The  king  is  the  fu 
preme  head  of  the  general  adminiflration  of  the 
kingdom  :  the  care  of  watching  over  the  maintenance 
of  public  order  and  tranquillity  is  entrufled  to  him. 
The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  land  and  lea 
forces.  To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care  of  watch- 
ing over  the  exterior  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  and  of 
maintaining  its  rights  and  poffeflions. 

II.  The   king   names  ambafladors,  and  the  other 
agents    of    political   negociations.      He   beftows  the 
command  of  armies  and  fleets,  and  the  ranks  of  Mar- 
flial  of  France  and  Admiral.     He   names  two-thirds 
of  the  rear  admirals,  one  half  of  the  lieutenant-ge- 
nerals, camp  marfhals,  captains  of  fliips,  and  colonels 
of  the  national  gend'armerie.     He  names  a  third  of 
the  colonels  and   lieutenant-colonels,  and  a  fixth  of 
the  lieutenants  of  fliips — the  whole  in  conformity  to 
the  laws  with  refpect  to  promotion.     He  appo'nts,  in 
the  civil  adminiflration  of  the  marine,  the  directors, 
the  comptrollers,   the  treafurers  of  the  arienals,  the 
mailers    of   the  works,   the   under-maflers    of    civi! 
buildings,  half  of  the  mailers  of  adminiflration,  and 
of  the  under-maflers  of  conflruction.  He  appoints  the 
commiffaries  of  the  tribunals.     He  appoints  the  chief 
fuperincendants  of  the  adminiflration  of  indirect  con- 
tributions,  and    the  adminiflration  of    nat'onal    do- 
mains.    He  fuperintends  the  coinage  of  money,  and 
appoints  the  officers  entrufled   with  this    fuperinten 
dance  in  the  general  commiffion,  and  the  mints.    The 
effigy  of  the  king  is  flruck  on  all  the  coinage  of  the 
kingdom. 

Ill,  The  king  orders  letters-patent,  brevets,  and 


commiiVions,  to  be  delivered  to  ail  the  public  oflie*a 
that  ought  to  receive  them. 

IV.  The  king  orders  a  1  ill  of  pendens  and  grati- 
fications to  be  made  out,  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
prefented  to  the  legiilative  body  each  feilion,  and  de- 
creed, if  there  is  reaion  for  it. 

§  I. — Of  the  Promulgation  of  Laws. 

I.  The  executive  power  is  charged  with  ordering 
the  feal  of  llate  to  be  put  to  laws,  and  canting  them 
to  be  promulgated.  It  is  equally  charged  with  cauf 
ing  to  be  promulgated  and  executed,  thole  acts  of  the 
legiilative  body  which  have  no  need- of  the  laiio.tiou 
of  the  king. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  law  fliall  be  made,  both 
figned  by  the  king,  counterfigned  by  the  minifler  of 
juilice,  and  fealed  with  the  ieal  of  flate.  The  one, 
fliall  be  depolited  in  the  archives  of  the  feal,  and 
the  other  fliall  be  fent  to  the  archives  of  the  legiflative 
body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws  fhall  be  thus  ex- 
prefled  :— <■ — "  N.  [the  king's  name]  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  confiitutional  law  of  the  ft  ate,  king  of  the 
French,  to  alt prefent  and  to  come,  greeting ;— /  be  Na- 
tional Affembly  has  decreed,  and  we  will  ordain,  as  fol- 
lows : — [Here  a  copy. of  the  dcciec  ih.fi  be  inferred 
verbatim.  ]  We  command  and  ordain  to  All  adminiftra* 
tive  bodies  and  courts  of  jujlice,  to  caufe  thefe  prefent s  t» 
be  transcribed  on  their  regifters,  read  and  publifhed,  and 
pqfted  up  in  their  departments  and  refpeSiivc  places  of 
refort,  and  executed  asa  law  of  the  realm  ;  in  witnefs  of 
which  we  have  fgned  thefe  prejents,  to  which  we  have 
can fed  the  feal  of  the  fate  to  be  affixed." 

JV.  If  the  king  be  a  minor,  laws,  proclamations, 
and  other  acts  proceeding  from  the  royal  authority 
during  the  regency,  fliall  be  conceived  in  thefe  terms ; 

"  .V.  [the  name  of  the  regent]  regent  of  the  king' 

dorn,  in  the  name  of  N.  [the  king's  name]  by  the  grace 
of  God,  and  the  confiitutional  law  of  the  fate,  king  of 
the  French,  isfc.y 

V.  The  executive  power  is  bound  to  fend  the  laws 
to  the  adminiflrative  bodies  and  courts  of  juflice  ;  to 
be  certified  that  they  are  fo  fent,  and  to  anfwer  for 
it  to  the  legiflative-body. 

VI.  '( he  executive  power  cannot  make  any  law, 
nor  even  provisional,  but  merely  proclamations,  con- 
formable to  the  laws,  to  ordain  or  enforce  the  exe- 
cution. 


$  2. — Of  the  Interior  Admiuifrat'un. 

I.  There  is  in  each  department  a  fuperior  admini- 
ilration,  and  in  each  diilrict  a  fubordinrte  admiiuiha- 
tion. 

II.  The  adminiftrators  have  no  character  of  repre- 
fentation.  Thty  are  agents,  chofen  for  a  time  by  the 
people,  to  exercife,  under  the  fuperinten  dance  and 
the  authority  of  the  king,  the  adminiflrative  func- 
tions. 

III.  They  can  neither  intermeddle  in  the  exercife 
of  the  legiflative  power,  nor  fufpend  the. execution  of 

thtj 
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the  laws,  nor  aflume  any  authority  over  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, nor  over  military  regulations  or  operations. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  are  eflentially  charged 
with  the  reparation  of  the  d:rec~t  taxes,  and  with  the 
fuperintendance  of  the  funds  arifing  from  all  the  con- 
tributions and  public  revenues  in  their  territory.  It 
belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  determine  the 
rules  and  mode  of  their  functions,  both  with  refpect 
to  the  objects  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  with  re- 
fpect to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  interior  adminiftra- 
tion. 

V.  The  king  has  the  right  of  annulling  fuch  acts 
of  the  adminiftrators  of  department,  as  are  contrary 
to  the  law,  or  the  orders  he  has  tranfmitted  to 
them.  He  may,  in  cafe  of  obftinate  difobedience,  or 
of  their  endangering,  by  their  ads,  the  fafety  or 
peace  of  the  public,  fufpend  them  from  their  func- 
tions. 

t  VI.  The  adminiftrators  of  department  have  alfo 
the  right  of  annulling  the  acts  of  the  fub-adminiftra- 
tors  of  diflrict,  contrary  to  the  laws,  or  to  the  arrets 
of  adminiftrators  of  department,  or  to  the  orders 
which  the  latter  fliall  have  given  or  tranfmitted. 
They  may  likewife,  in  cafe  of  an  obftinate  difobe- 
dience on  the  part  of  the  fub-adminiftrators,  or  if  the 
latter  endanger,  by  their  acts,  the  public  fafety  or 
tranquillity,  fufpend  them  from  their  functions,  with 
the  referve  of  informing  the  king,  who  may  remove 
or  confirm  the  fufpenfion. 

VII.  The  king,  if  the  adminiftrators  of  depart- 
ment fliall  not  ufe  the  power  which  is  delegated  to 
them  in  the  article  above,  may  directly  annul  the  acts 
of  fub-adminiftrators,  and  fufpend  them  in  the  fame 
cafes. 

VIII.  Whenever  the  king  fliall  pronounce  or  con- 
firm the  fufpenfion  of  adminiftrators,  or  fub-admini- 
ftrators, he  fliall  inform  the  legiflative  body.  This 
body  may  either  remove  er  _onhrm  the  fufpenfion, 
or  even  diflblve  the  culpable  adminiftration ;  and,  if 
there  be  ground,  remit  all  the  adminiftrators,  or  fome 
of  them,  to  the  criminal  tribunal,  to  enforce  againft 
them  the  decree  of  accufation. 

§  3  '~~Qf  External  Connexions. 

■I.  The  king  alone  can  keep  up  foreign  political 
connections,  conduct  negociations,  make  preparations 
of  war  proportioned  to  thofe  of  the  neighbouring 
Hates  ;  diftribute  the  land  and  fea  forces,  as  he  fliali 
judge  moft  fuitable,  and  regulate  their  direction  in 
cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fliall  be  made  in 
thefe  terms  :  "  By  the  king  of  the  French,  in  the  name 
tfthe  Nation" 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  refolve  and  iign  with 
all  foreign  powers,  all  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and 
commerce,  and  other  conventions  which  he  fliall  judge 
neceffary  for  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  with  a  referve 
Jbr  the  ratification  of  the  legiflative  body. 


CHAP.  V. 

OF    THE    JUDICIAL    POWER. 

I.  THE  judicial  power  can  in  no  cafe  be  exercifed, 
either  by  the  legiflative  body  or  the  king. 

II.  Juftice  fliall  be  gratuitoufly  rendered,  by  judges 
chofen  for  a  time  by  the  people,  inftituted  by  letters- 
patent  of  the  king,  who  cannot  refufeto  grant  them. 
They  cannot  be  depofed,  but  for  forfeiture  duly 
judged  ;  nor  fufpended,  but  for  an  accufation  ad- 
mitted. The  public  accufers  fliall  be  named  by  the 
people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either  interfere  in  the 
exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  or  fufpend  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  or  undertake  the  adminidrative 
functions,  or  cite  before  them  the  adminiftrators,  on 
account  of  their  functions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the 
judges  whom  the  law  affigns  to  them  by  any  corn- 
million,  or  by  any  other  attributions  or  avocations 
than  thofe  which  are  determined  by  the  laws. 

V.  The  right  of  the  citizens  to  terminate  defini- 
tively their  difputes  by  way  of  arbitration,  fliall  re- 
ceive no  infringement  from  the  acts  of  the  legiflative 
power. 

VI.  The  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  cannot  receive 
any  civil  action,  until  it  be  certified  to  them  that  the 
parties  have  appeared,  or  that  the  purfuer  has  cited 
the  oppofite  party  to  appear  before  mediators,  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  about  a  reconciliation. 

VII.  There  fliall  be  one  or  more  judges  of  peace 
in  the  canton  and  in  the  towns.  The  number  of 
them  fliall  be  determined  by  the  legiflative  power. 

VIII.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  regu- 
late the  number  and  extent  of  jurifdiction  of  the  tri- 
bunals, and  the  number  of  judges  of  which  each  tri- 
bunal fliall  be  compofed. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  citizen  can  be  tried, 
but  on  an  accufation  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed 
by  the  legiflative  body,  in  the  cafes  where  it  belongs 
to  it  to  purfue  the  accufation.  After  the  admilfion 
of  the  accufation,  the  fact  fliall  be  recognifed  and 
declared  by  a  jury. — The  accufed  fliall  have  ,i  right 
to  refufe,  as  far  as  twenty  jurors,  without  alEgning 
reafons. — The  jury  which  declares  the  fact,  muft 
confift  of  twelve  members.  The  application  of 
the  law  fliall  be  made  by  judges.  The  inftruction 
of  the  procefs  fliall  be  public,  and  the  afliftance  of 
counfel  cannot  be  refufed.  No  man  acquitted  by  a 
lawful  jury  can  be  retaken  or  re-accufed  of  the  fame 
offence. 

X.  No  man  can  be  feized,  but  in  order  to  be  con- 
ducted before  an  officer  of  police :  and  no  man  can 
be  arrefted  or  detained,  but  by  virtue  of  a  mandate 
of  an  officer  of  police  ;  of  an  order  for  perfonal  ar- 
reftation  by  a  tribunal  ;  of  a  decree  of  accufation  of 
the  legiflative  body,  in  cafes  where  it  belongs  to  it  to 
pronounce  ;  or  of  a  fentence  of  imprifonment  or  de- 
tention for  the  fake  of  correction. 

6  B  XI.  E^ery 
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XI.  Every  man  feized  and  conducted  before  an 
officer  of  poller,  fliall  be  examined  immediately,  or 
in  twenty-four  hours,  at  farther!.  If  it  refult  from 
the  examination,  that  there  be  no  ground  for  blame 
againft  him,  he  flia.ll  be  directly  fet  at  liberty  ;  or  if 

i  he  ground  to  fend  him  to  a  ho  life  of  arreft,  he 
mall  be  conducted  there  with  the  leaft  delay  poflible, 
and  that  in  any  cafe  cannot  exceed  three  days. 

XII.  No  man  arretted  can  be  detained  if  he  give 
fufiicient  bail,  in  all  cafes  where  the  law  permits  a 
man  to  remain  free  under  bail. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  the  cafes  when  detention  is  an- 
thoriled  by  the  law,  can  be  conducted  or  detained  any 
where,  but  in  thofe  places  legally  and  publnkly 
marked  out  as  houies  of  arrett,  of  juft-ice,  or  prifons. 

XIV.  No  guard  nor  jailor  can  receive  or  detain 
any  man,  but  in  virtue  of  a  mandate,  decree  of  ace  il- 
lation, or  fentence,  mentioned  in  the  tenth  article 
above,  nor  without  tranfciibing  them  in  his  own  re-» 
gifter. 

XV.  Every  guard  or  jailor  is  bound,  and  no  or- 
der can  releafc  him  from  the  obligation,  to  produce 
the  perfon  detained  to  the  civil  officer  who  fuperin- 
tends  the  police  of  the  houfe  of  arrett,  as  often  as  it 
Hi  nil  be  required  of  him.  The  production  of  the 
perfon  detained  cannot  alfo  be  refufed  to  his  rela- 
tions and  friends,  who  bring  an  order  from  a  civil  of- 
ficer, who  fliall  be  bound  always  to  grant  it,  unlefs 
the  guard  or  jailor  produce  an  order  from  a  judge, 
tranferibed  in  his  regifter,  to  keep  the  perfon  arretted 
fecret. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  be  his  place  or  occu- 
pation, except  thofe  to  whom  the  law  confides  the 
right  of  arreftation,  who  fliall  give,  fign,  execute,  or 
make  to  be  executed,  an  order  to  arrett  a  citizen  ;  or 
whoever,  even  in  the  cafes  of  arreftation  authorifed 
by  the  law,  fliall  conduct,  receive,  or  retain  a  citizen, 
in  a  place  of  detention  not  publickly  and  legally 
marked  out ;  and  every  guard  or  jailor  who  flnll 
act  in  oppofition  to  the  difpofition  of  the  two  fore- 
going articles  ;  fliall  be  culpable  of  the  crime  of 
arbitrary  detention. 

XVII.  No  man  can  be  taken  up,  or  profecuted, 
on  account  of  the  writings  which  he  has  caufed  to  be 
printed  orpubliflied,  whatever  be  their  fubjedt,  if  he 
has  not  dejignedly  provoked  difobedience  to  the  law, 
outrage  to  the  eftablifhed  powers,  and  refiftance  to 
their  acts,  or  any  of  the  actions  declared  crimes  or 
offences  by  the  law.  The  cenfure  of  all  the  acts  of 
theeftcibiirtied  powers  is  permitted;  but  voluntary 
calumnies  againft  the  probity  of  public  officers,  and 
againft  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  functjons,  may  be  profecuted  by  thofe 
who  are  the  fubject  of  them.  Calumnies  or  injurious 
fayings  againft  any  kind  of  perfons,  relative  to  the 
actions  of  their  private  life,  fliall  be  puniflied  by  pro- 
secution. 

XVIII.  No  man  can  be  judged,  either  civilly  or 
criminally,  for  acts  of  writing,  printing,  or  publifh- 
ing,  except  it  has  been  recogmied  and  declared  by  a 


jury,  lft,  that  there  is  an  offence  in  the  writing' de« 
nounced  ;  2d,  that  the  perfon  profecuted  is  guilty, 
of  it. 

XIX.  There  fliall  be,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  one 
only  tribunal  of  annulment,  ettabliflied  near  the  Ie- 
giflative  body.  Its  functions  fliall  be,  to  pronounce 
on  demands  for  annulling  judgments  given  in  the  laft 
refort  by  the  tribunals  ;  on  demands  of  being  re- 
mitted from  one  tribunal  to  another,  for  lawful  caufes- 
offufpicion;  on  regulations  refpedting  judges,  and 
fuits  againft  a  whole  tribunal. 

XX.  In  queftions  of  annulment,  the  tribunal  of 
annulment  fliall  never  take  cognizance  of  the  affair' 
itfelf ;  but,  after  having  annulled  the  fentence  which, 
fliall  have  been  pronounced  in  a  procefs,  and  in- 
which  the  forms  have  been  violated,  or  which  fliall 
be  in  exprefs  contradi6lion  to  the  law,  it  fliall  remit 
the  original  affair  to  the  tribunal  which  ought  to  de- 
cide on  it. 

XXI.  When,  after  being  twice  annulled,  a  fen- 
tence pronounced  by  a  third  tribunal  fliall  be  at- 
tacked on  the  fame  grounds  as  at  firft,  the  queflion 
fhall  no  more  be  judged  by  the  tribunal  of  annul- 
ment, without  having  been  fubmitted  to  the  legisla- 
tive body,  who  lhall  pafs  a  decree  declarative  of  the 
law,  to  which  the  tribunal  of  annulment  fliall  be 
bound  to  conform. 

XXII.  Every  year,  the  tribunal  of  annulment  fliall 
be  bound  to  fend  to  the  bar  of  the  legiflative  body  a 
deputation  of  eight  of  its  members,  to  prefent  a  (late 
of  the  decifions  pafled  ;  on  the  margin  of  each  of 
which  fliall  be  placed  a  fliort  account  of  the  affair, 
and  the  text  of  the  law  which  fliall  have  determined 
the  deciiion. 

XXIII.  A  high  national  court,  formed  of  the 
members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and  of  high 
jurors,  fhall  take  cognizance  of  offences  committed 
by  the  minifters  and  principal  agents  of  the  executive 
power,  and  of  thofe  crimes  which  attack  the  general 
i'afety  of  the  ftate,  after  the  legiflative  body  fliall  have 
patted  a  decree  for  accufation.  It  fliall  not  be  affem- 
bled  but  at  the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  thoufand  toifes  at  leaft 
from  the  place  where  the  legiflative  body  holds  its 
meet'ngs. 

XXIV.  The  orders  iffued  for  executing  the  judg- 
ments of  the  tribunals  fhall  be  conceived  in  thefe 
terms  : — "  N.  [the  name  of  the  king]  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  by  the  confiitutional  law  of  the  Jlate,  king  of 
the  French,  to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  greeting.  The 
tribunal  of has  pajfed  the  following  judgment  :— 


[Here  fliall  follow  a  copy  of  the  judgment,  in  which 
fliall  be  mentioned  the  names  of  the  judges.] — We 
charge  and  enjoin  all  officers,  upon  the  prefent  demand^  to 
put  the  f aid  judgment  into  execution,  our  commijfaries  of 
the  tribunals  to  enforce  tlxfame,  and  all  the  commanders 
and  officers  of  the  public  force  to  be  affifling  with  their 
force,  when  it  Jhall  be  legally  required :  In  witnefs  of 
which,  the  prefent  judgment  has  been  Jigned  by  the  prefix 
dent  of  the  tribunal,  and  by  the  regifter. ,"" 

XXV.  The 
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XXV.  The  functions  of  the  king's  commiffaries 
in  the  tribunals  (hall  be,  to  require  the  obfervance  of 
the  laws  in  the  judgments  to  be  given,  and  to  caufe 
them  to  be  executed  after  they  are  paffed.  They 
fhall  not  be  public  accufers  ;  but  they  fhall  be  heard 
on  all  accufations,  and  fhall  require,  during  procefs, 
regularity  of  forms,  and,  before  judgment,  applica- 
tion of  the  law. 

XXVI.  The  king's  commifTaties  in  the  tribunals 
fhall  denounce  to  the  director  of  the  jury,  either  of- 
ficially, or  according  to  orders  given  them  by  the 
king,  offences  againft  the  individual  liberty  of  citi- 
zens, againll  the  free  circulation  of  provisions  and 
other  objects  of  commerce,  and  againft  the  collection 
of  contributions;  offences  by  which  the  execution  of 
orders  given  by  the  king,  in  the  exercife  of  the  func- 
tions delegated  to  him,  (hall  be  dill urbed  or  impeded  ; 
infringements  on  the  laws-  of  nations;  oppofition  to 
the  execution  of  judgments ;  and  to  all  executive 
afts  proceeding  fiom  eftabl.fhed  powers. 

XXVII  i  he  minuter  of  jufHce  fhall  denounce 
to  the  tribunal  of  appeal,  by  m<:ans  of  the  king's 
comr.ifl.i: ; ,  an  1  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of 
the  parties  in.ti  iled,  the  aits  in  which  the  judges 
hav*  exo  eded  the  bounds  of  their  power.  The  tri- 
bunal {hall  annul  thefe  arts ;  and  if  'hey  give  ground 
for  forfeiture,  the  faft  mall  be  reprefented  to  the  le- 
giflative  bod'-,  which  Hull  pals  the  decree  of  accusa- 
tion if  there  be  ground,  and  refer  the  parties  inform- 
ed againft  to  the  high  national  court. 

Title  IV.— Of  the  PMlc  Force. 

I.  The  public  force  is  inftituted  to  defend  the  ftate 
againft  external  enemies,  and  to  maintain  internal 
erder  and  the  exemfion  of  the  laws. 

II.  It  is  compof.:d  of  the  land  and  fea  armies  ; 
of  'lie  troops  fpt  daily  deftined  for  home  fervice  ; 
and,  fubfidiarily,  of  the  aftive  citizens,  and  their 
children  of  age  to  bear  arms,  regiflered  in  the  roll  of 
national  guards. 

Ill  The  national  guards  do  not  form  a  military 
body,  or  an  inftitution  in  the  ftate  ;  they  are  the  citi- 
zens themfclves,  called  to  aiiift  the  public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  embody  thenuelv.es., 
or  act  as  national  guards,  but  by  virtue  of  a  legal  re 
quifition  or  anthoiity. 

V.  They  pre  fubjeft  in  this  quality  to  an  organi- 
zation, to  be  determined  by  the  law.  They  mail  be 
ditlinguifhed  in  the  whole  kingdom  by  only  one  form 
of  difcipline,  and  or.e  uniform.  DiiiincTions  of  rank 
and  fubordination  fubfiftonly  relatively  to  the  fervice, 
and  during  its  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a  time,  and  cannot 
again  be  chofen  till  after  a  certain  interval  of  fervice 
as  foldiers.  None  fhall  command  the  national  guard 
of  more  than  one  diftrift. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  public  force  employed 
for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  from  foreign  enemies,  fliall 
aft  under  the  command  of  the  king. 

VIII.  No  body  or  detachment  of  troops  of  the 


line  can  aft  in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom  with- 
out  a  legal  order. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public  force  can  enter  the 
houfe  of  a  citizen,  if  it  be  not  on  purpofe  to  execute 
the  orders  of  police  and  of  juftice,  or  in  cafes  for- 
mally provided  for  by  the  law. 

X.  The  requifition  of  the  public  force,  in  the 
internal  part  of  the  kingdom,  belongs  to  the  civil  of- 
ficers, according  to  ttie  regulations  provided  by  the. 
legillative  power. 

XI.  When  any  department  is  throughout  in  a  ftate 
of  commotion,  the  king  fliall  iffue,  under  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  minillers,  the  neceffary  orders  for  the  exe- 
cution of  laws,  and  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order  ; 
but  with  the  referve  of  informing  the  legiflativebody, 
if  it  be  alfembled,  and  of  convoking  it  if  it  be  not 
fitting. 

Xil.  The  public  force  is  ejfentlally  obedient',  no 
armed  body  can  deliberate. 

XIII  The  land  and  fea  armies,  and  the  troops 
deftined  to  preferve  internal  fecurity,  are  fubjected  to 
particular  laws,  both  for  the  maintenance  and  diicio 
pline,  and  for  the  manner  of  judgments,  and  the  na- 
ture of  punifhments,  on  occafion  of  military  of- 
fences. 

Title  V — Of  Public  Contributions. 

I.  Public  contributions  fhall  be  debated  and  fixed 
every  year  by  the  legiflative  body,  and  cannot  con- 
tinue in  force  longer  ihan  the  laft  day  of  the  follow- 
ing feffion,  if  they  are  not  exprefsly  renewed. 

II.  The  funds  neceffary  to  the  discharge  of  the 
national  debt,  and  the  payment  of  the  civil  lift,  can, 
under  no  pretext,  be  refilled  or  fufpended.  The  fa- 
laries  of  the  minifters  of  the  Catholic  religion,  who 
are  paid,  preierved,  elefted,  01  named  in  virtue  of  the 
decrees  of  the  National  Conftituent  Affembly,  form 
a  part  of  the  national  do-bt.  The  legiflative  body 
cannot,  in  any  cafe,  charge  the  nation  with  the  pay- 
ment of  tire  debts  of  any  individual. 

III.  The  accounts  at  full  length  of  the  minifterral 
department,  figned  and  certified  by  the  minifteis  or 
coirmiflioners,  fhall  be  rendered  public,  by  being 
printed  at  the  commencement  of  the  feffion  of  each 
legiflature.  So  fliall  alio  the  ftate  of  receipts  of  the 
different  taxes,  and  all  the  public  revenues.  The 
ftate  of  receipt  and  expendiuire  fhall  be  diftinguiflied 
according  to  their  nature,  and  ftiall  exprefs  the  lums 
received  and  difburied,  year  by  year,  in  each  diftrift. 
The  private  expences  of  eacli  department,  and^hofe 
relative  to  the  tribunals,  the  adminiftrative  bodies, 
and  other  eftablifhments,  fliall  alfo  be  rendered  pub- 
lic. 

IV.  The~adminiftrators  of  department,  and  fub« 
adminiftrators,  can  neither  eftablifh  any  public  con- 
tribution, nor  make  any  diftribution  beyond  the  time 
and  the  fum3  fixed  by  the  legiflativebody;  nor  deli- 
berate, or  permit,  without  being  authorifed  by  it, 
any  local  loan  to  be  charged  to  the. citizens  of  the  de- 
partment. 

V.  Tkt. 
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V.  The  executive  power  directs  and  fuperintends 
the  collection  and  paying  in  of  contiibutions,  and 
gives  all  the  neceflary  orders  to  this  effect. 

Title  VI. — Of  the   Connexion  of  the  French  Na-tion 
•with  other  Nations. 

I.  The  French  nation  renounces  the  undertaking 
of  any  war  with  a  view  to  make  conquefls,  and  will 
never  employ  its  forces  againft  the  liberty  of  any 
people.  The  conftitution  no  longer  admits  the 
Droit  d*Aubaine.  Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in 
France  or  not,  inherit  the  property  of  their  paicnts, 
whether  foreigners  or  Frenchmen. — They  can  con- 
tract, acquire,  and  receive  property  fitnated  in 
France,  and  difpofe  of  it,  as  well  as  any  French  citi- 
zen, in  every  mode  authorized  by  the  laws. — Fo- 
reigners in  France  are  fubject  to  the  fame  criminal 
laws  and  regulations  of  police  as  French  citizens, 
with  a  referve  for  conventions  agreed  on  with  foreign 
powers.  Their  perfons,  effects,  induflry,  and  reli- 
gion, are  equally  protected  by  the  law. 

.'    TITLE  VII. — Of  the  Revifion   of  Conftitutional 
Decrees. 

I.  The  national  conftituent  aflembly  declares,  that 
the  nation  has  an  imprefcriptible  right  to  change  its 
conftitution  ;  and,  neverthelefs,  confidering  that  it  is 
molt  fuitable  to  the  national  intereft  to  make  ufe  only 
by  means  appointed  by  the  conftitution  itfelf,  of  the 
right  of  reforming  thofe  articles  which  experience 
fhall  demonftrate  the  inconvenience  of,  decrees,  that 
the  aflembly  of  revifion  fliall  proceed  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : 

II.  When  three  following  leg'flatures  fliall  have 
declared  an  uniform  wifli  for  the  change  of  any  con- 
flitutional  article,  the  revilion  demanded  fhall  take 
place. 

III.  The  enfuing  legiflature  (that  commencing  in 
I791)  cannot  pi opofe  the  reform  of  any  conftitu- 
tional article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  legiflatures  who  fhall  fuccefiive- 
ly  propofe  any  changes,  the  firft  two  fliall  not  occupy 
thenfelves  relative  to  that  object,  but  iti  the  laft  two 
moi ith«  of  their  laft  fefllon,  and  the  third  at  the  end 
of  its  firft  annual  feftion,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fecond.  Their  deliberations  on  that  matter  fliall  be 
fubjected  to  the  fame  forms  as  the  legiflative  acts  ; 
but  the  decrees  by  which  they  fhall  have  exprefied 
their  defires,  fliall  net  be  fubjected  to  the  fanction  of 
the  king. 


V.  The  fourth  legiflature,  augmented  by  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  members  chofen  in  each  de- 
partment, by  doubling  the  ordinary  number  which  it 
furnifhes  for  its  population,  fliall  cotlfiitute  ihe  aflem- 
bly of  revilion.  Tlicfe  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
members  fliall  be  elected  after  the  nomination  of  re- 
presentatives to  the  legiflative 'body  fliall  have  been, 
terminated,  and  there  fliall  be  formed  a  feparate 
proces-veibal  of  it.  The  aflembly  of  revifion  fliall 
not  be  compoled  of  more  than  one  chamber. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  third  legiflature,  who 
fliall  have  demanded  a  change,  cannot  be  elected  in 
the  aflembly  of  revifion. 

VII.  The  members  of  the  aflembly  of  revilion, 
after  having  pronounced  all  at  once  the  oath,  "  to 
live  free  or  die,"  fliall   individually  fwear,  "  to  confine 

\  themfclvcs  to  decide  on  the  objects  which  fhall  have  been 
\fnbnutted  to  them  by  the  unanimous  tvifj  of  three  pre- 
ceding hgiflatures  ;  and  to  maintain,  in  other  refpeils, 
•with  all  their  power,  the  conjlitution  of  the  kingdom  de- 
creed  by  the  National  Conftituent  Affcmbly  in  the  years 
1  789,  1  790,  and  1791;  and  to  be  in  all  faithful  to  the 
Nation,  to  the  Law,  and  to  the  King. 

VIII.  The  aflembly  of  revifion  fliall  be  bound  to 
occupy  itfelf  afterwards,  and  without  delay,  in  the 
objects  which  fliall  have  been  fubmitted  to  its  exa- 
mination ;  and  as  foon  as  this  tafk  is  finifhed,  the  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  new  members,  named  over 
and  above,  fliall  retire,  without  taking  a  part  in  any 
cafe  in  the  legiflative  aSls. 

The  French  colonies  and  pofleffions  in  Afia,  Afri- 
ca, and  America,  although  they  make  a  pait  of  the 
French  empire,  are  not  included  in  the  prefent  confti- 
tution. 

None  of  the  powers  inftituted  by  the  conftitution 
have  a  right  to  change  it  in  its  whole,  or  in  its  parts, 
excepting  the  reforms  which  may  be  made  in  it  by 
the  mode  of  revifion,  conformably  to  the  regulations 
of  Title  VII.  above. 

The  National  Conftituent  Aflembly  commits  thede- 
pofit  of  it  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legiflative  body,  of  the 
king,  and  of  the  judges,  to  the  vigilance  of  fathers  of 
families,  to  wives,  and  to  mothers,  to  the  attachment 
of  young  citizens,  to  the  courage  of  all  Frenchmen. 

The  decrees  paffed  by  the  National  Aflembly, 
which  are  not  included  in  the  act  of  conftitution, 
fliall  be  executed  as  laws  ;  and  thofe  anterior  laws 
which  it  has  not  altered,  fhall  alio  be  obferved  lo  long 
as  they  fliall  not  be  revoked  or  modified  by  the  legif- 
lative power. 
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No.    II. 
NEW    DECLARATION    OF    THE    RIGHTS    OF   MAN". 

AGREED    TO    BY    THE    CONVENTION,    SUNDAY,    JUNE    23,    1793. 


THE  French  people,  convinced  that  forgetfulnefs 
of,  and  contempt  for,  the  natuial  rights  of  man,  are 
the  only  caufes  of  the  crimes  and  misfortunes  of  the 
world,  have  refolved  to  expele,  in  a  declaration,  their 
lacred  and  unalienable  rights,  in  older  that  all  citi- 
zens, being  able  always  to  compare  the  acts  of  the 
government  with  the  end  of  every  focial  inftitntion, 
taiay  never  fuffer  themfefves  to  be  opprefied  and  de- 
graded by  tyranny  ;  and  that  the  people  may  always 
before  their  eyes  the  bans  of  their  liberty  and 
h'appinefs ;  the  magiitrates  the  rule  of  their  duty  j 
and  the  legislature  the  object  of  their  million — They 
acknowledge,  therefore,  and  proclaim,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  following 

DECLARATION    OF    THE    RIGHTS    OF    MAN,     AND 
OF    CITIZENS. 

"  Article  I.  The  end  of  fociety  is  common  happi- 
ncSs.  Government,  is  inft ituted  to  fecure  to  man  the 
enjoyment  of  his  natural  and  imprefcriptible  right?. 

II.  Thefe  rights  are,  Equality,  Liberty,  Safety, 
and  Property. 

III.  All  men  are  equal  by  Nature,  and  before  the 
Law. 

IV.  The  Law  is  the  free  and  folemn  expreffion  of 
the  general  will.  It  onght  to  be  the  fame  for  all, 
whether  it  protects  or  pumihes.  It  cannot  order  but 
what  is  jult  and  ul'eful  to  fociety.  It  cannot  forbid 
but  what  is  hurtful. 

V.  All  citizens  are  equally  admissible  to  public 
employments.  Free  people  avow  no  other  motives 
of  preference  in  their  elections  than  virtue  and  ta- 
lents. 

VI.  Liberty  is  that  power  which  belongs  to  a 
man,  of  doing  every  thing  that  does  not  hurt  the 
rights  of  another :  its  principle  is  nature:  its  rule 
juflice:  its  protection  the  law:  and  its  moral  limits 
are  defined  by  this  maxim,  "  Do  not  to  another  what 
you  would  not  wifli  done  to  yourfelf." 

VII.  The  right  of  manifesting  one's  thoughts  and 
opinions,  either  by  the  prefs,  or  in  any  other  manner  : 
the  right  of  affcmbling  peaceably,  and  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  religious  worfhip,  cannot  be  forbidden.  The 
necefiity  of  announcing  thefe  rights  fuppofes  either 
the  prefence  or  the  recent  remembrance  of  deipotiim. 

VIII.  Whatever  is  not :  forbidden  by  the  law  can- 
not be  prevented.  No  one  can  be  forced  to  do  that 
which  it  does  not  order. 

IX.  Safety  c -rinds  in  the  protection  granted  by 
fociety  to  each  citizen  for  the  prefervation  of  his  per- 
son, his  rights,  and  1  is  property. 

X.  The  law  avenges  the  armies  committed  againit 
oyblic  and  individual  liberty  by  thefe  in  power. 


1  XI.  No  perfon  can  be  accufed,  arreSled,  or  con- 
fined, but  in  cafes  determined  by  she  law,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  which  it  prefcribes.  Every  ci- 
tizen Summoned  or  feized  by  the  authority  of  the 
law,  ought  immediately  to  obey  ;  he  renders  himielf 
culpable  by  refinance. 

XII.  Every  act  exercifed  againft  a  man  to  which. 
the  cafes  in  the  law  do  not  apply,  and  in  which  its 
forms  are  not  obferved,  is  arbitrary  and  ryrani 
Refpect  for  the  law  forbids  him  to  Submit  to  luck 
acts ;  and  if  attempts  arc  made  to  execute  them  by 
violence,  he  has  a  right  to  repel  force  by  force.-' 

XIII.  Thefe  who  fhall  folicit,  difpatch,  fign,  exe-r 
cute,  orcaufeto  be  executed,  arbitrary  acts,  are  cul- 
pable, ant!  ought  to  be  punifhed, 

XIV.  Every  man  being  fnppofed  innocent  until 
he  lias  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  is  judged  indifpen- 
fable  to  arreSt  him,  all  Seventy  not  neceflary  to  fee  lire 
his  perfon  ought  to  be  Strictly  reprcSfed  by  the  law. 

XV.  No  one  ought  to  tried  and  punifhed  until'he 
has  been  legally  Summoned,  and  in  virtue  of  a  law 
published  previous  to  the  comraiffion  of  the  crime. 
A  law  which  Should  punifli  crimes  committed  before 
it  exiftcd  would  be  tyrannical.  The  retro  aclive  ef- 
fect given  to  a  law  would  be  a  crime. 

XVI.  The  law  ought  not  to  decree  any  punifu- 
ments  but  fuch  as  are  Strictly  and  evidently  neceSTtry  ; 
punishment  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  crime, 
and  u leful  to  fociety.  , 

XVII.  The  right  of  property  is  that  right  which 
belongs  to  every  citizen  to  enjoy  and  difpofe  of,  a*r 
cording  to  his  pleaiure,  his  property,  revenue?,  la- 
bour, and  induftny. 

XVIII.  No  kind  of  labour,  culture,  or  commerce, 
can  be  forbidden  to  the  induftrio'us  citizen. 

XIX.  Every  man  may  engage  his  Services  and  his 
time,  but  he  cannot  Sell  himielf;  his  perfon  is  not 
alienable  property.  The  law  does  not  acknowledge 
Servitude, j  there  can  exift  only  an  engagement  of 
care  and  gratitude  between  the  man  who  labours  and 
the  man  who  employs  him. 

XX.  No  one  can  be  deprived  of  the  fmallc-ft  por- 
tion of  his  property,  without  his  content,  except 
when  the  public  neceffity,  legally  ascertained,  evident- 
ly requires  it,  and  on  condition  of  a  juft  and  previous 
indemnification. 

XXI.  No  contribution  can  be  established  but  for 
general  utility,  and  to  relieve  the  public  wants. 
Every  citizen  .has  a  right  to  concur  in  the  establish- 
ment of  contributions,  to  watch  over  the  uVe  made 
of  them,  and  to  call  for  a  Statement  of  their  expen- 
diture. 

XXII.  Public rlids  are  a  facred  debt.  The  fociety 
is  obliged  to  provide  for  the  lubiiltence  of  the  mfc 

6  C  foj  innate, 


APPENDIX,    No.  TT. 


fortunate,  cither  by  procuring  tliem  employment,  or 
by  fecuring  the  means  of  cxiltence  to  thole  v,ho 
are  unable  to  labour. 

XXIII.  Inltniction  is  the  want  of  all,  and  the  fo- 
riety  ought  to  favour,  with  all  its  power,  the  progrefs 
of  public  reafoil  ;  and  to  plate  inftruction  within  the 
leach  of  every  citizen- 

XXIV.  The  focial  guarantee  confifts  in  the  actions 
of  all,  to  fecure  to  each  the  enjoyment  and  preferva- 
tion  of  his  rights.  This  guarantee  reft  on  the  Na- 
tionr.l  Sovereignty. 

XXV.  The  focial  guarantee  cannot  exift  if  the 
limits  of"  the  public  functions  are  not  clearly  deter- 
mined by  the  law,  and  if  the  refponfibility  of  all  pub- 
lic functionaries  is  not  fecured. 

XXVI.  The  fovereignty  refides-in  the  people  •.  it 
is  one  and  indiviiiblc,.  imprefcriptible,  and  unalien- 
able. 

XXVII.  No  portion  of  the  people  can  exercife 
the  power  of  the  whole :  but  each  fection  of  the 
Sovereign  affcrabled  ought  to  enjoy  the  right  of  ex- 
piellingits  will  in  perfect  liberty.  Every  individual 
w  ho  arrogates  to  himfel-f  the  fovereignty,  cr  who 
ufurps  the  exercife  of  if,  ought  to  be  put  to  death  by 
free  men. 

XXVIII.  A  people  have  always  the  right  of  re- 
viling, amending,  and  changing  their  con  ft  it  ut  ion. 
One  generation  cannot  fubjedt  to  it3  laws  future  ge- 
nerations. 

XXIX.  Every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  of  con- 
euiring  in  the  formation  of  the  law,  and  in  the  nomi- 
nation of  his  mandatories  or  agents. 

XXX.  Public  functions  cannot  be  confidered  as 
diftinctians  or  rewards,  but  as  duties.. 

XXXI.  Crimes  committed  by  the  mandatories  of 
the  people  and  their  agent3,  ought  never  to  remain 
tinpunifhed.  No  one  has  a  right  to  pretend  to  be 
more  inviolable  than  other  citizens. 

XXXII.  The  right  of  pre  fencing  petitions  to  the 
tiepolitories  of  public  authority  belongs  to  every  in- 
dividual. The  exercife  of  this  right  cannot,  in  any 
tale,  be  forb"dden,.fufpended,.  or  limited. 

XXXIIT.  Refinance  to  opprelfion  is  die  confe- 
qnence  of  the  other  rights  of  man. 

XXXIV.  Oppreflion  is  exercised  againft  the  focial 
body,  when  even  one  of  its  members  is  oppreffed.. 
DppreiSon  is  exercifed  againft-  each  member,  when 
tue  focial  body  is  oppreffed. 

XXXV.  Wherk-the  government  violates  the  rights 
cf  the  people,  infurrection  becomes  to  the  people, 
and  to  every  portion  of  the  people,  the  moll  i'acred 
and  the  moil  indifpenfable  of  duties. 


fible. 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ACT. 

Of  the  Republic. 
Art.  I,  The  French  Republic  is  one  and  indivr 


Of  the  Divijion  of  the  People. 

IT.  The  French  people  are  divided,  for  the  crxeT* 
cite  of  the   fovereignty,   into  primary  affemblics  of 

cantons. 

III.  For  the  administration  of  jufrice  thrv  are  di- 
vided into  departments,  diftiictj,  and  municipalities. 

Of  the  State  of  Citizens, 

IV.  Everyman  born  and  refident  in  France,  of  the 
age  of  twenty- one  years  complete;  every  foreigner 
aged  twenty-one  years  complete,  who  has  reiided  a. 
year  in  France,  who  has  acquired  property,,  married 
a  French  woman,  adopted  a  child,  or  maintained  art 
aged  perfon  ;  in  fhort,  every  foreigner  who  dial  I  be 
judged  by  the  legillative  body  to  have  deferved  well 
by  his  humanity,  thai!  be  admitted  to  exercife  the 
rights  of  a  French  Citizen, 

V.  The  exercife  of  the  rights  of  Citizens  mall  be 
loft  by  being  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country,  by  ac- 
cepting functions  or  favours  from-  a  government  not 
popular,  and  by  condemnation  to  difgraeeful  or  penak 
punifliments. 

VI.  The  exercife  of  the  rights  of  citizens  (hall  be 
fufpendtd  by  a  date  of  accufation  ;  and  by  being  de- 
clared contumacious,  as  long  aj  the  fenter.ee  is  noC 
reverfed . 

Of  the  Sovereign*}'  of  the  People, 
VII\  The  SovertigT   People  are  the  univerfaliry 
of  the  French  citizens. 

VIII.  They  (fall  immediately  name  the  deputies- 

IX.  They  (hall  delegare  to  electors  the  choice  of. 
adminittratoi's,  public  arbitrators,  criminal  judges,, 
and  judges  of  appeal. 

X..  Tney  fhail  deliberate  on-laws.- 

Gf  Primary  AffitahlieS; 

XT.  Primary  aifemblies  mall  be  compofed  of  citi- 
zens who  have  reiided  fix  months  in  each  canton. 

Xli.  They  fhall  conlift  of  two  hundred  citizens- 
at  lead,  or  lix  hundred  at  moft,  called  to  vote. 

XII I-.  They  fh.'ll  be  ccniVituted  by  the  nom.nation- 
of  a  prefideut,  fecretaries,  and  i'crr.ti.ieer?. 

XIV.  Their  police  fhall  belong  to  them. 

XV.  No  perfon  can  appear  there,  with  arms. 

XVI.  The  elections  fhall  be  maile  by  fenuiny,  of 
openly  by  the  voice  of  each  voter. 

XVII.  A  primary  afterwbly  cannot  in  any  cafe  pre* 
(bribe  an  uniform  mode  o*f  voting, 

XVIII.  The  fcrutineers  Gull  certify  the  .votes  of 
citizens  who,  not  being  able  to  write,  prefer  voting 
by  ferutiny.. 

XIX.  The  fuiTrages  on  laws  fhall  be  given  by  Yet 
or  No. 

XX.  The  will  of  the  primary  affembly  dial!  be 
proclaimed  as  follows  :  "  The  Citizens  united  in  th9 
Primary  AJJi'mhlyof  to  the  number  of 
i'oftrs}vote  [for  01  agai >f\        hj  a  majority  of 
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Of  the  National  RefirefenUtUn. 

'XXI.  Population  is  the  iole  bans  of  the  natibnal 
lep  re  fen  tat  ion. 

XXII.  There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty  thou- 
fand  individuals. 

XXIIf.  Each  re-union  of  primary  aflemblies  re- 
fusing from  a  population  of  from  thirty-nine  to  for- 
ty-one thoufand  ibuis,  nominates  direclly  one  deputy. 

XXIV.  The  nomination  is  made  by  the  abfolute 
majority  of  fuffrages. 

XXV.  Each  aflembly  cafts  up  the  fuffragrs,  and 
fends  a  commifiioner  for  the  general  cafting  up  to  the 
place  pointed  out  as  the  molt  central. 

XXVI.  If  the  cafting  up  does  not  give  an  abfo- 
lute  majority,  a  fecond  vote  is  proceeded  to,  and  the 
votes  are  taken  for  the  two  citizens  who  had  the  moft 
voices. 

XXVII.  In  cafe  of  equality  of  voices,  the  eldelt 
has  the  preference,  either  to  be  on  the  ballot,  or  elect- 
ed.    In  cafe  of  equality  of  age,  lot  decides. 

XXVIII.  Every  Frenchman,  exerciling  the  rights 
of  citizen,  is  eligible  through  the  extent  of  the  Re- 
public. 

XXIX.  Each  deputy  belongs  to  the  whole  nation. 

XXX.  In  cafe  of  the  non-acceptance,  refignation, 
forfeiture,  or  death  of  a  deputy,  he  is  replaced  by 
the  primary  affemblies  who  nominated  him. 

XXXI.  A  deputy  who  has  given  in  his  refignation 
cannot  quit  his  poll  but  after  the  admiffion  of  his 
fuccefTor. 

XXXII.  The  French  people  affemble  every  year 
on  the  fir  ft  day  of  May  for  elections. 

XXXIII.  It  proceeds  in  them,  whatever  be  the 
number  of  citizens  prefent  having  a  right  to  vote. 

XXXIV.  Primary  affemblies  are  formed  on  extra- 
ordinary occalions,  on  the  demand  of  a  fifth  of  the 
citizens,  who  have  a  right  to  vote  in  them- 

XXXV.  The  convocation  is  made,  in  this  cafe,  by 
the  municipality  of  the  ordinary  place  of  meeting. 

XXXVI.  Thefe  extraordinary  aflemblies  do  not 
deliberate  but  when  one  more  than  the  half  of  the 
citizens  who  have  a  right  to  vote  in  them  are  prefent. 

Of  the  Ehtloral  AJfcniblies. 

XXXVII.  The  citizens  met,  in  primary  aflem- 
hVes,  nominate  one  elector  for  every  two  hundred 
citizens,  prelent  or  not  ;  two  for  from  two  hundred 
and  one  to  four  hundred  ;  and  three  from  lour  hun- 
dred and  one  to  fix  hundred. 

XXXVIII.  The  hording  of  the  electoral  affem- 
blieE,  ard  the  mode  of  elections,  are  the  fame  as  in 
the  primary  aflemblies. 

*      Of  the  Legiflative  Body* 

XXXIX.  The  legiflative  body  is  one,  indivifible, 
and  permanent. 

XL.  Its  feflion  is  for  a  year. 

XLI.  It  meets  the  firft  of  July. 

XLII.  I  he  National  Affembly  cannot  be  con  ft  i- 
tuted  if  it  do  not  conni't  of  one  more  than  ihe  half 
•f  the  delinks. 


XLIII.  The  deput'es  cannot  be  examinee?,  ax- 
cufed,  or  tried,  at  any  time,  for  the  opinions  the/ 
have  delivered  in  the  legiflative  body, 

XLIV.  They  may,  for  a  criminal  act,  be  feizecf 
en  flagrant  dclit ;  but  a  warrant  of  arreft,  or  a  warrant 
fummoniog  to  appear,  cannot  be  granted  againii 
them,  unlefs  authorifed  by  the  legiflative  body. 

Holding  of  the  Sittings  of  the  Legiflative  Body. 

XLV.  The  fittings  of  the  National  Affembly  arc 
public. 

XLVI.  The  minutes  of  its  fittings'  are  printed. 

XLVII.  It  cannot  deliberate,  if  it  be  not  com- 
pofed  of  two  hundred  members  at  the  i'eafi. 

XLV  III.  It  cannot  refute  to  hear  its  membcry 
fpeak  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  demanded  to> 
be  heard. 

XLIX.  It  deliberates  by  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers prefent. 

L.  Fifty  members  have  a  right  to  require  the  no« 
minal  appeal. 

LI.  It  has  the  right  of  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of 
its  members  within  itfelf. 

LII.  The  police  appertains  to  it  in  the  place  of  if3 
fittings,  and  in  the  external  circuit  which  it  has  de« 
termined. 

Of  the  Funtlions  of  the  Legiflative  Body. 

LIII.  The  legiflative  body  propofes  laws  and 
paffes  decrees. 

L.I V.  Under  the  general  name  of  laws  are  com- 
prehended the  acts  of  the  legiflative  body  concerning' 
the  legiilation  civil  and  criminal ;  the  general  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  revenues,  and  of  the  ordinary 
expences  of  the  Republic ;  the  national  domains  j 
the  title,  the  weight,  the  imprefnon,  and  the  denomi- 
nation of  money  ;  the  nature,  the  amount,  and  the 
collection  of  contributions;  the  declaration  of  war  » 
every  new  general  diftribnticn  of  the  French  terri- 
tory;  the  public  inftrucrion  ;  and  the  public  honours^ 
to  the  memory  of  great  men. 

LV.  Under  the  particular  name  of  decrees  are  in- 
cluded the  acts  of  the  legiflative  body  concerning' 
the  annual  eftablifhment  of  the  land  and  fea  forces  ;. 
the  perrniffion  or  the  prohibition  of  the  paifoge  of 
foreign  troops  through  the  French  territory;  the- 
introduction  of  foreign  naval  forces  into  the  ports  of 
the  Republic  ;  the  meafures  of  general  fafety  and 
tranquillity;  the  annuat  and  occaiional  diftrihution? 
of  public  fuccours  and  works;  the  orders  for  tha 
fabrication  of  money  of  every  kind;  the  unforefeea 
and  extraordinary  expences  -T  the  meafures  local  and 
particular  to  an  adminiitration,  a  commune,  or  any 
kind  of  public  works  -T  the  defence  of  the  territory  ;  the 
ratification  of  treaties ;  the  nomination  and  the  re- 
moval of  commanders  in  chief  of  armies ;  the  pro- 
fecu'ion  of  the  refponfibility  of  members  of  the 
colt'  il,  and  the  public  functionaries  ;  the  acculatioa 
of  p.-rfons  charged  with  plots  againil  the  gereial: 
i&J&tjf  of  the  Republic  -}    all  change  in  the   partial 
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drftributTon  of  the   French  territory  j    and  national 
recoirrpencet. 

Of  tl't  Formation  of  the  Law; 

T.VI.  The  plans  of  a  law  arc  preceded  by  a  report. 

LVI-I.  The  difcuffion  cannot  be  opened,  and  the 
law  cannot  be  provisionally  refolved  nj)on,  till  fifteen 
days  after  the  report. 

>LVHI.  The  plan  is  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the 
communes  of  the  Republic,  under  this  title  :  "  Law 
fropofed." 

LIX.  Forty  days  after  the  fending  of  the  law  pro- 
posed, if  in  more  than  one  half  of  the  departments, 
the  tenth  of  the  primary  alfemblies  of  each,  regu- 
larly formed,  have  not  objected  to  it,  the  plan  is  ac- 
cepted, and  becomes  law, 

LX.  If  there  be  an  objection,  the  legifiative 
body  convokes  the  primary  affemblies. 

Of  the  Entitling  of  Laws  and  Decrees, 

I. XT.  Laws,  decrees,  judgments,  and  all  public 
acts  are  entitled  :  "  In  the  name  of  the  French  people, 
the  year  ,f  the  French  Republic" 

Of  the  Executive  Council. 

LXII.  There  is  one  executive  council,  compofed 
of  four-and-twenty  members. 

LXIII.  The  electoral  affembly  of  each  department 
nominates  one  candidate.  The  legifiative  body 
choofes  the  members  of  the  council  from  the  general 
lift. 

LXIV.  One  half  of  it  is  renewed  by  each  legisla- 
ture in  the  laft  month  of  the  fefiicn. 

LXV.  The  council  is  charged  with  the  direction 
and  fuperintendance  of  the  general  administration. 
It  cannot  aft  but  in  execution  of  the  laws  and  decrees 
of  the  legifiative  body. 

LXVI.  It  nominates,  not  of  its  own  body,  the 
agents  in  chief  of  the  general  administration  of  the 
Republic. 

LXVII.  The  legifiative  body  determines  the  num- 
ber and  the  functions  of  thefe  agents. 

LXVIII.  Thefe  agents  do  not  form  a  council. 
They  are  Separated,  without  any  immediate  corre- 
fpondence  between  them ;  they  exerciSe  no  perSonal 
authority. 

LXIX.  The  council  nominates,  not  of  its  own 
body,  the  external  agents  of  the  Republic. 

LXX.  It  negpeiates  treaties. 

LXXI.  The  members  of  council,  in  cafe  of  mal- 
versation, are  accufed  by  the  legifiative  body. 

LXXII.  The  council  is  refponfible  for  the  non- 
execution  of  laws  and  decrees,  and  for  abufes  which 
it  dee*  not  denounce.        ■ 

LXIII.  It  recalls  and  replaces  the  agents  in  its  no- 
n  vi    :i  >n. 

[XIV.  It  is  bound  to  denounce  them,  if  there 
»        cation,  before  the  judicial  authorities. 


Of  the  Ccn  icHlon  of  the  Executive  Council  ivitk  tin 
Legifiative  Body, 

LXXV.  The  executive   council  refules  near  the' 
legifiative  body.     It  has  admittance  and  a  Separate 
Seat  in  the  place  of  fittings. 

LXX VI.  It  is  heard  as  often  as  it  has  an  account 
to  give. 

LXXVII.  The  legifiative  body  calls  it  info  the 
place  of  its  fittings,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when  icv 
thinks  fit. 

Of  the  Adminiflrative  and  Municipal  Bodies. 

LXXVI1I.  There  is  a  municipal  adminifrrarion' 
in  each  commune  of  the  Republic;  in  each  diftricr. 
an  intermediate  adminiitrat.on  ;  in  each  department 
a  central  administration. 

LXXIX.  The  municipal  officers  are  elected  by 
the  affemblies  of  the  commune. 

LXXX.  The  administrators  are  nominated  by  the 
electoral  aSTemblies  of  department  and  diltrift. 

LXXXI.  The  municipalities  and  the  administra- 
tors are  renewed,  one  half  every  year. 

LXXX  1 1.  The  administrators  and  municipal  offi 
cers  have  no  character  of  representation  ;  they  can- 
not,   in    any   caSe,  modify  the  acts  of  the  legifiative 
bod)-,  or  SuSpend  the  execution  oS  them. 

LXXXIII.  The  legifiative  body  determines  the 
functions  of  the  municipal  officers  and  administra- 
tors, the  rules  of  their  Subordination,  and  the  penal- 
ties they  may  incur. 

LXXXIV.  The  fittings  of  municipalities  and  ad«* 
miniftrations  are  public. 

Of  Civil  J'fice. 

LXXXV.  The  code  of  civil  and  criminal  laws  ia 
uniform  for  all  the  Republic. 

LXXXVI.  No  infringement  can  be  made  of  the 
right  which  citizens  have  to  caufe  their  differences  to 
be  pronounced  upon  by  the  arbitrators  of  their 
choice. 

LXXXVIT.  The  decifion  of  thefe  arbitrators  is' 
final,  if  the  citizens  have  not  referved  the  right  of 
objecting  to  them. 

LXXXVIII.  There  are  jufiices  of  peace  elected 
by  the  citizens  in  circuits  determined  by  the  law. 

LXXXIX.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  ex- 
pence. 

XC.  Their  number  and  their  competence  are  re- 
gulated by  the  legifiative  body. 

XCI.  There  are  public  arbitrators  elected  by  th,e 
electoral  affemblies. 

XCII.  Their  number  and  their  circuits  are  fixed 
by  the  legifiative  body. 

XCI II.  They  take  cognizance  of  disputes  which 
have  not  been  finally  terminated  by  the  private  arbi- 
trators or  the  jufiices  of  the  peace. 

XCIV.  They  deliberate  in  public  ;  they  give  their 
opinions  aloud  ;  they  pronounce,  in  the  laft  reforr, 
on  verbal  defences,  or  Simple  memorials,  without 
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procedures,  and  without  expenr.e  ;  they  aflign  the  rea- 
sons of  their  decih'ons. 

XCV.  The  jufiices  of  peace  and  the  public  arbi- 
trators are  elected  every  year. 

Of  Criminal  Jitflice. 

XCVI.  In  criminal  cafes,  no  citizen  can  be  tried 
but  on  an  accufation  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed 
by  the  legiflitive  body  ;  the  accufed  have  couniel, 
chofen  by  themfelves,  or  nominated  officially  :  the 
procefs  is  public  ;  the  fad, and  the  intention  are  de- 
clared by  a  jury  of  judgment ;  the  punifhment  is  ap- 
plied 'ova  criminal  tribunal. 

XCVI1.  The  criminal  judges  are  erected  every 
year  by  the  electoral  affemblies. 

the  Tribunal  of  appeal. 

XCVIII.  There  is  one  tribunal  of  appeal  for  all 
the  Republic. 

XCIX.  This  tribunal  does  not  take  cognizance  of 
the  merits  of  the  cafe  ;  it  pronounces  on  the  viola- 
tion of  forms,  and  on  exprefs  contravention  of  the 
law. 

C.  The  members  of  this  tribunal  are  nominated 
every  year  by  the  electoral  affemblies. 

Of  Public  Contributions. 
CI.  No  citizen  is  exempted  from  the  honourable 
obligation  of  contributing  to  the  public  charges. 

Of  the  National  Trcafury. 

CII  The  national  trcafury  is  the  central  point  of 
the  receipts  and  opences  of  the  Republic. 

CHI.  It  is  administered  by  accountable  agents, 
nominated  by  the  executive  council. 

CIV.  Theie  agents  are  superintended  by  commif- 
fioner  ■,  nominated  by  the  legislative  body,  not  ot  its 
oan  members,  anJ  relponlible  for  abides  which  they 
<io  not  denounce. 

Of  Accountability. 

CV.  The  accounts  of  the  agents  of  the  national 
treafury,  and  the  adminiftrators  of  the  public  money, 
are  given  in  annually  to  refponftble  commiffioners, 
rjomimted  by  the  executive  council. 

CVI.  Thele  verificators  are  fuperintended  by 
commiffioners  in  the  nomination  of  the  legillative 
body,  not  of  its  own  members,  and  relponlible  for 
errors  and  abufes  which  they  do  not  denounce  he 
IjCgiflative  body  paffes  the  accounts. 

Of  the  Forces  of  the  Republic. 

CVIL  The  general  force  of  the  Republic  i6  com- 
|>ofed  of  the  whole  people. 

CVni.  The  Republic  maintains  in  its  pay,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  an  armed  force,  by  fea  and  land. 

C.TX.  All  the  French  are  foidieis ;  ihey  are  all 
eK-ercifed  in  the  uie  of  arms. 


CX.  There  is  no  generaliffimo. 

CXI.  Difference  of  ranks,  their  diftirutive  marks 
and  fubordination,  fubfift  only  with  relation  to  fer- 
vice,  and  during  its  continuance. 

CXM.  The  public  force  employed  for  maintaining 
order  and  peace  in  the  interior,  does  not  act  but  on 
the  requifition,  in  writing,  of  the  constituted  autho- 
rities. 

CXIII.  The  public  force  employed  again  ft  ene- 
mies from  without,  acts  under  the  orders  of  the  exe- 
cutive council. 

CX1V.  No  armed  body  can  deliberate. 

Of  National  Conventions. 

CXV.  If  in  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  tenth  of  the  primary  affemblies  of  each, 
regularly  formed,  demand  the  revision  of  the  conili. 
tutiona!  act,  or  the  change  of  fome  of  its  articles,, 
the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to  convoke  all  the  pri- 
mary affemblies  of  the  Republic,  to  know  if  there  be 
ground  for  a  National  Convention. 

CXVI.  The  National  Convention  is  formed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  legiilatuies,  and  unites  in  itfelf 
their  powers. 

CXVH.  It  employs  itfelf,  with  refpect  to  the  con- 
flitution,  only  on  the  objects  which  were  the  caufe  of 
its  convocation. 

Of  the  Ccrrefpoudcnce  of  the.   French  Republic   ivith. 
Foreign  Nations. 

CXVIII.  The  Frenich  people  is  the  friend  and 
natural  ally  of  every  free  people. 

CXIX.  It  does  nut  interfere  in  the  government  of 
other  nations.  It  does  not  iufler  other  nations  to  in- 
terfere in  its  own. 

CXX.  It  gives  an  afylurn  to  foreigners  b.milhed 
from  their  country  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  it  ie- 
fufes  it  to  tvrants. 

CX-XI.  It  does  not  makepeace  with  an  enemy  that 
occupies  its  territory. 

Of  the  Guarantee  of  Rights. 

CXXII.  The  constitution  guarantees  to  all  the 
French,  equality,  liberty,  fafety,  property,  the  pub- 
lie  debt,  the  free  exercife  of  worfliip,  a  common  in- 
struction, public  fuccours,  the  indefinite  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  the  right  of  petition,  the  right  erf  meeting 
in  popular  ibcieties,  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights 
of  mail. 

C  XX  III.  The  French  Republic*  honours  loyalty,, 
courage,  age,  filial  piety,  misfortune.  It  puts  the 
depofit  of  its  conftitution  under  the  guard  of  all  the 
virtues. 

CXXI V.  The  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  the  Con- 
stitutional Act,  are  engraven  on  tables  in  the  bofoiu 
of  the  legillative  body,  and  in  the  public  places. 
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No.  III. 
PROCLAMATION  OF  GENERAL  DUMOURIEfl  TO  THE  BATAVIANS. 


Batavi ans  ! 

THE  lladtholdcr,  who,  according  to  the  principles 
f>f  republicans,  ought  only  to  be  your  captain  gene- 
ral, who  ought  not  to  exercife,  but  for  your  happi- 
nels,  the  powers  with  which  5011  have  inverted  him, 
fuboidinatc  to  the  will  and  decilions  of  the  Repub- 
lic, holds  you  inoppreflion  and  fl  tvery. 

You  know  perfectly  well  your  rights,  which,  in 
1787,  you  attempted  to  recover  from  the  ambitious 
ho  life  of  Orange.  At  that  time  you  had  recourfc  to 
the  French  n  lion;  but  as  the  herfelf  then  groan- 
ed  under  the  defpotifm  of  a  perfidious  court,  you 
toere  made  the  fport  of  the  vile  intriguers  who  then 
governed  France. 

A  handful  of  Prullians,  commanded  by  the  very  duke 
of  Bruniwick  whom  I  have  fince  driven  from  Cham- 
ptgnc,  were  fufficient  to  iubjugate  you  once  more. 
Many  of  you  have  been  the  victims  of  the  vengeance 
of  ycur  **"**;  many  others  were  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  France ;  and  fince  that  time,  you  loll  all 
hopes  of  freedom;  till  a  revolution,  the  mo  ft  afto- 
nifli  ng  the  hiftoryof  the  world  offers,  fupported  by 
the  molt  glorious  fuccefs,  has  given  you,  in  French- 
men, allies  at  once  powerful,  generous,  and  free, 
who  will  fecond  your  efforts  to  be  free,  or  will  learn 
vfo  die  with  you. 

Batavans !  it  is  not  againft  you  that  the  French 
nation  has  declared  war :  friends  to  all  nations,  fhe 
lias  only  for  enemies  all  tyrants.  The  more  enemies 
we  have,  the  more  will  our  principles  be  propagated  : 
perfuafion  and  victory  will  inpport  the  impreicripti- 
ble  lights  of  man  ;  and  nations  will  be  weary  of  ex- 
feauft  ng  their  blood  and  treafures  for  a  final!  number 
of  individuals,  who  keep  dilcord  alive  merely  to  de- 
ceive and  enflave  the  people.  We  enter  Holland  as 
friends  to  the  Dutch,  and  as  irreconcileable  enemies 
to  the  houfe  of  Orange.  Its  yoke  appears  too  in- 
fuppo-rtable  for  your  choice  to  be  doubtful.  Do  not 
you  fee  that  this  demidefpor,  who  tyrannises  over 
yen,  facrifices  to  his  perfonal'  interefts  the  beft  inte- 
rells  of  your  Republic?  Did  he  not  engage  you,  in 
4782,  to  break,  with  a  difgraccful  perfidy,  your 
treaty  of  alliance  with  us  ? 

Has  he  not  fince  conftantly  favoured  the  Englifh 
commerce  at  the  expence  of  your  own.  ?  At  this  mo- 
ment, does  he  not  deliver  up  your  moft  important  fet-  I 
tlements,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  and  all  your  commerce  in  India,  to  the  only 
cation  whofe  inceffant  rivalfhip  you  have  reaibn  to 
fear?  Do  you  believe  that  the  Enghfh,  infatiable 
after  power  and  wealth,  will  ever  reftore  to  you  thefe 
important  pofTefTtons,  which  mult  fecure  them  the 
empire  of  the  Indies  ?  No,  Baiavians !  you  will  ne- 
ver tank  among  the  firft.  maritime  powers  until  you 


are  free.  Send  back  to  Germany  that  ambitious 
houfe,  which  for  an  hundred  years  has  iaciiiiced  you 
to  its  pride.  Send  back  the  lifter  of  Frederick- WiU 
liam,  who  has  at  his  command  tho!e  ferocious  Pruf- 
fians,  who  will  awe  you  as  often  as  you  may  attempt 
to  break  your  chains.  This  calling  in  of  the  Pruf- 
(ians  is  conftantly  an  ir.lult  to  your  brive  troops. 
The  houfe  of  Orange  juflly  fears  left  the  fpiril  of 
liberty  fhonld  fway  them.  A  republican  army  can- 
not long  ferve  tyranny.  Very  foon  the  Dutch  troops, 
foon  the  conquerors  of  the  Dogger-bank,  will  join 
their  colours  and  their  fleets  to  thole  of  France. 

The  firft  who  fliall  range  themfelves  under  the 
ftandard  of  liberty,  fhall  not  only  be  allured  of  the 
continuance  of  fuch  employments  as  they  enjoy  un- 
der the  Republic,  but  of  more  consequential  ones, 
and  that  at  the  expence  of  the  flaves  of  the  ho-ule  of 
Orange. 

am  about  to  vifit  you,  furrounded  by  the  gene- 
rous martyrs  to  the  revolution  of  1787.  Their  per* 
feverance,  and  the  Sacrifices  they  have  made,  merit 
your  confidence  and  mine.  They  form  a  committee* 
which  will  encreafe  in  number.  This  committee  will 
be  extremely  ufeful  in  the  firft  moments-  of  your  re- 
volution ;  and  all  its  members,  who  have  no  other 
ambition  than  to  be  the  deliverers  of  their  country, 
will  re  enter  into  the  different  claries  of  fociaL  order, 
as  foon  as  your  National  Convention  fliall  be  atilir.- 
bled. 

I  come  into  Holland  at  the  head  of  fixty  thonfand 
free  and  victorious  Frenchmen:  fixty  rhoufand  more 
defend  the  Belgic  provinces,  and  are  ready  to  follow 
me,  fhou'rd  I  meet  with  any  refiftance.  We  are  not 
the  aggreffors :  the  parry  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange  has  long  carried  on  againft  us  a  perfidious 
and  fecret  war.  All  the  plots  againft  our  liberty 
have  been  concerted  at  the  Hague. 

We  will  leek  at  the  Hague  the  authors  of  our  mis- 
fortunes :  we  rme  no  anger  and  vengeance  but 
againft  them  ;  we  will'  over-run  your  rich  provinces' 
as  friends  and  brothers.  You  will  fee  the  difference 
between  the  conduct  of  freemen  who  ftrefeb  out  to 
you  their  hands,,  and  of  tyrants  who  inundate  and' 
lay  walre  your  country. 

I  promife  to  the  peaceable  cultivators,  whofe  crops 
are  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  tyran-tf,  an  indemnity,  by 
the  fale  of  the  fubftance  of  thole  who  fball  have  or- 
dered thefe  ufelefs  inundations.  1  protnile  alfo  to 
deliver  into  their  hands,  and  to  their  juft  vengeance,, 
the  perfons  of  thofe  wicked  administrators,  magis- 
trates, or  military  eommanders,  who  fliall  have  order- 
ed them.  To  avoid,  however,  all  <he  defoliations 
which  they  occafion,  I  exhort  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  if  they,  have  fcntiments  of  liberty,  to  oppola. 

thtfe 
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thefe  inundations;     and  I  will  follow  my  proclaim-  ]      The  Belgians  call  me  their  deliverer  : 
tion,  clofely  enough  to  fupport  the  Batavians,  and  to    be  foon  yours. 


I  hope  to 


punifh  the  wicked, 

Batavians !  have  confidence  in  a  man  whom  you 
know  ;  who  has  never  failed  to  fulfil  what  he  has 
promifed  ;  and  who  conduces-  to  battle  freemen,  be- 
fore whom  have  fled,  and  will  flee,  the  Pruflians,  the 
fatellites  of  your  tyrants. 


DlTMOrRlER, 

Commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the 
French  Republic, 


No.  IV. 


DUMOURIER's  LETTER  TO  THE  FRENCH  NATION. 


SINCE  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  I 
have  devoted  myfelf  to  the  maintenance  of  the  liberty 
and  honour  of  the  nation. 

The  fervices  I  rendered  in  the  year  1-92  are  the 
moft  memorable.  Minilier  of  foreign  affairs  during 
three  months,  I  elevated  and  fuiiained  the  dignity  of 
the  French  name  throughout  all  Europe.  1  was  ca- 
lumniated by  an  odious  cabal,  by  whom  I  was  charg- 
ed with  having  plundered  fix  millions  ot  livres  del- 
tined  for  fecret  lervices.  1  have  proved,  that  of  this 
fum  I  did  not  expend  half  a  million. 

Having  quitted  the  career  of  politics  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  month  of  June,  I  commanded  a  fmall 
army  in  the  department  of  the  North.  This  de- 
partment I  was  ordered  to  quit  with  my  troops,  at  the 
very  time  the  Aultrians  entered  in  force  that  part  of 
the  Republic:  I  difobeyed  the  order,  faved  the  de- 
partment, and  an  attempt  was  made  to  come  on  me 
by  furprize,  for  the  purpoie  of  conveying  me  to  the 
citadel  of  Mctz,  where  I  was  to  be  condemned  by  a 
council  of  war  to  fuffer  death. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft  I  took  upon  me, 
in  Champagne,  the  command  of  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men,  weak,  and  without  either  difcipline  or 
organization.  I  arretted  the  progrefs  of  eighty 
thoufand  Pi  r.ffians  and  HelTians,  and  forced  them  to 
retreat,  after  they  had  facrificed  the  one  half  of  their 
army.  I  was  then  the  Saviour  of  France;  and  then 
it  was  that  the  moft  wicked  of  men,  the  opprobrium 
of  Frenchmen — in  a  word,  Marat,  began  to  calum- 
niate me  without  mercy.  With  a  part  of  the  vicU) 
rious  army  of  Champagne,  and  iome  other  troops,  I 
entered,  on  the  fifth  of  November,  the  Belgic  pro- 
vinces, where  I  gained  the  for-ever-memorabls  battle 
of  Jemappc  ;  and  after  a  fucceffion  of  advantages, 
entered  Liege  and  Aix-la-Chapelle  towards  the  clofe 
of  that  month.  From  that  moment  my  deftruclion 
was  refolved  on  ;  and  I  have  been  accufed  of  afpir- 
ing,  now  to  the  title  of  Duke  of  Brabant,  now  to  the 
Stadtbolderjl/ip,  and  again  to  the  Diflatoijbip.  To  re- 
tard and  crulh  my  fuccclLs,  the  minifler  Pache,  fup- 
ported  by  the  criminal  faction  to  whom  all  our  e\Hs 
are  to  be  afcribed,  fullered  the  victorious  army  to 
want  every  thing,  and  fucceeded  in  difbanding  it  by 
famine  and  nakednefs.  The  conlequence  was,  that 
more  than  fifteen  thoufand  men  were  in  the  hoipi- 


tals,  mora  than  twenty-five  thoufand  deferted  throngfir 
mifery  and  diignft,  and  upwards  of  ten  thoufand 
horlcs  died  of  hunger!!! 

I  tranfmitted  to  the  National  Convention  very 
ftrenuous  remonflrancesr  which  I  followed  up,  by 
repairing  in  perfon  to  Paris,  to  engage  the  legiflators 
to  apply  a  remedy  to  this  evil  :  they  did  not  even 
condefcend  to  read  the  four  memorials  1  delivered 
in.  During  the  twenty-fix  hours  I  fpent  in  Pari?,  I 
heard,  almoit  every  moment,  bands  of  pretended  fe- 
derates demand  my  head  :  and  calumnies  of  evmy 
deicription,  as  well  as  menaces  and  infults,  followed 
me  even  into  the  country-houfe  to  which  I  retired. 

Having  delivered  in  my  resignation,  I  was  retained 
in  the  fervice  of  my  country,  becauie  it  was  propofed 
to  me  to  negociate  the  fufpenfion  of  the  war  againlc 
England  and  Holland,  which  I  conceived  as  indiipen- 
fable  to  the  fafety  of  the  Netherlands.  Whilfl  I 
negociatcd,  and  that  fitceefs fully,  the  National  Con- 
vention itielf  haftened  to  declare  war,  without  mak- 
ing any  preparations,  and  without  either  power  or 
means  for  its  fupport. 

I  was  not  even  advifed  of  this  declaration,  and 
learned  it  only  through  the  medium  of  the  Gazettes. 
I  flattened  to  form  a  fmall  army  of  new  troops,  who 
had  never  fought ;  and  with  thefe  troops,  whom  con- 
fidence rendered  invincible,  I  made  myfelf  matter  of 
three  flrong  places,  and  was  ready  to  penetrate  into- 
the  middle  of  Holland',  when  I  learned  the  di falter 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle^  the  railing  of  the  liege  of  Mae- 
ttricht,  and  the  fad  retreat  of  the  army.  By  this 
army  I  was  loudly  fnmmoned — I  abandoned  my 
conquefts  to  fly  to  its  fuccour;  and  confidered  that 
we  could  be  extricated  from  our  difficulties  by  a. 
fpeedy  fuccefs  only.  I  led  my  companions  in  arms. 
to  the  enemy.  On  the  lixteenth  of  March  I  had  a 
conficlerable  advantage  at  Tirlemont.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth, I  brought  the  enemy  to  a  general  action  ;  and 
the  center  and  right  wing,  under  my  charge,  were 
victorious.  The  left  wing,  after  having  attacked 
imprudently,  fled.  On  the  nineteenth,  we  retreated, 
honourably,  with  the  brave  men  that  were  left  to>- 
gether  ;  for  a  part  of  the  army  difbanded  itielf.  On 
the  twenty-firft  and  twenty-fecond,  we  fought  with* 
the  fame  courage ;  and  to  our  firmnefs  was  owing, 
the  prefeivatiun  of  the  remains  of  an  army   which 

breathe* 
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Bet  f>My  for  true  liberty,  for  the  reign  of  the 
.  aadfoi  the  extinction  oi  anarchy. 

Ic  was  then  rh.ic  ihe  Marats,  the  /iair/fiietres,  and 
v  jiminal  I'scla,  oi,  Jacobins  pi  Pans,  plotted  the 
fall  of  tne  generals,  and  more  especially  of  mine. 
.  \iHainr,  hril red  with  the  gold  of  foreign  pow- 
ers, to  complete  the  disorganization  of  the  armies, 
caufed  almorl  all  the  generals  to  be  arrcfted.  They 
keep  them  in  the  jails  of  Paris,  to  Stptembtrize  them  ; 
for  thus  it  is  that,  thefe  monfters  have  coitTed  z  word, 
to  hand  down  to  pollerity  the  remembrance  of  the 
horrid  maflacre  of  the  full  fix  days  of  September. 

Whilft  1  was  employed  in  re  compofing  the  army, 
in  v/iiivu  employment' I  laboured  night  and  day,  on 
the  full  of  April  (yefterday)  four  commiffioners  of 
the  National  Convention  reached  me,  with  a  decree, 
purporting  that  I  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Convention  itfelf.  The  war  minifter,  Bournonville, 
Hay  pupil;  was  weak  enough  to  accompany  them,  to 
iucceed  me  in  my  command.  The  perlons  who  were 
in  the  fuite  of  thefe  perfidious  emiliaries,  informed 
methemfelves,  that  different  groupesof  allaffins,either 
fugitives  from,  or  driven  out  of,  my  army,  were  di 

iierfedoiJ  the  road,  to  kill  me  before  I  could  reach 
'aris,  I  fpent  feveral  hours  in  endeavouring  to  con- 
vince the  commiffioners  of  the  imprudence  of  this 
arrcft. — Nothing  could  fliakc  their  pride j  and  1 
therefore  arretted  the  whole  of  them,  to  feci  e  ^e  as 
holtages  againft  the  crimes  ot  Pans;  I  inftantly  ar- 
ranged with  the  Imperiaiihs  a  (  vi ton  of  arm r, 
and  marched  towards  the  capital,  to  extinguifh,  as 
ipeedilv  as  pnfiiblj,  the  Sighted  embers  of  civil  war. 

My  dear  countrymen  !  i:  is  expedient.tHat  a  true 
ana  brave  man  remove  for  yon  the  veil  which  covers 
all  our  crimes  and  misfortunes.  In  1 7U9  we  made 
great  efforts  to  obtain  liberty,  equality,  and  the  So- 
vereignty of  the  people.  Our  principles  were  con- 
iterated  in  the  deofararich  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ; 
a-ud  there  have  remlted  from  the  labour;  of  our  le- 
sjdlators,  lit,  the  declaration  v.'.uh  lays,  that  r  ranee 
jr,  and  (hall  remain,  a  monarchy  ; — 2<:;.y,  a  conllitu- 
tion  to- which  we  l.vore  fealty  in  1 7S9,  1790,  and 
1791. 

This  confutation  might,  and  indeed  mn ft,  have 
been  imperfect :  but  it  ought  and  might  have  been 
believed,  that  with  time  and  experience  its  errors 
would  be  rectified,  and  that  the  ncctii'uy  ftrife  be- 
tween the  legifir.tive  and  executive  powers  would  ef- 
tttbltfh  a  wife  equilibrium,  which  would  prevent  either 
of  thefe  powers  from  leizi.-.g  the  whole  of  the  au- 
thority, and  attaining  defpotifm.  If  the  defpotifm 
of  a  imgle  individual  is  dangerous  to  liberty,  how 
much  more  odious  muff  that  be  of  feven  hundred 
men,  many  of  whom  arc  void  of  principles,  without 
morality,  and  who  have  been  able  to  reach  that  fupre- 
niacy  by  cabals  or  crimes  alone  ! 

Licentioufnefs  and  excefs  loon  rendered  it  impof- 
fible  to  Support  the  yoke  of  a  constitution  that  gave 
laws;  The  tribunes  influenced  the  affembly  of  re- 
presentative?, and  were  thuufelves  awed  by  the  dun- 


r 
very 


gerous  club  of  the  Jacobins  of  Paris.  The  fliite 
Between  the  two  powers  became  at  length  a  deadly 
combat.  Then  was  the  equilibrium  deftrcyed— 
France  ceafed  to  have  a  king;  and  the  vicToiy  of  the 
tenth  of  Augufl  was  foiled  by  the  atrocious  ciimel 
of  the  firll  days  of  September. 

All  the  departments,  but  more  cfpccinlly  the 
wretched  city  of  Paris,  were  delivered  up  to  pillage; 
to  denunciations,  prole:  iptions,  and  mail'acres.  No 
Frenchman,- the  affaffina  and  their  accomplices  ex- 
cepted, had  either  his  life  or  his  property  in  lecti- 
rity  !  The  conflernation  of  flavery  was  augmented 
by  the  clamorous  orgies  of  villains :  bands  of  pre- 
tended federates  rati  through  and  laid  waite  the  de- 
partments; and  of  the  fcvtli  hundred  individuals 
who  compoied  this  defpotic  and  anarchical  body,  '•'our 
or  five  hundred  groaned  and  decreed,  and  decreed 
and  groaned,  expofed  to  the  exterminating  fwoid  of 
the  Marrus  and  Robdpierrcs.  It  is  thus  that  ihe  un- 
fortunate Louis  the  Sixteenth  perifticd,  without  a' 
judicial  trial,  and  without  a  tribunal ;  and  it  is  thus 
the  decree  of  the  nineteenth  of  November  has  pro- 
voked all  nations,  by  holding  out  to  them  our  aid, 
provided  they  will  confent  to  disorganize  tbemfelves. 
It  is  thus  that  the  unjuft  and  impolitic  decree  of  the 
fifteenth  of  December  has  alienated  from  us  the 
hearts  of  the  Belgians,  has  driven  us  from  the  Neth- 
erlander, and  would  have  brought  about  the  mafhicrs 
of  our  whole  army  by  this  nation,  provoked  at  ou 
outrages  and  our  crimes,  if  I  had  not  laved  that  very 
army  by  my  proclamations.  It  is  thus  that  a  de- 
cree effabliflied  the  tribunal  which  places  the  lives  of 
the  citizens  at  the  mercy  of  a  fmall  number  of  iniqui- 
tous judges,  without  recourfe  or  appeal  to  any  other 
tribunal.  It  is  thus  that  during  the  lafc  month,  all 
the  decrees  have  been  maiked  by  the  flamp  of  infa- 
ti able  avarice,  by  the  blindeft  pride,  and  more  eipe- 
cially  by  the  defire  of  maintaining  power,  by  calling 
to  the  moft  important  polls  no  other  than  daring,  in- 
capable, and  criminal  men,  by  driving  away  or  mur- 
dering men  enlightened  and  of  a  high  character,  and 
by  fupporting  a  phantom  of  a  Republic,  which  their 
errors  in  administration  and  in  policy,  as  well  as  their 
crimes,  had  rendered  impracticable.  Thefe  fe»ei 
hundred  individuals  defpiie,  deteit,  calumniate,  and' 
revile  each  other  ;  and  have  already,  and  that  fre- 
quently, thought  of  poniarding  one  another.  At  this 
moment  their  blind  ambition  has  led  them  to  coaled  e 
afrefh  ;  and  bold  criminality  allies  itfelf  to  feeble 
virtue,  to  preferve  a  power  as  unjuft  as  it  is  unfleady. 
In  the  mean  time,  their  committees  devour  every 
thing;  that  of  the  national  treafury  ablorbing  the 
public  funds,  without  being  able  to  render  any  ac- 
count of  the  expenditure.  ' 

What  has  this  Convention  done,  to  maintain  the 
war  it  has  provoked  againft  all  the  powers  of  Europe  ? 
It  has  diforganized  the  armies,  inflead  of  reiniorc- 
ing  and  recruiting  the  troops  ot  the  line,  and  the  an- 
cient battalions  of  national  volunteer?,  which  would 
have  formed  a  refpectable  army.  Inftead  of  recom- 
pensing 
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penfing  thefe  brave  warriors  by  promotion  and 
praifes,  thefe  legiflators  have  left  the  battalions  in- 
complete, naked,  difarmed,  and  difcontented.  In  the 
fame  way  have  they  treated  the  excellent  cavalry; 
and  the  brave  French  artillery  is  in  the  fame  manner 
exhaufled,  abandoned,  and  in  want  of  every  necef- 
fary.  They  notwithftanding  create  new  corps,  com- 
pofed  of  the  latellites  of  the  fecond  of  September, 
and  commanded  by  men  who  have  never  ferved,  and 
who  are  in  no  other  way  to  be  dreaded,  unlefs  by  the 
armies  they  fnrcharge  and  diibrganize.  The  Con- 
vention facrifices  every  thing  to  thefe  latellites  of  ty- 
ranny, to  thefe  cowardly  bcad-loppcrs.  The  choice 
of  officers,  and  that  of  anminiftrators,  are  in  every 
particular  the  fame  ;  we  fee,  throughout,  the  tyran- 
ny which  flatters  the  wicked,  becaufe  the  wicked 
alone  can  fupport  tyranny  : — And,  in  its  pride  and  its 
ignorance,  this  Convention  orders  the  conqueft  and 
diforganization  of  the  whole  univerfe.  It  fays  to 
one  of  its  generals,  "Go,  and  take  Rome;" — and 
to  another,  "Sally  forth,  and  fubdue  Spain  ;" — to 
the  end  that  defpoiling  commifiioners,  fimilar  to  thofe 
horrid  Roman  Proconfuls  againft  whom  Cicero  de- 
claimed, may  be  fent  thither.  In  the  worlt  feafon  of 
the  year,  it  lends  the  only  fleet  it  poffeffes  into  the 
Mediterranean,  to  fplit  and  founder  on  the  rocks  of 
Sardinia  ;  whilft  it  expofes  the  fleets  of  Breft  to  the 
fury  of  ftorms,  by  fending  them  in  quefl  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  that  has  not  yet  left  its  port. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  civil  war  fpreads  through  all 
the  departments.  Some  of  the  infurgents  are  ex- 
cited by  fanaticifm,  the  neceflary  effecT:  of  perfecu- 
tion  ;  others,  by  an  indignation  at  the  tragical  and 
fiuitlefs  end  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth;  and  others, 
finally,  by  the  natural  principle  of  refifting  perfecu- 
tion. 

Arms  are  every  where  taken  up  ;  murders  every- 
where committed;  and  every  where  are  pecuniary 
fnpplies  and  provifions  intercepted.  The  Englifh 
foment  thefe  troubles;  and  will,  by  their  fuccours, 
fupply  fuel  to  them  at  their  pleafure.  Soon  will 
every  one  of  our  cruizers  difappear  on  the  ocean  ; 
foon  will  the  Southern  department  ceafe  to  receive 
fnpplies  of  corn  from  Itr.ly  and  Africa  ;  and  already 
have  thofe  from  tic  Xorth  and  from  America  been 
intercepted  by  the  fquadxons  of  the  enemies.  Fa- 
mine will  annex  itfelf  lo  all  our  fcourges  ;  and  the 
ferocity  of  our  cannibals  will  but  increafe  with  our 
calamities. 

Frenchmen  !  we  have  a  rallying-point,  which  can 
irifle  the .monfter  of  anarchy:    it  is   the  conftitution 


we  fwore  to  maintain  in  *  789,  1790,  and  1791  :  ft  is 
the  work  of  a  free  people  ;  and  we  (halt  remain  free, 
and  fhall  recover  our  glory,  by  refuming  our  con lU- 
tution. 

Let  us  difplay  our  virtues,  more  cfpccially  that  of 
miidnefs :  too  much  blood  has  already  been  fpilled. 
If  the  monllers  by  whom  we  have  been  diforganifed 
choofe  to  fly,  let  us  leave  them  to  meet  their  punilh- 
ment  elfewhere,  if  they  do  not  find  it  in  their  owa 
corrupted  hearts  ;  but  if  they  with  to  fupport  anarchy 
by  new  crimes,  then  fliall  the  army  punifh.  them. 

In  the  generolity  of  the  enemies  we  have  fo  grie- 
voufly  outraged,  I  have  found  the  fecurity  of  exter- 
nal peace.  Not  only  do  they  treat  humanely  and 
attentively  our  wounded,  fick,  and  prifoners,  who 
fall  into  their  hands — and  all  this  in  fpite  of  the  ca- 
lumnies fpread  by  our  agitators  to  render  us  fero- 
cious— but  they  engage  to  fufpend  their  march,  not 
to  pafs  our  frontiers,  and  to  leave  to  our  brave  army 
the  termination  of  all  our  internal  diffentions. 

Let  the  facred  torch  of  the  love  of  our  country 
awaken  in  us  our  virtue  and  our  courage!  At  the 
bare  name  of  the  conftitution,  civil  war  will  ceafe,  or 
can  no  longer  exift,  unlefs  againft  certain  malevolent 
men,  who  will  no  longer  be  fupported  by  foreign 
powers.  Thefe  have  no  hatred  to  any  others  among 
us  except  our  factious  criminals,  and  defire  nothing 
more  fervently  than  to  reftore  their  efteem  and 
friendfhip  to  a  nation  whofe  errors  and  anarchy  dif- 
turb  and  trouble  all  Europe.  Peace  w'lll  be  the  fruit 
of  this  refolution  ;  and  the  troops  of  the  line,  as 
well  as  the  brave  national  volunteers,  who,  for  the 
fpace  of  a  year,  have  offered  themlelves  as  willing 
facrifices  to  liberty,  and  who  abhor  anarchy,  will  re- 
pofe  in  the  bofom  of  their  families,  after  having  ac- 
complished this  noble  work. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  have  already  made  an  oath,  and  I 
repeat  it  before  the  whole  nation,  and  in  the  prefence 
of  all  Europe,  that  immediately  after  having  effected 
the  fafety  of  my  country  by  the  re-elhtblilhment  of 
the  conftitution,  of  peace,  and  good  order,  I  fliali 
abandon  every  public,  function,  and  fliall  feck  in  foli- 
tude  the  enjoyment  of  the  happinefs  of  my  fellow-* 
citizens. 

The  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army, 

PuMOURIER, 

Baths  of  St.  AmancU 
April  2,  1.793. 
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No.  V. 
MEMORIAL  PRESENTED  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL  OF  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES  ? 

IV    LOKD     AwCKI.ANP,     AM  UASSADOK-kXTR  VOR  I>:  H  Ml  Y     AN11     Pr.ENIPOTEN'TIA.R  V 
FROM     HIS     IlRlTANNIC    MAJES1V. 


Himh  and  Ml©HTY  Lords, 

THE  underfigned  ambafiador  extraordinary  and 
wiicuilei  plenipotentiary  of  bis  Britann  c  nvyeJWj  in 
sonfequence  ol'  eaprefs  orders  which  be  received 
ftoiu  the  king,  his  the  honour  to  lay  before  jrolix 
high  mightinefles  copies  of  all  the  papers  which  have 
been  exchanged  horn  the  tiventy-ieventh  of  Decem- 
ber lait  to  the  twentieth  of  this  month,  between  lord 
Gicnville,  Secretary  of  llate  to  his'Britannic  majelly, 
and  M.  Chauvdin. 

High  and  mighty  lords,  the  king  is  fully  perfuad- 
ed  that  the  fentiments  and  principles  expreiied  in  the 
limit  of  Great  Britain,  are  perfectly  the  fame  with 
thofo  which  animate  your  republic,  and  that  your 
high  mightinefles  are  difpofed  to  concur  fully  in  the 
meafures  which  the  prelent  important  crilis  calls  for, 
and  which  are  the  neceilary  coni'equences  of  thole 
Sentiments  and  principles. 

The  ciicumtlances  which  brought  us  to  that  crifis 
are  too  recent,  and  the  conduct  or  the  king  too  well 
known,  to  oblige  the  underfigned  to  enter  into  Super- 
fiiious  details. 

Not  four  years  ago,  fome  wretches,  affuming  the 
title  of  ph  loibphers,  had  the  prefiimprion  to  think 
themfehes  capable  of  eltablifhing  a  new  Syflem  of 
eivil  focicty.  In  order  to  real  ze  that  dream  of  their 
vanity,  they  found  it  nece-flary  to  overthrow  and  def- 
fcroy  ail  received  notions  of  Subordination,  manners, 
;md  religion,  which  have  hitherto  founded  all  the 
Security,  happinefs,  and  confolation  of  the  human 
incc. —  Fheir  deitruclive  projects  have  but  too  well 
tinLccded.  Bu>  the  effects  of  the  new  fyftem  which 
they  endeavoured  to  introduce,  ferved  only  to  Shew 
the  iuibecility  and  villainy  of  its  authors.  The  events 
which. fo  rapidly  followed  each  other  Since  that  epoch, 
Stir  pats  in  atrocity  all  which  had  ever  polluted  the 
yages-  of  hi  flaxy.  Property,  liberty,  fecurity,  even 
life  itlelf,  hive  been  deemed  play-things  in  the  hands 
ef  infamous  men,  who  are  the  ikives  of  the  moll  li- 
centious patTions  of  rapine,  enmity,  aud  ambition. 

The  annals  of  mankind  prelent  no  epoch  when, 
and  in  10  Short  a  time,  fo  many  crimes  were  coram! t- 
led,  fo  many  misfortunes  caufed,  and  fo  many  tears 
jhed  ;  even  at  this  moment  thefe  horrors  leem  to  be 
at  their  very  height. 

During  all  th*f  time,  the  king,  furrounded  by  his 
people,  who,  by  Divine  Providence,  enjoy  an  unexam- 
pled profperity,  could  not  look  on  the  misfortunes  of 
ethers  but  with  a  Sentiment  of  indignation  and  pity-; 


but,  faithful  to  his  principles,  his  majefly  never  wiflif 
ed  to  interfere  with  the  interior  affairs  ot  foreign  na- 
tions ;  he  never  deviated  from  the  path  of  neutrality: 
which  he  had  prefcribed  to  himfelf.  This  conduct, 
which  the  king  with  plea  So  re  law  obferved  likewife 
by  your  fiii;U  mightinefles,  and  the  good  faith  of 
which  all  Europe  acknowledged,  together  with  his 
peaceable  difpofrt;on,  which  ought  to  have  been  re- 
i petted  on  every  ground,  was  not  Sufficient  to  fee ure 
lis  majelly,  his  loyal  Subjects,  and  this  republic,  from 
the  moil  dangerous  and  criminal  plots. 

For  feveral  months  pair  ambitious  projects  of  ag- 
grandizement, alarming  to  the  tranquillity  and  iafety 
of  all  Europe,  were  planned  in  the  mofl  public  man- 
ner ;  endeavours  were  made  to  fpread  in  the  interior 
parts  of  England,  and  in  this  country,  maxims  detri- 
mental to  all  focial  order  :  they  were  not  even  afhamed 
to  call  thei'e  honible  attempts  "  revolutionary  po-wer,** 
Ancient  and  folemn  treaties,  guaranteed  by  the 
king,  were  infiinged;  and  the  rights  and  territory  of 
the  republic  have  been  violated.  His  majefly,  there- 
fore, in  his  wifdom,  thought  proper  to  make  fuch 
warlike  preparations  as  feemed  to  him  proportioned, 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  times.  The  king  has 
confulted  his  parliament,  and  the  meafures  which  his 
majelly  thought  fit  to  adopt,  were  approved  by  the, 
fpirited  and  unanimous  content  cfa  people,  who 
abhor  anarchy  and  iiTel-igjon,  .and  love  iheir  king  and 
constitution. 

Such  are,  high  and  mighty  lords,  the  motives  of  a 
conduct,   the  wifdom  and  equity  ef  which  have,  till 
now,  in-fured  to  the   king  your  concurrence  and  co- 
operation.    His   majelly   has,   in  every  refpect,  cor.v 
ftantly  kept-  a   watchful  eye    on  the  rapport  of  the 
rights  and  Safety  of  the  United  Provinces.     The  de- 
claration which    the  underfigned  had  the  honour  to 
make  to  your  high  mightineffes,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
November    laft,  and  the  arrival  of  a  fmall  Squadron - 
deltined  for  the  protection  of  the  fliores  of  the  ret 
public,  during   the  time  when  its  own  naval  forces 
were  afiembling,  prove  it  inconteftably.     Your  high 
mightineffes  have  acknowledged  thefe  difpofitions  of 
his  majelly  in  what  he  has  done  already.     You  will 
not  find  them  abated  in  the  preparations  that  are  now 
making.     In  confequence  of  which  his    majelly  is 
:  perfuaded   that  he   wirt  continue  to  experience,   on 
I  the  part   of  your  high  mightinefles,  a   perfect  con- 
!  formity  of  principles  and  conduct.     That  conformity 
j  can  alone  give  to  the  united  efforts  of  the  two  coun- 
i  tries  the  neceffary  energy  for  their  common  defence, 

which. 
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which  will  alfo  oppofe  a    barrier   to-  the  evils  with  [high  ir.ightinefles,  through  the  wifdom  and  energy  of 
which  Europe  is  threatened,   and  fecure   from  every     its  government. 


attempt  the  faftty,  tranquillity,  and  independence  of  [  Done  at  the  Hague,  (Signed) 

a  ft-Ue,  the  happinels  of  which,  is  erifur-ed  by  your  |      Jan.  ^ 5,  1793. 


AuCKLAN3i 


No.  VI. 
OFFICIAL  NOTE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  POWER  OF  FRANCE. 


Paris,  Jans  4,  r  79  j. 
Second  Tear  of  the  Republic. 
THE  provifional  executive  council  of  the  French 
republic,  before  they  reply  more  particularly  to  each 
of  the  points  corr prehended  in  the  note  remitted  to 
them  on  the  part  of  the  miniiter  of  his  Brittannic 
ma  jelly,  will  begin  by  repeating  to  th  it  miniiler  the 
moll:  exprefs  affurances  of  their  (incere  defire  to 
maintain  peace  and  harmony  between  France  and 
.England.  The  kntiments  of  the  French  nation  to- 
wards the  Englifh  have  been  manifested  during  the 
whole  conrfe  of  the  Revolution,  in  fo  conflant,  So 
unanimous  a  maimer,  that  there  cannot  remain  the 
imalleit  doubt  of  ths  efteem  which  it  vows  to  them, 
and  of  its  defire  to  have  them  for  friends. 

It  is  then  with  great  reluctance,  that  the  Republic 
would  fee  itfelf  forced  to  a  rupture,  much  more  con- 
trary to  its  inclination  than  to  its  inferelt.  Before  it 
proceeds  to  Such  a  difagreeabie  extremity,  explana- 
tions arc  neceffary  ;  and  the  object  of  them  is  fo 
highly  important,  that  the  executive  council  have  not 
thought  that  they  could  entrult  them  to  a  fecret 
agent,  always  to  be  disavowed.  For  this  reafon  they 
hive  thought  proper,  under  every  point  of  view,  to 
entruft  them  to  citizen  Chauvelin,  though  he  is  not 
accredited  to  his  Britannic  majeity  but  from  the  late 
king. 

The  opinirn  of  the  executive  council  on  this  occa- 
sion is  jiiltitied  by  the  manner  in  which  our  negotia- 
tions are  at  the  fame  time  carried  on  in  Spain,  where 
citizen  Bour^oign  was  exactly  in  the  lame  lituation 
as  citizen  Chauvelin  at  London  ;  which,  however, 
has  not  prevented  the  miniiler  of  the  Catholic  king 
from  treating  with  him  on  a  convention  of  neutrali- 
ty, the  ratification  of  which  is  to  be  exchanged  at 
Paris  between  the  miniiter  for  foreign  affairs  and  the 
charges-dtr-affaires  cf  Spain.  We  will  even  add, 
that  the  principal  miniiler  ot  his  Catholic  majeily, 
when  writing  officially  on  this  Subject  to  citizen  Bout> 
goign,  did  not  forget  ro  give  him  his  title  of  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  France.  The  example  of  a  power 
of  the  firti  rank,  fuch  as  Spain,  might  have  induced 
the  executive  council  to  nope  that  we  Should  have 
fonod  the  fame'. facility  at  London.  The  executive 
council,'  however,  readily  acknowledge-  that  this  ne- 
gotiation has  not  been  demanded  according  to  diplo- 
matic ftiictnefs,  and  thr.t  citizen  Chauvelin  is  not  for- 
mally enough  authorized.  To  remove  entire: 
obstacle,  and  that  they  may  not  have,  to  reproach 


themfelves  with  having  flopped,  by  a  Ample  defect  in 
form,  a  negotiation,  on  the  meeds  of  which  depends 
the  tranquillity  of  two  great  nations',  they  have  lent 
to  citizen  Chauvelin  credential  letters,  which  will 
give  him  the  means  of  treating  according  to  all  the 
Seventy  of  diplomatic  forms-. 

To  proceed  now  to  the  three  points  which  can 
alone  form  an  object  of  difficulty  with  the  court  of" 
London",  the  executive  council  obferve  on  the  firff,. 
that  is  to  fay,  the  decree  of  the  nineteenth  of  No- 
vember, that  we  have  been  miiur.dernond  by  the  mi- 
nifters  of  his  Britannic  majefly,  when  they  a;- c  tile  iid 
of  having  given  an  explanation,  which  announces  to 
the  feditious  of  all  nations,  what  are  the  cafes  in  which 
they  may  depend,  before-hand,  on  the  fuccoiir  and 
fupport  of  Fiance.  Nothing  can  be  more  foreign 
to  the  Sentiments  of  the  National  Convention,  and  Co 
this  explanation  which  we  have  given,  than  this  re- 
proach ;  and  we  did  not  think  it  was  poffible  that 
the  open  defign  of  favouring  feditious  perfons  could 
be  imputed  to  us,  at  a  moment  even  when  we  de- 
clared, that  it  would  be  doing  an  injury  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  to  alcribe  to  them  the  plan  of  pro- 
tecVmg  infurrections  and  feditious  commotions,  which 
might  a-rile  in  any  Slate  ;  of  aStc-ciating  with  the  au- 
thors of  them  ;  and  thus  of  making  the  caufe  of  a 
few  individuals  that  of  the  French  nation. 

We  have  laid,  and  we  chnfe  to  repeat   it,  that  the 
decree  of  the  nineteenth-  of  November  could  not  be 
applicable,    but  to  the  frngle  cafe,  where  the  general- 
will  of  a  nation,  clearlv  and  unequivocally  exprefled,  . 
Should   call  for  the    aililfanec    and    fraternity  of  ihu  - 
French  nation.      Sedition  can  certainly  neve*  cxiSl, 
wlun  there  is  an  exp'reilion  of  the  general  will :  theie 
two  ideas  iniHnslly  exclude  each  other  ;  for  Sedition 
is,  and  can  only  be,  a  commotion  of  a  firrail  number 
againSJ  the  majority  of  a  nation  ;  and  this  commotion 
would  ceaie  to  be  ftditious,  if  all  the  members  of  a 
Society  firouid  erlSe  at  once,  either  to  correct  their  go- 
vernment, .  to  change  its  form  entirely,  or  to  accom-  ■ 
pliSh  any  other  object; 

The  Dutch  were  certainly  not  feditious  when  they 

•  formed  the  generous  refolution  of  throwing  off  the 

Spanish  yoke,  and  when  the  general  will  of  that  na- 

I  tion  called. on  the  affiilance  of  France.     It  was  not 

accounted  ;i  crime  to  Henry  the  Fourth  nor  to  qween 

Elizabeth,  that  they  listened  to  them.     A  knowledge  ■ 

of  the   genera!   will  is  the  only  bans  of  transactions 

!  between  nations  5  and  w&  cannot  treat.  with  -any  ga- 

{  vernmeafc 
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'vtrnment  lnrt  bccaufe  that  government  is  fuppofcd  to 
be  the  organ  of  the  genera]  will  of  the  nation  to 
which  it  belongs.  When  by  this  natural  interpreta- 
tion, therefore,  the  decree  of  the  nineteenth  of  No- 
\.  mber  is  reduced  to  its  real  fignilication,  it  will  be 
found  that  it  announces  nothing  moic  than  an  act  of 
the  general  will  above  all  conteft,  and  fo  founded  in 
right,  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  cxprefs  it.  For 
this  reafon,  the  executive  council  think  that  the  evi- 
dence of  this  right  might  perhaps  have  reiulei  ed  it 
unneceflary  for  the  National  Convention  to  make  it 
the  object  of  a  particular  decree  ;  but  with  the  pre- 
ceding interpretation  it  cannot  give  offence  to  any 
nation. 

It  appears  that  the  minifters  of  his  Britannic  nia- 
j  ity  have  made  no  objections  under  the  declaration 
reflecting  Holland  :  fincc  their  only  obfervation  on 
this  fubject  relates  to  the  difcuflion  concerning  the 
Scheldt,  it  is  on  this  lalt  point,  therefore,  that  we  have. 
To  make  ourfelves  underftooci. 

W  e  here  repeat  that  this  queftion  itfelf  is  of  little 
importance.  The  Britifh  minifters  thence  conclude, 
that  it.  is  therefore  more  evident  that  it  has  been 
brought  forward  only  for  the  purpo'e  of  infnlting 
-the  allies  of  England.  We  reply,  with  much  lels 
warmth  and  prejudice,  that  this  queftion  is  abfolutely 
indifferent  to  England,  that  it  is  little  interesting  to 
Holland,  but  that  it  is  of  the  titmoic  importance  to 
the  Belgians.  That  it  is  indifferent  to  England, 
Joes  not  even  require  to  be  proved.  It  is  little  inte- 
refting to  Holland,  lince  the  productions  of  the  Bel- 
gic  Netherlands  can  be  conveyed  through  the  canals 
which  end  at  Offend;  but  it  is  of  great  importance 
foy  the  Belgians,  on  account  of  the  numerous  advan- 
tages which  they  may  derive  from  the  port  of  Ant- 
werp. It  is  therefore  on  account  of  this  importance, 
to  reftore  to  the  Eelgians  the  enjoyment  of  a  valu- 
able  right,  and  not  to  offend  any  one,  that  France  has 
declared  that  it  is  ready  to  fupport  them  in  the  ex- 
el  rile  of  fo  legal  a  right. 

But  is  France  authorized  to  break  ftipnlations  which 
oppofe  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt?  If  we  confult 
the  right  of  nature,  and  not  of  nations,  not  only 
France,  but  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  are  authorized 
to  break  them.  No  doubt  can  remain  on  this  point. 
If  public  right  is  confulted,  we  fay  that  it  ought 
never  to  be  but  the  application  of  the  principles  of 
the  oeneral  right  of  nations  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances in  which  nations  may  be  in  refpect  to  each 
other;  fo  that  every  private  treaty,  which  might  vio- 
late thefe  principles,  could  never  be  considered  but 
as  a  work  of  violence.  We  will  next  add,  that  in 
regard  to  the  Scheldt, the  treaty  was  concluded  with- 
out the  participation  of  the  Belgians.  The  empe- 
,ror,  to  fecure  the  poffeffion  of"  the  Netherlands,  lacri- 
ixced,  without  icruple,  the  moil  inviolable  of  rights. 


Being  mailer  of  thefe  beautiful  provinces,  he  govern- 
ed  them,  as  Europe  has  teen,  with  a  rod  of  ablolute 
defpotilm,  refpected  none  of  their  privileges  but  thofc 
which  were  of  impoitance  for  him  to  preferye,  and 
continually  attacked  or  deftroved  the  reft.  France 
entering  into  a  war  with  the  houfe  of  Aullria,  expels 
it  from  the  Low  Countries,  and  reftores  liberty  to 
thofe  people  whom  the  court  of  Vienna  had  devoted 
to  11  a  very.  Their  chains  are  broken:  they  are  re- 
ftored  to  all  thofc  rights  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
had  taken  from  them.  How  can  that  right  which 
they  had  over  the  Scheldt  be  excepted,  efpecially 
when  it  is  of  real  importance  only  to  thofe  who  were 
deprived  of  it  ?  In  fhort,  France  has  too  good  a  pro- 
ftifion  of  political  faith  to  make,  to  be  afraid  of 
avowing  its  principles.  The  executive  council  de- 
clares then,  not  that  it  may  appear  to  yield  to  fome 
cxpreffions  of  threatening  language,  but  only  to  ren- 
der homage  to  truth,  that  the  French  republic  docs 
not  mean  to  eftablifh  itfelf  an  univerfal  arbiter  of  the 
treaties  which  bind  nations  together.  It  equally 
knows  to  refpect  other  governments,  and  to  take  care 
that  it  may  make  its  own  refpected.  It  does  not 
wifli  to  give  law  to  any  one,  and  it  will  never  fuffer 
any  one  to  give  laws  to  it.  It  has  renounced,  and 
ftill  renounces,  all  conqueft ;  and  its  occupying  the 
Netherlands  will  continue  no  longer  than  the  war, 
and  during  that  time  which  may  be  neceflary  for  the 
Belgians  to  fecure  and  confolidate  their  liberty  ;  after 
which,  provided  they  be  independent  or  happy, 
France  will  be  fufficiently  rewarded. 

When  that  nation  fhall  find  itfelf  in  the  full  pofleffion 
of  its  liberty,  and  when  its  general  will  may  be  de- 
clared legally  and  unfettered,  then,  if  England  and 
Holland  ftill  affix  any  importance  to  the  opening  of 
the  Scheldt,  the  executive  council  will  leave  that  af- 
fair to  a  direct  negotiation  with  the  Belgians.  If  the 
Belgians,  through  any  motive  whatever,  fhall  confent 
to  deprive  themfelves  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt,  France  will  not  oppofe  it.  It  will  refpect 
their  independence  even  ia  their  errors. 

After  fo  free  a  declaration,  which  manifefts  the 
prefent  defigns  of  peace,  the  minifters  of  his  Britan- 
nic majefty  ought  to  entertain  no  doubt  refpecting 
the  intentions  of  France.  But  if  thefe  explanations 
appear  to  them  inefficient,  and  if  we  are  ftill  obliged 
to  hear  the  language  of  haughtinefs,  and  if  hoftile 
preparations  are  continued  in  the  ports  of  England, 
after  having  done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  main- 
tain peace,  we  will  prepare  for  war ;  confeious  at  leaft 
of  thejuftice  of  our  caufe,  and  of  the  efforts  we 
have  made  to  avoid  that  extremity.  We  fhall  com- 
bat with  regret  the  Englifh,  whom  weefteem,  but  we 
fhall  combat  them  without  fear. 

(Signed)         Le  Brun. 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  ADMIRAL  LORD  HOOD, 

TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    TOWNS     AND    FROVINCES    IN    THE    SOUTH    OF    FRANCE. 


Proclamation,  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  Samuel  Lord  Hood,  Vice 
jldmiral  of  the  Red,  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Britannic  majefif  s  fjuadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
&c.   tSV. 

To    the    inhabitants  in  the  to'vns   and  provinces  in  the 
fo nth  of  France. 

DUKTVG  four  years  you  have  been  involved  in  a 
revolution  which  has  plunged  you  in  anarchy,  and 
rendered  you  a  prey  to  factious  leaders.  After  hav- 
ing deftroyed  yeiir  government,  trampled  under  foot 
the  laws,  afiaflinated  the  virtuous,  and  authorized  the 
comrmflion  of  crimes,  they  have  endeavoured  to  pro- 
pagate throughout  Europe  their  fyftem,  dellructive 
of  every  facial  order.  They  have  conftantly  held 
forth  to  yon  the  idea  of  liberty  ;  while  they  have  been 
robbing  you  of  it.  Every  where  they  have  preached 
refpect  to  perfons  and  property,  and  every  where  in 
their  name  it  has  been  violated;  they  have  amufed 
you  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  which  they 
have  conftantly  ufurped  ;  they  have  declaimed  againlt 
the  abides  of  royalty,  in  order  to  eftabhfn  their  ty- 
ranny upon  the  fragments  of  a  throne  Hill  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  your  legitimate  fovereign.  French- 
men !  you  groan  under  the  preffure  of  want,  and  the 
privation  of  all  fpecie  ;  your  commerce  and  your  in- 
duflry  are  annihilated,  your  agriculture  is  checked, 
and  the  want  of  provifions  threatens  you  with  a  hor- 
rible famine.  Behold,  then,  the  faithful  picture  of 
your  wretched  condition  ;    a  lituation   fo  dreadful 


fenfibly  afflicts  the  coalefced  powers :  they  fee  nr> 
other  remedy  but  the  reeftablifbment  of  the  French, 
monarchy.  It  is  for  this,  and  the  acts  of  aggrefflon 
committed  by  the  executive  power  of  France,  that 
we  have  armed  in  conjunction  with  other  coalefced 
powers.  After  mature  reflection  upon  thele  leading 
objects,  I  come  to  offer  you  the  force  with  which  I 
am  entruited  by  my  fovereign,  in  order  to  fpare  the 
farther  effufion  of  human  blood,  to  crufli  with  promp- 
titude the  factious,  to  re-eftabiifh  a  regular  govern- 
ment in  France,  and  thereby  maintain  peace  and 
tranquillity  in  Europe. 

Dec'de,  therefore,  definitively,  and  with  precifion. 
Truit  your  hopes  to  the  generofity  of  a  loyal  and  free 
nation.  In  its  name  I  havejuil  given  an  unequivo- 
cal teflimony  to  the  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  Mar- 
feilles,  by  granting  to  the  commiilioners  lent  on  board 
the  fleet  under  my  command,  a  palfport  for  procur- 
ing a  quantity  of  grain,  of  which  this  great  town 
now  {lands  fo  much  in  need.  Be  explicit,  and  I  riy 
to  your  fuccour,  in  order  to  break  the  chain  which 
iurrounds  yon,  and  to  be  the  ini'trument  of  makinf 
many  years  of  happinefs  fucceed  to  four  years  of  mi- 
fery  and  anarchy,  in  which  your  deluded  country  has 
been  involved. 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic -majefty's  fhip  Vic- 
tory, off  Toulon,  the  23d  day  of  Augult,  179:5. 
(Signed)  Hood. 

B)r  commar.d  of  the  Admiral, 
(Signed)       J.  M-Asthux,  Sec. 


No.  VIII. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  ADMIRAL  LORD  HOOD, 

ON    TAKING    POSSESSION    OF    TOULON. 


Proclamation,  ly  the  Rt.  Hon.  Samuel  Lord  Hand,  Vu  t 
uQdmiral  of  the  Red,  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Britannic  majtflfs  fauadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
tsfe.  CSV. 

WHEREAS  the  fectioni  of  Toulon  have,  by 
their  commiffioners  to  me,  made  a  folem.a  declaration 
in  favour  of  monarchy,  have  proclaimed  Louis  the 
Seventeenth,  ion  of  the  late  Louis  the  Sixteenth, 
their  lawful  king,  and  have  iworn  to  acknowledge 
him,  and  no  longer  fuffer  the  defpotifm  of  the  ty- 
rants, who  at  this  time  govern  France,  but  will  do 
their  iHiTiolt  to  eflablifh   monarchy,  as  accepted  by 


their   late  fovereign,   in   1789,  and  refiore  peace  tr> 
their  dilttacted  and  calamitous  country. 

I  do  hereby  repeat,  what  I  have  already  declared 
to  the  people  in  the  fouth  of  France,  that  I  take  pof- 
feflion  of  Toulon,  and  hold  it  in  trull  only  for  Louis 
the  Seventeenth,  until  peace  fhall  be  re-eftablifbed  in 
France,  which  I  hope  and  trull  wdl  be  loon. 

Given  on  board  his  Britannic  mnjefty's  fhip  Vic- 
tory, off  Toulon,  the  2och  of  Augull,  1793. 

(Signed)  Hood. 

By  command  of  the  Admiral, 
(Signed)     J.  M'Arthup,,Scc 
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No.    IX. 
THE    NEW    FRENCH    CALENDAR; 

COMMENCING    SEPT.    22,  I793. 

Names  of 

Months.                         Englifli.  Term. 

AUTUMN. 

VindemairE        —     fintage  Month         from  Sept.     22  to  O.Ct.      2t 

lkuMAIRS                 Fo^  Month                     O ■  :.         3  2   to  Nov.      BO 

Tkumaiks              —     Sicet  Month              — —  Nov.     21  to  Dec.     20 

WINTER. 

Nivose                  —    Snovj  Month           Dec.      21  to  Ian •      10. 

Pluviose              —     Rain  Month            n.       20  to  Feb.      18 

Ventose                 —     Wind  Month            — —  Feb.       19  to  March  20 

SPRING. 

Germinal             —     Sprout  Month          — —  March  21  to  April     19 

Floreal                 —     Flower*  Month        — —  April     20  to  May      19 

PraiReal              —     Fafiure  Month        — —  May       20  to  June     18 

SUMMER. 

Messtdor              —     Harvr/l  Month       June      19  to  July     18 

Fervidou               —     Hot  Month              July       19  to  Aug.     17 

Fructidor           —     Fruit  Month Aug.       18  to  Sept.    16 

Sans  Culot tides,  as  Fcafis  dedicated  to 


l.v.%  Virtus 

— 

The  Virtues 

— 

Sept. 

17 

Le  Genie 

— 

Genius 

_ 

Sept. 

18 

Le  Travail 

— 

Labour 

' — 

Sept. 

19 

L'Opinmon 

— 

Opinion 

— 

Sept. 

20 

Les  Recompens 

ES 

Rewards 

— 

Sept. 

21 

The  intercalary  day  of  every  fourth  year  is  to  be  called  La  Sans  Cuhttide;  on  which  there  is  to  be  a 
national  renovation  of  the  oath,  "  To  live  free  or  die."  The  month  is  divided  into  three  decades, 
the  days  of  which  nrc  called,  from  the  Latin  numerals, 


1.  Prhiidi. 

2.  Duodi. 
t.  Trait. 


4.  Quartidi.        j        7.    Septidi. 

5.  Quintidi.       I       8.  Ododi, 


6.  Sextidi.  q.  Nonodi. 


jo.  Dccadi,  which  is  to  be  the  day  of  reft 
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*«-««<-«S£>-»f^*- 


A. 

ABOLITION  of  manorial  jurifdi&ions,  313. 

Aiguilon,  duke  of,  h.s  fpeech  on  the  feudal  i'y(- 
tem,  310. 

American  privateers  encouraged  in  the  French 
ports,  13. 

Anijicrdam  fubmits  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  144. 

Av.acharjis  Clootx,  uuroduces  mock  ambaffadors 
of  all  nations  to  the  National  Aflemb'.y,  /;8o. 

Anfelme,  gjner.il,  takes  the  country  of  Nice,  ex- 
cefies  committed  there  5  is  removed  from  the  com- 
mand, and  committed  to  prifon,  big. 

Antoinette,  Mat  ic,  foe  §hccen  of  France. 

Articles,  provifior.ai,  entered  into  between  the 
Englifh  and  Americans,  82. 

Artois,  count  d',  withdraws  from  Paris,  272. 

Affcmbh;  National,  addrefs  the  king  to  difmifs 
the  troops  which  fur.  ounded  Paris,  2505  debates  ill, 
on  the  diforders  in  Paris,  278  ;  diflblves  itfelf,  522; 
character  of  riie  parties,  and  proceedings  in  the 
newaffembly,  523. 

Affigmts  firft  ifTiied,  450. 

Avignon  incorporated  with  France,  507. 

B. 

Baillie,  M.  appointed  mayor  of  Paris,  271  ;  ac- 
cufed  of  having  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft 
the  Republic ;  is  condemned  by  the  revolutionary 
tribunal,  799. 

Barrere's  plan  for  preventing  violence  being  com- 
mitted againft  the  freedom  of  religious  worfhip, 
4  6,  429,  432 ;  decree  for  the  French  people  to 
rife  in  a  mafs,  767. 

Baflilk,  fiege  and  demolition  of,  261;  murder 
of  the  governor,  account  cf  the  prifoners  found 
there,  262. 

fit/hops  cf  Paris  rcfign  their  functions,  800. 

Bourne's,  marquis  de,  humane  treatment  cf  the 
Englifh  failors  who  were  fhipwrecked  in  a  hurri- 
cane, 57. 


Bourbon,  family  of,  removed  to  Marfeilles,  745. 
Bouideanx,  biihop  of,  his  fpeech  to  the  aflembly 
on  the  calamities  of  the  kingdom,  requefting  a  loan, 

3a4- 

Brie,  Jean  de,  his  fanguinary  propofal  to  affuffi- 
nate  the  commanders  of  the  hoftiie  armies,  and  tile 
kings  who  were  the  authors  of  the  war,  615. 

Britanny,  parliament  of,  rilemble  in  defiance  of 
the  king's  orders,  182. 

Brogho,  maiihal,  appointed  generaliffimo  of  the 
army  intended  tofubdue  thePariiians,  253. 

Bran,  Le,  his  letters  to  lord  Grenville,  720. 

Bt'uiffwicki  duke  of,  inarches  againft  the  Dutch 
patriots,  and  takes  feveral  towns,  142  ;  his  mani- 
festo to  the  French,  576. 

Bulls  cf  the  duke  of  Oileans  and  Neckar 
drawn  through  Paris,  veiled  with  black  crape,  253. 

C. 

Cagl'tar'i,  unfuccefsful  attempt  againft,  728. 

Caiffc  d'Efomptr,  defcription  of,  02  ;  violent 
run  upon,  191. 

Caionnc,  M.  de,  his  fpeech  to  the  Notables,  132, 
133;  oppofed  by  Mirabeau,  134;  retires  to  Eng- 
land, 135. 

Cambray,  enormities  committed  by  the  gend'ar- 
merie  at,  644. 

Chartres,  due  de,  baniftied  from  court,  with  his 
father  the  duke  of  Orleans,  b;  recalled,  ib.  Sec 
Orleans. 

ChauvcUn,  M.  his  correfpondence  with  lord 
Grenville,  711. 

Cherbourg  harbour,  immenfe  labours  in  the  con. 
flruciion  of,  226. 

Cboijeul,  due  de,  recalled  to  court,  5. 

Clergy,  the,  join  the  ThirdEftate,  23'?. 

Clubs,    account   of  the  Jacobin  and  Feuillans, 

.533-  .  ,  r 

Cdourg,  Saxe,  prince,  defeats  the  French  near 
Aix  la  Chappelle',  729,  his  manifefto,  737. 

Commerce. 


INDEX. 


Commtrccy  treaty  of,  between  France  and  Eng- 

i  j  5. 

(  -  tide  taken  by  the  allies,  760. 

Condouei  prefents  a  ncwconllitution,  which  is 
rejected,  715. 

Conference  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  the 
French  generals,  618. 

CinTitution  of  France,  new,  754;  authentic 
copv  of,  Appendix,  No.  I. 

Con/Htutional z&i  Appendix,  No.  II. 

Convention,  National,  firft  meeting  of ;  character 
of  the  leaders,  37 1  debates  of,  638  ;  declares  in 
the  name  of  the  French  nation  that  they  will  grant 
fraternity  and  affiilance  to  all  thofc  people  who  wi/h 
to  procure  liberty,  644;  debates  refpecling  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  king,  685;  of  putting  it  into  imme- 
diate execution*  69 4. ;  fends  commifiioncrs  to  ajreit 
Dumcurier,  736. 

Cor/icans',  cruelties  pradYifed  on  the,  9. 

Cornweliis,  lord,  furrendcrs  himfclf  and  army 
pi; loners  of  war  at  York  Fov/n,  63. 

Gottr  V tenure  projected,  rjO. 

Cuddabre,  fiege  of,  91. 

Ch/Tdk,  general,  his  fuccelTes  in  the  circle  of  the 
Upper  Rhine,  630 ;  defeats  the  allies  at  Rhinz- 
bourn,  742  j  complains  to  the  Convention  that  he 
had  been  grofsly  inlulted  by  three  of  the'r  corpmif- 
ii oners,  74  5;  ordered  to  Paris,  imprifoned,  tried, 
and  executed,  7 70. 


D. 


Dampjerre^  general,  killed,  741. 

Dauphin,  birth  of  the,  67. 

Death,  punithment  of,  for  defertion,  mitigated  to 
the  working  cm  the  high  roads  and  public  works  as 
Saves,  12. 

Dcfc.it  of  the  French  fleet  under  count  de  GrafJe 
by  lord  Rcdney,  70. 

Deftrttrs,  Pruilian,  mafiacred  by  the  French, 
622. 

Dijon,  infurrection  of  the  populace  of,   1  r. 

Dillon,  M.  defeated  before  Tcurnay  ;  mafiacred 
0:1  his  return  to  Lille,  558  ;  cruelties  committed  on 
the. dead  body,  560. 

Dillon,  general,  repulfes  the  Pruilians  and  Auf- 
trians  at  Biefme,  617. 

Divorces,  decree  refpedirg,  632- 

Dominica  taken  by  the  marquis  de  Bouilie,  22. 

Domingo,  Saint,  diffentions  in  that  ifland,  450  ; 
revolt  of  the  negroes,  53O;  dreadful  confc  quences 
of  a  quarrel  between  a  negro  and  a  cannoneer,  537  j 
part  of  the  ifland  taken  by  theEnglifh,  8co. 

Dt'J.t,  duke  of,  his  letter  to  the  National  Af- 


femb'y,    292;    his    converfation    with   the  king, 

Dumour'itr  appointed  minifler  for  foreign  affairs, 
549;  refigns,  and  repairs  to  the  army,  565  ;  fuc- 
ceeds  La  Fayette  in  his  command,  597  ;  defeats  the 
Auftrians  at  Jemnppe,  646;  takes  the  whole  of  the 
Auffrian  Netherlands  except  Luxembourg,  647; 
defeats  the  Auftrians  at  Tirlemont  —  diftreffes  of  his 
army,  648  i  takes  Ureda  and  Klundert,  725  ;  his 
conference  with  colonel  Mack,  732  ;  feizes  the 
commiflloners  fent  to  arreft  h  m,  and  fends  them  as 
hoffages  to  the  Auflrian  camp,  736;  efcapes  with 
difficulty,  7405  his  addrefs  to  the  Batavianf,  Ap- 
p* ndix,  No  i  1  i ;  letter  to  the  French  nation,  Ap- 
pendix, No  IV. 

Dunkirk,  untuccefsful  attack  0^764. 


Eafl-Tnd'a  company  re-efbblifhed,  M3. 

Economical  reform  in  the  king's  houfhold,  50. 

Emigrants,  decree  again  ft  tlu',  64.3. 

Emperor, official  notice  of  the,  5^5. 

Engagement  between  the  French  and  Eng'ifli 
fleets,  commanded  by  the  admirals  d'Orvilliers  and 
Keppcl,  29  ;  between  the  French  and  Engl  if  h  fleets, 
off  Martinico,  under  the  command  of  admirals 
Guichen  and  Hood,  60 ;  and  the  two  fleets  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  75,  77. 

England  declares  war  with  Holland,  56. 

Engli/b  arnbafiador  quits  Paris,  600. 

Enormities  committed  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  289. 

Eftaing,  count d',  fails  for  America  with  twelve 
fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  19;  operations 
on  that  coaft,  20,  21 ;  publifhes  a  declaration  ad- 
d:efTe  J  to  the  Canadians,  23;  engages  the  Englifh 
fleet  under  admiral  Harrington  off  Saint  Lucii,  24; 
takes  thenlands  of  Saint  Vincent  and  Grenada,  30, 
31  j  en-gages  the  Englifh  fleet,  who  bear  up  for 
Saint  Chriftopher's'j  follows  them  to  that  ifland, 
and  offers  them  battle*  in  BafTeterre-road  ;  arrives 
on  the  coaft  of  America;  fummons  the  town  of 
Savannah;  refufes  to  giant  a  pafl'age  through  his 
camp  to  the  women  and  children  of  the  town,  which 
had  been  requelted  by  genera!  Prevolt;  makes  a 
general  aflault  at  the  he  id  of  his  troops,  is  defeated 
with  great  flaughter,  raifes  the  fiege,  and  returns  to 
Europe,  34,35. 


Fayette,  marciuis  de  la,  embarks  for  America,  1 3  ; 
his  memorial  to  the  Canadians,  55  ;  tledted  geneial 
of  the  militia  of  Paris,  271  ^defeats  the  Auttrians 

at 


INDEX. 


at  GrifTelle,  560;  leaves  the  army,  and  repairs  to 
Paris;  his  addrefs  to  the  National  ASTembly;  his 
conduit  investigated  by  the  Aflembly,  585 ;  his 
letter  to  the  troops,  596;  quits  his  army,  arreted 
by  an  Auflrian  general,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Namur, 
597  ;  declared  guilty  of  high-treafon,  600. 

Favras,  marquis  de,  condemned  and  executed, 

443; 

Federates  arrive  in  Paris,  575. 

Flanders,  maritime,  invaded  by  the  French,  765. 

Fleets,  the  combined,  of  France  and  Spain  enter 
the  British  Channel,  and  menace  the  port  of  Ply- 
mouth, 49  ;  Spanifh  fleet  defeated,  and  the  admiral, 
Juan  de  Langara,  taken  by  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney, 50. 

Flight  of  the  king  and  queen  from  Paris,  514; 
flopped  at  Varennes,  5163  re-condu£ted  to  Paris — 
their  declaration,  519. 

France,  the  territories  of,  evacuated  by  the 
Pruflians,  622. 

Francois  the  baker  hanged  by  the  popukce,  413. 

Frankfort  taken  by  the  French,  63 1 ;  retaken, 
and  the  greater!  part  of  the  garrifon  maflacred,  ib. 


G. 


Gen  eParmcrie,  reduction  of  the,  183, 

Geneva,  commotions  in,  79. 

Gibraltar  beficged  by  the  Spaniards,  49  ;  grand 
attack  of,  72. 

Girondijh  accufed  of  being  confederates  with 
Dumourier,  746:  decree  to  arreft  the  heads  of  that 
party,  762;  report  of  the  committee  of  public 
Safety  reSpecting  them,   757  ;  their  execution,  798. 

Grand  Confederation,  account  of  the,  502. 

Grenville,  lord,  his  correspondence  with  M. 
Chauvelin,  711. 

Guichen,  count  dej  engages  the  Englifh  fleet  off 
Martinico,  53. 

G»;//W«?,defcription  of  the,  671,  note. 


H, 

Hannibal,  the,  an  Englifh  man  of  war,taken  by 
the  French,  74. 

Hereditary  nobility  abolifhed — reflections  there- 
on, 482. 

High  treafon,  accufation  of,  decreed  againft  Mon- 
f.eur,  the  count  d'Artois,  Calonne,  and  Alirabeau 
the  Younger,  539. 

Holland,  disturbances  in,  135. 

Hudjons  Bay,  Englifh  fettlements  in,  attacked 
by  M.Perouff,7i. 


Hurricane,  dreadful,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  55  ; 
terrible  effects  of  one  in  France,  189. 

Hyder  Jlly  defeated  by  general  Munro  in  the 
Carnatic,  66. 


I. 


Inoculation,  the  practice  of,  become  general  in 
France,  3. 

lnjurretlion  of  the  twentieth  of  June,  566 ;  of 
the  tenth  of  Auguft,  586  to  592. 

J- 

Jcmappc,  battle  of,  646. 

Jerfcy,  fiege  of,  57. 

Jofcph  the  Second,  plans  of,  94;  demands  from 
the  Dutch  an  account  of  the  revenues  drawn  from 
the  Barriers,  &c.  commences  hoftilities  againft  the 
Republic;  makes  three  extraordinary  demands,  100  ; 
perfifts  in  opening  the  Scheldt,  105;  agrees  to  the 
mediation  of  the  king  of  France,  109. 

Joitrdain,  general,  defeats  prince  Cobourg,  765. 

Jujlice  gratuitoufly  administered  in  France,  813. 


K. 


Kcllcrman  repulfes  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  617. 

Kempt nfelt,  admiral,  with  twelve  Ships  of  the 
line,  by  his  admirable  manoeuvres,  difpeifes  the  con- 
voy under  protection  of  count  de  Guichen,  with 
nineteen  fail  of  the  line,  and  takes  fourteen  trans- 
ports laden  with  ordnance  Stores,  67. 

Kergario,  chevalier  de,  gallant  behaviour  on 
board  La  Belle  Poule,  52. 


L. 


Leopold,  emperor  of  Germany,  his  death  an  J. 
character,  548. 

Letter  of  the  king  of  France  to  the  emperor, 
550  ;  on  the  manifefto  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
581. 

Letter  of  Mr.  Dundas  to  lord  Gower,  598  ;  Le 
Brun,  the  French  minister's,  anfwer,  599. 

Lettres  de  Cachet  refitted  by  the  parliament  of 
Grenoble,  T58;   abolition  of,  419. 

Licorne,  the,  frigate  taken  by  the  Englifh,  27. 

Lijle,  fiege  of,  623. 

Longwy  taken  by  the  Auftrians,  597  ;  retaken' 
by  general  Valence,  622. 

6  G  Lotteries 


INDEX'. 


Lotto  V.f  abolifhed  in  France,  507  ;  inftitution  of, 
abulifhed,  800. 

Louis  the  Sixteenth;  his  acceflion,  hailed  by  the 
title  of  Louis  the  Defired,  wifely  rejects  that  appel- 
lation, 3  ;  popular  acts  of,  5;  his  entry  into  the  ca- 
pital, 6  ;  his  fpeech  on  the  re-effabliihment  of  the 
ancient  parliament,  7  ;  reproves  the  archbifhop  of 
Paris  for  oppofing  the  adminiftration  of  the  facra- 
ment,  8;  his  coronation  at  Rheims,  12;  his  fpeech 
to  the  parliament,  158,  his  fpeech  at  the  opening 
of  the  States- General,  216;  his  remonftrance  and 
declaration  of  his  intentions,  obfervation  thereon, 
230  ;  fends  his  plate  to  the  mint  to  be  converted 
into  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom,  336;  con- 
ducted to  Paris  by  the  Parifian  militia,  404. ;  ftepped 
with  his  family  on  their  journey  to  Saint  Cloud, 
by  the  populace,  and  obliged  to  return,  512 ;  ef- 
capes  from  Paris,  513;  flopped  at  Varrenncs, 
518  ;  efcorted  back  to,  Paris,  519  ;  fcparated 
from  his  family;  accufation  againft.  him,  651; 
decree  reflecting  his  trial,  654  ;  his  treatment  in 
the  Temple,  655  ;  his  behaviour  on  the  morning  of 
his  trial,  659 ;  conducted  to  the  Convention  by 
Chambon,  the  mayor,  660  ;  is  placed  at  their  bar — 
the  accufation  read,  661 ;  re-conducted  to  the  t  em- 
ple,  67O;  requires  copies  of  the  accufation — that 
he  may  be  allowed  counfel,  and  the  fatisfaclion  of 
feeing  his  family  ;  counfel  granted,  but  all  inter- 
views with  his  family  refufed  ;  chufes  Mefiis.  Tron- 
chet,  Lamoignon,  Malefheibes,  and  De  Seze,  for 
his  counfel,  672;  his  conduct  in  the  Temple,  673; 
his  defence  by  De  Seze,  675  to  682  ;  declared 
guilty  of  the  charges  in  the  accufation;  is  con- 
demned to  death ;  appeals  to  the  nation  ;  the  appeal 
of  no  effect ;  his  counfel  protefts  againft  the  decree 
of  death ;  requefts  three  days  refpite  ;  is  refufed, 
6Q9  ;  chufes  an  Englifh  clergyman  to  attend  him 
in  his  lair  moments,  700  ;  his  laft  interview  with 
his  family,  701;  his  execution,  702;  his  will  and 
teftarnent,  704;  reflections  .on  the  foregoing,  707. 

Lucia,  Saint,  taken  from  the  French  by  admiral 
Barrington,  24;  ineffectual  attempt  of  the  French 
to  retake  it,  ib. 

Lyons,  fiege  of,  767. 


M. 


Maconnols,  county  of,  defolated  by  the  populace, 

Maejlricht  befieged  by  general  Miranda,  724  ; 
the  fiege  raifed,  729. 

Manifejio,  French,  juftifying  their  conduct  re- 
jecting the  American  war,  39. 


Afurat  accufed  of  exciting  the  people  to  aflafli- 
nation,  642  ;  denounced  by  Guadet,  and  committed 
to  the  Abbey  prifon,  748  ;  is  enlarged  by  the  peo- 
ple, ib.  aiTaiiinated  by  a  woman,  758. 

Maret,  M.  negociation  of,  719. 

Martinico,  unfuccefsful  attack  of,  760. 

Mafjacre  of  MeiTrs.  Foulon  and  Berthier,  276 ; 
of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September,  609. 

Maurcpas,  count,  recalled  to  court  after  twenty 
years  banifhment,  4. 

Meadows,  general,  gallant  behaviour  of,  at  Saint 
Lucia,  27. 

Memorial,  Englifh,  in  anfwer  to  the  French 
manifefto,  42  to  49- 

Mentz  taken  by  the  French,  631  ;  re-taken  by 
the  allies,  762. 

Military  join  the  populace  of  Paris,  249  ;  thir- 
teen committed  to  prifon,  but  liberated  by  the  mob, 
250. 

Minorca  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  67. 

Alirabcau,  remarkable  fayings  of,  250  ;  death  of, 
511  ;  his  remains  ordered  to  be  removed  from  the 
Pantheon,  799. 

Miromciul,  M.  de,  receives  the  feals,  5. 

Monastic  eftablifhments  fupprefled,  and  their  pof- 
feflions  confifcated,  448. 

Afonlefquipv,  general,  fufpecled  of  being  bribed 
by  the  enemy  ;  his  letter  on  that  fubject,  627  ;  re- 
tries to  Switzerland,  642. 

Mouppuetaires,  corps  of,  fupprefled,  12. 

N. 

Necksr,  M.  his  addrefs  to  the  French  king,  59  ; 
difmiiTed  from  the  office  of  comptroller-general  of 
the  finances,//',  recalled,  193;  ordered  to  refign, 
and  quit  the  kingdom,  254  ;  is  recalled,  and  re- 
ceived with  tranfport  by  the  Parifians,  284, 

Necrwinden,  battle  of,  730. 

Negapatnam,  in  the  ill  and  of  Ceylon,  taken  by 
the  English,  66. 

Netherlands,  Auftrian,  all  the,  except  Luxem- 
bourg, taken  by  the  French,  647  ;  evacuated  by 
the  French,  733. 

Neutrality,  armed,  entered  into  by  Ruffia,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  50. 

Nobility,  cruelties  practifed  on  the,  304.' 

Notables,  aflembly  of  the,  132  ;  diiiolved,  147  ; 
re-afiembled,  174;  proceedings  in  that  aflembly, 
175;  their  diffolution,  205. 

Nootka-  Sound,  the  court  of  Spain  claim  the  af- 
firmance of  France  againft  England  in  that  difpute, 
461. 

Note- 


INDEX. 


Not'e  of  the  French  king  to  the  emperor,  540  ; 
of  the  emigrant  princes  to  the  French  king,  543  ; 
to  the  emperor,  544. 


O. 


Orleans,  duke  of,  refufes  to  attend  the  celebration 
of  the  funeral  fervice  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  C;  is 
banifhed  from  court ;   recalled,  6. 

Orleans,  duke  of,  protefts  againft  the  king's  pro- 
ceedings in  the  parliament;  is  exiled  to  one  of  his 
country-feats  fifteen  leagues  from  Paris,  160;  quits 
Paris  by  the  advice  of  La  Fayette,  416  ;  affumes 
the  name  of  Egalite,  6^7  ;  font  to  Marfeilles,  745  ; 
accufed  by  the  Marfeillois  of  being  the  inftigation 
of  the  troubles  which  divide  France,  757  ;  his  exe- 
cution, 799. 


P. 


Paoli,  general,  denounced  as  a  traitor,  743. 

Parliament,  ancient,  rceftablifhed,  6 ;  bounds 
of  their  authority  defined,  8. 

Parliament  of  Paris  remonftrate  againft  the  loan, 
129;  fpirited  remonftrance  againft  a  ftamp  duty, 
147;  banifhed  to  Troves,  156;  its  remontlrance 
on  the  duke  d'Orleans  being  exiled,  157;  difputes 
with  the  king,  164  ;  fjrrounded  by  guards,  and  two 
of  its  members  airefted,  173;  proteft  againft  the 
Cour  Pleniere,  176  ;  its  proceedings  198. 

Parties,  account  of,  in  the  affembly,  336  ;  ftate 
of,  649  ;  ftate  of,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  king,  708. 

Peace,  definitive  treaty  of,  figned  at  Paris,  82 
to  89. 

Peletier  de  Saint  Fargcau,  afTafllnated  by  Paris, 
710;  funsral  honours  decreed  to  his  memory,  711. 

Petion,  M.  fpeech  of,  demanding  that  the  king 
be  excluded  from  the  throne,  583. 

Petition  prefented  by  the  commons  of  Paris, 
praying  that  twenty-one  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion or  the  Gironde  party  be  expelled,  747. 

Pic/.t^.  .'.  g  a  ral,  his  fuccefles,  801. 

Pikes,  an  order  for  the  fabrication  of,  throughout 
France,  505. 

Pilnitz.  treaty  of,  526. 

Pitt  Mr.  the  Britifh  minifter,  declared  an  ene- 
my to  the  human  fpecies  by  a  decree  of  the  Con- 
vention, 767. 

Pond  taken  by  theEnglifh,  30. 

Prince  Ch  :les  de  Ligne  killed  at  the  pafs  of 
Grand  Pre,  617. 


Proclamation  of  the  government  of  Br  ifTels,  in* 
confequence  of  the  declaration-  of  War  by  the 
French,  554. 

Prote/lants,  fome  indulgence  extended  towards- 
the,  128. 

'  Provojl  of  the  merchants,  office  of,  fuppreffed,. 
271. 

Pruffia,  king  of,  joins  the  emperor  againft  ths- 
French,  572. 

Q: 

Queen,  the,  removed  from  the  Temple  to  the- 
Conciergerie,  771;  accufation  againft,  772  j  trial", 
of,  776;  her  execution,  797. 

Quejnoy  taken  by  the  allies,  764* 


R. 


Report  on  the  fituaticnof  France  with  regard  to 
Germany,  552. 

Republic,  French,  commencement  of  the  firft  year 
of  the,  640  ;  declared  one  and  indivifible,  745. 

Revolution  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  account  of 
the,  752. 

Rights  of  Man,  declaration  of  the,  332  ;  new 
declaration,  Appendix,  No.  II. 

Right  of  making  peace  or  war  veiled  in  the  na- 
tion, 462. 

Riot  of  the  populace  of  Paris,  194 ;  in  the  faux- 
bourg  Saint  Antoine  fuppreffed  by  the  guards,  213  i, 
on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  bread,  249;  in  tiier- 
Place  Louis  Quinze,  255. 

Rioters  of  Paris,  account  of  the,  241. 

Robbery  of  the  Garde  Meuble,  615. 

Robejpierrc  accufed  of  afpiring  to  the  dictator- 
{hip,  642;  his  character,  649;  his  motion,  forbid- 
ding ali  citizens  to  fupport  the  appeal  cf  the  king 
to  the  nation,  693 ;  his  party  gains  popularity  with, 
the  mob;  746. 

Rochambcau,  count  de,  lands  at  Rhode  Iflandl 
with  fix  thoufand  men,  and  receives  a  flattering  re- 
ception from  the  Americans,  54. 

Rochefoucault,  duke  de,  afiaffinated,  595. 

Romulus,  the,  a  Britifh  man  of  war,  taken  by 
the  French,  61. 

Rntfj'eau,  a  ftatue  eredled  in  honour  of,  507. 
.  Royalijls,  enormities  of,  and  defeats  in,  La  Ven-^ 
dee,  766. 

Royalty  aboliflied  in  France,  640. 

S. 

Safety,  Public,  committee  of,  inftituted,  744, 
Sutisfaclion  demanded  by  the  Englilh  from  the 

States— 


IN  D  E  X. 


States-General,  with  rcfpecl:  to  their  conduct  in 
the  American  war,  56. 

Saint  Chrifisphti  'j>  iflanJ  of,  taken  by  the 
French,  I  ,.'. 

Sorting,  M.  de,  appointed  minifter  of  the  ma- 
rine, la 

Spues,  taken  by  the  French,  630. 

Stamp  duty,  enforcement  of  the,  relinquished  by 
the  king,  157. 

States-General oi  the  United  Provinces,  their  ob- 
fervations  on  the  conduct  of  the  emperor  Joflph, 
90  to  108. 

States-General  of  France,  convocation  of  the, 
2.0? ;  fome  account  of,  209 ;  aflemble,  215;  pro- 
ceedings of,  ib. 

Stenay,  taken  by  the  Auftrians,  "6 16. 

Suffrein,  admiral,  attacks  the  Englifh  fle?t  under 
commodore  Johnftone  in  Port  au  Prayo  Bay,  in  the 
ifland  of  Saint  Jago,  65. 


T. 


Tenth  of  Auguft,  revolution  of,  5?6. 

Theatres  ordered  to  be  fhut  by  the  populace,  255. 

ThiOTiville,  liege  of,  623. 

Tippoo  Sail  takes  a  detachment  of  twelve  hun- 
dred men  under  colonel  Braithwaiic,  prifeners;  de- 
feats general  Matthews  at  Bednore,  and  takes  him 
and  his  troops  ;  poifons  the  general,  and  murders 
all  the  principal  officers,  90. 

Treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  15;  between  France  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral of  the  United  Provinces,  110. 

Trials  and  executions  of  the  prifoners  of  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  600. 

Tribunal,  Revolutionary,  organized,  743. 

Trincamale,  in  the  ifland  cf  Ceylon,  taken  by  the 
Englifh,  66. 

Troops  of  France  enter  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, 558. 

Tobago  taken  by  the  Englifh,  760. 

Toulon  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  767  ;  be- 
fieged  by  the  French,  802  ;  conflagration  and  eva-^ 
cuation  cf  by  lord  Hood,  804  ;  his  addrefs  to  the 
inhabitants,  Appendix,  No.  VJI. 


Truguct,  admiral,  bis  feverity  in  the  port  of 
Onaglio,  630. 

lumult  in  the  Champ  de  Confederation,  522. 

Tythes,  debates  concerning  the  abolition  of,  314; 
furrendered  to  the  nation  by  the  archbiihop  of  Paris, 
3'7- 


V. 

Valenciennes  taken  by  the  duke  of  York,  761, 

Verdun  taken  by  the  Pruffians,  598  ;  retaken  by 
the  French,  622. 

Vergcnnes,  count  de,  appointed  minifter  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  5  ;  his  remarkable  reply  to  the  queen, 
109;  his  death,  132. 

Verjailles,  entertainment  given  to  the  military 
at,  371;  exceflcs  on  that  occafion,  ib.  Pariflans 
march  to,  380 ;  maflacre  there,  396. 

Veto,  debates  refpefting  the,  339. 

Voj'gcs,  inhabitants  of,  experience  great  cruelties 
from  the  Pruffians,  622. 


U. 


I  rnion  of  the  three  orders,  246. 
Utrecht  evacuated  by  the  patriots,  143. 

W. 

TVar  declared  by  the  French  againft  the  king  of 
Bohemia  and  Hungary,  554  ;  againft  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  626;  againft  England,  72 1;  againft 
Spain,  726. 

IVe'iffembourg,  lines  of,  taken  by  general  Wurm- 
fer,  801  ;  retaken,  802. 

Worms  taken  by  the  French,  631. 


Y. 


Ypres  taken  by  the  French,  572. 
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